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COVER PAGE

»The photograph used as a basis for
the picture on page 1 this week is by
H. Armstrong Roberts, 4203 Locust St.,
Philadelphia.

PASTORAL CHANGES

»Robert E. Mann, has resigned the pas-
torate of Phillips Memorial Baptist
Church, Brandenburg, Kentucky, effec-
tive December 30, 1958. He has accepted
the pastorate of the First Baptist Church,
Mt. Carmel, Illinois.

»Trinity Baptist Chuch, Lexington, has
called Lynn Mitchell of that city as
minister of music. He has been associ-
ated for several years with the Calvary
Baptist Church of Lexington, and is
the brother of Bill Mitchell, minister

of music at Grace Baptist Church. Bob,

Brown is Trinity’s Pastor:

»Dr. T. Luther Holcomb. resigned as

interim pastor of the Lakewood Baptist
Church, Dallas Texas, on November 16,
thus bringing to a conclusion his full-
time ministry as a Baptist preacher. In
his retirement he expects to remain as
a member of the Lakewood Church: in
Dallas. .

SUBSTANTIAL GIFTS

»The Leland Speeds family has given
$50,000 as part of the cost of construction
for a library on the campus of Missis-
sippi College. Leland Speeds was a
former mayor of Jackson, Mississippi.

»-Retired Baptist Pastor T. W. Green,
Jackson, Mississippi, has given $25,000
to endow a professorship for the Bible
Department of Mississippi College. The
fund is to be administered by the Missis-
sippi Baptist Foundation.

»Dr. T. Luther Holcomb has made a
gift of 200 books to the American Bap-
tist Seminary, Nashville, Tenn., for its li-
brary, said library being called the T. L.
Holcomb Library in his honor. Dr. Hol-
comb has long had an interest in Negro
ministerial education, and was instru-
mental in securing a gift of $25,000 for
the Nashville school while he was ex-
ecutive secretary of the Southern Bap-
tist Foundation.

POAU TO ST. LOUIS

»National Conference of Protestamts
and Other Americans United for Separa-

Two

GLEANINGS FROM THE FIELD

tion of Church and State will be at St.
Louis, February 9-10, 1959, at the Third
Baptist Church and Scottish Rite Ca-
thedral. Two of the speakers will be
Dr. Dick Houston Hall, pastor, First
Baptist Church, Decatur, Ga., and Dr.
Roy L. Laurin, pastor, Eagle Rock Bap-
tist Church, Los Angeles, Calif, Featured
speakers at the Tuesday daytime ses-
sions will be Dean Glenn L. Archer, ex-
ecutive director, on “Religion and the
U. S. Presidency,” and Jesse K. Lewis,
attorney in the famous Bradfordsville,
Ky., school case, who will discuss “Cleri-
cal Blueprint in the Blue Grass.”

Deacon Chester R. Snyder has been
serving Baptist Tabernacle, Louisville,
as its church clerk for the last fifty
years. In recognition of this and his
many fine qualities, his church observed
CHESTER SNYDER DAY. He has not
missed a single Sunday in going to Sun-
day school since the first Sunday in
January, 1906, which is fifty-two years
of perfect attendance. He was Sunday
school superintendent from 1922 to 1928,
and taught the Agoga Bible Class from
1928 to 1942. Besides all these things,
he has been superintendent and secre-
tary of various departments of the
church organizations.

COMMENDING HAYS

»Another state comes through with a
commendation for President Brook Hays
of the Southern Baptist Convention, as
follows: “The executive board of the
Colorado Baptist General Convention,
by unanimous vote commends issue and
your Christian statesmanship for the
right during your many years in our

U. S. Congress . . . You continue to be
in our love and prayers. Since the door
of service to you as representative from
Arkansas in Congress has closed, we
pray a greater door of service and more
effectual one is open for the future.”

Earnestly Contend for the Faith which
was .Once for All Delivered to the Saints
—Jude 3.
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Christian Oruth In Baptism

By The Late RUFUS W. WEAVER

The fact that immersion was the prim- steadfastly to the belief that these forms

itive mode of baptism is as well estab-
lished in the field of biblical scholar-
ship as is any fact which modern science
has been able to demonstrate. The proofs
are so over-whelming that there is no
pedobaptist scholar of acknowledged
standing anywhere in the world who
would risk his reputation by endeavor-
ing to establish the claim that Jesus
Christ was not immersed in the Jordan,
or that immersion was not the practice
of the apostolic age. The period of de-
bate is ended. The question is settled
as to the fact. The issue now relates
to the necessity of continuing or restor-
ing the practice of immersion. The whole
discussion among evangelicals has taken
on a new aspect; it centers not upon the
historic proofs for New Testament bap-
tism, but upon the ethical obligation to
its continued observance.

Every religious form which sets forth
an idea or presents a series or system of
ideas is properly called a symbol. In
theology, creeds, confessions of faith
and all formal and authoritative state-
ments of doctrine are called symbols. In
like manner, all words, whether spoken
or written, are symbols in that they set
forth or represent ideas.

Religion lives only by communication
and influence. Christianity is a preach-
ing or a communicating religion. A form
used to communicate truth becomes
symbolical in character. Such are the
few and simple forms or ordinances
which we find in the New Testament.

To get the use of the symbol without
the abuse has been in the past Christian
centuries no easy task. This was the
point of departure from New Testament
truth which introduced all the errors of
Rome. This tendency led very early to
the widespread acceptance of the heresy
of baptismal regeneration; the baptized
were saved because of their baptism, the
unbaptized were lost. Thus the principle
called sacramentalism gained ascendency
—the teaching that there is in religious
forms of themselves an efficacy to be-
stow salvation and spiritual grace. This
became the basal principle upon which
the Roman Catholic, the Greek Catholic,
the High Church Episcopal ecclesiastical
organizations are founded.

The Christian world is divided into
two opposing armies with many of the
evangelical denominations unallied with
either but endeavoring to preserve an
impossible neutrality. The one army is
made up of the hosts who believe in the
efficacy of religious forms—those who
accept sacramentarianism; the other
army is made up of those who hold

The late Dr. Rufus Washington Weaver was
a highly esteemed Baptist preacher, pastor,
educator and author of this last generation.
This helpful and authentic statement on
baptism by Dr. Weaver is reprinted from The
Baptist Messenger, of Oklahoma.
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are symbolic, setting forth divine truth
and giving in a dramatic way convincing
evidence of the saving and sustaining
power of the gospel. This army is led
by the Baptists.

Among the fundamental ideas for
which Baptists stand and which they
hold in a distinctive way are: “The
worth of man, the necessity of the new
birth, and the preservation of truth
in Christian symbols.” In the preserva-
tion of truth in Christian symbols, Bap-
tists exhibit the following principle: “The
religious experience must precede the
religious expression or form; the reli-
gious expression or form must follow
promptly the religious experience and
must set forth and express this experi-
ence in accordance with New Testament
teachings.” We hold that no religious
form is valid which does not express a
genuine religious experience. We deny
the efficacy of forms to produce spiritual
experience; we affirm the necessity of
form to express religious experience.
Baptism is limited to believers, for they
alone have the experience which bap-
tism portrays. Infants cannot have the
experience, so baptism is denied them
along with all others who have not
trusted in Jesus Christ as a personal
Savior.

For those who deny the efficacy of
forms and reject sacramentarianism the
issue narrows. Baptism is either sym-
bolic, it sets forth an idea or a group or
system of ideas. Baptism tells something.
It tells the truth, or it tells falsehood.
Baptism by immersion cannot express
the same idea or group of ideas which
pouring or sprinkling sets forth. The
change of the form of baptism changes
its meaning. The substitution »f some
form other than the one which Christ
ordained is a misrepresentation of his
thought and in so far as it misrepresents
it is the thwarting of his purpose. From
the committing of this sin Baptists have
escaped by requiring baptism to be by
immersion, and in the spirit of Christ
they are seeking to persuade all who
have trusted in Jesus Christ to follow
with them in obeying the unmistakable
teaching of Scripture and the positive
command of the Master himself.

The command which Jesus gave that
all who became disciples should be bap-
tized by immersion rests upon eternal
truth. Baptism by immersion embodies
a group of ideas. Taken together, they
epitomize the essential teachings of
Christianity. Baptism presents a trinity
of truths: 1. Historical Christianity—the
death, burial and resurrection of our
Lord are dramatically represented in the
burial and in the resurrection from
water; 2. Experiential Christianity—the
experience of the believer once dead in
sin and now alive through faith in Jesus

Christ, rising from a watery grave “fo
walk in newness of life;” 3. Prophetic
Christianity—the Christian’s hope of a
resurrection from the dead after the
burial of the body in the grave.

It is the meaning of baptism which
makes its proper observance morally
imperative. In no symbol was there ever
deposited so much or so precious truth
as in Christian baptism. In it there is
preserved a sufficient revelation for the
perpetuation of Christian faith, were
every Bible destroyed and every church
levelled to the ground, provided those
who. participated in this baptism ex-
perienced and expressed its meaning.

Baptism is the Bible which Jesus
wrote not in the symbolism of words
but in the living symbolism of believing
men and women who once in their lives
should make a confession of their faith,
their experience of grace, their hope of
eternal blessedness, when all who be-
hold should see, whatever their language
or race, in one breathless moment, God’s
plan of redemption described, illustrated
and foretold. If baptism be the gospel
enshrined in a form which as the me-
dium for setting forth its fundamental
facts rises triumphant over the separa-
tions of languages, the divisions of races
and the changes of time, it possesses a
value as a vehicle for the communication
of the gospel surpassing all the symbqls
of speech and literature. Baptism in its
New Testament symbolism becomes the
perfect confession of Christ. No other
form can thus set forth these elemental
truths.

