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The Woman’s Missionary Union will hold its an-
nual convention this year at the Glasgow Baptist
Church, Glasgow. Dates for the meeting are April
1-3. Host pastor H. Curtis Erwin joins Glasgow
WMU Director Mrs. Cecil Wilson in extending to
all a warm Kentucky welcome.




FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Mayfield,
has adopted a resolution to the memory
of the late Gus C. Covington, a deacon
in that church for 46 years. Covington
was described as “one whose life was
a real symbol of Christianity.”

FRED S. ROTH, minister of education

at Central Baptist Church, Corbin, has

- resigned. Health reasons and increasing

responsibility at Cumberland College,

where he is head of the religious edu-

cation department, were cited as reasons
for the resignation.

THOMAS J. POWELL was ordained
to the gospel ministry by the Briensburg
Baptist Church of the Blood River
Association on March 2. Powell, a stu-
dent at Georgetown College, was re-
cently called as pastor of the Riverview
Baptist Church in Berry.

BAPTIST STUDENT UNION Choir of
Georgetown College left Friday, March
21, for a choir tour of five Northeastern
states. The 45-voice volunteer choir will
present the folk musical “Good News”
in Ohio, Michigan, New York and Penn-
sylvania.

BAPTIST STUDENT UNION Choir of
Southeast Missouri State College will
present the folk musical “Good News‘ on
Channel 12, KFVS-TV, Cape Girardeau,
Missouri, April 5 at 1:30 p.m. The tele-
cast can be seen in western portions
of Kentucky.

BETHLEHEM BAPTIST CHURCH,
Louisville, has begun a special effort to
reach unchurched teenagers. At 8:00
a.m. each Sunday morning the church
sponsors a Youth Happening on WAKY
radio in Louisville. Because the station
features pop music Pastor Ercil Barker
said, “We believe our audience is largely
teens. We hope to reach them with the
good news of Christ.”

THREE STUDY COURSE BOOKS.
Three new study course books have
been released by Convention Press, the
publishing arm of the convention for
material specifically for Southern Bap-
tists. Two of the books are for young
people. They are A Call To Contempo-
rary Discipleship by John H. McClana-
han and No Greater Challenge by Wil-
liam M. Pinson, Jr. The third book is
for adults. It is Daring Discipleship by
Charles A. Trentham.

" GLEANINGS FROM THE FIELD.

ARNOLD MOXLEY, pastor of the
Smallhous Baptist Church, provides the
following corrections to a recent Western
Recorder news release. Moxley reports
that he was licensed by the Macedonia
Baptist Church of Breckinridge Associa-
tion instead of serving as its pastor and
that for the past two years while living
in Fordsville he has served the Friend-
ship Baptist Church instead of the Ola-

-ton Baptist Church.

MISS BARBARA JEAN ELDER, a
ati S

Boston, Virginia, has
been named assist-
ant dean of women
at Cumberland Col-
lege. She has been
working in that
position since the
first of the year. A
graduate of New
Orleans Baptist
Theological Sem i-
nary, Miss Elder
worked with the

Miss Elder Louisiana Baptist

Convention before accepting the Cum-

berland College position.

LOTTIE MOON Christmas Offering
(as of March 13) totaled $11,730,175.45.
This is $406,034.75 more than had been
received by approximately the same
date last year. Books on the 1968 offer-
ing remain open until May 1.

GEORGETOWN COLLEGE alumni of
the decade from 1920-1930 are making
plans for their third reunion at the
school’s commencement on Friday and
Saturday, May 16-17. The 11 graduating
classes have given the name DEKA
Georgetown College to the reunioning
organization.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of Whitley
City has adopted a resolution expressing
appreciation for the leadership of their
pastor William Goodan. The resolution
took special note of his contribution in
the building program recently com-
pleted. Goodan has been pastor at Whit-
ley City for 10 years.

BRUNER’S CHAPEL Baptist Church
of Harrodsburg recently voted to build
a new sanctuary. The new building is
expected to cost $105,000 and seat 500
persons. The old sanctuary has been
razed and excavation work begun. Com-
pletion date is set for October 1. The
church is currently meeting in Rose Hill
Elementary School. Ernest Carpenter is
pastor.

“MASTERCONTROL” a program pro-
duced by the SBC Radio and Television
Commission has been awarded the
George Washington Honor Medal from
the Freedom’s Fcoundation. The honor
came for a special 1968 Independence
Day program aired by “MasterControl.”

WEST LIBERTY Baptist Church re-
cently completed a community-wide
survey. G. R. Pendergraph of the
Church Development department of the
convention assisted Pastor James E.
Casey by making maps for the workers.
Pendergraph also taught the book of
Isaiah for the church.

TWO PASTORS who recently died
have been memoralized in resolutions
by the Pulaski County Baptist Associa-
tion. They are Elmer Hyden, pastor of
the Malvin Hill Baptist Church, and
Odell Sears, pastor of the Acorn Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. Hyden died
on February 15 and Sears on February 1.
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“The least Nigeria expects the U.S.

‘to do is to maintain strict neutrality in

the military aspect of the civil war.
There can be no objection to any efforts
to give relief to civilian war victims on
both sides of the conflict. Unfortu-
nately, many outside governments have
acted as if there are war victims only
in the rebel-held areas of the East Cen-
tral State. We do hope that time will bear
out the strict neutrality of the U.S. in
the Nigerian conflict. And that nothing
will be done at this crucial period of our
history to mar the traditional friendship
between Nigeria and the United States.”

This calm and reasonable statement
was published as part of an editorial in
the Daily Times, for February 25, 1969.
This is one of the finest and most in-
fluential newspapers published in Ni-
geria. It usually reflects the official
position of the Nigerian government.
Under the heading “Maintain strict
neutrality,” the editorial quoted with
approval from a diplomatic note which
has recently been sent by President
Nixon to General Gowon, head of the
Nigerian government.

President Nixon stated: “The efforts
of outside governments to expand re-
lief are greatly complicated by the
political and military issues that divide

The Nigerian Situation

the contestants. Unfortunately, the hu-
manitarian urge to feed the starving has
ccome enmeshed in those issues and
stands in danger of interpretation by
the parties as a form of intervention.”

Strict neutrality is the position which
the Foreign Mission Board has sought
to maintain since that portion of Ni-
geria formerly known as the “Eastern
Region” declared its independence in
May, 1967, and took the name “Biafra.”
As had been anticipated, federal troops
were sent to quell the rebellion and pre-
vent the secession of what is officially
called in Nigeria the “East Central
State.”

In the unfortiunate civil war which
ensued there have been heavy casualties
on both sides, and serious food shortages
have developed in the embattled areas.
Numerous stories have appeared in the
daily press and in secular magazines in
America describing the plight of chil-
dren and innocent civilians who are
slowly starving because of the lack of
adequate diet in the war-torn areas.

Many of these stories have been writ-
ten by journalists who visited only the
rebel-held territory and who in some
cases wrote of Biafra as though it were
an independent nation recognized by the
United Nations and the world at large.
They thus seemed to take sides passively
in a political struggle which is in the
process of being settled on the battle-

March 27, 1969

field. They also tended to overlook the
heavy war casualties and the need for
widespread relief in federal-held areas,
in many cases recently recaptured from
the Biafrans, constituting a much larger
area than that which is now held by the
secessionists.

True to the Baptist tradition of the
separation of church and state and con-
sistent with its own policy of neutrality
on political and military issues, the
Foreign Mission Board has refused to
become involved in this very complicated
political problem and has insisted upon
seeking to give relief to civilian war
victims on both sides of the conflict.

