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THE BEAUTIFUL LIGHTED STEEPLE atop the new building of Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Paducah, has caught the eye of many west Kentuckians since its 
completion. (See story on page 6.) 



PASTOR EDD FOLEY reports an 
outstanding revival at the Horse Cave 
Baptist Church with Dr. Harold Tal­
lent as evangelist. There were 19 ad­
ditions by baptism, 3 by letter as well 
as many rededications . Sunday School 
attendance reached an all time high at 
326 on the last Sunday of the revival. 

ANATOLE KIRUKHANTSEV, pastor 
of the Baptist church at Leningrad, 
Russia, member of the presidium of the 
All Union Council of Evangelical Chris­
tians-Baptists in Russia, and member of 
the executive committee of the Baptist 
World Alliance, died November 26. He 
was 41 years old. 

J. PERRY CARTER, former pastor 
and denominational worker in Louis­
ville, recently underwent eye surgery 
at Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami, 
Florida. Dr. Carter served as pastor 
of the Flagler Street Baptist Church in 
Miami and at present is serving as in­
terim pastor of the Miami Beach First 
Baptist Church. His address is 715 
Palermo Avenue, Coral Gables, Florida. 

A YOUTH-LED Week-end revival at 
the First Baptist Church, Lebanon, No­
vember 25-27 was successful, according 
to Pastor Herman E. Rowlett. Evan­
gelist for the service was Adrian Lam­
kin, Jr. , a Georgetown College fresh­
man, and the music was under the di­
rection of Herman E. Rowlett, Jr., a 
Georgetown College senior, minis,ter of 
music at Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Frankfort, and son of the Lebanon 
pastor. 

Changes of Address and ZIP Codes Needed 
In order to insure uninterrupted mailing of your Western Recorder, 

please forward both your old and new addresses (don't forget ZIP 
codes} to us each time you move. Better service is further insured for 
church budget subscribers if you will enclose your old address label 
along with your new address and your new church (if any}. 

ALLENSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
in Boone's Creek Association recently 
baptized four persons into its fellow­
ship following a revival. Evangelist 
was Harold Taylor. 

SPECIAL SERVICES will be held at 
Mount Freedom Baptist Church, Wil­
more, Kentucky, on December 18 to 
honor George P. Cox, who is retir­
ing as church clerk after serving in the 
position for the past 20 years. Ordained 
a deacon of the congregation in 1912, 
he has held every major responsibility 
in the church except moderator. In 
appreciation for his years of service, the 
church voted to call its library The 
George P. Cox Memorial Library. A 
plaque bearing this inscription has been 
contributed by the Baptist Men's Broth­
erhood of the church. Thirty-four books 
have been added to the library in his 
honor by his many friends . 

FIFTEEN PERSONS made profes­
sions of faith during a revival at Wal­
lins Creek Baptist Church at Wallins 
Creek, Kentucky. Visiting evangelist 
was Charles H. Mitchell, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Cannonsburg. The 
Wallins pastor is Elmer Wiley. 
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PRESSES OF THE BAPTIST SPAN­
ISH PUBLISHING HOUSE, El Paso, 
Texas, are rolling with a 100,000-copy 
edition of the New Testament in Span­
ish, the first large-scale Scripture pro­
duction in the Publishing House's 60-
year history. The edition is especially 
designed for evangelism, with page ref­
erences and underlined texts calling at­
tention to passages about salvation. 

SECRETARY OF S TATE DEAN 
RUSK will speak at Hardin-Simmons 
University, Abilene, Texas (Baptist), 
during January and receive an honorary 
doctoral degree from the School. The 
occasion is a special convocation serv­
ice in connection with the celebration 
of the school's 75th anniversary. 

WEST LONDON BAPTIST CHURCH 
in Laurel River Association has called 
James Greene as pastor. A native of 
Laurel County, he has served other 
Baptist • churches in the eastern Ken­
tucky area. 

A PIONEER CHAPTER of Royal 
Ambassadors has been organized at 
First Baptist Church, Irvine, Kentucky, 
with six charter members. 

THE MOTHER of Baker James Cau­
then, executive secretary of the SBC 
Foreign Mission Board, died December 
3 at Lufkin, Texas. Funeral services 
were held there at First Baptist Church. 

THE CHURCHES of Bethlehem, Ken­
tucky, will present their annual "Christ­
mas in Bethlehem," a living nativity 
scene depicting the birth of Jesus in the 
stable, December 22-25. The presenta­
tion may be seen from 6:30 to 9:30 each 
night at Bethlehem on Highway 22 in 
Henry County. 
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by DENNIS G. KUBY, MINISTER 
UNITARIAN SOCIETY OF CLEVELAND, 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

SEVERAL ·YEARS AGO the General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church approved a statement which urged 
local congregations to start making contributions to their 
locaf governments "in lieu of taxes, in recognition of police, 
fire, and other s·ervices." This innovation received support 
from Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, who once asserted: "With 
reasonably prudent management, the churches ought to be 
able to control the whole economy of the nation within the 
predictable future. " 

In the January, 1966, issue of the Albany Law Review, 
tax-exempt church property was valued at $80,000,000,000 in 
the United States. At 20% taxation, the government could 
receive $16,000,000,000 annually in tax revenue. Putting the 
churches on real estate rolls would · produce $21,000,000 
anually in Ohio, since 17 .2 % of all real estate exempted 
there is church property. 

Churches ·today should have sufficient 
historical vision to read the writing on 

NO 
by C. E. COLTON, P ASTOR 

ROYAL HAVEN BAPTIST CHURCH, 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

OUT OF THE RECENT revived interest in the church-state 
relationship we are hearing conflicting cries. Some are 
advocating that the go-vernment make a more direct contri­
bution to the churches and their institutions since they, too, 
are serving our national interests . Others are advocating 
that the churches do something about carrying their propor­
tionate share of the rising cose of governmenit. Some would 
suggest that this be done by the assessing of taxes on the 
churches. Others would suggest that it be done by voluntar y 
contributions on the part of the churches to help defray the 
cost of fire and police protection and other services rendered 
by the government. 

To both of these suggestions we would offer a sincere 
objection; that is, if by churches we are referring to places 
in which direct religious instruction or worship is carried 

on exclusively . Tax exemption for 
church property is tantamount to gov­
ernment subsidy, even though it may 

the wall and prepare to "render unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar's." The 
lessons of history clearly dictate the 
consequences when churches accumulate 
too much wealth. Before the Mexican 

SHOULD . 
be classified as "nonprofit." Tax ex­
emption for church property u sed ex­
clusively for religious instruction is 
basic and absolutely necessary for the 
maintenance of true r eligious liberty in 

Revolution in 1916 the Roman Catho­
lic Church owned 80% of the arable 
land. Today in Mexico anti-clerical­
ism is still a fact of life. 

CHURCHES 
a free society. 

The practice of tax exemption for 
church property would never have be­
come a problem in our national life if 
the practice of exemption had been 
limited, as it was originally intended 
to be, to property used directly in 
religious instruction or worship. Ex -

Church wealth has only one way to 
go, and that is up! The church as an 
institution does not die or tfade away 
but perpetuates its wealth and holdings 
through its hierarchy which spans gen-

PAY 
emption for property other than that 

erations. There is no such thing as 
divestiture such as is normally pro­
vided by the death of a business owner 
or the . dissolution of the corporation. 

TAXES? 
used in specific r eligious instruction or 
worship is a definite violation of the 
church-state r elationship as expressed 
in our constitution. 

Hence, the churches are caught in a net Now churches own all kinds of prop­
of historical contradictions which their 
own affluence and privileged position 
have helped to weave. 

As more competing denominations 
acquire more property in suburbia to 
stay ahead of the population growth, 
taxpayers will shoulder more of the 
tax burden. Since already more than 

An article reprinted from the 
September, 1966, i s s u e of 
CHURCH AND STATE Magazine, 

erty for which they ask tax exemption 
simply because these properties belong 
to the churches. Cer tainly, we have n o 
right to ask or expect exemption for 
pastors' homes or any other proper ty 
which is used directly in the r eligious 
activities of the church. 

Washington, D. C. 

71 ,000,000 Americans neither attend 
church nor affiliate with a religious denomination, forcing 
these ·same people to subsidize doctrines which they do not 
believe may generate a smoldering anticlericalism in the 
United States in direct proportion to the increase of church 
wealth. 

Fortunately, some churches are anticipating the wave of 
the future. In Medford, Oregon, the First Presbyterian 
Church voted to send $500 to the city to pay for part of the 
benefits received from local government. Continuing in this 
same ethical splendor, a congregation in Louisville, Kentucky, 
declared its intention of paying the tax on its two parsonages. 
In Cleveland, Ohio, where the tax-exempt property of 
churches amounts to approximately $75,000,0-00, the Unitarian 
Society of Cleveland voted to contribute $1,329 to the city. 
This amount represents 12% of what the church would pay 
if taxed and is earmarked for police, fire, and sanitation 
services. 

Frankly,_ I .see .nothing wrong or radical in asking that 
churches be self-supporting and that they contribute their 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 12) 

December 15, 19G6 

Granted, then tha t we are tal king 
about church property which is used 

directly in the religious activities of the church , we believe 
that no church should pay taxes-compulsor ily or volun ­
tarily. But some will argue that the churches do receive aid 
or help from the government in the form of services, such as 
fire and police protection. Should not the churches do 
something about paying their shar e of the expense for such 
services? 

Our answer is that we already do this. Most church 
members do pay taxes in one fo rm or another . As individ­
uals we do pay tax, and in r eturn for this we are entitled to 
police protection- when we are alon e, wh en we are at work, 
when we are at play with others, or when we are together 
with our friends a t church . A par t of our individual tax 
dollar goes for the protection of our individual right to con­
gregate with our fr iends for legitimate purposes. 

