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DECEMBER 19, 1968 

Two thousand years ago a star led three Wise Men across 
countless miles to the side of the Christ Child. Today our guiding 
star is God's Word, the Bible, which chronicles the life of the 
child Jesus. In this Christmas season may our star lead us closer 
to the side of the Saviour, Jesus, the Christ . 



BETHLEHEM, K entuck y, community 
churches will present their annual 
"Christmas in Bethlehem", a living Na­
tivity scene depicting the birth of Jesus 
in a stable, on December 22-25. The 
scene may be seen from 6:30-9 :30 p.m. 
each night at Bethlehem on Highway 22 
in H enry County. 

CUMBERLAND COLLEGE recently 
announced the new officers for their 
Alumni Association . Elected pr esident 
of the organization was J erry Hayner of 
Knox ville, Tennessee. Chosen vice­
p resid ent was Ha rold P atterson of Cum­
berland. 

TWELFTH STREET Ba pt ist Church, 
Paducah, recently called L . Jack Cr is­
well as pastor. A native of Tennessee, 
he has served as pastor of the Maple­
wood Baptist Church of Par is, Tennes­
see, since 1961. Cr iswell plans to assume 
his new duties December 29 . 

MR. AND MRS. BOB WAKEFIELD, 
missionaries to Malaysia, now on f ur­
lough in the United Sta tes, spent the 
week of November 18-25 tour ing Ken­
tucky. During tha t time he spoke to 
churches in the Louisville area , to 
classes a t Southern Seminary , and to 
churches in the Bowling Green area. 
Burton Memorial Church in Bowling 
Green, where his brother is pastor, w as 
one of the churches to hear the mis­
sionary . A third brother is a mission­
ary to the Philippines. 

WORKERS WITH THE MENTALLY 
RETARDED will meet in Nashville 
February 24-28, 1969, fo r the third an­
nual seminar on the mentally retarded , 
sponsored by the Sunday School Board . 
Specialists in m ental reta, da tion from 
the areas of psychology, sociology, medi­
cine, theology and education will par­
ticipate. Persons inter ested can receive 
additional information about the con­
fer ence by writing to Mrs. Doris Mon­
roe at the Sunday School Board , 127 
Ninth A venue Nor th, Nashville 37203. 

REV. AND MRS. ABRAHAM BERRY 
of Greensburg w ill be honored at a re ­
ception given by their children Decem ­
ber 29 . In honor of t heir 50th wedding 
anniversary, the r eception w ill be held 
a t the Ber ry home, 411 Henry Stree t , 
Greensburg, between 2:00 and 4:00 p .m . 
CST. All of the Ber ry friends are in ­
vited to att end. 

HILLCREST BAPTIST C H U R C H, 
Lexington, recently honored their pas­
tor , Donald B . White, and his family at 
a Thanksgiving Supper held November 
26. The church was honoring their pas­
tor for 11 years of service . A spokesman 
for the congregation said, "Though the 
church is grateful for the physical 
growth during the past 11 years, such 
as a new pastor;um and additional edu­
cation space, the deeper appreciation of 
the people of Hillcrest comes from the 
bond of unity, love and concern which 
prevails among us." White is also com­
pleting his second term as moderator 
of the Elkhorn Baptist Association . 

J. V. CARLISLE has been added to 
the staff of the Crescent Hill Baptist 
Church, Louisville, in the capacity of in­
terim minister of visitation. Four years 
ago, he served the church as business 
manager. 

A RESOLUTION OF RESPECT has 
been adopted by the Monterey Baptist 
Church to the memory of Mrs. Jennie 
Mae Stevens who died October 4, 1968. 
The resolution commended Mrs. Stevens 
for her participation in her church, 
Woman's Missionary Society, and com­
munity affairs . 

HIGHLAND BAPTIST C H U R C H, 
Louisville, recently honored Joseph Cal­
la way and his wife with a special din­
ner in their honor. The occasion was 
the return of the Callaways from sev­
eral months of archaeological digging 
at the Old Testament site of Ai in 
Jordan . The Callaways are members of 
the Highland Church where they both 
teach Sunday School in the department 
which sponsored the dinner. He is an 
archaeology professor at Southern Semi­
nary. 

