“Little Town of Bethlehem’ (Ky.) Presents Nativity Scene

It’s Christmas time again, and once
more the little town of Bethlehem, Ken-
tucky, in Henry County is planning its
own unique observance of the blessed
event.

From December 22 through Decem-
ber 25 of this year, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.,
the local villagers will stage their an-
nual “living nativity” scene. The pre-
sentation is now a long-standing com-
munity custom, going back to the sea-
son of 1960.

The three village churches—Bethle-
hem Baptist, Bethlehem Methodist and
Point Pleasant Christian—started the
nativity scene that year after discussing
the possibility of establishing some kind
of community project for the surround-
ing area.

Because the little town is named after
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the city where Jesus was born, they felt
they should do something to turn the
attention of people to the real meaning
of Christmas each season. The nativity
scene seemed to be the logical answer
to their search for a project.

The annual scene of Mary and Joseph
tending the infant Jesus—surrounded by
angels, shepherds, wise men and farm
animals—is similar to the thousands of
other nativity scenes staged around the
world at this time of year. One unique
thing about Bethlehem’s presentation,
however, is its use of real animals and
real people as characters in the tableau
—all except for the infant in the man-
ger. A large doll plays this role.

Bethlehem’s annual version of the

—Living Nativity Scene at Bethlehem, Kentucky

birth of Christ is truly a town project.
kveryone pitches in to help. The women
prepare the costumes for the characters;
the men build the “manger” and cattle
stall on a vacant lot next to the post
office; local farmers offer their ani-
mals for use in the scene; and of course,
the residents volunteer to appear as
characters.

Thousands of persons from northern
Kentucky and southern Indiana and
Ohio have visited the Christmas scene
since it was initiated in 1960. Alvin L.
Roberts, publicity chairman for the
project, said it seemed to grow in
popularity each year. He estimated that
between 5,000 to 10,000 people visited
the presentation last December.
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STANLEY FAULKNER, pastor of
Oak Ridge Baptist Church, Crittenden
Association, reports @& successful re-
vival with James Murphy, pastor of the
Demossville, Kentucky, Baptist Church,
as evangelist. Pastor Faulkner reports
14 conversions. many dedications, two
transferrals of letters and three commit-
ments for full-time Christian service.

PASTOR JAMES BRITT of Fastwood
Baptist Church, Bowling Green, reports
that the church has adopted and sub-
scribed the largest budget in its 14-year
histcry. Harold G. Sanders, executive
secretary of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention, spoke at a fellowship dinner
promoting next year’s stewardship em-
phasis.

THREE SOUTHERN BAPTIST den-
tists, Dr. Neal Goss of Panama City,
Florida, Dr. Bobby Joe Evans of Deca-
tur, Georgia, and Dr. Don Gillis of
Dicuglas, Georgia, held dental clinics in
remicite rural areas of Guatemala in
South America recently. They treated
about 400 patients and pulled about
1,000 teeth during the mission tour.

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD of the Elk-
horn Baptist Association of Kentucky
has expressed appreciation to Kenneth
Fendley for his 13 years lof service as
clerk-treasurer for that Baptist body.
Fendley, who recently resigned the post,
is director lcf public relations for
Georgetown College.

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of
Dallas, Texas, largest congregation in
the Southern Baptist Convention, is con-
sidering building two new structures at
a cost of $3,000,000 to house its ministry
to the deaf, a dining hall, classrooms
and multi-floored parking.

A SOUTHERN BAPTIST seminary
professor said at Atlanta that students
need to experience the “hard realities”
cf the mission field before they com-
plete their theological studies. Cal Guy,
professor of theology at Southwestern
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, urged the
Home Mission Board to consider experi-
menting with a missions internship for
college graduates prior to their semi-
nary studies.

THE 21 SPANISH-SPEAKING Bap-
tist congregations of Miami, Florida,
have staged a city-wide evangelistic
crusade. A total of 114 persons of the
6,000 who attended made professions of
faith in Christ.

GLEANINGS FROM THE FIELD

B. G. OLSON, director of university
relations and assistant to the president
at the University of Alaska for the past
four years, has been named executive
vice-president of William Jewell College
at Liberty, Missouri.

J. H. WARE, 74, emeritus Southern
Baptist missionary to China and Hawaii,
died December 3 at Winston-Salem
North Carolina. He was an alumnus of
Southern Seminary at Louisville.

JAMES H. DUKE, Jr., has resigned as
pastor of Vine Hill Baptist Church in
Nelson Association, effective January 7.
His future plans are indefinite.

MISS ETHEL HARMON, Socuthern
Baptist missionary
to Nigeria for 29
years, recently par-
ticipated in several
activities at Clear
Creek Baptist
School in Pinevillz,
Kentucky. She
taught the mission
study book, Arrows
To Atoms, spoke in
chapel services and
addressed the Wom-
an’s Missionary Society of the Baptist
school.

A SERIOUS WATER SHORTAGE
may force some adjustments in pro-
cedure, though not in principle, for im-
mersion-believing Baptists in the state
of Victoria, on the southeast tip of
Australia. An average baptistry needs
500 to 600 gallons of water to fill it.
J. G. Manning, leader of Baptist work
in Victoria, has urged the churches
there to pursue ‘“all practical econo-
mies” in baptismal services.

DAYTON KELLEY, former director
of public relations and chairman of the
journalism department at Mary Hardin-
Baylor College, Belton. Texas, has been
named assistant director of Baylor Uni-
versity’s historical and research mate-
rials, the Texas Collection.

Miss Harmon
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST strength in the
Wisconsin-Minnesota area has reached
more than 6,000. Latest available fig-
ures for the two states includes 2,525
members in 16 churches in Wisconsin
and 3,631 in 26 churches in Minnesota.

CECIL T. UNDERWOOD, for 22 years
pastor of Morningside Baptist Church,
Savannah, Georgia, has been named ad-
ministrator for a Baptist home for eld-
erly persons in Atlanta. The home is
called Peachtree on Peachtree Inn, Inc.

THE BAPTIST CONGREGATION in
Luxembicurg, one of Europe’s smallest
states, has disbanded. With its demise,
there remains no Baptist witness in the
tiny, overwhelmingly Roman Catholic
country of 331,000 citizens nestled be-
tween Belgium. France and Germany.
The church had steadily declinad since
its organization in 1963.

DON HUSTAD, professor of music at
Southern Seminzry, Louisville, Jed the
morning worship service at the Nichol-
asville. Kentucky, Baptist Church cn
December 3. He played several hymns
on the organ, weaving them together
with words of explanation. Hustad was
head cf the music department at Moodv
Bible Tnstitute for several yenrs and
carved as campaign organist for many
of the Billv Graham Crucades. Earl
Hobman is pastor cf the Nicho'asville
church.

THE JAPAN BAPTIST CONVEN-
T ON hes launched a praver miovement
f~r world peace, especially peace in
Vie’nam, and has appea’ed to Baptists
in America and around the world to
icin them. The “praver - for - peace”
moveme-ent wes revealed in a Jetter from
J=ran Panotists to H. Franklin Paschall
nf Nashville. Tennessec. president of the
Southern Paptist Convention.

DR. HARRY B. McCARTY, dean of
the Baylor University College of Den-
tistrv at Dallas, will retire at the end
of the current academic year.
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Discovering the REAL Message

by TaL D. BONHAM

“Qur rocket has by-passed the moon.
It is nearing the sun, and we have not
discovered God. We have turned lights
out in heaven that no man will be able
to put on again. We are breaking the
yoke of the Gospel, the opium of the
masses. Let us go forth, and Christ shall
be relegated to mythology.”!

These words were spoken arrogantly
over a Moscow radio station on Christ-
mas Day, 1960. If Christ is ever “rele-
gated to mythology,” however, it will
nct be at the hands of atheistic Rus-
sians who believe that missiles are su-
perior to the Master. It will be at the
hands of so called “Christian America”
which has forgotten the real message of
Christmas.

A DREAM COME TRUE

The message of Christmas is the mes-
sage of a fulfilled dream. Jesus is
called the “son of David” (Matthew
1:1). The Jews had long looked for the
fulfil'ment cf prophecy that would make
their dream of a Savior come true. They
had dreamed a dream of which there
w=s no interpreter (Gen. 40:8). David
had welded Israel into a nation and
made her a world power. The Jews had
dream=d that a son of David, a child
born of ths lineage of David, would de-
liver them erain. In this sense, Jesus
weosg the fulfil'm=ant of the’r dreams. The
very name, “Jecus” was the Greek florm
of the Hebrew for Joshua which means
“the one who delivers.”

A man dreamed that he was in the
stable in Bethlehem and saw the Christ
Child. He asked, “What are you doing
here, Little One?” The answer was,
“T 2m not doing anything, here! But I
shall go from here soon. I shall speak
parables that shall haunt the world. I
shall climb the hill, rise on a crioss, and
the world will not be able to forget.
T chall overwhelm the grave. I shzll es-
tahlich the church. I shall come again
snmedav to reign as King. My birth in
the stable is not es imwvortant as the
fact that I shall be korn in men’s hearts
around the world.”

