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Chaplain B. J. Williamson attaches his chaplain
card to the windshield of his car before leaving to
visit patients of the Mayo Clinic, pictured in the
background. The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
for Home Missions helps support chaplains in their
ministries to people in hospitals, institutions, the
military and industry.
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One of the most graphic descriptions of what it is like to be a sick per-
son is found in the classic book by Richard Cabot and Russell Dicks, The Art
of Ministering to the Sick.

To be sick is to be a stranger, naked, stripped of vigor, weakened by

lack of determination, feverished by hopelessness, bared by broken

confidence; a stranger among strange people, even one’s clothes
changed for a queer abbreviated gown. To be sick is to pass through
strange places of the spirit: the night before an operation, with its
haunting dreads and imaginings, the taking of an anesthetic, the
struggle with post-operative discomforts. To be sick is to face the
uncertainty of diagnosis, the loneliness of convalescence, the diffi-
culties of facing life as a cripple or an invalid . . . To be sick is to

be in prison, imprisoned in one bed, one room, ward, building;

imprisoned within one’s helplessness and one’s handicaps, chained

of Ministering to the Sick. New York: MacMillan Company, 1955,

Here we find something of the feeling and attitude which the sick pa-
tient experiences.

question, “Who is the patient?” The first may appear to be very obvious,
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cultures, environments, and social class levels.
In the third place, the patient is sick. Again, this may seem to be too

or seems to be functioning in such a way as to appear well, one may forget
that he may still be quite ill. Though he is not physically sick, there is a
sense in which he as a person is still sick in the sense that there is some-
thing amiss within his total being. It is important then not to expect of the
sick person that which we might normally expect of the well individual. To
hleip demands and expectations upon a patient would be to reject him as a
sick person.

in one way or another, tries to find some explanation for life and its mean-
ing and for that which is happening to him. In this sense, he is a religious
person as he seeks to understand the meaning of his existence. The content
of that meaning and the nature of that which is the stack pole around
Qich his life is centered constitutes the religion of the individual,

ASKING ABOUT ILLNESS

Who Is The Patient?

8

threat of death. (Richard Cabot and Russell Dicks, The Art

are certain basic things which can be said in answer to the

but it is important to emphasize. The patient is, first of
all, a person. In the hospital setting it is especially
important for people not to lose sight of this fact. Fre-
quently it is quite easy to forget that the patient is more
than a statistic or a particular case in a numbered bed
on a given ward or in a particular room. There is some-
thing quite humiliating about being sick and hospital-
ized. A person may feel that something of his dignity as
a human being has been taken away from him. Sensitive
hospital personnel and visitors to the patient in the hos-
pital try to do and say things that will combat this
feeling and help to enhance the self-esteem of the pa-
tient while he is going through this experience.
Secondly, the patient is a product of a culture. People
get sick and manage illness in different ways in different

mention. However, when a patient does not appear to be sick

all, the patient is a religious person. In other words, the individual,
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Holding The World

Trust in the Lord, and do good; so
shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily
thou shalt be fed. Psalms 37:3

Angxious, busy, afraid, and in a hurry
pretty- well describes the average per-
son. We speak of a faith we do not pos-
sess. We are so busy making a living we
have forgotten how to live. We do not
know how to live and we are afraid to
die. Wars and rumors of wars with their
threats of germ warfare, megaton death
and total annihilation give us reason,
we feel, to be afraid. If this is not
enough, consider the learned prophets
of doom who declare that if we don’t
kill ourselves in mass suicide we will
breed ourselves into starvation and
trample one another to death. Where,
oh where is God?

I sat on the bank of Kentucky Lake,
on a mossy hillside under a huge spread-
ing oak, and considered my luxurious
green carpet. I remembered that God
had an unbelievably complex world in
the life cycle of that moss. Many a col-
lege freshman has spent a second semes-
ter in biology because God has created
moss with an intricate and little under-
stood life cycle. I sat on another whole
world of God’s creation. “If God so
clothe the grasses of the field, which
today is and tomorrow is cast into the
oven, shall he not much more clothe
you, O ye of little faith.” Matthew 6:30

As I sat there thinking on these things
an ant struggled by with a load much
to big for him. Since I do not speak
ant language I couldn’t tell him of his
plight and he continued to carry his
heavy load on to his nest anyway. Fool-
ish little ant, if only he knew of the
insecticides man had developed he
wouldn’t be so confident. I had in my
boat enough deadly insecticide to wipe
out his whole tribe, but he didn’t know
it so he went on his way, apparently
unafraid.

Where is God? Everywhere. He knows
about herbicides, pesticides and geno-
cides. He also has a plan for mosses,
ants and men. Don’t push the panic
button yet, He holds the whole world
in His hands.
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Back Yard Or Front Street —
It's Still Sunday!

by Samuel A. Jeanes,
Pastor, First Baptist Church,
Merchantville, New Jersey

Some of our modern day problems of
the observance of the Lord’s Day are
brought into focus by the story about
a little boy who was playing out in the
street one Sunday afternoon. Because
he was making considerable noise while
he played, his mother called to him and
said, “John, don’t you know it is Sun-
day? Why don’t you play in the back-
yard?” John answered, “Isn’t it Sunday
in the backyard, too?”

Way back in the dawn of history
Almighty God gave an example of rest
for all mankind when He finished His
creative work. This is really what Sab-
bath means. But after He gave this ex-
ample recorded in Genesis 2:1,2 there
is a silence about the Sabbath. It begins
in the Garden of Eden and continues
right down to the Mount of Sinai. But
then on Mount Sinai by divine 'decree
the Sabbath became a part of the Law.
The Bible says:

“Remember the sabbath day, to
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
labor, and do all thy work; But the
seventh day is the sabbath of the
LORD thy God; in it thou shalt not
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor
thy stranger that is within thy gates;
For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested on the
seventh day; wherefore the LORD
blessed the sabbath day, and hal-
lowed it.” (Exodus 20:8-11)

God set the sabbath apart as a sign
between Himself and His people. When-
ever they were tempted to forget Him,
this observance of the sabbath was de-
signed to jog their memories and turn
them back to Him.

Interestingly enough, the Old Testa-
ment sabbath was not a day of sacrifice.
It was not even a special day of worship.
It was a reminder from the Eternal God
that man needed to rest — that animals
needed to rest— the sabbath was a
humane provision for all living things.
Yet God in His wisdom knew that when
men’s bodies were rested and their
minds were at peace, the door of the
soul could swing open easily to the wit-
ness of the Holy Spirit.

But our Lord’s Day is different from
the sabbath of the Old Testament. The
need for rest of body and mind is still
there, for men can be weary in both the
Old and New dispensations. We still
must not forget that one seventh of our
time is sacred because it is to be used
for and dominated by a command from
the Lord Himself. The Sabbath falls on
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the seventh day but the Lord’s Day
comes on the first day of the week. One
points us to the fact that God rested
at creation, but the Lord’s Day of the
Christian celebrates the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Sabbath,
who is ever active in His work of re-
demption for sinners. In the Old Testa-
ment era men were obliged to keep the
sabbath, but the Lord’s Day is observed,
not out of obligation, but because of the
love and devotion that is expressed on
that day in both worship and Christian
service. To the Christian the Lord’s Day
is in both the front street and the back
yard —but it is there, not to restrict
him or to legally, obligate him, but
rather to enable him to serve His Lord
because he has an abiding love and de-
votion for the Son of God who died for
his sins and Who ever lives to make
intercession.

Shortly after the 1969 Presidential
Prayer Breakfast held in the nation’s
capitol there appeared in the Congres-
sional Record the remarks made on that
occasion by President Richard M. Nixon.

He remarked that all of the Presidents
had gone out of office with an even
greater reliance on God than when they
began their administration. He told
about an experience of General Andrew
Jackson who became President coming
almost directly from the battlefield to
the executive mansion. One day a com-
mittee from New Orleans came to
Washington to invite him to participate
in the dedication of a monument com-
memorating the Battle of New Orleans.
President Jackson thanked them for
their invitation but he said, “I'm sorry
but I can’t come.” They asked him why
and he answered, “Because it is on
Sunday!” But, Mr. President, they said,
“You fought in the Battle of New Or-
leans on Sunday.” The President said,
“I know, but that was by necessity. My
decision now is by choice.”

