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GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

»The fiftieth wedding anniversary of
Mr, and Mrs. L. S, Taylor was observed
November 25, with a reception in Fel-
lowship Hall, Beechmont Baptist Church,
Louisville,

ABOUT THE MISSIONARIES

»Dr. Catherine Walker, Southern Bap-
tist missionary now on furlough from
Indonesia, is moving from Wheaton, Ill.,
to Winston-Salem, N. C., where her ad-
dress is School of Pastoral Care, North
Carolina Baptist Hospital. She is a
native of Rome, Ga.

»Mr. and Mrs. Hubert L. Hardy, Jr,,
Southern Baptist missionaries to Chile,
have returned, to the States for furlough
and may be addressed at 402 S. Second
St., Fulton, Ky. Both are natives of
Kentucky, he of Fulton and she, the
former Ruby Brown, of Madisonville.

»Mr. and Mrs. A. Jackson Glaze, Jr.,
Southern Baptist missionaries now on
furlough from Argentina, have moved
from Louisville, Ky., to Greenwood, S. C.,
where their address is 1520 S. Main St.
He is a native of Dlo, Miss.; she is the
former Eugenia Jarvis, Greenwood, Miss.

»Mr, and Mrs. George A. Canzoneri,
Southern Baptist missionaries to North
Brazil, have completed a year of lan-
guage study in Campinas, Sao Paulo, and
moved to their field of service at Cor-
rente, Piaui. They may be addressed,
Caixa Postal 2, Cidade da Barra, Baia,
Brazil. Both are natives of Mississippi,
he of Jackson, and she, the former Betty
Ray, of Oxford. He lived for some years
in Lebanon Junction, Ky., and elsewhere.

DEATH ANGEL KNOCKS

»-Mrs, Rose Shumate died on August 29,
and the W.M.U. of her church, the
Phillips Memorial of Brandenburg, has
sent us resolutions about her passing.
She was a loyal and sympathetic friend
who made the joys and sorrows of others
her own; she was a loving mother, a
kind and gracious neighbor, a conse-
crated Christian, a tireless worker, faith-
ful member and loyal officer.

»Both the Highland Baptist Church and
its deacons have adopted resolutionsabout
the passing of Mr. I. Grundy Janes, Sr.,
a faithful member for the last 13 years.
He was ordained a deacon in 1949 and
had served with much distinction in that
office. He was baptized in the Mill Creek

Two

GLEANINGS FROM THE FIELD

Baptist Church, near Bardstown, as a
boy. He moved with his family when he
was a lad to Bardstown and joined the
Bardstown Baptist Church, As a youth
of 16 years he taught a Sunday school
class of adults. This class became the
nucleus of a mission which later was
organized as a Baptist church, Janes
joined Highland in 1947, coming from
West Broadway Church. He has been
director of the Training Union, chairman
of the House and Grounds Committee,
chairman of the baptismal committee,
and president of his class.

CLEAR CREEK VISITOR

B-Dr. H. Cornell Goerner, secretary for
Africa, Europe and the Near East for the
Foreign Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention, was the speaker at
missionary day programs at Clear Creek
Baptist School, November 28 and 29.
Dr. Goerner, who directs the work of
more than 400 missionaries in 16 coun-
tries and territories, was professor of
comparative religions and missions at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

PADUCAHAN IN OKLAHOMA

»-Dr. Frank F. Norfleet, of the Immanuel
Baptist Church, of Paducah, Ky., was the
evangelist in a recent revival in the
First Church of Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
There were a total of 26 additions by
baptism, 8 by letter, and 2 by statement,
with 4 additional Professions of Faith,
and 30 rededications. The pastor of the
Bartlesville Church is Dr. James M.
Baldwin, formerly secretary of evan-
gelism for the State Convention of Illi-
nois. Dr. Baldwin is a graduate of
Georgetown College and of Southwestern
Seminary in Ft. Worth. Since going to
Bartlesville, less than 18 months ago, he
has seen a new $45,000 parsonage built,
and two mission buildings, and an edu-
cational unit, with a total value of better
than $400,000 begun.

CALIFORNIAN VISITS KENTUCKY

»Edmond Walker, assistant executive
secretary-treasurer of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention of California, Fresno,
and at present the interim executive
secretary of that body since the retire-
ment of Dr. S. G. Posey, visited the
Western Recorder office during the holi-
days. Like so many former Seminary
students, he had the wisdom and fore-
sight to marry a Kentucky girl, so he
always has a good excuse to return.
Mrs. Walker is the former Lurie Brown,
for some years in other days the organ-

ist of the Ninth and O Baptist Church,
Louisville. Brother Walker is attending
Pacific coast—the Directors of Schools
of Methods in Richmond, Va., and the

State Superintendents of Missions in
Atlanta, Ga.

Earnestly Contend for the Faith which
was Once for All Delivered to the Saints
—Jude 3.
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Our Greatest Challenge

By KENDALL BERRY, Blytheville, Arkansas
Layman Chairman, SBC Executive Committee

During 1960 many
Southern Baptist
leaders have been
unusually concerned
about the diminish-
ing increase of gifts
through the Cooper-
ative Program even
though designated
gifts have continued
to increase at about
A the same, or to an

even greater, per-
Kendall Berry  ..niace that has been
experienced throughout our Convention
for a number of years.

Now we all know that various ap-
proaches may be taken, and charts may
lead us one way or another, depending
upon how much emphasis we place in
the numerous figures that we employ in
our graphs.

The old adage that “figures don’t lie”
is still as true as ever; but, in like man-
ner, we may be prone to become dis-
couraged too quickly if we only study
one side of our multi-faceted denomina-
tional work now carried on by people
called Southern Baptists.

The same God, who has allowed us to
grow so much and make such progress in
the past few years, is still on his throne,
directing every turn of the universe and
every action of mankind, We, of so little
faith, need to put forth greater effort in
seeking God’s will in our lives and in
our time.

Baptists have truly been favored dur-
ing the past several decades, for which
we should be most thankful, It is no
time for us to think of ourselves as some-
thing special, or even as being favored
over any other group; but rather a time
when we need to get back to that old
time zeal for winning lost men to our
Saviour, forgetting the frills, comforts, or
even the esteem with which we hope
our fellow man holds us.

Of course, that does not mean that we
as Baptists should not be honorable, up-
right, and cooperative with others in
seeking to do good on this earth. It does
mean, however, that the motive behind
what we do must be right. Indeed, we
must give ourselves over completely to
the will of God before we can possibly
do our best work for Christianity as in-
dividuals or as a denomination.

As has been the case with numerous
other groups, as history plainly reveals,
we will no longer experience the progress
our denomination could enjoy, unless and
until our main purpose as Baptists is to
serve God for the sake of helping to
bring a lost world to Christ rather than
for one instance ever making our pri-
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mary purpose an attempt to build up a
great religious group. Let’s put first
things first: Christ for all men, and all
these other things will take care of
themselves as we lose our will in that
of our heavenly Father.

It certainly ill-behooves a layman
from ever offering any criticism of our
dedicated pastors throughout our Con-
vention; but maybe some attention
should be brought to bear upon the
many pressures that often catch so many
of our leaders in their grip until it be-
comes hard to distinguish what the will
of God really is. We get into building
programs, and God certainly wants us
to honor him with worthy churches. We
get so engrossed in our own local pro-
grams that we often cannot see the great
need that is so urgent out on the mission
fields, home and foreign, and surely God
does not want any group to neglect the
local situation. We get so worked up
over organization that we often have no
time to think about the problems and
needs elsewhere, and this is no condem-
nation of organization. Organization has
been a boon to Baptists, but let’s not get
so over-organized that we forget the
purpose of that organization.

As God sits on his throne waiting for
us to seek his divine will, why then do
we stumble and falter, worrying about
diminishing revenues and less conver-
sions? God is ready, able, and willing to
help us to see the light, his way, in a
manner so magnificent that none of us
has ever even dreamed of what we as
Southern Baptists can do if we but get
on our knees and seek his will in all
that we do.

We preach full submission to God’s
will, but are we practicing what we
preach? Regardless of what we want;
regardless of the position it may place
some of us in, exalted or abased; re-
gardless of our own egotistical opinions,
as pastors, laymen, or denominational
leaders; regardless of petty jealousies
among churches and even our denomina-
tion agencies; yea, regardless of the cost:
the sooner we seek God’s will in unison
the greater will be the rewards and the
more quickly will those rewards be
reaped—maybe not for any one indi-
vidual but for all mankind for now and
throughout eternity.

God is still on his throne, ever seek-
ing a generation to do his will and put
forth every effort to Christianize this
lost world. Our opportunity is today.
Life is so short. We can do so little by
ourselves, but with God’s help there is
no limit. Shall we offer ourselves, in all
sincerity? God will do the rest.

There has never been a greater chal-

lenge to any people than that offered the
leadership of Christians. The challenge
is to the leaders of the Southern Baptist
Convention. Countless church members
back in the grass roots sections are ready
and willing to follow the greatly inspired

~leadership; and many, many millions of

others will join in such a movement.

.Shall we miss this big opportunity, or

shall we step upon the altar of God,
willing to be criticized, ridiculed, and
even martyred for so great a program?

Let’s put first things FIRST, and other
things will fall in place if we but place
our faith in the Redeemer we preach to
others. It’s time to practice what we
preach; it’s time for action. This is our
day. If we do not take up the banner
and go forward, God will necessarily
have to extend the challenge to others,
and we of all people will be most
miserable should we fail NOW!

No, the greatest problem facing Bap-
tists, as well as all Christians, is not
less revenues than we had anticipated.
The greatest thing in any human being’s
life is, today as always, what are we
doing with Christ? Complete submission
to the will of God will solve all the ills
of mankind today, individually or col-
lectively. You may say, but we can’t
reach all men in so short a time. Maybe
not and maybe so, but those we do
reach, even ourselves, will rise up and
call us blessed in eternity.

Christ is truly the answer to the world
situation; but, more important, he is the
answer to our needs as individuals. Let’s
start with our own lives with a sincere
and more consecrated devotion to God
and full attempt to finding his will for
each of us as we go about our daily
tasks. It could be the beginning of a
complete change in world tensions, and
more assuredly our own.