So it is today. Our dreams fler the
best things in life are fulfilled in Christ.
Ralph Waldo Emerson expressed it well
when he said, “The name of Jesus is
not so much written as plowed in the
history of the world.”

THE MIRACLE OF THE AGES

The message of Christmas is the mes-
sage of a miracle. Some, under the false
claims of scholarship, claim that the
Virgin Birth of Christ is of little im-
portance today. But it is important! A
very real part of the message of Christ-
mas is lost when the miraculous ele-
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ment of Christ’s birth is taken out of
Christmas.

At first glance, one sees in Matthew

1:18-25 some matters that need further
explanation. It says that Mary was
“espoused to Joseph” (v. 18). Then, it
says that Jcseph tentatively planned to
“put her away” (v. 19). Then, later in
the passage, Mary is referred to as

- Joseph’s “wife” (v. 20). But these fac-

tors need not cause one to despair and
to doubt the Virgin Birth of Christ.

There were three stages in the Jew-
ish marriage: (1) the. engagement, (2)
the betrothal or espousal and (3) the
marriage, proper. The engagement was
often made when the couple were only
children. The match was made by the
porents or a professional match-maker.
It was often made without the couple
even seeing each other. The betrothal
lasted for one year. It was what might
be called “a legal engagement.” Divorce
proceedinegs were required for its term-
ination. The couple were known as hus-

A CHRISTMAS SERMON by Tal D.
Bonham, pastor of South Side
Baptist C hurch, Pine Bluff,
Arkansas.

band and wife but they did not live to-
gether as husband and wife.

This was the stage of marriage at
which Mary and Jioseph were when it
was discovered that Mary was “with
child of the Holy Ghost” (v. 18). Mary

and Joseph were espoused. The actual .

marriage had not yet taken place. How-

ever, the betrothal could be broken

only by legal measures.

In the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ is
mystery. Jeremy Taylor once said, “A
religion withiout mystery must be a re-
ligion without God.” He went on to
say, “What thou canst not prove, ap-

prove; what thou canst not comprehend, .
believe; what thou canst believe, ad-.

mire and love 2nd obey.”
GOD BECOMES A MAN

The message cf Christmas is a mes-
sage of truth. The truth that all men
seek is found in Christ, for He was “of
the Holy Ghost” (v. 20). According to
William Barclay, this phrase means at
least four things: (1) Jesus enables us
to see what God is and what man ought
to be. ((2) Jesus opens the eyes of our
minds sc that we can see thz truths of
God. (3) Jesus is the creating power
among men. (4) Jesus is the re-creating
power which can release the souls of
men from the death of sin.? It is no
wonder, then, that Jesus later said, “I
am the way, the truth and the life. No

of Christmas

man cometh to the Father but by me”
(John 14:6).

The message of Christmas is the mes-
sage of Emmanuel (v. 23). God had
spoken to man in the Garden of Eden
but man would not listen. So God spoke
through men to man in the Old Testa-
ment. And, still man wiould not listen
to the God who had created him. And
so, God became a man in Christ. Now,
for the first time, man could understand
God. God had found a way of com-
municating with man. Christ was God’s
Word to man (John 1:1) which “was
made flesh and dwelt among us” (John
1:14).

Several years ago, the mayor of Bos-
ton let his beard grow for days, put on
an old suit, and went out to see how the
lower class of people lived in his city.
He walked through the slums of the city
and found a cheap boarding house
where he spent the night.

He was told to chop wood to pay for
his breakfast, which consisted of thin
oatmeal with skimmed milk. Having
never used an axe, he was having little
success with chooping the wood. “Give
it here, mister,” said a young man.
“you don’t know how to swing an axe.”

When the young man had finished the
job. the mayor handed him his card, and
asked him to report to his office that
afternoon. and promised him a good job.
“Pocr man. he is crazy. Thinks he is
the mavor,” thought the young man.

That afternoon the young man, mostly
to satisfy his curiosity, went to the
mavor’s office. After he was given a
good job. the mayor told him, “Now,
keep still and don’t tell anyone about
this.”

The young man simply could not con-
tain the information that he knew about
his mayor. The newspaper picked up
tbe story and ran this headline, “THE
GREATEST SOCIAL STOOP IN THE
WORLD.”-

When Gicd became a man in Christ,
He stooped to the lowest depths to m~ke
s2lvation possible for the greatest and
the smallest human beings.

CONCLUSION

No wonder the communist space ship
did not discover God. The Russians
were looking in the wricng places. They
should have lcoked to Christ. For “God
was in Christ. reconciling the world
unto himself” (II Cor. 5:19).

This is the real message of Christmas.

1 Reader’s Digest (January, 1962),
. 13.

2 William Barclay, “The Gospel of
Matthew,” Vol I. of The Daily Study
Bible (Philadelphia: The Westminster
Press, 1956), pp. 13 f.
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DALEYZ OBSERVATIONS

That Christmas and This One

Nearly 2,000 years have passed since that wondrous
night when in a stable a peasant virgin gave miracu-
lous birth to her first son, wrapped him in a square
of cloth and laid him in the feeding trough of the
stable. Not far away lowly shepherds heard the hosts
of heaven sing the first praises to the new born King,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men” (Luke 2:14 KJV).

Every year since that holy night in Bethlehem the
prayer of human hearts has been the proclamation of
the heavenly hosts “peace on earth, good will toward
men.” But pathetically the answer to the prayer
seems as far away in 1967 as when it first brought
hope to human hearts that long ago night.

The world of 1967 is a far cry in all outward ap-
pearances from the Roman world of Caesar Augustus,
but in reality it’s hard to see much difference. This
should be the concern of those who claim that the
birth of Jesus makes all the difference.

The first Christmas saw a world of conflict and war.
The tramp, tramp, tramp, of soldiers’ feet drowned
out the songs of the heavenly hosts for most who lived
in that day and soldiers in far away places dreamed
of holidays at home. Parents longed to see sons in
foreign service, sweethearts and wives prayed to their
gods and waited for loved ones, some of whom never
returned.

Many were cold and hungry that first chilly Christ-
mas night. Poverty is still with us in 1967. Politicians
in Washington debate over how to help the poor at
home and abroad while the compassionate prepare
baskets of food and bags of toys for the deprived.

Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem that first
Christmas to be ‘taxed, and taxes are also still the
concern of all. Whether by decree of Caesar Augustus
in Rome, or by legislation from Washington, the lives
of most people are always affected no little by the
exaction of taxes. No doubt those of Jesus’ day com-
plained of such undue government control as to re-
quire Joseph to be enrolled in Bethlehem. We still
complain because government involvement in life to-
day is probably as extensive as in that day.

The story of no accommodations for the parents of
Jesus is told all over to thousands this Christmas who
are too late for a room or a flight. The highways were
crowded then and also today.

Saddest of all, when Jesus was born few knew it
nor cared that it happened. The world was too pre-
occupied with business and the economic boom

+

1u

brought on by the order of Caesar for universal en-
rolment. The economic boom of 1967 is more im-
portant to most Americans than the birth of Jesus.
Ironically, the birth of Jesus is made a sacrilege by
commercialism for material gain. The result is that
most everyone gets more out of Christmas than Jesus,
who is often only an after thought.

And so peace and good will are still more of a
proclamation from heaven than a reality of man. And
they will ever be but prayers and dreams until human
hearts are remade by Jesus. And this comes not from
a sentimental admiration of a stable born babe but
from a transforming encounter with a grownup Christ
who becomes the ruling Lord of our hearts.

For those with such an experience it’s always
Christmas because peace is the permanent possession
“among men with whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14,
RSV).

The Baptist Gap

Today we hear much about the “gaps” which pre-
vent understanding and ccoperation between individ-
uals and groups. There is a gap in Baptist circles
which is injurious and which needs attention. This is
the “Biblical interpretation” gap between Baptist
scholars and most Baptist church members. It’s
actually amazing how far apart many Baptists are on
what they believe about the Bible.

This is important because Baptists have always
claimed the Bible as “the Book” of our faith and prac-
tice. Disagreeing on many other matters, we have
assumed we stood together on the authority of the
Scriptures. The fact is we do stand together in this
affirmation, but we are far apart on what the Scrip-
tures say.

This gap has come about gradually. The back-
ground of Baptists has largely been one of conserv-
atism and almost fundamentalism. This has carried
with it a verbal view of Biblical inspiration and a
literal view of interpretation. In other words, Baptists
generally have held that the Bible literally means
what it appears to say and there is no reason to be
concerned to try to harmonize Scripture with historical
research or modern scientific viewpoints.

And so we have considered that Jonah was literally
swallowed by a fish and nct accepted the idea that
this Old Testament book is a sermon with missions as
a theme and was never intended to be history. The
same goes for Job, and his experiences.

The early stories of Genesis are even a better ex-
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ample. Most Baptist church members have considered
Genesis, Chapters 1-11, as actual history, including
the creation in six 24-hour days.

In the meantime, a small part of Baptists has
moved a long way from this literal attitude toward
Scripture. Emphasis upon a trained ministry: for Bap-
tists has sent many Baptist ministers through college
and seminary training and also created a corps of
Baptist college teachers and seminary professors.
Many of these teachers have had advanced graduate
training in all universities of America and many in
England and on the continent. This has resulted in a
“new breed” of Baptists whose viewpoints on Scrip-
ture have moved a long way+ from where most church
members are.