One advocate fo r the tax on ch urches r easoned that since 
th e churches were ta x-free, th e tax bu rden is necessar ily 
increased for individuals and ins t itutions n ot identified as 
churches. This would make the non-church member pay a 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 ) 
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Chester Durham: Mr. Baptist Student Union 
Many descriptfons would fit Chester Dul'ham, but 

none is quite so true and appropriate as "Mr. Baptist 
Student Union." Af.te,r 25 years of service he is truly 
this for Kenitucky and for much of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention. Chester has been associated with 
Baptist sfodent work ever since it was but a baby. 
He has wa1tcihed it grow to maturity and has been 
largely responsible for many of its present fea,tures. 

always operated. on a shoe string, but this could not 
be detected by observing the qua.Jity of his program. 
Student woTk has never sold for i,ts true worth, and 
probably no where in Baptist life have we received s-o 
much while spending so Httle. Durham will proba­
bly spend the rest of his ministry trying to increase 
Baptists ' understanding and support of this vital 
work. 

It's good to recognize such a man while he is still 
going strnng rather than wai·t until •re1trirement or 
deaith. This is especi1ally so in the case of Chester 
Durham, for pra1ise would never go to his head but 
would only inspire more dedication and effort in the 
field where he rs a master workman. 

It wouM be impossible rto conceive of the present 
strengtlh of Ken,tucky Baptists apart kom the minis,try 
of Chester Durham and Baptist student unions on 
Kentucky college campuse,s for the past two and one­
half decades. Many of the pastors now serving our 
churches came up through Baptist Student Union and 
not a few of them from other than Bapitis,t colleges. What Is a Trustee to Do? 
All of these reveal sometMng of Durham's influence, Much which Baptists do is done not by esitab-
and their pl'ogressive and forthright minisitries re- lished ·and accepted ,poliicies but by tradition and cus­
flect credi-t upon his leadership. tom. We do not have clear guidelines in many 

Almost every time Kentucky Baptis·t laymen are . places, but ,rather we proceed on the basis of what 
found in smaU ·or l>a,rge groups, one or more of these seems proper •and expedient •at the time. This is no­
recounts strong influences from Baptist Student Union where more true than in the •case of trusitees or direc­
that gave direc-Hon to their lives in decisive momernts. tors of our Baptist institutions. Who knows what 
Therefore, Durham's life and wo-rk are found in their exact duties and responsibilities are? 
thousands of faithful Baptist laymen, many of whom Ordinarily it doesn't make much diffe,rence. As 
are now influen1Hal professional persons. long as things go smoothly, about all trustees do is 

The leadership quaili,ties of Chester Durham are meet a couple of times a year to give approval 1:o 
not those that sometimes characterize such workers, plans, programs and a budget tha,t has been pTepared 
but are such as to make him all the mo,re admired . before meetring time by •officials of the inS'tiitution. 
He has never cons,idered that he had to be the center Some trustees have speci'al legal or o·ther duties ,they 
of the st,age. Rather, he has been mostly a behind- perform for the ,school, but most trustees know little 
the-scenes man puslhiing others out front . His sense of about what goes on a1t -the institution. 
personal worth of others ·and his own well-adjuS'ted There ·comes times, however, when this problem is 
personality have allowed him :bo put others out front. brought into clear focus. Now is one of those times 

Durham has been a man of unusual orea:tivity. He for the trustees of our colleges. Wha,t are they to do 
has not been content to be an unreflective foHower of in light of the present state of affairs and in light of 
hand-me-down programs, but has blazed many new their responsibilities? 
trails. He has kept up with the rapidly changing In June the Kentucky Baptist Convention spoke 
thought patterns of students and speaks their lan- very decisively a,garins-t government lo·ans for Baptist 
guage •as weH today as he did 25 years ago. At the colleges. In November the convention reaffirmed 
same time his convicti-ons on basic truths have not confidence in colJ:lege trustees fo administer internal 
been swayed by popular •opinion and changing times. affairs and did so knowing at ,least one college was 

The creative ability of Durham is seen •in such proj- planning for government loans. Now which way 
ects as the International Retreat, now an annual af- should a trustee go, the way of the convention or the 
fair which viitally touches hundreds of foreign s1tu- way of the college administration? 
dents each year. Started several years ago as an ex-✓ This brings up the p'oint of what a trustee really 
periment by Durham, i,t is now recognized as one of v / is. The truth is, no one has ever quite said. Is a 
the most effeotiive Baptist S'tudent adivi-ties. · V trustee to express what he believes is the conviction 

The ability of Ches1ter Durham is probably most of the majority of Kentucky Baptists or is he to make 
demonstrnted in the amount he has been able to ac- up his own mind regardless of what others think ? 
complish with an extreme•ly limtted budget. He has Some have said lat·ely that if we trust the trus,tees, 
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they should be trustworthy. By this they mean the 
trustees should stand for what they believe th;e ma-

like because he sincerely believes it is tthe way the 
Lord would have H. 

jority •of Baptists wa:1;1ts. / • • ', ;<_t; 
The wo,rd "trustee" suggests thaf :o:ne serving in 

such a capacity is not merely a ·representative or a 
deilega!te to express the majo,ri-ty opinion of his con­
stituents. '.Dhe word denotes a trust w'hich has been 
comrni tted to one consridered wise enough to make 
the right decision. After all, ti.f rthe majority opinion 
is whart we want, we now could get this by S'cientific 
surveys or by th'e use of electronic devices more ac­
curately tihan a trusrtee coul'd attain i-t. 

> The furtherest thiiig from::; tlrUStwortiliy trustee is 
one who is merely -a Tubb~i ~tianip. . H~ doesn't think 
fior hims·eif or doesn't take the trouble to become ac­
quainted with the available facts and so agrees with 
every recommendation without any reflection. 

A trustee worth the name is not to express the 
majority opinion of Baptists no,r is he to express his 
own opinion. As one entrusted by fellow ChTistians to 
help administer a Christian institution, there is but 
one way he can rightly make his decision. This is on 
the basis of what will glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. 
His position on a matter ·then might be that of the 
majority but not for that reason. It could be that . 
he would have to agree to what he personally doesn't 

Sometimes a person is overawed by being chosen 
a trustee. He feels he's obligated to be ,agreeable 
and cooper1ative with those he regards as responsible 
for his being seleoted. This is not so bad until con­
victions become involved and the temptation is to 
compromise. 

Trustees are hi,ghly important in Baptist organiz.a­
tional life, especially, in these· days of deciding direc­
tions. The future of our Baptist instiitutions lies with 
the trustees more than with any one else. They will 
come nearer being responsible and worthy of iTust 
if they have our understanding and prayers rather 
than our suspicion and criticism. 

Government Borrowing Is Absurd 
Dear Editor : 

I would like to express how I feel 
in regard to Kentucky Baptist institu­
tions borrowing money from the gov­
ernment. 

I think it's absurd . 
When we as Kentucky Baptists were 

faced with the issue of borrowing money 
from the government in June of this 
year-our people voted no. 

Then five months later at the Bowl­
ing Green Convention meeting when 
the issue was presented more in oratory 
than facts, the people voted yes. Ac­
tually, I don't believe the people really 
knew what they were voting for , be­
cause the oratory was very convincing. 

Dear Baptists, you had better re­
evaluate the situation and see what you 
are taking a stand for. Doesn't the 
borrowing of money from the govern­
ment contradict our past stands on the 
separation of church and state? 

Rather than have government funds 
or loans to operate our Baptist colleges, 
it would be far better to support one 
or two Baptist institutions with' Baptist 
money-this means tithes, offerings ancl 
dbnations. ·Let's do away with borrow­
ing money from the government. 

If the Baptists are not willing to give 
that which rightfully belongs to Goel, 
they don't deserve to operate colleges 
under the Baptist · name. 
Harrodsburg, Ky. Mrs. John B. Sparrow 

December 15, 1966 

Defense for Square Dancing 
Dear Editor : 

I would like to say a few words about 
two of the articles that were in the 
Baptist Forum, "Happiness and Chris­
tianity" (October 27) and "Real Happi­
ness" (November 24) . 

My husband and I had never danced 
until four years ago. We now belong 
to a square dance club which has 42 
couples in it, and we have never met 
finer people anywhere. We love every 
one of them, We have Sunday School 
teachers, deacons and public school 
teachers in our club. We have by-laws, 
and no drinking or rough talk is al­
lowed. There is no other recreation any 
cleaner than square dancing. 

If Jesus should come to my house un­
expected he would find nothing that 
would embarrass me. Nor would I hesi­
tate to take him to our club. He would 
meet nice people from all denomina­
tions and would have a wonderful time. 
The Bible does say-do not steal and 
do not lie, but it doesn't say do not 
dance. 

When the Baptists ( as other churches 
have) come to realize that it is natural 
for young people. to sing and dance, they 
will provide a place for them, with 
chaperons, so they will know where 
their children are and what they are 
doing. Don't c:onJ emn anything until 
you have gone to see for yourself, what 
you are talking about . 
Owensboro, Ky. Mrs. Jame_s Tucl.<.er 

What Bridge? 

Dear Editor: 

Concerning the "Daley Observations" 
of the Western Recorder of December 1, 
entitled "Five Months Make A Big Dif­
ference," several statements demanded 
my attention as if they had been printed 
in bold red type. One of these is "At 
least, we now seem to have crossed the 
bridge." It is not clear what bridge 
the Kentucky Baptists seem to have 
crossed. All bridges do not lead to ad­
vancem.ent. They are most often two­
way. 

Some bridges provide a path of re­
treat from the major encounter which 
is feared to be faced . It all depends 
on which way one is going and what his 
goals are. In that particular issue, one's 
goal may be to have big enrollments 
and big building programs, but for 
others the goal of priority is to have big 
men, big hearts, and a big spiritual em­
phasis. That is not to say the goals 
cannot be combined. One must be care­
ful, however, not to sacrifice the more 
important goal for large, growing, super­
structures financially secure, but with 
little spiritual content. 