This is not an appeal to sinners, but
rather a re-evaluation of each of us as
Christians. If every Southern Baptist
would but adopt this idea, this whole
world could and would be turned upside
down for Christ. Will you do your part?
o0—

»Nine separate octavos, selected from
manuscripts received in its nation-wide
anthem competition, will be published
by Broadman Press, Nashville, on Janu-
ary 15. Each is an original composition
for mixed voices. Titles and composers:
“Cast Thy Burden Upon the Lord” and
“Psalm 23” by Claude L. Bass; “Who
Walks with God” and “This I Pray” by
A. P. Van Iderstine; “Many Waters Can-
not Quench Love” by Helen Laney;
“None Other Lamb” by Robert Graham;
“Paradise of God” by Margrethe Hokan-
sen; “Oh, for a Closer Walk with God”
by Paul F. Liljestrand; “O Lord of
Heaven and Earth and Sea” by Jeanne
E. Shaffer. None of the titles has ap-
peared or will appear in the music sec-
tion of The Church Musician. This
music is available at all Baptist book
stores.
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What About the Uniform Lessons?

Should Southern Baptist churches continue to use
the Uniform Lesson Plan in their Sunday schools or
should the lesson plan of our own be developed? This
has been a question through the years but has been
the topic of more discussion in recent months.

Uniform Lesson Series is the plan whereby about
forty denominations in America and other nations use
the same Bible passages on the same Sundays in their
Bible schools. It dates from 1872 when a uniform
lesson system was launched in Indianapolis under the
auspices of the old National Sunday School Conven-
tion. Southern Baptists’ connections with the plan
date from 1882.

Criticism of Southern Baptists’ participation in
the Uniform Lesson Plan comes from two main
sources. One of these sources is unjust, unfair, mis-
leading, destructive in intention and thus deserves
little serious hearing. The other source is sincere,
valid, constructive in intention and thus deserves
serious consideration.

The unfair criticism is from persons hostile to
Southern Baptists. These are against all we are try-
ing to do and jump on this matter as a vulnerable
point. They live and have their being by sharp criti-
cism and misleading and false accusations. They have
their own independent movements and seek to be
leaches by inviting support from co-operating South-
ern Baptist churches. Some conscientious, sincere
Baptists are led away by these wolves in sheep’s
clothing.

Typical of the charges of these critics is the one
that we buy our Sunday school lessons already written
by non-Baptists. Nothing could be further from the
truth. Every word in every Sunday school help pub-
lished by Southern Baptists is written by Baptists
and carefully edited by our Sunday school experts.
The only part of the lessons we share with others is
the actual Bible passages used in each lesson.

A related charge is that our financial support of
the committee that works out the units of Bible study
is a contribution to the National Council of Churches.
This also is very misleading. Southern Baptists pay
$14,000 a year for use of the lesson series because the
series is copyrighted. All other denominations using
the copyrighted plan also pay for it. Our payment
goes to the committee which prepares the series. It is
true that this committee which was originally known
as the International Council of Religious Education is
now the Division of Christian Education of the Na-
tional Council of Churches. Many of us could wish
this was not true but our payment is for services
rendered and is not to be considered endorsement of

the National Council of Churches anymore than our’

payment of groceries for a church supper constitutes
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an endorsement of the business practices and personal
conduct of the groceryman.

The second source of criticism is entirely different.
This has arisen from observation of the apparent fail-
ure of our Baptist Sunday Schools to provide Baptists
with any appreciable knowledge of the scriptures or
to increase personal morality and social justice among
those who attend Baptist Sunday Schools. To many,
and this editor is among this group, it appears we
have failed to get the job done.

The ignorance of our Baptist people of the basic
Biblical revelation is appalling. Our lack of forth-
right action in the area of social reform and our de-
plorable lack of personal morality and ethical con-
duct are a serious reflection upon us.

The question is whether we can lay the blame on
the plan of Bible study used for years in our Baptist
Sunday Schools. It is my conviction that we need to
look beyond the use of the Uniform Lesson Plan for
our failure. Admitting that some improvement could
be made in the plan and in the lesson material pre-
pared by our Baptist writers, it appears that the
Uniform Lesson Plan is still the best for our Baptist
Sunday Schools for a number of reasons.

1. Systematic study of actual Bible passages must
remain the basic plan for the Southern Baptist Sunday
School curriculum and the Uniform Lesson Series pro-
vides for this. We must never let the Sunday school
class period be usurped for the promotion of our many
worthy emphases. The use of special stewardship
lessons by some Sunday schools in connection with the
annual stewardship emphasis is even questionable.
The Children’s Homes, the hospitals, the colleges, etc.,
could ask for one lesson each year and systematic
Bible study thus be destroyed. As long as Baptists
believe in the primacy of the Bible, we should save
the Sunday schools for study of actual scripture
passages.

2. If Southern Baptists set out on their own to
develop a lesson plan, we would likely come up with
something similar to the present Uniform Series. The
truth is that Southern Baptists have been very active
since 1882 in developing the Uniform Series. John A.
Broadus, John R. Sampey, E. C. Dargan, I. J. Van
Ness, and Hight C. Moore are some of the Baptist
greats who contributed heavily to the Uniform Lesson
movement in its early days. Indeed, some of these
men helped save the American Sunday school move-
ment from theological liberalism in the early twenti-
eth century. Six of our most outstanding leaders in
Southern Baptist Sunday school curriculum work now
participate in selection of the Bible selections for the
Uniform Series.

3. The cost of Southern Baptists’ participation in
the Uniform Lesson Plan is negligible compared to
the cost of developing our own series. The $14,000 we
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spend represents one postage stamp per month for
each Baptist church using the Uniform Series.

4. There is no compromise of conviction or doctrine
in using the same scripture passages with other de-
nominations. Any lack of doctrinal content in our
lessons is our own fault. The committee planning the
series makes no suggestion as to what interpretation
is given the passages. This is left entirely to each
denomination.

5. There is great value for Southern Baptists in
this joint endeavor. We have never shown any in-
clination toward church union and other denomina-
tions understand and mostly respect this. But this
does not mean we cannot join our fellow Christians
in great co-operative projects where convictions are
not compromised. Such is our participation in the
Uniform Series. Baptists through the ages have be-
lieved in separateness, but not in isolation.

There’s much we can contribute to others as we
sit together to plan a series of Sunday school lessons
and we should consider this as a part of our steward-
ship. And there’s much to learn from others as we
sit with them and Baptists have already missed too
much of this.

6. Participation in the Uniform Lesson Series is
optional and can be discontinued any day. The plan
for lessons can be used in whole or in part. There’s
nothing binding about our participation, and it is
purely on a voluntary basis. Under these conditions
it seems only wise to continue use of the plan until
and if we develop a plan of our own.

Having said this, it ought to be remembered that
something more than the one plan is needed by some
churches. There are churches with enough resources
to develop their own lesson plans suited to their par-
ticular needs. Some classes can use a plan of sus-
tained and depth study of an entire book of the Bible
while most classes would not find this satisfactory.
The same approach used in the January Bible Study
could be used in some instances. Special units in addi-
tion to the Training Union material on Christian vo-
cations, science and the Bible, etc., could be profitably
used in some young people’s classes, especially to pre-
pare our youth for questions they will face in high
school and college classes.

In conclusion, there’s plenty of room for improve-
ment in our present lessons and some place for elec-
tive curriculum materials, but the Uniform Lessons
still appear to be the best plan for general use by
Southern Bapitst Sunday Schools.

How Much Do You Owe?

This is a strange day for many of us who came up
during the “pay as you go day.” The style now seems
to be “borrow as much as you can” and don’t worry
too much about how to pay it back. We are helped
along with our borrowing recklessness by businesses
which make it sound so easy in their sales pitch.

In the span of a few moments one day before
Christmas, several radio advertisements were heard
by this editor which demonstrate this trend. One of
these offered automobiles for nothing down, three or
four years to pay, and the first payment in March, 1961.
Another offered jewelry on credit with teenage ac-
counts invited. On and on these go offering everyone
a debt-noose into which he can stick his head never
to get out.

The debt craze has struck churches also. Some
have already plunged to the extent of being em-
barrassed or being in such a strain to meet debt re-
tirement as to be able to do little else. Denominational
institutions, especially schools, have descended also
into depths of debt unthought of several years ago.

Debt has a place for individuals, churches, and de-
nominational institutions. The world runs on credit.
The important thing is to exercise caution and control
in making debt. An individual should never borrow
for unessentials or just because he can get credit.
Churches could hardly build new facilities without
borrowing at least part of the cost, but wise is the
church which proceeds cautiously at this point. The
financial decisions of a church ought to take into ac-
count the counsel of older, experienced business per-
sons as well as those of the new generation. It is too
easy for some younger, enthusiastic pastor to over-
throw the advice of wiser men. :

Baptist colleges merit a special word of caution.
Hard pressed for capital funds, these schools are turn-
ing to the United States government for low interest
loans which are available. To begin with, government
loans, which carry a lower interest rate than regu-
lar loans, amount to a government subsidy which
Baptists have always stood against. If a college must
borrow, let it borrow from regular financial institu-
tions at the going rate of interest. Also it is very
conceivable that a school could borrow beyond its
ability to repay and end up in the hands of the U. S.
Government. Being in heavy debt to federal agencies
necessarily takes away some of the independency of
the school and is not quite in line with the historic
Baptist understanding of separation of church and
state.

The year 1961 would be a good time to check our
personal, church, and denominational institutions’
spending policies and use caution and good sense.

Family Life Magazine
Schedules Meets

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—(BSSB)—Joe W.
Burton, secretary of the Baptist Sunday
School Board’s Family Life Department,
has announced plans for two meetings
sponsored by the department during
January.

Several family life consultants ;e_pre-
senting all areas of the Southern Baptist
Convention will meet with the Family
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Life Department’s staff in Nashville
January 12-13. The group will function
as a ‘planning group studying the needs
in family life education. It will propose

comprehensive long range plans to meet
those needs.