What about this gap? Is it disastrous? What can
b= done about it?

It is not necesserily disastrous. It was inevitable
and could prove to b~ a b'essing to Baptists trying to
minister in the modern world. It all depends upon
how we handle it. Heve are some suggestions.

We must be honest and we have not always been
so. There is a reason we haven’t. We have been quick
to destroy each other when we disagreed though one
~f our bacic tenets is the right to pursue truth as we
feel led by the Holy Spirit.

Seminary professors, even of o'd. came to conclu-
sions they were afraid to 2dmit. Some would not
write for fear of being branded as heretics. And so
they went on in public utterance, not ectually lying
but not telling all they thought to be the truth.

And they had good reason to be silent if they
warted to survive. Any doubt of this is removed by
the case of Ralph Elliott in very recent history who
put down in writing viewpoints on Genesis many of
which are doubtlessly held bv a vast majority of
Baptist Seminary professors. Ralph was dismissed
for saying what many others believed but wouldn’t
say publicly. Probably the majority of those who
veted for his release shared most of his Genesis
views, and this may be the reason the formal charge
was not heresy but insubordination.

Intellectual honesty: is a dire need in overcoming

the “Biblical interpretation” gav among Baptists.
Such honesty, however, is destructive apart from

tclerant soirits and open minds. This does not require

compromise or indifference to truth. There’s a differ-

ence between stedfastness in conviction and in rigid
dogmatism. To believe something strongly does not
mean there is no more light to be had on the subject.
One can hold to what he understands to be truth while
always willing to be shown new light. Inflexible
dogmatism which holds there’s nothing else to say
about a matter is a kind of spiritual pride which
characterized the scribes and Pharisees erd which
killed the Son of God.

Who is right, the Baptist who holds to the tradi-
tional interpretation or the one who has abandoned
this for a medern interpretation? Both could b2 partly
right and partly wrong. Each can learn from the other
and more importantly can respect and love each other
while doing it. Too often the “enlightened ones” have
looked down upon or even scorned the “unenlightened
ones”, while the “orthodox” has been ready to elimi-
nate the ‘“heretic.”

Svace permits only one other suggestion for over-
coming this Baptist gap. This is an important one and
should accomvanv: these other efforts. This is a depth
study of the Bible. Most people who become exposed
to intelligent study of the Scriptures have no problems
with the “Biblical interpretation” gap.

The truth is such Scripture study is almost un-
known to Paptists. Many Sunday School classes are
prepared for and conducted apart from competent
Bible interpretation helos and therefore result in the
pcoling of ignorance. No wonder most Baptists who
have been in Sunday School for years are Biblically
illiterate. Toco meny preachers in order to meet popu-
lar demand and to avoid the rigors of studvy deliver
topical sermons with mcre personal opinion than Bibli-
cal content. And many preachers, like professors,
never let their hearers in on much they learned at
the semina~y about Biblical interpretation.

Why nct organize some quality Bible study groups
in homes or in churches to supplement Sunday School
classes? Get the best commentaries available. Many
cf these can be handled by laymen. Let the chips fall.
It would bz surprising how many members are ready
to consider the things we have been prone to keep
from them. Let them consider all the available facts
and make up their own minds.

We not only need but must have intellectual hon-
esty, tolerant spirits, open minds and courageous
depth study of the Bible if we overcome the “Biblical
interpretation” gap among Southern Baptists.

Southern Baptist Work in Ohio
De~r Editor:

area for mission pasticrs, music direc-
tors, and educational directors. There is

I have just returned from Toledo,
Ohio, where I have spent a week in
revival with Pastor T. A. Benefield and
th2 fine people cf Fast Toledo Paptist
Church. For one to witness the effects
snd see first hand the advancement of
the kingdom of God for the glory of
the master in one of our pioneer areas
is mast rewarding.

Ohio Baptists work as a team. I found
team work between pastors, churches,
associational leaders, and state leaders
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a vital part of the work. The burden
of thousands of unclaimed and uncom-
mitted lives has created, with their great
love for Christ, a priofound faithfulness
and dedication. One cannot remain
long in northern Ohio before he feels
the warmth of the people.

There is a real need in the Toledo

an air of excitement and fortitude
among our Baptist brethren there. In
the Toledo area, James Coldiron, asso-
ciational missicnary, is doing an ex-
cellent job. He has created a spirit of
togetherness. This, linked with the
power and promises of God. will prove
most rewarding this spring when Toledo
Baptists undertake one of the largest
evangelistic campaigns ever attempted
in Northern Ohio.

Stamping Ground, Ky. William R. Maze
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Rooms Still Available for Youth Conference ot Berne

The Baptist World Alliance at Wash-
ington, D. C., is seeking to squelch a
rumor that all the rooms are taken for
the Baptist Youth World Conference in
Berne, Switzerland, July 22-28, 1968.

There is still plenty of space available
for young pecple wanting to attend the
world-wide Baptist conference, but they
must apply no later than February 1,
according to an announcement by Rob-
crt S. Denny, associate secretary of the
Baptist World Alliance znd secretary cf
i's youth department.

Denny said that setting the early
Ceadline was necessary “to squeeze the

air out cf the ballooning bag of re-
quests” from tour directors for room
accornmodations in the Swiss capi'al.

Denny explzined t{hat there are 5,000
ava‘lable beds in Berne hotels, dor-
mitories and private homes, with 3,000
marked for Nerth Americans, 1,500 fcr
Europeans, end 500 for young people
frcm the rest of the world.

A total of 123 tour directors from
North America, however, have request-
ed o tctal of 4.290 beds; but only 80
such tours have been alloczted the 3,000
beds on a first-come, first-served basis.

This leaves a list of 43 tour leaders

Alexander Resigning as Student
Leader at Sunday School Board

David K. Alexander, secretary of the
ctudent department of the Sunday
Schirol Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention, hes anncunced plans to r=-
sign his position. to do special studies
in higher education.

_A_lexander‘s study leave will begin
February 1 at the end of which he plans
to return to the board in another ca-
pacity or enter a new field of service.

When asked why he was leaving the
pcst, Alexander said, “I feel that a fresh
voice is needed to lead the department.
state ‘and campus directors into the full
potential and demands of the 1970’s.”

Alexander also reviewed the accom-
plishments of the department during the
sixties. He stated that department goals
and plans for their accomplishments
would soon be established for the next
five years.

The director of the board’s education
division, W. L. Howse, who supervises
the work of the student department,
stated that he does not have immediate
plans for filling the post Alexander is
vacating.

As head of the student department for
six years, Alexander also served as
editor-in-chief of the Baptist Student, a
Christian collegiate magazine. Before
becoming the department’s secretary, he
served as editor of this publication for
six years.

Currently a member of the adminis-
trative committee of the youth depart-
ment of the Baptist World Alliance,
Alexander is a frequent program per-
sonality at religious emphasis weeks
and religious priograms on campuses
throughout the nation.

He was selected as Outstanding
Churchman of the Year from his Alma
Mater, the University of New Mexico,
and has been the recipient of a Dan-
forth grant for special studies.
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Alexander hiclds the bachelor of busi-
ness administration degree and studied
an additional yeer at Harvard Busi-
ness School. He received the master of
r-ligious education deeree from South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary,
Fort Worth, and has completed course
requirements for the dcctor of philoso-
phy degree at Vanderbilt University,
Nashville. (BP)

still asking for 1,290 beds which do not
exist, Denny pointed out.

He called ‘“unfortunate” the rumor
that everything is filled, for the truth is
that few of the tour groups are filled.
Dznny said that many of the 3,000 beds
ere still available to individuals who
apply for membership in these tour
groups.

He urged interested youth to contact
tour lezders in their area, or to write
to the youth department of the Baptist
World Alliance for a list of the tour
groups.

Fundamental ground rules for reser-
vations adopted by the Paptist World
Alliance administrative committee in-
c'ude stipulations that registration will
be restricted to ycuth ages 17 to 30;
that housing and seats will be limited
to those registered for the full con-
ference period, with visitors and part-
tim2 particinants getting Jleft-over
rocems; and that February 1, 1968, be
set zs a registration deadline.

Speakers already enlisted for the con-
ference include such persons as Evan-
gelist Billy Graham. Negro educator
and former Peace Corps executive Sam-
uel Proctor. physician and author Paul
Tournier of Swiftzerland, and South-rn
Bantist Seminary professor Kennoth
Chafin. (BP)

Christmas Story Told in Names
Of Kentucky Baptist Congregations

Without speaking a word, 38 church-
es in associations affiliated with the
K-=ntucky Baptist Convention bear wit-
ness to the real meaning of Christmas—
nct only at this season but during the
entire preceding year as well.

A check of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention directory of churches re-
veals that at least this many congrega-
tions are named after words, events and
places associated with the birth of Jesus
in Bethlehem almost 2,000 years ago.

“Mt. Mary”’—the name of a church in
Pell County Association—reminds one,
for example, of Mary's role as the
e>rthly mother of Jesus and her spirit
of humility and joy when she learned
that she would be an instrument of God
in this blessed event.

