


Who Is A Baptist?

125th Anniversary Observed

By Davis C. Woolley,
Executive Secretary,
Historical Commission,
Southern Baptist Convention

Southern Baptists observed the 125th
anniversary of the founding of the
Southern Baptist Convention during
1970, with special attention given to
the anniversary during the convention
in Denver, June 1-4,

The observance celebrated the or-
ganization of what now has become the
nation’s largest Protestant denomination
on the historic date of May 10, 1845,

o

wpen Baptists from eight states and the
District of Columbia met in Augusta,
Georgia, for the purpose of “eliciting,
combining and directing the energies
?f the Baptist denomination in Amer-
ca.”

The anniversary observance sought to
mark this significant mile-post in such
2 manner as to increase understanding,
appreciation and support for the life
and work of Southern Baptists.

At the convention in Denver, the first
evening session was devoted to a multi-
media dramatic production which por-

trayed the historical highlights of
Southern Baptists and pointed the way
for a greater future.

The anniversary committee outlined
three objectives for this observance: (D
to improve Southern Baptists’ under-
standing of their own heritage; (2)
to relate the Christian commitment of
Southern Baptists more meaningfully
to the present and the future; and (3)
to interpret more adequately to the de-
nomination’s various publics the prog-
ress of Southern Baptists as a part of
the body of Christ.

The anniversary is shared by two of
th_e convention’s agencies. The Home
Mission Board and the Foreign Mission
Board were both brought into being
by the convention in 1845 and are also
observing their 125th anniversaries.

Histories of both boards were pub-
lished for the occasion, and other anni-
versary special features were planned.
The history of the Home Mission Board
has been written by the executive sec-
retary, Arthur Rutledge, while the For-
e_ign Mission Board book is a compila-
tion of sections written by each of the
area secretaries and the executive sec-
retary, and edited by John D. Hughey,
the board’s secretary for Europe and
the Middle East,

One of the anniversary features was
a dmmnentary film “Dimensions of
Courage” showing who Southern Bap-
tists are, where they came from, and
what the plans are for the future.

This film was released for premiere
showing in 100 “M” Night Church
Training rallies across the nation in the
fall of 1969. The film is now available
from Baptist Film Centers for viewing
in churches all across the nation.

Every agency of the convention has
responded to the call to mark this anni-
versary in a manner to increase under-

- standing, appreciation and support for

the life and work of Southern Baptists.

Mrs. R. L. Mathis of Waco, Texas,
president of the SBC Woman’s Mission-
ary Union, was in charge of the multi-
media feature on the opening night ses-

iion of the convention in Denver, June
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Mark 5:21-43

I have been able to get some good,
helpful thoughts from this passage of
Scripture in which I find eight useful
points.

1. The attitude of receiving Jesus.
When Jesus was on the eastern side of
the Sea of Galilee “They began to pray
him to depart.”” But when He returned
to the western side Luke says, “The
people gladly received him.” What is
our attitude, as individuals; as a fam-
ily; as a church; as a community and
the world toward receiving Jesus? It
should be one of welcome.

2. The earnestness of the appeal.
Jairus fell at His feet and said, “I pray
thee (or beg thee) come and lay thy
hands on her.”

3. BStrong faith. Jairus said, “That
she may be healed; and she shall live.”
Faith not only believes that God can
do a thing, but also that God will do
it. Lord, increase our faith!

4. Stopped on the way. A woman
with an issue of blood, came and
touched the garment of Jesus and was
healed. The Great Physician said vir-
tue had gone out from Him. Jesus knew
that he had healed a person, and the
woman knew it too. So Jesus knows
when we are saved and healed spirit-
ually; and we should know it too. If
a person can get religion and not know
it, then it might be possible for him to
lose it and never miss it.

5. The power of God. Although the
daughter had crossed the death line,
Jesus said, “Be not afraid, only believe.”
The power of God divided the waters,
overshadowed the Virgin Mary and she
brought forth the world’s Redeemer
who healed the sick, raised the dead
and can save the lost,

6. Remove the hindrance. Jesus put
out those who laughed at him, It would
be_ great if we could put away those
things which hinder the progress of
God’s kingdom work.

7. The value of interested ones. Jesus
took the father, the mother and three
disciples with him. Jesus uses interested
and consecrated workers.

8. The results. At the touch and
word of Jesus the damsel arose, walked
and ate. The Christian should give the
world proof that he or she has been
heg.led spiritually by letting their light
shine (Matthew 5:16).
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President’s Address

The Rock Whence We Are Hewn

By W. A. Criswell,
President,
Southern Baptist Convention

The Old Testament prophets had a
habit of calling their people back to a
remembrance of the days of their fore-
fathers. Isaiah cries in Isaiah 51:1,2:
“Look unto the rock whence ye are
hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence
you are digged. Look unto Abraham
your father, and unto Sarah that bare
you.”

Upon the solemn assembly of our peo-
ple in the 125th year of our Southern
Baptist Convention, it is good for us
that we look back upon those beginning
days that gave us birth and to remem-
ber those deep spiritual commitments
that have made us a blessing under God
to the nations of the world.

-The first century that followed the
formation of the first Baptist church in
America at Providence, Rhode Island,
in 1639, is in our history a dreary, can-
tankerous and thoroughly despiritual-
ized era. After our first 100 years we
had about 51 Baptist churches split into
seven or eight different Baptist bodies.
Then something happened. Something
marvelous. Something of God.

Adoniram Judson and his wife, Ann
Hasseltine, became Baptists in India and
were baptized by the Carey Mission in
Calcutta, Soon after, Luther Rice, their
missionary companion, was also bap-
tized by William Carey’s group into the
Baptist faith and fellowship. Here were
missionaries far away from home and
cut, off from their pedo-baptist denomi-
national ties. Because of their new Bap-
tist allegiance, they had no means of
support. It was decided after prayer that
the Judsons would remain on the field
in India, later in Burma, while Luther
Rice returned to America to seek sup-
port for these unsought, but God-ap-
pointed, God-given missionaries.

When Luther Rice was born in 1783,
there were about 35,000 Baptists in
America. Every fifth Sunday they met
in their associational meetings to debate
doctrinal subjects posited by one of the
elders in their churches. Their time was
consumed in arguing and debating over
theoretical, theological inexactitudes.
When Luther Rice appeared, his pres-
ence and his message was nothing short
of a celestial phenomenon. Up and down
the Atlantic seaboard and across the
Alleghenies into Kentucky and Tennes-
see he went from one debhating Baptist
group to the other, pleading the cause
of world missions, laying upon the heart
of the pastors and the churches the
mandate and the outreach of the Great
-Commission. And the brethren listened.
Constrained by the Holy Spirit and the
burden of a lost world, our forefathers
turned aside from their fifth Sunday
forensic sessions to face the task of win-
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ning the earth to Jesus. Luther Rice
organized them into state conventions
and finally into a national convention
for the support of world evangelism.

“Look unto the rock whence ye are
hewn and to the hole of the pit whence
we are digged.” Our Baptist denomina-
tion in America was born in a great
necessity, a great program, a great doc-
trinal conviction, a great cooperative
movement, We have tremendously grown
through the years in response to that
dedication. As we have forsaken our lit-
tleness, selfishness, and divisiveness and
have assumed the nobler commitment
of prayer, intercession, missions and
evangelism, we have been blest of God
as few other people in the earth.
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We were born in a great mission com-
mitment. It was thrust upon us of God.
It was something God did. The eyes of
our forefathers were blinded to the call
of the dying world. Then God opened
their eyes and they began to see, and
seeing they began to respond, and re-
sponding, they became instruments of
world evangelization in God’s hands.
The year of 1812 was one of the greatest
years in the story of Christendom and
the greatest year in American Baptist
history. That is the year that Adoniram
and Ann Hasseltine Judson and Luther
Rice were baptized into the Lall Bazar
Baptist Church in Calcutta, India. As I
stood at that sacred place and read the
holy inscription above that baptistry, I
felt that I was standing at the birth-
place of our Baptist denomination, look-
ing at ‘“the hole of the pit from whence
we were digged.”

In 1813, when Luther Rice returned
from India to America, converted on a
foreign field to Baptist principles, doc-
trines and practices, he faced a situation
which would have made a soul less cour-
ageous quail in despair. The churches,
scattered from Maine to Georgia and
from the Atlantic to the frontier beyond
the Alleghenies, had no communication
with each other. There was no viable
union, no cooperation, They were only
a congeries of scattered churches, loose-
ly connected through membership in
some small, local Baptist association.
There was no convention. There was no
denomination. There were no schools
and seminaries. There were no religious
periodicals or publishing houses. There
were no mission boards or evangelizing
agencies. There were no institutes, alle-
viating human ills. There was no na-
tional or state program. But Luther Rice
did not despair. Even when a stroke of
paralysis left him crippled and the rav-
ages of a disease he had contacted in
India weakened his endurance, he toiled
faithfully on and God blessed his ef-
forts. He organized the churches into
state conventions and finally into a na-

tional body ‘““to elicit, combine and di-
rect the energies of the entire Baptist
denomination” for national and world
conquest.