It has been extremely difficult to get
food and relief supplies into Biafra it-
self, because the rebel territory has been
completely encircled by federal troops
and all supplies had to be flown in
under hazardous conditions. The Inter-
national Red Cross and various Chris-
tian and philanthropic organizations
have sought repeatedly to negotiate for
the opening of a land corridor through
which relief materials might be trans-
ported, but thus far no agreement has
been reached because of possible mili-
tary implications in the use of such a
corridor. The Foreign Mission Board has
sent some aid through the limited chan-

nels which are available, and it stands
ready to do far more in relief work as
soon as there is some type of settlement
or whenever a broad corridor can be
opened through negotiations.

Meantime, the need for relief in the
arzas formerly held by Biafran troops
but now firmly under the control of
Nigerian forces has multiplied manyfold.
The area originally claimed by Biafra
was approximately 29,000 square miles.
Little by little this has been recaptured
until, according to the best estimates
available, the B:iafrans now hold not
more than about 3,000 square miles. The
remainder of the territory is gradually
being brought back to normalcy under
the established Nigerian government, and
permission is being granted for mission-
aries and other relief workers to enter
the arca that has been devastated by
war.

A rellef team composed of Rev. and
Mrs. Urban L. Green, Miss Josephine
Scaggs, and Miss Emogene Harris took
up residence at Port Harcourt about the
middle of February. From there they
will carry on relief activities, hoping to
reach as far as Ahoada and Joinkrama,
former Baptist mission stations which
were held temporarily by Biafran troops
but have been liberated.

There will also be nezd fer extensive
relief operations in the arcas around
Enugu, Nsukka, and Onitsha as soon as

conditions in these cities are sufficiently
normalized to permit missionaries and
other relief workers to enter. The pri-
mary need will be food and drugs. Later
there will undoubtedly be a need for re-
pairing schools and church buildings
which were damaged during the ex-
change of fire or which suffered during
periods when normal activities had to
be suspended because of the war emer-
gency.

The civil war is now confirmed to a
very limited area in the eastern section
of Nigeria. Baptist work is strongly
concentrated in the Western State and
portions of the North. In much of Ni-
geria life goes on as usual, and the
activities of churches and schools and
hospitals have been unhampered by the
troubles in the East. There are about 500
organized Baptist churches and over
1,000 mission points, with about 78,000
church members, the vast majority of
whom are not involved in this internal
conflict. They too wish to bring relief to
the suffering, furnish food for the hun-
gry, and do anything possible to bring
an end to this unfortunate civil strife.
Baptist missionaries are cooperating
with Nigerian Baptists through the Ni-
gerian Baptist Convention in planning
and projecting relief activities in all the

by H. Cornell Goerner
Secretary for Africa, Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board

areas which are accessible.

As loyal and patriotic citizens of Ni-
geria, many Nigerian Baptists are ines-
capably involved in this critical pericd
in the life of their nation. Some have
friends and relatives in the armed forces.
Many are deeply concerned to preserve
the unity of Nigeria and prevent any
possible disintegration which might be
stimulated by the secession of one state
or a fragment of one state.

The leadership of the Nigerian Bap-
tist Convention is earnestly seeking to
preserve the unity of that organization
and serve as a means of reconciliation
when groups that were formerly on op-
posite sides can once again be brought
together. This has recently taken place
in areas recaptured by federal Nigerian
troops, bringing about a reunion of Bap-
tist people who had formerly becn sepa-
rated by the conflict.

Southern Baptist missionaries in Ni-
geria, as visitors within that country,
have characteristically avoided involve-
ment in local political issues, although
of course their sympathies are with the
people with whom they live and work.
The Foreign Misson Board has attempt-
ed to preserve its position of complete
neutrality, and sceks to serve as a chan-
nel for meeting human need, feeding the
hungry, and saving the lives of the inno-
cent, wherever possible.



DALEYZSZ - OBSERVATIONS

President Criswell And The Bible Professors

Baptists are not reluctant to do battle on most any
issue, but nothing can start a Baptist hassle quicker
than conflicting views on interpreting the Bible. The
latest little controversy in this area is over Southern
Baptist Convention President W. A. Criswell’s book,
“Why I Preach That The Bible Is Literally True”, and
the promotion of it by the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board.

The Association of Bible Professors, which is made
up of most of the Bible teachers in Southern Baptist
colleges and seminaries, reacted strongly against the
advertisement of Criswell’s book which appeared in
many Baptist publications. They claim it was made
to appear that the position expressed in Criswell’s
book is the official position of the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board. Now as a result of their pro-
test, the professors are being clobbered and accused
by some fellow Baptists of undermining the inspira-
tion of the Bible.

What is to be said on this matter? For one thing
the Sunday School Board deserves criticism for its
advertising approach on this book. In this case as
in too many others, commercialism is the determining
factor in Sunday School Board merchandising policies.
Integrity has been sacrificed at times for popular
approval and selling success.

There is no one Southern Baptist approved ap-
proach to interpreting the Scriptures. Baptists have
always stood for the Bible as true and completely
trustworthy, but have not attempted to make official
any view of inspiration or interpretation.

Dr. Criswell defends what he calls the literal truth
of the Bible. The vast majority of Baptist college and
seminary teachers uses the historical-critical approach
to the study of Scripture. They believe and love the
Bible no less than Criswell does but they are con-
vinced the application of scientific methods to the
study of the Scriptures does honor rather than dis-
honor to God and makes possible a clearer under-
standing of what the Scriptures actually say. And
they are right. The object of such study is not to
deny inspiration but to appreciate it more.

Now if Criswell and the professors sat down to

discuss the Bible they would no doubt differ in some
interpretations as many Baptists would. At the same
time they would most likely be in fundamental agree-
ment on their understanding of the Bible as the true
revelation of God for man.

The problem comes in the understanding of terms
like “literal”. If by “literal” it is meant Christ is
literally a door or his disciples are actual salt, then
Criswell is not a “literalist”. He has been asked about
such things and he laughs at such a thought.

Who could be such a literalist? What would be
done with a passage like Matthew 19:29, “And every-
one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters,
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands,
for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and
shall inherit everlasting life.”

Literally this says that for every wife one for-
sakes for Jesus’ sake, he will receive a hundred wives.
Such an interpretation would be inconsistant with
other Biblical teaching. Besides that would be too
many wives for convention presidents or Bible pro-
fessors granted they had everlasting lives.

Criswell came through the seminary when the
critical approach to Bible study was almost unknown
among Baptists. Today it is the prevailing approach
in all Southern Baptist seminaries. Criswell did not
feel it needful to learn and to keep up with these
methods. His simple, uncritical approach to the Bible
worked for him. He has said he realizes for others
another approach may be more satisfactory and he
grants them this right. His book, which is a collection
of sermons and addresses from over the years, prob-
ably makes him sound far more fundamentalistic than
he is. But a book from the convention president is
a good sales item and in this instance it is a better
one because it presents the traditionally popular view
of the Bible for the vast majority of Baptists.

Let the situation rest where it is. Criswell and
the Bible teachers both have a right to their approach
to the Bible. Both believe and love the book and both
make their distinctive contributions. It is a pity if
Sunday School Board advertising made it appear
differently.
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Blessitt’s Methods Sound

There is no doubt about it. Arthur Blessitt got
through to the youth of Louisville. This Southern
Baptist preacher, the hippie evangelist from Sunset
Strip in Hollywood, has an unmistakable appeal to
youth who today are inclined to be disenchanted with
the church and its traditional approach to preaching.

What’s more those who heard him were convinced
he preached the gospel without adulteration. He puts
it in the language of the modern generation and they
hear him gladly.

He does equally well inside and outside the church.
His services brought record crowds to Walnut Street
Baptist Church with scores of public decisions. He did
even better in area high schools and in shopping cen-
ters with thousands of youth gathered for the Blessitt
“Happenings”.