At least 16 churches in the Kentucky
convention are named for Bethlehem—
the Jittle Judean city in which Christ
was bcrn. These congregations are lo-
cated in the following associations:
Allen, Bell County, Blood River, Cen-
tral, Henry County, Little River, Long
Run, Mt. Zion, Muhlenberg, Pulaski
County, Russell Creek, Shelby County,
Tates Creek, West Kentucky and West

Union.

Two other congregations—David Bap-
tist Church in Enterprise Association
and David’s Chapel in Freedom Asso-
ciation — seem to add the qualifying
phrase. “City of David,” to the place of
Jesus’ birth.

And finally, the name “Emmanuel,”
which was ascribed to Jesus by the
prophet Isaiah, has been preserved by
19 churches of the Kentucky Baptist
Conventicn. Congregations named “Em-
manuel (sometimes spelled Immanuel)
Baptist Church” are found in the asso-
ciations of Boones Creek, Daviess-Mec-
Lean, Elkhorn, Franklin, Graves Coun-
ty, Green Valley, Greenup, Little Bethel,
Long Run, Nelson, North Bend, Ohio
River, Pike, Pulaski County, Severns
Valley, South District, Warren, Wayne
Ccunty and West Union.

This Old Testament word for Jesus
sums up clearly and succinctly the
meaning of Christmas. As the prophet
Isaiah stated it, “Behold, a virgin shall
be with child, and shall bring forth a
son, and they shall call his name Em-
manuel, which being interpreted is,
GOD WITH US” (Matthew 1:23).
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SBC Christian Life Commission
Names Howse New Staff Member

The SBC Christian Life Commission
at Nashville has named William L.
Howse III of Dallas as its new director
of organization, effective January 1.

Howse, 31, has been minister of edu-
cation at Calvary Baptist Church in
Garland, Texas, a suburb of Dallas,
for the past three years.

He will succeed Bill Dyal, who re-
signed last spring to
become director of
the Peace Corps in
Colombia, South
America.

His chief respon-
sibility will include
work with state
Christian Life Com-
missions and Bap-
tist state conven-
tions, according to
SBC Christian Life
Commission Secretary Foy Valentine,
who announced Howse’s election.

He also will serve as the commission’s
representative in all areas related to
human welfare, and will plan, project
and carry out numerous meetings, con-
ferences and special observances which
are the commission’s responsibility, Val-
entine said.

Valentine added that the appointment
greatly strengthens the staff and serv-
ice of the commission. “Mr. Howse is
particularly well equipped by disposi-
tion, training and experience to assume
these duties.” he said.

“He will lead out in the commission’s
effort to provide specific organizational

Howse

help to Southern Baptist churches, asso-
ciations, and state conventions who are
now moving forward s never before in
the who'e field of applicd Christianity,”
Valentine icbserved.

Hcwse is a graduate of Union Uni-
versity, Jackson, Tennessee, and South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary,
Fort Werth., He has had further studies
at North Texas State University in Den-
ton, Texas. end is currently working on
a dcc’or of education degree at South-
western Seminary.

He is the scm of W. L. Howse, Jr., di-
rector of the education division of the
Southern Baptist Sunday Schcel Board,
Nashville.

Howse is a former youth director for
Proadway Baptist Church, Ficrt Worth,
and caseworker for Buckner Baptist
Benevolences in Dallas. He has been
a member of the Christien Life Com-
mittes of the Dallas Baptist Associaticn
for the past three years. (BP)

PR'ZE BIBLE READER—Jchn N. Meadows

(right), pastor of the Bagdad, Kentucky,
Baptlist Church and a student at Southet.n
Seminary, Louisville, was one of two semi-
n-ry st-dents selected by homiletics profes-
cors and fellow stvdents as the best reader
of the scriptures. Meadows was awarded a
st~dy Bible by the American Bible Society,
rerresented by Melvin E. Soltau, executive
ca-vetary for the Society’s central region. A
native of Mt. Verncn. Kentucky, Meadows
graduated from Georgetown College in 1962,
He h-s served as pastor of Immanuel Baptist
Church, Danville, and Kirkwood Baptist
Church in Mercer County.

“Unity through Love” Called
Basis of Ecumenical Movement

A Southern Baptist professor at a
Catholic university in Califcrnia called
for Baptists and others to join an ecu-
menical movement characterized by a
“unity through love” concept.

James McClendon, professor at the
University of San Francisco (Catholic),

January 14, 1968, Named Specicl
Day of Prayer for 1969 Crusade

A call for Baptists throughout North
America to observe a special day of
prayer flor the Crusade of the Americas
on Sunday, January 14, 1968, has been
issued by the officers of the steering
committee of the Crusade of the Ameri-
cas in North America.

The call to prayer urged Baptists to
pray “for the healing of our lands, torn
by civil strife ‘and war and moral decay
and spiritual apostasy.”

“Let wus pray acknowledging that
Christ is our only hope, and all men
must turn to Christ in repentance and
faith for personal salvation,” said the
call to prayer.

The statement was issued at Louis-
ville by the officers of the steering com-
mittee which is coordinating the North
American plans for the Crusade of the
Americas, a hemispheric-wide evan-
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gelistic effort climaxing in 1969.

It was signed by Wayne Dehoney,
chairman of the steering committee
and regional coordinator for the North
American crusade effort; by Gordon
Anderson of Chicago, vice chairman,;
Kenneth Kennedy of Poplar Bluff, Mis-
souri, secretary; and Daniel Fuchs of
Forest Park, Illinois, treasurer.

Dehoney, a Southern Baptist, is pas-
tor of Walnut Street Baptist Church at
Louisville; Anderson, a Swedish Bap-
tist, is executive secretary of Home Mis-
sions for the Baptist General Confer-
ence in Chicago; Kennedy is executive
secretary of the General Association of
General Baptists in Poplar Bluff, Mis-
souri; and Fuchs is associate general
secretary of missions for the North
American Baptist General Conference,
Ferest Park, Illinois, (BP)

stressed in a chapel message at South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary,
Fort Worth, Texas, the imperative of
finding ways ‘“to reach across the lines
of denominationalism in love.”

“An ecumenical movement is not join-
ing the council of churches,” said Mc-
Clendon, former professor at Golden
Gate Theclogical Seminary in Mill Val-
ley, California.

At the heart of a true ecumenical
movement is love, declared McClendon.
“It is to unlearn misconcepticns and
Jearn what other denominations really
believe.

“It won’t lead us into other men’s
churches—that is not the goal,” he said.
“It is to lead us into obedience to the
commands of Christ’s prayer for the
church that it may be one—as He and
God are one.”

McClendon warned that Christians
must not limit love, or in the process
they will limit unity.

He also cautioned that ecumenism is
dangerous business, but it requires
Christians to recognize the authenticity
of the experience of cthers, and a genu-
ine commitment to Christ in others.