Let me pause here to pay tribute to
the peerless Baptist leader, Luther Rice.
There has never been in American his-
tory a man who toiled rhore arduously
or suffered more from the strain or
stress of travel than did Luther Rice.
Within a period of 10 years he, and he
alone, had transformed the scattered,
bickering and locally minded Baptist
churches and associations into a mili-
tant denomination, united in a program
to give their interpretation of Christi-
anity to the whole, wide world. He
usually traveled 50 miles a day and
preached three to five times. Often he
would ride all night to keep an appoint-
ment. Once he reported six hours of
sleep in four days. In one of his reports
he says that he traveled 6,000 miles in
dreary portions of the country, through
wilderness and across mountains and
valleys, in heat and cold, by day and
night, in weariness, painfulness, fastings
and loneliness. But no fear had been
permitted to prey upon his spirit, nor
even inquietude to disturb his peace.

The first, deep, bonding tie that holds
us together is this missionary passion of
Luther Rice. There are nations to win,
there are souls to save, there are
churches to be built, there are mission-
aries to support, and we are called of
God to do it.

If ever we lose that missionary pas-
sion and commitment, we shall dissolve
like a rope of sand. Our world-wide mis-
sion program holds us together like ca-
bles of steel. We may differ over many
things, but we are one in this; namely,
the desire to see men brought to Christ
throughout the nations of the globe,
“that in all things our Lord might have
the pre-eminence.”

I,

We are born, not only in a great mis-
sionary response, but also in a deep,
doctrinal conviction. Luther Rice, Ado-
niram Judson and Ann Hasseltine were
not Baptists. They belonged to another
communion. They were sent out as mis-
sionaries by another denomination. But
they became Baptists and they did so
through a study of the Word of God.
They remained Baptists at personal sac-
rifice and infinite cost. They suffered
for the faith as did their martyred Bap-
tist predecessors. It means something
to be a Baptist. What does it mean?
Am I afraid or reluctant to say?

A couple were describing to me the
new community church to which they
now belonged. They exclaimed in
abounding enthusiasm: “Oh, it is won-
derful! You don’t have to believe any-
thing to join our church!” How un-

(continued on page 15)




Youth Rebellion Can Be Youth Revival

One of the gravest dangers for churches today is
the inclination to write off modern youth. Protests,
demonstrations, violence and other behavior of young
people today are so far from what we have consid-
ered ideal that we feel we might as well give up on
them.

We had better stop and think again before we
count youth out. We dare not react to the behavior
of some of them with condemnation of all of them.
To refer to them as “bums” without separating the
good from the bad is stupid.

Without a doubt there are among today’s young
people some out-and-out radicals who are bent on
violence, destruction and anarchy. These are danger-
ous and should be restrained by whatever force is
necessary. Leniency to the point of permissiveness
has never been the answer in dealing with youth.

Furthermore, a sizeable number of idealistic young
people are caught up with the extremists and some-
times searching youth are overcome by the mob spirit
and participate in violence. This is characteristic of
youth and it is too much to expect from them the
restraint and maturity which only age and experi-
ence can bring.

Has it occurred to us that what we are seeing is a
revival as well as a revolution among youth? If we
stop shouting back to them long enough to listen to
what they are saying, we might be surprised. We call
them rebels without a cause but they have more
cause than first appears.

The words heard most often from today’s young
people are love and peace but we cannot hear their
words because of our preoccupation with the way
they dress, wear their hair and behave. They may
not even know the full meaning of these words but
they know things are not right and they are ready to
give their lives for making a better world.

Note who is involved in the aggressive youth
movement. Not those who are drafted but those who
volunteer. It is revealing that it is mostly not the
youth from poor homes who protest poverty and go to
Appalachia to help with their hands but young people
from homes of affluence and wealth. It is not just
the cowards who are calling for the end of the Viet-
namese conflict but young people who see the folly
of the slaughter of the flower of American manhood
and are courageous enough to appear disloyal and
unpatriotic to protest it. The Old Testament prophets
and Jesus Himself called for many of the same things
young people are calling for today.

If we had really believed the teaching of the Bible
we could have expected the present youth rebellion.
God has assured us that wealth, luxury and worldly
pleasure does not satisfy a man’s soul. Yet we have
lived and worked to give our children these things
and now they are throwing them in our face and
marching off in protest to live in rags and hunger
sometimes.

There is no doubt about it. The objectives of the
majority of today’s youth are spiritual. The trouble
is they are turning to unspiritual methods to achieve
spiritual ends. Many of them seem to be saying, “We
have good things started but we don’t know how to
finish them. Come on and help us.”

The big question is not what will happen to them
but what will happen to us. Will we be responsive
enough to listen to what they are really trying to
say? Will we be flexible enough to join them in work-
ing for a better world? Will we be resourceful enough
to offer them spiritual means to work for spiritual
goals? This is one of the crucial challenges of the
churches today. What a tragedy if a true revival- is
going on among today’s young people and the church
misses out on it by not even recognizing it!

A ‘Special Request

This is a special request to all readers of these
words. Pray for the Southern Baptist Convention
which will be in session when this issue reaches your
hands. The Southern Baptist Convention was born
in prayer, it has been sustained by prayer and will
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survive only by prayer. We all know this but too
often we tend to forget it and proceed as if we are
wise enough to chart our own course.

When these words are being written one week
before the Convention everything from a human
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standpoint appears A-OK for the Convention lift-off.
President Criswell, who more than any other one
person will influence the tone of the Convention,
has responded nobly to pleas to work for a calm and
cool convention. The answers in his interview re-
ported in last week’s issue reveal his deep concern
and love for the Convention and its unity. His presi-
dential address in this week’s issue is non-controver-
sial and conciliatory.

President Criswell has done the Convention a good
service in insisting on majoring this year on the
Convention itself instead of the satellite meetings.
He has also succeeded where many others have failed
in streamlining the Convention program. Two reforms
are especially welcome. One is lumping the agency
reports together for approval and elimination of
lengthy presentations and addresses by several con-

vention heads. These annual presentations have been -

insisted upon by the agency leaders but have been
some of the dullest moments of the Convention. It is
hoped this will become a permanent practice with
all the reports adopted together and providing for
an emphasis upon one or two phases of our work each
year on a rotating basis.

The other reform is the reduction of the number
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of major addresses and an increase of time for dis-
cussion. There will always be a place for inspira-
tional preaching at conventions but the meeting’s
main purpose is business. Convention addresses, too,
often have been parades of oratory and image build-
ers for convention leaders. Many messengers have
used them for coffee breaks or tours of the exhibit
areas.

Another welcome departure from the normal is
an arrangement whereby the men can attend one
session of the W.M.U. Convention without missing
the Pastors’ Conference and the women can attend
a session of the Pastors’ Conference without missing
their meeting. The pastors will not have a session on
Sunday afternoon while the ladies meet and the ladies
will not have a session on Sunday night while the
pastors meet.

Only time will tell whether the 1970 Southern Bap-
tist Convention will be explosive and divisive or calm
and healing. Much has been done in the interest of
a meeting that will honor the Lord and be a credit
to Southern Baptist but these are only human efforts.
Our only hope is what the Lord will do with South-
ern Baptists in Denver this week. This is why it is
so important that every reader takes seriously the
request made in the first paragraph of this article.

ASSOCIATION AND OUTREACH
Dear Editor:

God is working today through His
churches by extending His saving power
into the world through His people. But
whether we win the world for Christ
depends on the spiritual vitality and

MR. KENT COOPER’S DISSENT

Dear Editor:

I agree for the most part with Kent
J. Cooper’s position stated in his letter
to the Forum in the Western Recorder,
May 9, 1970. He has grappled with a
perplexing issue for all conscientious
believers and has emerged with a good
balance for objective scholarship. Chris-
tians must study Biblical interpretation
more diligently, or else heed those who
have devoted much of their lives to such
a discipline. Thus far, too many Baptists
have reacted emotionally and unin-
formedly. They have allowed the “angel
of light” to cheat them.

Not being on “the inside” in the Bible
Department here, and not being ac-
quainted with much that is involved
with the personal inter-relationship of
Bible professors and administration, I
go on some assumptions and hunches
from what I have read on similar sit-
uations in the Biblical — professorial —
laity in general, and in Baptist — schol-
arship — laity in particular. It is noth-
ing new for genuine scholars of the
Bible to be persecuted on a cross of
Biblical scholarship. That is, they have
gotten closer to the true interpretation
of the Bible than their critics and have
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paid a price at the hands of the well-
meant but uninformed critics. Let us
not, therefore, go off half-cocked and
allow the Devil to cheat us by inter-
feuding.

It is at this point that I would dis-
agree with Cooper. This disagreement
is not with his analysis and synthesis
of the issue of the essence of academic
freedom and responsibility. But I differ
with him on his method of response to
the issue. I think his influence would be
more positive were he to stay with us
and “fight” from the inside. Perhaps
he shall.