What is the explanation of Blessitt’s appeal? For
one thing he preaches the message of Jesus Christ
with conviction and zeal. Such a messenger always
gets a hearing. He also talks a language of today’s
youth and wears their clothing. Thus he identifies
with them and “turns on” many who long ago “turned
off” their elders. Youth find in Blessitt one who they
think understands them and one to whom they think
they can talk and be heard. He takes the good news
where the action is and tells it like it is.

Those of us coming up in another generation have
trouble accepting a preacher in the pulpit with a
turtleneck sweater and a pair of beads around his
neck. But if such dressing style gains a hearing for
Jesus Christ, why not? Styles come and go and are
of little consequence. What matters is the content of

BAPTIST FORUM:

TOLERANCE

Like The New Testament

the gospel which does not come and go and Blessitt
preaches it faithfully.

In Blessitt we may be seeing more of the New
Testament approach than we see in our churches to-
day. Jesus and Paul spoke the language of the masses
and took the gospel where the people were. Many
who accepted the message of Jesus were not welcome
in the synagogues of His day and many of those con-
verted at Blessitt’s services might feel rejected in
most Baptist churches today. This is a reflection on
our churches and not on Blessitt.

The important question is whether or not these
youth are “turning on” to Blessitt or to Jesus Christ
and this only time will tell. Becoming a Christian is
more than a “happening” where youth escape reality
and modern boredom for a few hours. It is a life long
“trip” which begins with finding reality and ex-
changes boredom for meaningful life. This is a
“Blessed experience” and not just a “Blessitt ex-
perience”.

Arthur would be the first to agree with this and
it is up to the churches and church leaders in Louis-
ville to take the trophies of Blessitt’s unique ministry
and nurture in Christian growth those truly born
again.

It is providential that Blessitt has been engaged
for the Kentucky Baptist Youth Rally in Louisville’s
Freedom Hall on the night of April 4. When thousands
of youth throughout Kentucky join the thousands of
Louisville who have already been impressed, anything
could happen.

in His mysterious way, has given to a
fellow worker.

Let us be intolerant with the forces of
sin and Satan and not with the en-
deavors of other Christians.

Louisville, Ky. Douglas D. Hays

tian endurances from both sides. The

Dear Editor:

One of the greatest mysteries of Christ
is that He is able to be all things to all
people. He can be the center of being
for the fundamentalist (if labels must be
used) and the Champion of Champions
for the modern crusader.

It is His love and compassion that
reconciles man with man and purpose
with meaning.

No one approach or concept has a
monopoly upon Christ. There has, and
always will be a storm created by the
forces of evil and good; of sin and
righteousness.

The storm between approaches and
concepts among Christians is no small
matter but it takes tolerance and Chris-
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secret lies in the revelation that Christ
might speak to one concept as strongly
as He does to another and thus increases
the resources by which unsaved man
might receive the Good News.

Christ would not be Christ if He were
placed in a straight jacket of one con-
cept. His plan is to utilize all and every-
thing whether it be billboards, banjos,
guitars or the accepted and proven tools
of our forefathers that through and in it
all His Father in heaven might be glori-
fied and all mankind might be saved.

This mystery defies analysis. It does
not require a compromise of one’s be-
liefs because we are to be faithful to
our mission as we see it; nevertheless,
it does require tolerance when it does
not follow the blueprint which Christ,

THANKS FOR ANNUITY PROGRAM

Dear Editor:

I would like to take this opportunity
to thank my denomination for making
possible the wonderful plan which helps
family members that are left behind to
carry on. Bobby, Betty and myself again
want to thank Brother A. W. Walker
and the Southern Baptist Annuity Board
for everything they have done for us.

1 appreciated Brother Walker’s visit
very much and I do believe it has
helped Sedalia Baptist Church to under-
stand the plan and to appreciate it more.

After March the 11th my new address
will be LaCenter, Kentucky, Box 282.

Sedalia, Ky. Mrs. G. R. Abernathy
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Georgetown Trustees Let
Dancing Decision Stand

Georgetown College trustees have de-
cided not to alter the existing policy
permitting on-campus dancing by
Georgetown College students.

This decision was announced follow-
ing the trustee meeting of March 13. A
spokesman for the trustees said the
nine-member student affairs committee
of the board recommended the existing
policy be allowed to stand.

The committee was appointed January
28 to study the dancing problem in light
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s
action asking the trustees to reconsider
and rescind pcrmission for dancing. The
139-year-old ban against on-campus
dancing was lif.ed by the trustees last
October 11.

For the benefit of Western Recorder
readers, the recommendation of the siu-
dent affairs committee is printed below
in ils entirety.

Other action

In ohcr aclion the trusiess adopted
a record $3.3 million budget for tihc
fiscal year 1969-70. Of this amount, the
Kcntucky Baptist Convention will fur-
nish approximately $320,000.

The board also heard a repor. stating
that the expceted freshman class will be
the largcst and finest freshman class in
the history of the collegz. The report
indicated that the class wou'd be sub-
s.antially above the nationa! averagz of
acadcmic promise according {o nation-
a ly-recognized college cn rance tcsts.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF GEORGETOWN COLLEGE

March 13, 1969

We recommcnd that the Board of Trustees continue tke policy established
by the October 11, 1968, action permitting social dancing to be a part of the stu-
dents’ on-campus soc’al program. We interpret our aclion as having decided no
longer to disallow dancing, but {o allow it as a choice available to the students;
and if chosen, to vermit it on the campus where it can be supervised and controlled
by the Student Government Association, the Faculty and the Adminisira‘icn. We
trust that this ac*ion will be construed as an honest effort to discharge our respon-
sibility toward the Kentucky Baptist Conv-ntion. Both corporately and independ-
ently, the Trustees have searched their hearts on this matter. We assure the Con-
vention that we believe tolerance of cur apparent differences is within the best
Baptist tradition. We believe we have acted conscientiously, responsibly. and in the
bqst interest of the students who are the College’s ultimate reason for being. By
mid-March, 1969, four well-attended and well-behaved campus-wide social events
had made manifest to us the gratitude of the students and had increased our con-
fidence that such occasions will be kept in the finest moral atmosphere.

Church Attendance Decline Attributed

To 'Shock Tactics

Slumping church attendance was at-
tributed to the departure of many wor-
shippers who tired of playing the role
of captive audience for “theologians en-
gaged in a reckless competition to see
who can administer the rudest shock to
the faithful.”

Louis Cassels, a senior editor for
United Press International who writes
a weekly column on religion published
in hundreds of newspapers, offered this
appraisal in a talk before the annual
convention of the Protestant Church-
Owned Publishers Association.

Stressing that many churchgoers are
“sick and tired of being told what they
can’t believe,” Mr. Cassells declared:

“They want to know what, if any-
thing, they can believe, and many
churches haven’t been doing a very good
job of answering that question.”

Mr. Cassels maintained that most
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Of Theologians

people “aren’t particularly interested in
denatured Christianity being offered to
them” by theologians “proclaiming the
death of Biblical theism.”

He said that some church leaders pre-
fer to attribute the decline in attendance
to a disapproval of the church’s social
action efforts. He added:

“This explanation strikes me as rather
self-righteous. It says, in effect, ‘we are
suffering because we, like Christ, have
stood up for the right.’

“My own observation is otherwise.
For every layman I know who quit com-
ing to the church because he disap-
proves of social action, I know at least
three who are hanging on and support-
ing the church only because it is a chan-
nel for community service.”

Mr. Cassels said that there were
“hopeful signs that we are approaching
the end of the fad for reckless negation
in theology.”

Have you got your youth excited about
the annual Youth Night of the conven-
tion Friday, April 4, 7:30 at Freedom
Hall, Fairgrounds, Louisville?