A "NEW LIFE CRUSADE" in the 
Philippines has resulted in more than 
420 professions of fa ith during the firs t 
five days. Southern Baptist Missionary 
W . A. Solesbee commented, "The thought 
which staggers some of us is this : If 
Southern Baptists can so pray that our 
Lord will pour out his Holy Spirit in 
this marvelous and thrilling way to har­
vest hundreds of souls in just a few 
days, what would He do if we all so 
prayed all the time ?" The Crusade is 
scheduled to run for one month . 

GEORGETOWN COLLEGE recently 
rece;ved a new American flag to fly on 
its campus. The flag at one time flew 
over the United States Capitol accord­
ing to a letter from the Architect of the 
Capitol, J. George Stewart. Arrange­
ments for receiving the flag were made 
by Student Body President Martin An­
derson. 

HARDIN - SIMMONS University , a 
Baptist School in Texas, has received a 
microbiological laboratory donated by 
John H . Brewer, a retired scientist with 
an international reputation . A graduate 
of the University, Brewer now works in 
sterilization of U . S . Space craft and is 
a member of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency committee on radiation 
sterilization. In his retirement, Brewer 
will serve as special lecturer and r e­
searcher for Hardin-Simmons. 

INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST SEMI­
NARY, Buenos Aires, Argentina, gradu­
ated 22 students at its commencement 
exercises November 15. More than 1,000 
persons attended the exercises for the 
students who will serve in Argentina, 
Uruguay, Paraguay, and Bolivia. 
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Still No 
by WilJiam J. Sullivan 

It h ad been nearly 2,000 years since he 
had been to earth. They were probably 
more civilized now. 

Besides, he had gone as a Jew before. 
• It may have been a mistake to go as a 
member of a minority race. He would 
go this time as a black man. This time 
he would be accepted for the majority 
of earth 's people were colored. 

Then, too, he had visited a pagan 
world , but now he was to visit America , 
1he most civilized nation in the world. 
There could be no hostility now. These 

• people proudly wore his name. 

H e flew through space until a faint 
light came into view. How utterly small 
and insignificant the planet earth . There 
had been questions back home as to how 
he could love the inhabitants of such 
an obscure cosmic speck of dust. 

Room 
The beggar continued , "Do you see 

that church on the corner. Tomorrow is 
Sunday. The people will gather and sing 
carols concerning the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem. The preacher will tell the 
story of God sending his Son to earth ." 

"Will they let anyone attend ?" the 
stranger asked. 

The beggar looked into his black face , 
and then replied, "You better ask at the 
door." 

The damp night air in the park ha d 
chilled him to the bone. He was glad 
to see the morning sun. The people had 
begun to come to the church . How happy . 
they seemed to be. Many were in shiny 
new cars, and most were in beautiful 
clothes. He had seen them buying them 
in the stores yesterday . 

He began walking slowly to the 
church. He was ashamed of his rumpled 
suit, but maybe they would be too busy 

to not ice. B esides, he had seen one or 
tw o others who were not dressed so fine. 

He could not wait to tell the usher 
w ho s tood by the door that it was his 
bir th Jhey were celebrating today. How 
good it felt to be loved so much by so 
many. He could hear the choir singing, 
"O How I Love Jesus ." The usher smiled 
and warmly greeted everyone at the 
door . "He will warmly shake m y hand," 
the stranger thought to himself. 

Suddenly, the usher looked his way. 
The smile quickly faded from his face. 
He had a mingled look of fear and 
anger. His lips began to quiver. The 
stranger smiled and asked politely, "May 
I come in?" The usher glanced quickly 
into the church, and as he slammed the 
door the stranger heard him say, "Ther e 's 
no more room, n igger." 

He slowly turned and walked a way. 
As he passed the beggar in the park, he 
thought he heard him say, " I guess I 
·came too early. I'll w a it another 2,000 
years. Maybe then there will be r oom." 

His feet touched the sidewalk just 
outside the shopping center. Ahead he 
could see hundreds of persons darting 
in a nd out of stores. Everyone seemed 
so happy. In front of a large department 
s!ore sat a funny looking man in a red 
suit. Scores of children were clamoring 
to get to him. Blaring from a loud­
speaker overhead were the words of 
a song, "Here comes Santa Claus, here 
come .... " He wondered who Santa 
Claus might be. 