The belief that baptism portrays the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit is without
foundation. This belief came into ex-
istence because the Reformation pro-
duced men who insisted that the Bible
and the Bible alone was authoritative
in matters of religion, yet they desired
to continue practices which they had
inherited from the Roman Catholic
Church. Sprinkling and pouring were
then accepted by Catholics as valid bap-
tism, while infant baptism was almost
universal. These reformers were not
ready to break with these religious cus-
toms; so they sought so to interpret the
Bible as to find a biblical basis for these
customs.

It required courage and devotion to
the truth of the Scripture for one to
break with his fellow evangelicals in
the stormy days of the Reformation. It
requires courage and devotion to the
truth of the -Scriptures for a Christian
man to leave the denomination with
which he has long been associated, to
break family ties and to form new spir-
itual alliances, yet this is the issue from
which no truth-seeking, God-fearing
man improperly baptized by sprinkling
or pouring can escape. The question is
one of loyalty to truth. Baptism by im-
mersion is not necessary to salvation,
but is necessary to complete obedience
to Jesus Christ. Listen to his words.
“Come, follow me.”
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Disappointed But Not Discouraged

By ROBERT E. HUMPHREYS, Owensboro, Ky.

The way the Report of the Survey
Committee was received at Elizabeth-
town was disappointing but not discour-
aging. Except the part which had to do
with Christian Education, the report,
in accordance with the recommendation
of the Survey Committee, was referred
to a larger and more representative

group, the Executive Board, for further
study and to bring recommendations to
the General Association. Already the
Executive Board has heard from the
Survey Committee a presentation of and
reasons for its recommendations, and has
planned action for further study and
consideration, which will lead to the
conclusions to be submitted. This larger
part of the Survey Committee’s report
is in capable and consecrated hands, and
with the extension of time for our peo-
ple to be informed, we can look hope-
fully toward the next meeting of the
General Association.

No one can be shortsighted enough to
conclude that the action concerning our
Baptist schools was meant to be final.
The action on the substitute motion and
the amendment thereto indicates other-
wise. This action calls for an Educational
Committee which is to formulate plans
for the future guidance of our educa-
tional organization. That the Educational
Committee be instructed to utilize the
survey materials supplied by Booz, Allen,
and Hamiliton, and such other data as
may in the future become available,
in order further to modify the educa-
tional program of Kentucky Baptists
as they, with the approval of the various
Boards of Trustees, and upon the action
of the General Association, may deem
essential to the progress of Christian
Education.”

It is true that this is a very limited
action, but it does reveal a desire for
something beyond the status quo. A
number of individual Baptists who do
not agree fully with the Survey Com-
mittee’s recommendations, including
some of our school men, admit that not
enough was done concerning our school
situation.

The pressure of necessity means that
the action at Elizabethtown cannot be
final. The serious deficiencies of our
Kentucky Baptist colleges are to be seen
when they are compared to some of the
state colleges and universities, and tfo
some of our best Baptist colleges in
other states, and even to some of Ken-
tucky’s modern high schools (each cost-
ing from $2,000,000 to $3,000,000). These
high schools have quarters, facilities, and
methods that some of our Baptist col-
leges do not have. Baptist young people
who graduate from these superior high

schools are not inclined to enroll in
colleges where they will have fewer
advantages.

This unfavorable situation is under-
lined by the fact that there are more
than 11,000 Baptist young people en-
rolled in Kentucky colleges and univer-
sities. Approximately 2,200 of these are
enrolled in Baptist colleges in Kentucky.
Only one out of five! There are several
reasons but the chief one is: Our Baptist
colleges cannot offer the educational
advantages that can be found in some of
our State colleges and universities.

How much loss in educational advan-
tages is a Baptist student to take in
order to have what is called the ‘envi-
ronment’ of a Baptist school? How much
loss in educational advantage will he
take? Not many will take considerable
loss in educational advantage when they
know that State universities are not
altogether without Christian and Bap-
tist (B. S. U.) environment, and when
they know that Kentucky Baptists could
have fewer and better schools. It is no
less than tragic that our Baptist young
people have to be deprived of the best
because older heads have not seen that
Kentucky Baptists cannot or prefer not
to support adequately seven schools. The
amount contributed to Christian educa-
tion has kept seven schools alive, but
has forced all of them to be sub-stand-
ard by present-day criteria.

Furthermore, leading educators tell us
that within a decade applicants for en-
trance to colleges will double. It must
be admitted that our Baptist colleges in
Kentucky are not prepared in any way
for such an increase of students. Cer-
tainly as our colleges are now, they can-
not attract what ought {o be their share
of future students.

When public high schools are now
within reach of practically all of our
young people, we still contribute to the
existence of high schools. Kentucky Bap-
tists cannot provide in a large and ade-
quate way high school education and
at the same time provide the right kind
of college training for the maximum
number of Baptist students. The latter
can be done but not either or both.

So, in spite of sentiment, sectionalism
and self-interest, the pressure of neces-
sity will ultimately bring about much
needed changes in our Baptist educa-
tional set-up in Kentucky. Time is on
the side of change.

The full report of the Survey Com-
mittee is the result of seven months of
intense and thorough survey of all our
agencies and institutions by a competent
and nationally recognized consultant
firm; and of additional months of
thought and prayer by a number of Bap-
tist laymen and ministers,

For the first time in the long history
of Kentucky Baptists our whole pro-
gram of work has been thoroughly
diagnosed; a program or progress has
been suggested, and an objective pro-
vided. So there is now before Kentucky
Baptists a proposed program called forth
by a great need, and in the main sound
in what it recommends.

It is only fair to state progress has
been made in some branches of our state
program, but as a whole the progress
has been much less and much slower
than the exigencies of our situation call
for. Kentucky Baptists will not continue
indefinitely with much of the present
program which lacks in co-ordination,
concentration, specialization, trained
personnel and effectiveness.

In this day of swift advances in vari-
ous fields, such as economics, science,
education, travel, communications, snail-
paced progress is not enough. The horse-
and-buggy period is gone. The passen-
ger-train era is passing. This is the day
of jet planes, earth satellites, and moon
rockets. We need a program which will
challenge our people and command the
respect of all those whom we seek to
serve. Such is the program now before
Kentucky Baptists for consideration.

This proposed program will haunt
Kentucky Baptiists until its recommen-
dations, with possible wvariations and
amendments, are adopted and placed in
operation.

“Progress—the strides of God.” (Vic-
tor Hugo)

O

Billy Graham to Address
Baptist World Congress
At Rio de Janeiro in 1960

WASHINGTON, D.C.—(BWA)—Evan-
gelist Billy Graham will address the
tenth Baptist World Congress meeting at
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 26-July 3,
1960.

Dr. Theodore F. Adams, president of
the Baptist World Alliance, told the
B. W. A. administrative committee at a
meeting here that Mr. Graham, a Bap-
tist, plans to attend the eight-day inter-
national meeting as one of the estimated
8,000 delegates from 100 countries a-
round the world.

“TI asked him if he would preach at
one of the congress sessions, and he
agreed,” Dr. Adams said. It is thought
probable the program committee will
ask Graham to lead a giant evangelistic
service at the conclusion of the congress.

The B. W. A. group, convened for its
annual fall session, gave attention to
varied details of planning for the 1960
session, and heard reports from its last
world meeting—a Baptist Youth World
Conference which attracted 8,022 young
delegates from 67 countries to Toronto
last summer.
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Christmas, 1958

How much different is Christmas 1958 from the
first Christmas? Outwardly there is little resemblance,
but in a real sense it may not be so different. Christ-
mas cards, presents, decorated trees, toys and Santa
Claus are all necessities of our Christmas but they
are not the most vital and meaningful things about
Christmas.

When the Christ Child was born he found no
room in a busy, preoccupied world. This is still largely
true. His birth was unknown by most people living
then and is still unknown to many people twenty
centuries later. Only shepherds and a few others heard
the announcement of his arrival from heaven and
heralding the good news of his birth is still an un-
finished task.

The Saviour’s parents were in Bethlehem on tax
business. This is still a big business today and causes
inconvenience to most parents and everybody else.
The problem is not where to go to pay as it was with
Joseph and Mary but where to go to get the money
with which to pay.

Many of the world’s children were hungry and
ill clad when Jesus was born. The majority of the

earth’s children twenty centuries later will go to bed
tonight hungry and some cribs of this day would not

come up to a manger. In our own state of Kentucky

where unemployment has made many destitute,
Christmas will be slightly more than a day on the
calendar.

When Jesus was born Caesar Augustus was on
the throne of pagan Rome and wanted least of all
a Saviour in the world. A godless nation under a god-
less dictator today scorns the Christ Child and the
religion He founded. In many nations Christ and his
followers are in flight and exile even as Jesus was
hurried off to Egypt to escape the sword of Herod.

When Jesus came the world was full of saber
rattling and threats of war. Today in many places the
sword is unsheathed and the world shivers with fear
of utter destruction.

The one hope of the world two thousand years ago
was the Babe of Bethlehem, This is still so. The Wise
Men recognized this then, and so will all wise men in
this day.

How different is our world from that world long
ago? Not much, but it could be. This gives significance
to Christmas 1958 and to every Christmas.
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The Unofficial A.A.T.S. Report

By now a considerable number of the nine mil-
lion Southern Baptists know that the American As-
sociation of Theological Schools recently censured the
Southern Seminary trustees and president for pro-
cedures used in dismissing 13 professors last summer.
To the surprise of some there was no mention at all
of the actions of the professors in the official report
and some of the professors quickly stated that the re-
port vindicated their stand.