Off hand, I would say that Dr. Dav-
enport has acted under extreme pres-
sure for what any layman would feel
best. After all, he is not an ordained
minister. But having heard -him
“preach” (which ability he denies by
the way), I say that he does put many
ordained Baptist preachers to shame.

Cooper’s last phrase perhaps points
out the weakness of much dissent, and
of a superficiality of remedy for prob-
lems. He says that he pians to go else-
where for “total freedom.” That is im-
possible to find in this world.

Campbellsville, Ky. Donald Cassidy

dedicated ministry of the local church
people. Our effectiveness is in propor-
tion to our willingness to follow the
Holy Spirit, and our ability to keep the
Great Commission.

No church can long be the salt of the
earth without a functional ministry and
effective outreach. No church can be the
light of the world without enlightening
and inspiring Bible teaching. The lost
multitudes are growing larger while the
light of Christian witness grows dimmer.
Poor Bible teaching and bad examples
empty more classrooms than any visita-
tion program can fill. Today, more than
ever before, we have a great need for
trained, spirit led church leaders and
teachers.

Here, the Baptist Association is in a
strategic position in God’s service. As-
sociations provide a channel through
which churches may carry out their
God-given tasks of missions and evan-
gelism. But they also should provide
lccaily accessable training opportunities
to strengthen the leadership of local
churches so vital to performing the ef-
fective ministries for Christ.

The success of our program for the

(Continued on Page 11)




Workers Added In Church Music

Three Southern Seminary music stu-
dents, along with two college music
majors, have been employed by the
Kentucky Baptist Convention music de-
partment to assist in teaching music
throughout the state during the summer
months.

The three seminary students are Gil-
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Westberry Miss Jackson

bert Westberry and Miss Susan Jack-
son, both graduates of Florida State
University, and Miss Sylvia Dennison,

a New Yorker. All three are candidates
for the master of church music degree
at Southern Seminary.

College students assisting are Miss
Cynthia Hullette of Georgetown Col-
lege and Mike Tichenor of Kentucky
Wesieyan College.

Already on the schedule for the sum-
mer music workers are associational and
regional camps at Harlan, Owensboro,
Winchester, Benton, Oneida, Covington,
Ashland, Brownsville and London.

Eugene Quinn, church music secre-
tary who coordinates the summer work-
er’s schedule, said a few dates are still
open for associations or churches de-
siring assistance in music schools. Any-
one interested in this possibility should
contact Quinn at the Baptist Building,
Middletown, Kentucky 40243.

Quinn estimated that over 1,000 per-
sons will receive music training from
the five field workers during the sum-
mer. “This can make a great deal of
difference in the local church and the
entire musical program of the state,”
he commented.

Hopkinsville Heads Awards List

By Mic Morrow

The First Baptist Church of Hopkinsville with 754 Study Course credits leads
the churches of Kentucky for ‘the period January through March. January 1st
marked the beginning of the New Study Course. The top 25 churches are listed
by association, church, and total course credits earned in all subject areas for the

first three months of 1970.

Association Church No. Awards

l. Christian ... N3 2 Ty o e D - SR  Ces DEH SRS T 754
2. Franklin .. ...Crestwood

3. Bethel ........cconns ...Russellville

4. Severns Valley ...Severns Valley Baptist

9. Long RUn ....... [0l o) s SR Yo U O N SO S O 286
6. North Concord ...Barbourville ...... 268
7 Long Buno.cos ...South Jefferson . 266
S SWEPRER, (o e s 1nI ol 3 nRal T e o L e i MW AT B 242
L IR0y g 100 RN I T R 15 V7300 et ol U DOl W IR By g 240
10, Eranklin ...... ...1st, Frankfort ..... 233
11. Liberty .... ...Glasgow Baptist .. 225
DT e T R S A O W 1st, SHepherdsVille L. lii wuretaiitensrmgs. 204
I NOEIE PR B Y s ol ot b sty Waltor . ok ol R S (I 201
14. Long Run = 198
15. Rockcastle .. 185
RS T o A T I B 182
17. Long Run i
18. Upper Cumberland .. SR oy b1 M ol B 174
L0 Greemip... S Ll oD Eod e ILAO S o Yo Sl e L el 168
19. Boone’s Creek ......... Boone s Creel o L. e e L 168
20, West Union ............ el Street: S0 e e o 165
20. Northern Ky. ... e OUTHBITE | v e e re e o sermr st vneerassa s imins 165
21. Severns Valley . VW01 o (< T8 &y /- EE a1 2o o G0 WL L 164
DG D 4 g e R S S e I e ASnIandAVente . e A e e 164
22, “Logah ..oe ...New Friendship, AUbUIN ...cooeivinivinnennes 150
22, JChristian ... = INEW PalesbIe .l it v e 150
22. Northern Ky. ... O R e R i, 150
22 Northernl Ky, oo oo vidssrimnes P Lda pp i (EGIR TR SR Lo 0 S R S L Sl i 150
23. Daviess-McLean . ...Yellow Creek .. 147
23, - BIKHOYH ..ciieenhaihns ...South Elkhorn 146
w0y CRTETIAN e e ek oR 2 ol Bleasantl il s Bty L e 144
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World Tour — BWA

The Executive Board granted me the
privilege of conducting a world tour in
connection with the meeting of the Bap-
tist World Alliance, Tokyo, Japan, July
12-18. Our tour begins June 15 and
ends July 22. The late Herman Ihley
was to have been my co-director, and
Mrs. Ihley and her brother-in-law, Rev.
J. W. Joiner of Moultrie, Georgia, will
help on the tour.

My wife, June, and the two children,
Susan and Ronald, will also assist in
handling a rather large group on a 36-
day journey which will take us to four
continents and more than a dozen coun-
tries. We hope to see many of our mis-
sionaries and see some of our Baptist
mission work. Please pray for us.

There has been considerable work in
getting ready for the tour but, provid-
ing you would have sent me and my
wife to the Baptist World Alliance at
Convention expense, it will be an ap-
proximate saving of $5,000 in mission
money. Thank you for the privilege of
making this mission tour.

G. B. Morton, business manager, will
be the administrative officer in charge
during my absence. General information
from my office can be secured through
my secretary, Miss Doris Yeiser.

We — and others going

In addition to the Sanders family and
Mrs. Ihley, 29 Kentucky Baptists (in-
cluding 10 National Baptists) will be in
our party. Many other tours will in-
clude Kentucky Baptists for the Baptist
World Alliance and mission stations
around the world.

We are confident that this tour and
the Alliance meeting will enlarge our
missionary vision as we “lift up our
eyes and look upon the fields, white
already unto harvest.”

We wish that every Baptist could at-
tend the Baptist World Alliance meet-
ing and see our Baptist foreign mission-
aries at work throughout the earth. We
would have no difficulty in increasing
prayers, mission volunteers and gifts
from the churches for the Cooperative
Program.

Keep abreast of the Baptist World
Alliance meeting through the pages of
the Western Recorder and Baptist peri-
odicals, as well as the press.

HAROLD G. SANDERS

For Quality Baptist News
Read Western Recorder
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Nineteen Kentuckians Graduate At Southern

Nineteen students from Kentucky
were awarded degrees from the South-
ern Seminary during the May, 1970,
commencement exercises.

The graduating students were part of
more than 175 students who received
degrees from the seminary during the
spring graduation exercises.

Ronald Dudley Beck, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Carl D. Beck of Louisville, was
awarded the master of religious educa-
tion degree. A graduate of Western
Kentucky University, he is married to
the former Bonnie Basham of Owens-
boro.

John David Book, Jr,, son of Mr. and
Mrs. J. D. Book, Sr., of Henderson, was
awarded the master of divinity degree.
A graduate of University of Kentucky,
he is married to the former Marianne
Rogers of Dallas, Texas.

Lee Edward Caudill, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Elbert Howell of Langley, was
awarded the master of divinity degree.
A graduate of Wayland Baptist College,
he is married to the former Rosemary
Cagle of F't. Worth, Texas.

Jerry Edward Chiles, son of Mr, and
Mrs. Jamés A. Chiles of Falmouth, was
awarded the master of religious educa-
tion degree. He is a graduate of George-
town College.

Robert Allen Curtis, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Edgar Lee Curtis, Sr., of Louisville,
was awarded the master of divinity de-
gree. A graduate of Georgetown Col-
lege, he is married to the former Sherry
Lynne Basham of Louisville.

William Thomas Evitts, son of Mr.
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Clyde Evitts of Dexter, was awarded the
master of divinity degree. He is a grad-
uate of Murray State University. His
wife, Ruth Elizabeth, is from Mayfield.

Charles Edwin Flener, son of Mr, and
Mrs. Carl E. Flener of Louisville, was
awarded the master of divinity degree.
A graduate of Western Kentucky Uni-
versity, he is married to the former
Wanda Royce of Frankfort.

Jackie Geurin, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Randolph Geurin of Murray, was
awarded the diploma in theology de-
gree. He is a graduate of Campbellsville
College.

