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SBC conventioneers will return to Tex-

as this year for the 111th annual meet-

= ing of the Southern Baptist Convention
—scheduled at Houston June 4-7. All

- SBC at Houston

the auxiliary organizations will meet on
Monday, June 3, and Tuesday, June 4,
prior to the beginning of the SBC ses-
sions on Tuesday evening. Meeting
place for the SBC sessions will be Sam
& Houston Memorial Coliseum. General
theme for this year’s meeting is “Good

. News for Today’s World.”

The beautiful Houston skyline at night

The Rice Hotel—headgquarters hotel for SBC in Houston A portion of Houston’s vast freeway system




JAMES McCORMICK, head of the art
department at Georgetown College, is
appearing on a TV program, “The Sun-
ny Side of Art,” telecast weekly on
channel 2 from Chillicothe, Ohio. Mod-
erated by the painter Sunny Rinehart,
the program discusses various timely
topics in art.

BAKER JAMES CAUTHEN, execu-
tive secretary of the SBC Foreign Mis-
sion Board, Richmond, Virginia, will
preach during revival services at the
Campbellsville, Kentucky, Baptist
Church April 21-28. Services begin each
night at 7:30 p.m. (EST). Chester Bad-
gett is pastor of the Campbellsville
congregation.

JIM FOX, a student at Southern
Baptist Seminary, Louisville, has been
appointed director of recreation at
Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly in North
Carolina this summer. He served at the
Baptist assembly in the same position
last summer.

A YOUTH REVIVAL TEAM from the
BSU of Morehead State University led
an evangelistic meeting recently at the
First Baptist Church of Olive Hill, Ken-
tucky. A total of 15 persons made pro-
fessions of faith. The team consisted
of Tom Owen, Alan McCutchen, Leo
McMannis, Brenda Rice and Willie
Jackson. William Hartung is pastor of
the Olive Hill congregation.

POLLARD BAPTIST CHURCH of
Ashland ordained 10 men as deacons on
March 31. They are Willard Day, Joe
Henry, Sr., Bob Franklin, Cecil Hart,
Carl Riggle, Charles Powers, James
Taylor, Troy Pack, Raymond Sparks and
Woodrow Wilson. C. R. Daley, editor
of the Western Recorder, was guest
speaker for the service. Frank W. Rho-
dus is pastor at Pollard.

HAROLD MEERS, pastor of Highland
Park Baptist Church in Louisville for
the past five years, has resigned to ac-
cept the pastorate of Huntington Bap-
tist Church on Long Island, New York.
A native of Buffalo, Kentucky, he has
served on the Kentucky Baptist Exec-
utive Board. He received the B.D. de-
gree from Southern Seminary in 1962.

B. ELMO SCOGGIN, professor of Old
Testament at Southeastern Seminary,
Wake Forest, North Carolina, has been
awarded a post-doctoral fellowship for
study at the Hebrew Union College Bib-
lical and Archaeological School in Jeru-
salem during 1968 and 1969.

2

GLEANINGS FROM THE FIELD

MR. AND MRS. VIRGIL MOORE-
FIELD, JR, native Kentuckians, are re-
turning to their mission posts in Ruschli-
kon, Switzerland, following a furlough in
the states. He is a native of Hopkins-
ville, and she was born in Louisville.

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of
Wheelwright, Kentucky, and its miss-
ion, Jack’s Creek at Halo, Kentucky,
have completed recent revivals. Local
ministers assisted in the revival ser-
vices. James E. Casey, Jr., is pasior
at Wheelwright, and Franklin P.
Rowe, serves the Jack’s Creek mission.

JOHN HACK, minister of education
and music at Forest Park Baptist
Church, Bowling Green, has been named
audio-visual educa-
tion consultant in
the church library
department of the
Baptist Sunday
School Board, Nash-
ville. A native of
Leitchfield, he has
served in the edu-
cation and music
ministry in several

: other Baptist Chur-
Hack ches in Kentucky.
Mrs. Hack is the former Joyce Harmon
of Middlesboro, Kentucky.

MISS MARY GIBSON BROWN of the
Irvington, Kentucky, Baptist Church
who is now a student at Peabody Col-
lege in Nashville, has been selected to
participate in a folk-singing tour of
Europe. She and five other Baptist stu-
dents from Tennessee will attend the
Baptist World Youth Congress in Berne,
Switzerland, this summer and then sing
in churches and youth encampments
throughout several countries of Europe.
Miss Brown is president of the BSU
at Peabody College.

MISS MARY FRANCIS GOULD, a
native of Covington, has returned to
Thailand following a furlough in the
United States. She has served as a SBC
missionary since 1948.

LIONEL WIGGAM, American actor,
poet and playwright, lectured at Cum-
berland College, Williamsburg, April
10-12 on “Love and American Fiction.”
He also held conferences in various
classes at the Baptist school.

TOM HENRY, recreation director at
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly in Ken-
tucky, will direct an aquatic school at
Boone’s Creek Baptist Camp near Win-
chester June 10-15. He will give in-
struction in swimming, life-saving, ca-
noeing, water skiing and boating for
a fee of $30.00 to interested persons ages
16 through 25. Request for applications
should be addressed to Cova E. Duvall,
Route 5, Winchester.

CONSTRUCTION has begun on a
new $84,000 sanctuary for the First
Baptist Church of Whitley City, Ken-
tucky, according to Pastor William Goo-
dan. The church hopes to occupy the
200-capacity structure by mid-July.

WILLIAM B. McGIBNEY, native
Kentuckian and a graduate of George-
town College, has been called as minis-
ter of music and youth at the First Bap-
tist Church of Albemarle, North Car-
olina. The pastor there is Elroy Lamb,
former pastor of First Baptist Church,
Paris, Kentucky, and Lexington Ave-
nue Church in Danville.

CHURCHES of the SBC are being
encouraged to observe Radio-TV Sun-
day on May 19 in recognition of the de-
nomination’s effort to spread the gospel
through the electronic mass media.
Chief emphasis of the observance will
be prayer for the work of the SBC
Radio-TV Commission, Forth Worth,
Texas.

to the saints”—JUDE 3
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A “Hard Times” Church That Refused to Quit

BY GAINES S. DOBBINS

The little band of deacons at Buechel
Baptist Church in Louisville were dis-
tressed. They were about to lose the
building which had cost them much
sacrificial labor. Their work in con-
struction they had freely given, but
money for materials had been borrowed
from the local bank. Scarcely had the
building been occupied when the finan-
cial crash of 1929 came. Out of jobs and
money, the members could not even pay
the interest on the loan, io say nothing
of the principal.

The bank committee called the dea-
cons logzther and stated the ultimatum:
arrangement musi be made immediately
to handle the loan or foreclosure would
be necessary. The bank assured the
church that it didn’t want to take this
step but explained that ii had no choice
—the bank examiner was adamant. In
addition to the church property as se-
curity, the deacons had pledged their
homes. No wonder th=y were disturbed!

Somehow, the pastorless, near-bank-
rupt church turned to me for help.
There were about 100 members on the
church roll. Quickly we made a mem-
bar-to-member canvass: How many
would pledge 5 cents a week? 10 cents?
twenty-five cents? fifty cents? one dol-
lar? two dollars (ihat was as high as
we dared go)?

The total was enough to meet the
interest, make a small payment on the
principal, with a little left over for mis-
sions! We took the resulis to the bank.
After a brief huddle, the bank officers
came back with a proposal: They would
extend the loan “on condition that Dr.
Dobbins serve as interim pastor with-
out pay until furiher noiice.” We shook
hands in agreement and I went to work.

In addition to its financial embarras-
ment, the church was under another
cloud. A break had occurred in the fel-

Golden Gate Meeting

E. Keevil Judy (right), pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Henderson, and a former presi-
dent of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. is
rictured during the recent meeting of the
board of trustees of Golden Gate Baptist
Seminary, Mill Valley, California. He is tzlk-
ing here with Ernest P. Guy, Tiburon., C-li-
fornia, ch~irman of the trusteees of that
Baptist schocl.
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lowship. There were members who
wouldn’t speak to one another. Until
this breach was healed, new members
could not be reached.

We decided to hold a “revival” that
would be different. Twice a week we
would hold an evangelistic service on
the front lawn of a friendly family. A
bright light was attached io a stake
driven in the ground. A portable organ

building were good workmen and well-
intentioned, but they had no architect’s
plans and so built “by ear.” No matter
where the listener sat in the auditorium,
there was a post between him and the
preacher.

When Sunday School aitendance
reached 200, there just wasn’t any more
room. Two consecrated sisters, Mrs.
Anna Curry and Mrs. Nannie Summers,

THE AUTHOR

Dr. Gaines S. Dobbins, the
greatly-beloved former professor
at Southern Seminary, Lousi-

ville, now lives at 2121 Ridgeview
Drive, Birmingham, Alabama. He
taught for several years at

Golden Gate Baptist Seminary in
Mill Valley, California,

after leaving the Louisville sem-
inary. He wrote this art-

icle in response to Buechel Park’s
recent observance of its 40th
anniversary. The distinguished SBC
leader reports that Mrs. Dob-

bins is still in a convalescent
home in Birmingham,

and that “she bears up bravely
and we are mot discouraged.”

furnished the music. Neighbors gather-
cd on the long summer evenings.