This could well be the most important
meeting of all—when we hope that hun-
dreds of youth will be saved, and thou-
sands will be inspired to go back to
your church and mine to witness to
others of the grecatness of Jesus Christ
as Lord and Prince of Peace!

They need leadership and help—to
get here by car, bus, or truck.

If you have a choir, they need to re-
hearse a little (they know 3 of the songs
wcll, and prebably the fourth—the Cru-
sade of Americas Hymn entitled “Christ
Our Only Hope”). We have mailed 20
copies to all known music directors, and
will gladly mail more to anyone who
phones in to Eugene Quinn, Baptist
Building, Middletown—phone 502-245-
4101. They are free. No music to buy.

Blessitt blessing many

Arthur Blessitt, evangelist, has been
in Kentucky, mainly Louisville, the first
two weeks in March. No one ever so
stirred youth as he under the leader-
ship of the Holy Spirit.

He has spoken to 21 high schools—no
cuch rccord in memory of man. He has
preached in person to more than 60,000
during the two weeks. Has gone back to
his work and family in Hollywood,
but will fly back for the April 4 meeting
in Freedom Hall. There are others, too.
Donna Randolph, daughter of Rev. Don
Randolph of Louisville, one of the De-
troit Spurrlows Singers, has sung for
1,000,000 highschoolers—and will for our
youth.

Jimmy Smith, former Fisk Jubilee
Singer, recording artist, will sing for us.
Jimmy Ellis, Heavyweight Boxing
Champion of the World, member of
Riverview Baptist Church, Louisville,
will give his testimony and sing with
his fine wife.

Best—5,000 of our youth sing

The highlight of all Youth Nights is
when 200 youth choirs join in a Massed
Choir to sing God’s glory, under the di-
rection of Gene Sutherland of Walnut
Street Church. Thurmond Coleman,
President of the Music Congress of the
General Association of Baptists in Ken-
tucky (who are jointly sponsoring the
event) will lead you and 24,999 others
in such hymns as “Saved, Saved.” So,
you come—and bring yours with you!

(Choirs rehearse at 6:30).
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Sandusky Made Pastor
Emeritus At Cloverport

G. C. Sandusky was installed as pas-
tor emeritus of the Cloverport Baptist
Church on March the 2nd in a special
service. Pastor Truman Johnson ar-
ranged the impressive service and was
assisted by the Cloverport deacons.

Sandusky, now retired and living in
Owensboro, was pastor of the Cloverport
congregation for 30 years and three
months before retiring several years ago.
During his ministry the church grew
into one of the strongest congregations
in the area. Pastor Sandusky led in the
construction of an especially beautiful
church building facing Highway 60 and
overlooking the Ohio River. The build-
ing was dedicated debt free shortly be-
fore he retired. In the special service
tribute was paid to him not only for his
success in the building project but for
his leadership in the spiritual growth of
the congregation.

A capacity crowd including many
visitors was present for the services.
Sandusky responded briefly following
the presentation of a love gift from the
congregation and he led in the morning
prayer. Western Recorder Editor C. R.
Daley delivered the installation sermon.
Lunch and a fellowship period followed
the service.

Sandusky is a native of Wayne Coun-
ty, Kentucky. He was ordained by the
First Baptist Church, Monticello in 1913.
Much of his early ministry was spent

Orion Bell Accepts
Louisville Pastorate,

Resigns La Center

Orion H. Bell, III, will become pas-
tor of the Minors Lane Baptist Church,
Louisville, on March 30. He has served
the La Center Bap-
tist Church, La Cen-
ter, since 1963.

Bell is a graduate
of Georgetown Col-
le ge and Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary. Presently
he is moderator of
the West Union
Baptist Association
and serves from
this association as a Be
member of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention Executive Board.

MTrs. Bell is the former Barbara Evans,
a graduate of the Kentucky Baptist
Hospital School of Nursing. The Bells
are parents of three sons: Orion, IV, 7;
Daniel, 5; and Rodney, 22 months.
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in mission work in eastern Keniucky
where Le served pastorates in Stearns,
Whitley City and Ferguson. He was
pastor of the First Baptist Church,
Holly Springs, Mississippi, when he
came to Cloverport.

Sandusky now lives alone at 1313
Cherokee, Owensboro. He suffered the
loss of his wife and his only son, How-
ard, a prominent Evansville, Indiana,
attorney, in recent months.

NEW STAFF: Mr. and Mrs. Wade Bol-
ton, Jr., recently joined the staff of the
First Baptist Church of Richmond. Bol-
ton will serve as youth director and
leader of congregational singing. Mrs.
Bolton, as minister of music, will be
responsible for the choir program of the
church. Both will do solo work. From
Paducah, the Boltons have been in-
volved in educational and youth activi-
ties for a number of years in schools
and churches in western Kentucky.

Haskell Bolding Resigns
First Church, Corbin,
Moves To Florida

Haskell Bolding, pastor of the First
Baptist Church, Corbin, since 1959 has
resigned to accept the pastorate of the
Northwood Baptist Church, West Palm
Beach, Florida. He will begin his
Florida ministry on April 6.

The Northwood Baptist Church has
a membership of about 2200 and spon-
sors two missions. Bolding says it offers
an unusual opporiunity for a meaning-
ful ministry, especially in a pulpit min-
istry, for which he is known.

In Kentlucky Bolding has been a lead-
er in statewide and local Baptist life. He
served as trustee of Cumberland Col-
lege and was also on the Kentucky Bap-
tist Executive Board from the Mt. Zion
Association.

Before coming to Corbin he was pas-
tor of the First Baptist Church in Lafol-
lette, Tennessee. He is widely known
for his evangelistic preaching and has
been sought for revivals by many
churches.

The Bolding family was honored with
a farewell reception by First Baptist
Church members on March 16th. A sil-
ver service was presented in apprecia-
tion for their ministry.

Simpson County Plans

Evangelistic Crusade

The Baptists of Simpson County Bap-
tist Association have planned a central
eva Jisti usade as a part of their
participation in the
Crusade of the
Americas. The Cru-
sade will involve all
churches of the
association and a
Crusade Choir is be-
ing enlisted from all
the churches, along
with counselors,
ushers, nursery
workers and other
needed personnel.

McKay
James Robison will be the preacher
and John McKay will be the singer for
the Crusade. This evangelistic team is
from Hurst, Texas, and comes highly
recommended.

The Crusade services will be con-
ducted in the Franklin-Simpson gym-
nasium beginning on Sunday night,
April 13.

The Simpson Baptist moderator,
David R. Dean, says the spirit of co-
operation among the churches of the
county is evident and he invites all Bap-
tists in the area to join in the Crusade.
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Missionaries Appointed, Hospital Work Studied

In its March 13 meeting the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board appointed
12 career missionaries, employed four
missionary associates, reappointed a for-
mer missionary couple, elected four
missionary field representatives, ap-
propriated $18,000 for relief projects
in Nigeria-Biafra, and authorized a
study of the physical and social needs
of the people of South Vietnam for the
purpose of developing a long-range plan
for ministering more effectively among
them.

Walter Delamarter, associate professor
of social work and director of social
work education at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville, was
asked to assist Vietnam missionaries
with the study during July and August.

Mr. and Mrs. William W. Marshall
were appointed missionaries to the Mid-
dle East. For five years he has been an
associate secretary in the Board’s de-
partment for missionary personnel.

The other field representatives named
at the March meeting are veteran mis-
sionaries. John Allen Moore, missionary
to Europe since 1938, was made field
representative for Europe.

John E. Mills, missionary to Africa
since 1947, was elected field representa-
tive for West Africa. His region for
the present will be Liberia, Ghana,
Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Togo, Senegal, and

Pastoral Care
Seminar Planned

A seminar on “Practical Approaches
to Pastoral Care,” sponsored by the
church administration department, in
Nashville, will be led by Myron C. Mad-
den, April 14-18.