Ernest M. Harris, son of Mr. and Mrs.
James H. Harris of Winchester, was
awarded the bachelor of divinity degree.
He is a graduate of Cumberland Col-
lege. His wife, Sandra, is from Lancas-
ter, Ohio.

Robert Michael Harton, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Nolan C. Harton of Paducah,
was awarded the master of religious
education degree. A graduate of Murray
State University, he is married to the
former Raylene Melton of East Prairie,
Missouri.

Danny Lee Lambert, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Lambert of Vinton, Ohio,
was awarded the master of divinity de-
gree. He is a graduate of Georgetown
College and Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity. His wife, Wilma Sue, is from Indi-
anapolis, Indiana.

Donald Bowden Lam of Central City
was awarded the master of religious
education degree. A graduate of George-
town College and Southern Seminary,

he is married to the former Dorann
O’Neal of Central City.

Robert William Langdon, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Elzy W. Langdon of Louis-
ville, was awarded the master of di-
vinity degree. A graduate of the Uni-
versit; of Louisville, he is married to
the former Jean Aldridge of Louisville.

Stephen G. McKibben, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harold R. McKibben of Florence,
was awarded the master of church mu-
sic degree. He is a graduate of George-
town College. His wife, Vickie, is from
Russellville.

Greta Deloris Massa of Barlow was
awarded the master of religious educa-
tion degree. She is a graduate of Union
University.

George Thomas Smoot, son of Mr.
and Mrs. H. R. Smoot of Louisville, was
awarded the master of religious educa-
tion degree. A graduate of Georgetown
College, he is married to the former
Jennifer Lynn Newman of Pleasureville.

Patrick L. Thomas, son of Mr. and
Mrs. James A, Shuck of Owensboro, was
awarded the master of church music
degree. He is a graduate of Western
Kentucky University.

Ben Robert Wiseman, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ben F, Wiseman of Louisville, was
awarded the master of divinity degree.
A graduate of Western Kentucky Uni-
versity, he is married to the former
Wanda Wheeless of Dickinson, Texas.

William Wayne Kirk (no picture
available) was awarded the graduate
specialist in religious education degree.
He is a graduate of Asbury College and
Asbury Seminary.




Agencies, Commissions File Reports At Denver

Twenty-three different agencies and
organizations related to the Southern
Baptist Convention presented detailed
written reports on their work during
the calendar year 1969 at the denomina-
tion’s 113th annual session Tuesday af-
ternoon in Denver, Colorado.

The written reports from the agen-
cies summarizing their work during
1969 consumed more than 160 pages in
the detailed “Book of Reports” pre-
pared by the agencies for submission to
the Convention.

Longest report in the book was from
the SBC Executive Committee, which
summarized briefly the reports of the
other agencies and included more than
a dozen different recommendations for
convention adoption. The Executive
Committee, however, made a separate
report to the SBC on Tuesday morning.

Several of the agencies, in addition
to the 10-minute consideration of print-
ed reports, also participated in inspira-
tional dramatic presentations on “The
Denomination Serving the Churches,”
a multi-media presentation on the
“Seminaries Serving the Churches,” and
a multi-media “World Missions Em-
phasis” scheduled at separate times dur-
ing the convention.

Foreign Mission Board

The SBC Foreign Mission Board re-
ported a record year in 1969 in the num-
ber of missionaries appointed, with 261
missionaries added to its service in T1
countries. The record number of ap-
pointments brought the number of mis-
silonaries under appointment to a total
of 2,490 at the close of 1969.

The Foreign Mission Board also re-
ported entering two new countries dur-.
ing 1969, Dahomey and the Leeward
Islands. The number of churches was
up by nearly 150 to a total of 5,303, and
the total membership of these churches
increased to 631,259. A record number
of baptisms (conversions) was reported,
with 54,994 baptisms during 1969.

In addition, the Foreign Mission
Board reported on its operation of 758
schools with 93,005 students; 21 hos-
pitals and 92 clinics and dispensaries
that ministered to 64,508 inpatients and
815,512 outpatients; 27 publishing cen-
ters, 19 orphanages, and 46 goodwill
and community centers around the
world.

Home Mission Board

The SBC Home Mission Board re-
ported on the work of its 2,235 mis-
sionaries serving in all 50 states within
the homeland. In addition to the career
missionaries, many of whom are ap-
pointed jointly with Baptist state con-
ventions, a total of 922 student summer
missionaries were appointed by the
Home Mission Board last year.

Three major projects of the Home
Mission Board summarized in the re-
port included the board’s efforts in
implementing the “Crisis in the Nation”

statement adopted by the SBC in Hous-
ton in 1968; the Crusade of the Ameri-
cas; and Project 500, which established
211 new churches in strategic locations
across the nation during 1967-69. Total
baptisms during 1969 were reported at
368,225, a decrease of 4,800 from 1968
baptisms.
Sunday School Board

The SBC Sunday School Board gave
a detailed accounting of its 17 program
assignments, stressing its work last year
on preparation of new programs and
materials for the 1970s, development of
a simplified plan of organization for
SBC churches for the 70’s, including a
new grouping-grading system, and the
board’s role in training leadership for
the decade through “Shaping the Sev-
enties” conferences.

Total sales reported by the board
were $36.2 million, up $350,000 over last
year’s sales, but nearly $1.2 million less
than the board had planned in its
budget for the year.

During 1969, the Sunday School
Board produced 73 periodicals with a
combined circulation of 94.3 million,
issued 54 new titles through Broadman
Books and 48 new titles through Con-
vention Press.

In organizational reports, the Sunday
School Board reported increases in mu-
sic ministry organizations to a total of
1,062,494; but decreases in Training
Union enrollments to 2,648,388, and
Sunday School enrollments to 7,418,067.

The board’s research and statistics
department reported a total SBC mem-
bership of 11,489,613 in 34,335 churches
affiliated with 1,196 (district) associ-
ations and 30 state conventions. The
11.4 million total includes 3,139,462
“non-resident members” whose current
address is unknown.

Annuity Board
The SBC Annuity Board reported dis-

Claypool Lin

Hull

tribution of a “13th check” as a divi-
dend to annuitants affiliated with its
plans, and initiation this year of “good
experience credit” which credits the
annuitants with more than the mini-
mum requirements of their certificates.
In 1970, this will amount to a two per-
cent credit to the annuitants, the board
reported.

Though it is a “minor” portion of its
program, the Annuity Board assisted 155
ministers and 309 widows through its
“relief” efforts, providing them a total
of $176,165 during 1969, the report indi-
cated.

Seminaries

The six theological seminaries owned
and operated by the SBC reported en-
rollments of 5,848, compared with 5,838
last year, according to the Executive
Committee summary of the seminaries’
report. ;

The six seminaries, each submitting
separate written reports, listed their en-
rollments as follows:

Golden Gate Baptist: Theological Sem-
inary, Mill Valley, California, 366; Mid-
western Baptist Theological Seminary,
Kansas City, Missouri, 208; New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary, 614;
Southeastern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary, Wake Forest, North Carolina, 570;
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, 1,575; and Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth,
2,096.

The Seminary Extension Department
(of the six seminaries) reported a total
enrollment of 5,321 students in 45 states
and eight foreign countries. The total
included 4,419 students taking courses
in 218 extension centers, and 1,307 en-
rolled in correspondence courses.

In another separate report, the
American Baptist Theological Seminary,
Nashville, reported an enrollment of 88
on campus and 900 in extension center.

Palmer

McElrath

ON PROGRAM — Kentuckians participating on programs during the Denver con-
vention include John Claypool, pastor of Crescent Hill Baptist Church, Louisville,
preaching at the Pastor’s Conference; Richard Lin, Southern Seminary music
professor, leading the music at one session of the Church Music Conference; Wil-
liam* Hull, dean of the school of theology, Southern Seminary, leading a worship
period with prayer and scripture Tuesday morning during the Southern Baptist
Convention, Robert Palmer, former Williamsburg pastor and now professor at
Cumberland College, selected scripture passages read at various sessions; Hugh
McElrath, Southern Seminary music professor, served as marrator of a worship
period of the Church Music Conference; Allen Graves, administrative dean of
Southern Seminary, was keynote speaker of the annual Southern Baptist Con-

jference of Superintendents of Missions.
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The SBC Education Commission indi-
cated a gain in the number of church-
related vocations volunteers during
1969. The report said the number of
such volunteers increased by 512 dur-
ing the year, to a total of 14,540.

Total enrollment at the 73 Baptist
colleges, universities, schools and semi-
naries for the year was 110,143, accord-
ing to the Education Commission report,
which said Baptist colleges and schools
“‘are stronger than at any time in the
history of the Convention.”

The two Southern Baptist owned hos-
pitals operated by Southern Baptist
Hospitals, Inc., continue to expand, with
expansion programs planned totalling
$22.7 million at the New Orleans hos-
pital and $33.7 million at Jacksonville,
Florida.

The hospital agency’s report did not
mention plans of the SBC Executive
Committee to submit on Tuesday morn-
ing a proposal tc sever ties with the
two hospitals.