We sang familiar gospel songs. The
deacons prayed and I preached. When
I opened my mouth, gnats swarming
about the bright light ofien filled ii!
The invitation was earnestly pressed {o
receive Christ or to receilicate li‘e {o
him. For two months—June and .Tuly—
we continued ihe services, with highly
gratifying results.

The evening neighborhood meetings
were followed up with visitation. I
spent on» full day a wzek calling on dis-
covered “prospec’s.” Some’imes I found
a family without food; or there was
sickness with no doctor cr medicine; or
the -head of the family was without
work and desperately trying to find
employment.

At my call, members of the church
and even non-members would rally {o
meet the need. Sometimes if pzr chance
I called while the family was eating, on
invitation I would share a piece of corn-
bread and a spoonful of peas and a glass
of water as I talked with them about
Jeszus the bread of life.

Again and again it happened that
families thus helped and visited would
start attending the church. From them
later came some of the church’s most
faithful and substanfial members.

Those who constructed the church

gave the church its spacious and well-
located lot. There was talk of selling
part of the lot so as to remodel and
enlarge the church building, but legal
difficuliies in the deed fortunately pre-
vented the sale.

Th2 church struggled along under
these bhandicaps and limitations, but
with a succ~ssion of courageous pastors,
un‘il a good providence brought the
General Electric plant to the communiiy
—and the Buechel boom. Then faith
and fortitude began to pay off.

A new location was found and the
present building dedicated in 1957.
Membership grew from 165 in 1933 to
526 in 1953 to 1344 in 1967. To'al gifts
grew from $2,504 in 1933 to $23,203 in
1953 to $121,660 in 1967. Sunday School
enrolment increased from 156 in 1933 {o
540 in 1953 to 1109 in 1967.

A few of us are left who recall the
“hard times” of the early ’30’z. Gthers
have gone where there are no meore
{ears, and if ihere are they will be tears
of joy that Ged himself will wip> away.

Those who remain and those who
have preceded us rejoice together that
faith, work and God’s grace combined
to save a struggling little church that
refused to quit when th= going was
hard; and now w=2 sz2e the fruit of our
labor in Buschcl Park, one of the truly
great churches in Louisville,




“He Died To Make Men Free”

The harvest of hatred and the ravages of racism
continue to heap shame on our land and make sham-
bles of the claim of freedom, equality and justice in
America. The latest deplorable incident was the sense-
less and shameful murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4.

Though his untimely assassination was shocking,
it should not have been surprising. Considering the
hatred his activities generated in the hearts of racists
and his total disregard for his own personal safety,
the miracle is that he did not meet this fate long ago.

There is something disturbing about the very
thought of the sickness that could result in such a de-
monic act. To see such courageous non-violence snuff-
ed out by such cowardly violence is a sad spectacle.

There is something inspiring, however, in such a
demonstration of courage and conviction. Some dis-
agreed with his convictions and methods, but none
could doubt his courage. He summed up this own ‘atti-
tude toward life and death in his own eloquent way
the night before his murder. He said he wanted to live
a long life, but this was not his first concern. He want-
ed to do the will of the Lord, even if it meant death.

The murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., should
haunt the consciences of all Americans. Though fell-
ed by one demented assassin, all who contributed to
the American racism and blind prejudice which pro-
duced the atmosphere ripe for such an act helped to
pull the trigger. This includes Southern Baptists, who
more than any other religious group have responsibil-
ity for the part of America that produced him and
murdered him.

A Baptist minister himself, Dr. King was rejected
and criticized by most Southern Baptists. Many of
these fellow Baptists insisted he was an immoral man
and a communist. They were not content to criticize

his methods, but made him as a person a menace to
good.

Though recognized and used by other religious
groups, including American Baptists, he never appear-
ed on a Southern Baptist program. His speaking ap-
pearance at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
several years ago brought a storm of criticism from
some Baptists and actually resulted in the withhold-
ing of some contributions to the Seminary.

American history will rank him as one of the great
men of the century, and Baptist history eventually
might put him alongside Billy Graham as one of the
two outstanding Baptists of the mid-twentieth cen-
tury. But as often has been so, the heroes of succeed-
ing generations are rejected by their fellowmen.

The prayers of all American Christians belong to
his widow and four children. Prayers also need to be
lifted for the future of the cause for which he died.
He represented the saner civil rights leadership of
his race. His approach was Christian as he understood
it, and he persisted in saying that white people would
come through eventually. Much of the other Negro
civil rights leadership today is not Christian nor has
any hope that whites will ever voluntarily give up
their superior position.

The lesson of history would teach us that this man
did not live in vain nor did death defeat his cause.
Whatever his methods, his aims were freedom and
justice, and God will see to it that they eventually
prevail. We, then, are not so much to weep for him
but for ourselves, who have been so blind as to be
against right and who crucify champions of right.

He said, “If I die in the struggle, I want it said,
‘He died to make men free’.” This he did. The question
remains, how many and how long. How many more
will have to die, and how long is the wait before all
men are free?

Baptist Journalism At Its Best

It is not easy for one denominational publication
to hand bouquets to another, but the April-May-June
issue of the Baptist Men’s Journal is too outstanding
to pass without commendation. This issue of the
Brotherhood Commission quarterly takes its place be-
side recent issues of Home Missions as the most attrac-
tive, interesting and creative religious journalism
among Southern Baptists.

Baptist men, and all Baptists for that matter, can
but profit from reading in this issue such arnticles as
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the one on suicide by Robert Hastings, and the inspir-
ing account of a physically-handicapped Baptist lay-
man reported by Kenneth Everett.

An article of unusual interest for many Southern
Baptists is the one done by Roy Jennings on Ralph
Eliott, the Old Testament professor who was dismiss-
ed from Midwestern Baptist Seminary in 1962, and
who is now pastor of the Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Albany, New York. The anticle contains some reflec-
tions of Elliott on his experiences at Midwestern and
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his concepts of his ministry today.

The Elliott controversy was over his book, The
Message of Genesis, in which he suggested, among
other things, that Genesis 1-11 was not actual history
but was theological truths put in parable form. This
interpretation was contrary to what the great majority
of Southern Baptists have always believed about Gen-
esis. It was not contrary, however,to a number of Oid
Testament scholars, including other Baptist professors
and pastors.

Elliott’s positions were widely attacked and de-
mands for his removal were voiced. Dr. K. Owen
White became the leading spokesman for the opposi-
tion, and his motions at the 1962 Southern Baptist Con-
vention directed against Elliott’s positions were ap-
proved. This amounted virtually to an ultimatum to
the Midwestern trustees for Elliott’s removal, though
they voted earlier to support him in the controversy.
He was dismissed on October, 1962, though the charge
was refusal to agree not to republish his book instead

of the charge of heresy. In the meantime, the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board decided not to re-
publish the book, though earlier it had taken just the
opposite position. :

The turn-about of the Midwestern trustees and the
Sunday School Board is an example of the power of
Baptist popular opinion, but is not a bright chapter
in the annals of Southern Baptist integrity. It was
a clear case of submitting to pressure and choosing
expediency over principle.

For this and other reasons the article on Elliott
in the Baptist Men’s Journal will not be welcomed by
some. It will do a service, however, to many readers
who deserve to know something about the present at-
titude and ministry of this former fellow Southern
Baptist. The article does not take sides in the contro-
versy, nor does it make a hero out of Elliott. It pic-
tures a man of God and his family, who came through
a trying experience and have found 'a redemptive min-
istry in a new setting.

Kentucky Ladies Shine In Hop’town

One would have to experience it to believe how
inspiring can be the annual meeting of Baptist ladies
of the WMU. Almost every year the Southern Baptist
Woman’s Missionary Union convention meeting prior
to the Southern Baptist Convention has a more inspir-
ing program than the Convention or any other auxil-
iary meeting.

The state WMU conventions in Kentucky have the
same high quality. This was surely the testimony of
all the ladies and their visitors for this year’s meeting
in Hopkinsville the first week in April. It’s amazing
to realize that the ladies equal or surpass the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention sessions in attendance. A
thousand or more registered in Hopkinsville, and this
exceeds some sessions of the state convention. The
First Baptist Church and its unsurpassable hospitality

made an ideal setting for the ladies’ meeting.

One sad note in this year’s WMU convention was
the retirement from the state presidency of Mrs. W. R.
White, of Cadiz. The three yiears that she has graced
the office have been memorable. A lady of more
charm, ability and dedication is not to be found.

Two things help atone for her loss. She is succeed-
ed by Mrs. J. S. Woodward of Lexington, who has al-
ready proven her ability in this office. And Mrs.
White, though far from giving up WMU activities,
promises to spend more time fishing with her husband,
who' has helped her greatly in performing her duties
for the past three years. Taking some time to go fish-
ing with her husband is one of the few things that
weuld be as important as serving as president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union.

BAPTIST FORUM:

them a letter (as I think Christians
should) stating that I no longer agread
with their doctrine and asking that I no
longer remain a member of their con-
gregation. Then I presented myself to
a Baptist church for membership by
baptism. (I had been immersed too.)