Executive Board Holds December Meet 

He had heard they celebrated his own 
birthday at this Eeason of the year. It 
was December 24. He decided to stop 
in a s1ore and ask, but people were so 
busy buying and selling, he could get 
no one's attention. 

He walked back into the street. The 
night was cold, and he was tired from 
his journey. He would look for an inn. 
Ahead he saw a sign which read, "Sleep­
ing Rooms." Under it flashed the word 
"Vacancy." He walked into the lobby 
and up to the desk. The clerk was busy 
at his work. At first he did not notice 
the stranger. Politely he asked, ·"May 
I have a room. I'm so very tired." With­
out look;ng up, the clerk pushed the 
register under his nose to sign. Then, 
looking up for the first time, he slowly 
closed the book and said, " I'm sorry 
·stranger. We've never had any room 
for you." 

In· bewilderment he stumbled out, and 
- wearily made his way to the park across 
the street. Here he sat down beside a 
man poorly dressed . He asked the beg­
gar if they celebrated Christ's birthday 
here. The beggar laughed heartily, "You 
must be a stranger here on earth," he 
replied. "Of course 1hey do. They call 
it Christmas. It 's the only time of the 
year I get a good meal. " 

William J . Sullivan i s pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of B enton , 
K entucky . 

,_Decem ber 19, _19 68 _ 

The Executive Board of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention in its regular De­
cember meeting, December 5-6 , gave 
special recognition to Training Union 
Secretary James H . Whaley, Sr., for 15 
years of service. The board also heard 
the report of Executive Secretary Harold 
Sanders and organized for its work dur­
ing the coming year. 

Whaley honored 
Whaley was honored at a testimonial _ 

dinner at Boone Lodge on December 
5th. Those evaluating Whaley's work 
included Executive Secretary Harold 
Sanders, Wendell Romans, Eldon Boone,. 
Mickey Martin and Stanley Howell. 
Romans is Mt. Washington Baptist pas:.. 
1or, and Howell, now with the Sunday 
School Board in Nashv.,lle, is a former 
associate of Whaley in the , Ke!")tuckY, 
Baptist Training Union Department. 
Bocne "nd Martin are associates with 
Whaley now. 

Whaley is ·a · nati.ve of Georgia. He 
was a business man before entering full~ 
time religious work. H e is a graduate 
of New Orleans Baptist Semina·ry and 
w as an associate in the Alabama Baptist 
Training Union department . for thr ee 
years before becoming Ti.·a ining Union 
secretary in Kentucky in 1953 . • • • 

He is married to the former Wilma 
Coburn who is also a New -Orleans 
Seminary gradua te. The Wh aleys have 
three children. 

Executive Board organizes 
The board on Thursday aft ernoon 

heard the Executive Secre tar y's report -
and organize d for its-work. The board 's 
nominating committee's report w as ac­
cepted and Board Chairman J. T. Miller 
named the chairman of the various com­
mittees of the board . 

Those selected included Robert _W. Ivy, 

assembly and camps ; J. Chester Badgett, 
campu s ministries; Thomas Steele, 
Christian education; William Y. Sanders, 
·Christian life ; Winn T. Barr, denomina­
tional cooperation ; D. E . Jones, finance ; 
Carl Sears, nominating; Eldred M. Tay­
lor, operating and • Allen W . Gra ves, 
program. 

These chairmen along with Conven­
tion President J. T . Miller, First Vice 
President Jack Sanford, Second Vice 
President John A Wood and Executive 
Secretary Harold Sanders, ex officio, 
constitute the administrative committee. 
Sanford was named chairman of this 
administrative committee. 

The various committees met on Thurs­
day night and reported to the board on 
Friday morning. • 

Miscellaneous business 
In miscellaneous business a motion 

was made by William Holladay, Center­
tow n'," to put the Executive Board on 
record expressing concern for language 
used in the· Georgetown ·College student 
publica tion and the fai lure of the ad­
ministration and tr ustees to exercise 
needed discipline in the matter. Th e 
board ta bled the matter until the next 
meeting in · May, 1969, iri order to give 
the Georgetown administration and trus­
tees time to handle the matter. 

A motion by Orion Bell , III, LaCenter , 
for reconsideration of the Board action 
in November , calling for compulsory 
retirement of board employees at the age 
of 65 failed . 