Another commission of the SBC, the
Brotherhood Commission, reported a de-
crease in Brotherhood (Baptist men and
boys) enrollment from 448,738 to
430,339. Royal Ambassador enrollment,
however, increased by 1,955 to a total
of 187,606 boys involved in the missions
education program for boys.

Radio and TV

The SBC Radio and Television Com-
mission, which referred to itself as

Pastor Indicted

The pastor of financially-insolvent
Mid-City Baptist Church in New Or-
leans, Louisiana, and four other persons
have been indicted by the federal grand
jury on 13 counts of alleged conspiracy,
fraud in the sale of securities, and mail
fraud.

The charges stem from the sale of
more than $12 million worth of church
bonds over a period of several years, and
the issuance of new bond sales in order
to pay off bonds that became due.

The grand jury returned a “true bill”
indictment on J. Paul Driscoll, pastor of
the Mid-City Baptist Church; Jessie
Muriel Ray, the church’s bond director;
Hugh E. McGee, Jr., an attorney from
Houston; and Paul D. McMillan and
Clyde L. Rabun, both identified as
Houston church bond brokers.

United States attorney Daniel J. Mar-
key, who presented the case to the grand
jury, said “This was the hardest deci-
sion (to prosecute) I've had to make in
my career. It was not something we did
with relish but, under the law, we felt
we had to prosecute.”

According to the indictment, the first
count charges fraud in the sale of se-
curities, counts two through 12 allege
separate instances of mail fraud, and
the last count charges a general con-
spiracy.
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maintaining ‘“the largest electronic min-
istry of any religious group in the
world,” indicated that its 44 different
programs were being broadcast by 2,783
different stations by the end of the year.
Last year, the programs were aired in
152,022 separate broadcasts, the com-
mission said.

Ten hours of free network television
time were donated by the networks to
Southern Baptists for 17 different pro-
grams last year, the commission said.
The commission’s television cartoon se-
ries for children, “JOT” has prompted
a total of more than 150,000 cards and
letters from viewers, the commission
said.

Christian Life

The SBC Christian Life Commission
said in its report that the year 1969
brought to a climax a decade when the
commission’s emphasis on applied Chris-
tianity “came of age among Southern
Baptists.”

The commission cited its efforts in
seeking to implement the SBC ‘“Crisis
in the Nation Statement,” and a semi-
nar in Chicago last year on “The
Church’s Mission in the National Crisis,”
but did not mention in the written re-
port a controversial seminar in Atlanta
on Authentic Morality in April (after
the deadline for submitting copy to the
printea Book of Reports).

The SBC Stewardship Commission re-
ported record SBC Cooperative Program

In Bond Fraud

Markey said that over $4 million in
bonds on behalf of Mid-City Baptist
Church were sold between August 1,
1962, and November 30, 1967, the period
covered by the indictment.

unified budget contributions for the
year — $27.4 million, an increase of $1.4
million or 5.6 percent. The Stewardship
Commission’s Cooperative Program pro-
motion theme for the year is “Concern”
and next year will be “Concern for
People.”

Other stewardship statistics listed in
the Book of Reports include total gifts
(all purposes) of $842.7 million, gifts to
missions and benevolences of $133.2
million, and total Cooperative Program

(state and SBC) gifts of $78.2 million.

Church property value was listed at
$3.9 billion.

The Southern Baptist Foundation re-
ported a trust corpus of $11 million,
with a return on its general fund of
5.99 percent. The year 1969 was a ‘‘hec-
tic time for all foundations” because of
the financial market situation in the
world, the report said.

The SBC Historical Commission cited
major efforts during the year to plan
for observances of the convention’s
125th anniversary, and in production
of Volume III of the Southern Baptist
Encyclopedia.

Two “associated organizations” pre-
sented written reports to the conven-
tion — the Woman’s Missionary Union,
auxiliary to the SBC, and the Baptist
World Alliance,

Woman’s Missionary Union reported
an enrollment of 1,291,222 in its or-
ganizations, a decrease of 116,452, and
increased cooperation with other agen-
cies of the SBC in inter-program plan-
ning and correlation.

The Baptist World Alliance reported
on plans for the 12th Baptist World
Congress in Tokyo, July 12-18 of 1970,
and listed the total Baptist world pop-
ulation in 125 countries at 31,023,937.
Of this total, 86 different Baptist con-
ventions and unions that participate in
the Baptist World Alliance have a total
membership of 26,499,346. (BP)

==

-0

5

___ Amount Over Last Year

.@ ' COOPERATIVE PROGRAM ﬁ‘
'.‘."‘,' ‘ A R ‘ ’r“ ’N‘ }g {\ I\/I .".0
June, 1970
,// May 1970 Co-Op Goal $EN333 383
“~ May 1970 Co-Op Gifts 299, 593
Someal 1970 Co-Op Goal to Date 2,999,999
\ = 1970 Co-Op Gifts to Date 2,815,276
\"'r(;b Amount Under 1970 Goal 184, 723
? This Time Last Year 2,656, 342
b~k

158,935(5. 9%)

. .=~  THREE MONTHS TO MAKE OUR GOAL!

We can - We must do it for Christ's Sake




ASKING ABOUT ILLNESS

o Where Does Religion Fit In

By John H. Boyle,
Professor, Psychology of Religion, Southern Seminary

Iliness is not only a physical, mental, and emotional crisis, it is a spirit-
ual crisis as well. By spiritual crisis I mean a ‘“‘confrontation” of ourselves
by the experiences of life in such a way that we become aware of the real
values around which we have organized our lives. In other words, a spirit-
ual crisis is an event or series of events in which God reveals himself to us
and, in so doing, reveals us to ourselves and to one another with reference
to our relationships to Him, to ourselves, and to others.

For many people illness and hospitalization constitute such a crisis.
During this time a person may find himself reflecting on those concerns
which are of ultimate importance to him. Among these may be his relation-
ship to God, his purpose in the world, the meaning of life and death, the
welfare of his loved ones, his hope for the future and his need for forgive-
ness.

One issue which usually surfaces during the time of illness is the realiza-
tion by the individual that he is really human. The person who has not beeh
sick a day in his life may now find it difficult to accept
the fact that he is essentially a limited person who is
chained to the threat of death. He may even try to prove
that he is the exception to the rules of life by refusing
to consult a physician or by rejecting the treatment
program which the doctor outlines. In these and other
ways he may try to deny his humanity and thereby
function as if he himself were God.

When once he accepts the fact of his illness and his
humanity he may experience a sense of loneliness and
isolation as he feels cut off from others and even from
God. Past sins may now haunt him as he wonders if
his illness is God’s way of punishing him. He may realize

Boyle that to a certain degree his illness may indeed be due
to the way he has lived and to the fact that he has pursued goals and neg-
lected his health in ways that have caused him to be more vulnerable to
disease. Even his broken or strained relationships to others and his feelings
of anger and unkindness may have contributed to creating a climate in
which it was easier for him to get sick. In these and other ways he may
need to experience the forgiveness of God and of others if his total situation
is to become more healthy.

Since in our culture illness is sometimes the socially acceptable way
we have of avoiding responsibility, this factor may be a part of the spiritual
crisis. Here a2 person may either reject any responsibility for his condition
by becoming overly dependent and lying back to let God and others do all
the work of healing or he may assume too much responsibility for his situa-
tion by trying to prove that he does not need anyone to help him and thus
may resist the efforts of God through doctors and nurses to care for him.
Either way he fails to enter into a partnership with God and others in
order to bring about healing.

As the sick person faces failure and loss in the crisis of illness he may
experience a certain bereavement and grief. Persons whose health fails or
who lose parts of their bodies or the function of parts of their bodies know
what this means. Once again the Christian faith speaks to this condition
as it provides comfort and strength through the Holy Spirit to enable the
person to deal with such failures and loss in creative and redemptive ways.

All of these factors mentioned so far contribute to the meaning which
the individual ascribes to his illness. The problem of meaning as it relates
to the experiences of life is essentially a religious one. If the person sees
God as a good God and one who can be trusted, the meaning of illness may
take a more hopeful form regardless of whether the person eventually gets
well. If he views God as a monster to be feared and one who cannot be trusted,
he may continue to ask, “Why did God allow this to happen?” What he may
mean is, “If I were God I would not have allowed this to happen.”

The issue ultimately is whether God can be trusted — not necessarily
to heal us of a particular disease, but to stay by us and not abandon us
whatever happens. Dr. Leslie Weatherhead once ministered to a young
woman dying of tuberculosis who had gone,in vain to the shrine at Lourdes
to be healed. He quotes her as saying, “I have learned not to cling tightly

utterly to the Crucified One and not mind whether I am healed or not.”
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to the cross and believe that I shall be healed, but rather to yield my

Kansas Baptists,
Bond Firm

Reach Settlement

An “amicable settlement” has been
reached between the Kansas Convention
of Southern Baptists and the A. B. Cul-
bertson Co., a church bond firm in Ft.
Worth, Texas, according to a joint an-
nouncement by officials of both organi-
zations.