Southern Baptist writers during 1962
for “The Family Worships” section of
Home Life magazine, department publi-
cation, will confer January 27 with
members of the Family Life Department
in Nashville. -

» A manifest error crept into the edi-
torial columns of the Western Recorder
last week which bears correcting. The
first sentence in the last paragraph of
the editorial on “Ordination and Edu-
cation” read: “This is not to say a local
church or an ordaining council is to
urge further preparation for a candi-
date for ordination who shows lack of
proper preparation.” Said sentence
should have read: “This is not to say
a local church or an ordaining council
is mot to urge further preparation,” ete.
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The new auditorium of the New Friendship Baptist Church was dedicated debt free
November 27, 1960, with a note burning ceremony. Building Committee Chairmaxi
Carl Carpenter and Finance Committee Chairman Paul Robbins shared in the burn-
ing_of the note. Brother John H. Bruce, pastor when the building was erected
brought the message. The building was completed and occupied in November, 1958’
The present pastor is Thomas E. Lawhon. ] ’ .

First Thai Ordained
As Baptist Minister

“My aim is to make Christ known to
all my fellow men,” said Khun Thod
Pretepasane as he was ordained to the
Baptist ministry at Immanuel Baptist
Church, Bangkok, Thailand. His was the
first ordination of a Thai preacher in the
l1-year history of Southern Baptist mis-
sion work in that country.

Having accepted Christ in 1938, Khun
Thod served as a colporteur with the
American Bible Society for two years.
Then during war years, when jobs were
scarce, he accepted a position in a Gov-
ernment office with the condition that
he would not witness for Christ.

But one day he heard someone speak
against Christianity. “At that moment I
felt that I must break with the promise
I had made to man in order to do as I
had promised God,” he said. He went
home and knelt in prayer, begging for
pardon, mercy, and strength so that he
could resume the life of witnessing.

Khun Thod began doing translation
work for Southern Baptist missionaries
in 1951, became impressed with Baptist
beliefs, and entered the Baptist theologi-
cal seminary in Bangkok. Baptized into
Immanuel Church in 1954, he later be-
came one of three ordained deacons. He
is now pastor of the Baptist mission in
Ayudhya.

Six

Jubilee Songs for
Baptist Jubilee Advance

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—(BPN)—A 96-
page collection of hymns and gospel
songs, especially designed to emphasize
the various evangelistic and revival cru-
sades during the years of Southern Bap-
tists’ Jubilee Advance, will be published
by Broadman Press, Nashville, Jan. 16.

Entitled “Jubilee Songs,” this paper-
back song book is expected to render
special service in the 30,000 new church
and mission movement as well as in
revival meetings and evangelistic efforts
of all types.

This songbook will be available at
Baptist book stores after January 16.
D

Stealey Reports ‘“Why”
Enrollments Dropped

WASHINGTON—(BP)—An analysis of
why Southern Baptists’ six seminaries
reported a decrease in enrollment from
5,000 in 1959 to 4,809 in 1960 has been
given by the president of one of the
schools,

The decrease was the first break in
increasing enrollments, It also struck
the Carver School of Missions and Social
Work in Louisville, which dropped from
56 to 41.

Sydnor L. Stealey, president of South-

eastern Baptist Theological Seminary at
Wake Forest, N.C., speaking to the an-
nual session of the District of Columbia
Baptist Convention, credited the drop to
these factors:

(1) A decrease in ordination of min-
isters. There were 1996 ordained in 1951,
but only 840 in 1959.

(2) Fewer ministerial students in col-
leges, despite an increase in college en-
rollments.

(3) Expiration of the G.I, Bill and a
slight National depression.,

(4) The National school system stimu-
lated toward science and business.

(5) Failure of homes and churches,
since most vocational decisions are made
before college.

(6) Secularism of society with young
people seeking material rewards.

Stealey called for Southern Baptists to
place seminary faculties on their prayer
lists, as they do missionaries, “Our
schools and faculties need prayers more
than they need criticism,” he said.
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and answer your questions about bond financ-
ing. There is no cost or obligation for this
meeting. ;

Call or write our Program Director

in your area:
MR. A. B. NEUENSCHWANDER
P. 0. Box 393', Carmel, Indiana
Telephone: Indianapolis VI 6-5526
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Js Che Bible Belt Che “Corn’” Helt?

By BOB W. BROWN, Pastor
Trinity Baptist Church, Lexington, Kentucky

In listing the adversaries of the church
we usually begin with such obvious tools
of the Devil as dissension, alcoholism,
gambling, indifference, poor giving rec-
ords, adultery, pride, and even over-
organization. These are all very real
problems to the organized -churches
among Southern Baptists. Most often
though, we ignore a type of smug so-
phistication prevalent among those peo-
ple completely outside our -churches.
Probably no single factor has made it
more difficult for us Baptists to get our
message to the unchurched millions in
the United States. They have relaxed on
their couches of misinformation and
laughed away our witness. Those of us
who have tried to present our message
to the young college student, to the
Chicago Lutheran, to the Sicilian Roman
Catholic, the New York Jew, the Boston
Unitarian, or the Connecticut Congrega-
tionalist have found to our dismay that
he really thinks we are funny.

The only thing he knows of revivals is
what he read in Sinclair Lewis’ “Elmer
Gantry” and if he can’t read, he saw
Burt Lancaster portray the drunken
evangelist in a brothel. Not even a Billy
Graham Crusade can repair this type of
splendid scorn for revivals and revival-
ist. Let’s face it though, Mr. Lewis’
Methodist Evangelist Elmer has had his
counterpart in our own circles. The
point is that a priest who slips off with
a girl, or a nun who jumps over the
wall, or a Unitarian alcoholic, or an
Episcopal priest at the race track just
isn’t as funny as an errant evangelist.

His interpretation of the Scripture has
not been enlightened, nor has the cause
of Biblical understanding, or even re-
ligious tolerance, been strengthened by
Spencer Tracy and Frederic March in
“Inherit the Wind.” A sure Academy
Award winner based on the Scopes
Monkey Trial in Dayton, Tenn., this
movie throws more abuse on Southern
Protestantism. The steady drum beat of
the Old Time Religion adds background
for the dramatic (?) scene when Clar-
ence Darrow humiliates William Jen-
nings Bryan with the important question
of “Where Did Cain Get His Wife?”
Now we could be real dramatic and ask
where Mary got her immaculate con-
ception, or even a momentous question
about where the episcopal priest got his
clerical collar, or where did the Christian
Scientist get his broken leg? This isn’t
as funny though as the belching, bleat-
ing, blubbery Bryan trying to defend the
Bible against an ingenious agnostic.

This type of scorn for the Bible Belt,
or Southern Protestantism, is a subtle
but very real problem. We can ignore it
by refusing to see the movies, read the
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books, or even acknowledge their ex-
istence. We might even preach a good
loud sermon about Hollywood being the
Devil’s Workshop and point out that
Sinclair Lewis died an alcoholic. Per-
haps we can post a censored list of
movies and books. When we are done,
people who read and go to movies will
still be judging us by what they read
about us and see. The Bible Belt will
be considered the “Corn” Belt.

The great deluge of “religious” movies
is a case in point. Why read the Exodus
when you can see “The Ten Command-
ments?” Simon Peter must have been a
“Big” Fisherman, the movie said so. Was
there really power in “The Robe” and
did Jesus heal the Mother of Ben Hur?
Delilah and Bath-Sheba are never as
honored in the Scriptures as by the
camera. Poor David and Samson didn’t
have a chance. Small wonder that John
the Baptist denounced Rita Hayworth’s
dance, even Arthur Murray would have.
When Simon Peter started out of Rome,
the whole world looked for chapter and
verse as he said Quo Vadis Dominc.

Remembering that most people still
believe that only things that are true
get printed in books, especially religious
books—we would all be surprised at
the impact “The Road to Bethnia” has
made on Studies in Paul, or what Taylor
Caldwell’s masterpiece about Luke,
“Dear and Glorious Physician” not only
did for Acts but what it did for the Vir-
gin Mary. Jim Bishop and Fulton Ours-
ler, brilliant Roman Catholic authors,
have done more for traditional and non-
Biblical stories about our Lord than all
of the theologians in the past forty years.
How many of us have lived the last
week of Jesus with “The Day Christ
Died” and the “Greatest Story Ewver
Told”—it’s easier than Matthew or John.

To say that we resent this populariz-
ing of the Gospel, this mockery of our
churches, this slander—is to be superflu-
ous. We must repent of our sins. We
must confess that Elmer Gantry is not
dead but he is in our churches, that the
Rev. Brown at the Monkey trial still
makes monkey business of the church.
We must confess that the tremendous
interest in “religious” books and movies
is an indication of a real hunger.

There are glaring inconsistencies in
the Bible Belt. We raise funds like a
Community Chest, count heads like ward
politicians, and build churches in starv-
ing communities. We send missionaries
to Nigeria and refuse to let negroes in
our churches. We play trombones in
churches and sing seven-fold amens. We
curse cigarettes and raise budgets on
tobacco money, we love the Bible and

rarely read it. This is true—but it is
even true of other groups.

Time and Newsweek blistered us dur-
ing the last election. Our most publi-
cized rebuttal was that Mr. Truman
should be unchurched because he cussed.
The National Magazines could laugh at
men of intellect like Dr. Marney and
Dr. Adams and casually group all Bap-
tist preachers together. This only shows
how ineffective we have been in com-
munication and how poorly we are
understood. This could very well go
unnoticed and we could find refuge in
our “persecution” if we weren’t trying
to win these “laughing boys” to saving
faith in Jesus Christ.

Our shame is not that they laugh at
us, and blithely call us bigoted corn-
balls:: Our shame is that while they
hunger we refuse to feed them. Elmer
Gantry can only be produced when there
are no Pauls—“The Day Christ Died”
fills a vacuum that Bible loving Bible
teachers have failed to fill. Satisfied
people do not seek substitutes.

The Public Relations of the Bible Belt
are horrible. We allow the vocal, the
ignorant, the selfish to make the noise.
Those of us who can act, refuse to. We
enjoy our martyrdom. Our pens are
silent. Our learned men read when they
should be writing. Our pulpits don’t
reach the hellfire of William Jennings
Bryan, but they don’t preach the ac-
ceptable message to a peculiar genera-

. tion either.