If, as it seems the editor contemplates, 
it is: " ... time to cease whatever re­
ligious propagation is now going on at 
these schools and declare that they are 
strictly educational institutions," then it 
is also time for these Baptist schools to 
cease and declare that they are relin­
quished by Baptists as Christian institu­
tions to a strictly secular design. 

May God help us to carefully discern 
His will for our Baptist schools and his­
torical position . 

Louisville, K .v . David Al Myers 
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NEW SANCTUARY-The beautiful new sanctuary of Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Paducah, is furnished with red mahogany pews. With the balcony and choir 
included, seating capacity is 1,100'. 

Immanuel 
Dedicates 

Baptist Chu-rch, Paducah, 
New $600,000 Building 

After more .than a decade of planning, 
members of Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Paducah, moved into their new sanc­
tuary and church building following its 
completion in November. 

Completed at a cost of $600,000, the 
new building is of red brick, Colonial 
style. Included in the building are a 
spacious sanctuary, a church parlor, a 
choir suite and music office, and class­
rooms and restrooms. Thirty new class­
rooms and a church kitchen will be in-

Serving All Religions 
prices to satisfy every preference and need 
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eluded in the basement when it is com­
pleted. 

A three manual, 31-rank pipe organ 
is being built for the new sanctuary. 

Immanuel Baptist Church was con­
stituted in 1894 as Second Baptist 
Church of Paducah. Renamed "Im­
manuel" in 1922, it purchased in 1952 
the land on which the new building 
stands. Actual construction on the new 
facilities started in July, 1965. 

The new building was dedicated dur­
ing a week olf special services at the 
church, November 6-10. Speakers for 
the servi'ces were Ramsey Pollard, 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis; 
David Nelson of Owensboro, immediate 
past president· of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention; former pastor Frank Nor­
fleet of Wornall Road Baptist Church, 
Kansas City, Missouri. 

Harold Sanders, executive secretary 
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention, 
Middletown; and Dale Moody and 
Wayne Ward, professors of thelogy at 
Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisville. 

Theme for the dedication services was 
"Dedicated to Our Christian Task To­
day." 

The Immanuel pastor is T. L . Mc­
swain, who has served the congregation 
since 1963. 

'66 SBC Goal 
Passed in November 

For the first time, the Southern Bap­
tist Convention exceeded its budget a 
full month before the end of the fiscal 
year and recorded more than $40,000,000 
in missions gifts during any year . 

Contributions through the ·cooperative 
Program unified budget plan for the 
first 11 months of 1966 reached $21 ,430 ,-
609 when the monthly financial books 
were closed in November. 

Contributions for November put the 
convention $169,859 over the $21 ,200,000 
budget, with still another month left 
in the year. The budget actually was 
met the day before Thanksgiving, but 
announcement was not made until the 
books closed on the last day of the 
month. 

Acc·ording to the budget plan adopted 
by- the convention, all in excess of the 
budget will be divided two-thirds to 
foreign missions and one-third to home 
missions. 

Porter W. Routh , executive secretary­
treasurer of the SBC Executive Com­
mittee, predicted that the advance funds 
to home and foreign missions would hit 
$2,500,000 before the end of the year 
if Cooperative Program receipts con­
tinue at the same rate as in 1965. 

$40,000,000 Exceeded 

An end-of- the-month financial state­
ment prepared by the Executive Com­
mittee also disclosed that, for the first 
time, the grand total of the Cooperative 
Program contributions plus designated 
offerings had exceeded $40,000,000 in a 
single year. 

Baker James Cauthen, executive sec­
retary of the SBC Foreign Mission Board 
in Richmond, said in a telegram: "Praise 
God for the good news about advance 
program funds. We are greatly en­
couraged." 

In Atlanta, the head of the SBC Home 
Mission Board, Arthur B. Rutledge, said 
that the advance section of the SBC 
budget would enable the Board to pro­
vide pastoral salary supplements to 
many young churches in "pioneer areas," 
and would also provide needed salary 
increases for career SBC home mission­
aries. (BP) 

Jamestown Church Calls 
Thurman Harris as Pastor 

Thurman Harris has resigned as pas­
tor of First Baptist Church, Bryants­
ville, Kentucky, in order to accept the 
call of Jamestown Baptist Church in 
Russell County Association. 

A native of Lewisburg, Kentucky, he 
is married to the former Peggy Martin 
of Russellville. 
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Church Ha_s Po-tential 'Moon Missionaries' 
by JOHN J. HURT, EDITOR 

TEXAS BAPTIST STANDARD, DALLAS 

The Nassau Bay Baptist Church ol_ Houston, Texas, may 
some day claim the distinction of sendi'ng the 'first mission­
aries to the moon. 

Two of the church's members, Major William Pogue · of 
the _ Air Force and Captain Jack Lousma of the Marines ,- are 
training for the Apollo moon mission at the Natidnal Aero- ·· 
nautics and Space Administration ~ear Houston. · There is 
a chance that they may be picked to make one· of the moon 
trips. 

Another Nassau Bay member, Dr. Fred Kelly of the 
N.A.S.A. medical staff, would like 
nothing better than to be the one 
selected as the scientist for an 
Apollo flight. 

But even if they are not the first 
Baptist missionaries to the moon, 
they and the other members of the 
church are as determined to estab­
lish new church missions as they 
are in their space missions. Al­
though the 450-member church is 
less than three years old, it is al­
ready planning to establish two 
missions near the Houston space 
complex and is entering a newly­
constructed building that already 
is too small. 

The church's amazing growth 
can be assigned easily to the fact 
that the members who spend five 
and six days a week in the fan­
tastics of space have the same 
imagination about a church pro­
program and its ministry in its 
community. 

Pogue is associate Sw1day School 
superintendent, and next October 
will be elevated to Sunday School 
superintendent. His wife teaches 
in the church's beginner depart­
ment of Sw1day School. Both grew 
up in Southern Baptist churches 
in Oklahoma, and he is a graduate 
of Oklahoma Baptist University, 
Shawnee. 

there by witnessing to others in the camp arid resolved to 
return to Rumania as a missionary. 

.<\fter· the war, he earned the master's degree _ at the Uni­
versity of North Carolina and the Ph.D. at Duke, majoring 

• in mathematics with speciai study in the divinity school. 
The math was to qualify him as a teacher to enter Rumania, 
but' ·-the ·communist country never granted permission . 

··N·ow, the math and pre-med, plus his experience as a pilot, 
give hiri1 a special background and vocabulary for both coun­
seling and witnessing in the space center. 

The church began in December 
of 1963 as a mission of El Largo 
Baptist Church in Houston, meet­
ing first in homes. Then it moved 
to a vacated house in the rear of 
a gasoline station. Al Novak, a 
retired minister, served as the 
church's first part-time pastor. The 
church was not organized until 
February of 1965, and six months 
later Novak challenged the church 
to seek a full-time pastor. 

Rittenhouse, having s e r v e d 
churches in Miami and Atlanta, 
quit evangelistic work to become 
its pastor in October of 1965. 

In his first year as pastor, Rit­
tenhouse has not only led the 
church in baptizing 52 converts 
and new members, but also has 
led in building a new $300,000 
modern-architecture building, to 
be occupied for the first time in 
December of this year. 

The chapel, contemporary in de­
sign, will accommodate about 450 
persons. Educational facilities have 
been provided for about the same 
number. Already the first unit is 
too small to accommodate the 
church, and plans are being made 
for a second building program 
next year. 

Lousma is superintendent of the 
Sunday School's high school de­
partment, and his wife is associate 
superintendent. Both are from 
Michigan, where they were active 
in an independent church. 

In addition to the two astro­
nauts, several of the church's other 
top leaders are connected with 

BAPTIST ASTRONAUTS-Two Baptist astronauts, flank• 
ing their pastor, could possibly become the first mission­
aries t-0 the moon. Astronauts Bill Pogue (left) and Jack 
Lousma (right) chat with their pastor, Bill Rittenhouse of 
Nassau Bay Baptist Church near Houston, in front of_ the 
N.A.S.A. manned space craft center. B-Oth Pogue and 
Lousma are active church workers and are training for 
the Apollo moon mission . . (BP Photo) 

Rittenhouse said that although 
the congregation is high in educa­
tion, position, and all other re­
spects, there is no thought of 
preaching any different than in 
the normal pastorate. "My peo­
ple made it very plain they want 
to hear something to help them 
spiritually," he said. His evangel­
istic ministry continues in the 
pastorate. 

the manned space craft center just a stone's throw from the 
church. As a matter of fact, approximately 80% of the men 
of the church are connected in some way with the Houston 
manned space center. 

Like most of the church's members, the pastor, W. H . 
Rittenhouse is unique both in barckground and ministry. 

He earned a pre-medical degree at Stetson University, 
DeLand, Florida, just before World War II, when he became a 
bomber pilot. He was shot down over Rumania on his 26th 
mission and imprisoned. 

The son of a Baptist minister in Georgia, Rittenhouse 
found his Christian faith the one thing which kept him alive 
during the year in a German prison. He began his ministry 
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Leadership is not the problem it is in most churches, 
he said. The members have the educational background, and 
the pastor says they are dedicated. The average age is prob­
ably the mid-30's; their income in five figures; nearly all 
have college degrees; and many have done graduate work. 

The church has. an option on six acres of land in Clear 
Lake City, another a:rea near the N.A.S.A. headquarters, and 
they are planning a chapel there within the year. 

An area that three years ago was open space will soon 
have a population of 30,000 as a suburb of Houston, and the 
Baptist church which may have one of its members as a man 
on the moon has "all systems go" for making the area a 
Baptist center. 
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Home- Board Hopes ABC Will-·Take 
Different Action on 1969 Crusade 

by DALLAS M. LEE 

The Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board officially expressed hope in At- · 
lanta that the American Baptist Con­
vention will reconsider its decision not 
to participate in a hemisphere-wide·: 
evangelistic endeavor. 