Madden, director of the department of
pastoral care at Baptist Hospital, New
Orleans, will discuss ‘“Personal Objec-
tives in Pastoral Care,” “Pitfalls in Pas-
toral Counseling,” “The Church’s Re-
sponse to the Problems of the Aged,”
and “When Crisis Come in Marriage.”

Included in the seminar is a trip to the
Tennessee Penitentiary for Men where
seminar participants will be introduced
to procedures for establishing and main-
taining good relationships with institu-
tion administrators and institutionalized
persons.

Dahomey. Mr. and Mrs. Mills served in
Nigeria until 1964 when they became
Southern Baptists’ first missionaries to
the Ivory Coast.

Davis L. Saunders was elected field
representative for East and Central
Africa, where Southern Baptists current-
ly have work in Ethiopia, Kenya, Ugan-
da, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Rhodesia,
Botswana, South West Africa, and An-
gola. Now in the States on furlough,
Mr. Saunders is completing require-
ments for the doctor of theology degree
at Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Louisville. He and Mrs. Saunders
were appointed missionaries to Nigeria
in 1951 and were transferred five years
later to East Africa as one of three
pioneer couples to open work in that
area.

New missionaries

The new career missionaries, their na-
tive states, and fields of service are:
Vestal N. Blakely, of Oklahoma, and
Carol Jean Faulkner Blakely, of Cali-
fornia, for Kenya; V. Lynn Groce, of
Missouri, and Suzanne Knapp Groce, of
Florida, for Ethiopia; Wilburn C. Hog-
len, of North Carolina and Betty Miller
Hoglen, of Tennessee, for Venezuela;
William W Marshall and Alice Gardner
Marshall, both of Kentucky, for the
Middle East; G. Barry Nelson and Judith

Ray Nelson, both of Missouri, for Indo-
nesia; David G. Wyman and Barbara
Walker Wyman, both of New Mexico,
for Mexico.

Two couples were employed for five-
year terms as missionary associates:
Jesse L. Kidd, of Arkansas, and Wilma
Gemmell Kidd, of Nebraska, for South
Brazil;, and Earl E. Langley and Lois
Henson Langley, both of Texas, for
Taiwan.

Secretaries report

John D. Hughey, secretary for Europe
and the Middle East, told of revision of
projected medical work in India and
Pakistan. Plans for a 200-bed hospital
in Bangalore, India, have been scaled
down because of the estimated $750,000
cost, intentions of Roman Catholics to
build a 600-bed training hospital and
to develop other medical facilities in the
city, and uncertainty about the admis-
sion of missionaries to India.

The unit now projected would cost no
more than $250,000 and would provide
50 to 75 beds, Hughey said. The two
Southern Baptist doctors now in India
will continue to conduct clinics in places
where churches and missions have been
started, and they will attempt to develop
a community health program with em-
phasis on preventive medicine.

PLAQUE PRESENTATION: Forrest Sawyer, state Brotherhood Secretary, left,

and P. A. Stevens, state director of the Brotherhood organization, from Louisville,
admire the memorial plague presented to Mrs. William S. Tribell, wife of the late
president of Kentucky’s Baptist Mens organization. Presentation of the plaque was

made at a memorial dinner March 14.

Memorial Service Held For Tribell,
Special Plaque Presented To Widow

A memorial service for William S.
Tribell was conducted by the Baptist
Men of Kentucky at Boone Lodge,
Cedarmore, on Friday night, March 14.
Tribell, the Bell County attorney from
Middlesboro, was serving as president
of the state-wide organization of Bap-
tist Men at the time of his murder by a
law-breaker on December 14, 1968.

The service was in the form of a dinner
followed by tributes to Tribell. His pas-
tor, W. B. Bingham, spoke on the three
books in Tribell’s life. These were the
Bible, the hymnbook, and the Revised
Statutes of Kentucky. Tribell was a
honor graduate in his law school class
at the University of Kentucky and play-
ed a leading part in the reforms several
years ago that ridded Middlesboro of the
liquor traffic, syndicate gambling, or-
ganized prostitution and other crimes.

He was a leading Baptist layman and
was active in state Baptist work as
well as his local church. He often drove
back from long distances to teach a Sun-
day School Class and to sing in the
choir.

A plaque with an expression of ap-
preciation for Tribell’s life was pre-
sented to his widow by state Brother-
hood secretary Forrest Sawyer.

William A. Lamkin, hearing examiner
for the Social Security Administration;
James Pinkley, Superintendent of Mis-
sions for Bell County Association and
Kentucky Baptist Executive Secretary,
Harold G. Sanders.

Evangelism Congress
Applications Now Due

Applications for the U. S. Congress

on evangelism should be submitted im-

mediately according to Evangelism Sec-
retary T. Hicks Shelton who is coordi-
nating applications for Kentucky Bap-
tists.

Scheduled for September 8-13 in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, the Congress will
draw together evangelicals from all
parts of the United States.

“Tt will be modeled after the World
Congress on Evangelism held in Ger-
many two years ago,” Shelton said. “It
ought to be a most profitable meeting.”

To help with the heavy financial bur-
den of the Congress, a $50 tuition fee
is being assessed all participants. This
will help defray expenses for rentals,
program production, administration, lit-
erature, and honoraria.

Participants are responsible for their
own transportation and room and board
while at the Congress.

Honorary chairman for the Congress
is Evangelist Billy Graham. Two Ken-
tucky Baptists are serving on the steer-
ing committee for the gathering. They
are Duke K. McCall, president of South-
ern Seminary, and Wayne Dehoney, pas-
tor of Walnut Street Baptist Church in
Louisville.

Additional information about the U. S.
Congress on Evangelism may be secured
from the state evangelism department.

R.A. CONGRESS: The eight area R.A. Congresses, held March 3-7, drew 1,290
men and boys. At Mayfield there were 225. Grayson had 45; Beaver Dam, 275;
Hazard, 45; Columbia, 50; Berea, 200; Radcliff, 200 and Dry Ridge, 250. A home
mission emphasis on pioneer and special ministries, such as language groups,
migrants, and juvenile rehabilitation, was featured. Also, the foreign mission
work in Brazil and Israel was presented. Pictured above is state Brotherhood
Associate Calvin Fields presenting Crusade attendance awards at the Radcliff
meeting. :

KENTUCKIANS APPOINTED: Mr. and Mrs. William Marshall have been appointed Other family members present for the
field representative for the Middle East by the SBC Foreign Mission Board. A memorial service were a step-daughter,
graduate of Georgetown College and Southern Seminary, Marshall is the former . o Mrs. Paul Strunk, and a brother
pastor of the Karns Grove Baptist Church of Owensboro. Mrs. Marshall is the Maxrice David Teibell y
former Alice Lee Gardner of Owensboro. She also lived in Louisville and Coving- ¥ e iy

ton. Like her husband, she is a graduate of Georgetown College. Above they are P. A. Stephens, state director of the
pictured with their three children—Stephen, seven; Sharon, almost six; and Shawn, Kentucky Brotherhood Convention, pre-
five months. sided. Others on the program included

Registration for the seminar is $20.00.
Interested pastors, church staff mem-
bers, and others who would like to de-
velop skills in pastoral care may regis-
ter by writing to the Church Program
Training Center, 127 Ninth Avenue,
North, Nashville, Tennessee 37203.
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Lee E. Cralle Co.
Funeral Home
LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President
PHONE
634-3646 ®  634-3647
1330 South Third Street
Louisville, Ky.