There is something sinister about all
this. It is one thing to be hated, but
this at least says we are opposing trends.
It is another thing to be ignored—this
says we are insipid and really harmless.
It is yet another and tragic thing to be
laughed at—this says you are powerless
to act. We can’t let them laugh if we
are ever to reach them with the Gospel.

9,000 diicss WANTED

to sell Bibles, good books, Scripture Greet-
ing Cards, Stationery, napkins, Scripture
novelties. L'heral profits. Send for free
catalog and price list.

George W. Noble, The Christian Co.
Dept. 120, Pontiae Bidg., Chicago, 5, Il
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Handwriting On The Wall

By GAINER E. BRYAN, JR., United Nations Observer
100 East 23rd St., Baltimore 18, Maryland

UNITED NATIONS—The adoption of
an Afro-Asian resolution against ‘“co-
lonialism” by the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly December 14 has appli-
cations to race relations that Southern
Baptists should ponder. 3

Although the subjugation of territories
by foreign governments was the primary
focus of the resolution, the statement
and the accompanying debate has a
message for citizens of New Orleans,
Atlanta and elsewhere where lines of
racial conflict are drawn. It has appli-
cations to our world mission program.

The message is this: forced racial seg-
regation and other forms of racial dis-
crimination are out of harmony with the
mood of today’s world. There is real
danger that the communists will steal
the initiative from Christians in the
propagation of this basically Christian
truth and that the ethical influence of
the churches will be “weighed in the
balances and found wanting.”

It was Chairman Khruschchev of the
U.S.S.R. who submitted to the General
Assembly this fall a declaration “to
grant immediately to all colonial coun-
tries, trust territories and other non-
self-governing territories complete in-
dependence and freedom in building up
their own national states in conformity
with the freely-expressed will and de-
sire of their peoples.” This was the in-
troductory sentence of his resolution.

After months of debate the U.N. dele-
gates rejected this Soviet-sponsored
statement by a narrow margin but pro-
ceeded immediately to adopt the Afro-
Asian resolution that had been inspired
by it. '

Throughout the debate, which re-
quired 19 Assembly sessions, speaker
after speaker from the Afro-Asian bloc
stressed that for its membership ‘“co-

lonialism” is synonymous with ‘“white
rule” and that they were out to obliterate
all forms of “racial discrimination.”

Repeatedly, they praised the Soviet
Government for having initiated the
debate.

Under the resolution finally adopted,
all governments administering overseas
territories are enjoined to take “im-
mediate steps . . . to transfer all powers
to the peoples of those territories, with-
out any conditions or reservations . . .
in order to enable them to enjoy com-
plete independence and freedom.”

The resolution also had the assembly
declare that “an end must be put to
colonialism and all practices of segrega-
tion and discrimination (italics added)
associated therewith.”

The United States abstained from the
vote on the resolution, reportedly in re-
sponse to a direct appeal from Prime
Minister Harold Macmillan of Britain.
By so doing it found itself classified with
such reactionary governments as the
Dominican Republic, Portugal, South
Africa, Spain and Belgium.

One of the most notable reactions to
the successful passage of the resolution,
the Baltimore Sun reported, was the
ostentatious applauding of the decision
by Mrs. Zelma Watson George, a Negro
member of the United States delegation.

The hand-writing is on the wall for all
to see. World opinion is against racial
discrimination. The colored peoples of
the world are arising and demanding an
end to ancient wrongs. The churches
can co-operate in this liberation move-
ment or jeopardize missionary success
abroad and moral leadership at home.

[Mr. Bryan is alternate observer to
the United Nations for the Southern
Baptist Convention under auspices of
the Christian Life Commission.—Editor.]

Mrs. E. B. English, Sr.
Dies in Ekron, Kentucky

Mrs. Judith DeJarnette English, 72,
wife of Retired Pastor E. B. English,
died of a stroke in her home at Ekron,
Ky., on December 26. Her funeral was
conducted by Retired Mission Worker
W. H. Curl, a long time friend, at the
Buck Grove Baptist Church, and burial
was in the church cemetery there.

Mrs, English was born in 1888 in
Breckenridge County, Ky. She married
Everett Bland English in May, 1907, at
which time he was pastor in Hardins-
burg.

Her husband’s first pastorates were at
Hill Grove and Buck Grove in Salem
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Association. His work then took him
to the pastorates of Walnut Street Bap-
tist Church of Owensboro, the First
Church, Hartford; First Church, Hardins-
burg; First Church, Berea; South Union
in Christian County; First Church, Leitch-
field; First, Clay; and his last pastorate
was the same church in which he began
preaching—the Hill Grove Church.

Mrs. English was always active in the
life of the churches where her husband
served. Among other things, she led in
the organization of the Breckenridge
W.M.U. She was a cousin of Byron C. S.
DeJarnette, Louisville, well remembered
for his years of work in the Training
Union Department of Kentucky.

She is survived by her husband, al-
ready mentioned; by two sons and a

daughter—E, B. English, Jr., Louisville,
John Allie English, Brandenburg; Mrs.
Annie English McBeath, Leitchfield; by
two foster sons—G. E. (Bill) Kitchen,
Elkton, and Capt. Hugh D. Drury, Jack-
sonville, Ark.; and by 14 grandchildren
and 4 great grandchildren.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND TRAINING UNION
ATTENDANCE, JANUARY 1, 1961

Hopkinsville, Second ._.____ 746 2 i7:§

Owensboro, Third __ 3 218
Madisonville, First _ == 226
Somerset, First _____ 5 206

LT Do Gt SR N L 76 %) Vi)
Elizabethtown, Severns Valley 564 — 192

Missions (2) - . __ 71 - -
Louisville, Crescent Hill 4 157

Missions (2) ————_____ = 41
Covington, Calvary _____ = e
Louisville; Buechel Park =5 123
Shelbyville, First ____________ i 65
Lexingion, Grace i _ _______ 1 148

Mission - - =& = ==
Hazard, ®irst' - ... ) 85
Greenville, First _______ s, 139
Henderson, Immanuel __ - 324 2 EaTe

WMesions (2): St oo 132 P e
Central City, Pirst —_______ 322 — 168
Louisville, Valley Station ___ 325 3 76
Mt. Washington, First _ 325 & 87

Mission LroiEEE s UK 20 - e
Louisville, Shively 322 s 118
IFranklin, First —_____ 313 £ 123

WEISHOR T8, gt kTl 69 1 33
Owensboro, Crabtree Avenue 291 3 108
Louisville, Beechwood —______ 286 = 123
Louisville, Bethlehem _______ 282 1 93
Louisville, Eighteenth Street_ 281 o 86

Nission s 54 ot 41
Louisville, Bethany ____._____ 280 2 98
Barbourville, First .= - 270 1 266

Missiony (3) = o lemee 207 e e
Bowling Green, Eastwood ___ 266 1) 110
Louisville, Shawnee _________ 262 - 95
Erlanger 258 L 67
Paducah, East -~ 250 S 103
Ashland, Pollard — . .- 225 — 104

Missions (2) ———— =< 49 = e
Louisville, Immannuel _ 215 = 72
Middletown, First ______ 208 1 88
Dawson Springs, First _ 204 5 41
Waltoh, Firstas o 185 2 119
Louisville, East Audubon ___ 183 1 93
Behton, FILSt, .=~ = S e 182 . 74
Parlington, First - 172 == 93
Frankfort, Thorn Hill _______ 161 —— 90
Marion 147 =% 54

»Mr. and Mrs. Shelby A. Smith, mis-
sionaries to Ecuador, have a new daugh-
ter, Sherlie Arlene, their fourth child,
born December 15. They live at Casilla
3236, Guyaquil, Ecuador.

p-Deacon Luther D. Barnes met death
with one fatal stroke on the night of
New Year’s while in attendance at a
deacons’ meeting at the Northside Bap-
tist Church of Princeton, Kentucky. He
was clerk of the Caldwell Baptist Associ-
ation. He resided at 636 Madisonville
Ave., Princeton.

»The Porter Memorial Baptist Church,
Lexington, Kentucky, held a public In-
terrogation Service December 7, of the
following brethren for the office of
Deacon: Dr. Nelson Singer, Messrs. Dan
Crawford, Bradley Hamblin, David
Terry, and John White. Each gave a
good account of themselves, and many
doctrinal questions were answered in a
way that showed unusual knowledge of
the Scriptures. Then on Sunday evening,
December 11, an ordination service was
held when the five men were ordained
in the presence of a large congregation.
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BAPTIST FORUM

HELP NEEDED IN MEXICO
Editor:

We went to the leading radio station in
Guadalajara to arrange for a program,
since the new law now permits religious
broadcasts. A priest revises all the pro-
grams for this radio station, and when he
saw our program, he called the arch-
bishop. Our program did not go on the
air.

Another station agreed to sell us time,
but after a few programs, the pressure
put on was so great that we were taken
off the air. The last broadcast announced
our program, and then for our recorded
hymns, substituted records of rock and
roll.

We now have a signed contract with
another station for three programs a
week,. for fifteen minutes each; the cost,
however, is $6.50 for each program in-
stead of the regular price of $3.25. This
station also insists that we have a com-
mercial sponsor.

Our Baptist Book Store, which we plan
on inaugurating soon, will sponsor our
radio programs. We have no money in
our budget for the book store, although
the need for one is great, and it will
have to be self-supporting, The man-
ager will receive no salary but will work
on a commission basis.

Here is how you can help: Send us any
good used books, in English or Spanish
(not school books), and magazines that
you de not need. No duty is charged on
books. The sale of these in the Used
Book Department of our store will help
pay the rent and buy new stock.

The main purpose of both the radio
programs and the Baptist Book Store is
to get the Gospel message to the people
of Mexico.