Amount of the settlement was not dis-
closed, but Senator Lester Arvin, Wich-
ita attorney and chairman of the board
of managers for the Kansas Convention,
described it as “substantial.”

Under terms of the settlement, the
Culbertson Co., was released as trustee
for the Church Loan Association and
“will no longer have liability to the
Church Loan Association and the Kan-
sas Convention of Southern Baptists.”

The Kansas Convention, according to
the agreement announced, has agreed
to pay all principal and interest on any
issue of Church Loan Association bonds
as they mature and become due, and to
free the Culbertson Co. of any liability
for the payment of such principal and
interest.

The brief press release did not men-
tion specifically any financial remuner-
ation to be paid by A. B. Culbertson &
Co., to the Kansas Convention, but Ar-
vin did say “This settlement will sub-
stantially help in solving the financial
problems of the Church Loan Associa-
tion of Southern Baptists.”

When asked by a Baptist Press re-
porter if there was to be financial re-
muneration by the A. B. Culbertson
Co., as part of the settlement, Senator
Arvin replied, “absolutely,” but added
that he could not disclose publicly the
amount of the settlement. The settle-
ment will be a part of a total financial
disclosure on the financial condition of
the convention’s Church Loan Associ-
ation to be distributed to all bond hold-
ers, probably within the next month.

Though the settlement was described
as ‘‘amicable,” last November Senator
Arvin, in a major speech before the
Kansas Convention of Southern Bap-
tists, strongly chided A. B. Culbertson
& Co., for “being derelict in their duty”
as trustee in failing to set up adequate
reserves and sinking funds, and for sell-
ing convention bonds when they knew
the “sinking fund” was insolvent.

Arvin pointed out at the convention
that the Church Loan Association of
Southern Baptists was ‘‘organized at
the suggestion and as a selling arm of
of the A. B. Culbertson & Co.” He added
that A. B. Culbertson & Co., and their
representatives were paid, since 1958,
more than $320,000 as commissions for
selling the bonds and acting as trustees
for the association. (BP)
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(Continued from page 5)

70’s is being determined now in every
association of our convention. At this
time associational nominating commit-
tees have the responsibility to search
out and enlist dedicated and capable
leadership to conduct these training op-
portunities on the local level. The de-
gree of dedication and ability these
future leaders will demonstrate will de-
termine the success or failure of much
of our work.

Therefore this is a matter for fervent
prayer and serious consideration. This
is a time for prayerful evaluation and
responsible action.

Cox’s Creek, Kentucky T. Frank Smith

A STUDY OF CONTRAST
Dear Editor:

Wednesday night I went to my church
to hear a visiting hippie evangelist
named Arthur Blessitt. As I entered the
door of my church I heard the pastor
explaining to the larger than usual
Wednesday evening crowd that Blessitt
had learned of near riot conditions de-
veloping on the University of Kentucky
campus and had gone to see if he could
lend a hand in quelling the impending
disturbance. The congregation, made up
of more young people than those of
middle age, had come from many
churches in Lexington and as far away
as Prestonsburg.

For some inexpiable reason I stepped
out the side door of my church and
observed a police cruiser rushing to the
nearby street intersection where an of-
ficer was directing traffic. Behind the
cruiser moved a mobile radio studio fol-
lowed by several photographers who
were running backward as they at-
tempted to record what was moving
toward downtown Lexington. The sight
was awesome, As television motion pic-
ture cameras began recording the sight
of fist-waving, shouting young people
they moved to lock arms and slowed the
pace. The group moved down the street
vet my feet were almost rooted to the
spot. They were not all unshaven, un-
shorn and unshod. Several were dressed
in sport clothes customarily worn by
college students who would have been
better off preparing for final exams.

As the mob advanced a young adult
emerged from the sideline. Dressed
rather average except for his sandals
and hair just slightly longer than av-
erage, he entered the door from which
I had just emerged. His face seemed
vaguely familiar and suddenly I realized
this was Arthur Blessitt.

By this time the mob was very close
to the side of the church and I ran
around the church corner, entering
through the front door. What a con-
trast! The entire congregation was
kneeling and praying that this terrible
thing would pass, Whispered prayers
were muttered as each one in his own
way called upon God for peace. The
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air was electrified with tension as we
had no idea if this house of God was
going to be invaded. Outside, the curs-
ing, shouting group marched on to Main
Street.

After several minutes one of the Bles-
sitt team members voiced the prayer
that was on the lips of everyone in
church — a plea for peace — calm —
nonviolence. We arose from our knees
and were told that Arthur was going
to do-all that Jesus would allow in
trying to keep the mob calm. Another
young man with red hair hanging across
his forehead began to tell about his
boyhood home in southern Louisiana
and how he grew up without knowing
God and becoming an alcoholic before
leaving high school.

This young man began to preach in
such a way that a new feeling devel-
oped among those gathered in the
church. Then he asked for a show of
hands of those who were not at peace.
An invitation was offered and young
people began to come to the altar where
a large cross lay. As each walked the
aisle he fell to his knees. Finally, the
entire front part of the church was
filled with praying people and still oth-
ers came. Many picked their way
through the kneeling forms as they
made their way to the lectern to tell
of their experiences with Jesus Christ
and to plead with those who had not
made a commitment. There were high
school students, college students, and
even a teacher who voiced concern for
what was happening in the world today.

The service which usually lasts less
than an hour had continued for almost
three hours. As I started out the side
door of the church I saw a group of
hippie-looking young people all but
blocking the sidewalk, My immediate
reaction was, here it comes, but I was
wrong. They were in prayer for God to
make the experiences of those who had
just found a new leader real and con-
tinuing. They were praying that the
impending violence would settle down
and that God would intervene.

There is the contrast. One group pray-
ing for peace, the other nearing vio-
lence — for peace.

These events took place near Calvary
Baptist Church in Lexington between
7:30 and 10 p.m. on Wednesday, May 6,
1970.

Lexington, Kentucky Joe B. Williams

DIALOGUE AT ATLANTA
Dear Editor:

It is unfortunate that some of our
pastors and their people are still criti-
cal of the Christian Life Seminar re-
cently held at Atlanta. The criticism
seems to grow out of a misunderstand-
ing of the method and purpose of the

seminar, as well as a somewhat bitter
opposition to three out of the 15 per-
sons who were on the program. After
all, the seminar was simply a discus-
sion in dialogue of Christian morality.

As to those on the program, do we
forget that Jesus had dialogue discus-
sions with all kinds of people? At one
time the Holy Spirit led Jesus into a
dialogue with the Devil himself (Matt.
4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13).

On another occasion Jesus entered
into a discussion with a Pharisee who
condemned him for receiving the at-
tention of a “woman of the city who
was a sinner” (Luke 7:36-50).

On still another occasion Jesus con-
demned a group of religious leaders
for their merciless accusation of a
wcman taken “in the very act” of adul-
tery (John 8:1-11).

Nor should we forget the notable
event recorded in the Old Testament
when Elijah met the prophets of Baal
on Mount Carmel (I Kings 18:17-39).

We had some Elijahs at Atlanta.
When the managing ‘editor of Playboy
magazine spoke of the great success of
the magazine in achieving a circulation
of 20 million copies, Dr. Cranford shot
back from the floor, “The success of
Playboy magazine does not show how
stupid the church is, it shows rather
how pagan the world is.” Both from
the platform and the floor faithful men
declared the biblical concepts of Chris-
tian morality.

We should be thankful and grateful
to God for the Christian Life Commis-
sion who called and prepared this con-
test. We should rejoice that they had
enough courage to bring Mount Carmel
to Atlanta.

Dallas, Texas A, C. Miller

VBS MATERIALS NEEDED
Dear Dr. Boatwright:

Greetings from the Trinidad Baptist
Mission,

Having learned that many state Sun-
day School Departments have a supply
of VBS pupils books which are no long-
er useable, we would like to request that
these be sent to us. We shall be glad to
pay the postage.

The churches here are not able to
purchase new literature. If these books
are going to be destroyed, they could
sure be of a great help here. We have
a good supply of the teacher’s books.

Most of our schools will be in August,
so there is plenty of time for us to re-
ceive tlam. They should be mailed to
Trinidad Baptist Mission, 24 Aber-
cromby Street, P.O. Box 488, Port-Of-
Spain, Trinidad.

John C. Sanderson

Editor’s Note: This letter was received
by Sunday School secretary Roy Boat-
wright who shared it with Western Re-
corder, It is printed here so that all
Kentucky Baptists might know of this
need and reply as able.
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Why Do Christians Seek Unity? R4 St o o i

In the genuine friendship of the
Philippians Paul felt a keen delight. He
was delighted especially in finding a
group of church members whose lives
were patterned after the will of God.

The example
Philippians 2:5-11

Paul challenged the Philippians to
imitate Christ in their way of thinking.

Certainly Paul could not have used a
better and stronger argument for fol-
lowing Christ than the example of the
Saviour, Who humbled Himself, made
Himself of no reputation, took upon

thoughts, quality to our words, and tone
to our actions.