The Board meeting was climaxed by 
a presentation of the Crusade of the 
Americas in Kentucky and in Toledo, 
Ohio, w here Kentucky Baptists will help 
in an evangelistic campaign _ in July . 
Wayne Dehoney, Crusade Coordinator 
fo i· North America, delive red t he in­
spira tional address on the crnsade. 
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Public Schools Are Threatened 

The contribution of the public school system to 
American life is inestimable. It is really unique in all 
the world and has helped America outstrip all other 
nations in progress. 

One danger in such a blessing is that we tend to 
assume we will always have it. This is not necessarily 
so. Indeed, there are disturbing trends today that may 
lead to a weakening and a decline in the quality and 
contribution of public schools in America. 

The disturbing development relates to the use of 
public funds in private and parochial elementary and 
high schools. These schools until recent years were 
on their own and had to pay their own way entirely. 
Not so today! 

Private and parochial schools today share more and 
more in tax funds. The channeling of public funds 
into these schools is on the basis of what is known as 
the child benefit theory. 

This theory holds that public funds can be used to 
benefit the pupils in parochial schools providing they 
don't benefit the schools themselves. We can thank 
the Johnson administration for coming up with this 
scheme after Presidenit Kennedy •had -held ,the Hne 
even under pressure from his own churchmen. 

First there came public funds for school lunches, 
medical examination services and such for parochial 
pupils. Then came the famous legislation which pro­
vided special equipment, laboratories, library books, 
etc., for parochial schools. Technically it's all on 
loan to the schools but the benefit is the same. 

Now comes the lately publicized shared time plan 
in Louisville schools and in Nelson County schools. 
In this plan in Louisville public school teachers paid 
entirely with public funds teach parochial school 
pupils certain subjects in parochial school classrooms. 
And the Kentucky attorney general indicates it's 
constitutional in his opinion. 

Certainly no one should want to deprive any child 
of his privilege of public school education and all 
children including Catholic children have always been 
welcomed in public schools. But to provide public 
school teachers for instruction in parochial schools is 
another matter. 

Such a precedent of using public funds for private 
or parochial pupils has disastrous possibilities. Sup-
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pose, for example, Baptists in America should estab­
lish enough elementary and high schools to accommo­
date their children and should demand public school 
teachers to come to Baptist schools in Baptist build­
ings to teach nonreligious subjects. 

Suppose other denominations did the same thing. 
This is more than a supposition in some cases. There 
are Church of Christ high schools in more than one 
state in operation now and a report has it a wealthy 
Church of Christ layman is interested in sponsoring 
a chain of such schools in an adjoining state. 

Suppose further that all private elementary and 
high schools, started for more excellent academic 
programs or even to avoid desegregation as the case 
is in some places, should demand tax funds on the 
basis of the child benefit theory. 

Where would all this leave the public schools? It 
would leave them depleted funds as a result of in­
creased tax support of private and parochial schools. 
It would also leave for them only those students not 
wanting to get in or not wanted in private or church 
related schools. Thus public schools would be left 
with limited funds and the unwanted students. This 
could lead only to their becoming the inferior rather 
than the superior schools they have been historically. 

Such an eventuality should be considered before 
we all join in the ecumenical spirit and the love every­
body attitude today which tolerates anything and 
questions nothing. 

The Kentucky attorney general's opinion on the 
shared time plans now in use in Louisville and in 
Nelson County should not be taken as final. The con­
stitutionality of these plans should be tested all the 
way, if necessary, to the Supreme Court. The public 
school 1aUJthorities involved showld ,ail.so be cha[lenged 
by ,the tax payers who •are concerned for continued 
strong public schools for all American ,children. 

Next week there will be no WESTERN RE­
CORDER printed. Our mailing permit allows 50 
mailings per year. Our custom is not to print an 
issue for Christmas week and one week in July. 
The next WESTERN RECORDER you receive 
will be dated January 2, 1969. 
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Our Thanks And Holiday Wishes 
Our mailing permit calls for 50 issues a year and 

since this one makes 50 for 1968, this will be our last 
issue until next year. It is the desire of all of us who 
work in producing the Western Recorder to express 
gratitude to our readers and to give assurance of a 
sincere prayer for a blessed and happy Christmas and 
New Year season for all of you. 

ful than those who are always complimentary. 
Among our blessings this year was the coming of 

Bob Terry as assistant editor. For Bob and his wife, 
Eleanor, it was a special year. Their first child, a son 
named Bobby Brent, was born on December 7th. 