Apartado 1436, Orvil W. Reid
Guadalahara, Jalisco, Mexico

o}
REPORT ON
MISS FLORA DODSON
Editor:

As the women of W.M.S, meet to pray
for our Lottie Moon Christmas Offering,
we begin to recall memories of mission-
aries who have served through the years
as well as learning of those who are
now on the field and anticipating the
services of new ones. We remember the
faithful years of Miss Flora Dodson and
try to find out her present situation.
Since we have read nothing about her in
the Western Recorder, it might be of
interest to you and to others to have
this information.
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After surgery in a North Carolina hos-
pital and an infection which followed,
she was moved to a nursing home. She
is regaining strength slowly, but gets out
very little. She has brought sunlight
into the lives of countless people. Per-
haps some of us could bring some sun-
shine into her life just now in the vari-
ous ways which we could use. Her ad-

dress is North Carolina Baptist Home,
Reynold’s Park Road, Winston-Salem,
N. €
Lexington, Ky. Mrs. W. D. Stephenson
o0——

»Clarence Rose, Jr., has resigned his
two-year pastorate at the First Baptist
Church, Cannelton, Indiana, in order to
become pastor of the First Baptist
Church, Hiseville, Ky.

o—

»William Walker, a 1957 graduate of
Southern Seminary, is now a chaplain
in the U. S. Navy, working at the Re-
cruit Training Center at Great Lakes,
Illinois. Previously he has served as
chaplain of the SeaBees in the South
Pacific.

Make a good start by reading
Broadman’s StarBook Paperback Series . . .

FLAMING FAGOTS

by Rosalee Mills Appleby

In these devotional essays, filled with beautiful language and
illustrated with poems and quotations, a missionary to Brazil shares
her vital observations of life and living. (26b) $1.50

HYMNS THAT ENDURE

by W. Thorburn Clark

The history of twenty great hymns and the circumstances which
prompted their writing. Includes brief sketches of the authors’ lives.

(26b)
MESSAGES ON PRAYER

Pungent and penetrating sermons on a vital subject. (26D)

$1.25

by B. H. Carroll
$1.25

THE SELF-INTERPRETATION OF JESUS by W. 0. Carver

Presents situations in Jesus' life when he clearly revealed himself.

(26b)
THE HEAVENLY GUEST

An expository analysis of the Gospel of John. (26b)

SPECIAL DAY SERMONS

$1.25

by H. E. Dana
$1.00

by Millard A. Jenkens

Forceful messages give ideas for “special days” programs. (26b) $1.00

FOLLOW THOU ME

by George W. Truett

Deals with problems and situations that face modern man. (26b) $1.50

SERMONS IN OUTLINE

by J. O. Williams

Listed according to subject are 95 sermons in outline. (26b) $1.50

Get your new BROADMAN StarBOOKS from your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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Woman's Missionary Union

Honor Associations
By MRS. GEO. R. FERGUSON

We are grateful for many outstanding
achievements during the past year. This
year we had five HONOR Associations.
Last year we had only one, We extend
heartiest congratulations to the follow-
ing Associations and their presidents:
Christian County, Mrs. Ewin Lacy; Little
Bethel, Mrs. Marion Lynn; Muhlenberg,
Mrs. Earl London; Pulaski, Mrs. O. B
Martin; South District, Mrs. D. J. Nie-
meier. Awards to these Associations and
to our Honor W.M.U.s in the churches
will come from Woman’s Missionary
Union, S.B.C., later in the year.

HONOR W.M.U.’s

We are very happy over an increase in
the number of Honor W.M.U’s in the
churches. An Honor W.M.U, consists of
an Honor W.M.S., one or more Honor
Y.W.A’s, one or more Honor G.A/s, one
or more Honor Sunbeam Bands with all
other youth organizations in existence in
October qualifying as Approved or Ad-
vanced. Our heartiest congratulations to
the following W.M.U.s, their presidents
and their pastors: Second Baptist, Mad-
isonville, Mrs. Ernest Wallace and Rev.
W. T. Anderson; Mt. Pleasant, Owen
County, Mrs. A. L. Walker and Rev.
Charles Rice; Lexington Ave., Danville,
Mrs. John Merrick and Dr. Elroy Lamb;
First Church, Somerset, Mrs, C. J. Mec-
Neilly and Rev. Eldred M. Taylor; High
Street, Somerset, Mrs. Ralph Keaton and
Rev. R. A. Hill; Vine Grove Severn’s
Valley, Mrs. W. H. McGinnis and Rev.
W. H. McGinnis.

We had four Honor W.M.U.’s last year
and six this year. Special recognition is
due Mt. Pleasant, Owen County; First,
Somerset and High Street, Somerset for
the high achievement of an Honor W.M.U.
for two successive years; for High Street,
Somerset, this is three successive years.

Work hard, check carefully and let’s
have many more to achieve this fine
success for 1961.

(0}

Baptist Student Union

Present Problem of the

Baptist Student Union
By J. CHESTER DURHAM

Southern Baptists saw the need for a
college ministry and launched it back in
the twenties. The Baptist Student Union

Ten

has grown into a powerful movement
which has ministered to student need and
given play to student initiative for many
college generations. A number of present-
day denominational leaders had vital
connection with the B.S.U. while in col-
lege. Thousands of lay leaders are at
work in their churches today as a result
of their contact with B.S.U. Thousands
of pastors, missionaries, and others in
church-related vocations are the fruit of
the B.S.U. ministry of students.
B.S.U. Defined

The Baptist Student Union is our dis-
tinctive denominational ministry on all
types of campuses. Its purpose is to con-
serve and help train Southern Baptist
students for effective Christian disciple-
ship. It functions to remind each stu-
dent of his responsibility to Christ, his
church, and his denomination, and of his
obligation as a Christian citizen to the
world in which he lives. Not only does
the Baptist Student Union remind the
student of his responsibilities and ob-
jectives in life; it also provides inspira-
tion, information, and fellowship which
create the spiritual climate essential for
Christian growth while in college.

What Does the Baptist Student Union
Strive to Accomplish On College
and University Campuses?

1. It confronts the Baptist Student
with the rightful claims of Christ on his
life.

9. It focuses attention on the indis-
pensable part the church plays in grow-
ing effective Christian personality and
seeks to enlist the student in the church’s
service.

3. It enables the student to meet the
challenge of materialistic skepticism and
strengthens his faith in the face of in-
tellectual problems. _

4. It provides Christian fellowship
which stimulates enduring friendships.

5. It encourages scholarship as a part
of effective Christian witnessing.

6. It develops Christian leadership
through a well-organized campus Pro-
gram.

7. It magnifies Christian citizenship
and world responsibility. The Baptist
Student Union Manual summarizes these
by saying that the function of the Baptist
Student Union on the local campus is
as follows:

«To promote the religious growth and
spiritual development of individual stu-
dents through sustained Bible study,
prayer, personal soul-winning, mission
study and activity, meditation, worship,
fellowship, and active church life.

“To provide an attractive, inclusive
program of organized Baptist religious
work for an impact on the total campus.

«To include all Baptist students and
all Baptist religious organizations on the
campus in one co-ordinated program.

“To interpret the work of all boards
and agencies of the denomination, as it
should be understood and appreciated
by students.”

The Present Problem

Southern Baptists are confronted with
the necessity of enlarging their ministry
to students. We must have trained lead-
ership for our growing denomination.
Our Baptist schools require expanded
facilities and enlarged faculties to meet
the demands of increasing enrolments.
These we will provide.

But what will we do for the majority
of our Baptist collegians enrolled in other
schools? Southern Baptists must take the
long look and provide adequate facilities

and personnel for the enlistment, train-
ing, and conserving of this growing mul-
titude of future leaders. Additional and
more adequate student centers must be
erected and staffs of workers provided in
proportion to Baptist student enrollment.
The expanded program to Baptist Stu-
dents in non-Baptist institutions must
coincide with that in our Baptist Schools.

With the Baptist Student Union func-
tioning as the common denominator be-
tween students enrolled in both Baptist
and non-Baptist schools we can pour into
the life stream of our denomination each
year an army of informed, co-operating,
dedicated graduates who will link their
lives to the church in communities wher-
ever they go after college. These college-
trained leaders will play a major role in
a1l that their church and denomination
do in evangelism, stewardship, and
missions,

o}

Brotherhood

Associational Presidents

In Kentucky for 1961

By FORREST R. SAWYER
According to the records in the State
Brotherhood Department, the following

men will serve this coming year as their
associational Brotherhood presidents:

Anderson ————-——————mm————————— 0. H. Gritton
Bell County ———--ccmmmmmmmmm e Jack Riley
Bethel - W. Earl Nelson
Blackford ——————————- Ledrew Mayfield
Blood River _ ____Roy Gibson
Boone’s_Creek ____W. E. Bush
Booneville - __Troy Johnson
Bracken _W. T. Straw
Breckenridge ——-c—--ommmmmem--- Robert Lyons
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Caldwell Wallis Gra

gampbell County oo Malcolm Rhoadssr

Casey Gordon Taylor
entral Herbert Snider

Christian County ____________ Chester Redman

Crittenden Her!
Daviess-McLean —__ . _ PIPi?iI; '(I;fclggl%g
gtliknﬁonson ______________ George McCombs, Jr.
orn Ira Prosser
Enterprise A. M. Howard
giané{lm ________________ John G. Hockensmith
Gaee On’ﬁ . Jack Flowers
shet Biver ot . o st Royce Forsythe
Goshen Murl Bratcher
Graves County ... J. C. ‘“Pete” Adams
Greenup Robert P. Miller

Green Valley Bob G

Henry County Paulaxglil:rx;
Faurel Biver ool L 00l 0 oo A.W. Spurlock
Liberty Glenn Henderson
Lincoln County Henry Hester
Eiftle Bethell i2ee o - 200 0 Douglas Graham
Little River Del Freeman

Logan County —___________ Victor Brad
Long Run Larry Timberlakz
Lynn Camp S. R. Helton
MeCreary County - _—____ Claude Porter
Mercer Robert Noel
Mt. Zion Earl Lovett
Muhlenburg Joe Oates
gelst%n = Stanley Lee
OEI" ehd e W. E. Duchemin
I COlny SR L Clyde Brooks
Ohio River James Fritts
Ohio Valley L. C. Vaughn
Owen County Bill Mason
Pike County D. E. Meade
PineMovintalmies B TS sl Georée Hogg
Pulaskl County = — = == S0 Asa M. Chasteen
Red River John Blair
Rockcastle Vance Cloud
Russell Creek L. G. Curry
galem Titus Meyer
everns Valley - _______ Stan Patterson
Shelby County = ————~— Arthur Carpenter
Simpson __. Ronald Dunn
SEech. Distriet 30 JE te o T Sam Ferrell, Jr.