The Lord’s Supper is a prophecy of a
future event — Christ’s return. The
memory of His death should quicken
the hope of His return. Every time we
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The exhortation
Philippians 2:1-4

tians should be disposed to think, to
speak, and to act as Christ did, since
they are His followers. It is our privi-

His mind, we will not seek our own wills,
but His; we will not strive for our own
advancement, but for His glory. In ev-

I Corinthians 14:23-26, 40
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compassion and pity. In his appeal for
unity of thought, affection, and feeling,
Paul informed the Philippians that their
favorable response to his fourfold appeal
would be a source of great joy to his
own heart. :

Knowing 'full well that a partisan
spirit which engenders strife will dis-
tress any church and greatly handicap
its work, Paul expressed the hope that
it might never invade the church at
Philippi. He was anxious to keep am-
bition and vanity from destroying the
harmony of this splendid church. He
stressed the importance and tremendous
worth of humility and unselfishness, He
urged them to lose themselves in the
service of others. Nobody is ever justi-
fied in living for his own interests to
the exclusion of those of others.

If you think it is easy to grow a
church of one mind and one spirit,
striving together for the hope and the
faith of the gospel, try to do so, and
you will soon discover how Satan will
oppose you and interfere with your
efforts.
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A prominent churchman, whose name
is unknown to me, said, “Worship is the
mind filled with the truth of God, the
imagination elevated by the beauty of
God, the conscience purged by the holi-
ness of God, the heart filled with the
love of God, and the will dedicated to
the purposes of God.” Worship is the
reverence, adoration, and deference paid
to God by His children. Spiritual per-
ception and communion are vital in the
life of Christians.

I Corinthians 11:23-26

True worship entails a meaningful
personal experience with God. One wor-
ship service which calls for genuine
self-examination and grateful dedica-
tion is the one in which the Lord’s
Supper is observed. To this end Paul
gave the Corinthian Christians explicit
instructions about the proper observance
of it.

Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper in
the Upper Room at Jerusalem on the
night of His betrayal. He did this in
express recognition and for the ever-
lasting remembrance of His death of

torture, agony, and ignominy. The
Lord’s Supper is an ordinance which is
‘to be observed by and in His churches
at stated intervals as determined by
each church, inasmuch as the scriptures
do not specify how often it is to be
observed.

When He instituted the Supper, Christ
took the bread, which represented His
own body, and gave thanks unto the
Father for a body that could die for the
sins of the world. He also took the wine,
which represented His blood, gave
thanks for it and interpreted the mean-
ing of this symbol to the disciples.
Then, He gave the wine to them and
commanded them to drink it. Of course,
the bread which He gave to them was
not His literal body, because He was yet
present with them; and the wine was
not His literal blood, because that blood
still flowed in His veins.

The Lord’s Supper pictures truth for
believers in connection with the past,
the present, and the future. Concerning
the observance of this ordinance, Paul
emphasized three things.
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with any language ordinarily spoken by

an ecstasy that they uttered sounds
which were meaningless to those who
heard them. Unless the spoken words
can be understood without difficulty
there will not be any edification, en-
couragement or comfort, and the labor
spent in their delivery will be lost.

Because speaking in tongues con-
tributed to confusion and bedlam in-
stead of the worshipful atmosphere
which becomes the house of God, par-
ticipants in a worship service were ad-
monished to test the value of the means
and methods of worship by the extent
to which they edified believers in the
Lord.

If worship services are to benefit
those present and honor the Lord, they
must be conducted in an orderly man-
ner. Right thinking people realize, as
this lesson plainly teaches, that unless
church services are conducted in a spirit
of reverence and all things are done
decently and in order, neither believers
nor unbelievers can be helped as God
wants them to be. Everything must be
kept within the bounds of propriety if
the worshipers are to please God and
represent Him as they should.

June 6, 1970

A Bible truth.
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Staff Changes

Raymond Baker resigned the South
Union Baptist Church in Christian
County Baptist Association to become
pastor of Delmont Baptist Church, Little
River Baptist Association.

Don Bearfield left Severns Valley
Baptist Church after seven years as
minister of music to go to the Mills
Home Baptist Church, Thomasville,
North Carolina. In connection with
Mills Home Church he will be serving
a children’s home. He served Severns
Valley Association in many ways when-
ever needed while at Severns Valley
church.
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George Besh is the new pastor of Old
Bethel Baptist Church in Ohio Valley
Association. Besh is a newly ordained
pastor.

Willard Jones resigned the pastorate
of Monticello Baptist Church in Gasper
River Association. He is the new pastor
at Quality Baptist Church in the same
association.

Larry Knowles resigned as pastor of
Haycraft Baptist Chapel to go to the
Sulphur Spring Baptist Church, Frank-
lin, Kentucky. Knowles graduated from
Southern Seminary this year.

Jim Neal resigned as pastor of Beth-
lehem Baptist Church in Bell County
Association to accept the pastorate of

Jenson Baptist Church in the same as-
sociation.

Thomas J. Powell resigned as pastor
of Riverview Baptist Church in Critten-
den Association to accept the pastorate
of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Blood
River Association.

Paul Tillett of Clear Creek Baptist
School resigned Jenson Baptist Church
in Bell County Association to become
pastor of East Barbourville Baptist
Church in North Concord Baptist As-
sociation.

Norman Workman of Clear Creek
Baptist School is the new pastor of
Ferndale Mission in Bell County Associ-
ation.

DOES YOUR CHURCH NEED MONEY TO BUILD?
DID YOU KNOW?

YOUR CHURCH COULD HAVE THE MONEY FOR
SMALL WEEKLY PAYMENTS LISTED BELOW:

$ 75,000.00 for $112.50 per wk.
“Your 100,000.00 for 150.00 per wk.
$10,000.00 for $15.00 per wk. Church 150,000.00 for 225.00 per wk.
15,000.00 for 22.50 per wk. Can Build Bayinentis o any atsenst
25,000.00 for 37.50 per wk. Now!” furnished on request.

Write
Call

Get Full Information on the New Compounded Interést Bond

JAMES W. MORRIS
or P.0. Box 951
Phone: (AC 309) 346-1092

Pekin, Il 61554

“Extravaganza!

Take advantage of new
titles, old favorites, our spe-
cial Grab Bag offer of 4
books for $1.00, a free book
with the purchase of one at
regular price ... all during
our Old Fashioned Summer
Book Extravaganzal

Write for free folder listing
titles of these devotional
books and special offers TO-
DAY. Address

The Upper Room

1908 GRAND AVENUE
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37203
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usual! “Believe” is a tremendous word
in the Bible. Through it we are saved
and joined to Christ. By it we are as-
sembled together in the common faith
whether Jew or Gentile, Greek or bar-
barian, Roman or provincial, male or
female, bond or free, black or white,
poor or rich. We believe something
about God, about Jesus Christ, about the
Bible, about the soul and destiny of
man, about the church, about the Holy
Spirit and about the many other doc-
trines (teachings) of divine revelation.
And believing, we speak, preach, teach,
evangelize and call to repentance and
faith in the name of the Lord Jesus. It
is these common convictions that bind
us together.

A man is invited to become a Baptist.
He asks a simple question, “What do
you Baptist believe?” “Oh,” we reply,
“you can believe anything and be a
Baptist. There are Mohammedan Bap-
tists, there are Hindu Baptists, there
are atheist Baptists, there are infidel
Baptists, there are Bible-rejecting Bap-
tists, Christ-denying Baptists.” One
speaks up to say, “I personally am a
Mary Baker Glover Patterson Eddy
Baptist.” Really? No! There are deep
convictions we hold about the faith once
for all delivered to the saints. We have
never been slow or tardy or reluctant
to write out, to speak out and to publish
abroad those doctrinal beliefs. It is un-
thinkable that we would belong to a
group which refuses to say what we
believe.

One says: “But you can’t say any-
thing about Christ. That would be
creedal. You can’t say anything about
the Bible. That would be creedal. You
can’t say anything about the ordi-
nances. That would be creedal.” Another
says, “You can’t tell me what to believe.
That is what it is to be a Baptist, We
believe in anything, or nothing.” It be-
comes absurd and ridiculous. We
do believe and that something is re-
vealed to us from God out of
heaven and it is written in God’s
Holy Book for all to read, to accept, to
preach and to die for! It is these doc-
trines that give us strength and godly
courage in a godless world, otherwise we
are like the ten Israelites who returned
from the promised land with a grape-
vine instead of a backbone, or like the
well-used cliche “if you do not stand
for something, you fall for anything.”

Are we to change with the changing
times? Only in our methods, our ap-
proaches and our nomenclature. Our
great doctrines and principles never
change. God does not change. The Al-
mighty says, “I am the Lord, I change
not” (Malachi 3:6). Christ does not
change. He is the same yesterday, today
and forever (Hebrews 13:8). God's Word
does not change. “Forever, O God, thy
Word is fixed in heaven” (Psalms 119:
89). Man does not change. He is essen-
tially the same fallen creature, whether

June 6, 1970

in the stone age or in this age, whether
on the moon or on Mars, whether he is
killing his fellowman with a stone axe
or with an atomic bomb. And redemp-
tion is ever needed and ever the same.
“Neither is there salvation in any other,
for there is none other name under
heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

We must maintain our doctrines and
our principles or lose our unity and our
message. There will be no peace to us
and no offer of hope to a troubled
world if we lose the doctrinal basis for
the gospel we preach.