Our Lord does not want us to be over-
come by our duties to the world to the
extent that we forget Him. He offers us
divine wisdom to enable us to discern —
yes, to spiritually discern between what
is necessary and what is not. And He is
pleased when we discern wisely., How-
ever, He must be very pleased when our
decisions to properly observe the Lord’s
Day grow out of — not necessity — nor
obligation — but out of choice because
we love Him and His Day.

Reduced To A Trickle
By Upstream Diversions

United States Army engineers began throwing switches and turning valves at
midnight one November evening in 1966. By dawn the mighty flow of the Niagara
River over the American Falls had slowed to a trickle.

For seven hours, the 8,000 cubic feet of water which usually plunges over the
falls every second was reduced to 2,000. This gigantic power house became power-
less during a seven-hour study of rock structure.

How was the Niagara Falls reduced to a trickle? This was accomplished by
an upstream diversion, sending most of the flow over the companion Horseshoe

(Canadian) Falls.

The Cooperative Program is a lot like a river that gathers mission monies
from many streams of different sizes and channels it into one unified effort to
reach the most people for Christ. It is the arm of the local church extending to

the world.

Many Southern Baptist churches are tempted by “upstream diversions.”
Enough of these could reduce the flow of mission money from our churches to a

trickle.

Building needs on the local level is a potential diversion. A church must minis-

ter to its own community first. That is the divine order — Jerusalem (home town),
Judea (state), and then to the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8). But a
church should look long and hard at the situation before it sacrifices its world
outreach to upgrade its facilities.

Special offerings in the local church can divert mission money if they are
not kept in proper perspective. No church should turn a deaf ear to these special
offerings for state, national, and foreign mission causes. They serve as needed
transfusions for specific mission causes. But the leaders of a church should con-
tinually inform their fellow members that the Cooperative Program is the heart-
beat of support for mission causes around the world.

The Cooperative Program is Southern Baptists’ program of cooperative con-
cern for the world. It is possible only through the tithes and offerings of the indi-
vidual Christian. His church’s giving to world missions through the Cooperative
Program is his guarantee that world missions support will never be reduced to a
trickle.




DALEYS OBSERVATIONS

More Baptist Decline Can Be Expected

Things are not what they used to be in many
places, including Baptist churches. And this is alarm-
ing to some of us who tend to measure success in
Baptist circles by statistics. It is no secret that South-
ern Baptists have lost ground in Sunday School,
Training Union, W.M.U., Brotherhood and in other
places during the last several years. Most churches
are struggling to stay even and many others are ac-
tually experiencing decline. A few suburban churches
are growing but mostly at the expense of declining
churches in other areas of the city.

What’s wrong? Some think we have just quit
working and these observers are certain if we did
the same things we did in the 40’s and 50’s but in a
bigger and better way, we would regain our momen-

tum. Others say we are experiencing a rebellion °

against the over-organization of Baptist churches and
a resistance toward the Baptist establishment, what-
ever that is. Others are more pessimistic and say the
world, including many Baptists, is just plunging head-
long toward hell.

Whatever truth there may be to any of these ob-
servations, there are probably more discerning in-
sights to be considered. One of these has to do with
the social and cultural changes of modern society.
And these changes have penetrated by now to some
extent to the last rural hamlet.

Until recent years there was strong social and
cultural pressure in most communities of the older
Southern Baptist areas to belong to and to attend
church. It was the thing to do and nearly everybody
who was anybody belonged to some church no matter
how little religion he might demonstrate in the way
he lived. This at least made successful church sta-
tistics.

But it is a different story today. All of the old

accepted values are up for question and one of these
is church affiliation and attendance. Whereas once
those who defied the social and cultural pattern and
had nothing to do with the church had to defend
their way of life, it is almost the other way around
now. Those who put church and religion first have
to defend their way of life. For many years the suc-
cess of most any Baptist project in the “Bible belt”
was assured, but now, as Leonard Hill puts it in his
W.M.U. mission study book on the Northeast, the
Bible belt is in its last notch.

To put it bluntly, it is no longer the “in thing” to
belong to and to attend church as it once was. Add
to this loss of the social pressure the amount of money
available to people to buy boats, trailers and other
weekend recreation equipment and the explanation
for sagging church statistics becomes a little clearer.

What will be the outcome? We will find it harder
and harder in the future to win new members like
we have in the past. It will also be harder and harder
to hold present members whose commitment is not
strong. The church will have to come up with more
and more meaningful ministries to win and hold
members.

We are also likely to see.a refining process in
which the strong and the weak are separated. Those
who mean business as Christians will stay by the
church; the superficial will go the way of the world.
And so we can expect further loss in quantity but
a gain in quality in church members. In this respect
we might be better off. We will be more like the New
Testament church which we have always claimed to
be. Maybe it’s time our churches tried to walk with-
out the crutches of social and cultural pressure in
favor of religion.

A Conference Program To Be Commended

The criticism which has been directed toward the
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission for pro-
gram personalities invited to participate in a seminar
in Atlanta, March 16-18, is understandable but un-
justified. Lack of understanding the plans and the
purpose of the seminar no doubt accounts for most
of the criticism from churches, pastors and state
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editors.

Two participants in the conference are Joseph
Fletcher, professor of sacred ethics at Episcopal Theo-
logical School, Cambridge, Massachusetts, and Anson
Mount, public affairs manager of Playboy magazine.
Fletcher is regarded as the father of situation ethics
which says a thing is not right or wrong in itself but
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is right or wrong according to the situation in which
it happens. The philosophy of Playboy is suggested
by its very name.

Those without information as to why such men
were invited to this conference might be expected to
object, but once informed it is hard to see why any-
one would be critical. (See Forum letter and news
article in this issue.) Objection to hearing firsthand
those who we believe are teaching anti-Christian
ethics suggests an insecurity on our part or an un-
willingness to hear contrary views.

We might as well face it. Millions of Baptists are
confronted every day with Fletcher’s situation eth-
ics and Hugh Hefner’s Playboy philosophy. As her-
alds of the Christian gospel we had better know what
these false prophets are saying. We cannot intelli-
gently refute what we don’t understand and how
better to understand what one is preaching than to
hear him firsthand.

Some of the critics of this conference program
probably have never heard either of these men. Nei-
ther have they likely read the primary sources from
which their philosophies come. More likely they have
heard broadside denunciations or read secondary
sources and formed conclusions. Which is more forth-
right, honest and fair? To talk eyeball to eyeball with
these men giving the Christian refutation to their
views or to flail away at them from the unchallenged
pulpit or from behind the editor’s protected desk
without ever hearing them or reading their works?

If such men were invited to this conference as an
expression of agreement with their teaching, then
loud criticism would be in order. But this is not the
case. Just the opposite is the case. The format of the
program provides that two of the most able Baptist

BAPTIST FORUM

OPPOSES COMMISSION boy, Hugh Hefner,

teachers of Christian ethics will be paired with these
two speakers. Southern Baptist Seminary professor
Henlee Barnett will debate Joseph Fletcher and
Southwestern Seminary professor William Pinson
will debate Anson Mount. If Southern Baptist Semi-
nary teachers cannot hold their own with these fel-
lows, it’s time we knew it. I believe they can. If
Christian ethics cannot vanquish these worldly eth-
ics in a face-to-face encounter, we need to know it.
I have no doubt nor fear.

There’s plenty of precedent for such confrontation
of Christian philosophy with worldly philosophy. The
Apostle Paul didn’t shy away from the pagan phi-
losophies and philosophers of his day. He knew he
had something superior to Greek philosophy and
therefore was never insecure but rather was always
willing to confront anyone anywhere with the gospel.

The great Christian apologists of the first two or
three centuries of the Christian era rendered Chris-
tian service of inestimable value by refaiting pagan
philosophies. To read their works one is persuaded
they knew as much about the pagan ethics of their
day as they did about Christian ethics. If we minister
effectively in our day, and especially to youth, we had
better know first-hand what men like Fletcher and
Mount are saying. Else how will we have an answer
for our youth who are hearing such men with or
without our approval.

The Christian Life Commission is to be commend-
ed rather than criticized for arranging such a con-
ference program. Not any of the 350 participants are
likely to be converted by Fletcher and Mount. On
the other hand it will be an opportunity to witness to
these teachers of worldly ethics. .

We as Baptists must stand against
such action.