McClendon was professor at Golden
Gate Seminary for 12 years before join-
ing the staff of the University of San
Francisco. He is a graduate of South-
western Seminary, earning the doctor
of theology degree. (BP)
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f
Cedarmore 2 Cedarmore
Assemblies Camps
o
BEAUTIFUL EOONE LODGE will be the center of X b COVERED WAGON used as camp site for boys attending
activities 2s Cedarmore Assembly enters its 1968 season. Py Royal Ambassador camps.
February August A
29-March 2—Regional Brotherhood Institute 5- 9—Youth Assembly v ¥ J '
(s,B,C.)b 12-14 —First Sunday School Conference MUSIC CAMPS Asu_gluost_R A asen
) 15-17—Second Sunday School Conference i June " :
March 19-21—College Orientation ; ; 12-17=R.A, Camp
25-27 —Stewardship-Foundation Conference 22-24_B.S.U. Briefing < 17-21—Junior Music Camp 19-24—R.A. Camp
April 26 30—W.M.U. Confer X
. o 26-30—W.M.U. Conference 4 August GIRLS AUXILIARY CAMPS
26'27—B’;?(‘)::legﬁ::e::gnYoung Peoples Training 31-Sept. 2—W.M.U. Week-end Conference id 5- 9—Junior Music Camp June
September . 5 p 17-21—Junior G.A. Camp
May 6- 7—Pastor-Training Union Directors Retreat ROYAL AMBASSADOR CAMPS 24-28—]Junior G.A. Camp
4—R.A. Track Meet 8-10—Presidents and Campus Ministers e lune
13-16—Development Officers Institute Conference 17-22—R.A. Camp July
June Ehisibicon Gl 24-29—R.A. Camp 1- S—IntcrmedizXc (éA Camp
7- 9—Cnnter nc: for the Deaf 3 W , 8-12—Junior G.A. Camp
5 ; 7-11—Institute on Group Dynamics - Jaly - -
]14]—15—G.A. Camp Leadership Workshop 18_19_1\?&“3 Assaciational Officers Briefing P SBA G g;;g:%s:::gigtf\rmé;lﬁg G.A. Camp
uly leetip 8-13—R.A. Camp, 29-A t 2— Junior-Int diate G.A. Cam
1- 4—State Prayer and Bible Retreat November e 15-20—R.A. Camp ugus Junior-Intermedi P
12-14—Y.W.A. Conference 25-26—January Bible Study Preview 22-27—R.A. Camp August
22-26—Music Assembly 29-30—Church Vocations Conference Sbar 29-August 3—R.A. Camp 5- 9—Intermediate G.A. Camp
26—Music Associational Dinner December
29-Aug. 2—World Missions Conference 6- 7—Stat> Brotherhood Work Shop &
ASSEMBLY BOARD AND ROOM RATES PER PERSON PER DAY CANY Bat bz 1963
: thN()TtE: ll:rlices quoted bzlow include room, meals and linens. All prices rre per person per day. In addition '
0 the rates below, a $1.00 registration fee must be sent in advance with each reservation (children under 9, e 3 “ 5 5 is $1.00 payable in advance, and covers vy health i e at
f"ilfst: ;:t?\;isgés ’fglvill“iifu:zfncNe(.)T REFUNDABLE. Reservation is not cfficial until registration fee is sent in, which ( RhGlf;ﬁ)AEgl\im{)l:tUgﬁgCaEdFEEC]:s h$;)me. PRIRAIE T QETARIE, SN Se JNF IS e
BOONE LODGE: CHILDREN’S RATES: R
1 DErson SnTODMY . o5 wh 4w e s s wie's $10.75 Under 2, free; 2 and under 9, half rate: ROYAL AMBASSADOR CAMPS: Total cost $19.50 Monday supper through Saturday _brgakfast'each
2 persons in XOOHl : . :c xows e b 8.75 9 and over. full rate ' y week. Send $1.00 registration-insurance fee to: Brotherhood Department, Baptist Building, Middle-
3 persons in r ' ' town, Kentucky 40243. Pay balance of $18.50 at camp.
I (2771111 (O S 7.75 - : ) y
4 persons in room (2 dbl. beds)... 6.75 MEALS ONLY: e
X N * g Breakfast, $1.00; lunch $1.65; dinner, $1.65; x :
I\IOT?LS(;rgﬂAiSE?ggRE LODGE: 775 special meals and Sunday dinner, $1.90; & G.A. CAMPS: Total cost $19.00 Monday supper through F'rida_\' lun.ch, each week. Send registration-
3 TRUSOS B TBOM. o v s s e rn b s s 6.25 banquets, $2.50. . insurance fee of $1.00 to W.M.U. office, Baptist Building, Middletown, Kentucky, 40243. Pay
.............. . b l - f ] 8.00 t .
COTTAGES, DORMITORY: REFUNDS: il e
$5.50 per person per day No refunds for meals missed .
‘ I - _ ' - . ilities:
Sond all reservations for Assemblies, including $1.00 registration-insurance fee per person, to: T JLNIr(r)l(I){reMirL] S];Sor(l:eAlI\J{)IZI;ge.TOStzilcfoizg?si?a'ggn Ni(r)lgg?{‘anzngg :)lgr(‘)sulgl(;OFrtl(:imCllﬁﬂ(r:Eh III\IIJ:igCUI]%re;f;rCéllllltc}gst,
MAIHVIN M. BYRDWELL, Manager o= Baptist Building, Middletown, Kentucky 40243. Pay balance of $18.00 at camp.
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly
Bagdad, Kentucky i
Telephone (502) 747-8911
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Foreign Mission Appointments Set Record During 1967

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, meeting December 7 in Rich-
mond, appointed 12 career missionaries,
employed 11 missionary associates, and
reappointed one former missionary,
reaching a record icf 222 in all categories
of missionary service for 1967.

The previous record in the 122-year
history of the Board was 220, in 1965.

“This large number of appointments
has been made while maintaining high
standards for missionary service,” said
Paker J. Cauthen, executive secretary.

“In recent years, auxiliary types of
missionary service, such as the mission-
ary asscciate and the missionary jour-
neyman programs, have been designed
to supplement the permanent corps of
career missionaries. We move very
gradually in any type of auxiliary serv-
ice because we recognize the impera-
tive need to strengthen the permanent
missionary staff” Cauthen continued:

Short-term Policy Told

“Our basic plan calls for the auxiliary
categories not to exceed 10% of the total
overseas staff. This minimizes the dan-
ger of instability from personnel turn-
over occasioned by short-range appoint-
ments. “The corps of career mission-
aries will ccentinue to be the center
around which all auxiliary programs
will be related.”

The Beard’s new president, W. Morris
Ford, presided for the first time at the
Decembear meeting. Pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Longview, Texas, he was
called away from Richmond before his
election during the Board’s October
meeting.

The Bcard’s new missionaries include
its first couple employed for South-
We=t Africa (66th country to which
Southern Raptist missionaries are as-
signed). Mr. and and Mrs. Charlton D.
Whitson, of Manchester, Georgia, will go
to Windhoek. the capital of Scuth-West
Africa, where a small English-language
Paptist church has asked the Board to
send a missionary pastor. South-West
Africa, large but sparsely populated, is

Lee E. Cralle Co.
Funeral Home
LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President
PHONE
634-3646 ° 634-3647
1330 South Third Street
Louisville, Ky.
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a dependency of the Union of South
Africa.

H. Cornell Goerner, secretary for
Africa, announced that the first South-
ern Baptist missionaries to Botswana,
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin R. Reynolds, of
Little Rock, Arkansas, are scheduled to
leave the States in January.

Goerner expects to leave early in
January for a trip to South-West Africa,
Botswana, Rhodesia, and Portuguese-
speaking Africa. Harrisicm H. Pike, mis-
sionary to Brazil (now on furlough in
Texarkana, Texas, will accompany him
as interpreter in Portuguese-speaking
Africa. Pike will also participate in
evangelistic meetings in Angola, Mo-
zamhioue, and South Africa.

Winston Crawley, secretary for the
Orient. discussed the effect which seven
months of Communist-led disturbances
in Hcne Keng have had on church life
and mission work. He had returned
two weeks earlier from an overseas trip
which included a stop in Hcng Kong.

“The disturbances are being caused
by a very small minority,” he said.
“Those actively involved may not num-
ber more than one percent of the popu-
Jaticn. and even those sympathetic with
the demonstrators probably do not
amount to 10%.

“Essentially, Baptist life and work are
going on as usual in Hong Kong. Even
nearby Macao, where disturbances ap-
proximately a year ago resulted in
rather obvicus Communist dominance,
is still open to Christian work, and Mis-
sionary Richard L. Lusk visits there
fairly regu'~rly,” Crawley continued.

“Human need and Christian oppor-
tunity are increased rather than dimin-
ished by the uncertain circumstances
and the sense of crisis. This is a time
for us to be concerned about Hong
Kong,, but not discouraged”

Goerner apprised Board mem"ers of
mission ccmditions in Nigeria, where the
federal government is fighting the se-
cessionist movement of the Eastern Re-
gion, which declared itself the inde-
pendent nation of “Biafra” in May.

“The state of seige continues in the
Fast. with the Biafrans holding out stub-
bornly. against the federal troops,”
Goerner said. “There have been some
indications that negotiations for a peace-
ful settlement might be arranged at an
early date. In the meantime, most of
the rest of Nigeria is relativelv calm.
and mission activities are being carried
on, although there are still difficulties
of travel and . occasional incidents of
lawlessness.”

Valley Station Couple Appointed by FMB

James W. Cecil, vastor of Kosmosdale
Raptist Church, Valley Station, and
Mrs. Cecil were employed by the SBC
Foreign Mission Board during Decem-
ber for a five-year term as missionary
acrociates in Hong Kong.

Cecil will assist with business admin-
istraticn related to Baptist mission
werk. He majored in accounting at
Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff,
practiced accounting in Flagstaff. and
specialized in church and denomina-
tional administration while a graduate
student 2t Southern Seminary in Louis-
vil'e.

Born in Harper Springs, Arkansas,
Cecil lived in Oklahoma, Arkansas and
Arizona during his youth. Mrs. Cecil,
the former Katherine Gardner, was born
and reared in Penrod, Kentucky.

She attended Nazareth College (now
Catherine Spalding College), Louisville,
graduated from nursing school at St.

Hotomatic Gas Water
Heater =3
WIIl supply all the hot water needed
for Baptistries, Church Kitchens,
% Rest Rooms. Heats 450 GPH, 20°
£ rise In temperature. Write for free
§= folders on water heaters, Fiberglass
=28 Baptistries, spires and crosses. Alse
% Electric Water Heaters,
LITTLE GIANT MFG. CO.
907 7th Street, Orange, Texas

NEW HONG KONG APPOINTEES—Mr. and
Mrs, James W. Cecil of Valley Station, Ken-

tucky, new missionary associates for the
Foreign Mission Board, examine photos of
Christmas scenes from around the world fol-
lowing their appointment at foreign mission
headquarters in Richmond, Virginia.

Anthony Hospital, Louisville, and con-
tinued her studies at hospitals in New
Jersey and Chicago and at Southern
Seminary in Licuisville, where she re-
ceived a certificate.

She has practiced nursing in Arizona,
Utah and Kentucky.
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FEATURING PAST EVENTS FROM THE FILES OF THE WESTERN RECORDER

25 YEARS AGO
December 17, 1942

Several items in the Western Recorder
reflected America’s involvement in
World War II. One news item reported
the dedication of a new Baptist Serv-
ice Men’s Lounge and Dormitory, lo-
cated in downtown Louisville; it was
sponsored by the W.M.U. ladies of Long
Run Assocciation.

