
• t 

•' 

" 

• I 

• I 

,sx,:wm (C@IROO lEill 
DECEMBER 19, 1970 



Staff Changes 
Wilbur B. Webb began his ministry 

as pastor of Marion Baptist Church, 
Marion, November 29. He came to this 

position from Oak 
C l i f f B a pt i s t 
Church, Fort Sinith, 
Arkansas. A grad­
uate of Mississippi 
College and South­
ern Seminary, with 
a year of graduate 
study in psychology 
of religion and pas­
toral care, Webb 
has served as pas­
tor in Mississippi, 

Webb Kentucky and Ar-
kansas. While in Kentucky he served 
New Salem, Youngers Creek and first 
Baptist, Sebree. He served on the state 
executive board for three years and 
was moderator of Green Valley Asso­
ciation. 

Mrs. Webb is a graduate of Missis­
sippi College and was named in Out­
standing Young Women of America, 
1968. The Webbs have three Kentucky 
born sons, Doug, Robin and Larry. 

Beechwood Baptist Church of Louis­
ville will honor its retiring pastor, 
James B. Sawyer, at the regular 11:00 
a.m. worship hour on January 10, 1971, 

with a reception to 
follow. 

Sawyer has served 
the church since it 
was constituted in 
February, 1953, with 
26 members to the 
present time and a 
membership of over 
900. His retirement 
will be effective on 
December 31, 1970. 

Among those ap-
Sawyer pearing on the pro-

gram will be Duke McCall, president 
of Southern Seminary; Robert Mills, 
president of Georgetovm College; Har­
old G. Sanders, executive secretary­
treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention, and G. Allen West, executive 
secretary of Long Run Association. 

Beechwood is extending a special in-

vitation to friends to join in this trib­
ute to Sawyer. All communications 
should be addressed to the church of­
fice, 201 Biltmore Road, Louisville, 
Kentucky 40207. 

Harold D. Tallant, former pastor of 
Farmdale Baptist Church, Louisville, 
has accepted the position of church 
evangelist with the Highview Baptist 
Church, Louisville. 

In this capacity Tallant will organize 
and train persons in the church's out­
reach program. According to church 
pastor Bill Hancock, Tallant will focus 
his effort on homes not reached by the 
church's present program. 

Hancock emphasized that the church 
position would not interfere with Tal­
lant's revivals or supply preaching. 
"We view these as an extension of our 
church's ministry," Hancock said. "Most 
of • the demands of the church will be 
during his free time." 

Tallant formerly was pastor of First 
Baptist Church, London, and First Bap­
tist Church, Madisonville, before mov­
ing to Florida where he seryed as pas­
tor of the First Baptist Church of Day­
tona Beach. 

locust Grove Holds 
Note Burning Service 

Locust Grove Baptist Church, Blood 
River Association, held a special note 
burning ancl building dedication service 
on Sunday, November 29. 

Returning for the special day's ac­
tivities were Harold Lassiter, pastor 
from 1960-63, and Burene Richerson, 
pastor of the church between 1950-54. 
Lassiter spoke at the regular Sunday 
morning worship service. Richerson de­
livered the dedicatory message that af­
ternoon. 

Current pastor Jack Jones led the 
congregation in a special dedicatory 
liturgy following the burning of the 
note, indicating that the church is 
totally free of financial debt. 

In honor of the dedication ceremony, 
a special booklet including a history 
of the Locust Grove church was pre­
pared by pastor Jones. Lunch was also 
served following the Sunday morning 
service. 
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Gene Waggoner 
Pastor, Stithton 
Church, Radcliff 

Christmas greetings to you from the 
Fort Knox town of Radcliff, Kentucky! 
When most people hear of Fort Knox 
they almost automatically think of 
"The Gold Vault." Servicemen began 
their holiday leaves on December 19 
but don't worry there are still enough 
soldiers here to guard the gold! 

The Depository itself was completed 
in December of 1936 and within the 
building is a two-level steel and con­
crete vault, divided into compartments. 
The vault door weighs more than 20 
tons. No one person is entrusted with 
the combination. Various members of 
the Depository staff must dial sep­
arately combinations known only to 
them. Gold is contained within the vault 
valued at more than $11,000,000,000 in 
the form of gold bars, each we1ghmg 
27½ pounds and each worth $14,000. 

If I had the whole combination to 
the gold vault and gave it to you dur­
ing these days preceding Christmas 
1970 and told you to go in and carry 
out all the gold you wanted - it would 
not begin to compare with the riches 
you'll have when you receive Jesus as 
your personal Saviour and when you 
turn your life over to Him. 

You see, Christians are more con­
cerned about the God-standard than 
they are about the gold-standard and 
to know God's forgiving grace in Jesus 
Christ is wealth far greater than gold. 

If Santa Claus is more real to you 
than Jesus Christ, then Christmas has 
been sadly secularized for you. If in 
receiving cards, your chief concern is 
to count them, to see if there are more 
or less than last year, you have missed 
the meaning of Christmas. If you are 
looking for the Christmas spint m a 
bottle you will be disappointed for it 
can only be found in a Babe. 

John gives us the meanin.g of Christ­
mas in 25 words : "For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life" (John 3:16) . 

Not "forgotten" but ''begotten." Don't 
let Him be the "forgotten" Christmas 
Gift any longer. God gave us a Saviour 
and this Saviour is mine. Is He yours? 
I wouldn't take all the gold at Fort 
Knox for Himl "Love so amazmg, so di­
vine, demands my soul, my life, my 
all." 
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"H • .. ow Far· 1.s lt : :To: ·Bethlehem'' 
"How far is it to Bethlehem?" This . lehem too often seems:. far away.· and · ·:now i;>roughi_ forth the seed that would 

question is the title and first line ·of a perhaps almost unreal. _The.·reaso;n for' .pfufse· .. ·the · ·adversa-ry'.s .. head. Bethle• -.· • 
children's Christmas poem written by . this is not fai; to find. It's . because we've • · hem .llle_ans .peace· and • hop·e . "for · ,nan: 
Frances Chesterton, the wife of the eaten at the • tables of sin and drunk • "Only· :where He· was homeless· are ·you 
famous English poet and essayist, G. from the ·cups of temptation; · because and ·I at -home:•; • • • • • 
K. Chesterton. For her young audience we've strayed from the Master's side ••. : Bethlehem -means s)larj.ng. ·God has · 
she then replies with an answer that and been intent on doing things our . shared himself with us in his Son: We· • 
children would want to hear - "not way; . Bethlehem seems. far away be-. • are . t<> sh~re' .our. :knowledge. bf . him . 
very far." "How far is it to Bethle- . • cause the. Light of our souls has been . with ' others .. And We -are to share. that . 
hem?" "Not very far." However, one . eclipsed by -selfish desfre; and the light · • whfoh; we: havf :w.ith those who ·are in· 
may very well wonder about the accu- •from : Bethlehem · has _grown. faint be, • :need>. . • , .. . '.: .. _ . • . , . • • • • • • • • 
racy of the answer, for our world seems . cause. of the darkness of- bur deeds arid .· .Bethlehem .rnearj.s that ·God is •with 
very far from Bethlehem. words. The warmth ariif assurance· a:nd us . . :The .. proppecy "from· -Isaiaq declate<;I :. 