Sulphur Fork Harold Butler
Tate's' Creek - ————— L = C. H. Gillespie
Taylor County ——t-— 57 Dr. Roy G. Wilson

Ten Mile Harold Earle
Three Forks ____.____ ---_Clyde Franks
Upper Cumberland . _______ Elmer Gibbs
Warren Richard P. Oldham
West KentueRy oo James Cooley
West Union L. E. Reeves

Training Union

Daily Bible
Reading Awards

By JAMES H. WHALEY, SR.

Congratulations to Marie Hancock for
}"eceiving the Junior Daily Bible Read-
ing Award, and to Lynn Farmer and
Ronald Connor for receiving the Inter-
mediate Daily Bible Reading Award. The
three are members of the Bedford Bap-
tist Church in Sulphur Fork Association.

The Bible Reader’s Awards are granted
fo'r reading the Training Union daily
Bible readings every day for one year.
The same award is granted to Young
People and Adults for reading the Bible
readings every day for two years.

STANDARD ORGANIZATIONS

A number of Churches have recently
reported Standard Units of organization.
; The Junior Department and the unions
in that department of East Baptist
Church in West Union Association have
been standard for several quarters. Mr.
Luther Griffin is leader of Jesus Friends
of _the Shining Lights Union with Mrs.
union, Mrs. Tommie Taylir is the leader
C. B. Stevens serving as Department Di-
E. Lynn as president is also standard.
rector, The Adult union with Mr. Charles

Carlisle Baptist Church in Long Run
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Association reports a standard Primary
Department with Mrs. Walton Wood as
Department Leader,

Gethsemane Baptist Church in Long
Run also reports a standard Primary De-
partment with Mrs. Florence Jolly as
Department Leader.

NEW INTERMEDIATE UNION
AT STONEY FORK

The Stoney Fork Baptist Church in
Bell County reports that their Inter-
mediate Union recently presented a mis-
sionary program during the evening wor-
ship service. A flip chart and other non
projected visual aids were used.

The Training Union was organized in

February of this year.
0__—

Sunday School

Your Teachers and Officers
Will Profit Through
The Preview Studies

By ROY E. BOATWRIGHT

Many more Sun-
day schools are tak-
ing advantage of the
Preview Studies to
aid teachers and of-
ficers in doing a
more efficient work.
This year will be a
most gratifying one
if the Sunday school
superintendent suc-
ceeds in getting all
departmental super-
intendents to do a
better job in teaching their teachers.
Preview Studies is designed for this plir-
pose. While engaged in this study teach-
ers become familiar with Bible back-
ground, pictures, songs, books, home ac-
tivities and many other suggestions for
~use during the quarter. In many cases
parents are encouraged to take the Pre-
view Studies, Their contributions are
especially helpful at the conclusion of
the study.

>

R. E. Boatwright

Reading requirement for a Preview
Study include the printed material and
Bible passages that are suggested for
background reading in each lesson of
the quarter. Study Course credit can be
secured each time a Preview Study is
taken, therefore, it is possible to get four
such credits in one year. These studies
may be done in class or by the individual
study method. The leaflets serve as a
teaching outline for the one guiding the
study in a class and is the source of
assignment for each person who is re-
quired to do written work in order to
get credit.

One requirement is different than the
requirement for credit on a study course
book. A preview study is to be done
prior to or during the first month of the
quarter, This requirement helps to as-

sure the use of materials and methods
studied.
L ] *® *
NOTICE—Be sure to request awards
fo.r .the January Bible Study course
within two weeks after the course is

completed. (This holds true with all
study course classes.)
¥ & #

For grea’fer results in your Sunday
school continue your weekly visitation
program.

(0]

Mf's.' W. C. Newton, Long
Missionary to China, Dies

Mrs. W. C. (Mary Woodcock) Newton,
84}, Southern Baptist emeritus missionary
died early Saturday morning, December’
3, at her home in Richmond, Va.

A native of Rochester, N.Y., Mrs. New-
ton was educated at Vassar College,
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. Following appoint-
mgnt by the Southern Baptist Foreizn
Mission Board in 1902, she and Dr.
Newton served in China for nearly 37
years before retiring in 1939. She did
educational and evangelistic work in
Tengchow and Hwanghsien and taught
at Hwanghsien Junior College and North
China Baptist Theological Seminary.
Hwanghsien. ’

.In addition to her husband she is sur-
vived by eight children, 15 grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren. The chil-’
dren are Mrs. John R. Dickson, a mem-
ber of the staff of the Foreign Mission
Bpard in Richmond; Mrs. B. Y. Eakes
Richmond; Mrs. Mark Andrews, Orange,
Va.; Roy M. Newton, Virginia Beach, Va.;
Mrs, Thomas Kennedy and Philip W.
Newton, Canandaigua, N.Y.; William C.
Newton, Jr., Phoenix, Ariz.; and MTrs.
T. Eugene West, Somerville, Mass.

Funeral services were held at Ginter
Park Baptist Church, Richmond, at 2:00
p.m. Monday, December 5.

o}

»Pastor Johnny Meadows painted a
quy Land scene in the baptistry at
Willow Grove Baptist Church, where he
served before being called to the Kirk-
wood Baptist Church in Mercer County.
_In addition to being a painter, Meadows
is also a chalk talk artist.

LEE E. CRALLE CO.

Incorporated

Funeral Home
LEE E. CRALLE, JR,, President

MEIrose 4-2646 MElrose 4-3647

1330 South Third Street

Louisville 8, Kentucky
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BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1961

More than ever before the Baptist World Alliance is a world fellow-
ship. Representatives of 70 nations participated in the Tenth Baptist
World Congress at Rio de Janeiro last June-July. The new president is
a Brazilian, and the nine vice-presidents come from all six continents.

The more than 23,000,000 Baptists in 110 countries of today’s world
are united in one great fellowship recognizing, as Paul said, “one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all” (Ephesians 4:5-6).

Baptists of the world are called to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ,
to minister to human need, and to create better understanding among the
peoples of the earth. While clouds are gathering over the world, we must
stand together in the task of making Christ known to lost men. We know
that the powers of darkness cannot put out the light which shines in
Christ Jesus. “God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).

It may well be that the difficult and dangerous hour in which we
live precedes the dawn of a new day. The gospel does not fluctuate with
changing conditions. God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself,
and he will not be deflected from his redemptive purpose.

Let us ask God’s forgiveness for our inadequacy in half-hearted com-
mitment. Let us acknowledge our helplessness before him, and pray that
he may use our Baptist world fellowship for his glory.

JoHN F. SoreN, Rio de Janeiro, President
JoseF NORDENHAUG, Washington, General Secretary
RoBERT S. DENNY, Washington, Associate Secretary
Erik RUDEN, London, Associate Secretary

Houston to Enforce
Sunday Closing Laws

By the Baptist Press

Mayor Lewis Cutrer of Houston has
ordered businessmen in the largest city
in the South to close their stores on
Sunday or face arrest and prosecution.

The order was prompted, said Mayor
Cutrer, by increasing violations of both
Texas statutes and Houston ordinances
banning Sunday operation of non-essen-
tial businesses, and by a flood of pro-
tests from religious and business groups.

Both the Houston Baptist Pastors Con-
ference and the Association of Ministers
of Greater Houston had earlier passed
resolutions calling for a boycott of mer-
chants who do business on Sundays and
urging their members to support firms
that are closed on Sundays.

In Dallas, meanwhile, the Texas Bap-
tist Brotherhood executive committee
urged Brotherhood organizations in 2,300
churches across the state to call atten-
tion to the “increasing number of busi-
nesses remaining open on Sunday.”

The Brotherhood group also com-
mended a huge Houston firm which an-
nounced in a large paid advertisement in
a Houston paper that it would remain
closed on Sundays.

At least five Houston business organi-
zations, including the Retail Merchants
Association, sent resolutions to the Mayor
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asking for a crack-down on “blue law”
violations.

More than 1,200 members of Seventh
Day Adventist churches gathered in
Houston to protest the crackdown. A
resolution from the Greater Houston
Council of Seventh Day Adventists op-
posed the laws as contrary to its religious
belief.

Asked if he felt the laws were in vio-
lation of the principle of church-state
separation, Mayor Cutrer told the Baptist
Press that the laws go much further than
“mere religious legislation.”

“The ‘Blue Laws’ are primarily three-
fold in scope—social, economic, and
moral,” he said. “When people are forced
to work and conditions become too un-
bearable, they organize themselves into
protest groups to better the conditions.”

Under Texas laws, each Sunday sale
constitutes a separate offense. Both the
sales clerk and the store could be fined
from $10 to $50 on each count.

The mayor cited several exceptions to
the laws, including hotels, restaurants,
boarding houses, drugstores and grocery
stores. He said, however, that grocery
stores could sell food, but not household
appliances on Sunday.

At least six appeals are presently pend-
ing in the United States Supreme Court
on the constitutionality of state Sunday
closing laws, The Supreme Court could
wipe off the books of every state and
municipality all laws that set Sunday

apart as different from any other day, or
uphold the constitutionality of such laws.

Prepare NOW

for more effective witnessing
during the new year. Use these
excellent guides . . .

YOU CAN WIN SOULS
by C. E. Autrey

Here’s a clear, concise manual for
personal soul-winning. The author
stresses the urgency of individual
evangelism and discusses the qual-
ifications and equipment of the
soul-winner and how to win various
types of people. Actual experiences
point up good techniques. (26b)

GOD MADE ME NEW
by Burnice Luck

A Texas railroad man tells of his
struggle against drink, gambling,
and paganism —of how God’s
power gave him victory. A simple,
moving testimony to the impor-
tance of witnessing and the miracle
of faith that will make you a
stronger, more understanding wit-
ness. (26b) $1.00

Order both TODAY
from your
BAPTIST BOOK STORE

January 12, 1961
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WHY CHRIST CAME

This lesson contains the record of an
interesting conversation between a prom-
inent sinner and the only Saviour, The
interview took place at night in Jerusa-
lem where Christ had come to attend
the Passover.