Baptists from North and South Amer­
ica will conduct in 1969 a year-long 
evangelism emphasis called the Cru­
sade of the Americas. 

The· Southern Baptist agency, acting 
at the conclusion of its annual session , 
expressed regret that the General Coun­
cil of the American Baptist Convention 
decided early in November to veto par­
ticipation in the Crusade. 

The Board asked Executive Secreta_r y 
Arthm· B. Rutledge anc:i' Evangelism Di­
rector C. E. Autrey to work with South­
ern Baptist Crusade committees to en­
courage American Baptists to recon­
sider their decision. 

In other action, the board approved 
a record $12,100,000 budget and offi­
cially designated big cities of the United 
States as the No. 1 mission target. 

Evangelism Called the Center 

Board members also adopted 14 long­
range guidelines, one pinpointing cities 
to receive the major missions thrust, an­
other citing evangelism as the heart of 
that thrust. 

Another guideline stated that the in­
terest of the Home Mission Board "shall 
be in each person because of his in­
trinsic worth apart from incidental iden­
tification as to race, language, econom­
ics, nationality, or religion ." 

The new budget also provides for 
four new staff positions : associate secre­
taries in the departments of ·metropol­
itan missions, pioneer missions and mis­
sionary personnel, and a secretary of . 

records processi.pg services. 
Board membe,rs also voted to allow 

the church loans division to charge the 
same interest rate to churches that it 
pays for its borrowed. money . . This will 
mean an immediate hike of 1/2 and pos­
sibly 1 per cent over .- the current 6 per 
cent rate charged the churches, church 
loans director Robert H. Kilgore said. 

Failure to adjust to rising commer­
cial interest rates, he said, would fo·rce 
the Board to use Cooperative Program 
revenues to cover church loans operat­
ing expenses. 

New Staff Members Named 

New staff members named at the 
meeting were ··Paul Russell Adkins of 
Dallas, who was named director of the 
program of Christian social ministries, 
and Pat McDaniel of Detroit, who was 
elected the first of three new field 
representatives in the church loans 
division . 

The recently-established department 
of Christian social ministries adminis­
ters Baptist center work, juvenile re­
habilitation, literacy missions and mi­
grant missions. The possibility is be­
ing studied of adding additional re­
sponsibilities such as ex-prisoner re­
habilitation and work with alcoholics 
and drug addicts. Adkins is the de­
partment's -first full-time director. 

McDaniel will work with local and 
state . leadership initiating loan appli­
cations and servicing loans in a geo­
graphic area to be assigned. 

In regular appointment procedures, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Garcia were ap­
pointed to regular missionary status. 
Garcia is a professor at the Mexican 

• Baptist Bible Institute in San Antonio, 
Texas. · 

The _Board reset the election of offi-

New Medical Inn Motel 

[j 

OFFERING accommodations in downtown Louisville for out-of-town per­
sons with relatives or friends in Louisville's hospitals. Especially suited 
also for patients waiting for hospital beds, convalescent patients who 
require no nursing care, executives getting physical examinations and rest, 
official hospital guests, or any other person desiring motel accommoda­
tions for the Louisville area. 

• Reasonable Rates 
• located near Louisville hospitals 

• light housekeeping facilities in some rooms 
• Restaurant services, banking, beauty and 

barber shops in the building 

MEDICAL INN . MOTEL 
Floyd and Gray Streets, Lbuisville . • ' . V. V. 'COOKE, Pre11ldent 

MIGRANT FARM WORKER-Part of the 
work of the Home Mission Board is minist.er­
ing and witnessing to migrant farm workers 
like Frank Alvarado, who is picking tomatoes 
on a farm near Beaufort, South Carolina. 
During a recent Bible school held for migrant 
children near Beaufort, 40 persons made 
professions of faith in Christ. 

cers for a spring meeting and voted to 
maintain the current slate: Edgar M. 
Aryendall of Birmingham, president ; 
David C. Hall of Phoenix, vice-presi­
dent; W. Arnold Smith of Atlanta, vice­
p1·esident; Mrs. Clint E. Rogers of At­
lanta , recording secretary; and Mrs. 
Marie Cooper of Atlanta, assistant re­
cording secretary. 

A.B.Cash Announces 
January Retirement 

Announced at the recent meeting of 
the Home Mission Board was the Janu­
ary, 1967, retirement of A. B. Cash, first 
and only secretary of the Board's pio­
neer missions department. 

A former director of the m9tmtain 
missions program of the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention, Cash served as a pas­
tor for 20 years before entering associa­
tional missions work and denomination­
al servdce. He joined the Home Mis­
sion Board in 1952 and was named di­
rector of the pioneer missions depart­
ment when it was formed in 1954. 

During Cash's service in the pioneer 
missions work, more than 3,000 South­
ern Baptist churches with a member­
ship of more than 700,000 were estab­
lished in new areas . 

A popular preacher, he speaks an­
nually up to 300 times in Baptist pul­
pits. During his career, he has preach­
ed in every mainland state of the na­
tion and in almost every type of situa­
tion-from c a r p et e d sanctuaries to 
store-front missions. (BP) 
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BY ST A TE EXECUTIVE BOARD-

Cedarmore 
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly will be 

enlarged by 309 acres with the purchase 
of a farm adjoining the present prop­
erty. This action was approved by the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention Executive 
Board in the December 1 and 2 meet­
ing. The Board also . organized itself 
along new guidelines approved in the 
1966 Kentucky Baptist Convention at 
Bowling Green, voted not to imple­
ment the convention-approved ransom 
proposal for Baptist missionaries and 
pastors in Cuban prisons, and refused to 
approve a motion which would have 
reminded all trustees of Kentucky Bap­
tist institutions of the June special con­
vention - expression against government 
loans. 

The farm purchase will bring the total 
Cedarmore acreage to approximately 
1,352. The purchase price is $40,000 
for the 309 acres, which includes a six­
room house, a milk house and two barns. 
A $10,000 down payment will be made 
from existing Cedarmore funds, and 
the balance is planned to be paid from 
income resulting from farm operation. 
The property ultimately will be used 
for enlargement of present youth camps 
adjacent to the new property and pos­
sibly a golf course. 

A lengthy discussion e n s u e d on 

Land Purchase Approved 
whether or not the tobacco acreage on 
the farm should be used. Motions to 
instruct the assembly and camps com­
mittee not to use the farm !flor the rais­
ing and selling of tobacco were · not 
approved but the committee was re­
spectfully requested to explore all pos­
sible ways to pay for the farm without 
the use of the tobacco allotment. 

Much of --the board meeting time was 
spent reorganizing, according to the new 
organizational plan approved by the 
board. The new plan calls for 10 com­
mittees of the board with every board 
member serving on one of the commit­
tees. Seven of the committees are known 
as standing committees and are com­
posed entirely of Executive Board mem­
bers. These are the administrative, fi­
nance, program, nominating, operati.pg, 
Christian life and denominational co­
operation committees. 

Three committees are known as spe­
cial standing committees and are made 
up both of Executive Board members 
and non-board members. These are 
the Christian education, assembly and 
camps and campus ministries· com­
mittees. 

All the new committees met for or­
ganization and orientation and brought 
reports back to the full board. 

Two matters growing out of actions at 
the -recent Kentucky Baptist Convention 
sessions ·in Bowling Green came up for 
dl.scussion. One of these was the Bowl­
ing Green action calling for the raising 
of $37,000 as a ransom for Baptist mis­
s-ionaries and preachers in Cuban · pris­
ons. The ransom plan drew criticism 
from the Southern Baptist Home Mis­
sion Board, which reported the ransom 
plan was contrary to United States 
policy and was also detrimental to pres­
ent efforts of the Home Mission Board 
for ·the release and help of Baptists in 
prisons in Cuba. 

Ransom Idea Held in Abeyance 
·upon learning of the position of the 

Home Mission Board and other facts, 
the Executive Board decided to hold in 
abeyance the raising of any ransom 
money but reaffirmed the Bowling 
Green call for prayer for Baptist breth­
ren in Cuban prisons. 

Durham Honored by Executive Board 

Another matter from Bowling Green 
which evoked brief discussion was the 
reaffirmaiton of an expression of con­
fidence in trustees of Kentucky Baptist 
institutions and the leaving of internal 
policies of the institutions to the trus­
tees. The question is whether or not 
the Bowling Green .reaffirmation ac-tion 
left the trustees free to seek govern­
ment loans which were disapp-roved in a 
special session of the convention last 
June. 

A motion made by Joe Carrico of 
Russellville called for the executive 
secretary of the Executive Board to 
write all trustees of Kentucky Baptist 
institutions reminding them of the con­
victions against government loans ex­
pressed in the special convention last 
June. Carrico's motion was erroneously 
reported in the Courier Journal, but it 
was not a motion -to prevent trustees 
from seeking government loans. Rather, 
the motion and discussion did not chal­
lenge the expression of confidence in 
the trustees but affirmed the responsi­
bility of trustees to be mindful of the 
convictions of those they represent. To 
remind the trustees of the sentiments of 
the convention messengers in June was 
the intent of Carrico's motion. The 
motion lost decisively. 

The Kentucky Baptist Convention 
Executive Board in its regular Decem­
ber meeting honored Dr. Chester Dur­
ham for 25 years work with Kentucky 
Baptist students. The state student 
secretary and his wife, Vera, were given 
special recognition at a testimonial din­
ner on the evening of December 1. Ex­
ecutive Board members were joined by 
Baptist Building staff members and 
special guests for the occasion. 

Testimonies from individuals to Dr. 
Durham in all parts of his ministry were 
heard. J . Bill Jones, Princeton pastor, 
R. H. Falwell, Baptist Student Union 
leader from Nashville, and Roy E. Boat­

Durham 

wright, Kentucky 
Baptist S u n d a y 
S c h o o 1 secretary, 
represented those 
associat e d with 
D u r h a m in the 
years passed. 