For a great part of the modern world,- . llght"tli.at Vie once .l!:riew in Jesus' .pres~ . "they shall . ca:l(hJs.· name . Emmanµel,'' • •. 
Bethlehem seems very remote, insig- ence has been re.l:')laced :by coldness and CMatth¢w:t:2a) :, (:rod: with . us; · . • 
nificant and, perhaps to many, irrele. fear and da:r~ness. -The-poet wrpte:. • • -: .Beth.leh~rn ••• means: -that. ·-"God s.ent 
vant. It is easy to suppor·t and docu- But now the road to lJethJeherri .: •• • • ·forth his::ii\o_ri;'1 •• (G~latians 4:4).; And:.it• 
ment this by a review .of any week's Se.ems cold, and ~teepand. taY:" • also" · q1e}fn5,. . ~•.G.qd was-·in. :Christ .... i, • 

events, as reported . by newspapers, • It wanders throuph .(l. Wilderness ,I{ereih ·js. -the . tneanirig : of Bethlehem 
news magazines, te_levision and radio. . Unlit b'il any star, • •• • • • • arid "th~-meaning ·ot :Christin:as'. • • • • 
On the international scene there • is • • : • •· . • ''ln .N.~hville; Tenness¢e;. in the home 
diplomatic confusion and haggling;. far- ·. The cUr ts tense u;i(h m~ans of patn. . of . . ari ·J\tmi . chap~ain; ;on . the fir$t• 
off c:;onflicts . which nevertheless make And cries of bitter hate. . • Christ~as :eve ··.after the war, the tele-
~heir demands t1pon out attenti:on • and. Where ' blocidsta.ine_d _ li,ills · a11.a· shattered phone · rang. H1s .• wife answered. : ~h~ 
pµrses; - international. hypocrisy. ancl • stone_s . . . . . . . was •thriiied Jo '- h.ear the. voice of her 

• • blac}crpail,· and th_reats by diabolically. • L ie _ black and de_sol_ate_, , • • husba'tid wl:):o ~fte(many lll()I)ths . over~ . 
. clevei: :men . who are well suited. to be ·. seas ha<;l 'j_ust • retui'.ned • to . ·J\mericail 

· . : the agents . oJ the chief of ·adversaries. · How can the sacree$heait qf God · shores'..-Y?u can imagine her. jo"y when_·. 
: .. Daily: oile:is in:ade-aware of the com:.·· Heal an this g11,ilt and grief?. ... • she learned he . would be · home · foi: 
., • •• • •• •• ·· •• · • • •• , L,ord, I believe·: And. -Yet, .this .. night, Chr1sttnas. U¢ would be . able to get 

. 6y W. l,WoJ;".gan Patterson . . Help Thou m_ine unbelief r • · borne sorrietinie during° the night: They 
· l'.r!)feslior, So.uthern Seminary' -· • • • • decided to k¢ep his :home~coming a . 

Now in the da,rkn~s guide ·my feet, secret from .the childrer(tliat he might 
munist conspiracy. fighting to subjugate Give holy strength to them surpi:ise them on Christmas . morning. 
the whole · human race. There is also To walk .with childlike faith once more The nex_t morning, . Christmas morning, · 
the threat of unbelievably destructive ·The road to Bethlehem! when the children gathered around the 
nuclear war and global vandalism. ("The Road to Bethlehem'.' by · tree to open· their presents lying be-
Agaimit this kind • of foreboding and Watson Kirkconneli, • in Master- neath the tree, suddenly the · white 
perilous background, one writer en- pieces of Religious Verse, p. 157) sheet on which the presents had been 
titled his Christmas sermon, "Megaton placed stirred, and up from among the 
or Manger?" One Baptist editor, sur- How far is it to Bethlehem? In our packages arose their father. It is easy 
veying such a scene with great anxiety, frail and fevered condition it often to imagine the joy of thqt home when 
headlined his editorial, "Stop the seems very far, especially so fo·r those the little ones who had expected only 
World, I Want to Get Off." In this. who stray and fall; for those who doubt presents found their father himself. 
kind of world Bethlehem seems too far · and despair; and, sometimes, for those "This is a parable of the real mean­
away to matter. who suffer pain and grief. For those, ing of Christmas. Up from the manger 

How far is it to Bethlehem? It seems Bethlehem has lost the nearness and ... no ordinary baby ... but the Christ, 
very far, too far to make much dif- the meaning it ought to have. the love of God Himself incarnate ... 
ference. On the national scene things What. then is the meaning of Bethle­
are not much better. Here we see a hem? Of course,• the word in the an­
commitment of faith to materialism cient language means "house of bread," 
and an offensive commercialization of probably because Bethlehem is in the 
the very event here commemorated ; center of a relatively fertile region; 
an obsession with conveniences and and thereby stan<;ls in contra.st to much. 
gadgets ; a fixation on sex and a mor- that is barren in that part of the world. 
bid curiosity about the unnatural, in There wheat and figs arid olives grow. 
movies, books, television and theater; And,. of course, the · word designates a 
an upward-spiraling crime rate; deep- town with roots deep in Hebrew his­
seated, un-Christian prejudices of men tory, hallowed in its association with 
against men; widespread inequities and Naomi and Ruth :;ind Boaz. But, Bethle­
inequalities; unhappy frustration over hem means · much more than th.is. 
inadequate efforts to put down or cope To . the. Christian, Bethlehem means 
with the communist m enace; and lavish love. Though the heart of its character 
spending programs to lengthen our be summed up in this one word, its 
armreach into space. It was this that message is manifold. Bethlehem is the 
prompted a contemporary poet to say: eternal symbol of God's love to man. 
Along the pathways of the stars Bethlehem means God cares. Bethle-
We toil t oward the Moon and Mars. hem is where heaven met earth; where 
Good God! It seems we've lost our mind God stooped to save his lost creation. 
In leaving Bethlehem behind. It means faithfulness, God's faithful-

<Johnstone C. Patrick) ness, for Bethlehem is the fulfilment 
Even to us who are Christians, Beth- of the ancient prophecy: women had 
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Conclusion 
"How far is it to Bethlehem?" An­

other wrote: 
It isn't far to Bethlehem Town! 
It's anywhere· that Christ comes down 
And finds in. ·people's friendly face 
A welcome and abiding 'place, 
The road to Bethlehem runs .·right 

through . • . • . · . 
The homes of folks like me and you. 

.• <Madeleine Sweeny:Miller~ • 
• How far is • it? It is . ·only as fat as 

repentance arid . faith. It · is only . as "fa'r 
as worship and adoration. It is only as· 
far as decision and dedication. At 
Bethlehem we can exchange fear for 
faith, weakness for strength, hate for 
love, aimlessness for purpose. Yes, 
there we may even exchange death for 
life. 

May we with haste and resoluteru::,:;s 
receive him into our hearts and homes, 
who is the Lord of all. 
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Executive Board Has A New And Hopeful Spirit 
If this editor can read the spirit of a Baptist meet­

ing, the Kentucky Baptist Executive Board sessions 
on December 3 and 4 were characterized by a spirit 
of unity and commitment not felt in some time. This 
does not mean the reports and statistics hear d were 
the kind to start a Halleluj ah Chorus. It means that 
there was a realistic appraisal of the multiplicity of 
~roblems and challenges facing us as Kentucky Bap­
tists today and a determination to face them with 
honesty, loyalty, love and respect for one another 
and dependence upon the resources of the Lord. 

The first surprise to greet the members of the 
Board was the makeup of the Administrative Com­
mittee of the board. This committee is in many ways 
the most influential and powerful committee of the 
convention. It is composed of the chairmen of the 
several committees of the Executive Board plus the 
convention officers. These committee chairmen are 
appointed by the president of the convention. There 
was not a single holdover on this Administrative Com­
mittee from last year's committee and so several new 
faces and personalities wen, seen and heard in lead­
ership roles. 