I, The Inquirer. John 3:1.

“There was a man of the Pharisees,
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.”
The Pharisees composed the most popu-
lar and patriotic party. They were noted
for their orthodox creed and punctilious
observance of the Jewish ritual. They
were proud, exclusive, boastful of their
good deeds, strict adherents to tradi-
tional beliefs, and precise in their re-
ligious worship. They hated Christ and
opposed Him even unto death itself.

Nicodemus was a member of the
Sanhedrin, which was the highest posi-
tion within the gift of his nation. He
was one of the most religious men of
his day, honest in his convictions and
sincere in his desire to do right. He had
an inquiring mind and a passion for the
truth. He determined to know and to
follow the truth. Even though he had
position, power, prestige and prosperity,
yet there was a real void in his heart.
Although Nicodemus was very religious,
he was not satisfied with his religion.
He knew that he had not learned the
real secret of the best way of life, but he
was convinced, on the basis of what he
had seen and heard, that Christ knew
that secret. Being anxious to hear what
Christ had to say about the way of sal-
vation, Nicodemus sought an interview
with Him.

II, The Inquiry. John 3:2-4.

Under cover of darkness, Nicodemus
made his silent and unperceived way to
the house where the Saviour was stop-
ping. Some have branded his approach
to Christ in the night as an act of
cowardice, but that attitude is foreign to
the Scriptures. It is more reasonable to
assume that he came in the night for
quietness and privacy. Surrounded by
the multitudes throughout the day, Christ
could not have been approached and con-
sulted at length by one who desired to
be alone with Him without being in-
terrupted by the crowd.

Nicodemus readily discovered that
Christ was easily accessible and happily
approachable. Modestly, and as if speak-
ing for others as much as for himself,
he said: “We know that from God thou
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By H. C. Chiles
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art come as a teacher,” meaning that He
was commissioned by and sent from God.
To Nicodemus’ reference to the miracles,
Christ made no reply, but with startling
abruptness He talked to him about the
new birth.

III, The Instruction. John 3:5-7, 12-21,

Just as it is impossible to have a
physical life without a physical birth, so
it is impossible to have a spiritual life
without a birth from above or regenera-
tion. Christ told Nicodemus that “unless
one is born anew” he can never receive
the benefits of -the kingdom of God.
Thus He made it plain to Nicodemus
that he needed a Saviour instead of a
teacher. The saved need a teacher, but
the unsaved need a Saviour, Christ se-
lected Nicodemus, who was a splendid
example of the natural man at his best,
to emphasize the one great need of every
person—the new birth.

Thinking that Christ was speaking of
a rebirth, Nicodemus inquired as to how
it could be brought about. Recognizing
Nicodemus’ complete misunderstanding
of what He had said, Christ gave him to
understand that He was not talking about
a physical and natural birth, but a spir-
itual and supernatural one. The new
birth is not something that man can do
or help do. It is something God does for
him. It is the impartation of the divine
nature to human beings (II Peter 1:2-4).
As in the physical birth we become par-
takers of human nature, so in the spir-
itual birth we become partakers of the
divine nature. No age, position or con-
dition exempts anyone from the need of
the new birth. Even though Nicodemus
was educated, moral, sincere and re-
ligious, he needed to be born again. The
new birth is not optional, but it is im-
perative, There is no substitute for it.

In response to the inquiry of Nico-
demus as to the manner of the new
birth, Christ gave a marvelous presenta-
tion of the heart of the gospel. He spoke
of His incarnation and His vicarious
atonement. Nowhere in all divine rev-
elation is the message of grace and love
more beautifully or more fully revealed
than in verses sixteen and seventeen.
No greater message was ever given to
the world than the one given by Christ
in these words. The first of these two
verses has been called “the gospel in
miniature,” and it well deserves the title.
As far as language can express it, the

height, the depth, the length and the
breadth of the love of God are here un-
folded.

God’s love is here announced in such
wonderful simplicity, and yet with such
unfathomable grace, that it seems to be
presumptuous to try to make this passage
plainer, No words are needed to en-
hance the wonder and the glory of His
love. God’s love is universal, unchang-
ing, unending and unfailing, It is in-
finite, inexpressible, incomprehensible,
immeasurable, inexhaustible and illimit-
able.

God has made a wonderful provision
for our greatest need, which is the sal-
vation of our souls. His love was the
source from which this gracious provision
has come. Salvation originated in God’s
love and was wrought out by His Son.
It is made effective through personal
faith, His love has been manifested to
the end that all who will may have
eternal life.

God loved men enough to give His Son
to die to save them. His love has rescued
multitudes from despair, . brought hope
into their hearts, and influenced them to
put their trust in Christ and depend on
Him alone for salvation. The acceptance
of Christ means the reception of eternal
life. Have you come to the place where
you have actually made a deliberate and
definite committal of your soul to Him?
If not, do so now. Nobody is ever justi-
fied in putting off believing in Christ for
a minute, an hour or a day. Life is too
short and too uncertain for one to be
saying, “Tomorrow.” “He that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting ‘life.” This
word “believeth” denies salvation by
character, refutes salvation by works,
contradicts salvation by culture, dis-
proves salvation by feeling and declares
salvation by trusting.

HERBERT C. CRALLE
FUNERAL HOME

Herbert C. Cralle, Jr. _
Edwin R. Hillock Wallace C. Hatler

Phone TWinbrook 3-5223

Frankfort and Peterson Avenue
Louisville, Kentucky
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Election Reflections

By C. EMANUEL CARLSON, Executive Director
Baptist Joint Commtitee on Public Affairs

WASHINGTON—The election of 1960
came at the close of a very lively cam-
paign in which the name “Baptists” re-
ceived unprecedented publicity. The pic-
tures spread before the Nation were not
all taken of deliberate poses, nor were
all taken of graceful positions.

Nevertheless, an overall image of Bap-
tist concern has undoubtedly emerged in
the awareness of the Nation, and several
important political insights have come
into much clearer focus, The Baptist
tradition and its current expressions may
be entitled to more credit than the public
media have so far recognized.

No Religious Test

First and foremost, it is the Baptist in-
sight that a Nation’s morality is a matter
of its total culture, not specifically de-
rived from some one religious faith,
which is basic to our no-religious-test-
for-public-office clause in the Constitu-
tion. Baptists have long fought for the
principle of equal civil rights for all
regardless of religious affiliation.

Many spokesmen had fears regarding
the political freedom of some candidates,
but I know of no one who would elimi-
nate the no-religious-test principle. The
solidarity of the American public in sup-
porting this provision is demonstrated by
the effectiveness with which religious
“attacks” could be turned to the ad-
vantage of the candidate.

No Church Interference

Closely related to this observation is
the evidence that churches and church
leaders ought not to try to interfere with
the free operation of the democratic pro-
cesses. The most overt instance of at-
tempted intervention was the case of the
pastoral letters by the bishops in Puerto
Rico, and the results were decisive. It
may be that other churchmen played on
the bank of that same river. Or should
one say they played with the same fire?

This does not mean that churches
should not carry forward sound educa-
tional work in producing effective Chris-
tian citizens, nor does it prevent clear
proclamation of the broad principles and
insights of a faith even during the heat
of a campaign, It is the intervention in
the free processes of political life which
is out of order, No church leader has the
right to use his spiritual position to say
“You must or must not vote thus or so.”

The campaign has left some scars and
some embarrassments. Some strains also
remain within Christian fellowships.
These can be valuable teachers if they
are rightly understood, and then per-
mitted to heal,

No Regulation of Conscience

The right under American law or a

candidate for office to declare his own
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conscientious position without the ap-
proval of spiritual “superiors” has also
come into focus in this campaign. When
the 165 Roman Catholic public leaders
called for more careful study of the
“relationship between religious con-
science and civil society,” they declared
themselves in favor of the “inviolability
of the individual conscience.”

Among the fundamentals of religious
liberty they listed “the freedom of a
church to teach its members and the
freedom of the members to accept the
teachings of their church.” While these
statements need clarification showing
that freedom to accept necessitates free-
dom not to accept, and that freedom for
a church to teach implies freedom from
coerced financial support, yet the state-
ment was an encouragement to hope that
our positions may soon be understood.
Undoubtedly, Baptists have been influ-
ential in bringing the analysis to its
present point of progress.

No Tax Exemption For Politics

The taxability of contributions to po-
litical campaigns, or to lobbying projects,
has also become more clearly understood.
Contributions to church work are de-
ductible but contributions to political
campaigns are not.

The necessity and the rightness of this
law become apparent when it is con-
sidered in its application to businesses or
special professional interests. Abuses in
this area are part of the long story of
the corruption of politics by economic
aspirations.

The corrective laws have been in line
with the political ideals of the churches,
as well as being a normal provision in
the separation of church and state. It is
not known that any proper religious
work has been impended by the laws,
but a clearer knowledge of the law might
relieve any tension or uncertainty.

No Dodging of Public Issues

The importance of identifying the areas
of Christian concern and of inquiring
about the candidates’ positions have also
been demonstrated in the campaign., Not
a few positionized themselves first, and
asked the questions afterwards. There
may be some arguments in favor of this
order of events, but the changing of one’s
position also has some inconveniences
and at times a price tag.

It is not clear whether the right people
were asked the right questions in recent
months. The matter of the use of federal
funds for sectarian education was often
discussed with candidates for the ad-
ministration, but perhaps less often with

the candidates for Congress who will vote
the policies of the future in this matter.

No End To Our Task

A new high concern for proper church-
state relations has found expression in
Baptist ranks. It is neither ignorant nor
bigoted.

On the contrary, a sound new begin-
ning has been made toward the imple-
menting of our spiritual insights through
the democratic processes into policies
which are helpful to the whole cause of
freedom and congenial to the American
public when properly understood.

In the years ahead we Baptists will
draw heavily on what we have learned
during the past election campaign. Per-
haps the most important lesson is that
we must do our educational work con-
sistently and carefully without waiting
for the challenge or the excitement of
a crisis.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Advertising under these headings is only
eight cents per word including initials and
addresses.