Utica, Kentucky Louard C. Gray

COMMISSION CONFERENCE
EXPLAINED

doesn’t hide his Desr Editor:

CONFERENCE
Dear Editor:

According to the official Southern
Baptist publication for Georgia, The
Christian Index, for January 29, 1970,
the Christian Life Commission is hold-
ing a seminar on Sex Education in At-
lanta, Georgia, March 16-18, at the
American Motel.

This article states that among the
personnel invited to participate are
Anson Mount, public affairs manager of
Playboy magazine, and Joseph Fletcher,
the father of the ‘“new morality” or
“situation ethics.” i

No single publication in America has
attacked Christian morality and the in-
spiration of the Scriptures as much as
Playboy magazine. The owner of Play-
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hatred for Christianity and Bible moral-
ity. He uses his Playboy magazine as a
personal vendetta against religious or-
thodoxy and Christian morals.

As far as Joseph Fletcher is con-
cerned, he is the father of “situation
ethics” or the “new morality.” He favors
premarital sex or even acts of homo-
sexuality providing the partner in the
sex act is agreeable.

I feel that we as Baptists should pro-
test this action by the Christian Life
Commission and write to them our dis-
approval of such action, You can write
to the following address, The Christian
Life Commission, 460 James Robertson
Parkway, Nashville, Tennessee 37219.

Remember, the Christian Life Com-
mission is supported by our Cooperative
Program money. !

The Christlan Life Commission’s na-
tional seminar, scheduled for March 16-
18 in Atlanta, is designed to assist
Southern Baptists to think more deeply
about an authentic Christian morality,
based squarely on biblical teaching,
which is neither hard legalism nor soft
situationalism.

The seminar will allow the partici-
pants to hear widely differing points of
view, with full freedom for debate be-
tween speakers and ample time for ques-
tions and statements from the floor.

In order to understand what the Bible
is saying to Christians about morality
in 1870, we need to know what those
who proclaim “another morality” are
saying. We need to understand the

(continued on page 15)




For Denver Convention

Elect Convention

Messengers, Get

Registration Cards Sanders Urges

Harold G. Sanders, executive secre-
tary of the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion, recently received 600 registration
cards for Kentucky messengers to the
Southern Baptist Convention.

This year the Convention will meet
in Currigan Hall in Denver, Colorado.
Dates for the meeting are June 1-4.
Sanders pointed out that the starting
date is different from that listed in the
1970 Diary. By special vote, the Con-
vention agreed to begin this 125th anni-
versary session on Monday evening and
close Thursday at noon. The dates list-
ed in the Diary indicate the convention
begins on Tuesday.

Messengers should keep the date
change in mind when making hotel
reservations and travel plans, Sanders
said.

Those planning to register as con-
vention messengers should request reg-
istration cards from Sanders’ office in
the Baptist Building, Middletown 40243.
Each church should request the exact
number of cards for the messengers it
has.

Article III of the Southern Baptist
Convention Constitution defines the
amount of representation to which a
church is entitled. It reads as follows:

Article III: Membership: The Con-
vention shall consist of messengers
who are members of missionary Bap-
tist churches cooperating with the
Southern Baptist Convention as fol-
lows:

1. One (1) messenger from each
such church which is in friendly
cooperation with this Conven-
tion and sympathetic with its
purposes and work and has dur-
ing the fiscal year preceding
been a bona fide contributor to
the Convention’s work.

2. One (1) additional messenger
from each such church for every
two hundred and fifty (250)
members; or for each $250 paid
to the work of the Convention
during the fiscal year preceding
the annual meeting.

3. The messengers shall be ap-
pointed and certified by the
churches to the Convention, but
no church may appoint more
than ten (10).

4. Each messenger shall be a mem-
ber of the church by which he
is appointed.

Convention bylaws require that each
messenger be elected by his local church
and that registration cards be properly
filled out by the church moderator or
clerk.

Persons without registration cards
must prove their election as convention
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messengers to the Convention’s Creden-
tials Committee.

Registration secretary Fred Kendall
said that a messenger with a properly
filled out registration card can be proc-
essed in a minute’s time. Those without
the cards sometimes take hours before
all the items can be double-checked and
credentials issued.

Other meetings of interest to those
attending the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion are‘the Pastors’ Conference and the
Woman'’s Missionary Union Convention.

These organizations will meet prior to
the Convention. Sunday afternoon, May
31, the two groups will sponsor a joint
music festival, That evening the two
will combine forces for an evangelistic
service.

Monday morning and afternoon the
Pastors’ Conference and the Woman'’s
Missionary Union will hold separate
meetings in the Convention area.

The Music Conference has scheduled
its meetings on Friday and Saturday
following the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. Meeting at the First American
Baptist Church, the sessions will begin
Friday morning at 8:00 a.m. and con-
clude Saturday at 11:45 a.m.

As of this printing, no information
has been received regarding the meet-
ing of the Religious Education Associ-
ation.

NEW PARSONAGE—White’s Run Bap-
tist Church, Easterday, Kentucky, re-
cently dedicated a new parsonage. The
three bedroom, brick veneer home i3
fully electric. Funds for the home were
provided by the late Miss Gertrude Tan-
dy, a former member of the White’s Run
church. Pastor Richard Bean and fam-
ily are the parsonage’s first occupants.

Shaping the 70’s conferences

Shaping the 70’s associational clinics
or conferences are being held and
planned for the near future in every
association—watch for your own and be
sure to see that your church leaders —
pastor, Sunday School Superintendent,
Training Union Director, Church Music
Director, Brotherhood Director, W.M.U.
Director and Church Librarian or per-
son who orders literature for the or-
ganizations of the church are present!

They will come back to the church to
thrill you with the opportunities and
challenges in the changes which are
coming this summer and fall in our lit-
erature, grouping and grading, and oth-
er aspects. Your missionary or modera-
tor or both are planning these. As you
get this some few associations will al-
ready have met but the majority will
soon be held!

Special person to help

An ‘“Associational Shaping the 170’s
Opportunities Representative” is an
added helper in each association — call
on him for speeches, interpretation, or
personal help: ask your moderator/
missionary who he is. He received spe-
cial training last week in the State
Shaping the 70’s Conference, along with
other officers. Read on.

Associational leaders trained

More than 600 association officers and
leaders from 78 of the 80 assoclations
met the week of February 23-28 at
Cedarmore and Bowling Green’s First
church in the State-SBC sponsored
“Shaping the 70’s Conferences” for As-
sociational Teams. They were a thrilled
and excited group. They are now busy
at work to train church leaders in every
church in their separate associations.
So, watch for their “Pastors’ Clinics”
and “Associational Church Officers Con-
ferences” for ‘“Shaping the 70’s.” (See
first paragraph above.)

New order blank

Like changing models on tractors,
radios and cars, we are changing models
in our church literature for 8.8, T.U.,
W.M.U., Brotherhood, Music, etc., come
October 1st. BUT, you will need to order
your literature before July 1st, so get
familiar with the new order blank, the
new literature — new names, new age-
groupings. Consult your pastor, associ-
ational officer, and read any article you
see on this. It’s a great model change —
and you're gonna like it!
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Staff Changes

First, Williamsburg, Calls Highland

First Baptist Church of Williamsburg
has called Jim HIGHLAND as its new pas-
tor. A native of Lexington, Highland is
a graduate of Georgetown College and
Southern Seminary,

Previous pastorates for Highland in-
clude Salt River Baptist Church, Dan-
ville; Hopewell Bap-
tist Church, Har-
rodsburg; and First
Baptist Church,
Liberty.

For the past six
years he has been
pastor of the Cum-
berland Baptist
Church in Knox-
ville, Tennessee,
During that time
the church grew
from 284 members
to 850. The church

HIGHLAND
budget increased from $45,000 to over
$100,000.

Highland is married to the former
Drucilla Burnside of Danville. The cou-
ple has two children.

L. HaroLp LEE is the new educational
director of Third Baptist Church,
Owensboro. He assumed his new post
March 1.

Lee, a native of Ludlow, Kentucky, is
a graduate of Southwestern Seminary
in Ft. Worth, Texas. For the past sev-
eral years he has been educational di-
rector of First Baptist Church, Madison-
ville.

He is married to the former Mazie
Irene Riley of Clay, Kentucky. The cou-
ple has two children.

D. W. BiLLINGTON has retired as pas-
tor of Delmont Baptist Church in Little
River Association. He is 78 years old.

Billington has served as pastor of
Baptist churches for the past 46 years.
During that time he has served 10
churches in Kentucky and one church
in Tennessee. Billington is available for
supply preaching.

