
SOUTHERN BAPTIST HISTORICAL 
LIBRARY Ah □ ARCHIVES MAY 2 6 2010

SEMINARY EXTENSION
DEPARTMENT

Lee Gallman, Director ______ P. 0. Box 1154________________ Jackson, Mississippi
Volume Vil AUGUST, 1958 Number 8

FLEMING JOINS STAFF
Eugene M. Fleming, pic t u r e d 

right, joins the staff of the Semi­
nary Extension Department Aug­
ust 15. He comes from the pastor­
ate of the First Baptist Church, 
Portland, Tennessee. As an asso­
ciate, his work will consist of pro­
moting extension centers in Mis­
sissippi and instructor in our cor­
respondence division. Mr. Fleming 
is a graduate of Mississippi Col­
lege and New Orleans Baptist 
Seminary. He has done extensive 
correspondence study in law.

Former pastorates include Horn 
Lake, Mississippi and Cross Plains, 
Tennessee. Active in denomina­
tional life, he has served on the 
Tennessee Baptist Executive Board 
for three years. Since 1951 he 
has been an instructor in our cor­
respondence division. The move 
to emphasize our correspondence 
work has been contemplated for 
some time.

Mr. Fleming, his wife, and two 
children will live in Jackson, Mis­
sissippi, the home office of the 
Seminary Extension Department.

TWELVE THINGS TO LEARN
In the quest of knowledge there 

are at least twelve things for us 
to learn. They are: the value of 
time; the need of perseverance; 
the pleasure of serving; the dig­
nity of simplicity; the true worth 
of character; the power of kind­
ness; the influence of example; 
the obligation of duty; the wis­
dom of economy; the virtue of 
patience; the nobility of labor; 
the teachings of Him who said, 
“Learn of me.”

—Copied

ANNOUNCING AGAIN
Correspondence prices will ad­

vance on September 1 to $8.00 per 
course plus the cost of the text. 
This is an increase of $3.00 due 
to the rising cost of materials and 
office help. If you plan to enroll 
in a new course soon, why not 
take advantage of the month of 
August and enroll before the in­
crease ?

There will be a time limit on 
the courses. Students will have 
one year to complete a course. 
After that time, there will be 
an additional charge of $2.00 to 
extend the time for one year. If 
the course is not completed in two 
years, he will have to re-enroll 
if he wishes to continue his study. 
This will apply to students now 
enrolled. They will have one year 
from September 1, 1958 to com­
plete courses now studying. After 
September 1, 1959, they will be 
required to pay the re-instatement 
fee of $2.00 to complete the work. 
If they do not complete the course 
by September 1, 1960, they will 
be dropped as a correspondence 
student. It will then be necessary 
for the student to re-enroll to com­
plete his course.

Statistical Report
Correspondence Students ---- 2,520
Extension Center Students __ 8,665

Total 11,185
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GROWTH

What causes growth in church 
membership? We are accustomed 
to answer: A sound New Testa­
ment faith, a close ecclesiology, re­
maining true to the Bible, a great 
program of evangelism, a good 
program of visitation. But these 
do not answer the questions as 
far as Southern Baptists are con­
cerned. We have shown that a 
church group can grow whether 
they have a close or open ecclesio­
logy; whether they are orthodox 
or liberal, or whether their faith 
is sound or shaky. Growth is the 
result of the successful operation 
of definite principles and policies 
in conditioned situations. The fol­
lowing factors are seen in growth:

1. A plan of keeping the whole 
family involved. Churches increase 
if they can get the babies and 
keep them throughout youth. In 
the world of salesmanship this 
says—keep your clientele active.

2. Congeniality in ethnic rela­
tionships. Italians are Catholic, 
Germans are Lutheran, Scotts are 
Presbyterians, and the Dutch are 
Reformed. Splits that occured in 
the English Church passed over 
into America where English peo­
ples were Episcopal, Baptist, and 
Methodist. Our children have 
grown up with us so that we in­
crease through traditional family 
relationships and through inter­
marriage.