Can you imagine a Methodist be-

Life—and Eternal Life
Dear Editor:

May I respond to the letter of Mrs.
H. G. Hornback in the Baptist Forua
of March 28, 1968. I agrce wholeheart-
edly with her in her statement, “When
a child is born into this world he needs
care; if he doesn’t get this care he will
die.” What she didn’t say was, regard-
less of how much good care he receives
he will still die. Naturally this is true
because he has not received eternal life.

It doesn’t seem to me that it should
take a lot of study to see the differ-
ence in the natural life and the spiritual
life. Simply read John 10:28 and look
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in a dictionary under the word, ‘“eter-
nal,” and one can readily see that if
one loses the life that he has, he has
not received eternal life through Jesus
Christ. It is simply double talk to say
that I have eternal life today but may
not have it tomorrow, next year or a
million years from now.

I do believe this is our real problem.
Many claim the name Baptist without
having the convictions. This is worth-
less. I believe we need Christian men
and women who are willing to fly the
flag of their convictions.

Several years ago I separated myself
from the Methodist church. I wrote

lieving in eternal life, baptism by im-
mersion only of a believer by the au-
thority of a New Testament church, and
a democratic church? No, you cannot!
Can one truly be a Baptist and refuse
to believe in eternal life, salvaiion by
grace, a democratic church and baptism
of a believer by immersion authorized
by a local New Testament church? No,
you cannot!

I do not necessarily agree or disagree
with Mrs. Hornback or Professor Moody.

I agree with the Bible.
Zebulon, Ky. James Watt

(Forum CONTINUED ON PAGE 12)




Baptist Committee to Study Conscientious Objection

The Baptist Joint Committee on Pub-
lic Affairs, in semi-annual session at
Washington, agreed to explore at its
October meeting the problems and is-
sues in conscientious objection to mili-
tary service. ’

Included in the conscientious objec-
tion study will be the plight of those
who become objectors to war after they
have been inducted into military
service.

The committee also investigated
church-state and religious liberty issues
in tax exemption for churches, the mili-
tary chaplaincy, housing programs and
other areas on the state and local levels.

In another action the Baptist Joint
Committee authorized its executive
committee “to study the possible ad-
vantages and disadvantages re'ated 1o
the use of litigation as a channcl of ex-
tending our flexibility as a Baptist Joint
Committee.”

This step was taken after a report by
Carlson that increasingly the staff of
the Baptist Joint Committee is being
asked to file Amicus Curae (“friends of
the court”) briefs in court cases. The
further question of other participation
by Baptists in court cases was discussed
by the cecmmittee.

The possibility of considering a legal
department in the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee for council and consultation to
represent Baptist concerns in litigation
was also presented.

The Baptist Joint Committee took no
position on the problem of tax exemp-
tion for churches. In 1960 the committee
sponsored a Religious Liberty Confer-
ence on “The Churches and American
Tax Policies.” Since that time the mat-
téer has been under lively discussion in
Baptist circles.

Although it cannot be a policy-mak-
ing body on tax questions, the Baptist
Joint Committee will continue to be a
resource and consultant agency to help
Paptists understand the issues, Carlson
said.

A subcommitiee of the Baptist Joint
Committze gave careful consideration
to the religious liberty and church-state
issuss in the military and other public
chaplaincies.

As a result of this initial probing the
Baptist Joint Committee authorized its
staff to “undertake some factual studies
about the military chaplaincy and other
public chaplaincies consulting with the
appropriate leaders in our several Bap-
tist bodies as well as other authorities
in the field.” :

If these studies discover .that further
censideration should be given to the
church-state icsues in the chaplaincy,
the commii'ee will again take up the
problem and make its recommendation.

Another subcommittee explored the
church-state issues in low-cost housing
programs in the nation. It instructed
the staff to give serious consideration

Mayland Baptist College Dies

Without Opening

The embryonic Maryland Baptist Col-
lege at Walkersville has died,
closing its doors before it ever opened
as a full-fledged educational institution.

The college office has been -closad,
President C. Eugene Kratz has been re-
leased of responsibilities, and adminis-
trative duties have been assumed by
the college trustees’ business adminis-
tration committee.

A special committee of the Baptist
State Convention of Maryland is study-
ing property disposition, and will bring
some recommendation to the conven-
tion for action, either in special or reg-
ular session. The seven-member com-
mittee is headed by Cecil Anderson,
pastor of Viers Mill Baptist Church, Sil-
ver Spring, Maryland.

The Frederick News at Walkersville
reported that the committee is con-
sidering the possibility of either retain-
ing the property as a state assembly
ground or for some other purposes or
selling it, but no decision has yet been
made.

Kratz, president of the proposed school
since 1966, said that the only thing that
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remains of the now dead school is ‘‘the
funeral, legal dissolution, plus the de-
cisions on what to do with land and
property here.”

He told the Frederick Post his future
p'ans call for searching for a compar-
able post this summer or fall, or per-
haps considering post-doctoral study in
the event this does not develop.

The Maryland convention will assume
college obligations estimated at about
$575,000 and expenses, plus the salary of
a cusiodian to maintain the property.

Last November, the Maryland conven-
tion voted to ask the college trustees to
dissolve the corporation, and voted to
appoint the committee to dispose of the
property.

In July of 1967 the convention’s -State
Missions Board turned down request -for
a $1,500,000 fund campaign for construc-
tion, saying the plan was “not financially
feasible.”

The Maryland Baptist Convention had
approved plans for establishing a Bap-
tist college in the state in 1962, and had
purchased the campus in 1965. (BP)

to a religious liberly conference on the
church state facets of housing problems.

A mong the problems to be considered
in low cost housing would be open hous-
ing, the philosophy of programs for in-
dividual home ownership and rental
housing.

Yet another subcommittee gave atten-
ticn to the growing church-state and re-
ligious liberty problems on the state
and local levels. It was pointed out
that in years past the focal point of
many church-state problems had been
on the feceral level. Now due to several
factors, the burdens of administration
and policy-making for many public pro-
grams have shifted to the states and
lzcal communities. (BP)

Hemisfair Sculpture

This sculpture is expected to become one of
the most talked about exhibits in the Bap-
tist Pavilion at the Hemisfair in San Anton-
io, Texas, this summer. It represents a man
on bended knee whose face is uplifted to
heaven with a hand raised to God and car-
ries out the theme of the Baptist Pavilion,
“Man’s Search for God.” Dallas artist Al
Kidwell formed the fignre from discarded
portions of old churches from various periods
in history. Shown with the exhibit is Mis>
Linda F-~nces of the SBC R1ido-TV Ccm-
mission, Fort Worth, Texas.
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Americas Crusade Should be Open to All,Rhodes Says

Southern Baptislis were encouraged at
the Christian Citizenship Seminar at
Washinglon to turn their backs upon
celeclive evangelism in the approaching
Crusade of Amer:cas and opcn the doors
of their churches io all groups for at-
tendanca, conversion, baptism and
church membership.

Lewis Rhodes, pastor of Broadway
Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tennessee,
predicted a new day would dawn if
Crusade leaders say to churches “we
want your -cooperation without dis-
crimination and segregation.”

The address by Rhodes capped the
three-day seminar sponsored by ihe
Christian Life Commission, Southern
Baptists’ social action agency at Nash-
ville, Tennessee.

Three obstacles hindering Southern
Baptists in confronting basic problems in
society include ecclesiology, their theol-
ogy of salvation, and sociology, Rhodes
said.

Unforiunately, Baptists excuse their
lack of involvement in great issues be-
cause of ecclesiology, Rhodes said. He
suggested this solution:

“If our . ecclesiology prevents our
meeting our responsibility to a disorder-
ed society, the answer is not to claim
immunity from responsibility . . . It may
be time to develop an eccesiology capa-

ble of meeting our responsibility.”

Rhoces acknowledged Baptist preach-
ers in some sections of the coun'ry may
face expulsion if they were to invite
Negroes to church, cncourage support
of the pcor and poveriy programs, and
advoca'e csupport and cooperation with
the Na'ional Council of Churches.

An answer is a pastoral emergency
fund to support for a reasonable time
these prophets without portfolio, Rhodes
said.

Rhodes told the 200 religious leaders
from throughout the United States they
have an opportunity in an approaching
hamisphere-wide evangelistic crusade
to demonstrate this spirit of love. He
expressed it this way:

“We have no trouble with dealing
with great efforts when we have the
will. We are now involved in an inter-
continen’al, inter-racial, in‘ernational,
and intcr-lingual effort, the Crusade of
the Americas.

“Will the Crusade of ihe Amrricas . . .
insist that all cooperating chu-ches open
their doors for revival, for a‘tendanc~,
conversalion, baptism, and church mer-
bership to all grcups?

“Pastors and local churches must do
more than speak, they must minister
and wiiness to all the community. This
includes the deprived Negro, white and

Room Where SBC

Sunday Schoo!

Board Organized Being Restored

The room where the Sunday School
Board of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion was organized May 26, 1891, is be-
ing restored in the first floor lobby of
the board at Nashville, Tennessee.

The original room was the study of
W. R. L. Smith, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Nashville, at that time. Built
in 1884, it has been remodeled only once
since its beginning. In 1921 the ceilings
were lowered and the fireplace closed.
The doors were also relocated in the
remodeling.