RonaALD RicH of Laurens, South Caro-
lina, has accepted the call of First Bap-
tist Church, Middlesboro, to be their
associate pastor. He will begin his serv-
ice there the latter part of March.

Rich is a graduate of Carson-Newman
(Baptist) College in Tennessee. He holds
the master of religious education degree
from Southwestern Seminary in Texas.

For the past three years he has served
the First Baptist Church of Laurens,
South Carolina, as associate pastor.

RoBERT W. Ivy has resigned as pastor
of the First Baptist Church of Clinton,
after flve years. He accepted a post with
the state department of education as
counsellor in the rehabilitation service.
The resignation was effective March 1.

At the time of his resignation, Ivy was
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a member of the state’s Executive Board.
He is available for supply work and
interim pastorates.

KENNETH E. HALE began his duties as
minister of music of the First Baptist
Church of Leitchfield on February 22.

He is a second year student in the

'school of church music at Southern

Seminary. He also holds a degree from
Georgetown College. Previously, Hale
served the Evergreen Baptist Church,
Frankfort, as minister of music.

Miss RutH Ovuzrs, manager of the
Baptist Book Store in Roanoke, Virginia,
for the past three years, began her work
as the new manager of the Louisville,
Kentucky Baptist Book Store on Jan-
uary 1, 1970.

A native of South Carolina, Miss
Ouzts has been manager of the Baptist
Book Store at Southeastern Baptist The-
ological Seminary, Wake Forest, North
Carolina. She also served as library con-
sultant for Baptist Book Stores in Alex-
andria, Louisiana, Raleigh, North Caro-
lina and Charlotte, North Carolina.

Miss Ouzts earned a bachelor of arts
degree from Winthrop College, Rock
Hill, South Carolina, and also a master
of religious education degree from the
Woman’s Missionary Union Training
School, now merged with Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville,
Kentucky.

J. V. CARLISLE, a former staff mem-
ber at Crescent Hill Baptist Church,
Louisville, has been called as interim
pastor of the South Park Baptist
Church, Long Run Association. He will
begin this duty April 1.

A. J. CuppP has accepted the pastorate
of the Mt. Olivet Baptist Church in
Lynn Camp Association, He comes to
Mt. Olivet from Corbin.

RoGeEr WoLFE has accepted the call of
the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church to
be their new pastor. He goes to this
position from the pastorate of the Pine
Top Mission in Eastern Kentucky. Wolfe
succeeds CALEB McFADDEN who resigned
because of ill health.

STEPHEN C. BYRUM, a native of Ath-
ens, Tennessee, and a first year student
at Southern Seminary, has been called
as pastor of the Waddy Baptist Church,
Waddy. His services began on February
22. Byrum is a graduate of Tennessee
Wesleyan College.

Byrum succeeds ARGIN FLoyp who re-
signed to accept the call of the Valley
Grove Baptist Church in Thomaston,
Georgia,

RoGer DALE Conrap of Hebron, Ken-
tucky, has accepted the call to be pas-
tor of Oak Ridge Baptist Church in
Crittenden Association.’ He began his
ministry with the church March 1.

MISSION GIFT—Ralph Avenue Baptist Church, Long Run Association, has suc-
cessfully completed a campaign to raise funds to purchase a small bus for Guam
missionaries Mr. and Mrs. Louis McCall. The need for the bus to transport islanders
back and forth to church was presented several months ago when Mrs. McCall
addressed the church. The challenge was accepted and the financial campaign
conducted through the Woman’s Missionary Union and the Sunday School. On
Sunday, March 1, McCall spoke to the church and the presentation was made.
Above, Mrs. Edith Mercer, left center, presents the check to the McCalls. On far left
is Ralph Avenue pastor Louis Walters; at right, Joe Shively, Brotherhood Director.
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SBC Coop. Program Receipts Fall In February

Contributions to missions through the
Southern Baptist Convention Coopera-
tive Program unified budget decreased
during the month of February by 6.18
percent, causing total gifts for the year

to drop below the 1969 level by .17

percent.

Total contributions through the Co-
operative Program for the first two
months of 1970 reached $4,943,251, a
decrease of $38,438 or .77 percent com-
pared to the $4.98 million given during
the first two months of 1969.

Tea Honors
Mrs. Ferguson

Highlighting the annual Woman'’s
Missionary Union Convention this year
will be a Tea honoring retiring W.M.U.
executive secretary Mrs. George Fergu-
son.,

Scheduled for Wednesday, April 1, the
Tea will be held at the Immanual Bap-
tist Church, Paducah, immediately fol-

lowing the after-

Convention.

Mrs. R. L. Mathis,
president of Wom-
an’s Missionary Un-
ion, SBC, will be one
of the hostesses for
the occasion. She
will be assisted by
past state presidents
as well as the host
Woman’s Mission-
ary Union,

MRs. FERGUSON Mrs. Ferguson has
headed Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
Union since 1949. She will retire at the
end of September.

The Convention begins March 31 and
continues through April 2. The First
Baptist Church of Paducah will house
the meeting.

Cumberland College
Presents Play

The Cumberland College Circle The-
atre will present the two-act English
drama, “A Man For All Seasons,” March
17-21.

The play, by Robert Bolt, revolves
around the struggle a man has between
his conscience and his loyalty to the
state.

The production will be presented each
night at 8 o’clock at the Circle Theatre
on Main Street in Williamsburg. The
box office will be open from noon to 5:30
p.m. at the theatre for tickets. Reserva-
tions may be made by telephoning 549-
3886. Tickets are $1.°

noon session of the

During the month of February, Co-
cperative Program giving was $2,329,680,
a decrease of $153,437 or 6.18 percent
from the $2.48 million contributed in
February, 1969. The February, 1969, giv-
ing was a 12.8 percent increase over
February, 1968, gifts.

John H. Williams, financial secretary
for the SBC Executive Committee, ex-
plained that there was one state (Ken-
tucky) which has sent in only one of
the two month’s Cooperative Program
checks, accounting for about $100,000
of the decrease. Of the 31 state con-
ventions, 15 have reported decreases in
giving for the first two months of the
year. Three states did not send in any
funds during February.

Garnett Morton, business manager of
the Kentucky Baptist Convention, said
the Cooperative Program check was

mailed a day late last month. He ex-
plained that the secretary who usually
mails the check was ill part of the time.
Morton said he assumed the check had
been mailed and the secretary thought
the check was mailed during her illness.

“When we realized we still had the
check we mailed it immediately,” Mor-
ton added. Kentucky’s contribution to
the Cooperative Program during Feb-
ruary totaled $115,726.19. This will be
reflected in the March report from
Nashville.

In addition to the $4.9 million in Co-
operative Program contributions during
1970, Southern Baptists have given $10.9
million in designated offerings to spe-
cific mission causes. The $10.9 million
is a $139,225 or 1.25 percent decrease
when compared to 1969 designated gifts.
(BP)

Small Church Conference Planned

The Thirteenth Annual Rural and
Small Church Conference will be held
at 9 am. to 3 p.m.,, March 21, at the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
The conference is sponsored in coopera-
tion with student pastors in the field
education program of the seminary.

Keynote speaker for the conference
will be John McBride, assistant secre-
tary in the department of rural-urban
missions of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s Home Mission Board.

The program will include seven group
conferences dealing with such topics as
youth work, Bible teaching, the work of

i —
Qecch(nft X;& -

deacons, worship, and evangelism. A dis-
tinctive feature of the conference this
year will be an emphasis on the role of
the denomination in the life of the small
church. ;

The conference is designed to
strengthen the churches in the Ken-
tuckiana area. All laymen and pastors
from. small churches in Kentucky and
Indiana are invited to attend.