Our institutions ought to reflect those
great doctrinal commitments. Our lit-
erature ought to teach it. Our preachers
and pastors and denominational leaders
ought to preach it. And when we send
out missionaries, they ought to declare
in other lands the same marvelous, glo-
rious, glad tidings of God’s eternal, re-

‘vealed truth. When we cease to believe

in Christ we are no longer Christians.
When we cease-to believe in Baptist doc-
trines we are no longer Baptists. We
have become something else.

III,

“Look unto the rock whence ye are
hewn and to the hole of the pit whence
ye are digged.” We were born not only
in a great missionary responsibility and
in a deep, doctrinal conviction, but also
in a vast cooperative effort, in an enter-
prise of common commitment. Luther
Rice, the missionary statesman and
strategist, by divine wisdom was led to
see that. what no one church could do,
an association of churches could do and
do mightily and effectively. Our organ-
ized Baptist work in America, and final-
ly our Southern Baptist Convention, be-
came & viable, vibrant, quickening body
through the willingness of the churches
to share together a common program of
missions, evangelism and education.
This is still our only possible avenue of
facing the needs and the tides of evil
of our teeming, troubled world. We must
do it together. One of us alone is too
weak, too frail and too easily broken.
It takes us all in strength and power.
An aged, dying father called his seven
sons around him. He gave each one a
stick and said, “Break it.” Each son
easily broke his separate stick. The old
father then bound seven sticks in a bun-
dle, gave the fasces to his eldest son
and said, “Break it.” He could not. Then
the second was commanded to try. He
could not. Nor could any of the rest.
“So,” said the father, “is it to be of you.
Alone you are weak, together you are
strong.” Our ultimate strength lies not
only in our common devotion to our
Lord, but also in our common determi-
nation to serve Him as an association
of churches, a true fellowship of the
saints, a holy and heavenly koinonia.
Otherwise, we are hopelessly defeated
before the onslaughts of the world.

One church can have a Sunday
School, but if we are to have a Sunday

School program we must have a Sunday
School Board and a denominational
framework in which it can move. One
church can have a revival meeting, but
if we are to have an evangelism pro-
gram we must have an evangelistically
oriented denominational outreach. One
church can have a missionary, but if we
are to have a mission program we must
have a mission board, working in the
circle of a denominationally dedicated
group of mission-minded churches. The
denomination, which represents the
combined strength of our cooperating
churches, is all important as we accept
the heavenly mandate to disciple, to
baptize, and to teach the nations of the
world. We may be in our churches in-
dependent sovereignties, democratic in
government, without an over-lording,
ecclesiastical hierarchy; but we are of
one mind and of one accord now and
forever in our passion to reach the
whole earth with the gospel of recon-
ciliation and redemption,

This is our past. This is our present.
This is our future. We have no other
Lord but Jesus. We have no other book
but the Bible. We are moved by no
other dedication but serving Christ. We
have no other goal but preaching and
implementing the gospel. Here we stand,
s0 help us God. We can do no other.
And in this commitment we are bound
together forever in an unbreakable, un-
beatable association and denomination
of churches under the leadership of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

COTTAGE FOR RENT — On Cumberland
Lake, near the Jamestown, Kentucky Boat
Dock. Inside facilities: Living room, all-
electric Kitchenette, bath room with show-
er, one bed room, one screened-in sleeping
porch, a’ screened-in sitting porch. Outside
facilities: Grill with tables, swings and
slide, a shuffle board court with outside
lighting. Contact: William R. Bradshaw,
3P439§ ggx 476, Jamestown, Kentucky. Phone

FOR SALE — 178 lineal feet of Modernfold
doors. Six sections 12 feet long; six sections
15 feet long; two sections 8 feet long. Totals
178 £, x 8 ft. gh. Like new condition.
Olivet Baptist Church, Route 2, Paducah,
Ky. 42001. Phone 442-3267.

HOMEWORKERS NEEDED (Envelope Ad-
dressers). FREE INFORMATION. Stamp
Appreciated. Addressers Association, Dept.
17, 311 North D Street, Richmond, Ind. 47374.

WE’'RE BAPTIST, so even if you ignore us
we won't go away. Tug Valley Bible &
Book Store, Williamson, West Virginia 25661,

FOR SALE — Kitchen Equipment — Range,
Fryer, Ovens Dishwasher, Steamtable, Cof-
fee Urns, Sinits, Hood, Work Table, Reason-
able, Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louis-
ville 587-6926.

BONDS — Two $250 Church Bonds for sale.
Maturity date 1974 and 1976. If interested,
phone 637-2777,

FOR SALE: 28 pews, curved, varied lengths,
Solid construction with good finish. First
Baptist Church, Sturgis, Kentucky 42459,
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Dobbins

Ingle Pendergraph

Pastor's-Layman’s Conference Planned

Two Pastor’s and Laymen’s Confer-
ences have been scheduled this year
during the second week of July, accord-
ing to a recent announcement by G. R.
Pendergraph, secretary of the KBC
church administration department.

Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly in
Marshall County will host the first con-
ference July 6-8. The second conference
will be held at Campbellsville College
July 9-10.

Headlining the program this year are
Herschel Ford, Gaines Dobbins and
Clifford Ingle. Pendergraph is director
of the conference.

Ford, a leading Southern Baptist
preacher and pastor, currently serves
the San Jose Baptist Church, Jackson-
ville, Florida, as pastor. He assumed
that pastorate after going into retire-

.ment.

A prolific author, Ford is best known
for his Simple Sermon series. The latest
of these books is entitled Simple Ser-
mons for a Sinful Age. He will deliver
five messages at each of the confer-
ences.

Leading the emphasis on church ad-
ministration will be Gaines Dobbins.
One of the best known Baptists in Ken-
tucky, Dobbins was for many years pro-
fessor at Southern Seminary.

He is the author of numerous books
including several seminary textbooks in
the fields of religious education and
church administration.

Dobbins is currently retired and lives

Kentuckians Receive
Fellowship Awards

Wayne E. Ward, professor of Chris-
tian theology, and Hugh T. McElrath,
church music professor, have been
awarded fellowships by the American
Association of Theological Schools.

Ward, who received a $4,000 grant,
will be working on a special project of
tracing out and cataloguing the major
points of agreement which have been
established by the leading biblical
scholars of various communions for use
in ecumenical dialogues.

McElrath, who received a $3,000 grant,
will be studying at Regents Park Col-
lege of Oxford University in England.
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in Birmingham, Alabama, where, among
other things, he works as a chaplain.

Clifford Ingle will conduct the Bible
study portions of the conferences. He is
professor of religious education at Mid-
western Baptist Theological Seminary
in Kansas City. Previously, Ingles has
served as pastor, military chaplain and
college professor. He is a native of Kan-
sas and holds degrees from William
Jewell College and Southwestern Semi-
nary in Texas.

Between 500-600 persons are expected
to attend the two conferences. Jonathan
Creek conference begins Monday after-
noon, July 6, at 1:30 p.m. It concludes
Wednesday at noon, The Campbellsville
conference opens at 9:00 a.m., Thurs-
day morning and closes Friday after-
noon.

The same program is presented at
both conferences.

Those wishing to make reservations
should write the Church Administration
Department, Kentucky Baptist Building,
Middletown, Kentucky 40243.

The only cost is a $1 registration fee
which also covers insurance.

Campbellsville [nitiates
New Degree Program

A minor in library science, leading to
certification for both elementary
school and high school librarians, will
now be offered at Campbellsville College,
according to an announcement made by
L. D. Kennedy, chairman of the de-
partment of literature, languages and
library science. i

Directing the program will be Mrs.
Ruby Curry, a MSLS degree graduate
from Catherine Spalding, assisted by
Brantley Parsley, who has a MLS from
Emory University. ;

A minor in library science will re-
quire a total of 22 hours. It may be
pursued not only by those who desire
to complete degree requirements and
receive librarian certification, but also
for special students interested in work-
ing as library technicians in either pub-
lic or school libraries.

Certification for elementary school
librarian will be given to one who satis-
factorily completes the library science
minor plus the regular requirements for
an elementary teaching certificate, ex-
plained Kennedy.

Certification for high school librarian
will be given to one who satisfactorily
completes the above program plus the
regular requirements for a high school
teaching certificate.

YWAs — A group of 33 Kentucky YWAs and their leaders attend the 1969 YWA
Conference at Glorieta. This year a charter bus will take Kentucky YWAs to the
annual YWA Conference at Ridgecrest, June 25-July 1. If you are interested in
being a part of the 1970 group write Miss Sydney Portis, YWA Director, Kentucky
Baptist Building, Middletown, Kentucky 40243 for information.
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