At the first meeting only 10 of the 40
summoned to the initial session of the
board were present.

First Baptist Church is being remod-
eled and the study was torn down last
fall. Board members agreed that the
room should be restored and rebuilt in
the lobby of the board and be called
“Founder’s Room.”

Much of the old material from the
room has been used in the room at the
board. Every effort has been made to
preserve the original character and at-
mosphere of the room, Hardie Bass,
chief architect for the bhoard, said.

The room will be furnished with re-
productions of the pieces used in Smith’s
study. The original brass spittoon, how-
ever, will be placed in the restored room,
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Bass said. A dummy fireplace with a
flat hearth will be built, using the old
brick from the church.

The restored study will be 13x20 feet,
and will be completed April 30. (BP)

RESTORED ROOM—James L. Sullivan, execu-
tive secretary of the SBC Sunday School
Board, Nashville, lays a brick for the restored
board’s “Founder’s Room,” as H. Franklin
Paschall, pastor of Nashville’s First Baptist
Church and president of the Southern Baptist
Convention, looks on.

language groups.

“We cannot say we will feed and
clothe no one since we cannot feed and
clothe everyone. If we do, we should
apply this principle to evangelism also,
saying we will witness to none since we
cannot io everyone.”

Rhodes also suggested that conven-
tions and assemblies include a large va-
riety of speakers, including some who
will confront Sou‘hern Baptists with the
challenge of a disordered society.

In describing Southern Baptists,
Rhodes viewed the majority of Baptists
as cultural, historical and religious
phenomenon more committed to cul-
{ural than io Christian values.

While Baptists in origin and attitude
were left-wing radicals contributing sig-
nificantly to the nation’s struggle for
independence and nationhood, ihe be-
ginning of Southern Baptists is a differ-
ent story, Rhodes said.

“We were born from the womb of
cultural reactionism. The organization
of the Southern Baptist Convention in
1845 was not for iheological or mission-
ary reasons but for the preservation of
a slavery-centered culture,” he charged.

“Doubtless there were flourishes of
oratory setting forth the justifications
for the Conveniion, but after all the
stage scenery is removed, there is the
life and death struggle to preserve se-
gregation as a social and cultural value,
higher than the claims of Christ.

“A common loyalty to a social struc-
{ure has been our cohesiveness, and a
prevailing fear of division over ihe race
issue is convincing evidence our loyalty
to Christ is not stronger than our loyal-
ty to our culture.

“One now committed to Southern
Bapiist life shudders to t{hink what
would happen if we required our mem-
bers to be more committed to Christ
than race, more committed to the uni-
versal church than to denomination, anc
more commitied to humanity ithan te
nationalism,” he said.

Rhodes declared it was high tims
Southern Baptists repent and declare a
divorce from the reason for their be-
ginning. (BP) ;

Powell Named to One-Year
Term as Campbellsville Head

J. F. Powell was elected president of
Campbellsville College for one year,
beginning August 1, 1968. He has been
serving as president of the school since
May 8, 1967.

A committee will be appointed to
nominate a candidate for president of
the college at the end of his term.

This action was taken in a special
meeting of the board of trustees of
Campbellsville ‘on Tuesday, April 2,
according to Everett Lee, secretary of
the board.



SBC Leaders Deplore King Assassination and Racism

BY THE BAPTIST PRESS

Numerous Southern Baptist leaders
throughout the mnation reacted with
shock, grief, dismay and repentence to
the assassination of Martin Luther King,
Jr., some calling for Souihern Baptists to
rcdouble efforts to deal with white ra-
cism in the souih.

Almost all Baptist leaders contacted
by Baptist Press, news service of the
Southern Baptist Convention, expressed
shock, grief and dismay at the murder
in Memphis, Tennessee, of the Negro
Civil Rights leader, one of ithe few Bap-
tists ever to win a Nobel Peace Prize.

In statements following King’s death,
several Baptist denominational leaders
and editors called on Southern Baptists
to repent of ithe sin of racism, and to
deal with the root causes that led to the
riots and demonstrations that brought
King to Memphis.

Southern Baptist Christian Life Com-
mission Secretary Foy Valentine urged
Baptists “to give ourselves in compass-

ion and patience to the things that make
for justice, love, understanding, recon-
ciliation and peace.”

Arthur B. Rutledge of Atlanta, execu-
tive secretary of the Home Mission
Board, stated, “I pray that this will stim-
ulate Southern Baptists to a new aware-
ness of our responsibility and opportun-
ity to help achieve a Christian solution
to the pressing human relaiions problem
of our day.”

The president of the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville,
Duke K. McCall, predicted that King’s
assassination would have an effect on
Congress, and force passage of a federal
open-housing law.

“Almost every time civil rights legis-
lation has been stalled in the federal
Congress, some extremist segregationist
action has pried it loose and has it back
on the road,” McCall observed. “There
is almost a feeling of providential pat-
tern to this thing.”

King had once spoken ai the seminary

families are no exception.

pastors within a few days.

Sincerely,
H. L. Dobbs

April and up to May 31, 1968.

AN OPEN LETTER
TO KENTUCKY BAPTIST LAYMEN

Within the past few months much has bezn written and spoken
concerning the increasing cost of health care—pariicularly those services
provided by our hospitals. Much of what has been said is true. Space
does not permit an explanation in detail of many factors that affect
the cost of hospital care. Suffice it to say that because of inflation and
rapid advances in medical care, hospital costs are likely to continue in-
creasing for an indefinite period of time.

Most industry and business today is providing for their employees a
program of fringe benefits such as life insurance, pension plans, hospitali-
zation, accident insurance, eic. Probably not one of these benefits touch-
es the lives of as many people as does the hospital-surgical plan. While the
local church congregation is not considered “businzss” or “industry,”
it still finds itself in somewhat the same position in regard to fringe ben-
efiis. Many churches are now stretching their budgets to provide both
salary increases and additional benefits.

After years of experience and observation, it has been noted that many
pastors and their families have suffered severe financial hardship because
of major illness. Pride does not permit them to seek assistance. from
the church. Without too much additional cost the church can now volun-
tarily provide them with some security against this type of catastrophe.
Prolonged illness may strike anyone at anytime and minisiers and their

There is a number of insurance companies offering retirement pro-
grams and health protection plans. The one most familiar to Baptists is
that of the Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention which
now has an arrangement with Blue Cross-Blue Shield wherein compre-
hensive hospital-surgical benefits may be secured by pastors and chur-
ches. It may even be tied in with the retirement program as a package.

Any Baptist church not having such a security program for its pas-
tor and employees should give the matter prompt and serious considera-
tion. Additional information will be mailed to all Baptist churches and

Executive Direcior
Hospital Commission of Kentucky Baptists

P.S. The present enrolment dates for the Health Benefit Plan are

where McCall is president in about 1960,
and McCall said that some Southern
Baptists “tried to punish” the seminary
for having listened to him.

Two Baptist editors praised King as a
great man in their editorials. “Ameri-
can history will rank him as one of the
great men of the c:zntury and Baptist
history eventually might pu: him along-
side Billy Graham as one of the few out-
standing Baptists of ihe mid-twentieth
century,” wrote editor C. R. Daley of
the Western Recorder.

Editor J. Terry Young of th= Califor-
nia. Southern Baptist called King “a
modern Moses leading his psople out of
bondage—into the promised land of free-
dom, equality and justice guaranteed
by the American constituiion.”

Editors and Baptisi leaders in the state
where King was pastor, and the state
where he died, likewise lamented his
death.

The president of the Tennessee Bap-
tist Convention, Wade Darby, pastor of
First Baptisi Church in Jefferson City,
called on Tennessee Baptists
“to join in a rededication to peace, bro-
therhood, and a cooperative effort in
the name of Christ to overcome the ills
of society that result in hatred and vio-
lence.” Darby is also chairman of the
SBC Christian Life Commission.

“I am stunnzd that it could happen in
our own state,” editor Richard Owen
of the Tennessez Baptist and Reflector
said, “but at the sam= time I realize
that it can happen anywherz that p=ople
forget God and beccmz dupes of the
devil.”

In Atlanta where Kingz lived, the edi-
tor of the Georgia Baptist Christian
Index, Jack U. Harwell, wrote that Geor-
gia Baptists ought to lead in rededication
to the causes for which h= died.

Harwell deplored the fact that on the
very night in which Dr. King was as-
sassinated in Meamphis, a movement
was being launched in Atlanta “to push
a candidate for President of the U.S.
whose every utterance and act epitomiz-
es the segregationist’s sins which Dr.
King gave his life to oppose.” (BP)

Lexington Avenue, Danville,
To Erect New Building

The Lexington Avenue Baptist
Church, Danville, had a ground-break-
ing service following the morning wor-
ship on Easter Sunday, April 14. Pastor
Austin Roberts was in charge of the
service, with the youngest and oldest
members of the church participating in
the ceremony.

The church has signed a contract
with the Eubank and Steele Construction
Company, Lexington, for slightly over
$392,000 for the new educational build-
ing.
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Memphis Ministers March and Preach for Racial Justice

The death of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
at Memphis, has prompted several
Southern Baptisi ministers to strong
words from the pulpit, and at least two
to march on City Hall in sympathy for
King and the striking sanitation work-
ers.