The year ahead is one of the most critical ones for 
Kentucky Baptists since I have been in denomina­
tional work, in my opinion. Our devotion to God, our 
commitment to His task for us and our love for one 
another are our only hope. Will you join us in praying 
and working in this spirit? 

It has been a happy year of ministry for all of us 
here. Our readers have been generous and gracious. 
They have been helpful in many ways including the 
critical observations. Sometimes critics are more help-

Four Kentucky Couples 
Appointed Missionaries 
At December Meeting 

T wo "pioneers" in the field of recrea­
tion in Southern Baptist churches, Rev. 
and Mrs . Robert V. Myers of Louisville, 
were employed on December 5 by the 
Foreign Mission Board as missionary 
associates for the Bahamas, where he 
expects to establish and direct a Baptist 
camp a nd conference facility . 

Currently minister of r ecreation in 
Crescent Hill Baptist Church and ad­
junct professor of recreation, camps, and 
retr eats at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Mr. Myers told the Board that 
his work in recent years has provided 
an opportunity not only to demonstrate 
recreation in mission but to teach future 
church leaders the value of ministry 
through fun at camps. 

Through his work as vice-president 
of the Christian Camp and Conference 
Association , Inter national, Mr. Myers 
came in contact w ith hundreds of camp 
leaders from many countries. " I was 
shaken into awareness that God might 
want my family and me to serve in 
camping and recreation in foreign mis­
sions," he explained. "Three years ago 
I prayed, 'Lord, put me in missions.' 
Now I see that God has engineered our 
circumstances beyond our dreams and 
fitted us for being a part of his pur­
poses in the Bahamas." 

Rev. a nd Mrs . John C. Sanderson of 
Hopkinsville will find years of expe­
r iences in camp counseling and summer 
mission work helpful when they begin 
their new work on a Caribbean island. 
They were appointed missionaries to 
T r inidad on December 5 by the South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 

Currently pastor of Casky Baptist 
Church, Hopkinsville, Mr. Sanderson 
expects to serve as camp director. 

Born in Detr oit, Michigan, he grew up 
in Mayfield and Murray, Kentucky. Mrs. 
Sanderson, the former Hannah Trigg, is 
a Kentuckian. Born in Frankfort, she 
grew up in Middletown. 

December 19, 1968 

KENTUCKIANS APPOINTED-Appointed by the Foreign Mission Board at their 
December meeting were, from left to right, first row, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Jones, 
Louisville, East Africa; Mr. and Mrs. Vernon L. Moore, Plant City, Florida, 
Malaysia; second row, Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Myers, Louisville, Bahamas; Mr. 
and Mrs. John C. Sanderson, Hopkinsville, Trinidad. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sanderson are graduates 
of Murray (Ky.) State University, he 
with the bachelor of arts degree and she 
with the bachelor of science degree in 
elementary education. 

A graduate of Southern Seminary, he 
has served as pastor of the Hill Top 
Chapel, Jackson, and Bethany Baptist 
Church, Sturgis. 

Rev. and Mrs. Thomas A. Jones, Sr., 
of Louisville, were appointed mission­
aries to East Africa on December 5 by 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board. He recently gave up his position 
as engineer with a chemical products 
manufacturer in Parkersburg, West Vir­
ginia, to enroll in Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, in Louisville. 

Mr. Jones expects to serve as business 
manager for the Baptist Mission of East 

Africa (Kenya and Tanzania ). He will 
assist missionaries by serving as liaison 
between them and government officials, 
making travel arrangements, order ing 
equipment, and attending to myriad 
other details. 

Rev. and Mrs. Vernon L. Moore, na­
tives of Louisville, Kentucky, and Hills­
dale, New Jersey, were employed by 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board on December 5 as missionary 
associates to Malaysia. Now pastor of 
Whitehurst Road Baptist Church, Plant 
City, he expects to preach and to assist 
in the development of churches overseas. 

Mr. Moore pastored First B a p t i s t 
Church, Hilliard, Florida, Hopewell Bap­
tist Church, Plant City, and Washington 
Avenue Baptist Church, Johnston City , 
Illinois, prior to his current pastorate. 