Now comes an unofficial report from undisclosed
persons connected with the investigation of the asso-
ciation. This unofficial report sounds different from
the official one and was obtained by Associated Press
Religion writer, George W. Cornell of New York. I
talked at length by phone with Mr. Cornell to be sure
his report was to be interpreted like it sounded. He
confirmed that he got his information from A.A.T.S.
persons whose identity he could not reveal.

It seemed that A.A.T.S. policy prevented any of-
fical comment on the conduct of seminary teachers,
trustees or president, and for that reason only ad-
ministrative procedures were commented on. Unof-
fically, however, the investigators concluded that
parties on both sides had made mistakes and shared in
causing the crisis.

The president and trustees were censured for dis-
missals that were too hasty and without a full hearing.
The procedure was also called a device for getting
rid of two professors and taking back the ones desired.

The professors were also in fault according to
these unofficial findings, because they made an un-
justified personal attack on Dr, McCall’s integrity.
They also erred in putting the administration in an
untenable position by threatening to resign in a bloc
if changes were not made. One A.A.T.S. person was
quoted as saying, “No administration can stand that
kind of pressure.”

Where does that leave us? It leaves us with an
official spanking for the president and the trustees and
an unofficial spanking for the dismissed professors.
It’s bad for Baptists to spank each other; it’s worse for
Baptists to be spanked by non-Baptists. Only one thing
could be worse and that’s to need a spanking and not
be willing to take it officially or unofficially.
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THE SOUTHERN SEMINARY TROUBLE

By the EDITOR

The present plight of the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary is serious,
to put it mildly. The conflagration which
broke out last spring and summer and
resulted in the mass dismissal of 13 pro-

fessors has never died. It burned under-
neath in the months since then and now
has broken out again with the release
of the report of the investigation of the
American Association of Theological
Schools which severely criticized the
administrative procedure of the Presi-
dent and the Trustees in the dismissal
action. The seminary is now threatened
with the loss of accreditation if corrective
measures are not taken,

President’s Power Increased

To understand the present plight it
is necessary to know something of the
sequence of unfortunate events leading
to this critical moment. In recent days
the president has released the materials
he submitted to the investigators in their
study of the matter. These materials in-
cluded wvarious reports and excerpts
from Board meetings. Earlier, supporters
of the dismissed professors had cir-
culated documents related to the inci-
dent. From these it is possible to get a
fairly accurate account of what hap-
pened from March to December, 1958,

For several years there has been
growing discontent among faculty mem-
bers over the degree of faculty partici-
pation in decisions bearing directly on
academic life. This grew out of a 1943
change in seminary administrative struc-
ture in which the president became rec-
ognized as the Executive Head of the
institution.” Among his expressed duties
were the selection and nomination of
new teachers. Before 1943 the president
had functioned more or less as chairman
of the faculty with the faculty having a
strong voice in nearly all decisions.

In the working out of the new plan
the president generally sought the
counsel of the faculty in such matters
as faculty additions and promotions but
it was never quite agreed how much
voice the faculty had. The president
retained veto power over faculty rec-
ommendations and the exercise of this
was resented by some faculty members,

First Trouble in March

The expression of this resentment was
openly and officially made first in the
annual meetings of the seminary Trus-
tees in March, 1958. The regular faculty
report to the trustees expressed concern
over two matters: and the implemen-
tation of the Booz, Allen and Hamilton
Report” and the “making of decisions
which bear directly on academic life,”

Six

The report spoke of “low morale” of the
faculty and said “the present adminis-
trative flexibility with regard to such
matters as the addition of new faculty
members, promotions, salary scale, and
tenure contributes to a sense of insecur-
ity on the part of some.” The report con-
cluded that “open, frank discussion of
problems will usually bring satisfactory
salvation” but “if unilateral action is
taken . . . it tends to produce an at-
mosphere of distrust and an environment
in which Christian freedom may be en-
dangered.”

This report was clearly a complaint
of the president’s administrative prac-
tices. The makers of it assured the presi-
dent that only principle was involved
and not personality. The president
granted that the faculty had the right
to make the report and it was made in
a valid manner but he disagreed with
its conclusions. He answered in detail
the various points of the report but con-
firmed the existence of the situation.

Concern by the Trustees over the fac-
ulty report was indicated in the March
meeting by a meeting of the Trustee
Committee on School of Theology with
the writers of the report. The result was
a statement from the Trustee Committee
in which it was said concerning the low
morale, “we feel we can understand
some of the factors giving rise to this
feeling . . . while we subscribe to the
principle of counsel between the ad-
ministration and faculty, we reaffirm
the principle that the Board of Trustees
has delegated certain administrative re-
sponsibilities to the president of the
Seminary.”

The “Supplementary Report”

Instead of easing tension the March
Trustee meeting seemed to precipitate
further tension between the president
and some faculty members. The affair
changed from one of principle to one
of personalities. When the situation
further deteriorated, a special meeting
of the Trustee Committee on Theology
was called “to investigate the total situ-
ation which involves dissatisfaction on
the part of faculty members with the
administration of the Seminary.”

This historic meeting began on April
28, on the campus. A rumor reached the
campus that the Committee was coming
to fire two professors. At this juncture
the now famous or infamous “Supple-
mentary Report” was presented to the
Theology Committee by thirteen profes-
sors. This report has been the focal point
of the controversy since that moment. It
has never been made public by the trus-
tees or the faculty members. The presi-
dent considered it libelous and defama-
tion of character and the professors re-

fused to release it publicly claiming it
was a matter of concern only to the
trustees. Friends of the faculty members
and others have circulated it since then
and its 'contents are fairly well known
by now.

Those familiar with the contents of
the “Supplementary Report” knew it
meant serious consequences. It was in
two parts, “Part I, A Statement of Ser-
ious Concern” and “Part II, Evidence
For and Illustrations of Part I.” Part I
ended with the following conclusions:

“It is our considered judgement that
the president’s course of action is di-
rected toward the objective of his inevi-
table and absolute control of: the semi-
nary.” i

“Accumulated evidence has brought
us to the painful but inevitable conclu-
sion that Dr. McCall, by word, act, and
temperament, has lost our respect, con-
fidence, and trust. We, therefore, ap-
peal to the trustees to help us resolve
our difficulties.” d o

Professors Threaten Resignation

The Theology Committee spent five
and a half days in all hearing testimony
on both sides. Their conclusion was that
“on the basis of charges made and testi-
mony heard we have full confidence in
the integrity and character of the presi-
dent. We recognize that, in the admini-
stration of his duty, errors of judgment
have been made which contribute to the
present difficulties. Despite these errors
of judgment we have confidence in him
as an able administrator.” The faculty
members were told that “Although the
right to disagree is inherent in a Chris-
tian community, consistent and con-
tinued disagreement indicates a basic
disharmony which makes co-operation
impossible. Such a spirit should not be
condoned.” They were also told that a
person who finds himself in complete
disagreement with the policies of a
school can seldom be happy in his work
and that those who find themselves in
rebellion should seek a climate in which
they can work happily for our denomi-
nation. ’

Upon being informed of the con-
clusions of the Theology Committee and
that such a report would be presented
to the meeting of the full Board of
Trustees on May 23, the thirteen pro-
fessors sent the “Supplementary Report”
to all trustees with a letter saying that
a six hour conference with the president,
they found no change in his attitude.
The letter ended with “If we receive no
specific proposal from the Board of
Trustees, you may expect to receive our
resignations.” .

Professors Dismissed
The Trustee meeting on May 23 in

Houston accepted the report of the Trus-

tee Committee on Theology. Confidence
in the president’s character and integ-
rity was reaffirmed. The president was
instructed to “do all he can within the
framework and intent of the bylaws to
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effect reconciliation with members of
the thirteen.” The trustees further ex-
pressed their readiness to meet in an
adjourned session in Louisville to hear
any recommendation the president
deemed advisable and to give any pro-
fessor or professors recommended for
dismissal a full hearing. The full The-
ology faculty was informed of this de-
cision.

June 12 was the date for the Louis-
ville meeting to hear the president’s rec-
ommendations. A number of meetings
of the president with individual faculty
members and groups of professors was
held between May 23 and June 12,
Charges and counter charges were made
and, at least on one occasion, the con-
flict was apparently very near settle-
ment but discussions broke down. On
June 12 the president appeared before
the Trustees reporting this failure to
effect reconciliation and recommended
that ‘“the resignation” of the 13 pro-
fessors “be accepted and that they be
dismissed from their respective positions
as members of the faculty of the South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary ef-
fective June 12, 1958.”

Other presidential recommendations
provided for salary pay until July 31,
1958, and the provision for a reinstate-
ment committee to take back any of the
professors who might subsequently give
evidence of willingness to work har-
moniously and effectively within the
framework and intent of the actions of
the trustees.

The trustees removed the provision
of resignation from the president’s rec-
ommendations and dismissed the 13
professors. The vote was 32 to 9.

Dispute Continues

The professors charged that they were
not given a full hearing as promised.
They spent several hours individually
and as a group with the trustees but
were not permitted to discuss their
charges against the president. They were
restricted to reporting what had been
done toward reconciliation since May 23.
That they were informed of the presi-
dent’s intention to recommend their
dismissal only a few hours before the
meeting convened was also a complaint.
The president defended himself on the
grounds that he was working for recon-
ciliation and his decision to recommend
dismissal was an eleventh hour matter.

Three professors were absent from
Louisville at the time of dismissal. This
procedure has been censured by the
A.ATS. They were offered hearings
upon return but declined on grounds
they were already unjustly dismissed.