Further information may be obtained
by writing Field Education Office,
Southern Seminary, 2825 Lexington
Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40206.

~~~~~~
sk

CANADIAN VISITORS—Five Canadians representing the Baptist Union of West-
ern Canada arrived at Bowman Field in Louisville recently while en route to an
evangelism clinic in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. During the stopover in Louisville, the
Canadians met with theological students from the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary who might be interested in service in the Canadian West. The visitors
are, left to right, Richard Darling, chairman of evangelism for Western Canada;
Bruce Haskins, area minister for Saskatchewan; Lloyd Pierce, area minister for
British Columbia; Richard C. Standerwich, area minister for Alberta; and Terry
Summach, an executive board member for the convention and pilot for the group.

WESTERN RECORDER

MISSIONS CONFERENCE — More than 1,100 students from 23 states met Febru-

ary 27 through March 1 on the campus of the Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville for the annual Student Missions Conference. Entitled “My Brother
or My Bother,” the conference featured dialogue sessions on contemporary topics
and vocational aspects of missions as well as worship services. Among those stu-
dents from Kentucky who attended were Wayne Ackley (middle) of Morehead
State University and George W. Noe (right) of the University of Kentucky. They
are pictured with Gene Adams, Southern Seminary student from Wingo.

Seminarians Plan
iy i
Pioneer Penetration

For the twelfth consecutive year
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary will involve over 50 students in
“field” revival meetings through the
evangelistic program ‘“Ploneer Penetra-
tion,” to be held during the March
spring break.

The program will involve seminary
students in 14 states including Wyom-
ing, Colorado, Nebraska, Wisconsin,
Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Penn-
sylvania, Maryland, New Hampshire,
New York and Rhode Island.

Roy Fish, professor of evangelism
and director of the project, reported
that the project is an effort to see that
churches and missions in the pioneer
areas have at least one revival a year.

Pioneer Penetration  was originally
started by two Southwestern students
in 1959 and since then has been under-
written by the Panhandle Baptist Foun-
dation, Inc., a foundation operated by a
group of laymen in West Texas inter-
ested in evangelism and missions. The
foundation is headed by Advisory Coun-.
cil member J. C. Humphrey,

Five Georgetonians Listed In 'Outstanding Young Men'

Five Georgetown College alumni have
been selected for inclusion in the 1970
edition of Outstanding Young Men In
America, it was revealed by W. M. Davis,
editor of the publication.

Three of the honorees are natives of
Louisville. They are: Charles Parks,
college chemistry teacher; Norman
Kercher, sales executive; and Dave Har-
ralson, college English teacher. Marine
Captain Ed Klatte is from Richmond
and Norman Brown, a manufacturers
representative, calls his native home
Owensboro.

Parks graduated from Georgetown
with the class of 1962. He took an as-
signment with Owens Corning Glass as
a chemist for two years. He returned to
the University of Louisville where he
was granted the PhD. degree last
spring. He is teaching chemistry at
Mississippi College in Clinton, Missis-
sippi.

Norman Kercher, a 1958 alumnus,
was a teacher-coach in the Jefferson
County school system from 1958-61. He
joined the pharmaceutical firm of E. R.
Squibb in 1961 as a sales representative.
He was named the General Sales Man-
ager of the company 18 months ago
with offices based in New York City. He
was a three-letter football player at
Georgetown.

Harralson enrolled at Kent State Uni-
versity after the completion of his un-
dergraduate studies at Georgetown in
1964. He was awarded the Masters de-
gree by Kent State in 1966. The Uni-
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versity named him a teaching assistant
in the English department while he con-
tinued his studies for the Doctor’s de-
gree. He was granted the Ph.D. last
June, He is presently teaching at Utica
College in the University of New York
system.

Klatte, an honor graduate of the class
of 1965, was a tackle on the Tiger foot-
ball team for three seasons. He enlisted
in the Marine Corps out of high school.
He continued his career in the Marines
following his undergraduate work. At
the present time he is on leave from the
Corps while pursuing work toward a
Doctor of Jurisprudence degree at Duke
University Law School.

Norman Brown graduated from
Georgetown in 1963. He was a star at
offensive tackle four seasons with the
football Tigers. He was an All State
tackle at Owensboro before coming to
Georgetown. He has distinguished him-
self in the sales fleld with N. B, Sales
Company of St. Louis. He has been with
this firm since his graduation.

Doug Blankenship, past U.S., Jaycee
president (1962-63), who is serving as
chairman of the board, said that the
men selected “have distinguished them-
selves in one or more fields of endeavor
to the point of being outstanding.” The
men chosen are between the ages of 21
and 35.

Nominations for the honor are made
by Jaycee chapters, college alumni as-
sociations and military commandants.
Criteria for selection include a man’s

service to others, professional excellence,
business advancement, charitable activi-
ties and civic and professional recog-
nition.

The 1970 ‘edition of Outstanding
Young Men In America will be the sixth
edition of this annual compilation.

National Library
Conference Planned
At Southern Seminary

A nationwide library conference
scheduled for April 24-25 at Southern
Seminary in Louisville, will deal with
the possible future of the church library
and library services.

Topics for discussion will include
audiovisual education; the use of print-
ed and audiovisual materials; materials
to meet needs of the handicapped; or-
dering, storing and distributing church
literature; media in advanced educa-
tional technology; extension libraries;
story and film hours; media for use in
witnessing and counseling, and facili-
ties and materials for providing learn-
ing aids.

Directors of library services, church
staff members, library staff members
and other interested persons are eli-
gible. Further information may be ob-
tained from the Church Library De-
partment, 127 Ninth Avenue, North,
Nashville, Tennessee 37203.



Nixon Asks
Congress For Aid

To Parochial
Schools

President Richard Nixon has proposed
federal education reforms designed to
strengthen both the public and private
schools of the nation.

In a ‘“Message on Education Reform”
sent to Congress, the President (1) pro-
posed a new National Institute of Edu-
cation, (2) announced a President’s
Commission on School Finance, (3)
asked for funds for a program to help
every American learn to read, and (4)
proposed a network of child develop-
ment projects for pre-schoolers.

Discussing his Commission on School
Finance, Nixon said: “The specific prob-
lem of parochial schools is to be a par-
ticular assignment of the commission.”

The President made it clear that he
intends to find ways to help the paro-
chial schools in the nation. He declared
that such schools are essential to the
education processes of the nation and
that they must remain in operation.

“The non-public elementary and sec-
ondary schools in the United States
have long been an integral part of the
nation’s educational establishment,” the
President said. They “provide a divers-
ity which our educational system would
otherwise lack,” he continued.

Nixcn championed the parochial
schools as a safeguard against educa-
tional mcnopoly by the public schools.
Further, he said that they offer parents
a choice of schools for their children.

‘“Up to now,” the President continu-
ued, “we have failed to consider the
consequences of declining enrollments
in private elementary and secondary
schools, most of them church-supported,
which educate 11 percent of all pupils —
close to six million school children,

“In the past two years, close to a
thousand non-public elementary and
secondary schools closed, and most of
their displaced pupils enrolled in local
public schools.”

“The President urged the commission
on school finance to keep two considera-
tions mind: “First, our purpose here
is not‘to aid religion in particular but
to promote diversity in education; sec-
ond, that non-public schools in America
are closing at the rate of one a day.”

The purpose of the new proposed Na-
tional Institute of Education is research
and experimentation in the United
States. Both public and private schools
would be included in the program. (BP)

Baptist Joint Committee Opposes Parochial School Aid

The Baptist Joint Committee on Pub-
lic affairs in Washington, D.C., com-
mended President Richard Nixon for his
concern for quality education for every
American child as expressed in his re-
form message to Congress.

However, the Baptist agency balked
on the President’s proposals for federal
aid to the nation’s parochial schools.

The President’s message to Congress
coincided with the semi-annual meeting
of the Baptist Joint Committee, giving
the Baptists an ‘“on-the-scene” oppor-
tunity to respond to his proposals.

The Baptist leaders registered “con-
cern over the inherent church-state and
public policy issues” raised by the Presi-
dent’s message on education.

Joint Committee Head Sets Retirement

The Baptist Joint Committee on Pub-
lic Affairs in semi-annual meeting in
Washington, D.C., took steps to select
a successor to C. Emanuel Carlson,
executive director since 1954, who has
announced his retirement in April, 1971.

Carlson made his announcement on
the basis of the personnel policy of the
committee, which requires retirement
the first of the month following an em-
ployee’s 65th birthday.

At present the executive director of
the Baptist Joint Committee is on a
leave of absence for research and writ-
ing. During his absence the administra-