5 



• 
• 

• 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES 

(These Lessons for December 29, 1968) 

A New Heaven And A New Earth 
This lesson assures us that in His own 

good time God w ill see to it that His 
eternal purpose in Christ is carried to its 
ultimate consummation . 

The New Creation 
Revelation 21:3-7 

In these wonderful verses we are 
given a splendid description of the great 
happiness which is in store fo r th e 
children of God in their future abode. 
As children of God and follow ers of 
Christ, we are looking for ward with 
gr eat anticipation to that day when we 
shall be delivered not only from the 
penalty of sin and the power of s;n , but 
also from its very pre!':ence. 

As Christians we are looking forward 
to that great day when we shall enter 
upon our inheritance and dr ink to the 
full from the fountain of the water of 
life. Then, the desire of our he3rts will 
be realized fully . No longer will we be 
plagued by the temptations and evil 
machinations of Sa ta n and his emis­
saries. All of the former things, which 
have caused us so much pain, sorrow 
and dist ress , will have passed away. We 
will have entered upon a new state 
wher ein dwelleth righteousness and 
peace. 

In a wor ld of sin, suffering and sor­
row, such as the one in which we now 
reside, these blessed words fall like an 
indescribable ·benediction on a multi­
tude of human souls which are weary 
with the march of life. The abolition of 
sickness, suffering and sorrow is not an 
idle dream but an absolute reality : These 
glorious w ords from the eternal God 
have been the comfort of His people 
dur ing their darkest hours. They are to 
be believed and relied upon as we jour ­
ney through this life, for nothing can 
prevent their fulfillment . Life in heaven 
w ill be transformed, revitalized and 
made new through the power of Him 
Who said, "Behold, I make all things 
new." 

The New City 
Revelation 21 :22-27 

For a full description of this celestial 
city one should r ead the twenty-first 
and twenty-second chapters of Revela­
tion. Even though one may not be able 
to understand a nd to explain all of. th e 
symbolism recorded there in, he is made 
to rejoice in th e wonders of the place to 
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which by God's grace he, as a Christian , 
is going. 

There will not b2 any need of a 
temple, a place which has been dedi­
c3ted and set apart for God's habitation , 
in this new and holy city because the 
presence and all-pervasive glory of the 
Lord will make the plac2 a sanctuary. 
Neither will there be any need of the 
run or the moon for He Who is now the 
1 ;ght of th e world will then illu:ninatc 
the ce'estial city. The eternal and in­
cffab!e God will man ;f ~st Himself in the 
Lamb Who is the light of the city . Then, 
as now, the inv;sib'.e Goel will become 
vi f ibl e only in th 2 person of our Lord 
J esus Christ. 

The Last Invi a'ion 
Re velaticn 22:17 

Reminiscent of the Saviour's :nvita­
t'ons: "Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wice cast out," and "If any man 
thirst , let him come unto me , and drink," 
John penned this last clear and urgent 
in vitation in the Bible calling unbeliev­
c-rs to r: pent a nd believe on Christ . 

LIFE AND WORK SERIES 

The Best Is 
The Book of isaiah presents the Mes­

siah in the role of Servant of the Lord. 
In this . capacity He· rendered • an in­
valuable service to both the Lord and 
people. 

The Mighty One 
Isaiah 42:1-4 

"Behold my servant!" Let all hearken 
and attend to the One here revealed, 
Who was endowed with God's spirit, 
anointed for a holy and arduous task, 
and sent to teach the ways of God to 
the people of the world. The prophet 
was speaking of Christ as the servant 
of the Lord, Whom the Father chose, 
called and commissioned. His primary 
task w as the redemption of His people, 
and this assignment was carried out dili­
gently and faithfully. 

Both as man and as Mediator Christ 
•. was strengthened by the Father, so that 
He did not fall under the weight of the 

. sins of the people or of the wrath of 
God . With the Lamb of God , th e Medi -

This is a call to come to Christ and 
be saved. There has never been an- . 
other call so vast in its circumference, 
so intense in its earnestness, so inclu­
sive in its scope nor rn earnest in its 
appeal. The blessing offered is "the 
water of life." To take the water of life 
means that you are born into God's 
family and become a partaker of the 
divine nature. This gre3t offer to tho1:e 
who will come to Christ includes salva­
t 'on , satisfaction and safety. 