Reinstatement Efforts Fail

Only one of the professors appeared
before the reinstatement committee. The
others refused on the grounds that they
were unjustly dismissed, and to appear
would be an admission of wrong on their
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part. A group of the professors offered
to consider returning if their dismissal
were rescinded by the trustees. This the
Executive Committee of the trustees
failed to recommend on July 1.

Then came the painful experience of
disconnecting office phones of the pro-
fessors, removing name plates from
doors, etc. The professors began to find
other places of ministry and by now only
two have not announced other places
of service.

Mention of an investigation of the in-
cident by the American Association of
Theological Schools came early after the
dismissal of the professors. Some
charged that President MecCall would
prevent this since he was vice-president
of the organization. Instead, when it was
announced the investigation would take
place, the president said it was wel-

.come. The investigators had access to

all relevant documents and heard testi-
mony from both sides. Their report on
December 6 carefully avoided any com-
ment on the character or personal con-
duct of either side of the conflict but
judged as wrong the procedures used
by the president and trustees in the dis-
missal action,

Four of the dismissed professors con-
tacted by the press immediately stated
that the A.A.T.S. report vindicated their
stand. An emergency meeting of the
local trustees issued a statement in de-
fence of the dismigsal action and invited
further consideration of the matter by
the A.A.T.S. The Executive Committee
of the trustees met on December 11 and
discussed at length steps to take in light
of the A.A.T.S. report. Announcement
of these steps will likely be announced
shortly.

o0—

» William H. Pitt, Sr., began his minis-
try at the Pleasant Grove Church, Jef-
ferson County, in Long Run Association,
Anchorage, Ky., on December 7. He
came from a four and a half year minis-
try as associational missionary in Milan,
Tennessee. He is a native of Memphis,
a graduate of Union University, and a
second year student at Southern Semi-
nary. Pleasant Grove has been without
a pastor since July 1.

Letters of Spiritual Counsel
By WAYNE E. OATES

Question: My
husband and I have
just been married.
He is a ministerial
student and plans
to enter the semi-
nary this fall. I
lack one semester
of my college work.
Should I stay in
college and let him
go on to the semi-
nary without me, or
is there some other
way of solving the

Wayne E, Oates

problem?

Answer: When a man and woman
are first married, it is extremely im-
portant that they have their first few
weeks, months, and even years togeth-
er in order that they may develop their
life routine, role, expectations, and dis-
ciplines together. By all means this is
much more important, if a choice has
to be made, than one semester of col-
lege education.

However, such a choice does not have
to be made. Most of our Seminaries,
and I know this is true of the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louis-
ville, have active programs of instruc-
tion for students’ wives. . Also, practi-
cally all of them are located near a
college to which you can transfer your
college work and -graduate. I would
suggest that you confer with the semi-
nary and college officials near your
husband’s seminary and see what can be
worked out. I know we could help you
with this problem through our Direc-
tor of Women’s Activities, Dr. Louise
Foreman Blount, who is an exception-
ally competent advisor of young brides
who are seminary student’s wives, such
as yourself,

—_———

»Dr. R. S. Jones, long investment di-
rector of the Relief and Annuity Board,
Dallas, Texas, is now making his home
at Ryan Avenue, Murray, Kentucky.

Christmas Greetings to Our Readers

The entire staff of the Western Recorder wishes to express appreciation
for the response and encouragement of our readers during the past year.
We also wish to express a desire for the blessings of our Lord upon all
of our readers during this Christmas Day and during the entire Year of 1959.

It has been a long tradition with the Western Recorder that no paper
is issued during the last week of the calendar year, and this year we are
following that custom, except that the date of the omitted issue will be
January 1, 1959, which makes it really the first Thursday in the new year.
Our next issue will be dated January 8, 1959.
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BAPTIST FORUM QA&

“WE SIMPLY SAID
WHAT WE DIDN'T WANT”

Editor:

My hat is off to you, Brother, Editor,
for wrapping the report of your General
Association in such a neat phrase. In so
doing you magnify Baptist polity also.
“Open conclusions, openly arrived at,”

" is the way Woodrow Wilson would have
put it, and that’s the way Baptists prac-
tice it.

I sympathize with you and Ora Spaid,
of the Courier Journal, in not being able
to get a story in a whole day, for I once
sat where you sit. If I had you two in
Atlanta I would give you a good dinner
for not creating a story when there is

. none; thereby exalting the highest stand-
ard of jeurnalism. The truth is that both
of your papers prosper because people
admire you for what is kept out of your
columns as much as for what you put
in them. Napoleon is quoted as having
said he feared one newspaper let loose
to say what it pleased more than an
army with banners on his border; that
he could meet an army and put it to be
flight, but it took God Almightly to kill
an idea.

“Was it a Do-Nothing Association?”
I very much doubt it,—looking from a
distance. Baptist people cannot be hur-
ried into new ventures. We have lost a
lot of money by not deliberating more.
“Stand ye still, and see the salvation of
the Lord with you, O Judah and Jeru-
salem . . . tomorrow go out against them:
for the Lord will be with you” (II Chron.
20:17). God often sets his “tomorrow”
over against our ‘“today.” “Stonewall”
Jackson won immortality as a soldier by
standing against federal forces and
turning the tides. And Marshall Foch
will live as long as France lives for his
“They shall not pass.” I know it is hard
to wait. I know also that waiting often
means success.

In closing this fraternal chat, let me
say a word or two about the Seminary
in Louisville. Storms have been beating
upon it now and then for sixty-five
years, to my personal knowledge; Dr.
Toy had his disagreement, and went to
Harvard; Dr. Whitsitt wrote an article
whieh displeased, and ultimately re-
signed; Dr. Mullins had some trouble
about salaries, and came to my hotel to
talk with me,—just a newly-elected
trustee; Dr. Sampey wanted several fac-
ulty members to be dropped, and his
trustees gave only partial support; Dr.
Fuller was accused of retaining unor-
thodox professors, and a resolution pro-
viding for a committee of one from each
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State to investigate the Seminary barely
missed passage of the Convention; Now
Dr. McCall and the whole Board of fifty-
three members are under condemnation.
Condemnation by whom? The Ameri-
can Association of Theological Schools.
What do professors from Yale, Harvard,
Columbia and other Northern seminaries
know about how to run a theological
seminary to suit Southern Baptists? How
can our seminaries walk with them if
we be not agreed? There are now about
9,000,000 white Baptists in the South.
We have come to be a great people in
numbers, in educational institutions, in
wealth, in missionary fervor, in care of
the sick and aged,—having been led by
the Word of God and the Holy Spirit.

May Heaven deliver us from entan-
gling alliances!

Atlanta, Ga.

John Jeter Hurt, Sr.

AS ONE MAN SEES IT
Editor:

In the report of the Executive Com-
mittee as published in the Western Re-
corder, December 11, issue is the state-
ment: “One-third of the Co-operative
Program goal will go for Southwide
causes. The remaining two-thirds will
be used in Kentucky.

“One item calls for the purchase of an
automoblie for the use of the General
Secretary for use in his work for Ken-
tucky Baptists.”

It is difficult for me to look with
favor on the use of mission money to
buy automoblies and expensive homes
for leaders of our mission boards.

Is the money contributed to the Co-
operative Program becoming so abun-
dant that we can afford such lavish
spending for the comfort and conven-
ience of mission board executive?

Why shouldn’t the money distributed
to Southwide causes and world missions
be at least equal to that spent within
our own state?

So much of the world is sitting in
heathen darkness; and souls go into
eternal darkness without hearing the
gospel message everytime a watch ticks.
Our churches are being asked to give
more for missions because world needs
are as great as ever.

Why then should not more of the
money sent in by the churches for mis-
sions and missionaries instead of for
expensive items for the comforts and
convenience of already well paid lead-
ers?

We know that the hearts of mis-
sionaries on mission field long for re-

inforcements and help we in the home-
land have not yet sent.

Of the 50 years I have completed in
the work of the ministry more than 45

years were devoted to mission work.
Although all travel expense incurred

in the course of my work had to come
out of a modest salary, I faithfully sup-

‘ported the whole missionary and be-

nevolent work of our denomination. I
am confident all our missionaries make
sacrifices in order to contribute to the
whole mission program,

Hence, knowing something of the
heartaches and sacrifices of our mis-
sionaries and the needs of the ‘fields
they are serving, my challenge to our
State Mission agency in its spending of
the money sent for missions by the
churches is justified.

It is asking little enoeugh of our State
leaders that they be 'as missionary in
spirit and practice as we ask our mis-
sionaries to be.

The advances we are making in' our
denominational work gives us occasion
to rejoice.

But, we should feel that the agencies
entrusted with the distribution of mis-
sion money should spend less on com-
forts and conveniences for the officials
and more for the missionaries. Such
practice would be in keeping with what
our churches expect in the spending of
mission money.

Lawrence burg, Ky. R.E. BOOKER
A SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHER’S VIEWS .

Editor:

I want to express my appreéiation'for
your lead editorial, “Rock Whence Ye

-Are Hewn,” appearing in the October

9, 1958, issue of Western Recorder.

I know that the Scripture is dogmatic,
emphatie, -authoritative, positive: and
forceful and we should use it instead
of a ‘sweet little discourse’ in our Sun-
day schools. ;

The Sunday school must be evange-
listic and I don’t believe that ‘a sweet
little discourse’ from ‘topical treatments
on scattered passages’ will bring lost
souls under conviction or build up be-
lievers in the faith.