Glenn Yarborough, 
Baptist student sec­
retary at George­
town College, repre­
sented the student 
secretar ies now 
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serving in Kentucky, and Dari Yeary, 
associate student secretary for Ken­
tucky, .spoke for those presently work­
ing with Dr. Durham. The future min­
istry of Secretary Durham was pictured 
by Franklin Owen, Lexington Calvary 
Baptist pastor, and by Georgetown Col­
lege President Robert L. Mills. 

The affair was climaxed · with four 
presentations to the Durhams. Execu­
tive Board Business Manager Garnett 
Morton presented a cash gift from Bap­
tist Building colleagues. Mrs. George 
Ferguson, Kentucky W.M.U. Executive 
Secretary, presented the couple with a 
volume of appreciation letters from 
friends from various parts of the world. 
A plaque commending Dr. Durham's 25 
years service was presented by Execu­
tive Secretary Harold Sanders, and a 
gift of $800 •for an extended vacation 
trip for the couple was presented on 
behalf of the board by Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention President John Huff­
man. 

Durham responded with an expression 
of thanks and with a challenge for 
greater strides in the future for Baptist 
student work in Kentucky. 

Camps Directors Considered 
A motion to have the program com­

mittee of the Executive Board study 
the feasibility of replacing the present 
assembly and camps committee of the 
Executive Board by a separate board of 
directors was passed. A report on this 
study is due at the next scheduled meet­
ing of the Executive Board on May 9. 

9 



To Keep - or not to Keep - Chris·tmas 

In American Public • Schools? 
Opposite answers to the question of 

keeping Christmas in American public 
schools were given by two Protestant 
religious leaders in articles published 
recently in a national magazine at Wash­
ington, D. C. 

Sherwood Wirt of Minneapolis de­
clared that we· should "keep Christmas," 
while Robert K. Menzel of Portland, 
Oregon, advocated the opposite. 

The views were published in the De­
cember issue of Church and State, a 
monthly publication of Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State, 

Wirt, who is editor of a publication 
of the Billy Graham Evangelistic · Asso­
ciation, reasoned that "the American 
Christmas is not really a religious phe­
nomenon at all. It is two separate 
events, neither of which has more than 
an incidental connection with religion. 
In the first stance, there is the interior 
Christmas, a quiet celebration in the 
believer's heart, an experience of sacred 
joy in the remembrance of the birth of 
the child who was to be the Saviour of 
the world. 

One Event Is Cultural 

"The other event is more cultural in­
nature, and as such is a favorite event 
in the life of the American non-church­
goer. It is, in fact, woven inextricably 
into his way of life. To eliminate it 
from the calendar would, in his opinion, 
impoverish America beyond calculation. 
. . . Furthermore, I do not believe that 
the Supreme Court or any other court 
has a mandate to rearrange history." 

Menzel, a professor of religion at Con­
cordia College, declared that "advocates 
of religious practices in the public 
schools hope that these activities will 
impede complete secularization of au­
thentic Biblical religion and hence ac­
celerate the very process their advo­
cates hope to prevent. ... If the school 
is to be truly public, it must be secular. 
It does not choose between various re-

HELP WANTED 

PRINTER -MAKE UP MAN need­

ed in Western Recorder printing 

department. For details contact 
Henry Reed, superintendent of 
printing, Western Recorder, Mid.­

dletown, Kentucky 40043, or call 

245-4101 (area code 502). 
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ligious or non-religious orthodoxies. It 
need not deny or ignore our co,mmon 
rootage in the conviction that men are 
endowed with rights by . their Creator, 
or that 'we are a 1:.eligious people'. " 

. The Concordia professor said that 
typical Christmas observances in public 
schools degenerated into meaningless 
ritual, weakened the witness of the 
Church by surrendering its primary 
functions (proclaiming the Gospel and 
leading worship) to an agency of the 
state, and put the public school into 
competition with the Church. 

No Offense to Minority Groups? 

Wirt concluded his article by declar­
ing that he does not feel his view is an 
affront to any minority group. "Sup­
pose I were a Coptic Christian student 
attending American University in Beirut, 
or Al Azhar University in Cairo," he 
wrote. "The birthday of Mohammed 
approaches; the Islamic students pre­
pare to celebrate. What should I do? 
Circulate a petition to abolish all birth­
day observances because they infringe 
upon my r.ights as a Christian. I re­
member, I am a minority; I prefer not 
to have to be exposed to religious propa­
ganda. Yet, if I am to be a good citi­
zen I will not object to my neighbors' 
holding observances at school, since they 
obviously preponderate. I will simply 
ask to be excused. 

"There may be some things wrong 
with America, no doubt," he said, "but 
Christmas is not one of them." 

Menzel offered these concluding sug­
gestions:· "Families can enrich their own 
understanding of the meaning of Christ­
mas by planning a series of family 
events, and . can invite all other neigh­
borhood children they want. As for the 
churches, if they can't provide programs 
and activitie•s meaningful enough to 
bring the neighborhood children and 
parents voluntarily to 'Come and adore 
Him,' why should they expect the co­
ercive power of the school to get thP.m 
to kneel at the Manger"? 

Consideri ng a Christmas Gift 
Or Grad uation Present? 

Why Not Give 

"Dedicated Dave" 
by Granville Sandusky 

$.3.00 per copy inside Kentucky 
. Plus 3% sales tax 
Buy or Order from 
Baptist Book St·ore 

Guthrie Street, Louisville 
Baptist Book Store, Owensboro 

Sullivan Becomes Pastor 
Of First Church, Benton 

First Baptist Church: Benton, Ken­
tucky, has called William J. Sullivan 
as pastor. He succeeds Billy G. Hurt, 

Sullivan 

who recently be­
came pastor od' First 
Baptist Church, In­
dependence, M i s -· 
souri. 

For the past fi vc 
years Sullivan has 
served the Spring 
Bayou Baptist 
Church in Ken­
tucky. He has also 
served churches in 
Murray and Lyon 

County. 
A native of Paducah, he is a graduate 

of Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary at Louisville and Murray State 
University. Sullivan's father, W. G. 
Sullivan of Gracey, and a brother, Paul 
E. Sullivan of Hopkinsville, are also 
Kentucky Baptist pastors. 

The new Benton pastor is married to 
the former Doris Jean Nance of Padu­
cah. 

Dissident Russian 
Baptists 
Greater 

Demand 
Freedom 

A dissident minority of Baptists in 
Russia has made outspoken demands on 
the Soviet government for greater re­
ligious liberty, according to an article 
in a French Catholic magazine published 
at Paris. 

The article was published in Inter­
national Catholic Information. Written 
by associate editor Vladimir Hawryluk, 
who is fluent in Russian, the aTticle is 
primarily a collection of correspondence. 
It includes the letters from the dissi­
dent group to government officials, and 
also to the leadership of the All Union 
Council of Evangelical Christians-Bap­
tists from which the minority group has 
bee~ trying to break. 

According to the magazine, the dissi­
dents not only demanded greater reli­
gious liberty from the Soviet authori­
ties but also accused the All Union 
Co~cil leaders of bowing to government 
pressure rather than following the Holy 
Spirit. 

In an outspoken letter to the govern­
ment, as quoted at J.ength in the article, 
the dissidents demanded that authorities 
( 1) re-establish the importance of 
church-state separation, (2) annul the 
contradidions to the already-existin•g 
constitutional guarantees of religious lib-·, 
erty, and (3) give a clear-cut statemeri'f,. 
on reli-gious freedom in di"afting a new 
constitution. 
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BORN THIS DAY . .A SAVIOUR 
(This Lesson for December 25, 1966) 

Luke 2:8-20 

The beautiful story of the birth of 
Jesus Christ is of continual interest and 
constant blessing to those of us who 
know and love Him. His birth has 
meant more to the world than that of 
any other person. Seven hundred years 
before the Saviour was born, the prophet 
Micah had foretold that He would be 
born in Bethlehem in Judea. 

Just before the birth of the Lord Jesus, 
Joseph and Mary were in Nazareth, some 
60 miles north of Bethlehem. In order 
that they might be in the proper place 
at the right time, God caused Caesar 
Augustus to issue a decree that all the 
world over which he had control should 
be enrolled, everyone in his own city, 
with a view to taxation and perhaps 
military service. In response to this 
decree Joseph and Mary made their way 
to Bethlehem. When not even an im­
provised corner could be found in the 
inn to shelter and protect the expectant 
mother, Joseph was almost frantic. 
Finally, the innkeeper told Joseph that 
he and Mary might stay in the stable if 
they so desired. As a last resort they 
entered the stable, and there Mary gave 
birth to the Lord Jesus "because there 
was no room for them in the inn." 

What .foreboding in those words! Lack 
of hospitality was the experience of our 
Lord throughout His earthly ministry. 
"He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not" (John 1:11). This 
world has never had room for Christ 
Do you have room for Him in your 
thoughts, your reading, your planning, 
your conversation, or your life? 

At that time there were lowly shep­
herds in the Judean hill country, watch­
ing over their flocks by night. As these 
humble shepherds were guarding their 
sheep and protecting them from robbers 
and wild beasts, they were visited by an 
angel of the Lord. As the glory of the 
Lord shone round about this heavenl y 
messenger, the shepherds were frighten ­
ed. It is no wonder that these men were 
filled with fear. Most anyone would 
have been under: the circumstances. 

Seeking to ·calm the shepherds, who 
had been the first to hear the glorious 
news that Christ was born, the angel 
said to them, "Fear not: for , behold, I 
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bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. . For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." 
The angel not only told the town in 
which Jesus · Christ was born, but he 
gave to them a sign by which they might 
recognize Him-"Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger." 

The babe lying there in the manger 
was a picture of helplessness and de­
pendence, yet He was the hope of man­
kind. God honored these shepherds thus 
because they were faithful to duty, as 
well as receptive to His message. 