This is no reflection upon the members of last 
year's Administrative Committee Indeed , it speaks 
well of last year's committee that their work was so 
well done as to be ready to be handed over to new 
hands. 

Any concern for the lack of experience or ability 
of some of the new committee chairmen was dispelled 
by the first performance of these men. All the com-

mittees have veteran Executive Board members on 
them and these will be ready to provide background 
information and other assistance to the new chair­
man. Also an Executive Board staff member from 
the Baptist Building is assigned to each committee 
for counsel and resource help. 

Of course no substantial work beyond organiza­
tion was done by these new committees at this meet­
ing, but their reports indicated they were ready to 
face· up with seriousness to their tasks. Statements 
from several committee chairmen gave indication 
there would be depth evaluation of present programs 
with the prospect of some reassessment of priorities. 
This is the kind of leadership these days demand. 

Maybe this observer is doing more wishful think­
ing than true assessing but there surely appears to be 
a new and hopeful spirit among the leadership of 
Kentucky Baptists as represented on the Executive 
Board. At least here 's one Kentucky Baptist who feels 
much better abo'ut our meeting God's expectations 
after than before the December 3 and 4 sessions of 
the Executive Board. And here's an urgent invitation 
to every reader to join in this optimism and trust in 
the Lord. 

The world is moving rapidly and will not wait 
for Kentucky Baptists to fret and fuss over inciden­
tals. Our Lord has the answers for this as he has had 
for all generations. And He will use Kentucky Bap­
tists redemptively in this generation if we will sin­
cerely seek His will and His truth and not merely 
ask His sanctions upon our own traditions and J?lans. 

Relief Of Econon1ic Injustices Is Past Due 
This editor obviously is no economist and makes 

no claims to have the answer to the present eco­
nomic conditions that present many inequities and 
are making it so hard for so many of us today to 
Pil-Y our bills. This writer does believe th ere are moral 
dimensions to the economic conditions prevailing to­
day that see some workers demanding and getting 
wage increases of up to 40 cents an hour plus auto­
matic cost of living adjustments. while others, includ­
ing Kentucky school teachers, are fighting for a $200 
to $300 a year raise in pay. 

Where does it all end? To settle for $1 an hour 
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r aise plus cost of living adj ustment over the next 
three years for auto workers and then have one auto 
company to announce the third r aise within four 
months in their price of its 1971 model, making an 
average raise for the 1971 model of $187 sounds like 
a vicious evil. Another auto company announced its 
second raise for the new model making an average 
r aise of $208 fo r the 1971 model. 

And at the same time we are told by authorities 
we are now in the 17th month of an economic reces­
sion and the unemployment rate is nearing six per­
cent and will get worse before it gets better. The 
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cost of living continually rises as every housewife 
can attest to when she rolls the grocery cart down 
the store aisles every week. 

The rise in the cost of some 1971 model automobiles 
will equal or exceed the salary raise of many who 
do not have the bargaining power of the auto work­
ers. The increased cost of groceries and other neces­
sities over the past year will exceed the wage and 
salary raises of many other Americans. 

Reports indicate that every year the farmer spends 
more and more to make his crops and with rare ex­
ceptions has less and less profit left when he sells 
them. 

It just doesn't make sense and it is high time that 
those in places of power exercise the power to relieve 
the conditions. Jaw boning and persuasion are not 
enough and the expression by economic advisers of 
concern and even alarm is not enough. 

No one believes more strongly in free enterprise, 
the power of bargaining and fair wages than this 
writer. At the same time it has been proven since 
the time of Cain that voluntary self-restraint cannot 
be counted on from those who a.re only concerned 
for self. 

Organized labor has been one of the great humani­
tarian blessings of America but without responsibility 
and self-restraint it can cease to be a blessing and 
become a curse. 

Why does a religious editor get worked up over 
such things and not stick to the gospel and denomi­
national matters? The answer is simply because a 
sense of justice and fairness has always been a part 
of the Christian proclamation. From a practical stand­
point I am also worked up because I have to have an 
automobile for my work and my family pays the 

same prices for groceries which the families of those 
who demand and get inflated pay raises. We all shop 
at the same car dealers and grocery stores. 

Let me be a little more specific. We produce the 
Western Recorder and do some printing for churches, 
religious and denominational organizations in a small 
non-profit print shop. By non-profit is meant we have 
no stockholders who expect dividends nor executives 
who are trying to make a fortune in the printing 
business. The slight margin of profit made in printing 
in our shop is not put away someplace but goes to 
help keep the Western Recorder cost to a Baptist 
family down to three and a half cents a week. 

We have just been through the agonizing experi­
ence of trying to make wage adjustments for our shop 
and office employees for next year. The problem was 
made more agonizing because our financial report for 
last year shows a net loss of $7,000. Yet our workers 
r ead the papers which report the auto workers con­
tract settlement and the railroad workers demands. 

This sound off was delayed until after the Novem­
ber election to avoid any appearance of partisan poli­
tics. Whether the Republican controlled White House 
is to blame more or less than the Democratically con­
trolled Congress is not for this writer to say. With 
the President's income and the unreasonable infla­
tionary salary increases voted for themselves by the 
Congressmen a year or so ago, neither of these has 
to worry about grocery bills. But as those en­
trusted with the power to do something about the 
economy, they have an obligation to those of us elect­
ing them and it's past time we had some relief. 

If you agree, write the President and your Con­
gressman. If you disagree, I'll expect to hear from 
you and will welcome your viewpoints. 

maH t~e Wonder of Christmas abide with you 

t~roughout t~e [oming Vear 

The W estern Recorder Staff 
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Leadership 
Scheduled 

Readiness Conferences 
For January, February 

Eight Leadership Readiness Confer­
ences will be conducted throughout 
Kentucky during January and Febru­
ary, 1971 

These are January 25, Walnut Street 
Baptis t Church, Louisville; January 26, 
F irst Chu rch, Florence ; January 28, 
F irst Church , Paintsville ; January 29, 
First Chui ch, Manchester; February 15 
First Church, Mayfield ; February 16: 
Owensboro ; February 18, Eastwood 
Baptis t Church, Bowling Green; and 
February 19, First Church, Somerset. 

The planning and conducting of 187 
eg10nal conferences in 28 state con­

ventions .s an effort by state and 
So.ithern Baptist Convention workers 
to help associational and church lead­
ers bring men to God through Christ 
more successfully in 1971-72, according 
to D. Lewis White, coordinator of the 
conferences. 

Usmg the Southern Baptist Con­
vention theme, "Living the Spirit of 
Christ in Expectancy and Creativity," 
the conferences will interpret mate­
rials and plans for planning, training 
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personnel and launching the 1971-72 
church program. Associational leaders 
will be given assistance in planning 
and conducting associational leader­
ship readiness clinics and associational 
launch night, September 14, 1971. 

An emphasis on areas of concern 
noted in numerous study groups of pas­
tors and laymen across the Southern 
Baptist Convention will be included in 
the program. Among the topics for dis­
cussion_ are the Cooperative Program, 
evangelism, moral issues, family min­
istries and vocational guidance. 

Afternoon programs are designed for 
church staff members and associational 
leaders. Essential conference materials 
and related program resources will be 
available at special Baptist Book Store 
facilities at most conferences. 

There will be no registration costs 
for attending any of the conferences. 
For information concerning specific 
conferences in your area, contact your 
associational missionary or the state 
convention office. 