I am in favor of parting company with
the International Sunday School Lesson
as a guide and have our Sunday School
lesson outlines, plans and literature
prepared by our own born-again, ded-
icated, Bible-read writers who are will-
ing to expound the Scriptures as they
are for lost man as he is. -

I would like also to toss a bouquet
to Bro. H. C. Chiles, the writer of the
Sunday School lesson in Western Re-
corder. I read eight comments on the
lesson for September 25, 1958, and only

two of them conformed to the Scriptures.

Bro. Chiles was one of the two. . .
May God continue to bless you richly!

WILLIAM W. HOPKINS
Owensville, Ohio ’

December 25, 1958
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Evangelistic Conference To
Feature Outstanding Speakers

By A. B. COLVIN
Superintendent of Missions and Evangelism

Dr. James L. Sullivan

Dr. Dale Moody

The State Evangelistic Conference,
meeting at Walnut Street Baptist Church,
Louisville, Kentucky, January 12-14,
will feature four .outstanding speakers.

Dale Moody, professor of Systematic
Theology at Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, will bring four messages;
Herschel H. Hobbs, pastor, First Baptist
Church, Oklahoma City and current
Baptist Hour speaker, will speak four
times; James L. Sullivan,: -executive
secretary-treasurer of the Baptist Sun-
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Dr. Herschel H. Hobbs

Dr. R. Paul Caudill

day School Board, will appear four
times; and R. Paul Caudill, pastor, First
Baptist Church, Memphis, will bring
one message.

The general theme of the Conference
is “Getting the Message of Evangelism
to Every Lost Soul in 1959.” Various
phases of “the Message” to be discussed
are the Essentials, the Urgency, the In-
struments, the Power, and the Rewards
of the Message.

Eual F. Lawson, associate in the
Evangelism Department of the Home
Mission Board, will bring two messages
and lead conferences. The music will be
under the direction of Clifford A. Hol-
comb, field promotion .director in the
Church Music Department of the Baptist
Sunday School Board. Roy E. Boat-
wright, state Sunday school secretary,
and James H. Whaley, state Training
Union secretary, will also speak.

The conference will begin Monde}y
evening, January 12, at 6:45 and will
close Wednesday at noon.

The 1959 Simultaneous Evangelistic
Crusade is the greatest challenge that
Kentucky Baptists have ever faced. The
Evangelistic Conference will be a con-
certed effort to inform and inspire our
people to reach every lost soul with the
Gospel message during the Crusade.
Every Baptist church in Kentucky should
send its pastor and at least one layman
to the Conference.

Copies of the program have been
mailed to all pastors and missionaries
in Kentucky.

Ed. Beden, Jr., a native of California,
Ky., and formerly part-time photog-
rapher and news writer with the Ex-
ecutive Board of the General Association
of Baptists in Kentucky along with his
x;hrk as a student in the Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, is now a
teacher and director of public relations
with Oneida Baptist Institute, Oneida,
Ky. A graduate of Campbell County
High School, Georgetown College and
the School of Religious Education at the
Southern Seminary, he has been a state
summer mission worker with the Sandy
Hook Baptist Church in Elliott. Mrs.
Boden is the former Helen Poynter,
Ludlow, Kentucky.
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KENTUCKY BAPTISTS AT WORK

SUNDAY SCHOOL

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

o ’_I‘he .Sunday. S.ch'ool Department extends Christmas Greetings to the
missionaries, associational Sunday School superintendents, pastors, and all

Sunday workers in Kentuck i
Y. We wish for you a prosperous year i -
day school work. D WP

Roy E. Boatwright
Harry L. Garrett
Robert O. Fitts

Mrs. Earl H. Mann
Mrs. Wayne Catlett
Mrs. Lyman Austin

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER

January 5-9

Bible Study Week. The book recom-
mended for study is the Gospel Ac-
cording to Mark. The study course
book written to aid in this study was
written by Dr. Hugh R. Peterson.

January 12-14

Statfe Evangelistic Conference to be held
with the Walnut Street PBaptist
Church, Louisville.

January 26-30.

Blgod River' Association Central Train-
ing School to be held with the First
Baptist Church, Murray.

February 9- 13

State Sunday School Clinic, Madison-
ville. An excellent program has been
prepared with outstanding leaders
from the Sunday School Board and
from various states in the convention.
Send to the Sunday School Depart-
ment office in Middletown for reser-
vation blanks.

February 26-27

State Vacation Bible School Clinic, Sev-
ern’s Valley Baptist Church, Eliza-
bethtown.' All conference leaders for
associational clinics and other inter-
ested people should attend.

WOMAN’S MISSIONARY UNION

Mrs. Glenn Igleheart
Mrs. ‘William Young
Ann Griffin

ENLISTMENT CALENDAR

| Christmas T s

shining from our windows
_remind us that the world would be dark z
and without hope -

had God not put a light
in the window of the world

on that first Christmas night . . .
May that hope make your Christmas meaningful,
bright and merry is our Christmas prayer for you.
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Juanita White A z
Nina Martin -
Mrs. G. R. Ferguson . -

An Enlistment Cglendar for the first six months of the year appeared in this
column on Oct. 9. Clip this for the last six months and use it in your committee
for plans to come. The challenge for enlistment is tremendous. Use every available

help.

April

Recognize enlistment chairman of each
circle. Sit together at WMS luncheon

Honor circle that has gained the larg-
est number of new members for first
half of year.' Wi 3

C}irry out plans for spring event hon-
oring new members.

Ten

In all visitation encourage reading and
study of book, Christian Witnessing,
by Dr. Floy Barnard.

May

Anticipate YWAs marrying in June
Plan to assist, if needed, in Ceremony
for Gift Bible Presentation

Plan welcome for all married YWAs
coming into WMS

Honor circle with best attendance for
the year

June

Review goals set in October and check
on nine months’ progress

Check on enlistment relating to quar-
terly report

Plan contacts to absentees

Plan to visit June brides

July

Have testimonies of blessings received
from visiting

Encourage reading and study of book,
The Holy Spirit in Missions, by Dr.
J. B. Lawrence

Check on absentees

Have expressions (may be written)
from extension circle members of
blessings received from WMS mem-
bership

August

Have several members tell how they
were enlisted. Urge all members to
continue in their efforts.

Begin making plans for all enlistment

September

Make adequate providion for YWAs
promoted to WMS

Are additional circles needed for next
year?

Have Jubilee Goals been met?

Evaluate year’s enlistment plans

Check enlistment points for Honor
WMS

Recognize in special way unusual en-
listment work of circles or individuals

Recognize circle with best attendance
for year

Recognize circle with highest gain in
membership

Plan for new circles as needed.—Pre-
pared by Mrs. Harry Prater, Birm-
ingham, Alabama.

(e}

BROTHERHOOD

Lexington’s Calvary

Brotherhood On the Go
By FORREST R. SAWYER

L. J. Clark, the ef-
ficient secretary of
the Brotherhood of
the Calvary Baptist
Church in Lexing-
ton, Elkhorn Asso-
ciation, in reporting
the work of the
Brotherhood for the
quarter just ended,
lists an outstanding

meeting in which

Mr. Doyle Baker,

Fg’:;s‘erl" Training Union Di-
v rector for the
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church, and some of his officers, pre-
sented the Training Union Work.

Mr. Clark further states that the men,
in addition to extending invitations to
the regular services of the church and
engaging in routine activities, are throw=
ing themselves wholeheartedly into a
program designed, over a three year
period, to enlarge the budget and make
possible a building program.

Mr. Clark reports that the Royal Am-
bassadors of the church now have a
special meeting place adjacent to the
church building.

Mr. Ira Prosser, the assistant pastor
of. Calvary Church, has been elected
Elkhorn Associational Brotherhood
president.

Pastor Franklin Owen enjoys the fol-
lowship of his men.

LARGE NUMBER OF LAYMEN °
AT GENERAL ASSOCIATION

~An unusually large number of lay-
men, particularly associational Brother-
hood presidents, attended the Annual
meeting of the General Association of
Baptists in Kentucky which met in
Elizabethtown.

As more of our laymen avail them-
selves of the opportunity of meetings
such as the Annual Associational meet-
ing, the State Evangelistic Conference,
and other type meetings, the more in-
terest we will find the Baptist work
throughout the state.

WALNUT GROVE IN BE;I;HEL
HAS NEW BROTHERHOOD

The Walnut Grove Baptist Church,
Russellville, Kentucky, has organized
its Brotherhood.

On a recent Tuesday evening, Pastor
Guy P. Hall (who is retiring January 1
from a long and active ministry—one
that has been characterized as a thor-
otigh-going Southern Baptist) and his
men had the assistance of Ed Waters,
the associational Brotherhood president,
Rev. Raymond Rich, pastor of the sec-
ond Baptist Church, Russellville, and
Rev. Reed Rushing, the associational
missionary.

B. B. Gibbs was elected president of
the Brotherhood.

Other officers include Mr. Billy De=
Vasier, Willy T. White, James Gant,
Robert Foster, S. L. Sisk, and Walter
Mullen.

Twenty-eight men were enrolled as
members.

The second meeting of the men of the
Walnut Church was held on Sunday
afternoon, November 16. By this date
33 of the men had become members of
the Brotherhood.

On November 16, men from Bethel
Association, Ed Waters, president, and
men from Freedom Association, Victor
Brady, associational Brotherhood presi-
dent, assembled for a joint Associational
Brotherhood meeting. A total of 58
men attended.

WESTERN RECORDER

Guy P. Hall, Ed Waters, Victor Brady
and Reed Rushing, the associational mis-
sionary, are to be commended for their
methods of Brotherhood promotion.
0————

BAPTIST STUDENT UNION

International -

‘Student Retreat

By J. CHESTER DURHAM

The fourth annual
Kentucky - Tennes-
see International
Student Retreat was
held at Kentucky
Dam Village, Gil-
pbertsville, Kentucky,
November 27 - 29,
1958. This highly
successful retreat
was attended by 228
people. There were
193 students from 42
countries attending
the retreat. The In-
ternational Students attending the Re-
treat were the guests of the Baptist Stu-
dent Unions of Kentucky and Tennessee.

