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NEW ASSOCIATE ADDED
¥

Rev. G. Ray Worley (pictured 
right) began his work as an as­
sociate with the Seminary Ex­
tension Department on January 
15. He is at present completing 
his thesis at Southwestern Baptist 
Seminary and will be a candidate 
for his Th. D. degree in May. He 
will give only part time to our 
work until then.

Mr. Worley is a native of Vir­
ginia, received his B. A. from 
the American University in Wash­
ington, D. C., his B. D. from 
Southwestern Baptist Seminary, 
and has done graduate work at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
He has been pastor of part-time 
churches, worked with the Home 
Mission Board, served as Minister 
of Education, taught in Negro 
classes under the Extension Pro­
gram of Southwestern Seminary, 
and served for two years as 
chaplain at the Gatesville State 
School for Boys in Texas.

His work with the Seminary 
Extension Department will be 
centered in Texas for the time 
being. He will work with the 
leadership to promote centers for 
Anglos, Latin Americans, and 
Negroes.

Mr. Worley’s first assignment 
was to represent the Department 
at a missionaries’ conference in 
Mt. Lebanon, Texas on January 
15-16.

RAY WORLEY

TESTIMONIAL
I have just completed the 

courses Old Testament 111 and 
Old Testament 121 and had to let 
you know how much these courses 
has helped me in my ministry. . . 
I found myself without the proper 
seminary training that every min­
ister needs. It seemed almost im­
possible for me to get this train­
ing. My pastor recommended this 
study and I find it is the best of 
its kind I have ever come across. 
Though I had studied the Bible 
for a number of years, I find 
that this study has revealed 
happenings and things about the 
Hebrew Nation that one would

THE CHURCH 
AND THE WORLD

The world has come into the 
church on its own terms. Now 
it owns it and controls it. The 
church is surprised; this is not 
according to plan. The world was 
supposed to be changed by the 
church. The Kingdom of God 
was supposed to have entered into 
the world and was to have created 
a renewed society, either by 
osmosis or by leavening society. 
But society did not change. The 
church so compromised its grace 
and character that it has become 
a dilution. Its Christ was de­
throned and Baal ruled again.

Suddenly the church sees its 
mistake. It is supposed to be a 
changed cult of the Cross. Its 
society is within, not without. The 
gospel is its concern and the Bible 
its guide. But it is too late. The 
church is in debt and cannot af~ 
ford to be a peculiar people. The 
demands of Christ for cross-bear­
ing are not realistic. The young 
people will not stand for it; their 
parents expect their country club 
set to be given a bill of spiritual 
freedom, a sort of license to fol­
low the social whirl and yet to be 
counted among the sages. Middle- 
aged worldlings expect their ro­

ne ver think of seeking out of the 
Word alone. This is a fine work 
in helping Christians to study 
more of the Word of God with 
a better understanding.

J. O. B.—Georgia 
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mantic escapades to be understood 
as self-expression. The who 1 e 
church is offended when its ethic 
is proclaimed, for it has by-passed 
this outworn instrument of two 
millenniums back with an up-to- 
date maturity.

The world rejects Christianity 
because the church rejects it. It 
is not a new thing to the world. 
In non-Christian societies the peo­
ple have a better self-discipline, 
and the membership takes pride 
in an enthusiastic acceptance of 
the bonds of their faith. But here 
artistic explorations of symbols 
have displaced reality, and severe 
discipline is all but unknown ex­
cept in some sects.

The church faces its own sui­
cide, for it cannot exist apart 
from Christ. Since society and 
the church are synonyms, church 
is only symbolic, and the church 
knows neither its sickness nor 
its cure. Every great Christ­
ian truth embodied in the terms 
of the faith bespeaks a body of 
faithful witnesses in combat with 
the forces of evil and sin. The 
martyr represents a high achieve­
ment in this faithful pursuit — 
“even unto death.”

The church then is in a nebulous 
state. How can it be brought 
back ? The answer is simple but 
chilling — it cannot. It never 
happens. The corrupted church 
accepts its state as proper. It 
wants conformity and unity, and 
it: will pay any price but repent­
ance to obtain this conformity, 
this unity. This explains sectarian 
growth. The regulars fail to keep 
their dynamic spirituality, and a 
new sect appears to challenge the 
decadent body. When it grows 
into a large body, it fails to keep 
the .spirit by which it came to be. 
The mergence of new sects are 
guaranteed by the demands of the 
church members for an abandon­
ment of the holy character of the 
body.