3. An evangelistic policy in the 
Sunday School — “Enroll all you 
can — Win them by the time they 
are eight.” Through our evange­
listic policy we baptize children 
as they leave the primary depart­
ment, just as we give them a 
Bible.

We need not take ourselves too 
seriously about our great evangel­
istic zeal. We are baptizing our 
children. This is 90% of our evan­
gelism. We have an evangelistic 
policy where we need a zeal for 
lost people.

4. A mathematical formula. Take 
ten active workers, they will en­
roll 100 people. This will work 
in liberal, conservative, or reac­
tionary theology. Another mathe­
matical factor relating to growth 
is visitation. Visits affect attend­
ance in direct proportions. One 
cannot amass figures that work 

everywhere for some churches get 
better results than others. The 
proportion in a housing area will 
differ from that in a more sub­
stantial residential section. But a 
proportion can be established in 
each situation.

I checked our Sunday School for 
visits to new people and found 
that we reached one new person 
for every five visits. These sit­
uations were different, the people 
who visited were different, the 
church to which folk were invited 
were different, and the proportion 
was different.

5. Public relations affect growth. 
One must discard conscience at 
times if he must grow. A church, 
to have public relations must 
guard carefully every action. The 
public must not disapprove of its 
stand on vital issues. It must never 
be caught “napping.” The pastor’s 
sermon must have three proper­
ties: Brevity, clarity, and approv­
al.

This approval may be gained by 
making issues against a minority 
if the minor group is rejected by 
the whole community. Or approval 
may be lost if such a group is 
under the protection of the com­
munity. The church that grows 
must discover which is the case.

6. Publicity build-up affects 
growth. This cannot be bought. A 
church advertises the pastor’s ser­
mon; people talk about it; radio 
and newspapers have stories about 
it. He had something to say. The 
next time they advertise, people 
will give attention. But just let 
him fail to have a good sermon! 
He cannot buy publicity build-up, 
but he can have it if he pays the 
price. The same holds for other 
programs, Sunday School, revival, 
or Vacation Bible Schools.

7. Church loyalty begets growth. 
The most loyal people I ever saw 
were in the Dauphin Way Baptist 
Church in Mobile. I saw men drive 
past six churches to attend. I 
heard explanations from members 
who declared, “Our church is dif­
ferent.” Members like that get new 
members much faster than paid 
members of the staff. A visit from 
a neighbor is far more effective 
than one made by a visitor from 
the church on a mission.

—Lee Gallman

___
BOOK REVIEWS

Karl Jaspers, Man in the Modern 
Age, (Garden City, New York: 
Doubleday and Company) 1957.

This is a reprint (translated by 
Eden and Cedar Paul) of one of 
the outstanding German philosoph­
ers of our time. Once an M. D., 
he turned to philosophy and be­
came an exponent of existential­
ism. Jaspers tells us that man is 
not himself unless he is a free 
person, and he achieves less than 
his best and highest unless he 
works in and through corporate 
units. He is fighting a battle now 
against the sense of futility and 
nothingness. T h i s_ was written 
(1931) just before Hitler came to 
power (1933). He predicted war. 
It is hardly possible that Jaspers 
would have written this if his 
environment had been either Eng­
lish or American, for although 
he highly prizes the individual, 
he does not highly regard what 
he calls “mass rule.” The reader 
will be rewarded with two extend­
ed definitions: “Modern Sophistry” 
and “Existence-Philosophy.”

—Lee Gallman

Ernst Troeltsch, Christian 
Thought, Its History and Applica­
tion, edited by Baron F. Von Huge! 
(New York: Meridian Books Co.) 
1957.

Here is a work of another im­
portant thinker. Mackintosh des­
cribes his thought in Types of 
Modern Theology. It is published 
as a part of the Living Age Books 
Series. Written in the same vein 
as the Jaspers book above, Troe­
ltsch concerns himself with the 
problems of the individual remain­
ing himself while involved in 
group situations which demand a 
surrender of self. Troeltsch also 
concerns himself with goals and 
meanings in history. The conclu­
sion is that the spiritual goals and 
meanings in the Kingdom of God 
and Nirvana lie outside history. 
Within is struggle, defeat, and 
only relative victories. Those who 
fix their eyes beyond history go 
on as before “and the ethical mast­
ery of the stream of life becomes 
no stronger and no more com­
plete.” (p.146)
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Both of these works would be 

helpful mainly for seminary grad­
uates, for they pre-suppose some 
philosophical or theological back­
ground.