ALUMINUM
Siding And Trim
Over 35 Years
Of Reliable Contracting

Free Estimates,
Up To 7 Years To Pay

ALLSTATE ALUMINUM CO, Inc.

Dealer: Alcoa & Reynolds

4153 Roosevelt Ave.
368-3691 Louisville, Ky. 40213

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS
Prices to satisfy every preference and need

AIR PARKING
CONDITIONED AREAS

149
1310 S. BRECKINRIDGE
THIRD LANE
Phone 634-3628

Phone 896-0349

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE

Louisville, Kentucky

Memhers: Kentucky Funeral Directors Burial Associstion
Memhers Vational Selected Morticians by mvitation

CHURCH FURNITURE
PEWS - PULPITS - TABLES - CHAIRS
BAPTISTRIES - SPIRES - LIGHTS

London Church Furniture
Box 281 —Dept. WR  London, Ky.
Tel. 864-2230

An Impressive,
Comforting Service
that meets the requirements

of every family calling us

Kerr Brothers
FUNERAL HOME

Lexington, Ky.
463 E. Main St. -® Dial 2-3345

Close Negro Seminary Official Says

A member of the Southern Baptist
Commission for the American Baptist
Theological Seminary located in Nash-
ville has called for the closing of the
school for Negroes in a written personal
report widely circulated among Baptist
leaders.

Guy Bellamy, former director of the
department of work with National (Ne-
gro) Baptists for the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board, said in the per-
sonal report that the Negro seminary has
served its usefulness and that the money
appropriated to it could be used better
for scholarships to accredited schools.

“National (Negro) Baptists are not in-
terested in the seminary as it is now,”
Bellamy said in the three-page report.
“They know that Southern Baptists
would not operate this type of school
for white students.”

The seminary, started in 1924, is

CHURCH FURNITURE

CALL T (606) 864-7565

Lo kwrnitane

ONDON,KY.

Aluminum Siding
® Aluminum Trim Work
® Roofing and
Stone Siding

Call for
Free Estimafe
COLVILLE COMPANY

368-1100 4320 Crittenden Dr.
368-1388 Louisville, Ky.

operated jointly by the Southern Bap-
tist Convention and the National Bap-
tist Convention, U.S.A., Inc. Seminary
officials reported a current enrollment
of 91 at the ceminary, with another 929
enrolled in some 40 extension courses—
operated by the institution.

In Nashville, the chairman of the SBC
Commission on the American Seminary,
Herman F. Burns, said that Bellamy was
given ample time at the last meeting of
the commission in Hot Springs, January
23, to express his views, but at that time
he made no motion. (BP)

A midnight call from the police
... your child in trouble! Here’s
a book about what to do if it hap-
pens, how to keep it from hap-
pening. Authoritative report on
teen crime for all parents and
teens, by Youth for Christ leader,
Gordon R. McLean. Introduction
by Senator Mark O. Hatfield.

WERE HOLDING
YOUR SON

$3.95 at your Baptist Bookstore
A Revell Publication

FINEST MEMORIALS

Winnsboro Blue Granite, “The Silk of the
Trade” excels in strength, durability, adapta-
bility to design, legibility of inscriptions and

lasting beauty.

Some granites have a surface resemblance to Winnsboro Blue Granite
but do not possess its durable qualities and lasting beauty.

Write for FREE illustrated booklet, “FACTS for the Memorial Buyer.”
Winnsboro Granite Corporation, Rion, S.C. 29132
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Motels Worship Services Reach Traveling Families

By ROBERT J. HASTINGS
Editor, Illinois Baptist

While on vacation a few summers ago,
the W. A. Nance family of Memphis
stopped in transit for Sunday morning
worship services at a church. To do
so, they had to stop in a small town well
in advance of 11:00 a.m.

They took the children to a less-than-
spotless service station to change. By
the time they had changed clothes again
after the service, almost a half-day of
travel time had been lost.

The Nance family is unusual. Most
families do not take time to seek a
church for worship when they travel.

But as a father and as a minister,
Nance had mixed feelings. He felt his
family should be in church; yet he
fretted at the inconvenience and delay.

Today, W. A. Nance is chaplain of
Holiday Inns of America, and he is
trying to do something about both. This
spring he is spearheading a drive for
Sunday morning worship services in
more than 1,040 Holiday Inns in over
700 cities in 48 states, Canada, the
Caribbean, and Europe.

His first step was to survey vacation-
ing families, tourists and businessmen.
The opinion takers found that Protes-
tants seldom ask directicns to a local
church, though Catholic and Jewish
guests at Holiday Inns often do.

Why? Nance cites two reasons: First,
the traditional 11 o’clock worship hour
comes right in the middle of a traveling
day. Second, families hesitate to attend
a strange church wearing casual cloth-
ing designed for travel.

As a result, they are passing up wor-
ship services in droves as they hit the
highway for vacation and business.

Hence Nance began the effort to en-
courage Holiday Inns to offer their facil-
ities for worship services conducted by
local churchmen for the benefit of
travelers.

“We are not trying to compete with
the churches,” Nance was quick to point
out during an interview at his Memphis
office. “In fact, we’'re making sure that
churches in the immediate neighborhood
are named in our lobby directories. We
won’t even publicize our services to
local residents.”

Here is how the plan works:

(1) Each Holiday Inn will furnish a
meeting room, piano, and lectern. Wor-
ship service leaders will be local min-
isters, on a rotating basis.

(2) Each Innkeeper will encourage
his employees to attend, as well as in-
viting Saturday night motel guests.

(3) On Saturdays, the maids will
place advertising pieces in each room,
telling of the services. Posters will be
displayed in the lobby.
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(4) A worship kit will be available,
including two white faille cloths to cover
a banquet table and lectern, and (for
ministers who desire to use them) a
24-inch gold cross and two electric
candles. Certificates of attendance will

be available for children.
(5) A 30-minute service is suggested,

WORSHIP SERVICE: Pictured above

sometime between 7:30 and 9:30, con-
sisting of two hymns, prayer, children’s
story, and sermon. (No announcements,
no offering, no denominational em-
phasis.)

As a bonus, the officiating minister
and his wife will be guests for Sunday
dinner at the Inn.

“We are hoping local ministerial asso-
ciations will take the initiative,” Nance
said.

“But frankly, Baptists have shown
more interest than any others. Where
the local ministerial group is apathetic,
a single pastor can take the initiative
in contacting one of our Innkeepers,” he
added.

Nance seemed to keep repeating the
word “apathy” during the interview.

“We don’t expect people to run over
themselves to attend,” he admitted.
“Frankly, the chief obstacle is plain old
apathy.”

Have You Included
CUMBERLAND COLLEGE
In Your Will?

FOR ASSISTANCE WRITE
Deferred Gifts Program
P: O. Box 172
WILLIAMSBURG, KENTUCKY 40769

As examples, he cited the local min-
ister who feels he already has too much
to do on Sunday without preaching in a
motel; and the local Innkeeper, who
merely announces the services but fails
to attend them enthusiastically himself;
and the traveling public, who may find
it easier to turn over for another 30

is a typical Holiday Inn worship service

minutes of sleep or hit the road a half-
hour earlier.

Nance said he got a letter recently
from & minister strongly critical of the
services, saying they would destroy the
churches.

In reply, Nance used a scripture from
John 4, the conversation of Jesus with
the woman at the well. She seemed
greatly concerned about the proper place
for worship, but Jesus underscored that
God is a spirit, and that the attitude of
the worshipper is more important than
the place where he worships. (BP)

HERBERT C. CRALLE
FUNERAL HOME

Edwin R. Hillock, President
Wallace C. Hatler
Phone 893-5223
Frankfort and Peterson Avenue
Louisville, Kentucky
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Hippie Evangelist Blessitt
"Turns On" Louisville Area

by C. R. Daley
Editor

Until a few days ago the name of
Arthur Blessitt was unknown in Louis-
ville except to a few who had heard of
his unique ministry on Sunset Boulevard
in Hollywood. Today his name is a
household word to thousands of Louis-
villians, especially to teenagers who re-
sponded to his approach to religion in an
amazing way.