Therz was no way to determine how
many of ihe estimated 10,000 to 15,000
people who participated in the memorial
march on Monday, April 8, were Sou-
thern Baptists.

At least two Southern Baptist minis-
ters joinad in a march on the office of
Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb on Friday,
the day af.er King’s assassinaiion.

Brooks Ramsey, pastor of Second Bap-
tist Church in Memphis, said that he
and Bob Troutman, pastor of Prescott
Memorial Baptist Church, were the only
Southern Baptisi ministers who took
part in the march as far as he knew.

Troutman la*er said he was disturbed
by the silence of the white Baptist
leadership following XKing’s assassina-
tion. “I have waited to hear from men
I have respected and loved, bui I have
not heard a voice,” Troutman said.

He added that one pastor had called
him and said a group of his church
members had come to him and asked
him not to mention one thing about the
racial situation in the city, or else to re-
sign. “How tragic,” Troutman said,
“How tragic.”

Not all of the Southern Baptist pul-
pits in Memphis, however, were silent.
Several prominent Baptist ministers had

MEMPHIS MARCH—Brooks Ramsey, pastor
of Second Baptist Church in Memphis, was
one of two Southern Baptist ministers who
marched with about 300 others to the Mem-
phis City Hall the day following the murder
of Martin Luther King. They expressed sym-
pathy for the striking sanitation workers.

Baptists in Nation’s Capitol
Aid Victims of Riots and Fires

Fires raged within two blocks of the
Baptist Building that houses the District
of Columbia Baptist Convention and
the Bapiist World Alliance during the
recent rioting in the nation’s capital fol-
lowing the assassination of Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.

Store windows were smashed by loot-
ers within a block, but no damage was
done to the Bapiist Building or to the
churches in the city.

Across the city where the offices of
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs are located two blocks from the
U.S. Capitol, smoke from the inner-city
engulfed Capitol Hill.

On the Friday afternoon following the
assassination as the city began to burn
and as widespread looting ran rampant,
most government offices as well as those
of the Baptisi Building and the Baptist
Joint Committee closed two hours early.
Traffic jammed the streets almost to a
standstill.

The curfew imposed on the District
of Columbia closed churches on Sunday
night and caused a meeting of the Ex-
ecutive Board of the District of Colum-
bia Baptist Convention to be postponed.
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The churches of the city responded
to the crisis immediately. Already plans
were in the making by the churches to
help care for the thousands expected
later in April in Martin Luther King’s
“Poor People’s Campaign.”

Churches were opened for refugees
from their burning homes and as distri-
bution centers for food, clothing and
medical supplies.

The National Baptist Memorial Church
and the Calvary Baptist Church were
in the heart of the riot-torn areas. Na-
tional church in cooperation with a
Methodist, Presbyterian and Unitarian
Church already were engaged in a pro-
ject to minister to spiritual and physical
needs in the inner-city.

This project focused its activiiy at
the Calvary Methodist Church, which
served as a distribution center. Mem-
bers of the National Baptist manned the
operation, along wiih help from others.

The Calvary Baptist Church has a
regular day center in operation for
its immediate community. This church
distributed food and clothing to families
in connection with is center. (BP)

strong words concerning the King as-
sassination.

“The death of Dr. Martin Luther King
has brought shame and consternation to
all of us,” said Ramsey Pollard, pastor
of Bellevue Baptist Church and former
president of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention.

“Memphis has long been noted as a
city of good abode for men of all races,”
Pollard said. “In recent days that picture
has been rudely shattered.”

Pollard strongly condemned racism in
his Sunday morning sermon, but added
that both white and Negro citizens must
share the blame. “Racism is a two-way

_ street,” he said. “This ugly reality is not

the sole possession of either race. It
is a common curse.”

Ramsey, in a Sunday morning ser-
mon at Second Baptist Church, said he
felt a sense of “collective guilt” for the
murder of King, “even though I am not
personally responsible.”

Troutman, in a Sunday sermon, agreed
saying: “We might blame the gunman,
we might blame the striking sanitation
workers, we might blame the mayor—
but the truth is ithe blame is not there
alone, but on a society that had to create
a Martin Luther King in the first place
to speak against injusiice.”

Asked why he participated in the
march, Troutman replied: “I had just
had it. I think something has got to be
done. We need to decide as Southern
Baptist ministers if we are going to take
a stand. At least those who are willing
to put their ministry on the line should
say that they are willing to take a stand.

“I'm not trying to be a martyr or a
crusader, this is just the hour we live in
and I just wanted to do something
about it. I can’t hide any longer,” Trout-
man said.

Ramsey said he felt the march ‘“ex-
presses the deep feeling of the ministers
of this city of all denominations and of
all races concerning the tremendous
crisis in which we are engaged. I didn’t
come with all the answers, I came to
express my deep concern.”

The 100 minisiers participating in
the march prepared a statement to pre-
sent to Mayor Loeb, stating that the
crisis was caused by a deterioration of
human relations, by a lack of real
awareness of ‘“the desperate circum-
stances in which many of our fellow
citizens exist,” and by the lack of will to
put into action the Golden Rule.

The statement also urged the mayor
and City Council to find a solution to
the sanitation workers’ strike, including
union recognition and dues check-off
‘(automatic deduction of wunion dues
from pay checks).

Both Ramsey and Troutman said they
supported the statement, and felt that
although dues check-off, the biggest is-
sue of the strike, was not originally a
moral issue, it had become one. (BP)



Problems of Poverty and Prejudice
Tackled by Churches in Atlanta

About 200 Christian churches in At-
lania have made an urgent move to
exert leadership in the city’s attempt to
eliminate deeply-rooted problems that
could spark civil disorders.

The Christian Council of Metropolitan
Atlanta, which includes aboui 40 Baptist
churches in its 200-church membership,
asked Mayor Ivan Allen, Jr., to assemble
leadership in education, politics, business
and religion to work out immediate
steps toward alleviating problems of
race and poverty.

Vice-presideni Bill Geren, pastor of
Dogwood Hills Baptisti Church, said
“This is not just a moral position. This
is a direct effort to get religious lead-
ers involved with other community
leaders in specific action.”

One urgent necessity, according to the
council’s formal petition, is the matter
of housing. The petition read, in part:

“There must be a climate in which
every person will have equal opportun-
ity for housing that he can afford. There

must be an end {o discrimination against
qualified persons based on race, sex, age,
or handicap.”

Executive Director Harmon Moore
said one of ihe first moves will be for
the council to identify itself with and
support a campaign for opzn housing.

Moore said the council would identify
itself with and support a Chamber of
Commerce campaign for improved hous-
ing for the poor and would support
efforts to achieve equal educational op-
portuniiies.

As for the churches’ individual action,
Moore said: “We hope to build some
bridges from the resources of the su-
burban church to the human needs of
the city.”

Action that might follow include a
study of needs with other community
leadership, day care centers, job {rain-
ing, investmen's in low-income housing,
hzalth clinics and preaching and teach-
ing courses on understanding the prob-
lems of inner-city life, Moore said. (BP)
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Graham Archives

Walter Smyth (right), director of crusades
for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa-
ticn, Minneapolis, is pict'red with evangelism
rrofescor Kenneth Ch-~fin in front of the
lely (}r:h'm R~om at Sovthern Seminary,
Louisville. Smyth nrresented the official re-
cords of recent Gr h m crusades to the Sem-
inary; they will be added to the Billy Grahsm
Room in the seminary library, which has
been designated the official depository for
material about the famous evangelist.

More

Overseas Baptists

THEME SET, PLANS MADE,
FOR 1970 ASIA CRUSADE

The 1970 Asia Baptist Evangelistic
Crusade will be waged under the theme,
“New Life in Jesus Christ.”

The theme and many plans were
adopted during a conference held in
Hong Kong, February 27-29. Partici-
pants included national Baptist leaders,
missionaries, and Southern Baptist For-
eign Mission Board staff. War-torn
Vietnam and threatened  Korea were
among the 13 nations represented.

WINSTON CRAWLEY VISITS
MISSIONARIES IN VIETNAM

Winston Crawley, secretary for the
Orient for the Foreign Mission Board,
has just returned from a three-week
trip to the Orient which took him brief-
ly to Saigon, Vietnam, where he visited
with Southern Baptist missionary mern,
and later to Bangkok, Thailand, where
most of the missionary wives and chil-
dren of the Vietnam staff are tempo-
rarily located.

Crawley found Saigon returning to
normal except for the curfew and the
missionaries going about their work and
living as normally as is possible without
their families.

Ronald W. Fuller and Missionary
Journeyman James Bobo, who came
out of Vietnam with the wives and chil-
dren, were scheduled to go back to
Vietnam immediately.

While in Bangkok during March,
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Set Crusade, Start New Congregation

Crawley again saw some of the men
who had come over from Saigon for a
vigit with their families. From them he
got firsthand information about the {two
families who remained in Danang
throughout the recent North Vietnamese
offensive which exploded in most of the
maajor cities of South Vietnam in late
January.

The wives in Bangkok are comfort-
ably settled and have gotten their chil-
dren enrolled in the international school
there.