In another editorial note, the Western
Recorder staff apologized to the readers
who had been receiving copies of the
paper without wire stitching. “Gov-
ernment priorities in the entire metal
industry make it impcssible for us to
keep enough wire on hand to stitch
every copy of every issue,” the editor
said. “We do the best we can.”

50 YEARS AGO
December 20, 1917
Editor J. W. Porter endorsed the ef-
fort by Baptists of Louisville to raise
funds to establish a Baptist hospital in
that city. “The splendid start made by
Louisville has encouraged the brethren
to believe ‘that now is the opportune
time to launch the movement,” Porter
said. “For many years the matter has
been discussed without any real effort
to establish such an institution.”
125 YEARS AGO
December 15, 1842
According to Editor W. C. Buck, the
number of Baptists in the state at this
time was 50,479. This included 8,508
persons who had been baptized by the
churches so far during 1842.

Sam Hogan Leaves Kentucky
For Pastorate in Ohio

Sam Hogan, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Lloyd, Kentucky, in Greenup
Association for the past three years, has
resigned to accept
the pastorate of the
Coshocton, Ohio,
Baptist Church.

A graduate of
Georgetown College
and Southern Semi-
nary at Louisville,
Hogan has served
Baptist churches at
Booneville and Cov-
ington, Kentucky,
and several other
Kentucky communities. He is also a
former pastor of First Southern Baptist
Church in West Portsmouth, Ohio.

Hogan

His most recent work at Liloyd has
included service with the Kentucky
Paptist missicn program as a local mis-
sicnary. In this capacity he has directed
schools of missions, youth camp projects
and other mission activities.

Prejudice Challenged by “People to

by Jim NEwWTON

The all American city of Florence,
South Carolina, with the help of some
key Southern Baptists, staged a People-
to-Pecple Week which has resulted in
breaking down deep-rooted prejudices
and stereotypes among hundreds of
people, according to the week’s leaders.

An interdengminational venture co-
ordinated by the local ministerial alli-
ance, the unique People-to-People Week
featured addresses by some of the top
religious leaders in the nation, espe-
cially in the area of race relations.

But the heart of the week was not
the speeches, good as they were, but
nightly small group sessions called
“People Experiencing Persons” (PEP),
said twio of the Baptist leaders who
helped direct the conference.

Each night the 500 persons from
throughout the community split into 21

Pews — Carpet — Baptistries
Laminated Beams — Lights
Spires — Steeples — Windows
LONDON CHURCH FURNITURE
London, Ky. Phone (606) 864-2230
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small groups where they shared their
experiences in human relationships. The
groups were divided to maintain a
broad cross-section of the community,
with an attendance ratio of about 6-4
between whites and Negroes, the same
ratio as within the community.

For the first time, many of the white
Southerners had an opportunity to hear
a Negro bare his soul in honesty, tell-
ing how it feels to be a Negro in a
Scuthern community.

The PEP sessions were directed by
Chaplain L. L. McGee, assistant director
of the department of pastoral care for
North Carolina Baptist Hospital in Win-
ston-Salem, N. C.; and by a group of
other counselors trained in clinical pas-
toral counseling.

The overall program was planned by
Foy Valentine, executive secretary of
the Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission, Nashville, who served as
dean, enlisting the speakers and pro-
gram personalities.

A $10,000 grant from Florence busi-
nessman J. Boone Aiken, a member of
the First Baptist Church of Florence,
financed the week-long program. Aiken
has been credited with sponsoring other
meetings which led to naming Florence
as an All American city.

Valentine and McGee, in evaluating
the sessions, said they were overwhelm-
ed with the response of the people. “Tt
was great,” observed Valentine. “I just
never expected such a marvelous, open
spirit on the subject of race.”

People” Emphasis

He told of one man in Florence who
said he had been in business there for
32 years and never before had an
opportunity to get to know people of
other races and social classes.

“Individuals became involved with
each other personally, and they became
more open to one another,” McGee said.

As a result of the meeting, several
recommendations were made to the city
power structure in an effort to improve
human relations, McGee added. The
recommendations included such things
as the need for paved streets in some
areas; and especially a policy of non-
discrimination in department stores
which in some cases have prevented
Negro ladies from trying on dresses or
hats before they make their purchase,
or have waited on white customers first
when a Negro arrived at the counter
earlier. (BP)
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UNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

By H. C. Chiles

(These Lessons for December 31, 1967)

INTERNATIONAL SERIES

MAN’S RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFT

Malachi 3:5-16

Malachi sought to arouse the priests
and the people of Judah to an aware-
ness of God’s graciousness to them, of
their backslidden condition, and of their
failure due to their departure from the
will of God. He warned them that God’s
judgment upon them was inevitable.
Malachi predicted that the Lord would
come suddenly and unexpectedly to
bring joy and to sit in judgment.

Singled out as worthy of particular
judgment are sorcerers, adulterers, false
swearers and oppressors. The spiritual,
moral and ethical transgressions of the
priests and the people were due to their
lack of reverence for, fear of and obe-
dience to the Lord. The unchanging God
did not have any intention of overlook-
ing or condoning their sins.

In spite of God’s blessing upon them,
they had intermarried with the heathen,
they had dealt deceitfully with their
brethren, and they had neglected to
worship God. The people had departed
so far from God and His ordinances that
they did not recognize the fact that they
had gone astray at all. What was even
worse they did mot feel any conviction
for their sin, and denied that they owed
God anything.

As a skilled spiritual surgeon Mala-
chi diagnosed the condition of the peo-
ple, exposed the root of the disease,
recognized the disaster which would
come if it was not cured, and pointed
out the blessings to be received when
the remedy was applied.

Robbery is a grave thing for it in-
volves the taking of that which belongs
to someone else. God’s questions, “Will
a man rob God?” seems to be one almost
of amazement. Surely no man would be
so foolish as to riob God, yet that is
what men have done and are doing
every day. Malachi struck at a very
vital point when he revealed that the
heart of Israel’'s difficulty was dishon-
esty toward God.

The particular sin of which the
Israelites were guilty was that of steal-
ing the tithe which was rightfully
God’s. When the people took for them-
selves what belonged to God that was
robbery as truly as when a burglar

12

steals the property of another. These
people had kept for their own selfish
purposes what God had definitely com-
manded them to return to Him.

When they withheld their tithes and
offerings they were defrauding God.
The difficult situation in which they
were placed was the judgment of God
upon them because of their failure in
this respect. Malachi 3:10 proves that
there are numerous blessings which God
has to give, which we will never receive
unless or until we present at least the
tithe to Him. Those who think that they
need God’s tenth in addition to their
own nine-tenths will discover, sooner
or later, that they have less for them-
selves after robbing God than they
would have if they were honest with
Him.

If the tithes are brought into the
storehouse God has priomised to pour
out on the people such a blessing as

they will not be able to receive. That
is always God’s way. No one can out-
give God. He is not going to be a
debtor to any man.

Many concluded that there was not
anything to be gained by worshiping
and serving God. Imagining that the
disobedient fared better than the obe-
dient, and being desirous of blaming
God for their disappointments, they
blatantly declared, “It is vain to serve
God,” and that those who wrought
wickedness were actually the happiest.
When He reviewed the false statements
which they made to excuse their back-
slidings, God refused to accept them.

In contrast to those who were utter-
ing such blasphemous statements there
were true worshipers whia loved su-
premely and sought to do His will faith-
fu'ly. They feared God, meditated upon
Him, made His will the subject of their
cenversation, and obeyed Him. He noted
these facts in His book of remembrance.
Since He keeps accurate books, it is
important that we live in such a man-
ner that He can make good entries op-
posite our names.

LIFE AND WORK SERIES

WORSHIP BRINGS RENEWAL

Our worship of God, if pleasing to
Him, will contribute much to our lives
and will determine the effectiveness of
cur service for Him.

Isaiah 6:1-8

Of Isaiah’s personal life we know
little. He was a citizen, if not a native,
of Jerusalem. Apparently he belonged
to a good family, and enjoyed the social
and educational advantages of that city
in those days. He became a man of
henier, insight, wisdom, eloquence, ver-
satility, devotion, and literary genius.

Isaiah’s hero, King Uzziah, was buried
in an outcast’s tomb. Bewildered and
wondering what would befall the nation,
Isaiah went to the temple to meditate
on God’s ways and to find comfort.
God’s house is the best place for anyone
to go in time of sorrow or need.

In the temple Isaiah received a vision

H. C. Chiles is pastor of the First Bap-
tist Church, 203 South Fourth Street,
Murray, Kentucky.

which made an indelible impression
upon him and completely transformed
his life and work. He saw the Lord
“sitting upon a throne” reigning in
majesty and glory. Isaiah also observed
some celestial beings standing near the
Lord’s throne, full of swift energy, blaz-
ing with enthusiasm, and glowing with
fervent love.