The angel revealed intimate knowl­
edge and announced the most wonderful 
news that. was ever given to man. In­
stantly the heavenly hosts sounded forth 
a paean of praise to God because of the 
birth of the Saviour. The angelic hosts 
sang the praises of God because of His 
wondrous gift of the Pr,ince Who had 
come to bring peace to the hearts and 
minds of the people of this sin-cursed 
world. 

Stirred profoundly at hearing that 
lovely carol and its wondrous message, 
immediately after the departure of the 
visitor from heaven "the shephreds said 
one to another, Let us now go l:!Ven unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us." They felt constrained 
to go at once and make inquiry about 
the Christ. They did not wait until day­
light, but, entrusting ·their sheep to God's 
care, they promptly went to see for 
themselves the One about Whom the 
angel had brought them the good tidings 
of great joy. Eager ly and earnestly 
they hastened to Bethlehem in the full 
assurance that they would find "the 
babe lying in a manger ." They were 
fully convinced that the message which 
they had received had come from the 
Lord. 

When they arrived at their destina­
tion, the shepherds did not find any 

H. C. Chiles is pastor of the First Bap­
tist Church, 203 South Fourth Street, 
Murray, Kentucky. 

magnificent building with royal sur­
roundings, but they found a lowly Babe 
surrounded with the common things that 
were usually kept in barns . Upon see­
ing the newly-born Saviour lying in a 
manger, the shepherds were filled with 
reverential awe and joyous gratitude. 
Immediately, they went forth to tell the 
wonderful story of what they had heard 
and had seen. 

When the shepherds returned from 
their trip to Bethlehem, they were 
"glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen." 
They rejoiced because they had seen 
the Son of God Who was to bring so 
many and such wonderful blessings to 
the people of this world . Let all Chris­
tians now behold the love which God 
displayed at Bethlehem when Christ was 
born and join with the angels in singing: 

"Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ·every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing." 

Having availed themselves o,f the 
glorious opportunity of gazing upon the 
Saviour in p e r s o n, the shepherds 
promptly set themselves to the great 
and challenging task of proclaiming to 
others, who were less fortunate than 
they, the good news about the Christ 
Whom they had seen. In this respect 
they set for us, and for all others who 
have been the beneficiaries of His glori­
ous gospel, a splendid example. Since 
all need to hear the good news which is 
contained in the gospel of Christ, it is 
obligatory that every Christian tell 
others what Christ has done for him and 
for all others whom He has saved. 

If people are to be saved, they must 
hear about the only One Who can save 
them. Christ has given all whom He has 
saved the definite command: "Go home 
to thy friends, and tell them how great 
things the Lord hath done for thee." 
Since we have come to know Christ as 
our personal Saviow·, there has been 
within us an impulse as deep as life 
itself prompting us to make Him known 
to others. Let us be faithful in witness­
ing for Him! 

BIBLES REBOUND 
Writ• for illustrated pric• folder. 

·•1ntemationally 'known ,pectali.Jt, .. 
NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO 

126 No Stone Greenwood, Miss. 38930 
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Should Churches Pay Taxes? 
( CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 

NO 
disproportionate share o:ll the tax load. 

Such an argwnent overlooks the fact 
that church members also pay taxes and 
that churches are non-profit institu­
tions. Furthermore, by the same kind 
of reasoning one could prove that the 
churches w o u 1 d be discriminated 
against of they were taxed by the gov­
ernment. This would mean that the 
churches would have to carry a dis­
proportionate share of the tax load in 
view of the fact that the non-church 
member would not be paying the same 
kind of tax. In either case the argu­
ment is weak. 

If we maintain the basic philosophy 
which has been expressed in the First 
Amendment to our Constitution, the 
church, as such, must be free from tax­
ation. It is the only way that we can 
maintain a free church in a free state. 

If a church chooses voluntarily to 
make some contribution to government, 
no basic law or principle would be vio­
lated; however, such action would be 
extremely unwise and impractical. Al­
ready there is a strong tendency on the 
part of some church groups to obtain 
subsidies from the government. This 
tendency would be greatly intensified if 
churches, as such, began paying into the 
government, either compulsorily or · 
voluntarily. 

Both church and state would be 
strengthened if churches would give 
greater concern to the matter of keep­
ing their tax-exempt status safely with­
in the confines of direct religious 
activity. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISl~·lG 
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YES 
share of the cost of municipal services. 
With churches sharing the tax burden, 
many secular social service agencies 
might be able to function more effec­
tively. 

May I add that I am in favor of tax­
ing only· ·church property which pro­
vides services that cannot be duplicated 
by the state. I would exempt church­
supported·· schools and charitable insti­
tutions. Nevertheless, the tax dupli­
cate just on this church real estate 
would be considerable. 

In answer to the objection that some 
churches would have to close if forced 
to pay taxes, what about. small non­
religious businesses which have to fold 
because they could not make a profit 
and pay taxes? Shall we ask the state 
to subsidize this enterprise? 

The General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States approved a statement several 
years ago contending that any favored 
tax position is a "hindrance to the ful­
fillment of the church's mission." This 
statement goes right to the heart of the 
matter. It raises further questions. Can • 
the church which has a surfeit of eco­
nomic interests and land holdings bring 
judgment upon the same society and 
be a moral agency of social reform? 
Can a church absorbed in expanding its 
financial growth remain prophetic and 
transcendent of culture? 

The answers to these questions may 
well determine the future of church and 
state relations in our country. For 
those who still fear that too great a 
responsibility would be imposed on 
churches by paying property taxes, 
there is a passage from the Bible which 
is worth considering: 

"Where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also." 

SPECIAL WINTER 
DISCOUNT 

• STORM WINDGWS 
• ROOFING 

• GUTTERING 
• ALUMINUM SIDING 

• ROOM ADDITIONS 
Call for Free Estimate 

The Colville Company 
368-1100 4320 Crittenden Drive 
368-1388 Louisville, Kentucky 

Southern Semina1·y Missions 
Conference Set Feb. 24-26 

More than 1,000 college students from 
the eastern United States are expected 
to attend the 1967 Baptist Student Mis­
sions Conference at Southern Baptist 
Seminary in Louisville February 24-26. 

Theme for the annual eyent is "The 
Cross and the Crossroads." It will em­
phasize the challenges of population ex­
plosion, urbanization and world crises 
as they relate to the church. 

Speakers will include Charles Boddie, 
president of the American Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Nashville ; Charles 
Wellborn, chaplain at Florida State Uni­
versity, Tallahassee; Jasper McPhail, 
leading heart specialist and missionary 
surgeon in Vellore, India, and Dale 
Moody, professor of theology at South­
ern Seminary. • 

Students will have the opportunity to 
attend their choice of 18 seminars on 
various aspects of the church's mission, 
rang-ing from inner-city social work to 
medical evangelism in the Orient. 
Southern Baptist missions leaders and 
furloughing missionaries will be on 
hand to lead conferences and answer 
questions. 

Baptist School Enrolment 
Passes 67,000 Mark 

Fall enrolment at Baptist-affiliated 
colleges, universities, academies and 
Bible schools increased by 3,130 stu­
dents over fall enrolments last year, 
r eaching a total of 67,752 students. 

A statistical report on enrolments at 
the Bnptist schools was released at 
Nashville by the Education Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
based on enrolment reports from the 
schools' registrars. 

The report covered enrolments at 39 
Baptist senior colleges and universities, 
15 Baptist junior colleges, seven acade­
mies, and five Bible schools, or a total 
of 56 educational institutions. 

In addition to the 67 ,000-plus regular 
students, there were 11,276 "other" stu­
dents enrolled in non-credit, extension 
and correspondence courses, bringing 
total enrolment at all the schools to 
78,019. 

The 56 educational institutions re­
ported that they had graduated 11,374 
students last year, compared to 11,021 
the previous year. 

The largest nwnber of students were 
enrolled in the 39 Baptist senior col­
leges and universities, which reported 
63 ,416 full-time students this year, com­
pared to 53,906 last fall. 

Largest of the 56 schools is Baylor 
University in Waco, 'l'exas, with 7,435 
regular students enrolled, an increase 
of 310 over last falls enrolment. (BP) 
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Methodist Bishop to Speak 
At Midwestern Seminary 

Methodist Bishop Gerald Kenned.,Y, 
noted author, lecturer, and ·Bishop of 
the Los Angeles area of the Methodist 
Church, will deliver the Hester Lectures 
at Midwestern Baptist Seminary, Kan­
sts City, Missouri, during February. 

"The Worlds of the Ministry" will be 
the theme of Kennedy's lectures, which 
will include such topics as the preacher, 
the administrator, the pastor, and the 
theologian (BP) 

Stewardship Mail 
Returns Home 
After 17 Years 

An envelope labeled "New Steward­
ship Materials" has finally returned 
home after travelling through the mails 
for 17 years in search of a Baptist 
pastor. 

The Post Office department recently 
returned to the stewardship division of 
the Baptist General Convention of Texas 
at Dallas an undelivered manila en­
velope marked "New Stewardship Ma­
terials" apparently mailed 17 years ago. 

It was addressed to a pastor in Mar­
shall, Texas, about 150 miles from Dal­
las. At Marshall it was stamped "ad­
dressee unknown," then forwarded to 
Hobbs, New Mexico, reason unknown. 

Convention employees have fixed the 
date of mailing, roughly, as 1949, by 
the change in pastorates of the ad­
dressee and by the stewardship label 
used for mailing, which has long since 
been discontinued. (BP) 
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CHRISTMAS MUSIC-Members of the youth and junior choirs (above) of Broad­
way Baptist Church, Louisville·, will pa.rticipate with the adult choir in presenting a 
program of Christmas music for the congregation's annual White Christmas service. 