AMERICANS IN JAPAN
START SEVENTH CHURCH

An English-language Baptist church
was organized March 10 in the Zama
area near Tokyo, Japan. The congrega-
tion, composed mainly of U. S. military
per<onnel stationed in the vicinity, is

HERBERT C. CRALLE
FUNERAL HOME

Edwin R. Hillock, President
Wallace C. Hatler
Phone 893-5223
Frankfort and Peterson Avenue

Louisville. Kentucky

averaging more than 40 in attendance,
and $4,000 has been given toward the
purchase of church property.

The new church developed from a
mission started in 1965 by Kanto Plains
Baptist Church, an English-speaking
congregation.

The Zama church is the seventh Eng-
lish-language church related to South-
ern Baptist mission work in Japan.

GUAM IS “OPEN DOOR,”
SAYS SBC MISSIONARY

“Teachers have the only real open
dcor to the hearts of the people of
Guam,” says Louis E. McCzall, Southern
Baptist missionary preacher.

“If we had 100 dedicated and trained
Southern Baptist teachers to work for
the Lord in their profession here, it
would help us win Guam for the Lerd
in a decade,” he claims.

“Contract is for two years with hous-
ing provided at a very low rental rate.
Teachers can go back to the States for
the summer at government expense—
first-class air. Although two years of
experience is suggested for teachers in
Guam, the authorities do not hold fast
{o this requirement.

. “If T were a schoolteacher I would
jump at this chance {o go overseas and
work for the Lord,” McCall said.

Interested teachers should write im-
mediately to the Department of Educa-
tion, Government of Guam, Post Office
Box, Agana, Guam.
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Shepherdsville Churches Cooperate
To Meet Emergency Needs of Poor

BY GEORGE W. KNIGHT
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Baptist laymen and ministers in the
Shepherdsville area are cooperating with
members of five other denominaiions
to extend a helping hand to the poor in
their community.

Now in its third year of service in
this Kentucky town is an interdenomi-
national group known as the “Fellowship
of Concern.” Its purpose is io give
emergency financial aid to needy per-
sons in that area until they can be cared
for by the appropriate community and
welfare agencies.

Most of the churches in the Shep-
herdsville area are participating in the
venture. Other denominations besides
Baptist represented in the organization
include Methodist, Presbyterian, Cath-
olic, Christian and Church of God.

William Horrell of Shepherdsville, a
Presbyterian layman who is serving as
secretary of the group, assisted in draft-
ing the constitution for the Fellowship
of Concern more than two years ago.

“Many of the church people of Shep-
herdsville simply saw the need for an
organization such as this,” he pointed
out. “We had several needy citizens who
went from church to church, asking for
assistance; and we thought we could help
them more if we were organized.”

The main concern of the group is to
aid the unchurched poor of Shepherds-
ville, Horrell said. The Fellowship of
Concern feels that those needy persons
who are members of Shepherdsville-
area churches should be assisted by
their own congregations, he pointed out.

The group meets on the first Thursday
evening in each month at a different
church io review the requests for emer-
gency financial assistance that have been
received. Some needy persons are dis-
covered not by direct application but
by leads from concerned persons in the
community. All these leads and requests
are discussed at the monthly meeting.

Two members of the Fellowship of
Concern are assigned to each “case.”
Together they visit the family or needy
individual to see if they are actually
in need of financial assistance. These
two members are empowered to give
immediate aid up to a certain amount.
Any family with a continuing, long-term
need for necessities such as food, cloth-
ing and fuel are referred to the appro-
priate welfare agencies in the Shep-
herdsville area.

Since the interdenominational organi-
zation was established, it has spent
about $1,000 for emergency aid io needy
families in the small Kentucky town.
Most of this has gone for food and fuel.

Raising funds for the Fellowship of
Concern has become a community pro-
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ject. Money for its cause is donated by
individuals and businesses. Most of the
churches of Shepherdsville receive an
offering for the cause at their annual
Thanksgiving services.

Members of the group are now talking
about expanding the organization to
include a counseling service. The min-
islers of Shepherdsville have been
asked if they would give their time to
counsel with unchurched persons who
might be referred to them by physicians,
the police, or the courts. In addition to
helping with the financial needs of the
poor, this projected plan would allow
the Fellowship of Concern to deal with
such social problems as alcoholism,
divorce and juvenile deliquency.

Baptists of the Shepherdsville area
have been involved in the project from
ite beginning. At least five Baptist
churches in the area, including the First
Baptist Church of Shepherdsville, are
participaiing in the program.

The first two chairmen of the group
have been Baptist laymen. They are
James Mann, immediate past chairman,
and Norman Troutman, who was elected
new chairman last fall. Troutman is a
chiropractor at Shepherdsville and a
deacon at Bullitt Lick Baptist Church.

Another ““Vine” Award

“The Vine,” documentary film on the life
of Christ preduced by the SBC Radio-TV
Commission, has been selected by the Cath-
olic Broadcasters Association for its an-
nual “Gabriel” award. Judges for the Cath-
olic broadcasters competition named the film
the best television program in its category
produced in 1967 by an agency of a religious
organization other than Catholic.

Priority for Urban

Crisis in SBC

Programs Urged by Baptist Editor

A Southern Baptist state paper edi-
tor has suggested that some convention
projects may have to be shelved tempo-
rarily while the denomination concen-
trates energies and resources on the
urban crisis.

Editor Marse Grant of the Biblical
Recorder in North Carolina cited the
decision by the Presbyterian Church in
the U. S. (Southern) to earmark $227,-
500 to fight causes of race riots in big
city ghettoes, and then wrote:

“We would like to see Southern Bap-
tists take bold steps in similar directions.
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It may be that a good program like
Project 500 will have to wait while
efforts are directed to the urban crises.
Southern Baptists could give a million
dollars as easily as the Presbyterians
gave $227,500.”

Reacting to the editorial, Home Mis-
sion Board Executive Secretary Arthur
B. Rutledge said the Home Mission
Board “probably will spend between
$1,000,000 and- $1,500,000 in inner-city
areas.”

Out of the Christian Social Ministries
program budget alone, about $500,000
will be spent in support of personnel
and institutions in inner-city areas
across the nation.

Work with National Baptists, lan-
guage missions and metropolitan mis-
sions also are programs of the Home
Mission Board that include ministries
and funds directed at crowded inner-
city life, Rutledge said.

Victor Glass, director of work with
National Baptists, said Baptist state con-
ventions and many individual churches
had constructive efforts aimed at ghetto
problems. He cited the growing resolve
of downtown churches to stay down-
town and minister. (BP)
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5,000 Friends for Kentucky Southern

Dear Editor:

It was nearly 10 years ago when we
were members of another denomination
that we were asked to make a pledge
to XKentucky Southern College—then
only a dream.

We became so interested in a church
that recognized the need of a small
church college in Louisville that we
eventually joined a Baptist congregation.

Ten years later the Jewish Vocational
Guidance Center recommended that we
send our only son to a small church-re-
lated college! We visited three colleges.
After weighing all factors carefully, he
chose Kentucky Southern and entered in
September, 1967. He lives on campus,
likes the dormitory system, and is quite
pleased and impressed with its high
caliber faculty.

What happened in November, 1967,
need not be reviewed, but it did irre-
parable damage to the college. The stu-
dents sent out an SOS which prevented
a merger with the University of Louis-
ville. This is in no way a reflection on
the University of Louisville. It is a very
fine university. But there are many
students that do better in a smaller
college. The student’s SOS success re-
ceived nation-wide publicity and re-
sponse—and generated a school spirit
unequaled—anywhere.

Now the trustees and parents of these
students are asking for 5,000 friends to
pledge $10.00 a month for five years.
(Not really $10.00 because it is tax
deductible.)

There are over 125 Baptist churches in
the yellow pages of the phone book; a
little division soon gives the answer to
how few members in each church could
help Kentucky Southern have 5,000
friends. In return the doors of the col-
lege union building are open and will

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS
Prices to satisfy every preference and need

PARKING

AIR
CONDITIONED AREAS

149
1310 S. BRECKINRIDGE

Phone 6343628
PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE
" Louisville, Kentucky .

Funeral Burial i
Members: National Selected Morticians by invitation

LANE
Phone 896-0349

continue to be for cutural activities. It
is an investment for the present as well
as for the future.

For over 600 students—parents and
friends that are working, praying and
pledging—we’re asking you, as an indi-
vidual, a businessman, a company, a
Sunday School class or church group, to
help these young people keep this an in-
dependent Christian institution.

Even though it isn’t affiliated with
the Kentucky Baptist Convention any
longer, it will always be the college the
Baptists started. Let’s prove that in a
city of nearly 1,000,000 people, the Bap-
tists still have a heart and 5,000 friends.
Louisville, Ky. Eleanor C. Wilhoyte

Taxing Church Property
Dear Editor:

Your March 28, 1968, editorial ex-
ploring the thought of taxing church
property will probably fall on deaf ears.
I agree wholeheartedly that such pro-
perty used either partly or solely for
commercial purposes should be taxed.
This, no doubt, would help a great deal
to enlarge our tax base in many cities
and thus provide needed revenue.