This retreat annually affords an ex-
perience of exploring religious concepts.
The opportunity was given for students
from various religious backgrounds to
examine the Christian faith in an at-
mosphere of complete understanding
and respect for all religions. Basic Chris-
tian concepts were presented through
formal addresses and open discussion
periods in a manner which appealed to
inquiring and seeking students. Students
engaged freely in serious conversation

J. C.'Durham

about common intellectual and spiritual

concerns.
Some of the topics discussed were,
“Living Together In One World,” “Man

Confronts the Christ,” “Man Confronts
His Fellow Man,” “Man Confronts the
Universe,” and “Man Confronts Him-
self.” 7

These International friends, who are
now studying in colleges and universities
in the United States, represent the in-
telligentsia of their countries and are
the potential leaders of their countries.
Some of them may be the future leaders
of the world. Many are doctors, engi-
neers, lawyers, and political science
majors.

They came from the following geo-
graphical and political areas of the world:
Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Chile,
China, Columbia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Egypt, England, Formosa (Taiwan),
Germany, Greece, Guam, Haiti, Hawaii,
Hong Kong, Hungary, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jamaica, Jordan,
Korea, Lebanon, Mexico, Norway, Pak-
istan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philip-
pines, South Africa, Sweden, Syria,
Thailand, Uruguay, Venezuela and the
United States of America.

The religions represented such evan-
gelical Christian denominations as Bap-
tists, Methodists, Disciples, Lutheran,
Presbyterian and Seven Day Adventist.
The majority of the group claimed the
following religions: Buddhist, Druse
(outgrowth of Mohammedanism), Greek
Orthodox, Hindu, Islam, Judaism, Mos-
lem, Roman Catholic, and Zorroastrian-
ism.

A similar retreat will be held during
the Thanksgiving season in 1959.
oO—

» Albert Bisler has resigned the pastor-
ate of the church at McKinney, Ken-
tucky, and went to be pastor of the Buf-
falo Baptist Church, Buffalo, Kentucky,
on November 16. At Buffalo he suceeds
John Wall.

TRAINING UNION

Mr. James Whaley
Mr. W. C. Dudley
Mr. Stanley Howell

Wishing You Much Happiness at
Christmas. May the Love of Christ
Bring You Joy and Peace!

Miss Mickey Martin
Mrs. Carolyn Porter
Miss Nina Easton
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e B SRR e 430175 61.50  Whitaker Grove .. 641.33  T78.01  Bethlehon 9.5 Levisburg ... 19670 " 88.21 Totals ...... 40099.84 10224.49 Lite Poplar o
------- - 2. ork Ridge ...... ........ ........ Woodlawn Missionary 104.6 24, o 48 ocjst Grove .....  27.19 75.51 - — Ll el o
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Mty'Gil S T g Hengley Chapel .. g } BLACKFORD ASSOCIATION b yth Seacia caseane 141.85 4 ) (el e S . SO N e Antineh 6.55 BOhABA - o 184207 589 10  New Hope .......
R S eaeeeas . Hosman YN oy Cgl\'vareei( """" 560.74 o OM;L gisgah .............. 45.00  Chestnut Grove ...  34.19 BT R s v e 99.10 63,39 lrzllrl P(y{)lglar ........... o
. Lebanon ..... L SR EEE L R e e ve  Bllisbwg <.oun.e Brushy Fork 5 469.84 103.41 casaniview
i BT R IR e ey Bwiad e s & L ST .t . 33.33 Owingsville ... ... 836.85  173.44  Freys Creek Buck Creck - BRanb0 TR 08 BTl pee
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The Roman Catholic “Conversion”
Of A Baptist Millionaire

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following editorial, first printed in the October 15, 1958,
issue of THE CANADIAN BAPTIST, is reproduced here just as it was reprinted
in the November 6 issue of THE BAPTIST TIMES.)

Senator Jacob Nicol, millionaire, fi-
nancier, lawyer, publisher and politician,
died in Sherbrooke, Que., on September
23, at the age of 82.

The Senator was once a small-town
farm boy from Roxton Pond, Quebec.
He worked his way through college and
law school and became publisher of
four French-language newspapers, presi-
dent of three insurance companies, di-
rector of five others, and vice-president
of La Banque Canadienne Nationale.

He was crown Prosecutor in Sher-
brooke and Liberal party organiser for
the Eastern Township by 1906 and in
1910 he founded the Sherbrooke daily
La Tribune. He was Provincial Treas-
urer of Quebec in 1921, was appointed
to the Legislative Council and became
Speaker of the Upper House in 1930. In
1944 he was named to the Senate.

Jacob Nicol was born of Baptist par-
ents. He grew up in a Baptist home,
attended Feller College (a Protestant
school) and was graduated with the
degree of Bachelor of Arts from Mec-
Master University (a Baptist institution)
in 1900. In 1928 McMaster conferred on
him the honorary LL.D. degree.

Throughout his life Senator Nicol was
a staunch Protestant and a faithful
member of Sherbrooke Baptist Church.

Two months before the Senator’s
death he was admitted to the Roman
Catholic St. Vincent de Paul Hospital.
He was suffering: from a broken collar
bone caused by a night-time fall in his
home.

While in the hosp1ta1 the senator’s
pastor, Rev. F. C. Amery of Sherbrooke
Baptist church, visited regularly every
second or third day. Prayers were of-
fered and Scripture passages were read.

At the Senator’s request the Baptist
pastor arranged for him have Holy Com-
munion on August 28. Just before the
communion service the Senator stated
to his Baptist pastor that, should he not
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recover, he desired a funeral service to
be conducted by his Baptist pastor and
a Protestant undertaker. Towards the
end of the communion service, the
Senator, being under some sedation be-
cause of continuing pain, had to be
roused. He continued to be kept under
increasing sedation and in an oxygen
tent. Imagine the shock to his Baptist
pastor when informed that the Senator
had voluntarily become a Roman Catho-
lic the next day after the communion
service!

The only witness to the Senator’s
“conversion” to Roman Catholicism, if
he ever made such a decision, were
members of the hospital staff—all Ro-
man Catholics,

The Senator’s brothers and sisters and
his nephew were as surprised and
shocked as the Baptist pastor at the
news that the Senator was reputed to
have become a Roman Catholic. They
were told nothing could be done, pre-
sumably because of the Senator’s being
now under heavy sedation and in a
critical condition, until he recovered and
was able to renounce his “conversion”
to Roman Catholicism.

The Senator, who had lived his whole
life as a staunch Protestant and as a
faithful Baptist, was buried from the
Roman Catholic St. Michel’s Cathedral
in Sherbrooke.

The Baptist pastor comforted the
Senator’s broken-hearted brothers and
sisters and their families. The Senator
had no children. His wife, the former
Emilie Couture, who survives him, has
been a patient in a Roman Catholic
institution for the past five years.

If the Baptists of Sherbrooke were
surprised and shocked at the Senator’s
reputed “conversion,” it might be well
to note, to the credit of a great many
Roman Catholic lay people, that they
were incensed concerning the whole

affair. They felt it did not reflect well
upon their church or its clergy.

The man who was sent to remove the
Senator’s grave stone from the Protes-
tant cemetery to place it in the Roman
Catholic cemetery said: “This ought
never to be, the Senator was a Protes-
ant all his life and he died a Protest-
ant.”

Our sympathy is extended to the
Senator’s family and his friends in the
Baptist Church at Sherbrooke and the
Baptist schools in which he had a life-
long interest. We have nothing to say
concerning the Roman Catholics of St.
Vincent de Paul Hospital, except that
it is not likely that they would have
been so zealous to convert a dying
Protestant, who was under heavy seda-
tion, right after he had received com-
munion from his own pastor, had he
not been a man of such great promi-
nence and such great wealth.

This incident will surely discourage
other Protestants from patronising Ro-
man Catholic institutions.

o—

»Pastor William K. Weaver, Jr., First
Baptist Church, Sylacauga, Ala., has
been elected chairman of the Executive
Board, Alabama Baptist State Conven-
tion. In former years he was associate
secretary in the Training Union De-
partment of the Executive Board, Gen-
eral Association of Kentucky Baptists.

»Rev. and Mrs. H. Eldon Sturgeon,
Southern Baptist missionary appointees
to Mexico who have been in the States
for a short visit following the completion
of their language study in Costa Rica,
have departed for their permanent field
of service. Their address is Apartado 204,
Moerelia, Michoacan, Mexico. Both are
natives of Kentucky, he of Milton and
she, the former Jo Ann Ferguson, of
Sonora.
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Sunday School Board Announces
Unified Study Course

By CLIFTON J. ALLEN, Editorial Secretary
Baptist Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE, Tenn—{(BSSB)—The
Sunday Schrol Board has recently ap-
proved a recommendation of its curricu-
lum committee that its three existing
textbook study courses be combined in-
to a single Church Study Course for
Teaching and Training. The new unified
course, an important step in the Board’s
curriculum development program, is to
be inaugurated in October, 1959.

A prominent feature of this single
church study course is that all existing
credits in the three current courses will
be transferred to the new course. Thus
all the accumulated credits of persons
who have earned awards in the Sunday
school, Training Union, and church
music courses will be maintained and
will apply toward the requirements for
diplomas in the new course. Also, the
books in the present courses will be
transferred to the new course.