Broadway Cho-rch Sets Music Service 
The adult, youth and junfor choirs of 

Broadway Baptist Chur\:h,: Louisville, 
will present a program of sacred music 
at the church on Sunday afternoon, De.: 
cember 18, at 4:00 during_ the congre..: 
gation's annual White Christmas Serv­
ice. Total members in the three choirs 
is 130. 

The program of Christmas music con-

sists of two parts. Part 1, "How Far is 
it to Bethlehem," by Ronald Nelson, will 
be presented by the • combined youth 
and junior choirs, while part 2, "Laud 
to the Nativity," by Ottorino Respighi , 
will be the production of the church's 
adult choir. 

Soloists will have parts in both sec­
tions of the program, and an instru­
mental ensemble will perform in part 1. 

Polhill to Retire as Virginia Baptist Leader · 
John N. Sims, minister of music, will 

direct tJ}e production. Organist will be 
Lucille K. Lesher. 

Former Kentucky pastor Lucius M. 
Polhill, for 12 years executive secretary 
of the Baptist General Association of 
Virginia, told the convention's General 
Board that he plans to retire in one 
year. 

He announced his date of retirement 

HERBERT C. CRALLE 
F1JNERAL HOME 

Herbert C. Cralle, Jr. 

Edwin R. Hillock Wallace C. Hatler 

Phone 893-5223 

Frankfort and Peterson A venue 
Louisville, Kentucky 

December 15, 1966 

as December 31, 1967. At that time he 
will be 68, the mandatory retirement 
age under convention policy. 

Polhill, who was pastor of· Louisville's 
Deer Park Baptist Church before assum­
ing the position, said he made the early 
announcement to give the General Board 
ample time for making future plans. 

"It is by no means an indication of a 
slackening of dedication or of effort," 
he added. "The coming year promises 
to be one of the fullest and busiest as 
we work and pray. This could we~ be 
the most fruitful year of our ministry 
together." 

A native of Georgia, he is a graduate 
of Mercer University (Baptist) in Ma­
con and Southern Seminary at Louis­
ville, from which he received the Ph.D. 
degree. 

The Virginia executive secretary is 
also a former pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Americus, Georgia . (BP) 

During the .inriual White Christmas 
observance at Broadway, members bring 
to the church canned foods and other 
staples which are later distributed to 
needy families in the Louisville area. 

Edwin F. Perry, pastor of the Broad­
way congregation, invites all interested 
persons to attend the annual service. 

Dan Crawley Accepts 
Pastorate at Frankfort 

Dan S. Crawley, III, began his min­
istry as pastor of East Frankfort Baptist 
Church in Frankfort during November. 

Formerly of Spartanburg, South Caro­
lina, he is a graduate of Spartanburg 
Junior College and Wofford College of 
the same city . He received his theo­
logical education at Southwestern Semi­
nary in For t Worth , Texas, and South­
ern Seminary a t Louisville. 
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Brotherhood 

Response to Convention 
Brotherhood Report 

by Forrest R. Sawyer 

( Seven-minute statement to the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention, Bow_ling 
Green, in response to the Brotherhood 
Department report.) 

We are gratified to be able to present 
Mr. Fields to this Convention as the 
associate in the Brotherhood Depart­
ment. This, too, came with time. He 
addresses himself, primarily, to the re­
sponsibilities of directing the program 
for Camp Rabro and the development of 
Associational Brotherhood work. This 
leaves both of us poised to answer the 
call of our churches for the presentation 
of concepts and methods in all of the 
areas encompassed by Baptist Brother­
hood. 

This year's report clarifies and refines 
the action taken last year at Lexington, 
which began, officially, to align the 
work of the department so it would 
track, with a minimum drag and flic­
tion, in the basic purposes of our people. 

Baptist Brotherhood, with its three 
units ... . Baptist Men; Baptist Young 
Meh; and Royal Ambassadors .. struc­
turally becomes "a Church program for 
providing missionary education and mis­
sion involvement for all men, young 
men, and boys." This concept, deprived 
from the accepted command embodied 
in the stated commission of our Lord, 
initiates three basic church considera­
tions: 

First: A church is obligated to pro­
vide missionary education for ALL its 
members. This includes men, young 
men , and boys. 

LEE E. CRALLE CO. 
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Second: The w.orld needs the results 
of missionary e.duc·ation , and 

Third: Men, young men and boys need 
to become involved in missionary edu­
cation. 

The objective of Baptist Brotherhood 
focuses sharply upon the Great Com­
mission sinae our efforts are to assist 
churches; ·lead the men, young men and 
boys to ( 1) A deeper commitment ·to 
missions (2) A -more meaningful prayer 
life for missions, (3) A larger steward­
ship on behalf of missions, and ( 4) A 
personal involvement in missions. 

The four tasks of Baptist Brotherhood 
grow out of the objective: (1) Teach 
missions to all men, young men, and 
boys (2) Lead all men, young men and 
boys to participate in mission actvities 
( 3) provide organization and leader­
ship for special projects oi the church 
( 4) provide and interpret information 
regarding the work of the church and 
the denomination. 

Missions, defined as that which a con­
gregation does to advance the cause of 
Christ beyond the walls of the church 
house, as expected, engenders some 
negativism. There have already been 
expressions such as · "this will ·take our 
men out of the church" which prompts 
this response from your speaker : "Un­
less we demonstrate a church-centered 
'Christ-like concern for all people,' 
which Brotherhood proposes to do, we 
will be ground to bits as we become 
grist for our mill bound to stop unless 
fed ." 

Another consideration is going to be 
the "cost" of providing missionary edu­
cation for all men, young men, and boys. 
The "cost" of doing it is not nearly as 
important as the "cost" if we do not 
do it. 

It remains to be seen where there is 
a single leader in a single Kentucky 
Baptist Convention church who fails 
to demonstrate his or her belief in the 
God-given imperative to engage in such 
a worthwhile challenge. 

As · we go from this Convention, let's 
bring into perspective the possibility of 
having, someday, the manpower of each 
church able to articulate "this is what 
missions means to me" and each com­
mitted to the proposition of 'total in­
volvement in his church and denomina­
tion's effort to discharge with honor 
that which we say we believe is our re­
sponsibility, under God, to a needy 
world. To this I am <committed so long 
as I am secretary of your Brotherhood 
department. 

Stewardship 

Why Can't We Take 
It Easy £ or a While? 

by Michael L. Speer 
Budgets are tight. The cost of living 

is going up , Housewives are picketing 
super markets and it was announced the 

other day that the 
price is now going 
up on picket signs! 
There are so many 
things we want. So, 
why can't we ease 
up on our giving for 
a while? 

God n e v e r lies 
down on the job. 
He's got plenty of 
work which he is 

Speer counting on getting 
done through people like you. The 
world population is increasing at a tre­
mendous rate. That means more peo­
ple to be reached with the gospel, and 
to be fed , healed and helped. 

The cost of living is soaring, but our 
church must also pay these higher prices. 
It's true that there are many things we 
would like to have. But our church has 
work to be done which is more im­
portant than accumulating things. Our 
Kentucky Baptist Convention is commit­
ted to mission work here in Kentucky 
and around the world. This work de­
pends upon our continued faithfulness. 

God never lies down on the job. He 
keeps asking more and more from us­
even sacrifice. We can't take it easy. 
There's no stopping now. There is no 
time to let up . 

There are approximately 645,000 Bap­
tists in Kentucky. According to the 
latest figure, the average effective per 
capita buying power (after taxes) is 
$1,753. That means that if every Ken­
tucky Baptist would tithe the total in­
come of the churches in Kentucky would 
be over 113 million dollars-it was 31 
million last year. Then if the churches 
would give just 10%, our state budget 
for world missions would be 11.3 million 
dollars- this year it is 3.5. 

If all Kentucky Baptists tithed and all 
churches shared 50 % of their income 
with the world, the average church 
would still have almost twice as much 
as it now has for local ministries and 
our world-wide ministries would re­
ceive 16 times as much! 

We expect God to keep on loving and 
working for mankind. God will do that, 
but he expects our help . 
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Foundation 

It's Been A Good Year 
by James C. Austin 

The K entucky Baptist Foundation has 
reported to the 1966 Convention a total 
of Trust Funds (8-31-66) of $3,700,000. 

Since last year's re­
port we have receiv­
ed $500,000 in new 
assets. 

During the past 
f i s c a 1 year the 
F o u n d a t i o n has 
earned and has paid 
to our various edu­
cational, benevolent 
and m i s s i o n a r y 
causes $144,000. 

Austin T h e Foundation 
secretar y has assisted in the preparation 
of 62 wills in the past year. Many other 
inquiries concerning the writing of wills 
were answered by mail, telephone and 
personal consultation. Increasingly, Ken­
tucky Baptists are realizing the practical 
and spiritual importance of writing 
Christian wills. 

We are grateful for the faithful serv­
ice of Mr. J. T. Wilson, Somerset, Ken­
tucky, who rotated off our Board. We 
welcome to the Foundation Board to suc­
ceed Mr. Wilson, Dr. George Trout, Lex­
ington, Kentucky. The next semi-annual 
meeting of the Foundation Board of Di­
rectors is scheduled for December 12 
6:00 o'clock p.m. ' 

Plan Now for January, 
Make Your Will Emphasis 

Sample bulletin inserts are being 
mailed to Kentucky pastors. Please use 
the reply card to let us know how many 
you need. Now is the time to book for 
showing a copy of our fine 30-minute 
color-film God's Will Through Yours. A 
new filmstrip, Generations To Come 
with record or script is now available . ' 

~e are also sending pastors sample 
copies of some very attractive materials 
available from the Stewardship Com­
mission. 

Please plan a Make Your Will Em­
phasis in .January. 