The problem of convincing our legis-
lators to introduce and support such a
bill is almost insurmountable. With a
concerned and informed public, how-
ever, this might be overcome.

The majority of Christians in our na-
tion took no active part in constructive-
ly attempting to find solutions to the
race issue at its most crucial hour. Per-
haps we will recognize this inequitable
aspect of society and alter it.

Louisville, Ky. Ed Frahme

Mrs. J. S. Woodward Elected
New State WMU President

Mrs. J. S. Woodward of Lexington
was elected new president of the Wo-
man’s Missionary Union of Kentucky
during that group’s recent annual con-
vention at Hopkinsville.

As president she succeeds Mrs. W. R.
White of Cadiz.

Other officers of the group for 1968-69
include Mrs. H. C. Randall of Colum-
bia, recording secretary; and Mrs. W. H.
Jaegle of Louisville, treasurer.

Georgetown Alumni Award

Goes To Chester Badgett

J. Chester Badgett, pastor of the
Campbellsville, Kentucky, Baptisi
Church, was included among the five
alumni of Georgetown College who
were honored with achievement awards
during exercises ai the Baptist school on
April 16.

Other Georgetonians receiving
awards at the first annual Alumni Vis-
itation Day were Allen Trout, retired
political reporter for the Louisville
Courier-Journal; Joe Stone, vice-presi-

% i dent of Southern
Bell Telephone, At-
lanta; Louise Dud-
ley, teacher at Ste-
phens College, Co-
lumbia, Missouri;
and the late Mrs.
Katherine Kemper.

J. Chester Bad-
gett, a 1936 alumnus
of Georgetown, has

Badgett been pastor of the
Campbellsville church for almost 20
years. A member of the board of trus-
tees of the Foreign Mission Board,
Richmond, Virginia, he served as chair-
man of that group for two years.

He served as president of
the Kentucky Baptist Convention during
1963 and 1964.

Georgetown College Staffers to Direct Tours

Two staff members of Georgetown
College will direct tours of Europe and
the Middle East this summer.

President Robert L. Mills will lead
a tour of Europe and the Middle East,
with particular emphasis on points of

interest in the Holy Land, from July 17

The Pilgrimage to the Bible Lands
June 5-26, 1968

Dr. George K. Schweitzer of Knox-
ville, Tennessee, tour leader and Bible
teacher. Visiting Jerusalem, Bethle-
hem, Jericho, Hebron, Galilee, Tyre,
Sidon, Rome, Athens, Corinth, and
more. For a free brochure write
Wheaton Travel, Box 804, Wheaton,
Illinois 60187.
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through August 14. Included in his tour
group will be the Wordmasters, George-
town’s choral speaking organization,
which will appear on the program of
the Baptist World Youth Congress in
Berne, Swiizerland.

Professor Ruth Longacre of Lexington,
teacher of Latin at the college, will di-
rect a 40-day tour devoted entirely to
Europe from June 7 through July 17.

This will be Mills’ third tour of Eur-
ope and the Middle East in recent years.
In 1963 his travels took him completely
around the world. More recently he
visited Europe and Africa to attend con-
ferences on men’s work of the Baptist
World Alliance. He is chairman of this
work for the Alliance.
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Coop Program Sunday

Sunday, April 21, is the time most
Southern Baptist churches will use to
observe a day of prayer for and infor-
maiion about our world Baptist missions
cffort—the Cooperative Program.

Special assembly programs will be
given in the departmen’s, classes, un-
ions and circles of the church. Many
pastors will preach on the Great Com-
mission and related missionary themes.
The Bible is a missionary book. Jesus
is God’s great missionary. The New Test-
ament church is a missionary church.
By our Lord’s command, every Christian
is a world wiiness.

Some churches, particularly those
which do not give regularly through the
Cooperative Program, will take a spe-
cial offering on the day the pastor
preaches on our Baptist world mission
program. Such offerings should be sent
to the treasurer, Keniucky Baptist Con-
vention, Middletown, Kentucky 40243,
and marked for “Cooperative Program.”

Mar.in Luther King, Jr.

This natjon — and our world — was
stunned and saddened by the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King, Jr., in Mem-
phis. A Baptisi minister and the son of
a Baptist minister in Atlanta, he was
this generation’s apostle of non-violence
in his crusade for civil rights for Ne-
groes and all groups.

In 1964 he received the Nobel Peace
Prize tor his efforts and Christian lead-
ership. His brothzr, A. D. Williams King,
is a Baptist pastor in Louisville. All
Keniucky Baptists will mourn his un-
timely death and perhaps further dedi-
cate themselves to the Christian princi-
ples for which he lived so fully.

This is a time for national repentence,
for forbearance, for forgiveness, for re-
straint, for understanding, for justice,
for cooperation, for love—Chrisi’s kind
of love.

“This is my commandment, that ye
love one another, as I have loved you”
(John 15:12).

Yarold G Smdere,

April 18, 1968

A Sacrifice for a Brazilian Church

Mrs. Dona Nair and
her son and daughter
pause in front of the
First Baptist Church in
Volta Redonda, Brazil,
which is equipped
with 20 new pews she
provided. Her husband,
who is not a member
of the congregation,
opposes all giving to
the church, so she took
in washing to earn
money to pay for the
pews. The gift was a
complete surprise to
the SBC missionary
pastor Harold E. Ren-
frow and other mem-
bers of the church.
“Sacrifice of this type
makes our work
as missionaries seem
small in comparison,”
said Renfrow.

Caudill, Fite Enter Fourth Year
As Prisoners of Cuban Government

Southern Baptist missionaries Her-
bert Caudill and David Fite quietly en-
tered iheir fourth year as prisoners of
ihe Cuban govern-
ment on April 8.

Arthur B. Rut-
ledge of the Sou-
thern Baptist Mis-
sion Board at At-
lanta asked that
Christians in the
United States con-
tinue to pray for the
two missionar-

. ies, who were ar-
Caudill rested on April 8,
1965, along with 40 Cuban Baptist pas-
tors, and eventually convicied on illegal
currency exchange charges.

At last report, Caudill, 64, remained
under house arrest. He was released
to the custody of his Havana home a

TOUR
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$1,098
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4

Limited Space

" Write:
- ELDRED M. TAYLOR
128 N. Main, Somerset 42501

year ago to seek medical attention for
a detached retina.

An eye surgeon from the U.S. was per-
mitted to enter the country and perform
an operation on Caudill. Recovery ap-
parently has gone well.

Fite, 35, Caudill’s son-in-law, appar-
ently is still in prison but working out-
doors and remaining in good health.

Caudill, who had besn a missionary in
Cuba for 35 years, was sentenced to 10
years in prison. Fite, who had been
teaching at the Baptist Theological In-
stitute in Havana, was sentenced to six
years.

Mrs. Caudill and David’s wife, Mar-
garet, and their three children remain
in Cuba. They are allowed regularly
scheduled visits to their husbands. (BP)

ASSIFIED ADVERTISING

RATE: 10 cents per word. figure or initial
Cash with order except on contract adver-
tising. Minimum charge $2.00. Copy dead-
line ten days before publication date.

PONTIACS AND CHEVROLETS. also all
makes used cars and trucks Call BILL
WIGGINS, Cooke Pontiac. Fifth and York,
Louisville, 589-95151. Residence, 895-3724.

ALUMINUM SIDING, ROOFING, storm win-
dows and doors, guttering and awnings. All
guaranteed. Call J. W. Colville, 368-1100.
4320 Crittenden Drive. Louisville, Kentucky
40208.

BAPTIST RADIO PROGRAM needs sponsor
Interested person may write The Pastor’s
Study, Box 3, Falmouth, Ky. Phone 654-8139

FOR SALE—Wick'’s two-manual pipe organ.
Nine ranks. Deagan harp. Attractively
%)ri(l-{ed. Write Box 239, Williamsburg, Ken-
ucky.
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By H. C. Chiles

(These Lessons for April 28, 1968)

INTERNATIONAL SERIES

THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM

Throughout the book of Proverbs God
repeatedly stressed the tremendous im-
portance of gaining wisdom. He made
it clear that one may be an encyclo-
pedia of information and yet lack the
wisdom to apply that knowledge to life.
Knowledge comes by learning, but wis-
dom, which is far greater, comes by rev-
elation or as a gift from God.

God’s Word says, “Wisdom is the prin-
ciple thing; therefore get wisdom: and
with all thy getting get understanding”
(Proverbs 4:7). “For wisdom is better
than rubies; and all the things that
may be desired are not to be compared
to it” (Proverbs 8:11).

A proverb contains the essence of
good sense spoken or written by one
person, but easily recognized by many.
The collection of the proverbs record-
ed in this book is much like the instruc-
tions of a father to his son, but the
truths set forth therein are applicable
to all who seek to do God’s will. Of
course, the easiest and best time to ac-
quire wisdom is in youth, but the pur-
suit thereof should be lifelong.

Proverbs 1:2-7

One purpose of Proverbs is the im-
partation of wisdom to people, teaching
themm how to apply the principles of
righteousness, justice and equity in deal-
ing with their fellowmen. Wisdom is
the ability to distinguish between the
right and the wrong, the true and the
false and the honorable and the shame-
ful.