The decision to correlate the three
present courses into one is the culmi-
nation of a two-year study by the Board’s
curriculum committee. A special study
group of Board workers, under the
chairmanship of Dr. J. M. Crowe, made
an extensive investigation of the Board’s
entire study course ministry and then
worked out the general plan approved
by the curriculum committee and, sub-
sequently, by the executive committee
of the Board.

The new course will provide opportun-
ity for a comprehensive study of many
books arranged in eighteen separate cat-
egories such as Bible, Christian life,
church membership, doctrine, evangel-
ism, missions, stewardship, and others.
For the completion of any book in any
one of the categories, a person will re-
ceive a book certificate which will apply
toward the requirements for a diploma.
Books may be taken at any time and in
any order. Diplomas will be offered for
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young people and adults, Intermediates,
and Juniors. The course is thus arranged
to encourage study by all 'church mem-
bers and to simplify the way of meeting
the requirements for a given diploma.

The new Church Study Course for
Teaching and Training will have the
same basic spiritual objectives as the
current courses, namely: growth in Bible
knowledge, soundness and stability in
doctrine, instruction and inspiration for
personal Christian living, meaningful
participation in church life and work,
effectiveness in the church educational
program, training of church workers,
and enlistment and preparation for
Christian service.

The time for launching the correlated
Church Study Course in October, 1959,
was chosen in order that it might be a
major phase of the Baptist Jubilee Ad-
vance emphasis for 1960 on teaching
and training. A goal of 2,000,000 book
study awards was set for this year, and
plans were developed in the meeting
of the state secretaries in Nashville de-
signed to make possible the achievement
of this goal.

It is believed that the single Church
Study Course for Teaching and Training
will have an enthusiastic reception in
Southern Baptist churches. It is designed
to make possible church-wide promotion
by the church educational organizations,
thus leading to the enlistment of more
persons in textbook study. Other advan-
tages are the emphases placed on the
educational mission of the church, the
more balanced and more comprehensive
course of study and training, and the
simple plan of participation by which a
person may work toward completing the
requirements for a given diploma. It is
expected that the new course will be-
come a major means toward achieving a
higher level of personal Christian living
and a more vigorous church life.

Plans are being developed by the cur-
riculum committee and the responsible
departments of the Board for further
releases about the details of the new
course. Promotional materials will also
be prepared for use by the departments
of the Board and by the educational
departments of the various states.

0

pBill Curl has resigned as pastor of
South Fork Church, Lincoln County
Association, and has now become the
assistant pastor of the Rosemont Bap-
tist Church, Lexington, working with
the pastor, Dr. O. W. Yates. His special
work will be to have charge of all the
young people’s work.
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Discuss Ways to Assist Baptists of Spain

Representatives of the Baptist World
Alliance, the Baptist Joint Public Affairs
Committee, and the Southern Baptist

Foreign Mission Board met in Richmond, .

Va., December 4, to discuss ways to help
the Baptists of Spain secure religious
liberty. The conference was occasioned
by the recent closing of three Baptist
churces by order of the Spanish Govern-
ment and continued reports from Spain
that Baptists and other evangelicals are
facing greater difficulties than at any
time since the Spanish civil war ended
in 1939.

Attending the meeting were Dr. Theo-
dore F. Adams, of Richmond, president
of the Baptist World Alliance; Dr. Arn-
old T. Ohrn, of Washington, D. C., gen-
eral secretary of the Alliance; Dr. C.
Emanuel Carlson, also of Washington,
execufive director of the Baptist Joint
Public Affairs Committee; Dr. Baker
J. Cauthen, Richmond, executive secre-
tary of the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board; Dr. H. Cornell Goerner,
Richmond, the Board’s secretary for Af-
rica, Europe, and the Near East; and
Mrs. Roy B. Wyatt, Jr., Louisville, Ky.,
Southern Baptist representative, recent-
ly returned from Spain.

The Baptist officials reviewed recent
acts of religious oppression, among them
an unprecedented closing of evangelical
churches and chapels. At least six, in-
cluding three Baptist churches, were
closed by the Spanish Government dur-
ing the year and a least three others
have been ordered to stop their services
or be closed officially.

Steps were taken to use diplomatic
and ecclesiastical channels in an effort
to bring relief to Spanish evangelicals
whose only offense has been assembly
for private worship.

There are more than 25,000 Protestants
in Spain, with about 200 meeting places.
Baptists have 42 congregations with a
total of about 2,600 members. At least
six of these groups are denied the use of
the meeting places which they have
sought to use. In every case services
continue to be held in homes, but the
churches are not able to grow as they
would if they had the privilege of as-
sembly in suitable chapels.

Second Baptist Church, Madrid, and
Second Baptist Church, Valencia, have
been closed since 1954. A new chapel
at Elche was closed and sealed in 1955,
immediately after the congregation had
begun using it. Presperidad Baptist
Church, Madrid, and Third Baptist
Church, Barcelona, were closed in Sep-
tember, 1958; and the Baptist church of
Seville was closed in November. Church-
es of other evangelical denominations
have suffered similar experiences.

The Spanish Government has also
been placing restrictions on the publi-
cation and use of evangelical literature.
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In April of this year the Government
censor summoned the president of the
Baptist Publication Society to his office
and announced that an order had been
received from Madrid forbidding the
publication of the national Baptist maga-
zine, Entre Nosotros, even though the
circulation was limited to Baptists, as
is indicated in the name, which means
“Among Ourselves.”

In November the police in Barcelona
searched a printing establishment oper-
ated by an evangelical, as well as several
private homes, looking especially for
a book about the Protestant Reforma-
tion. In each case, all the literature they
found, including Bibles, was confiscated.

Protestants face considerable diffi-
culty in obtaining marriage licenses.
Young people who received Catholic
baptism in infancy find it almost impos-
sible to obtain permission for a civil
marriage, even though they have re-
nounced their Catholic ties and become
faithful evangelicals.

In October two couples in Madrid
were denied the right to be married
after their cases reached the supreme
court. It was pointed out that this a-
mounts to a denial of one of the basic
freedons—the right to change one’s re-
ligion—contained in Articles 18 of the
United Nations’ Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. It also infringes upon
Article 16 of the Declaration, which
deals with the right to marry and to
found a family.

0.

Materials Furnished
Free by Sunday School
Board to Churches

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—(BSSB)—Free
Offers, a folder listing materials pro-
vided churches free by the Baptist Sun-
day School Board, may be secured by

writing the Board’s Service Divison,:

director’s office.

The folder gives information about
printed items available to churches in
organizing for the first time these areas
of work: churches and missions, Sunday
schools, Training Unions, church choirs,
Cradle roll departments, extension de-
partments, and church libraries.

It also tells how to obtain The Braille
Baptist for the blind and prints of films
on the life and work of the Sunday
School Board and of the Baptist book
stores.

O

»The Building Committee of Trinity
Baptist Church in Lexington is studying
premliminary building plans, look-
ing toward the construction of a new
sanctuary and educational building in
1959.
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ﬂaptiété In portugal

By R. PAUL CAUDILL, Pastor
Pastor, First Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee

There are two Baptist Conventions in
Portugal: one affiliated with the Bap-
tists of Brazil, and the other with the
American Baptist Convention. Brazilian
Baptists began their work in Portugal
in 1911 and throughout the years have
made a notable contribution to the
work. The pastor of the Third Baptist
Church in Lisbon, for instance, is a
brother of the Eduardo Lessa of Brazil
who received his seminary training here
in America. Pastor Lessa originally
came to Portugal as a missionary from
Brazil.

The total number of Baptists in Por-
tugal is around 2,160. Of the 35 Baptist
churches, only four are self-supporting.
There are 26 ordained pastors and 6 or
7 students for the pastorate.

There are Sunday schools in all of
the churches for both adults and young
people, and the membership of the Sun-
day school usually is greater than that
of the church membership.

Portuguese Baptists have six foreign
missionaries in service. This is one mis-
sionary to each 350 church members, a
record which, so far as I know, is un-
surpassed among our Baptist fellowship.

On Sunday evening, August 31, I
preached at the Third Baptist Church
in Lisbon—an experience long to be
remembered. A quiet season of organ
music preceded the service. The organ
was an old-fashioned parlor organ such
as many of us used to have in our
homes, and similar to the 26 we shipped
to the mission fields of Chile in 1947.

The congregation sang joyously from
the little hymn books which carried
only the words of the hymn. (Relatively
few of the churches I have visited in
Europe have both the music and the
words as we commonly have in our
American churches.) It was particularly
impressive to note how the young people
sang and how well they knew the words
of the hymns.

Prior to the service, I was told that
the congregation would be made up al-
most entirely of believers. Nevertheless
I felt led to extend an invitation at the
close of the sermon, and upon doing so
there were several professions of faith.

During the latter part of the service
—and throughout the invitation—I no-
ticed a middle-aged woman, dressed in
black, weeping. At the close of the
service, I discovered that her tears at
first were tears of sorrow, but later
tears of joy. Her husband was among
those converted. The lady, a Mrs. Silva,
told me later, “I have long prayed for
this day, but little did I dream that one
would come from a land so far away to
speak the word that would lead my
husband to Christ.”

Mr. Silva came to my hotel twice
before my departure—once with his
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wife and daughter, and once with k}is
ten-year-old daughter, Anna Maria,
who brought me a letter written in a
beautiful hand. The note, enclosed in a
cellophane envelope with three pink
rosebuds, said, among other things:

“We shall never forget the person
who came from so far away to bring
the message of God for the salvation of
sinners among whom was my
fathers i

As I took leave of the Baptists of
Portugal, I thought of the words of Him
who said, “Fear not, little flock; for it
is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).