Training Union 

Adults Choose 
Subject Matter 

by James Whaley 

Sunday School 

A Good Idea 
by Roy Boatwright 

At this time of the year many people 
are thinking about expressing th.eir love 
and appreciation to their pastor in some 
tangible way. Everyone is concei·ned 
about giving the pastor something of 
value and something that he will great­
ly appreciate. Here is a suggestion. 
Why not present your pastor a check 
to pay his full expenses and the ex­
penses of his wife to Cedarmore Sun­
day School Week, August 14-18, 1967. 

The Sunday School program will be­
gin on Monday and close at noon on 
Wednesday and start again on Thurs­
day morning and close Friday night. 
These two programs will be identical 
as far as material and faculty are con­
cerned, therefore, we are suggesting 
th~t those who plan to attend keep in 
mmd the program of tw odays in dura­
tion. 

Expenses at Cedarmore, two in a 
room in Boone Lodge per day, would be 
$_8.50. There will also be a registra­
tion fee of $1.00, payable in advance. 
. ~any churches like to express appre­

ciation to the Sunday school superin­
tendent, department superintendents 
and teachers. The same idea which 
has been presented for the pastor could 
also be presented in behalf of the Sun­
day school teachers, superintendents 
and department superintendents. Not 
only would those in attendance receive 
a_ great deal of information and •inspira­
t~on along Sunday school lines, but the 
tune at Cedarmore would also be a 
period of relaxation. 

"A hint to the wise is sufficient." 

Key Concepts in the Redemption Story 
Marks of a New Testament Church 
Deve~o~ing Skills fo • Learning (This 

Umt is found in the Group Training 
Guide.) • 

Christian Training Curriculum 
Forming a Personal Theology 
How to Get Along With People 
How to Use the Hymnal (This Unit is 

found in the Group Training Guide.) 

$40-Million Plus 
For Missions 

Porter Routh, executive · secretary­
tary treasurer of the Executive Com­
mittee, Southern Baptist Convention 
Nashville, reports that for the first tim~ 
the SBC exceeded its budget during the 
month of November, and recorded more 
than $40,000,000 in missions gifts any 
year! We rejoice as Southern Baptists 
m Kentucky to have a part in such a 
"Lifeli~e to the World" with the Gospel 
of Christ. Kentucky will send nearly 
$1 ,000,000 of this for the Cooperative 
Program, and more for the Special Of­
ferings. The total for the Cooperative 
Program in the SBC thus far is $21 -
430,609. • ' 

Over .and Above for HMB-FMB 
All that comes in during December 

will be divided two-thirds for the For­
eign Mission Board and one-third for 
the Home Mission Board! So, this is 
an extra reason for your sending not 
o_nly your regular December Coopera­
tive _Program gifts during this month (if 
possible by the 25th)., but also a special 
year-end,- Christmas Cooperative Pto­
gram gift ·to your state treasurer, Mid­
dletown! The SBC portion will ·be for­
warded to • share in the great mission 
thnist made possible by the "over-the-
budget" plan. . . 

Is Your Church Shifting Gears? 
Do you know that a church can shift 

gears in_ mission giving? Do you know 
that our present $3,500,000 annual Co­
operative Program stat.e goal will re­
quire that all churches shift into a 
higher gear of mission giving? It will. 
Many pastors are sending back the 
postage-paid card telling me what their 
churches are planning to do about it­
some reports are thrilling. What about 
your church? Five percent more of the 
total new budget-that will do it! 

" Christmas Is Near 
Long ago there was born in the city 

of David, 
A sweet holy Child who was J esus 

our King. 
While the stars sang above 

God is love, God i s lov:." 

In January-February-March adults in 
Training Union will have a choice of a 
number of study themes. Suggestions as 
to _a procedure for choosing the actual 
'.1mt that th~ adults will study are given 
m the article "Unit Selection Plan" 
fou~d in the Group Training Guide. The 
possible themes are: 
Life a.nd Work Curriculum 

These Shared the Faith 

Two quarterlies are needed in each 
adl'.lt union_. One is Personal Training 
Guide and 1s to be given to each mem­
ber of the union. The second one is 
the Group Training Guide which is 
:1eeded by the officers of the union. It 
is suggested that each adult union have 
four or five copies of the Group Train­
ing Guide . These can be used by 1he 
study leader or group captains as well 
a~ the other officers. If the union de­
cides to study the uni t given in the 
Group Training Guide, the four or five 
copies will be sufficient. 

"A new commandment give I unto 
you," said Jesus: "that ye love one an­
other, as I have loved you." 

HAROLD G. SANDERS 
December 15, 1966 
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Star of Bethlehem 
" Over the town of Bethlehem, 

Many years ago 
A beautiful Star appeared one night 

And shed its light aglow. 

God placed this Star up in the sky, 
To shine down on the earth; 

It was a sign to all the world 
0.f our dear Saviour's birth. 

Shepherds were th ere to keep their 
watch 

Over their flocks by night , 
When they heard the choir of angels 

sing 
And saw this Star so bright . 

Three wise men came to worship Him, 
The Star it led the way, 

They traveled until they found Him, 
It was a blessed day. 

They came in adoration, and then 
Knelt before Him there, 

They opened their treasures, gave Him 
Gifts, gold, frankinc ense and Myrrh. 

0 Star that shone o'er Bethlehem, 
Come shine on us we pray, 

And help us bring our gifts to Him, 
And worship Him today." 

This beautiful poem was written and 
set to music by Almeda J. Damron, 1120 
Highland Ave., Ashland, Kentucky, a 
fine Baptist. She has records and sheet 
music available from her home. 

Students Home Christ.mas 

Thousands of our Baptist students 
will be returning home from the colleges 
and universities of the nation for the 
Christmas holidays. The churches will 
feel the warmth of their returning 
young, and the families will rejoice in 
fellowship and worship with their chil­
dren home from school. May these be 
happy and meaningful days. 

"Student Night at Christmas" is one 
of the finest ways to welcome, utilize, 
and inspire our students-also, to in­
spire our churches to realize the im­
portance of higher education in general, 
and Christian higher education in par­
ticular. 

Have a Christian Christmas with your 
young people at hom.e- and returning 
home-during the Birthday celebration 
of our Lord . 

1G 

Mercer Asks for Special Convention 
Session to Deal with Financial Woes 

Trustees of Mercer University voted 
at Macon to ask the Georgia Baptist 
Convention to consider calling a special 
session to explore "the future financing 
of Christian education in Georgia Bap­
tist colleges." 

The proposed session would be simi­
lar to a special session of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention which met last June 
at Louisville to consider the problem of 
federal aid to Baptist schools in the 
State. 

The Georgia action was taken after 
the Baptist college's trustees had voted 
to proceed promptly with construction 
of a $1,500,000 science center, even 
though they were unable to obtain a 
federal loan to help finance the con­
struction. 

A few weeks earlier, the Georgia 
Convention rejected its Executive Com­
mJttee's recommendation to allow Bap­
tist schools to accept government loans, 
provided they repay any subsidy in­
volved. 

Mercer was waiting in the wings with 

Evangelism 
by Thomas H. Shelton 

State Evangelistic Conference 
Lexingfon, Kentucky 

"EVANGELISM IN THE HOME" 
Because I believe the home to be of 

first importance in the matter of evan­
gelism, I have planned a special pro­
gram on Monday evening, January 9, 
having as its theme, "Evangelism in the 
Home." 

This is my first attempt to reach large 
numbers of lay people during the State 
Evangelistic Conference. The sanctuary 
of the Calvary Baptist Church, Lex­
ington, Kentucky, will seat more than 
2,000 people. I am asking the pastors 
and ch u r ch evangelism committees 
within reach of Lexington to organize 
and plan to have a bus load or a car 
pool from each of their churches. The 
program is designed to emphasize evan­
gelism in the home. The features of the 
program are messages by: 
Lewis A. Drummond-

"Fellowship Through Confession" 
Harper Shannon-

"Calling Out the Called" 
Mike Gilchrist-

"Evangelism in the Home" 
Special Music-Choir of the Latonia 

Baptist Church, Covington, Kentucky. 
This service will be completed by 
9:00 P.M . 

Plan to come to Calvary! 

a $500,000 loan request for the science 
building, but it did not ask for the loan 
when the convention voted down the 
policy recommendation favoring federal 
loans. 

The Mercer trustees suggested that, 
in preparation for any such called con­
vention session, a study committee com­
posed equally of laymen and pastors be 
appointed to delve into the financial 
crisis facing Baptist schools in Georgia. 

The trustees also recommended that 
"the findings and recommendations of 
the study committee be r eported to a 
special called session of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention, a date to be deter­
mined by the Executive Committee." 

Rufus C. Harris, Mercer's president 
since 1960, told the trustees that "Mer­
cer is now being conducted under new 
rules and with new dimensions added" 
because of the "advent of the current 
educational revolution and crisis." 

He said Mercer cannot be expected to 
compete successfully with other col­
leges and universities if sh e must get 
along on less than adequate facilities , 
while at the same time charge higher 
tuitio'n costs. 

"A way must be found to adequately 
finance the science building and other 
needed facilities ," he declared. 

Harris went on to say that additional 
physical facilities will be required, a 
good faculty must be recruited and re­
tained, students must be adequately pro­
vided for, and alumni and friends must 
know that they are supporting a cause 
which they regard as more than ade­
quate. (BP) 

First Executive Secretary 
For California Dies • 

Robert W. Lackey, first executive 
secretary of the Southern Baptist Gen­
eral Convention of California, died in 
his sleep at Fresno on November 30 . He 
was 81. 

Lackey, w ho led in the organization 
of the convention and wrote its :first 
constitution, had been in ill health for 
the past ten years. He had been in and 
out of hospitals during that period. 

A native of Oklahoma, Lackey went 
to California in 1939. In addition to 
writing the constitution and by-laws 
for the convention, he also wrote a con­
stitution for the firs-t association organ­
ized in California. That constitution 
became a pattern for the constitution of 
27 other Baptist associations later or­
ganized in the state. He resigned the 
executive secretary position in 1944. 
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