Overwhelmed with a sense of awe and
reverence, and unable to look into the
face of the Lord, each covered his face.
His keen sense of unworthiness caused
each to cover his feet in order that he
might not be seen. Exceedingly anxious
to render swift and unquestioning obe-
dience to the Lord, each of them cried,
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts:
the whole earth is full of his glory.”
This cry was accompanied by a remark-
able demonstration of divine power.

By gazing on purity Isaiah discovered
his own impurity. When anybody stands
in the presence of the Lord a sense of
sin always overwhelms him. Isaiah
observed that there was a gulf between
the Lord and himself which no effort
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of his own could ever bridge. Engrossed
with the thought of his wretchedness
and helplessness, Isaiah said, “Woe is
me! for I am undone; because I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips.” He
was especially mindful of their sins of
speech. The lips are an index of the
life.

As soon as Isaiah made a full and
frank confessicn of his sin and repented
thereof, he received the assurance of
mercy, pardon and cleansing. Divine
forgiveness and spiritual cleansing con-
stitute the entrance to a life of useful-
ness, honor and promotion.

Following his wvision ©f enlighten-
ment and experience of cleansing Isaiah
received a divine call to work. He was
convinced that the One Who had cleans-
ed him was appealing to him for service.

Without consulting anyone, Isaiah
unreservedly committed himself into
the hands of the Liord saying, “Here am
I; send me.” He offered himself to the
Lord just as he was and with all that he
had—his personality, his possessions and
his plans. He considered it a privilege

and an honor to serve the Lord and was
ready for any sacrifice which that honor
might entail.

Having committed himself to do the
will of God, and having received a new
insight into the needs of his people,
Isaiah was divinely appointed to min-
ister unto them. The commission which
he received sent him on a new path-
way of duty, and sent him to preach to
those who wiould wilfully turn a deaf
ear to his message, but their refusal to
hear and heed would result in their ruin.
Nevertheless, fulness of blessing always
comes to those who do God’s will in the
places of His choice.

Psalm 73:25-28

When the Psalmist observed the pros-
perity of the wicked and the misfor-
tunes of the righteous, he became per-
plexed and absented himself from the
house of worship. When someone in-
duced him to return there and have fel-
lowship with God, he discovered that he
had magnified his problem out of all
prcportion. While Asaph was in the
sanctuary God opened his eyes and set
him straight in his thinking. Conse-

quently he gave himself to the worship
and adoration of God.

Asaph said, “Whom have I in heaven
but thee? and there is none upon the
earth that I desire beside thee. My
flesh and my heart faileth: but Ged is
the strength of my heart, and my por-
tion forever.” Do you know God as he
did? Do you realize that none other
than God can help and bless you? The
Psalmist gave God his rightful place,
desiring Gocd Himself rather than just
what He gives. It is wonderful when a
Christian comes to the place that he can
truthfully say, “What I desire above all
clse is God Himself.”

Unhesitatingly the Psalmist let it be
known that he had coms to the con-
clusion that his trouble had been that
he had not remained near to God. He
discovered that when cne is far from
God nothing will be right. The thing
of paramount importance is to remain
close to God. Living near to God will
keep a person away from the places
where he should not ke. Nothing is com-
parable to the peace and joy which come
from nearness to God.

U. S. Senate Pushes Again for Judicial Review Bill

The U.S. Senate almost unanimously
and without opposition for the fourth
time in four years has attempted again
to push a “judicial review” bill through
Cicngress.

This time the effort took the form of
an amendment to the Elementary and
Secondary Education Amendments Act
of 1967 earlier passed by the House of
Representatives.

Sponsored by Sen. Sam J. Ervin, Jr.
(D., N. C.) and five other senators, the
amendment is identical to the judicial
review bill sent to the House by the
Senate on April 11.

The bottleneck to the judicial review
Jegislation has been in the House of
Representatives. Sen. Ervin pointed out
to the Senate that the House has con-
sistently blocked such a bill and that
no hearings have been held there even
in subcommittee.

Sen. Wayne Morse (D., Ore.), floor
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manager for thz 1967 education act, in
crder to impress on the House Confer-
ence Committee that the Senate means
business this time. demanded a roll call
vote on the amendment. It passed by a
vote of 71-0.

The purpose cf a judicial review bill
is to provide a way to test the consti-
tutionality of certain acts of Congress
by the religion clauses of the First
Amendment.

The problem of testing the constitu-
tionality of federal expenditures under
the first amendment arises from a 1923
Supreme Court decision in the case of
Frcthingham V. Mellon.

In that case it was decided that an
individual taxpayer does not have suf-
ficient money involved in federal spend-
ing to give him “standing to sue” or to
challenge the expenditure in court.

Referring to First Amendment restric-
tions ©on federal spending, Sen. Ervin
told the Senate that “all other comsti-
tutional rights which are susceptible of
judicial resolution may be placed be-
fore the federal courts for protection.”

“Yet, despite the priority which is
given this constitutional principle,” he
continued, “it is the only personal lib-
erty which, because of a legal techni-
cality, cannot adequately be resolved by
the Supreme Court.”

The judicial review bill, Ervin con-
tends, would enable the courts to break
through this impasse and to rule on
religious liberty and separation of
church and state issues in nine acts of
Congress. Ardent supporters of judi-

cial review are found both among those
who believe that violations of separa-
tion of church and state are involved
and those who believe that the acts of
Congress are constitutional.

“What we want,” he said, “is to end
once and for all the doubt, controversy,
and the divisiveness created by the
church-state issue . .. on this we are
agreed: the court should have the oppor-
tunity to decide.”

Sen. Morse is among those who think
that no viclations of the First Amend-
ment are in the acts of Congress under
consideration. Others like Sen. Ralph
W. Yarborough (D., Tex.) disagree.

Yarborough said, in discussing recent
developments in the church-state arena,
“The greatness of America is built upon
religious freedom of the people. In ac-
ticns such as the ones to which I have
referred it is not being eroded away a
little, but it is galloping away.” (BP)
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Training Union

Stop Mourning Over Your
Training Union ACT!

Training Union is on the way out! Is
that a startling statement? Read on.

For many years, Southern Baptists
have been screaming loud and long
about the deficiencies in the old prac-
tice of “giving a part” in Training
Union. Churches across the SBC have
experienced a steady decline in Train-
ing Union enrolment and attendance.
Experiments ad infinitum have been
tried in efforts to pump new life into
the Sunday evening training program.

All the while, pastors and laymen
have been pleading with Training
Unicn leaders to “come up with some-
thing new.” The constant cry has been
fierr flexibility, for an approach that can
be adapted to any place and any need.

Well, that cry need be raised no long-
er. Training Union, as the old BYPU
folks knew it, is dead. In its place SBC
leaders, working in league with state
and local leaders across the Conven-
tion, have produced a new image for
Christian training which 1is nothing
chert of revolutionary.

Flexibility is the key word in the
new approach. The sky is the limit for
gczals and procedures. The new purpose
is to make Training Union serve the
training needs of the church, whatever
those needs might be, and not merely
szrve its own organizational needs.

In discussing the new ideas, Philip B.
Harris recently said: “Training Union
may one day be withicut an organiza-
tion, but the church will never advance
without training. Training leaders in all

Schoppenhorst Bros.
Funeral Home
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Phone 585-4394

YR TR T I ———— President
MARTIN JACKSON ...... Vice-President
MAY B. SCHOPPENHORST..... Secretary
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3331 Taylorsville Rd. ® 451-4420
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church organizations is our philosophy.
We want to do jcbs that thz churches
went dene in training.”

Harris, secretary of the Training
Union department at the Sunday Schcel
Board, added: “The department stands
ready to develop curriculums and train-
ing programs for the church to use at
eny time—Sunday night, Monday, Tues-
day or any time the church deems
necessary.”

A whole new set of concept bcioks has
been published for Training Union
workers. Tons of pamphlets, filmstrips,
movies and other teaching guides are
available for every conceivable aspect
of the Training Union’s three-feld min-
istry, new-member orientaticn, church
member training, and leadership trzin-
ing.

“ACT” is the nickname for the min-
istry’s new thrust—‘‘Advance in Church
Training.” And Act is most appropriate.
The new program won’'t work itself.
Now more than ever, Training Union
success depends upon imaginative local
leadership and diligent local labor.

If Training Unicn doesn’t advance in
your church, it’s not because materials
and ideas aren’t available; it’s because
you haven’t put them to practical and
imaginative use in your own Training
Union.

Yes, Training Union as the BYPU
folks knew it is dead. Long live the
n2w approach. ACT!

—Jack Harwell,
The Christian Index
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Season’s Greetings

by Mrs. George R. Ferguson
Jerry Christmas

Blessing on your home

And all who therein dwell

May happiness abide there

With thoughful love as well.

And may the Christmas spirit,

Of love and joy and peace.

Be spread abroad from home to home

That its mission never cease.

Edith A. Abbott
Happy New Year

And I said to the man who

stood at the gate of the year;

Give me a light and I may

tread softly into the unknown!

And he replied:

Go out into the darkness

and put thine hand into

the Hand of God

That shall be to thee better

than light and safer than

known way.

From “the Gate of the Year”
by M. Louise Haskins

Details Announced

Fcr Prayer Partners’ Plan

PACT, an international prayer part-
nership, will link men, women, young
people, churches and groups in inter-
cession for the Crusade of the Americas.