MARTIN 8. BRADLEY, Director 

Baptists Speak Out On Pollution 
Lo al Southern Baptist churches 

should le d their members to involve 
themse es in attempts to solve the 
problems of an and water pollution, 
according to a poll taken among a rep­
resentat ve panel of Southern Baptist 
pastor,, and Sunday School teachers. 

The Baptist VIEWpoll asked this 
qu •ion "How should 'a local South­
ern Baph:;t cti u rch be involved in at­
tern ts to solve the problems of air and 
wate pollution?" Panelists were asked 
to seled om: of four alternate re­
sponses 

ThE' overwhelming majority of pas­
tor <81.7 percent) and Sunday School 
te chers (76 3 percent) indicated that ·a 
local So.ithern Baptist church should 
"le d church members to involve them­
selves and ooperate actively with the 
authorities" in attempts to solve air 
and water pollution problems. 

A smal~ proportion of the represen­
tative panel ( 4.4 percent of the pastors 
and 3 6 percen t of the teachers) feel 
that a local church should "preach and 
teac'l on the subj ect ; but refrain from 
Enco raging active involvement." 

6 

There are those on the panel who 
feel that attempts to solve the prob­
lems of air and water pollution "is 
none of the church's business" (7.0 
percent of the pastors and 13.5 percent 
of the teachers). 

Of the 13.5 percent of the teachers 
who feel that air and water pollution 
"is none of the church's business," over 
one-half (53.3 percent) are classed as 
politically conservative and one-fifth 
conservative in religious matters. It 
would appear from the findings that 
there is some relationship between a 
conservative life style and this position. 

Some of the panel (6.9 percent of the 
pastors and 6.6 percent of the teachers ) 
had "no opinion" on the local church's 
role in dealing with air and water pol­
lution problems. 

The findings for the current poll are 
based upon a 92 percent response from 
the Baptist VIEWpoll panel me mbers, 
composed of 312 pastors and 375 Sun­
day School teachers selected to repre­
sent a cross section of leadership in 
the Southern Baptist Convention. (BP ) 

Gift for the world 
Jesus Christ, God's "unspeakable 

gift," is for every man in the world. 
He is the Saviour for the world and no 
man has life without Him. But someone 
must take the Gift of Life to every 
man, everywhere, now. That means 
personal witnessing at every personal 
opportunity ; that means collective 
church witnessing through its preach­
ing, teaching, training ministries and 
perhaps the use of radio, television and 
literature in your community; it means 
more, much more - it means that 
every Christian, through his church 
should join other churches in the Co~ 
operative Program of world missions 
through money, prayer and study of 
what the denomination 1s doing for 
world redemption in His name. How? 
That is the rub. 

Paul said it well in Romans 10:13-15: 
" . . 'Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.' But how can 
they call on him, if they have not be­
lieved? And how can they believe, if 
they have not heard the message? And 
how can they hear, if the message is 
not preached? And how can the message 
be preached fto all / , if the messengers 
are not sent out?" 

Then he adds . " How wonderful is the 
coming oj' those who bring good news!" 

Year end extra 
This time of year we give much -

it's Christmas. We should include the 
"unspeakable Gift" to men by giving 
through the church to missions. We, 
doubtless, individually gave to the Lot­
tie Moon Foreign Mission Offering. God 
be thanked. Now, as a church, why not 
make a year-end, Christmas gift to the 
Cooperative Program for world mis­
sions? Give "THE" Gift - give Jesus 
Christ to the world, now. Send this 
year-end gift over and above your reg­
ular commitment to the Cooperative 
Program. The time of treading water 
in missions must end. The unsaved 
have-not millions will tread upon th~ 
people of God who have ~o much and 
share so little. God is calling us to 
greatn ess in concern, in love, in shar­
ing the Gift of His Son to the world . 
In the long run, for the Christian what 
else really matters? The criteria of the 
J udgment will focus right here _ 
' inasmuch as you did . . or did not . .. " 
and \\ ill determine our identity with 
God How can I say Merry Christmas 
to a fell ow Christian if I do not bring 
"G od News" to the hopeless? 

HAROLD G . SANDERS 
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Baptists To Teach University 
Baptists will teach a credit Bible 

course at Murray State University be­
ginning the second semester of the cur­
rent school year. 

This decision was reached during the 
December 3-4 meeting of the KBC ex­
ecutive board at Cedarmore Baptist 
Assembly. 

Student ministries secretary J. Ches­
ter Durham explained that the Murray 
president had invited Baptists to teach 
the course on an experimental basis 
for the coming semester. The course, 
entitled Biblical Literature, will be 
listed along with other electives of­
fered by the university. Students choos­
ing to enroll in the three hour course 
will receive regular credit for their 
study. 

Teaching the Biblical literature 
course will be Jerald White, pastor of 
Memorial Baptist Church, Murray. The 

material studied will include an intro­
duction to the New Testament and the 
life of Christ. 

White said that Murray's Baptist 
campus minister Lloyd Cornell alerted 
him m the early fall about the possi­
bility of teaching such a course. At the 
time the Christian church offered a 
similar course with approximately 20 
students enrolled. 

However, the official invitation from 
the president did not come until a few 
weeks ago, according to Durham. 

"I thought the day of Baptists teach­
ing Bible courses on the university 
campus had passed us by in Kentucky," 
the student work secretary told the 
board members. "Most of the schools 
are beginning their own departments 
of religion instead of letting denomi­
nations offer courses. 

Sex Education Kit Commended By CLC 
The SBC Christian Life Commission, 

in its annual meeting, commended its 
staff and the Sunday School Board for 
producing a sex education resource 
packet, just off the press, and elected 
a Knoxville, Tennessee, pastor as its 
chairman. 

The commission named Charles A. 
Trentham, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, as chairman; Lloyd 
Crawford, president of Sterling Indus­
tries, Denver, as vice chairman; and 
Posey Belcher, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Barnwell, South Carolina, as 
secretary. Kentucky's commission 
member is G. Allen West, executive di­
rector of Long Run Association. 

The sex education kit, entitled, 
"Christian Sex Education: A Resource 
Packet,'' was produced jointly by the 
commission staff and the family min­
istry program in the church training 
department of the SBC Sunday School 
Board. 

The resource packet will be available 
to Southern Baptist churches which de­
sire it through Baptist Book Stores, fo r 
$2.50 after January 1, 1971. The kit 
includes 21 different resource guides 
and study materials designed to help 
Southern Baptist churches and individ­
uals to provide sex education in the 
home and church. 

In another major action, the commis­
sion voted to distribute, if financially 
possible, a similar resource packet on 
alcohol-drug education for use by pas­
tors and church leaders in the SBC. 

The commission also voted to insert 
six different resource papers in Home 
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Mission magazine, which goes to SBC 
pastors and lay leaders, if the neces­
sary $14,200 is available to finance the 
distribution. 

The resource papers to be inserted 
in the missions magazine cover the 
topics of problems relating to the aging, 
drugs, pollution, sex education, the 
generation gap, and law, order and 
justice. 

After considerable discussion, the 
commission also voted to authorize 
preparation of manuscripts for a fourth 
set of pamphlets in its "Issues and 
Answers" series. 

Possible subjects were listed as: 
health care, national defense, leisure, 
prison reform, student unrest, infla­
tion, consumer protection, housing, 
public education, modern medicine and 
life control, court reform, and "such 
other subj ects as may be suggested." 

In other actions, the commission 
adopted a 1971 budget of $235,000, an 
increase of $8,100 over the 1970 bud­
get, and voted to hold a national semi­
nar in St. Louis during March of 1972 
on the general theme of the local 
church and applied Christianity. 