—Lee Gallman
Harold Linamen, Business Hand­

book for Churches, (Anderson, In­
diana: Warner Press), $2.95, 168 
pages.

The author has been closely as­
sociated with churches in their 
business problems for many years. 
He is a partner in an accounting 
firm which specializes in setting 
up business systems and records 
for churches. I believe this book 
to be one of the most practical and 
helpful of its kind that I have 
read. Other than the usual sug­
gestions regarding decorum of 
business within the local church, 
the author has several chapters 
dealing with external business 
matters, such as insurance, bank­
ing, real estate transactions, bor­
rowing money, church bookkeep­
ing, public relations, and legal 
problems. In the fourteen chapters, 
I believe he has come as nearly 
covering the field of church busi­
ness relations as is possible in a 
handboook.

—W. A. Whitten

Archibald M. Hunter, Introduc­
ing the New Testament, second ed­
ition revised and enlarged (Phila­
delphia: Westminster Press, 1957).

The world will be reading Hunt­
er for years to come. His works 
have been appearing in England 
since 1945. This work is disarming­
ly simple but it contains a wealth 
of information. The author dis­
cusses a range of critical mat­
ter rarely found in such simple 
format. Free from the contentions 
of fundamentalism on the one 
hand and higher criticism on the 
other, Hunter should prove to be 
a good text for extension class 
study. A pastor could teach this 
book to his church members with 
profit.

It is divided into four parts. 
The introduction deals with the 
importance of the New Testament, 
its language, and its contents. Part 
Two is a study of the four gospels 
written in six chapters. Part Three

TEACHING AND PURPOSE
Why are you teaching? Are you 

seeking changes in people? What 
changes do you seek? How shall 
you proceed toward these ends ? 
The answers to these questions 
are definitely related to your ef­
fectiveness as a teacher. Some 
teachers may desire to impress 
their class members with their 
knowledge and training. While 
understanding and knowledge are 
essential for the teacher and must 
underlie all that is done, the best 
aims lie in what the teacher ex­
pects to see accomplished in the 
learner.

Since the desire for these 
changes is partly the reason why 
an extension center was begun, 
the objectives should be kept in 
mind. Another view of purpose 
should relate to the ultimate 
changes expected. Should it be set 
in terms of changes wrought in 
the individual alone, or should the 
objective relate to his society? Or 
to put it another way, are you 
seeking to raise the potential good 
in the individual to its highest 
power, or are you seeking to 
change a community by changing 
him. Are we seeking to make people 
change so that they can be manip­
ulated more readily by our pro­
grams? Or are we willing simply 
to help him grow? Are our pur­
poses centered in the kind1 of peo­
ple we need to lead or in the 
needs of the people we lead? The 
difference between these objec­
tives will be seen in our service.

I commend this work and also 
a careful reading of Hunter in 
the Torch Commentary and his 
other published works as a re­
freshing scholar.

—Lee Gallman

deals with Paul and the early 
church introducing the Acts and 
Pauline literature. Part Four, en­
titled “The Writings of the Other 
Apostolic Men” completes the New 
Testament book.

In the epilogue the author dis­
cusses the unity of the New Testa­
ment. The saving person, the King­
dom of God, and the Kerygma are 
found together in a unit to form 
an essential unity.

WORKSHOPS CONTINUED
The need for group thinking and 

pooling of resources is almost a 
necessity in extension education. 
Such a need prompted the desire 
to bring together the extension 
center directors and other person­
nel for a Seminary Exten s i o n 
Workshop in Carbondale, Illinois in 
February of 1956.

Program personnel for this first 
workshop included Dr. Gaines S. 
Dobbins, Dr. Noel Taylor, Exec­
utive Secretary of Illinois Bap­
tist Convention, Dr. Lee Gallman, 
Rev. Ray K. Hodge, and Rev. W. 
A. Whitten. So practical and help­
ful was the workshop that similar 
programs were requested each 
year thereafter.