Final details announced recently by
Weman’s Missionary Union, SBC, co-
crdinators for PACT, map a plan for
matching persons with persons, churches
with churches. families with families,
and groups with groups. Baptists from
North. South and Central America will
narticipate in the project.

Individuals desiring PACT partners
should be at least 16 years old. Younger
persons may participate with their fami-
lies or church groups.

Give a trip to the Holy Land!
Highlights of the
BIBLE LANDS
With Dr. John M. Carter
Tour director and president, Campbellsville College
JUNE 8 1968 — 22 DAYS
10 COUNTRIES

$1.185 from Louisville
$1.120 from New York

“'See the stories of the Bible
unfold before your eyes’

BCOK NOW — RESERVATIONS LIMITED
Write: Dr. John M. Carter

GOTAAS WORLD TRAVEL
7 W. Madison, Chicago 60602
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Sunday School

Kentuckians to Write For
Sunday School Builder

Clzrence Penn, associate in th2 Sun-
cay School departmeant, and Bob Kilgore,
M:nister of Administration at Crescent
Hill Baplist Church, have been selected
to write a series c¢f articles for the
Sunday School Builder.

Evangelism

We commend our friends, Penn and
Kilgore. on this important assignment.
This is the sccond time in recont yeors
that a momber of ths Sunday School de-
p rtment has been szlected to write
Sunday School material. Mrs. Lyman
Austin, while superintendznt of chil-
dren’s work in the department, was
chosen to write material for the Church
Nurs:ry Guide.

State Evangelistic Conference — January 15-17

The Evangelistic Conference at Owens-
bicro will have a new sound. That sound
will be the beautiful voice of Mrs.
Martha Branham of Dallas, Texas, and
the great music played on the piano by
Mrs. Betty Jean Chatham of Shelby-
ville, Kentucky. These two talented
ladies give much of their time to play-
ing and singing the Good News of sal-
vation.

Mrs. Branham is married and has two
children. She is a member of the First
Baptist Church, Dallas, teaches voice in
the Dallas Bible Ccllege and has par-
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ticipated in many revival efforts
throughout the United States.

Mrs. Chatham is the wife of Dr. Don-
ald Chatham and the mother of five
children. Shs is a member of the faculty
of Kentucky Southern College and she,
too, has given much time to playing in
revival efforts. She and Mrs. Branham
are both reccrding artists and have
made records both separately and to-
gether.

These two fine Christian women will
give three sacred concerts during the
Conference.

Above Every Name

“Theu shalt c¢211 his name JESUS, for
he shall save his people from their sins.”

At Christmastime. one n-m2 should
be on every lin—JFSUS. Cne name
should ke in ev-ry heart—J SUS. One
gcal should ke raramount in cur prayer
~-—JESUS. For “There is no cther Name
under heavem, given amon< men’” so
worthy to ke served as Master.

One Solitary Life

James A. Francis says it better than
we: “Here is a man who was born in an
obscure village, the child of a peasant
wom~n. He wcrked in a esrpenter shop
until he was 30, and then for three
vears he was an itinerant preacher.
He never hz2'd an office.

He never cwned a home.

He never had a family.

He never went to college.

He never put his foot inside a big city.

He never travelled 200 miles from the
place where he was born.

He never did one of the things which
usually accompany greatness.

He had no credentials but himself.

While he was a young man, the tide
of public opinion turned against him.
His friends ran away. He was turned
over to his enemies. Ie went through
the mockery of a trial. He was nailed
to a cross between two thieves. While
he was dying, his executicners gambled
for the only piece of property he had
on earth, and that was his coat. When
he was dead, he was laid in a private

rave through the pity cof a friend.

Nineteen wide centuries have come
end gone, and today he is the central
figure of the human rzce and the leader
of thz cclumn of progress.

I am far within the mark when I say
that all the armies that ever marched,
and all the navies that were ever built,
and all the kings that ever reigned, put
tcgether, have not affected the life of
man upon this ezrth, as that ONE SOLI-
TARY LIFE.”

O come, let us adore Him.

G |
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Temple Hill Charter
Member Dies Nov. 29

H. H. Lowery, 78, the last living
charter member of the Temple Hill,
Kentucky, Baptist Church, died Novem-
ber 29. Funeral services were conducted
December 2.

Mr. Lowery was the first deacon or-
dained by the church. The ordination
took place 46 years ago, shortly after
the constitution of the church. He also
had served as church treasurer for 27
years.

Temple Hill pastor, Billy C. Compton,
expressed a deep sense of loss to himself
and to the entire church in the passing
of Mr. Lowery.

Oakland Avenue, Covington
Builds New Sanctuary

Oakland Avenue Baptist Church, Cov-
ington, dedicated its new sanctuary
during special services on Sunday after-
noon, December 10.

Pastor Bill F. Croley brought the
dedication address. Former pastors par-
ticipating in the program included
Charles Sheriff, Clifford Lightfoot and
Willie Crawford.

The new sanctuary is the third build-
ing in which the congregation has wor-
shipped. Following its beginning in
1952, the church met for 12 years in a
store room in Covington. Then in 1964
the men of the church pitched in to
build their first permanent building—-
a small ccncrete block structure.

When the church outgrew that build-
ing a couple of years ago, the members
sacrificed to pay off the mortgage on
its first building 15 years ahead of
schedule in order that it might build
again,

The new building is located at 17th
and Oakland Avenue in Covington.

Evangelical Cooperation Explored
At Second Meeting in Washington

Evangelical ecumenism took another
step at a second meeting in Washing-
ton to discuss the “possibilities of more
tangible evangelical witness and unity
in American life.”

The meeting was a follow-up on an
earlier fall ecumenical gathering of 40
churchmen to discuss evangelical co-
operation.

At the December meeting a committee
of 12 churchmen ‘“agreed on the gen-
cral feasibility of a multi-faceted con-
tinental evangelistic drive cresting in
1973, subject to favorable conditions,”
according to a press release issued by
the magazine Christianity Today.

The report further said, ‘“the latest
conference produced the concept of a
ncn-organizational ‘Evangelical Chris-
tian Coalition’ to advance cooperative
efforts.”

“It also will seek to present a full
understanding of what it means to be
evangelical and relevant in the con-
temporary situation,” the release stated.

The next meeting of the planning
group will be March 9-10, 1968. A
spokesman at Christianity Today said
that probably 25 persons would be
present at the March meeting.

Neither of the meetings in Washing-
ton have been open to the press.

The Christianity Today release said of

the December meeting, “Participants
came from nine major denominations
but as individuals and not as official
representatives of their communions.
They constituted a transdenominational
dialogue that reached far beyond exist-
inz patterns of cooperation.”

Two Southern Baptists were present,
Jchn F. Havlik and Harold Lindsey,
both associate directors in the division
of evangelism of the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board.

Others present were: George A. Fal-
lon, General Board of Evangelism of the
Methodist Church; Leighton Ford, asso-
ciate in the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association; Carl F. H. Henry, editor of
Christianity Today; Rufus Jones, presi-
dent of the National Association of
Evangelicals; David E. Kucharsky, asso-
ciate editor of Christianity Today.

Also, John A. MacKay, former presi-
dent of Princeton; T. A. Raedeke, secre-
tary for evangelism for the Board of
Missions of the Missouri Synod Lutheran
Church; J. Sherrard Rice, secretary for
Christian witness in the Board of Na-
tional Ministries of the Presbyterian
Church in the U. S.; Edward H. Rockey,
minister of the Westchester Church of
Christ, White Plains, N. J.; and Carl W.
Tiller, former president of the Ameri-
can Baptist Convention. (BP)

Baptist Unity Movement is Dissolved

The board of trustees of the Baptist
Unity Movement has voted to dissolve
tha organization and encourage its
members to support the work of the
North American Baptist Fellowship
Committee.

The Baptist Unity Movement has

SEASON’S GREETINGS

from the
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The entire staff of the Western Recorder wishes you and yours =
joyful Christmas and New Year season. We join you in thanksgiving
that unto the world has been born ‘“this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).

No Paper Next Week

Since the Western Recorder omits two issues each year — one at
Christmas and one in July—you will not receive an issue of the paper next
week. The next Western Recorder will be dated January 4 and will con-
tain the Sunday School lessons for January 14.
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been composed of persons in the Ameri-
can and Southern Baptist Conventions
concerned with uniting the two major
Baptist bodies, but it has not been
officially endorsed or supported by
either Baptist convention.

An announcement from Howard R.
Stewart, an American Baptist minister
who is chairman of the Baptist Unity
Movement, stated that the reason for
the board’s acticn was “the inability
of the group to meet the financial re-
spcneibilities involved in the growth of
the movement.”

The announcement indicated that the
Baptist Unity Movement began in 1962
when 12 Baptist pastors and laymen
from the Southern and American Bap-
tist Conventions m=t in Towson, Mary-
land. “because of a concern over the
divisions among Bapticts.”

Its stated purposz was “to help create
a climate wherein under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit the organic unity of
Baptists might take place.”

Stewart said that about 1,000 persons
have been associated with the move-
ment during its five years of existence,
but the growth required financial re-
sources which could not be wobtained.
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