The commission also voted to hold 
four regional conferences in 1971 on 
the same general theme. Two such con­
ferences would be in the spring and 
two in the fall . Suggested meeting 
places for the two-day regional semi­
nars were listed as Baptist assemblies 
in Cedarmore, Kentucky; Windemere, 
Missouri ; Ridgecrest, North Carolina; 
and at Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Mill Valley, California. 

Bible Class 
"Needless to say, we are surprised 

and pleased to be offered this oppor­
tunity,'' declared Durham 

He related that when a smular idea 
was presented to the Murray adminis­
tration a few years ago, it met w ith 
little acceptance. Now, with a new 
president, the school's board of trus­
tees have approved the plan. 

Executive board members were care­
ful to note that the course is only a one 
semester commitment on a trial basis. 
There is no indication that the uni­
versity would invite Bapt ists to teach 
a second course or that Baptists would 
consider doing such at this time. 

White, a Lyon county native, said 
his church prayed about his involve­
ment at the university, teachm g an 
hour and 15 minute class two days a 
week, and then voted to approve the 
plan. 

"We see this as an expansion of our 
ministry to the university,'' the pastor 
said. "And the extra time I have to 
spend studying ought to help my 
preaching." 

A graduate of Union UnivErsity m 
Jackson, Tennessee, White attended 
Bethel College and holds the bachelor 
of divinity degree from Sou thern Semi­
nary. 

ACTEEN DIRECTOR HONORED -
Following a recent associational wicte 
GA coronation in Ohio River Associa­
tion, Mrs . F . P. Taylo r was honored with 
a "this is your life" t ype program. For­
mer Sunday School pupils anct GA's 
were present to recal l t h eir experiences 
with the 85 year old Mrs. Taylor. Some 
not able to be present sent cards re­
counting their times together. A map 
was preparect showing t he present loca­
tion of many of Mrs . Taylor's former 
GA's and pastors. She also received a 
pin and earring set from her current 
pastor, Ken Hoots of Salem Baptist 
Church. Mrs. Taylor is still active in 
youth work, now serving as Acteens 
director for her church. 
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Ministry To Handicapped Explored, Program Study Begun 
The executive board of the Kentucky 

Baptist Convention asked its program 
committee to investigate the possibili­
ties of beginning a special ministry to 
the handicapped persons in Kentucky. 
The action came at the December 3-4 
meeting of the state executive board at 
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly. 

The board also requested that "de­
liberate effort" be made in secur ing a 
successor for the late Herman Ihley, 
former secretary of the department of 
interracial cooperation for the KBC, 
announced that a survey of the conven­
tion's programs would be made along 
with an eva luation of the programs in 
light of their goals, and vo ted to send 
a telegram to Governor Louie B. Nunn 
expressing gratitude for the recent 
Louisville drug seminar and pledging 
Baptists' continued support in this pro­
gram. 

Christian life committee chairman 
Winn T. Barr, Cynthiana, pointed out 
that the committee's report to the No­
vember convention in Louisville cited 
the urgency of min istering to the han­
dicapped, " .. . an almost forgotten seg­
ment of our society ... " according to 
the report. 

By Bob Terry 
Associate Editor 

Barr then moved that the program 
committee study the possibilities of be­
ginning special ministries to these per­
sons . There was no opposition. 

The denominational cooperation com­
mittee - Joe P. Williams, Louisville, 
chairman - expressed its desire that 
deliberate effort be made in securing 
a staff worker for the interracial co­
operation department. He then moved 
that special human relations confer­
ences be discontinued. In lieu of these, 
the eight r egional conferences planned 
for the spring will have an interracial 
emphasis in the program. The motion 
carried. 

P erhaps the most far r eaching action 
came in a r eport from the board's pro­
gram committee. Chairman Jimmy· 
Jones, Louisville, announced that Mid­
way pastor Byrd Ison wou ld chair a 
subcommittee study of all the conven­
tion's programs. These would be evalu­
ated in light of their goals and their 
effectiveness in reaching these goals. 
Possible new programs will be consid-

Committee Files First Report 
By David A. Nelson, Chairman 

Committee to Nominate New Executive Secretary 

The committee to nominate a successor as executive secretary in time to 
effect an orderly transition held its first meeting at the Baptist Building in 
Middletown on Wednesday, December 2, 1970. 

The following general plan of procedure was adopted for the future : 
In view of the fact that Harold G. Sanders' retirement will be in August, 

1972, no discussion of personalities will be held at this time. The executive group, 
composed of Edwin Perry, Franklin Owen, W. D. Jaggers, Eldred Taylor, John 
Dunaway, Allen Baugh, David McClure and David Nelson will make prelimi­
nary studies and recommendations to the entire committee before passing these 
on to the executive board. Earnest effort will be made to keep our constituency 
informed at each significant step. 

The first item for study is the writing of a job description for the position 
of the new executive secretary. This is to be prepared by the executive group, 
recommended to the total committee and then on to the executive board in May. 
Our plan is to place a copy of ,this in the Western Recorder and in 1the board 
member's hands prior to the May meeting. 

The next item following this job description will be a questionnaire to pas­
tors and others seeking advice as to the type of qualities desired in the new man. 

We recognize that the staff at Middletown has a vital concern as to the man 
who will head the staff and the committee will seek to establish lines of com­
munication with the staff while recognizing that the committee, while seeking 
help from all sources, is entrusted with the responsibility of recommendation. 

It is not envisioned that discussions will be held at all by the Committee in 
the next few months about particular people. At the appropriate time, considera­
tion will be given. No doubt, the committee will at that time welcome sugges­
tions. However, it is the prayer of the committee that the motives, the methods 
chosen and the manner in which names are presented will reflect dignity upon 
the office. 

It goes without saying that the committee solicits your prayers in nominating 
the new secretary. No office among us more v itally affects the total effort of our 
churdw" to fulfill Christ' mis~1nn Tt ,s our prayer that our work will be better 
than an_y '""'' ·- _ ...... - ~.- c. ,u, ,Lu.,, will be of God. 
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ered in terms of priorities with existing 
programs, Jones announced. Such a 
study could produce a total restructur­
ing of Kentucky Baptists' work, ac­
cording to some observers. 

Earlier, in related comments, Tom 
P earce, Louisville, chairman of the 
Christian education committee, told the 
board that Baptists had to come to 
grips "with the fact that more and 
more of our students are going to state 
co lleges and universities." 

"If this trend continues," Pearce said, 
"We have to determine if supporting 
our Baptist schools is the best steward­
ship we can practice." 

Kentucky Baptist Convention presi­
dent John Claypool, also chairman of 
the executive board, commented, "If 
we don't evaluate and strategize at this 
point, it will be done for us by events, 
always more destructively." 

Middlesboro pastor Truett Miller 
called the group's attention to the 
Louisville drug seminar which he at­
tended. Miller asked that the executive 
board express its appreciation to the 
Governor for his leadership in this 
area. In light of convention action in 
November, it was determined that a 
telegram to Nunn would be sufficient. 
In November the KBC adopted a reso­
lution pledging support to the Gover­
nor in his drug seminars. 

Finance committee chairman Henry 
Huff, a Louisville lawyer, told the 
group that in compliance with a re­
quest made at the last executive board 
meeting, a special investment subcom­
mittee had been appointed. Members 
of the subcommittee are Herman Row­
lett, Lebanon ; Scott Detrick, Louisville; 
and chairman Huff. 