—C

Former Kentuckian

Preaches ‘““Magic” Gospel

By KAY ALDRIDGE
Pineville, Kentucky

Leo Jenkins, formerly pastor of East
Jellico and othér Baptist churches in
Kentucky and now associational mis-
sionary for the Gordon County and
Marble Valley associations in North
Georgia under the Home Mission Board,
preaches a “magic” gospel.

From his home in Fairmont, he works
in seven associations, presenting the
plan of salvation by using magic and
chalk drawings.

While a student at the Clear Creek
Mountain Preachers Bible School (now
Clear Creek Baptist School) at Pine-
ville, Jenkins took lessons in chalk
drawing from one of the faculty wives.
Finding this visual aid so effective in
illustrating gospel truths, he decided to
learn something about performing magic
tricks.

He became adept in using magic and
chalk drawing, and has found entry into
many non-Christian homes through
young people who have watched him
perform at their schools. The work is
showing positive results, for in the past
year six churches have gone from quar=-
ter or halftime programs into fulltime,
three Training Unions have been organ-
ized, three pastors’ homes have been
built and several churches have given
to mission causes for the first time.

Jenkins, who graduated from Clear
Creek and later Cumberland College,
uses magic as well as the chalk drawing
only for the purpose of illustrating a
message and not simply to entertain.

This summer he held seven Vacation
Bible Schools, some of them in places
where no Bible School had ever been
held, and preached in several evangelis-
tic meetings. His use of magic was a
factor in bringing large numbers of
children, and older people as well, into

all these meetings.

Executive Committee
Employs Two Assistants

NASHVILLE—(BP)—Albert MecClel-
lan and John H. Williams, both of Nash-
ville, have been elected to fill two new
administrative positions on the staff of
the Southern Baptist Convention Ex-
ecutive Committee here,

They were elected by the administra-
tive committee of the Executive commit-
tee, acting on behalf of the Executive
Committee.

MecClellan, the Executive Committee’s
present director of publications, will be-
come its program planning secretary on
Jan. 1 On the same date, Williams will
become its financial planning secretary.

The positions to which they were
elected resulted from action taken by
the Southern Baptist Convention in its
session at Houston in May. The positions
were created when the Convention
adopted a report from the Committee
to Study Total Convention program.

Willams is manager of the contracts
and insurance department for the Bap-
tist School Board. He has been in the
board’s employ for 24 years.

McClellan, in his new capacity, will
be program planning assistant and prin-
cipal professional assistant to Executive
Secretary Porter Routh. He will review
and appraise proposals of the Conven-
tion’s agencies to determine their rela-
tion to the total Convention program and
to the total denominational program,
which includes local and state Baptist
work.

McCleilen will study the soundness
of these progrein in use of planning
techniques and will also serve as acting
executive secretary-treasurer when
called upon.

McClellan’s election will leave the
post of director of publications open.
The administrative committee is seeking
a successor to McClellan there.

Williams will serve as principal fi-
nancial planning assistant to the ex-
ecutive secretary. He will review and
appraise the financial policies and prac-
tices of Convention agencies, to the ex-
tent with which the Executive Com-
mittee is concerned with them.

Williams will also be chief accountant
of the Executive Committee office staff
and supervise its accounting personnel.
The Executive Committee office will
have handled about $25 million in 1958
which come in Cooperative Program and
designed funds for agencies of the Con-
vention.
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CHRISTMAS IN OTHER LANDS

By J. P. EDMUNDS, Nashville, Tennessee

RELIGION

PALESTINE.—Members of all de-
nominations assemble to worship and
sing carols in the Church of the Nativity
in Bethlehem—directly above the birth-
place of the Holy Child. A procession
follows, which is dramatically heralded
by a flying horseman, a corps of native
police mounted upon fiery Arabian
horses, and a solitary horseman stand-
ing upon a coal-black steed, carrying
the cross on high approaches. Following
and completing the procession are the
cortege of church men and native gov-
ernment, and the two-wheeled carriages
with their picturesque Oriental Jehus.
The procession solemnly enters the
church. Because the placing of the an-
cient effigy of the Holy Child cannot
be seen by the public, the people move
forward in the church, pass behind the
high altars, and down the steep, winding
steps which lead to the grotto. Here,
marked by a silver star, is the site of
the birth of Jesus. Here, too, is the site
of the manger where the Holy Babe lay.

AUSTRIA—A beautiful Austrian
Christmas custom places emphasis upon
light as a symbol of the eternal light
God gave man in the Christ child. Three
large wax candles are especially pre-
pared for this ceremony in the home.
While the family gathers around on
Christmas Eve and sings Christmas
hymns, the father lights the first candle
with a burning taper. As he does S0,
he chants, “Christ is born, Christ is
born.” Then each member of the family
takes the taper in turn and repeats,
“Praised be the Lord: Christ is born!”
The second candle is lighted on Christ-
mas Day, and the third is lighted on
New Year’s Day when the Christmas
festivities end, Each lighting is accom-
panied with a similar ceremony.

BRAZIL.— The Christmas fiesta sea-
son is solemnly heralded by an open air
mass at midnight on Christmas Eve.
Under the brilliant tropical sky, in mid-
summer weather, a colorful altar is set
up in the Cathedral Churchyard, where
the worshipers reverently pray and
chant religious hymns, in a fiesta atmos-
phere of banners and religious trappings.
Alter devotions the families have Christ-
mas Eve supper in their homes.

BELGIUM.—The chimes in the five-
hundred-year old Cathedral in Antwerp
chime ninety-nine bells on Christmas
Day to summon the worshipers to ser-
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vices. Gayly-dressed, singing children
precede the services in a colorful proces-
sion—carrying emblems and streamers.
Priests and church dignitaries in gold—
cmbroidered, jeweled robes follow—
chanting religious songs. Ornate chariots
bearing images of the Christ child and
crucifixes are featured in the procession,

TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS

POLAND.—When the first star ap-
pears in the evening sky on December
24, Fast Day ended and the Christmas
supper begins. Straw is placed under
the table, dishes, and tablecloth, and

. one chair is left vacant for the Holy

Child. Symbolizing peace on earth is
the Peace Wafer, procured from the
priest and given to the head of the fam-
ily to break and share with the guests.
While the sacred wafer is being eaten,
wishes for the coming year are ex-
changed.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA.—A legend still
believed in is the belief that St. Nick
descends from a golden cord, led by a
white-clad angel. The little children ‘g0
to bed early on Christmas Eve to make
sure that St. Nick will stop and leave
a present for them.

DENMARK.—One of Denmark’s pret-
tiest customs is the remembrance of the
birds. A sheaf of grain is saved from the
fall harvest—and on Christmas morn-
ing, every gable, gateway and barn
door is decorated with this bundle of
grain—the birds’ Christmas dinner.

ENGLAND.—On Christmas Eve the
yule log is brought inside and placed
in the big fireplace. According to cus-
tom, each person in the family must sit
upon the log and salute it before it
is lighted to assure good luck for the
household in the new year.

DECORATIONS

FRANCE.—Holly and ivy are used to
decorate the creche as well as the home.
Additional decorations in the home are
Christmas hoops. These are made of
foliage, apples, nuts, and colored egg
shells.

GERMANY.—A Christmas wreath
with a red candle in it is hung in the
window the First Sunday in Advent. A
candle is added each Sunday until
Christmas. Sometimes the wreath is
covered with paper stars on which
verses from the Bible are written or

e

printed, and these are supposed to be
memorized by the children.

NORWAY.— Christmas candles must
be large and tall, for they must not burn
out during Christmas Eve, for if they
do some disaster, perhaps even death,
will strike the family. At one time it was
believed the light of Christmas candles
radiated blessings; personal belongings,
such as wearing apparel, were placed
where the light would touch them.

And, so, as another Christmas season
rolls around, we are reminded that
Christmas is a season of joy, happiness,
and splendor throughout the world.
What an opportunity for Christians to
present Christ as the Prince of Peace
and the Saviour of the world! Our
Survey Bulletin readers are scattered in
twenty-four countries around the world.
Greetings to all of you!

(6]

pTFrank Tripp has announced his in-
tention to retire as executive secretary
of the Southern Baptist Hospital, New
Orleans, La., on June 1, 1959. In other
years he initiated the idea of the Hun-
dred Thousand Club which paid off
within a few years an enormous debt
on the Southern Baptist Convention.

BH. S. Wiggington, retired Baptist
preacher, died November 17, 1958. At the
time of death he was a member of Island
Baptist Church, Island, Ky. He was
ordained to the ministry by the Island
Church, in McLean County, in 1912,
During his 30 years in the ministry he
was pastor of 37 churches. Frank Wig-
gington, Jackson, Tenn., one of his five
children, is also a minister.

»Dr. R. Alton Reed, executive secretary
of Relief and Annuity Board, SBC., has
been elected for a period of one year
as president of the Church Pensions
Conference at its 44th annual meeting
in New York Cily, December 4 and 5.
He succeeds M. Forest Ashbrook, New
York City. Two of his predecessors, Dr.
T. J. Watts and Dr. Walter R. Alexander,
also held the presidency of this confer-
ence, composed of 33 Protestant church-
related groups.

»-E. L. Ackiss, director of military per-
sonnel service of the Home Mission
Board, has been trasferred to the Di-
vision of Chaplaincy in the reorganiza-
tion of the Board. Formerly a part of the
Department of Co-operative Missions,
this service helps churches maintain
contact with their members in the mili-
tary. Ackiss has served as director of
this service since 1953. Previously, he
had held important positions as a Navy
Chaplain, among them, Assistant Direc-
tor, Chaplains Division, Bureau of Naval
Personnel.
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