No preacher has made such an im-
pact on this city in a long time. Every-
where he appeared he was greeted with
ready acceptance. Many who might
have come to scoff remained to pray.

The base for his 15-day ministry in
Louisville was Walnut Street Baptist
Church. From here he ranged far and
wide to shopping centers, high schools,
night clubs, and almost everywhere and
anywhere he found people.

The Walnut Street services drew over-
flow crowds and the televised services
from the church reached thousands
more. Scores of young people in
these church services made professions
of faith, moved church memberships,
and made other religious commitments.

The services in Memorial Auditorium
drew large crowds also. Anyone from
the most prominent businessmen in
Louisville to a sizeable number of “hip-
pies” could be seen in services. Many
responded to the invitation to accept
Christ and were counseled by pastors
and laymen.

One of these services at Memorial
Auditorium was marked by an unusual
episode which illustrates the kind of
ministry conducted by this Southern
Baptist evangelist. As Blessitt was about
to deliver his message, a “hippie” came
to the platform and took over the micro-
phone. It was obvious he was high on
drugs and greatly disturbed. Some were
ready to eject the intruder or call the
police, but Blessitt listened calmly to
the young man and eventually persuad-
ed him to be seated. While he preached
the young man sat upon the floor be-
hind Blessitt and proceeded to rip but-
tons off his clothes and tear strips off
one of his garments.

When he finally left the platform
other “hippies” recently converted took
charge of him. Against the wish of
Blessitt someone called the police who
found the young man outside on the
street and took him to the police station.
Upon being informed of this Blessitt left
the service, went to the police station,
and persuaded the police to release the
young man and put him in the care of
his friends.

Probably the greatest impact of Bles-
sitt came in his appearances in area high
schools and in outdoor services in shop-

12

ping centers. In the shopping centers
Blessitt generally spoke after the per-
formance of a local musical combo. At
Indian Trail Shopping Center, where
this writer heard Blessitt, the Berk-
shires, a local high school band, per-
formed for a half hour before Blessitt
spoke. The Berkshires, who generally
receive $200 for a performance, came at
no cost.

The temperature was near freezing
but the band played on and hundreds
of teenagers and adults stood to listen
and a considerable number responded
to the invitation extended by Blessitt.
In the crowd were long-haired young
men, mini-skirted girls, some motor-

cycle riders and at least one youngster

was drinking his liquor while seated in
his car listening to the music and the

Blessitt speaks to a capacity crowd
at Atherton High School

Standing in the middle of a public parking lot, a crowd bows in prayer

preaching.

Surprisingly, Blessitt got in many of
the Louisville and Jefferson County high
schools, though religious speakers have
almost been ruled out of public schools
today. The arrangement for his appear-
ances was made by the Good News
Clubs and attendance was on a volun-
tary basis. He did not appear as a
preacher but as a lecturer on his ex-
periences in Hollywood. No invitation
was used in any high school appearance,
but many who heard him in the schools
followed him to other services.

This writer heard Blessitt in his ap-
pearance at Atherton High School. The
auditorium was filled to capacity and
the students gave perfect attention to
a 30-minute presentation. A question
and answer period followed and at the
appointed hour for closing the interest
was so keen that the principal extended

Wayne Dehoney and Blessitt confer
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the time. In a lively 45-minute inter-
change between Blessitt and the stu-
dents every conceivable question was
asked.

He didn’t answer all the questions
but was so adept in shifting the
thought that he appeared to have all the
answers. His answers often brought
applause and at the end he was greeted
with a standing ovation.

How does Blessitt succeed in com-
municating with youth and especially
the fringe element of youth generally
unreached by any preacher today? One
who listens to him can’t quite under-
stand it, but is convinced he is getting
through. Those who accept spiritual
explanations explain it as the presence
of the Holy Spirit. Others recognize in
this many special personal gifts in com-
municating to youth.

There are some obvious explanations
for his effectiveness with youth. His
manner of dress including turtleneck
sweaters, beads, and long but neat hair
immediately gives him rapport with
youth. He is one of them from the out-
set.

Again his vocabulary speaks to mod-
ern youth. His presentation is filled
with expressions more commonly heard
on the Strip in Hollywood or Greenwich
Village in New York than in pulpits
or in school assemblies.

His sensational account of his Holly-
wood ministry capitvates youth. He
turns them on with his description of
the nightclub in Hollywood called “His
Place” with its psychedelic lights, art,
free clothes, food, and its midnight
preaching services. His accounts of the
marvelous conversions of dope addicts,
prostitutes, and members of Hell’s
Angels and Black Panthers and their
newfound zeal for Jesus Christ are ex-
citing to hear. Especially interesting to
young people is his description of the
toilet service conducted at “His Place”
in which converts gather around the
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Blessitt offers an invitation at a
‘“Happening” at Gardner Lane Shop-
ping Center in Louisville.

commode to flush their drugs while
singing, “Down, down, down, all my
dope is gone.”

Probably the biggest secret to Bles-
sitt’s rapport with youth is his ability
to convince them of his personal love
for them and his willingness to honor
completely their trust. In a few minutes
they feel they can tell him everything
and be assured it will never get to their
parents or other authorities.

An illustration is the needle he pulled
from his pocket while addressing a high
school group. He said a high school
girl, upon deciding to accept Christ and
ditch her drug habit, had given it to
him. He had not and would not divulge
the name of the girl or the school.

There is no doubt about it. Blessitt
blitzed Louisville. What the results in
permanent changes will be cannot be told
now, but the impact of his personality
and the uniqueness of his approach will
not be soon forgotten.

Palm Beach.

Seminary Community
"Tunes In" Blessitt

Students and faculty members at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
were favorably impressed with Arthur
Blessitt along with the rest of the Bap-
tist community in Louisville. The largest
attendance of the year turned out to
hear him when he spoke in chapel.

He came in the same “hippie” garb
and used the same basic message he
used over and over with youth in
schools and shopping centers. He urged
his fellow preachers to get the message
to people wherever they are and with
whatever type of communication neces-
sary. He illustrated his philosophy of
Christian witnessing with his evangel-
istic experience in a nightclub on Sunset
Strip in Hollywood.

He advocated keeping city churches
open twenty-four hours a day and hav-
ing a preacher on duty all the time.
“The people who need to hear the gospel
will not come on Sunday at eleven a.m.
but will come to your church after the
bars close and they are often ready to
hear some answer to their problems,”
said the young evangelist who was
trained in a Baptist college and semi-
nary and who left the pastorate for his
special ministry.

He remained for a question and
answer session following the chapel
period. Some classes were dismissed to
give the students opportunity to par-
ticipate. One professor observed that
the Blessitt forum drew more students
than the recently completed spring lec-
tures at the seminary.

The faculty members who met and
heard him were also warm in approval.
Such descriptions of his preaching as,
“aquthentic,” “genuine,” and ‘“valid” and
“New Testament” were used by faculty
members.

Miss Randolph To Sing
At Annual Youth Night

Donna Randolph, left, one of the soloists for the Ken-
tucky Baptist Youth Rally, April 4, at Freedom Hall, Louis-
ville, is a rare combination of beauty and talent. She was a
radio and television soloist while still in high school. She
was a music major at the University of Louisville when
she dropped out to join The Spurrlows, the singing group
known nationally for sacred music concerts and for Chrysler
Corporation Driver Education programs in high schools.