The beginning of wisdom consisis of a
willingness to learn to discriminate be-
tween values, to give heed to the truth,
and to pursue the right course without
deviation. One can never become wise
without a readiness to listen to God,
Who is the source of all real wisdom,
and to be governed by Him. From God
we learn why we are here, what we
should do, and where we are going. A
person who is truly wise never ceases
to acquire more wisdom.

Proverbs 3:5-8

Some professing Christians live in the
wrong manner and then, when under
pressure, turn to God and ask Him for
wisdom and direction in the making of
some vital decision. Let us receive God’s
truth and appropriate it in such a man-
ner that it will color our thoughts, mold
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our characters and influence our con-
duct.

I. A Plea

“Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart.” Literally, the word ‘“trusi”
means “to lean upon” or “to depend
on.” Trust conveys the idea that one
is conscious of his weakness and
therefore turns to the Lord for sup-
port. He wants us {o have the same
loving confidence in Him that a child
reposes in his parents. We are told
here how to trust—“with all thine
heart.” “Heart” here refers to ihe
seat of the affections.

II. A Prohibition
“Lean not unto thine own unders and-
ing.” Nothing is more fickle and
frail than our own understanding
and that is why we are admonished

to distrust it. Instead of leaning upon
our own undersianding, we should
surrender 1o the divine authority,
submit to the divine providence and
power, obey the divine commands,
and depend on the divine promises.

III. A Percept

“In all thy ways aknowledge Him”
Our Lord is to be acknowledged in
all the details of life. He is worthy
of being acknowledged with the su-
preme affection of our hearts, the
complete homage of our intellects,
and the unswerving loyalty of our
lives.

IV. A Promise

“And he shall direct thy paths.” If
we acknowledge God in all things,
He will direct our paths. Our attitude
toward and response to this condi-
tion will mark the difference be-
tween yieldedness to God’s will and
rebellion against it, happiness and
unhappiness, viciory and defeat.

LIFE AND WORK SERIES

WRITTEN FOR OUR OBEDIENCE

God’s commandments and laws were
given for man’s benefit. It is not diffi-
cult for us to learn what these com-
mandments and laws were. We have the
liberty to obey or to disobey them, but
Wwe cannot escape the consequences if we
are disobedient. “We ought to obey
God” (Acts 5:29). Since obedience is an
imperative principle of life, the believ-
er is obligated to obey God because God
demands and deserves obedience. Our
obedience to Him must be intelligent,
intentional and immediate.

Deou’'eronomy 31: 9-13

Having written the law for God,
Moses delivered it into the hands of the

Lee E. Cralle Co.
Funeral Home
LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President
PHONE
634-3646 ° 634-3647
1330 South Third Street

Louisville, Ky.

priests and elders, who were the relig-
ious leaders, for its preservaiion and
perusal. It is very important that these
leaders have the law of God in their
possession. He charged them to read the
law before all the people of Israel when
they assembled at the annual Feast of
Tabernacles, even though they had been
required to study, meditate upon and
teach it in their homes. Reading this
law and obeying it would enable them
to overcome sin.

Matthew 7: 24-29

One of the amazing things about the
preaching of Christ was how He could
make so clear the eternal truths of God
with such commonplace illustrations.
For example, He showed that building
your life is like building a house. Christ
here iold about two men who were im-
pressed with the need of building a
house.

The sensible man built his house upon
the rock, the foolish man built his
house upon the sand. Externally both
houses appeared to be well built and
comfortable.

It is not without significance that
the main difference in these two build-
ings was out of sight, under the ground.
The stability of any house depends ulti-
mately on the solidity or strength of its
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foundation. If the foundation be faully,
no maiter how good the malerials of
which it is composed or how reliable the
workmanship of those engaged in its
construction, it will not stand the test
of time.

It is thrilling to ncie Christ’s descrip-
tion of the testing of the house which
was built upon the rock. Neither the
floods nor the winds had any ill effec's
upon the house which was built on the
solid rock. In contrast with this house
was the onz which was built on the

sand by the thoughtless and shortsight-
ed man, who apparenily believed thai
one foundation was as good as another.
Christ censured him for his stupidity
and lack of good judgment.

All of us are builders. Fach of us is
engaged in building the house of life.
All of the inclinations of the heart, the
impulses on which we procezd, the
thoughis of the mind, the decisions that
we make, the words of the lips, and the
acts of the life add their quota 1o the
structure of character.

Kentucky Campus Minister Named
A Trustee of National Society

Dwight K. Lyons, Baptist campus
minister at Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity, Richmond, was named a national
trustee of Pi Tau Chi—national honor
society in religion—during the recent
annual convention of that group in
Athens, Alabama.

Another national honor which Lyons
received recently was inclusion in the
1967 edition of Outstanding Civic Lead-
ers of America. This annual biograph-
ical compilation honors persons who
have achieved “outstanding ability, ac-
complishments and services to commun-
ity, country and profession.”

The Kentucky Baptist campus min-
ister, who has served at Eastern since
1961, is serving currently as chairman
of a scriplure distribution project in
Madison County.

Volunteers in the

campaign, schedu'led

X7 for September and

3 October, will place

20,000 copies of the

American Bible So-

‘ ciety translalion,

Lyons “Good News for
Modern Man” in Madison County homes.

All of us have a choice of founda-
tions. Only the person who builds on
the righi foundation is equipped to meet
whatever life may bring. No matter
how well it is constructed, or how at-
tractive its appearance, any structure
is unsafe if it has a poor foundation.
The foundation of life is likewise all
imporiant. If one builds his life on
the shifiing sands of the opinions and
philosophies of men, it will crash when
the raging storms of care, temptation
and sorrow surge around it.

Rock is a symbol of Christ, and sand
is a symbol of anything except Him. A
life built on anything except Christ will
crumble and fall when the testings come,
as they most assuredly will.

All foundations will be tested. Soon-
cr or later the winds of adversity batter
us. The dreary, drenching rains of sick-
ness, suffering and sorrow get us down.
The floods of disaster, calamity or be-
reavement overwhelm us. The differ-
ence between people is not the measure
of adversity which comes to them, but
how they handle it when it comes.

Only those who build on Christ, who
is the only foundation on which a Chris-
tian life can be built, are prepared to
meet whalever life brings. In the day
of testing, the important thing will be
what fruits you have borne in your
daily life of obedience to the expressed
will of Christ.
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Moody Named Acting President
Of New Florida Baptist College

Jess Moody, pastor of First Bapitist
Church in Wesi Palm Beach, Florida,
has been named acting president of the
proposed Florida Baptist College in thai
city.

Moody assumed the position effective
April 1 in addition to his duties as pas-
tor of the First Baptist Church. He said
he would serve in this capacity as long
as the campus for the proposed Baptist
school remains on the property of the
church.

In other major action, the trustees of
the proposed school voted to change the
name of the college to Palm Beach At-
laniic College, and to seczk affiliation
with the Palm Lake Baptist Association
rather than the Florida Baptist Conven-
tion.

The trustees also elected John Carter,
former president of Campbellsville Col-
lege in Kentucky, as executive vice-

presideni, and Warren Jones, former
president of Union University, Jackson,
Tennessee, as coordinator of curriculum
and acting dean.

Moody said that he would serve as
acting president at a salary of $1.00 per
year “as long as the college is on the
campus of the First Baptist Church.”

The new acting presideni said that the
plans now call for establishing a four-
year liberal ar.s college, opening with
freshman classes next fall. He added
that the school hopes to offer ocean-
ographic or pre-oceanographic studies,
hence the word ‘“Atlantic” in the pro-
posed new name.

Moody said that ihe name did not in-
clude the word Baptist bzcause they did
not want people to assume this was an
institution of the Florida Baptist Con-
vention. (BP)

FEATURING PAST EVENTS FROM THE FILES OF THE WESTERN RECORDER

10 YEARS AGO
April 17, 1958

Courts Redford, executive secretary
of the Home Mission Board, Atlanta,
was the author of an article in the
Western Recorder entitled “Should the
Downtown Church Move Out?”

“The downtown church cannot move
oui,” Redford said. “It must adapt its
program to minister to those who live
in the area and who come to its house
of worship for succor and help.”

Campbellsville College announced it
had organized a drive to raise sufficient
funds to make the school a four-year in-
stitution. President John M. Carier said
at least $250,000 was needed for an en-
dowment fund and to enlarge the library
and science buildings.

25 YEARS AGO
April 25, 1943

Editor John D. Freeman complained
about the movement toward more and
more liquor advertisements on the radio.
“What can the citizens do when their
homes are invaded by the liquor trust
with such flagrant disregard of decency,
propriety and individual rights?” he ask-
ed. “They can at the present, turn off
their radios and refuse to allow the bla-
tant diatribes of the announcer, paid
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richly for the bits of time, to be given
enirance into iheir homes.”

50 YEARS AGO
April 18, 1918

Editor J. W. Porter scolded Kentucky
Baptists for not giving sufficient support
to their schools.

“While it is true Kentucky Bapiists
have led all the States in contributions
to the seminary (Southern Seminary at
Louisville), they have fallen far short
in their duiy to their other schools,”
Porter said. “Apart from the seminary,
there is not a Baptist school in the state
that has even a reasonable—much less
a sufficient—endowment.”
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