The finance committee chairman 
added that with much of the expected 
Cooperative Program income increase 
tabbed for cost of living adjustments 
for state staff members, the study of 
priorities is "absolutely necessary." 

"One of the reasons Kentucky Bap­
tists are not supporting our work more 
is because they don't like what's being 
done," Huff declared. "If Kentucky 
Baptists believed in what's being done 
we w o u 1 d support it more and 
you (executive board members) would 
go home and lead your churches to 
give more." His comments drew ap­
plause and shouts of "amen." 

Al McEachern, Louisville, offered a 
special motion asking that a study be 
made concerning rotation of adminis­
trative committee members to assure 
continuity. The motion was referred to 
committee. 

Attending the executive board meet­
ing were 120 of the 148 members. 
Twenty staff persons were present 
;, long with four representatives of the 
SBC Inter-Agency Council, two His­
torical Commission members and two 
guests. 
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Mrs. Ethel Black (right) of Covington, daughter, and Mrs. Harold Black of La­
Grange, daughter-in-law, are shown with the portrait of J. W. _Black . A son, Ha~old 
Black, was detained by last minute developments from attending the presentation. 

Historical Portraits Presented 
Portraits of three former state secre­

taries of the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion were presented to the convention 
by the Kentucky Baptist Historical So­
ciety in a special presentation service 
at Boone Lodge, Cedarmore, on Decem­
ber 3. The three former secretaries 
were A. D. Sears, who served as grtn­
eral agent for the old General Associ­
ation of Baptists in Kentucky for one 
year, 1849-50; J. W. Black, who was 
general secretary-treasurer from 1939 
to 1945; and W. C. Boone, who served 
the office from 1946 to 1961. 

Wend ell H. Rone, chairman of the 
Kentucky Baptist Historical Commis­
sion, presided over the presentation 
ceremonies. He was assisted by Leo T. 
Crismon, vice-chairman of the commis­
sion, who read the monograp~ on W. 
C. Boone, and by George Raleigh Jew­
ell, secretary of the commission, who 
presented the monograph on A. D. 
Sears. Other participants included Eu­
gene Quinn, who presented a solo and 
led the hymns used in the service; 
convention president John Claypool, 
who accepted the portraits for the con­
vention; descendants of J . W. Black 
and W. C. Boone who were present for 
the occasion; Lewis C. Ray, secretary 
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention, 
who recalled his experiences with the 
state secretaries during his 56 years as 
a Kentucky Baptist minister ; and Har­
old G. Sanders, executive secretary­
treasurer of the convention. 

corresponding secretary, executive sec­
retary-treasurer or any other titles used 
through the years for this office. The 
portraits will be displayed in the Bap­
•tist Building in Middletown. 

Executive board member William L. 
McQuary of Brandenburg is making 
arrangements with the painters for the 
portraits and doing other valuable work 
in connection with the project. 

The portraits of A. D. Sears and W. 
C. Boone were done in California and 
the one of J. W. Black was done in 
Italy. 

Miss lone Gray Named 
Interim. Director Of •. 
European Baptist Pr~ss 

Ione Gr.ay, intE;>~national. write~ and 
editor for the . Foreign Mission B'oard, 
will 'become interim . director- of the 
Eu-ropean ·Baptist 'Press Service for 18 
months, beginning in 'J.une, ·1.971. She 
will be statii;med in Ruschlikon, a sub­
urb of Zurich, Switzerfand. 

The SBC Foreign Mission Board ap­
proved the European assignment for 
Miss Gray during its December meet­
ing. She may be asked during her stay 
in Ruschlikon to make trips outside the 
European continent in connection with 
her current international responsibili­
ties, which she expects to resume in 
Richmond in December, 1972. 

The European Baptist Press Service 
is a function of the European Baptist 
Federation, with offices at the Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Ruschlikon. The 
news service is designed primarily for 
European religious and secular publi­
cations but is sent to numerous United 
States publications as well. 

Theo Sommerkamp, former assistant 
director of Baptist Press, news service 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, has 
directed European Baptist Press Serv­
ice for the past five years. Sommer­
kamp, a missionary associate appoint­
ed by the Foreign Mission Board, plans 
to return to the United States in the 
summer of 1971. 

Miss Gray has been with the FMB 
for 20 ye;us, first as associate editor 
of its monthly magazine and as press 
representative, then as director of press 
relations for 10 years, and as interna­
tional writer and editor for the past 
15 months. (BP) 

The Historical Commission is com­
mitted to the preparing and presenta­
tion of portraits of all those who have 
served the convention as general agent, 

W . C. Boone, Jr., a Louisville attorney, is pictured with the portrait of his father, 
W . C. Boone, which was presented to the convention by the Kentucky Baptist 
Historical Society along with portraits of A. D. Sears and J . W. Black. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Florence Mr. and Mrs . McEntire • Mr. and Mrs. Tye 

·Three Kentucky Couples Appointed Foreign Missionaries 
Three Kentucky couples were among 

23 • persons appointed by the Foreign 
Mission Board as missionaries during 
commissioning services at the FMB 
headquarters in Richmond, Virginia, 
December 10. 

The three couples were Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank T. Florence of Louisville, Mr. 
and Mrs. Dennis P . McEntire of Leba­

. non Junction, and Mr. and Mrs. James 
E. Tye of Louisville. 

Captured with five other survivors 
whose army outfit was wiped out, 
Frank T. Florence Jr. "acquiesced" to 
serve as pastor for some 2,000 fellow 
prisoners in a German camp. 

"I scrawled my first sermon notes 
on cigarette papers and 'preached' ev­
ery Sunday morning," recalls the for­
mer machine gun sergeant. "I attempt­
ed to counsel those who were overcome 
with depression and held the funerals 
of comrades who died." 

He did not know that back home in 
northern Kentucky . . a . funeral service 
had ·been ·conducted . for him· arid his 
young bride mourrie.d him as dead. • . 

In December· of .1944, as sear.chlights 
glared through . th.e Window . of his • bar­
rack, .. the young -p•risoner . of . wa·i:: "aGc . 
cepteci. a: call· froztJ. God . to ·become . a 
'real; preacher" aftet .his. ·r ~iease. 

Florence h'a~ be€n ·pastor . o~ • Lynn 
Acres Baptist Church, · Louisville, fqr 
the past. 12½ ·ye.ars. Previously he was 
pas·tor· of Ohnsby· Averiui Cnurch , 
Louisville for two years : and of Willis 0 

b!,ug {Kentucky ) Baptist Ch.urch fo r a 
year. 
. Upon his discharge from the army 

he attended Georgetown Co)lege, w here 
he. r eceived ·the bach elor .of . arts d e­
gree, . and he holds .the·. bacl'lelor and 
master · of divinity degrees fro m South-
ern Semina.ry .:· . . 

·.Di.iring his .sem;inaJ·y years h e .\.vas 

io 

part-time pastor of Kento-Boo Baptist Southern Seminary, where he r eceived 
Church, Florence, while he taught the master of theology degree last June. 
school in Falmouth and Alexandria, Earlier he received the m aster of di­
then worked as a chemist in Louisville. v inity degree from Southwestern Semi-

Mr. and Mrs. Florence both grew up nary, Fort Worth, Texas, and the bache­
in northern K entucky. He relates that lor of arts degree from the University 
the most important event of his eighth of Richmond at Richmond, Virginia. 
grade year was "falling for a little During his last two years at the 
fifth-grader named Betty Vater." They university, McEntire was assistant pas­
were married soon after he was drafted. tor for a Baptist goodwill center in 

After receiving a telegram that her Richmond. He spent one summer as a 
husband was missing in action and pre- missionary in Venezuela for the Baptist 
sumed dead, Mrs. Florence entered Student Union (BSU) and another as 
Georgetown College. The follow ing . pastor of the Baptist m ission on the 
January she learned that he was alive Zuni Indian reservation in New Mex-
and well in a German POW camp. i co. 