tive duties of the committee are being
carried out by John Baker, associate
cxecutive director,

. The committee to nominate Carlson’s
suzcessor was appointed by Homer J.
Tucker, chairman of the joint commit-
tee. It is composed of five of the chief
executives of the denominations that
maintain the public affairs work. They
are: Porter W. Routh (Southern Bap-
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tist Convention) Edwin H. Tuller
(American Baptist Convention), War-
ren R. Magnuson (Baptist General Con-
ference), G. K. Zimmerman (North
American Baptist General Conference)
and Alton K. Wheeler (Seventh-Day
Baptist General Conference). (BP)

Woman’s Committee Meets

The Inner City and Social Work will
be the topic of discussion at the March
18 meeting of the Woman’s Committee
of the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

Scheduled for 10:30 a.m. in Heck
Chapel on the seminary campus, the
program will feature G. Willis Bennett,
professor of church and community and
director of field education at the semi-
nary. He will show slides of social work
ministries at Southern Seminary, and
he will speak on the topic “Student
Involvement in the Inner City Mission.”

After careful analysis of the Presi-
dent’s education reform message, the
Baptist Joint Committee raised a num-
ber of questions that may be discussed
in possible legislation. Among them are
these:

1. Is this a step toward a dual public
education system?

2. Should government policy shift
from neutrality to positive stpport
for religious institutions?

3. Does this open the door to private
schools as a means of circumvent-
ing desegregation?

It was the opinion of the Baptist Joint
Committee that if parochial schools
were to close or turn public, as suggested
by the President that they might, “the
expense to the public would not neces-
sarily be overwhelming.”

Further, it was the view of the Bap-
tists that “government sponsorship of
two educational systems would seem to
guarantee inequality in educational op-
portunity.”

The Baptist Joint Committee, in har-
mony with its long-time support of the
public schools, rejected the concept of
the public schools as constituting a
monopoly in education.

Instructing its staff on policies to fol-
low in dealing with possible legislative
proposals in Congress, the Baptist Joint
Committee reaffirmed its belief that
“public tax funds should, be regarded as
a public trust to be administered by
public agencies for the public good.”
(BP)
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Protest Surround Seminar On "Authentic Morality”

Final details for a nationwide South-
ern Baptist seminar in Atlanta on the
theme, “Toward Authentic Morality for
Modern Man,” a meeting which has
caused considerable controversy, have
been announced by the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission which is
sponsoring the meeting, March 16-18.

More than 100 letters and at least two
editorials in Baptist state papers have
criticized the commission for sponsoring
the seminar, slated at Atlanta’s Ameri-
can Motor Hotel.

Most of the letters have protested the
commission’s inviting as speakers to the
meeting three of the 15 program per-
sonalities — Joseph Fletcher, Episcopal
Theological School professor and author
of the book, Situation Ethics; Anson
Mount, public affairs manager for
Playboy magazine; and Representative
Julian Bond, Negro state legislator in
Georgia,

An editorial in the Mississippi Baptist
Record questioned whether such speak-
ers should be given a platform at a
Southern Baptist meeting.

An editorial in the Tennessee Baptist
and Reflector argued that the seminar
would hurt giving to the convention’s
Cooperative Program unified budget.

An editorial in the Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine, published in October,

1969, before the controversy really broke
publicly, briefly outlined the purpose of
the seminar and observed that the
“Christian Life Commission is well with-
in the purview of its job description in
charting this seminar.”

BENEFIT GAME—Representatives of four Georgetown civic clubs participating

Many of the letters seem to have been
prompted by a misleading article and
radio broadcast put out by Billy James
Hargis’ Christian Crusade in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, said Foy D. Valentine, exec-
utive secretary of the commission.

Most of the people who have written
do not seem to understand that follow-
ing the presentations by Fletcher and
Mount, two Southern Baptist seminary
professors who have done detailed study
in the field will debate their views, Val-
entine pointed out.

Henlee H. Barnette, ethics professor at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, will respond to Fletcher; and
William M. Pinson, Jr., ethics professor
at Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Fort Worth, will discuss the
negative aspects of the Playboy philoso-
phy.

Following each of the program peri-
ods involving Fletcher and Barnette,
Mount and Pinson, and Bond, there will
be a period of open discussion for the
conference participants to express their
views or question the speakers further.

Valentine pointed out that attendance
at the seminar is by invitation to those
who have attended previous national
seminars and to those who have re-
quested invitations, and that the $20
registration fee will cover the program
costs of the seminar, not the SBC Co-
operative Program (unified budget).

Nearly 400 persons from almost every
Baptist state convention have registered
for the seminar. Usually, attendance in
past seminars has been limited to about

are pictured picking their opponents for the Shannon Chasteen Benefit Games
from the hat held by Georgetown College senior co-ed Mary Ellen Rutledge. Club
representatives: (from left to right) Dick Howard, Rotary;, Gene Lucas, Kiwanis;
Jim McCormick, Optimists; and Terry Hukill of the Junior Chamber of Commerce.
All proceeds of the games will go to help defray the medical expenses of Shannon
Chasteen who was critically injured in a gymnastics accident last month.
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‘Texas,

250 person, but the response for the
Atlanta meeting far exceeded previous
seminars, Valentine said.

At least two Baptist pastors’ confer-
ences in Memphis and Birmingham have
reportedly passed resolutions or asked
their officers to express opposition to
the conference,

In Georgia, where opposition to the
seminar seems to be strongest, about 75
persons have written letters to the ed-
itor at the Christian Index, Baptist state
paper, opposing the seminar.

At least two churches, DeFoor Avenue
Baptist Church in Atlanta, and Wood-
lawn Baptist Church in Baxley, Georgia,
have voted to withdraw financial sup-
port of the Cooperative Program, citing
the seminar as an example of liberalism
they oppose in the denomination.

In addition, about 20 churches or
their deacons, associational executive
committees or pastors’ conferences in
Georgia have adopted resolutions criti-
cizing the seminar. (BP)

Southwestern Seminary
Delays $125,000

President's Home

Trustees of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
after a four-hour discussion,
voted to delay construction of a pro-
posed $125,000 home for its president
until “plans, appropriate to long-range
campus development, are completed.”

The trustees instructed their building
committee to delay the proposed home,
which some Baptists have criticized as
“extravagant,” and asked the committee
to ‘“do everything possible to plan a
sound adequate structure at as reason-
able a price as possible on the current
market.” '

The trustees also agreed to review all
aspects of the proposed residence, and
discussed in detail during the four-hour
session the controversy that has sur-
rounded it.

More than 130 letters to the editor
protesting the home have been received
by the Baptist Standard, state weekly
newspaer in Texas.

Seminary officials and trustee mem-
bers came to the defense of the decision
saying that Cooperative Program funds
were not to be used in the construction,
but, rather, income from investments
and designated gifts for the purpose,
that the home would be used for enter-
taining seminary guests, and that con-
struction costs have escalated so much
that the cost was the equivalent of a
$75,000 home built a few years ago.
(BP)
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

By H. C. Chiles

(These Lessons for March 22, 1970)

The Christian's Influence

Influence is that silent something that
goes out from every life, like heat from
a fire, and it gives shape and color to
other lives. It is the power we exert
over others by our thoughts, words and
deeds. One cannot live without wielding
influence.

Romans 14:1-3

Paul’s concept of Christian living in-
cluded a vital concern for the spiritual
welfare of those Christians whose faith
was immature and who, therefore, were
in need of encouragement and strength-
ening. He urged his readers to be con-
siderate of others who held opinions
" which were not in agreement with their
own, Paul insisted that all matters of
conscience were to be settled with God.
He urged mature Christians to exercise
great care lest they influence their
weaker brethren to violate their con-
sciences and indulge in sin, Paul em-
phasized the fact that the prerogative
of judging belongs to God only. For this
reason Christians are forbidden to ridi-
cule or hold in contempt those whose
opinions differ from their own.

Romans 14:13-23

Knowing that the Roman Christians
were living in the midst of one of the
most wicked cities in the world and
facing all kinds of temptation every
day, Paul was careful to instruct them
as to the way they should live in order
to please God. Because the unsaved
judge Christianity by the actions of
those who call themselves Christians,
the latter are under obligation to live
consistently and righteously. If we are
to live in accordance with the will of

Christ, we must avail ourselves of the -

means of grace and receive from Him
the strength which is needed for doing