Thus the church succeeds be­
cause it canonizes secularism. The 
resurgence of the church is identi­
fied, with the resurgence of secu­
larism.

—Lee Gallman

CARL JOHNSON
Carl Johnson (above) received 

the Certificate in Pastoral Train­
ing from the Seminary Extension 
Department in November 1958. 
Mr. Johnson has been active in 
the new work among Southern 
Baptists in the northern part of 
Illinois and was especially help­
ful in the beginning of the new 
work both at Pontiac and Prince­
ton. He served as associational 
Brotherhood president, on the 
executive committee, and asso­
ciational board of the Illinois Val­
ley Baptist Association until his 
work as telegrapher for the New 
York Central took him from 
Streator to Kankakee.

Despite financial difficulties, 
Mr. Johnson did not become dis­
couraged in his studies. He is 
a diligent student and is interest­
ed in the advanced certificate. He 
passed the entrance examination 
and entered college January 15, 
1959.

BOOK REVIEWS
A Theology of the Laity, Hend­

rick Kraemer. Philadelphia: 
Westminster Press, 1959. 188
pages. $3.00.

This work, a product of one of 
the well-known theologians of our 
day, is not a book on theology for 

the layman. It is rather, what it 
says: A theology of the layman 
giving theological basis for his 
place in the church.

The author shows how various 
movements have been characteriz­
ed by lay interest and leadership. 
In fact, laymen have been in the 
fore front. Augustine, Cyprian, 
and Calvin were laymen, for ex­
ample, as were Moody and the 
workers in the Wesley Movement. 
The Free Church Movement and 
th Quaker Movement were lay 
movments to a large degree. The 
modern mission enterprise receiv­
ed much energizing from lay mis­
sionaries and the YMCA, YWCA, 
and other youth movements which 
were in lay hands.

The New Testament did not 
give us a concept of laity and 
clergy. This was a development 
out of misunderstanding some 
early fathers. The church pro­
nouncements added to the grow­
ing idea. The Reformers repudiat­
ed the idea but put such a prem­
ium on preaching that a special 
class had to be developed to do 
this task well. Now there is re­
newed interest in the place of the 
laymen and women in the church.

The laity needs to be involved 
both in a fuller comprehension of 
the meaning of theology and in 
the active work of Christ. This 
understanding is not found in our 
day. Rather, there is superfic­
iality. The Christian evidently 
thinks little of his obligation to 
encounter the world as a Christ­
ian. He has in the western world 
been neutralized. The world per­
mits him to continue just so long 
as he keeps out of the way. In 
the East he is opposed by the 
world. The Christian should know 
that the Lord Christ has the 
authority to dictate the terms of 
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this relationship, not the Christian 
himself.

The theology of the laity is 
essentially the theology of the 
church and of its place in the 
world. It is missions; it is minis­
try. The whole membership is in­
volved as a total mission-ministry. 
It exists for the world, not itself. 
The author insists that his pecul­
iar emphasis lies in seeing the 
laity as fully responsible in bring­
ing the nature and calling of the 
church to expression. He does not 
expect a completely laicized 
church, however, for “a treatment 
of the ordained ministry is quite 
in order.” But a completely in­
volved church would make a larg­
er place for lay responsibility. 
This would require much self-ex­
amination on the part of the 
church. This in itself is not an 
easy task. The church resists 
change and examination. But this 
total ministry-mission should be­
come a reality for the church to 
realize its being.

—Lee Gallman 

most one-volume Bible dictionaries 
to have too many small topics. 
The topics contained are inclusive 
and limited in number. The con­
cise index makes it easy to find 
the exact topic for which you are 
concerned.

Many of the important Bible 
words and doctrines have virtual 
essays by these capable and sym­
pathetic scholars. A very success­
ful attempt has been made to be 
accurate in meaning without the 
use of technical terms.

Particularly refreshing is the 
frankness and forthrightness of 
these scholars. As an example, 
Von Allmen, writing the topic on 
baptism says, among other things, 

. . The New Testament does not 
consider that anyone could be a 
member of the church without 
undergoing baptism.” For a form­
er pastor of the Reformed Church 
of Grace this is extremely encour­
aging.