Minimum charges $1.65. Since the above
rate covers only the mere cost of publishing,
we ask that payment in full accompany each
order, thus eliminating the cost of postage.

IF YOU DON’T DRINK you can buy the
best auto insurance for less with PREFERRED
RISK MUTUAL. For full information with-
out any obligation, call JACK H. KELLEY,
TW 5-1125, Louisville.

CHEVROLETS, alsn all makes used cars and
trucks. Call BILL WIGGINS, c/o 717 West
Broadway, Louisville, JU 2-2531.

PLUMBING, new, remodeling, Water Heate:
Free estimates, work guaranteed, F.H.A. terms,
PAUL JEANES, JR., Louisville, WOodland
9-6081.

AUTO and FIRE INSURANCE—Rates rea-
sonable. Premiums can be made in three pay-
ments over period of six months. Joe Romine,
EM 6-7082, Louisville, Ky.

AUTO INSURANCE—Safe drivers get BIG
DISCOUNT. Low as $21.25 for six months.
Call night or day, Wright Insurance Agency,
EM 6-9841, Louisville.

HOUSE FOR RENT—Buchel Terrace, 262
Eldorado. Three bedroom brick, built in
range. $119.00. GL 8-5880, GL 2-9955.

Keith Monument Co.
in the same family since 1867°

State wide Ru State’s largest

Servlée @bj - display

[l VALLEY STATION, KY, d
{ 5, 10801 Dixle Highway.
B Phone WEST 7-4121 {
iy  ELIZABETHTOWN, KY..
100 yds. North of Hospital
Phone Rockwell 5-5216
BOWLING GREEN, KY.
Cemetery Road and 31-E By-Pass
Phone Victor 3-6723
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Architect’s forecast of how the new Education Building will look when it is added
to the Trinity Baptist Church, Paducah, where Robert N. Solomon is the Pastor.
Trinity was organized in 1934 with seventy-seven members. The membership has

now surpassed the 800 mark.

Most Popular Books
Announced in Course

NASHVILLE, Tenn.— (BSSB) — The
awards section of the Baptist Sunday
School Board’s Education Division has
announced the most popular books stud-
ied by Southern Baptists in the Church
Study Course for Teaching and Training
in the year ending September 30, 1960.

Three of the top ten books are listed
in category 17 of the course, including
books dealing with Sunday school prin-
ciples and methods. Three are in cate-
gory two, the Bible, There is one book
from each of the following categories:
five, church membership; 11, special stud-
ies; 14, the denomination; and 18, Train-
ing Union principles and methods.

The ten books, in order of number of
awards given, with their category num-
bers and total awards, are:

1. Studies in Timothy (2) —__________ 274,900
2. The Book of Books (2) ___________ 66,589
3. Joy in Church Membership (5) -__ 39,115
4. From Adam to Moses (2) _________ 31,664
5. Teaching Approved Unit (11) ____ 31,115
6. The Baptist Adult Union

B EYTDE 0G0 ) e el T el 26,352
7. Working Together in a Spiritual

Democracy (14) - o 23,228
8. Building a Standard Sunday

Sthool (7)o = st Fotul, o 22,843
9. A Church Using Its Sunday

Sehool (17) L~ -1 L 22,004
10. The Pull of the People (17) —_____ 20,624

(6}

Sunday Closing Laws

Face Supreme Court

WASHINGTON— (BP)—Sunday clos-
ing laws are no different than other
legislation to protect the health, safety,
and welfare of workers, according to
argument before the Supreme Court of
the United States here.

The high court is reviewing four cases
which challenge Sunday closing laws in
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three states—Massachusetts, Maryland,
and Pennsylvania. Its decision in these
cases could affect all Sunday laws, how-
ever, and even give Sunday a new legal
status. It is expected that the nine
justices will take two or three months
to study the briefs and write their
opinions.
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Home Board Appoints
25, Making 2,034

Missionaries on Field

ATLANTA — (BP) — Twenty - five
Southern Baptist home missionaries,
commissioned in Atlanta’s first public
appointment service, placed the number
of home missionaries at 2,034. The serv-
ice was a part of the annual meeting of
the denomination’s Home Mission Board.

Among those appointed were a product
of Panamanian missions for Spanish
work in California, a Texas pastor of 16
years for pioneer mission work in Long
Island, and a native of Spain for Spanish
work in Texas.

Six appointment services were sched-
uled by the board for 1961.

Of the 2,034 missionaries now under
appointment by the Home Mission Board,
450 were appointed during 1960.
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»Pastor and Mrs. Melva D. Morton, of
Beechmont Baptist Church, Louisville,
are the proud grandparents of a new
granddaughter, Cynthia Lynn Beatty.
The young lady arrived just in time to
give said grandparents an excuse to get
away from the bad Christmas weather
in Kentucky in search of warmer climes
in the Sunshine State, but they were so
elated that it is doubtful whether they
even noticed the sunshine,

PDr. Ray Johnson has resigned his nine-
year pastorate at the First Baptist
Church, Muncie, Indiana, and has ac-
cepted the call of the First Baptist
Church, Oak Park, Illinois, suburb of
Chicago. He is a graduate of Southern
Seminary in Louisville,

CHURCH SEATING

We furnish Church Seating for Audi-
toriums and Sunday School Class
Rooms

Pews @ Individual Chairs
Folding Chairs @ Tables and Desks
FRED RAYBURN, Salesman

4304 Southern Parkway Louisville, Ky.
Phone, EM 7-8639

SCHOOL SERVICE CO., Inc.

EDWARD A. FARRIS
President and Manager

116 West Main St. Frankfort, Ky.

BALDWIN
ORGANS — PIANOS

The Baldwin organ is traditional in
tone and method of playing. The
Hamilton Vertical piano equipped
with easy rollers built especially
for churches and schools.

Baldwin Piano Co.
Telephone JU 7-8488-89

309-11 West Walnut
Louisville, Kentucky

PEWS - PULPITS

Complete Sunday School Furniture
Auditorium Chairs

Folding Chairs and Tables
Visual Aid
Kitchen Equipment

THE CHAS. H. BUNCH CO.
337 W. Main St., Louisville, Ky.
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Bremond School Violated
Constitution, Edgar Says

AUSTIN — (BP) —Texas Commissioner
of Education J, W. Edgar ruled here that
the Bremond Independent School District
has violated constitutional guarantees of
church-state separation in operating a
former Catholic parochial school as a
public school.

He declined, however, to pass judge-
ment on charges that Catholic nuns teach-
ing in the robes of their order constitutes
religious instruction.

After hearing testimony and evidence
in the case, Edgar said, “I would have to
agree that prior to 1958 and even up to
October, 1960, the arrangement with the
Catholic Church and the school district
had led to some violation of law.”

“It does seem to me,” he said, “that
the school board has made valiant ef-
forts to clear up these practices, and I
strongly urge the board to maintain the
rules and regulations it has set up.”

His action was the latest in a long
series of legal and administrative de-
cisions in a case first brought into the
public spotlight with a suit filed in 1959.

A taxpayer-citizen group charged in
the suit that public tax funds were being
used illegally to support a Catholic
parochial school.

The suit was dismissed because plain-
tiffs had not exhausted administrative
remedy before taking the case to court.

The hearing before Edgar was another
step in seeking administrative relief and
was an appeal from an earlier ruling by
the Bremond school board.

Six of the seventeen complainants in
the case attended the hearing and indi-
cated a desire to appeal Edgar’s ruling to
the state board of education. Definite
decision on the appeal, which must be
filed within 15 days after the hearing,
was delayed until all complainants had
been consulted.

Edgar said that he did not have autho-
rity to rule on the question of nuns
wearing robes in the classroom, and that
this would have to be decided by the
courts or through legislation.

The complainants argued that wearing
religious robes in the classroom “helps
promulgate sectarian religious beliefs.”
Contributing to the influence, they say,
is the physical location of the school
within the compound of other church
property including a church, parish
house, and convent where the nun-
teachers live.

Edgar expressed ‘“great concern” over
the school board’s practice of leasing the
school building for $1 a year in an ap-
parently permanent arrangement.

“I have to say that apparently the
Bremond Independent School District has
been negligent in its responsibility. I
strongly urge the board to conduct its
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school in district-owned facilities,” Edgar
said.

Bremond Superintendent of Schools
J. W. Baker outlined the economic diffi-
culties that would result from discon-
tinuing the former St. Mary’s School as

a public school. Since it became Bremond
Elementary School No. 2 in 1947, the
district has received state aid for all
students. To forego this support, Baker

said, would impose severe financial hard-
ship on the district.

If the complainants appeal Edgar’s
ruling and the state board of education
sustains his judgement, the next step
would be a return to the courts. The

case is the first of its kind in the state
and is viewed by some observers as an
important test of several church-state
separation principles.
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ALL

TOGETHER,

NOW!

This is the first in a series to acquaint you with the work of

the newly created Stewardship Promotion Department. This

department is designed to strengthen and undergird every area of

Baptist life.

It has no special interests to promote, but does have

a special interest in all that Baptists do. It envisions one
program of Kentucky Baptist work. .

It will provide help first to the churches, aiding them in building

strong financial programs. It will assist the associations in securing

ample support for their work. It stands ready to help the
schools and colleges, the Board of Child Care, Cedarmore
Assembly, the Hospital Commission, and all departments of

our work in their financial problems. Undergirding everything will

be a sustained emphasis on the Cooperative Program as the

mainstream of missionary support.

In launching this work, the words of the late B. H. Carroll
become a fitting example of spirit and attitude:

"For Christ's sake can we give up personal prejudices and
work together in the glorious cause of our blessed Lord.
Let no section be neglected or favored more than another.
Let every feeling of sectionalism and alienation be buried
beneath the cross. Let unity, fraternity and loyalty to our

Lord characterize every step of advance.

Let us with one heart

and one effort proclaim over the entire state, 'One Lord, one

faith, one baptism."'"

The counsel and advice of any interested Baptist in Kentucky
is welcome as together we plan a state program of stewardship

promotion.

STEWARDSHIP PROMOTION DEPARTMENT

Robert J. Hastings, Secretary

Thomas R. Chaney, Director of Church Finance
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