Since this first attempt in Car­
bondale, workshops have been held 
in Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
and Texas. In Kentucky four reg­
ional workshops are planned for 
September 3-5, 1958. Further de­
tails about these meetings in Ken­
tucky will be announced later.

It is becoming obvious that these 
conferences and discussions on the 
agenda of extension work shops 
are of inestimable value to direc­
tors as well as students. They 
must continue. You will want to 
be a part of one of these work­
shops in the future. We need you.

—W. A. Whitten

Charles L. Wallis, The Table of 
the Lord, A Communion Encyclo­
pedia (New York: Harper & 
Brothers Publishers, 1958). 228 
pages. $3.95.

The author with his helpful con­
tribution in the Funeral Encyclo­
pedia (1953) has now made an 
even greater contribution in this 
Communion Encyclopedia. For the 
pastor it will be of inestimable 
resource in giving dignity and 
meaning to the Lord’s Supper. 
He outlines the service itself, sug­
gests prayers, includes preaching 
ideas and themes, and adds many 
helpful poems. I highly recommend 
this book for the pastor’s library.

—W. A. Whitten
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WE ARE
I read somewhere recently where 

an English scholar said of Ameri­
can theological scholarship that it 
is disquieting to see American 
scholars tackle a theological prob­
lem, spend much energy wrestling 
with it and reach a conclusion— 
a solution that had already been 
accomplished before the problem 
reached him. We dislike such state­
ments, yet there is evident truth 
in them. The reason is not diffi­
cult to discover. American scholars 
learn just enough languages to 
insert some phrases from German, 
Latin, French and Hebrew into 
their thesis and footnotes of their 
books but not enough to keep up. 
By the time a work is translated 
into English from German or 
French, it has been written about, 
answered, or challenged. The pend­
ulum of the clock has often swung 
to the other side by the time we 
catch up with it.

In our lifetime we have seen 
the growth of mighty works in 
Germany that have not reached 
us. Karl Barth created a school 
of thought, fought to maintain it, 
and lived to see it on the way out 
before his works reached the Eng­
lish speaking world. Currently his 
theological works are being trans­
lated. But theology has moved 
back again into the more liberal 
tradition, and Barth’s works will 
be useful mainly as indicative of 
what was. This generation of scho­
lars will not live to see in English 
the paramount work in Lexicog­
raphy — Kittel’s Theologisches 
Worterbuch Zum Neun Testament. 
There is available a wealth of 
French and German commentaries 
in the Old and New Testament and 
many studies besides. Strack and 
Billerbeck’s Commentary on the

BEHIND
New Testament, Talmud and Mish- 
nah (five volumes) are basic works 
and have not been translated. 
Some older works are also un­
translated. The high cost of trans­
lating will probably keep Kit­
tel’s work and the good commen­
taries out of English. Another fea­
ture has been Oscar Cullman’s 
contention with French Jesuits 
over apostolic authority. It was 
all done in French and many 
American students were neither 
aware of its existence or indeed 
of its consequence.

Until more scholars dig deeply 
into languages we may expect to 
continue to tackle problems that 
have been solved and reach solu­
tions that are a generation out of 
date. Some scholars are working 
on this now. Not a few make their 
journey to Switzerland and Ger­
many to listen to the scholars 
themselves. Others are studying 
German and French persistently 
although they have passed the ex­
aminations and have already re­
ceived their degrees.

Several avenues are open. Sev­
eral students can get together 
regularly and study these lang­
uages jointly with a German and 
French grammar and reader. At­
tendance at a class in college is 
preferable, but extension depart­
ments of the universities can also 
help. The University of Chicago 
will “tailor-make” a course for 
reading in modern theological Ger­
man. Nearly all extension depart­
ments in the universities have 
basic German studies. Of course 
French is also available, but so 
much more is being done in Ger­
man than in French.

Ministerial students who love 
study and enjoy problem solving 
should not only get a good found­
ation in Latin and Greek, they 
need these modern languages as 
well.

—Lee Gallman
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