—W. A. Whitten

STATISTICAL REPORT
Since September 1, 1958

Correspondence
Students  277

Extension
Center Students _________ 1,205

Total _________________ 1,482

In the picture below, Director 
Gallman points out to New As­
sociate Ray Worley the territory 
in which he will work. Mr. Wor­
ley lives in Texas and will have 
his headquarters at Southwestern 
Baptist Seminary until his grad­
uate work is completed in May. 
He may be reached at P. 0. Box 
22777, Fort Worth 15, Texas, or 
by telephone at Fort Worth Hall, 
Southwestern Seminary.

The work in Texas has recently 
been expanded to include the 
Negro program under the Christ­
ian Life Commission and the Latin 
American Mission Program. Mr. 
Worley will assist these leaders 
as well as the workers in the 
many regular Seminary Extension 
Centers.

Von Allmen, J. J.; A Compan­
ion to the Bible: New York, Ox­
ford University Press ; 1958. 
$6.00. 478 pages. Introduction by 
H. A. Rowley.

A Companion to the Bible is 
not to be confused with a book 
of the exact same title edited 
by T. W. Manson and published 
in 1950. In fact, this book is a 
dictionary of theological terms, 
whereas Manson’s book is more 
of an introduction to Bible study. 
Von Allmen in this volume has as­
sumed a similar task with com­
parable results as did Alan Rich­
ardson in A Theological Word 
Book of the Bible.

This volume, containing the 
work of thirty-six scholars, has 
not yielded to the temptation of
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A HOME WITHOUT BOOKS
“A home without books is as 

criminal as an alcoholic home,” 
declared Dr. Max Lerner. Dr. 
Lerner, speaking to the eighth 
annual session of the Adult Edu­
cation Association in Cincinnati 
November 8, 1958, listed the 
American home as the number one 
educational agency other than 
schools.

Is the home still an educational 
agency? Should it relinquish its 
inherent right as a value creator ? 
Should a child be farmed out to 
any outside source to learn his 
criteria for religion, life, and suc­
cess ? If the home is still an 
educational agency, how can it 
strengthen its role in modern so­
ciety ? These and many other 
such questions are easily answer­
ed by the responsible parent. 
The easy answer, however, runs 
into a practical impasse in work­
ability. How can members of the 
family who see each other only 
at mealtime be knit together in 
any type of worship or learning 
situation ?

Modern homes have vibrating 
easy chairs, space command tele­
vision sets, and many other such 
“bare necessities,” but no books. 
Some have many fine volumes 
that harmonize well with the wall 
paper but have no other purpose. 
There are still others with books 
purchased under the tenseness of 
a pressure salesman. Such books, 
while appearing as bargains, 
prove to be quite expensive and 
require the use of a technician.

The presence of good books in 
the home causes the child to de­
velop a hearty respect for higher 
things. The frequent use of and 
reference to classics like those 
of Shakespeare, Milton, and Long­
fellow might well be a good di­
version as well as influence in 
the home. After all, what’s so 
bad about a “high-brow” home. 
Is it really snobbish or hyper­
intellectual to want the best for 

your home and children? So oft­
en many conscientious efforts to 
provide for the material security 
and welfare of the child are made 
with little or no thought for the 
mental and spiritual. “We leave 
it to the church and schools” says 
the modern parent. “We don’t 
want our children to be prejudic­
ed.”

Don’t blame the schools; they 
love and use books. They can 
only try to change what is often 
a very negative attitude reflect­
ing the home influence. Parents 
need not be so careful to warn 
the child about becoming a book- 
worm. Chances are he won’t. 
Even if he does, he can be con­
soled through life with a $15,000 
or $20,000 salary along with many 
other chemists, engineers, and 
writers reputed to be fanatical 
bookworms during school days.

Fortunately there are homes 
with good books, wholesome mu­
sic, creative arts, and esthetic 
interests that are not just con­
doned but encouraged. It is with 
much regret that this latter type 
home is so very seldom the case; 
that rather than being the rule, 
it is the exception.

There is both a positive and 
negative rationale in making the 
home a good library: first, for 
the real joy and benefit to be 
derived from good literature; sec­
ond, as a defense against the day 
in early adulthood when cunning 
writers with borderline motives 
will be able to tickle the fancy 
of an uninformed mind. To the 
question, “What is a good book?” 
Milton replied, “. . . A good book 
is the precious life blood of a 
master spirit, embalmed and 
treasured up on purpose to a life 
beyond.”

Whether a-home-with-no-books 
or an alcoholic home is the more 
destructive is not the point. The 
concern is over the ill effects to 
the innocent child by both such 
influences.

—W. A. Whitten
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