s0.

If the churches, like the one at Rome,
were to survive and prosper, it was nec-
essary for the members to have a spir-
itual unity. Paul learned that there was
a unique problem which was having an
adverse effect on the fellowship of the
brethren within the church at Rome.
They lived in a pagan world where it
was customary to offer animals as sac-
rifices to the gods. An acute problem
arose among the Christians who had
emerged from heathenism as to the
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question of whether or not it was right
for Christians to eat meat which had
been offered to idols and later sold in
the public markets.

Paul wrote this letter.in which he
admonished the stronger Christians to
be very careful as to the way in which
they treated their brethren in the
church whose faith was immature and
who had conscientious scruples about
eating meat. Paul urged each member
to decide not to be a stumbling block
in the way of others, Strong and ma-
ture Christians should consider the
spiritual safety and welfare of their
weaker and more immature brethren.
They have personal obligations to their
weaker brothers as certainly as they
have responsibilities to God. Christians
need an awakening of conscience about
the giving of offense to those about
them.

The children of God shbuld never fail
to consider how others will be affected
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by their actions, They should consistent-
ly abstain from any action which is con-
trary -to the law of love for Christ and
others. They should be willing to forego
their actual rights rather than to cause
others to stumble. If their rights be-
come hindrances to others, they should
not exercise them. Christian considera-
tion for others will cause us to refrain
from doing the things that would lead
others into temptation and cause them
to do wrong. Let us be very careful
about our influence and ever see to it
that it is always helpful. Let us guard
against anything that would cause our
weaker brethren to stumble and fall.

Any Christian, who is a member of a
church, should be willing to forego his
own personal liberties if the exercise of
them should cause contention and dis-
sension within the fellowship. He should
strive diligently to avoid doing anything
that will hinder the work of the Lord
or cause another person to do wrong.

God Gave His Son

Among the various Bible scenes, for
which we cherish a high regard, none
stands out so prominently in the minds
of devoted Christians as that ‘“green
hill far away” which is called Calvary.
It was on that skull-shaped hill a short
distance outside and overlooking the
city that “Jesus bore our sins in his own
body on the tree.”

The crucifixion

Before placing Christ on the cross,
“They gave him vinegar to drink min-
gled with gall,” with a view to dulling
His sensibility. Parched with thirst, He
put this drink to His lips, and, as soon
as He tasted it, with sublime heroism

He refused to drink the stupefying po-'

tion. He did not want His senses to be
deadened as He went through the ag-
cnies that He faced. He wanted a clear
mind as He died voluntarily for sinners.
Determined to face death full conscious,
He refused to take anything that would
lessen the horror of His death for sin
and sinners.

Having recovered Christ’s garments
from Him, His executioners laid Him on
His back on the cross which was lying
on the ground. Then they drove the
cruel spikes through the palms of His
hands, fastening them to the ends of
the crosspiece, and they nailed His feet
to the upright piece. Half-way down the
upright piece was a peg, known as the
seat, which gave a degree of support to
the body; otherwise the weight of the
body would have torn it from the cross.
While Christ’s blood was flowing, a hole
was prepared in the ground, the cross
was lifted on end and dropped into the
hole with a thud, leaving Him to suffer
a lingering and painful death as the
blood dripped from His head, His hands
and His feet.

The charge

A superscription, whicp contained the
accusation against our Saviour, was
placed above His head. It read: “This
is Jesus the King of the Jews.” The
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charge against Him did not express all
the truth. Christ not only claimed that
He was the King of the Jews, but also
that He was to be trusted as Saviour
and to be obeyed as Lord.

The criminals

Three crosses stood on that skull-
shaped hill that day. Upon the central
cross the Saviour died; on the other
crosses two robbers perished because of
their iniquities. The robbers were dying
in sin. Christ was dying for sin. The
one who rejected Christ died in his lost
condition, and with the remedy for sin
at hand. The one who received Christ
was saved, because he repented and be-
lieved and the blocod of the Saviour
obliterated every stain of sin from him.

The critics

Many passed by the cross and united
in inhuman mockery of the Saviour in
His dying agonies, They scornfully re-
minded Him of His own words at the
opening of His ministry (John 2:18-21),
and sarcastically taunted Him for His
seeming failure to fulfill His word.

The religious leaders challenged
Christ to perform another miracle by
coming down from the cross. Their dec-
laration that they would believe on Him
if He would come down from the cross
was nothing more than blatant false-
hood and sheer mockery.

Likewise the religious leaders mocked
Christ.. They referred to His healing
and saving others, indicating that they
still had memories of seeing His mir-
acles. It was true that Christ could not
save Himself if the Scriptures were to
be fulfilled, if His mission were to be
accomplished, if Satan were to be de-
feated, if sin were to be put away and
if sinners were to be saved.

The culmination

At the ninth hour, cringing from the
thought of becoming sin, Christ broke
the silence with a sudden and loud cry,
“My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?” There has never been an-
other cry comparable to that lonely one
from the cross. To be forsaken of God
is the most terrible experience one could
have. Christ’s abandonment by God was
the penalty which He paid for our sins.
Christ was forsaken of God in order
that we might never experience separa-
tion from Him.

HERBERT C. CRALLE

FUNERAL HOME
Edwin R. Hillock, President
Wallace C. Hatler
Phone 893-5223
Frankfort and Peterson Avenue
Louisville, Kentucky
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King James Version
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01022x. $5.95
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THE NEW SCOFIELD

REFERENCE BIBLE WITH CONCORDANCE
King James Version

“The most helpful one-volume study Bible.” — BiLLy GRAHAM

A de luxe Large Size Edition. With Family Record, New Oxford
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Ultrathin Oxford India paper. Size: 54 x 8%/s, only /8" thick.
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BAPTISTRIES — SPIRES

@ Unit-Molded
Fiberglass
® Accessories

Wiedemann Jndaéw. Ine.
g Box 672 Dept. J5, Muscatine, lowa /

An Impressive.

Comforting Service
that meets the requirements
of every family calling us

Kerr Brothers
FUNERAL HOME

Lexington, Ky.
463 E. Main St. @ Dial 2-3345

CHURCH FURNITURE
PEWS . PULPITS . TABLES - CHAIRS
BAPTISTRIES - SPIRES . LIGHTS

London Church Furniture
Box 281 = Dept. WR  London, Ky.
Tel. 864-2230

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS
Prices to satisfy every preference and n

Members: Kentusky Fusersl Directors Barisl Asseclatien
Mambers: Naotiomal Selested Mortielans by Inviistien

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

RATE: 10 cents per word, figure or initial.
Cash with order except on contract adver-
tising. Minimum charge $2.00 Copy dead-
line ten days before publication date.

WOMEN! Are you tired of selling cosmetics
and tableware? Move into a prestige posi-
tion as a fund raising consultant. Be of
service to your community by helping
groups raise money. Our consultants earn
top money while helping others. Write to
Horn Chocolate Company, Inc., Kouts,
Indiana 46347.
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Campbellsville College

invites you to prayerfully ask yourself

1. WILL MY ESTATE “DEFAULT” TO STATE AND FED-
ERAL GOVERNMENT CONTROL, OR WILL MY ESTATE
GO WHERE I WANT IT?

2. WHY MY OWN ESTATE PLAN? Because It WiLL:
Provide for my possible disability
Provide for my retirement years
Provide for my family (no management worry)

Provide for “giving while living” to my church and
school. See my good works at work.

Provide increased “tax-free” estate.

Write for suggestions and assistance to Director Financial Development,

CAMPBELLSVILLE COLLEGE
CAMPBELLSVILLE, KENTUCKY 42718

AVAILABLE FOR BUILDING

churches and religious institutions including construction funds and perma-
nent financing. Optional repayment schedules, tailored to your needs.

GWB@N@ AND SECURITIES CORPORATION

Telephone |, 615-291-4600 2312 West End Avenue — Nashville, Tennessee 37203

| Please send complete information, without obligation. WR 1

M"L Name of Church E
COUPON Send information to: :
Address Phone t

TODAY City State Zip :

Aluminum Siding

® Aluminum Trim Work
@ Roofing and
Stone Siding

Lee E. Cralle Co.
Funeral Home
LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President

Call for PHONE .
Free Estimate 634-3646 (] 634-3647
COLVILLE COMPANY 1330 South Third Street
368-1100 4320 Crittenden Br. Louisville, Ky.

368-1388 Louisville, Ky.
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(Continued from page 5)

heavy pressures and subtle temptations
inflicted upon the Christian as he seeks
to live his faith in the world. Therefore,
we want to hear those with whom we
have basic differences. For instance, we
have invited Dr. Joseph Fletcher to
speak. He is a leading exponent of situ-
ation ethics of “the new morality.” He
will share his thinking with us on an
approach to morality which has gained
wide acceptance in our society. Then,
Henlee Barnette, professor of ethics at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