Mrs. Florence was graduated w ith Mr. and Mrs. McEntire are both na-
the bachelor of science degree from the tive Virginians. They were mar r ied 
University of Louisville. She has taught following her graduation w ith the 
school in Louisville for the past 14 bachelor of science in music education 
years, having previously taught for one degree from Westhampton College of 
year in Anderson County. the University of Richmond, where 

Florence says that no single incident they met as students. 
has had greater impact upon his life She directed the BSU choir at West­
than one which happened in France h am pton College for two years and 
during the war. His squad catne· upon dur ing the summer of 1965 she was a 
a dead German Soldier whose Bible • BSU summer m issionary to Hawaii. 
was m arked at Luke 12:4: "Arid I say She taught music in the schoois of 
unto you my · fri ends, be not · afraid of Itasca, Texas, and J efferson . County, 
thein . . that. k ill the body, .and after that K eri,tucky, for 3 ½ years. 
have· no m ote· that they car:i. do;'' • Mrs. McEntire• says she "heard God's 
• . He wrote ·a. book, F eet of Clay <Expo- c.all to. foreign m iss ion service'.' during 
sition P rE'ss, Ir.le., . 1958h ba5E'd µpo)'i. his. a metnorial ·servite foi• her ·.great-.grand-· 
war e·xperiences. He has fill e.d over ioo • .mother, Nannie Bland David, who died 
speaking engagements as a r esult ·of in i ·885 after :;pe·nding' six years as a 
the book. . . . missionary in Nigeria. "Si-rice then, this 

The Florene.es have three childt'en , a has :been hl,y li te's goal," s l-\e adds. • 
son and t wo dau·ghters,· all mar.ried. • • The .McEntires have ·a six-ino rith-old-

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis P. · McEntir e of daughter, Ann-Janette. . . 
Lebanon Junction expects to teach in ·a Mr. and Mrs. J ames E. T ye of Louis­
Bapt ist school in Paraguay. Currently v ille expect to promote music in Bap-· 
McEnti re is pastor of Belmont (Ken- tist chu1'ch¢s iri . Ecuador ... Tye has been 
t uck y.) Baptist Church whe1:e he . has ·minister. bi. · music; and ~ducat iori ·at 
served for the past two years. Harn1ciny. Baptist Church ,' Louisv ille ' 

His mi n istry at Belo;0nt Church has for ove.r three years. ' 
co incided w ith two years of studY at (Continued. to:p of n~x.t page) 
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(Continued from page 10) 

Before moving to Louisville, h e was 
minister of music and education at Red 
Fork Baptist Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
for a year and director of music at Col­
lege Avenue Baptist Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas, for almost three years. 

Besides his pastoral duties Tye is 
carrying a full academic load this year 
at Southern Seminary. Earlier he re­
ceived the bachelor of music degree 
from Oklahoma Baptist University, 
Shawnee, and the master of church 
music degree from Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth. 

Prior to his appointment, Tye told 
the Foreign Mission Board th at his de­
cision to enter vocational Chr istian 
service grew out of a revival service 
he attended as a teen-ager. Soon after­
ward, he wrote to the board expressing 
his interest in serving as a foreign mis­
sionary in the field of church music. 

At that time the agency was not ap­
pointing mu.;;ic missionaries but it ad­
vised him to continue with his prepara­
tion. Tye said, "In retrospect I can see 
that the Lord has been preparing me 
for missionary service in many differ­
ent ways, even the delays, which be­
came quite frustrat ing at times." 

The Tyes were appointed four days 
before their wedding anniversary. They 
have three children, all of whom h ave 
October birthdays: Jeana Lynne, 8, 
Mark Edward, 6, and James Scott, 1. 

Chafin To Preach 
On National TV 
Christmas Eve 

The Manhattan B apt i s t Church 
Christmas Eve service, featuring a 
message by Kenneth Chafin, director 
of the Home Mission Board's division 
of evangelism, will be telecast live from 
the chapel of the United Nations 
Church Center in New York as a CBS 
Christmas Eve "special." 

The program, an hour-long coopera­
tive production of CBS and the South­
ern Baptists' Radio and Television 
Commission, will begin at 12:00 mid­
night, Eastern Standard Time. 

Traditional and informal elements 
will be combined in the service, which 
will celebrate the birth of Christ. Mel 
Hawthorne, pastor of the Manhattan 
Baptist Church, w!!l preside. 

Chafin, former Southern Seminary 
evangelism professor, w ill p resent an 
interpretation of the Christmas mes­
sage. Simultaneous translations will be 
provided for the multi-national, multi­
racial congregation. 

Christmas carols, hymns and other 
music performed by the choir will be 
arranged and directed by .Buryl Red, 
music director of the church and con­
sultant for the Radio-TV Commission . 
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Kentuckian Assumes HMB Post 
Kentucky native Paul Adkins has 

been elected secretary of the depart­
ment of Christian social ministries for 
the Home Mission Board. He will as­
sume h is new post January 1. 

Adk ins' background in social minis­
tries is extensive. He was director of 
the depar tment of aging, Buckner Bap­
tist Benevolences, Dallas, Texas, for 
three years and case work supervisor 
at Buckner Baptist Children's Home for 
18 months. • 

He holds a master 's degree in social 
w ork from the Carver school of mis­
sions and social work, Louisville, and 
attended the University of Louisville's 
K ent school of social work. 

The Dundee, Kentucky, native has 
also been a pastor, school principal and 

superintendent of public schools in 
California. Adkins is a graduate of Los 
Angeles Baptist College, Whittier Col­
lege, Whittier, California, and Clare­
mont Men's Graduate School, Clare­
mont, California. He attended Southern 
Seminary, Louisville, and the Univer ­
sity of Michigan. 

Others elected to the SBC Home 
Mission Board staff include E. W. 
Hunke, regional coordinator for the 
board's work in western United States; 
Miss Beverly Hammack, assistant sec­
retary of the department of Christian 
social ministries; and Mrs. Otis P . 
Johnson, secretary, payroll and em­
ployee benefits service. Each appoint­
ment becomes effective January 1, 1971. 

HMB Adopts $51 Million Budget 
The SBC Home Mission Board has ap­

proved a budget of $15,065,000 for 1971. 
The budget was accepted by the board 
of directors, meeting in Atlanta for its 
fall meeting. 

The funds, to be used in planning, 
implementing and communication of 
home missions, will come largely from 
the Cooperative Program and the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for 
Home Missions. Although contributions 
from both sources were lower this year 
than has been anticipated, the budget 
still represents an increase over last 
year's budget. 

"Both of the board's chief avenues 
of support are experiencing a slow­
down this year and as a result the 
agency likely will close 1970 with a 

lower contributions' income than last 
year," executive secretary Arthur B. 
Rutledge told the directors. 

The bulk of the budget - almost $8 
million - has been allocated to the di­
vision of missions, under whose spon­
sorship 2,223 missionaries serve. About 
one-third of these are supported en­
tirely by the board. The other two­
thirds are supported jointly with state 
conventions and other Baptist groups. 