Donna, a daughter of Louisville’s Green Acres Baptist
pastor Don Randolph and Mrs. Randolph, is a leader of
youth in her church. She will be married May 3 to Larry
Edge, son of Dr. and Mrs. Findley Edge.

Larry, working in industrial relations with Ford Motor
Company in Detroit, and Donna met when they sang to-
gether in The Motet Singers, a Louisville choral group. They
will spend their honeymoon in Florida, where they have
been invited to sing in the First Baptist Church of West
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES

By H. C. Chiles

(These Lessons for April 6, 1969)

Christ, Our Example In Ministering

John 21:2-13

When Christ arose from the tomb He
won His greatest victory. While living
in the body, after His resurrection, He
continued His ministry of service to
others. Of all who have ever lived,
Christ is the supreme example of min-
istering.

I. The Disciples

In response to the command of Christ,
and in anticipation of seeing Him when
He appeared in fulfillment of His prom-
ise, the disciples returned to Galilee.
While seven of them were waiting for
Christ to appear, Peter, who was always
a man of action, suddenly announced
that he was going fishing. With him it
was a case of self-will and self-pleasing,
for he had not received any instruction
from God to resume his former task of
trying to catch fish. It is entirely pos-
sible that Peter’s statement, “I go a-
fishing,” implied, “Who will go with
me?” Due to his influence over them,
the other six disciples promptly decided
that they would accompany Peter.
Whether it be Peter or someone else,
each person always takes others with
him, either in the right or in the wrong
way. The seven disciples got into a ship,
went out upon the Sea of Tiberias or
Galilee with which they were quite
familiar, engaged in the trade with
which they were best acquainted prior
to their becoming the followers of
Christ, and fished all night long.

II. The Disappointment

These experienced fishermen toiled
and struggled all night long, but they
did not catch any fish. Consequently,
their time and efforts were spent in
vain. Even the best fishermen toil in
vain when God prevents the cooperation
of the fish. Like those fishermen of old,
many people, who are now spending
their time, efforts, and energies in the
pursuit of the things of the world, are
going to discover, sooner or later, that
they have failed to catch anything
worthwhile. It is difficult to conceive of
anything more tragic than a wasted life.

In the early dawn the unsuccessful,
tired, hungry, and discouraged fisher-
men were returning to the shore. Upon
looking toward the beach, they saw a
man standing thereon. He was Jesus
Christ, but they did not recognize Him,
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because they were not exercising their
perceptive and spiritual faculties as they
should have been doing. Christ knew
all about their failure and disappoint-
ment.

Desirous of emphasizing the fact that
their return to their previous occupa-
tion, without any command from Him to
do so, had resulted in their complete
failure, Christ called to His disciples
above the noise of the waves, saying,
“Have ye any meat?” By that He meant,
“Have you caught any fish?” In order
to teach them the all-important lesson,
which we, too, need to learn and to
remember always, that apart from
Christ man cannot do anything success-
fully, our Lord said: “Cast the net on
the right side of the ship.” In faithful
obedience, and without any hesitation,
the disciples cast the net on the oppo-
site side, and immediately it was so
completely filled with fish that the men
were not able to lift it into the boat.

A striking scene greeted the eyes of
the disciples when they came ashore.
They saw a charcoal fire, with fish laid
thereon, and bread. Christ had made the
fire and cooked the fish. Having assum-
ed the role of a cook and a waiter, He
was ready to serve them a simple meal

INTERNATIONAL SERIES

He Is

It was nine o’clock in the morning
when they crucified our Lord. For three
hours after His crucifixion He was ex-
posed to the fierce rays of the sun. At
noon there came a three-hour period of
supernatural darkness which extended
over the whole land. What went on dur-
ing those hours of impenetrable and
mysterious darkness only Deity knows.

Christ died at three o’clock in the
afterncon, thus ending for Him not only
pain and agony, but also insult and
outrage. The Roman centurion, who was
in charge of the execution, was tre-
mendously impressed by the heroic and
majestic bearing of Christ Jesus and by
the supernatural accompaniments of His
death. Because His death was so dif-
ferent from all others he had witnessed,
the centurion readily acknowledged that

of bread and fish. Our Lord is always
ready and willing to serve His people.
He forgives their sins, saves their souls,
transforms their lives, heals their bodies,
comforts their hearts, and supplies their
needs.

III. The Dining

The very fact that fish were on the
fire before the disciples with their full
net arrived at the shore proves that
Christ is not limited or restricted by
what His servants do. He invited them
to “come and dine.” He wanted them
to partake of the provision which He in
compassion and supernatural power had
supplied, entirely separate from their
strenuous efforts. Christ personally pro-
vided and served the breakfast which
met their needs adequately. When the
disciples ate the food which Christ had
provided and prepared for their break-
fast, they found it highly satisfying.
From this miracle, which is the only one
of which we have a record that Christ
performed after His resurrection, we
learn that He makes provision for the
needs of all of His followers. It is an
unspeakable blessing to know that He
will supply our needs while we do His
will in Christian service.

Risen

Christ was the Son of God.
The Burial of Christ

Mark 15:42-47

After Christ’s atoning work was fin-
ished, respect and honor were paid to
His body. Thereafter it was touched
only by believers. Joseph of Arima-
thaea, a secret disciple of Christ, acted

quickly by going to Pilate and obtained.

permission to remove the body of our
Lord from the cross and prepare it for
burial. It frequently happened that the
bodies of criminals were never buried at
all, but were simply taken down from
the crosses and left for the vultures and
the scavenging dogs to consume. Jo-
seph was anxious to prevent this sort
of thing from happening in the case of
Christ.
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Joseph was a man of wealth and posi-
tion, a member of the Sanhedrin and a
secret disciple of Christ. However, he
had not made a confession of his faith
in Christ because he was afraid of the
Jews. His love had bzen subjected to
his fear, but now, in this hour of crisis
his love became triumphant over his
fear. No doubt Joseph regretted the fact
that he had not shown his love for
Christ while He was yet alive. It is one
of the most common tragedies of life
that we keep our praises of people until
they are dead.

The Resurrection of Christ
Mark 16:1-7

Mary of Magdala and Mary the mother
of James carefully observed where they
had laid the body of Christ, and then
returned to their homes and rested on
the Sabbath. They wanted to anoint His
body, but had not been able to do so on
the Sabbath. Their hearts were sad be-
cause they thought their Lord was gone,
never to return.

At sunrise on the morning after the
Sabbath these women and Salome went
to the tomb to anoint the body of the
Lord Jesus as a token of their love for
and devotion to Him. Usually the bodies
of loved ones were anointed at the time
of death, but these friends had not been
given the opportunity of thus honoring
their Master.

As these devoted women hastened to
the tomb through the bracing early
morning air, remembering the sione had
been rolled into its groove to shut the
entrance 1o the sepulcher, they were
wondering, worrying about and discuss-
ing how they might remove it. When
the women arrived at the tomb, they
were amazed to find that their concern
had been entirely unnecessary because
the stone had been rolled away from
the entrance, and the body of Him
Whom they sought was not there.

Upon entering the tomb to perform
their ritual, possessed with mingled fear
and astonishment, the women saw the
white-robed young man sitting within
the sepulcher. Seeing that they were too
frightened for words, he sought to quiet
them by urging them not to be afraid.
He assured the women that they were
no longer to be looking backward to
One Who had died, but that they were
to be looking forward to One Who was
alive.

It is truly marvelous how much con-
solation and encouragement were con-
centrated in those words of God’s mes-
senger. They constituted the first ser-
mon about the resurrection of Christ,
which message was very short and sim-
ple: “He is risen; he is not here: be-
hold the place where they laid him.”
“He is risen” is the most momentous and
meaningful announcement ever made.
The fact of Christ’s resurrection is the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>