From whom <lees this invitation come? 
It comes from the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit convicts, invites, woos and draws 
people to God. The church joins the 
Holy Spirit in the call to all who arc 
lost. She is at her best when she is try­
ing earnestly to win the lost to Christ. 
T l- e call also comes from the individual 
Christian-"Let him that heareth say, 
Come." It is both the mission and the 
duty of the saved to say to the lost, 
"Come." This call comes from Christ, 
Who said , "Him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out. " 

Yet To Be 
ator between God and man, and the Re­
deemer and Saviour of the people, the 
Father was delighted. He was well­
pleased with what He did as His servant, 
with the sacrifices which He made with 
the righteousness which He wrought out, 
and with the effective manner in which 
He reconciled men unto Him. 

Our Lord might have adopted the 
violent method of the w arrior, or the 
disputatious and contentious method of 
the noisy agitators who terrorized others 
by their denunciations and threats, but 
instead He chose the quiet, peaceful and 
spiritual method. He spoke in the gentle 
voice of calm serenity and reasonable 
persuasion. Incarnating quiet strength, 
He lived His life, did His work, spoke 
the truth , bore His sorrows and blessed 
many. 

When the lives cif men are bruised by 
temptations, sins, afflictions and sor ­
rows, the Lord does not throw them 
away, but He mends or repa irs them . 
He holds out the scepter of Hi s gr ace to 
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them, st renglhe1Js,. supp_orts _and _uph.olcli; __ 
• th~m . with the right haricl ' of His righF:; ' 
• eousness: 

The Messiah 
Isaiah 61 :l-2a 

In these words Isaiah was describing 
in p°art the ministry of the ·Messiah. This . 
passage definitely referred to Christ. We 
know this because our Lord read these 
words on one occasion and then said, 
"This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ea rs" ( Luke 4 :21) . By His own 
interpretation our Lord applied these 
veri,es directly to Himself. 

Following His entrance upon His pub­
lic -ministry and His remarkable victory 
over Satan through the use of God's 
Word, our Lord came at length to the 
small town of Nazareth, where He had 
been reared. There He intended to make 
known the way of life to His own 
townspeople. 

Since there were no regular speakers 
in the synagogue, those in charge desig­
nated some competent and honorable 
person to conduct the services. It was • 
the custom that when a distinguished · 
visitor was present the one in charge of 
the service would invite him to read the 
Scriptures, and then deliver any message 
he might have for the people. Such an 
invitation was extended to Christ, and, 
always alert to embrace every oppor­
tunity to speak to the people, He readily 
accepted the invitation. 

When Christ stood to read , the scroll 
of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 
Him. Turning to the sixty-first chapter, 
He read these verses which declared 
God's purpose to send the Messiah to 
preach the gospel to the poor, to heal 
the brokenhearted, to preach deliver­
ance to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are bruised, and to preach the ac~ 
ceptable year of the Lord. He abruptly 
stopped reading in the middle of verse 
two, which had to do with His work as 
Saviour only, sat down and made the 
explicit and startling declaration that 
Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled in_ Him. 

The Mission 
Isaiah 61 :2b-4, 10-11 

Had our Lord read any farther He 
could not have given the explanation 
which He did then. He simply left the 
next sentence for future application, as 
His second coming will usher in "the 
day of vengeance of our Goel." The 
time of grace and mercy is called th_e 
"acceptable year," while the period of 
judgment is called the "day of ven­
geance," implying that the period of 
mercy is much longer than that of 
wrath. The "clay of vengeance," is yet 
to be. When Christ came to earth the 
first time the grace of Goel that bring­
eth salvation appeared. When He re­
turns He will take vengeance upon the 
ungodly. The portion of this passage 
which Christ did not read publicly that 
day remains to be fulfilled at His second 
coming. 

December 19, 1968 

STUDENT NIGHT-"'l'o· ·Make Him .Known" is the theme of the 1968 Student 
Night at Christmas program in Southern Baptist churches. Thousands _of studen_ts 
will share in telling of their experiences· in campus life during special worship 
services December 29, 1968. BSSB 

DECEMBER 22-DAY OF PRAYER 
FOR PEACE 

The Sunday befoi:e Christmas, Decem­
ber 22nd, has been named as a Day of 
Prayer for Peace by the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention. 