will present another point of view. The
two men will debate their differences.
All participants will have an opportun-
ity to join the dialogue.

The same format will be followed be-
tween Anson Mount of Playboy maga-
zine and William Pinson who teaches
Christian ethics at Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. It is our pur-
pose to confront this philosophy of anti-
sexual dehumanization (big words for
SIN!). Pinson is well equipped, spirit-
ually, theologically, and intellectually,
to join the battle! t

We have invited Julian Bond to speak
to us about Black Power because he is
an articulate and representative Black
Power advocate. We want a black man
to tell us about Black Power. No doubt,
some of our participants will agree with
a great deal of what Bond says, while
others will disagree sharply. Each will
have a chance to support or challenge
the speaker.

Attendance at the seminar is by in-
vitation. All of those who register do so
with the full understanding of the sub-
jects to be discussed, the speakers who
will participate, and the approach to
be taken. Because of limited facilities,
we have been forced to close the pre-
registration which has already reached
350. We regret the necessity of doing
this when so many more people want
to attend.

Those who have already registered
represent a wide cross-section of our
Convention, Almost all states are rep-
resented. The group includes laymen,
pastors, state executive secretaries, ed-
itors, college professors and presidents,
students, women, white Baptists, and
black Baptists.,

It is expected that the registration
fee of $20 will cover the cost of the
seminar, :

We pray that God will bless this effort
to bear witness to an authentic morality
and to His saving purpose in the world.

Nashville, Tenn. Elmer S. West, Jr.

ON THE KENTUCKY
SUNDAY CLOSING LAW

Dear Editor:

Four courses of action seem to be open
to the 1970 General Assembly concern-
ing “Sunday Closing.”
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1. Full Repeal. There is some senti-
ment for repealing the present Sunday
closing law. This would probably end
for all time any attempt to regulate
Sunday commerce. Full repeal will mean
a seven day work week for many small
businesses.

2. Do Nothing. This would leave us
with the present law for another two
years. It is a poor law which is almost
impossible to enforce. With the resulting
confusion, this choice would be worse
than total repeal. Doing nothing will
mean a seven day work week for many
small businesses.

3. Statewide Referendum. This is the
“Chicken’s Choice.” No legislator would
have to go on record. The people would
decide — but decide what? The result
would be either No. 1 or No. 2 above,
with no choice offered of a clear, en-
forceable Sunday closing law. Win or
lose, a referendum will mean a seven
day work week for many small business-
men.

4. Senate Bill No. 6. This bill would
allow all drug stores and groceries in
the state to do business on Sunday and
permit local option by cities of the first
three classes and all counties as to
whether other kinds of stores could be
open. This would guarantee that in any
part of the state where the demand for
Sunday sales exists, drug stores and
grocery stores could be open. The possi-
bility of other retail stores also being
open in the larger population areas
would be left up to those areas.

SB 6 is a common sense approach
that should satisfy both the large
metropolitan and the rural areas of our
state.

Elizabethtown, Ky. Vernon R. Galvin

LIKED “TELL IT”
Dear Editor:

My immediate reaction to the article
in the February 28, 1970, issue of West-
ern Recorder that condemned the pro-
duction “Tell It Like It Is” was to go
and tell some old fogey preacher off.
I couldn’t believe that anyone could be
s0 narrow-minded as to be ashamed of
being a Southern Baptist just because
they were responsible for putting the
production on TV. After stopping to
think about it for a while, I realize there
are people who feel very strongly against
this type of worship experience. I also
realize that this man has the privilege
to feel this way if he wishes to. I respect
Mr. Holland’s beliefs and do not wish
to offend him or others like him. But I
simply cannot allow this condemnation
to go by and ignore it. I must express
the other point of view in this matter.

First, I want to say that I feel this
preduction is a breakthrough for South-
e:n Baptists. We have finally shown
the world that we know it exists. This
musical shows the world that we do
know what is happening and that we
all don’t have our “Holy Ostrich Heads”
buried in the “Holy sand.”

This musical showed me that we are
trying to reach the world. This is our
purpose here on earth. I realized that
many of the older minded people do not
care for the type of music presented in
“Tell It.” Neither do they care about
the structure of the language that is
used. But if they could pay attention
to the words and listen with an under-
standing heart to the message present-
ed, then maybe these people would
change their minds a bit. This musical
was not just written for the people in
the Southern Baptist Convention. This
musical was written for people who
might be reached in some way by the
words of this musical. There have been
many decisions made for Christ by
young people after they have listened
to this musical. Is it so wrong to try
and reach people in an unconventional
way?

Mr. Holland also made the statement
that this is not the right way to wor-
ship God. Is there a right or wrong way
to worship God if the individual is truly
worshiping from his heart? Who has
the right to judge any man and say
whether he is worshiping God in the
wrong way. No two men worship God in
exactly the same way.

Many people may wonder by what
authority I speak. I am just a young
person who believes in the living God
very strongly and I believe we should
show others that He is living. I feel that
many young people can and will ex-

press themselves this way to the world."

I know from my own experience how
this makes a young person feel toward
God. This is truly a great worship ex-
perience for me. I have sung in two
musicals — “Good News” and “Tell It
Like It Is.” The music in both sounds
great to me. Of course, that is a matter
of personal preference. But as I have
learned the words to the songs it gives
a new meaning to the whole musical.

This musical ‘“Tell It” really had deep
meaning and was a very worshipful ex-
perience for me. The words express my
beliefs about God and who He is in
words that young people, like myself,
can understand. Everytime I sing any
song in that musical I sing it from my
heart to my God in hopes that some-
one will hear the words and know that
I am sincerely trying to tell someone,
anyone, what God means to me and to
my life.

I do not condemn Mr. Holland for
his way of worship. All I ask is that he
withhold judgment from my generation
to let us be free to worship.

Louisville, Kentucky Linda Hubbard
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FLOOD DAMAGE AID—Direct Missions Secretary A. B. Colvin and Assistant Rob-

ert Jones spent Tuesday, March 3, delivering checks to churcnes damaged by floods '

during the early part of the year. A total of $5,500 was approved by the state
Finance Committee to assist the churches. These funds came from the State Mis-

sion Offering sponsored by the Woman’s Missionary Union. The Home Mission

Board gave an additional $2,500 to assist in meeting human needs immediately
after the floods. The top photo pictures pastors and laymen in Upper Cumberland
Association meeting at the First Baptist Church of Loyal where Bob Jomnes, front
right, presented the checks. Bell Countly Association Baptists are shown in the bot-
tom photo at Newtown Baptlist Mission in Pineville. A. B. Colvin made the photos.

College Awards Dorm
Construction Contracts

Georgetown College has awarded a
contract for the construction of five
new student residences to Contractor’s
Lumber and Supply Company of Lex-
ington.

Their bid of $1,361,000 was low for the
project. The newest housing develop-
ment is scheduled to get underway
sometime later in the spring, and be
ready for student occupancy by the fall
of 1971,

Original plans called for the con-
struction of six small housing units,
each holding 41 students, but spiraling
building costs limited the development
to five units.

Long range plans call for a total of
nine small residence halls. The College
is making a preliminary application for
funds to construct the additional four
at sometime in the near future. When
the nine small halls are built, George-
town College will have completed its
projected dormitory development.

Georgetown College has committed
itself to an enrollment of 1,500. Eighty
percent of its students will be assigned
to College housing.

The newest project is located on the

‘College’s South Campus, site of four

dormitories completed in 1966. The cur-
rent nine-unit program will displace
histeric Rucker Hall, which is 75 years
old this yedr. Most of the new halls will
be located at the corner of Clayton
Street and Hollyhock Lane.

Guides Available

The Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board has released an expanded “Co-
operative Program Travel Guide,” a re-
source booklet listing people and places
receiving the concern and financial sup-
port of the Southern Baptists.

It lists mission areas and historical
spots, state denominational offices and
the executive secretaries of all SBC
agencies. -

This year’s guide uses a new format.
Each state is listed separately and the
state and convention-wide interest areas

- are located on a map; addresses are also

included.

The booklet is useful for ‘church
groups desiring detailed information on
the work of the convention and as an
aid for travelers who would like to visit
mission areas and institutions in the
United States,

The Guide is available, free, from the
Board’s Division of Communication, 1350
Spring Street, Atlanta, Georgia 30309.
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