It is hoped that every church in Ken­
tucky will take appropriate notice of this 
opportunity to pray for this war-torn 
world. : Certainly Christmas, celebrating 
the birth . ·of our Lord, . Jesus. Christ, as 
the Prince of Peace, is a wonderful time 
to pray for reconciliation among men. 

This recommendation .came to us froin . 
the Christian Lifo -Committee, Wm. Y. 
Sanders, chairman. He is pastor of the 
Evergreen Baptist Church, Frankfort. 

Furthermore, this intention to make 
December 22 a Day of Prayer For Peace 
has been shared with the .state. executive 
secretaries and editors 0£ .the .. various 
Baptist state conventions _= . hoping that • 
others of our fellow Baptists may join 
with us in this undertaking of inter­
cession. 

Christmas greetings to you 
I take this . opportunity -.to • extend 

wa1:m Cfo;istmas :gi·eetings to you and 
yours during the season ·j ust before us. 
This action is not . only personal, but on 

behalf of President J. T . Mille r and the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

Every Christmas the Christian world 
takes new hope in. the conquest of love 
over hate, joy over· sorrow, peace over 
strife. • It is a day on which we should 
dedicate ourselves to the Christ, to his 
purposes in the earth, to His churches 
arid the mission causes in His name. 

The weary; heavy - laden, hopeless 
worid longs for a knowledge of the Son 
of God who " taketh away the sin of 
the World." 

Disillusioned people of all ages yearn 
for . the living presence of Him who 
•·came that they might have life, and 
that they might have ·it more a bund­
antly'! (John 10:10) . 

A world embroiled in strife, torn and 
twisted in mind by cold wars and tor n 
and twisted in both body and mind b y 
the actual · w a rs on the earth , look for 
the present coming in power of J esus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace. 

"Publish glad tidings, 
Tidings of Peace, 

Tidings of Jesus, 
Redemption a nd release." 

7 
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Sermon Contest Slated on 1969-70 
Offered SBC Theme, $150 Award 

third merits $50. F ive honorable men­
tion awards are slated at $25 each . 

A committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Inter-Agency Council has 
announced plans for contest for the best 
sermon on the 1969- 70 SBC theme, "Liv ­
ing the Spir it of Christ in Belief and 
Relevance. " 

The contest will be open to any South­
ern Baptist "sermonizer or would-be 
sermonizer", including both ministers 
and laymen. Deadline for entry is March 
31, 1969. 

Purpose of the contest, according to a 
three-man subcommittee of the SBC 70 
Onward Comm ittee is to "encourage the 
widest possible concern abou t the sig­
nificant implications of the theme, "Liv­
ing th e Spirit of Christ in Belief an d 
Relevance." 

Decision concerning awards will be 
made at th e t ime of the 1969 Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

First place award in the contest will 
be $150. Second place wins $100, and 

Sermons should be 1,500 to 2,000 
words in length, including outlines in ­
corporated into the written material. 

Entries should be typed, double spaced 
in 8½ x 11 w h ite paper, and mailed to 
the 70 Onward Committee, Room 104 , 
460 James Robertson Parkway, Nash­
ville, Tennessee 37219. (BP) 

JOINT EVANGELISTIC 
CONFERENCE 

Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Leighton Ford 
General Association of Baptists in Kentucky Joe Ann Shelton 

January 20-22, 1969 

ALUMNI CHAPEL 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Campus 

Louisville 
Duke McCall 

SPECIAL MUSIC BY: 

MISS JOE ANN SHELTON 
THREE CONCERTS 

SOUTHERN SEMINARY CHOIR 

GREEN STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
LOUISVILLE 

Kelly Smith CONFERENCES PLANNED 

16 

CONFERENCES 
Evangelism and Music 
Evangelism in the Sunday School 
Evangelism and Spiritual Growth 
Evangelism and the Helping 

Ministries 
Evangelism on the Campus 

RESOURCE PERSON 
P hillip Landgrave 
Ernest Loessner 
Allen Graves 

Gene Thompson 
Nathan Por ter 

Earl Peacock 

Ken Chafin 

CONVENER 
Eugene Quinn 
Roy Boatwright 
James Whaley 

C. R. Daley 
Chester Durham 

WESTERN RECORDER 

1,-_ 
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