The remainder of the budget will 
be divided between administration 
($150,000) and the board's other five 
divisions : business services ($2,100,000), 
church loans ($1,850,000), communica­
tion ($803,000) , evangelism ($530,000) 
and chaplaincy ($214,000). (BP) 

St udent Night at Christmas will provide an opportunity for students to communi­
cat e with their home churches about their faith and campus activities. Programs 
wi ll include testimonies on student-related topics, on the theme "Freedom to Be." 
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Man Aiding Journeyman 
Influenced To Commit 
Life To Christ 

By Orville Scott 
Circumstances in the case of a crit­

ically-mjured missionary journeyman 
brought to Baylor Hospital in Dallas, 
Texas, from Africa have contributed to 
a young technician's committing his 
life to Christ as Savior. 

The hospital chaplain sees the mci­
dent as just one of a chain of miracles 
tha_t have occurred since Larry Hughes 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, fractured three 
vertebrae and dislocated his spinal col­
umn in a swimming accident in Ma­
lawi, November 21. 

To the new Christian, Jim Howard, 
"it's just miraculous that he (Hughes) 
even made it." 

It did not seem possible to Howard, 
an inhalation therapist, that anyone as 
critically injured as the journeyman 
could survive a 50-mile trip by Land 
Rover, a 38-hour flight, an eight-hour 
layover in London, while dodging fog 
on two sides of the Atlantic. 

Howard's personal commitment be­
gan the night the missionary journey­
man arrived in the Baylor University 
Medical Center's intensive care unit. 

Earlier that night, Howard had dated 
a Baptist girl who explained to him 
"how the Lord runs her life. 

"As I left her house and started 
home, I felt a compulsion to return to 
the hospital," Howard recalled. 

As he entered the hospital, two at­
tendants met Howard and told him he 
was needed to operate the volume res­
pirator. 

Howard was inspired by the atti­
tudes of the journeyman struggling for 
life and the missionary nurse, Mrs. 
Vicki Hickey, who had been brought 
into the case from Sanyanti Baptist 
Hospital, Rhodesia. 

The inhalation therapist was im­
pressed to learn that the Hickeys had 
left what he considered "big money" 
as medical personnel in Illinois to serve 
m Africa for a fraction of their original 
salaries. 

Afterward, Howard said his spiritual 
condition weighed on his mind so much 
that he decided to talk with Mark 
Baker, one of the hospital's chaplains. 

Baker listened as Howard explained 
that he couldn't recall any experiences 
he'd had with Christ. Then the chap­
lam asked, "Have you asked God into 
your life?" 

Howard did ask Christ into his life 
and he said, '·It seemed someone had 
taken a 5,000-pound weight off my 
shoulders. I felt great and I still do." 

Howard said that "right now I'm a 
very immature Christian but I have 
decided to go back and get my degree 
as an inhalation therapist. Then I want 
to go overseas with a church group and 
broaden my potential as a Christian." 
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Participating in ceremonies opening The Christmas Inn were Ralph Bill, Bellview 
Baptist pastor; Mayor Robert Cherry; Charles Chandler; H. Joseph Franklin, 
Washington Street Baptist pastor; and Wayne Newby, associational moderator. 

"Cup Of Cold Water" Is Hot Chocolate 
Paducah area Christmas shoppers are 

finding a "cup of cold water" offered 
them in the form of hot chocolate or 
coffee when they pass by The Christ­
mas Inn located in the heart of the 
city's downtown shopping area. 

The Christmas Inn is a way of in­
terpreting the real meaning of Christ­
mas, according to Charles Chandler, 
pastor of Baptist Tabernacle in Padu-

By Bob Terry 
Associate Editor 

cah and chairman of the sponsoring 
group, West Union Association's Chris­
tian Social Ministries Committee. 

"We are trying to give a low key 
witness to our faith in Jesus Christ and 
an interpretation that Christmas is 
more than a commercial boom for mer­
chants," the Paducah pastor declared. 

To accomplish this goal the churches 
in West U n i o n Association offer 
shoppers free hot chocolate or coffee, 
a place to rest and warm, along with 
Christmas music provided by various 
church choirs or taped music. 

Several times during the day two­
three minute Christmas devotional 
thoughts from the area's Baptist pas­
tors are shared by tape. 

The Christmas Inn officially opened 
December 3, with a ribbon cutting cere­
mony featuring Paducah Mayor Robert 
C. Cherry, a Baptist. It will remain 
open through December 24 between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

While the opening ceremony marked 
the beginning of service for the Inn, 
it also climaxed a dream shared by 
Chandler and other members of the 
Christian Social Ministries Committee. 

The committee chairman indicated 
that he shared his idea for this new 
form of ministry witb other committee 

members several weeks ago. The con­
cept was immediately accepted and the 
name "The Christmas Inn" chosen. 

A vacant building was located at 308 
Broadway and a check with city offi­
cials brought their approval. The proj­
ect was off the ground. 

Several Baptist Men's groups from 
West Union Association spent hours 
fixing and cleaning up the vacant 
building. 

Ladies groups were contacted about 
staffing the Inn. Several churches as­
sumed staffing responsibilities for a 
complete day. Others offered ladies to 
help for portions of days. 

"The response was better than we 
anticipated," Chandler confessed. "Our 
people really bought the idea. We got 
help from city churches and country 
churches all over the association." 

Area merchants also "bought" the 
idea. 

"At first many merchants thought 
there was a gimmick somewhere in this 
deal," Chandler recalled. "They didn't 
believe we would do something without 
asking for donations or something else. 

"But once they saw that we were 
trying to illustrate that 'it is better to 
give than receive' they joined in and 
helped." 

One store sent over a carpet for the 
floor. Another firm offered an organ 
for the Inn's use. All of these gifts 
were unsolicited. "The area merchants 
just wanted to help," the pastor added. 

A by-product of The Christmas Inn 
project is the image of Baptists por­
trayed to Paducah shoppers. "People 
will know that Baptists are concerned 
a b o u t others,'' Chandler declared. 
''They will see that we do more than 
just fuss and fight, that we are united 
in our desire to proclaim Christ's love 
for all men every way we can." 
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Nigerian baby sleeps in incubator designed and built by missionary Hart 

Missionary Mechanic Saves Lives, 
Dollars In Nigeria, Need More 

Three homemade incubators are sav­
ing numbers of small babies' lives at 
the Baptist Medical Centre in Ogbomo­
sho, Nigeria, thanks to Sherman C. 
Hart, Jr., Southern Baptist missionary 
maintenance engineer. 

The Ogbomosho hospital had incuba­
tors but there were so many premature 
babies born that more were needed. 
Even full-term babies often need to be 
placed in an incubator because of their 
size and condit10n. 

Since mcubators cannot be bought in 
Nigena some were ordered from the 
United States, but after many months 
passed and · the incubators had not 
arrived the hospital staff gave up hope 
of rect'iving them. 

Dr. Margaret Richardson (Mrs. Jar­
rett W. H .. Jr.), missionary pediatncian 
fo1 the hospit, l and former public 
health worker m Louisville, asked 
Sherman Hart to design an incubator 
that could be built locally. Using his 
design, hospital carpenters constructed 
three incubators. Two small ones are 
used for newborn babies and a larger 
one can be used in the pediatrics ward 
for older babies who for some special 
reason need the extra warmth it pro­
vides. 

A plywood box with extra-heavy 
window glass on all four sides was 
fitted with mahogany legs and rollers. 
Thermostats, which would have con­
trolled temperature automatically, were 
not available. Hart ordered them but 
so far they have not arrived. 

His solution was to equip the incu­
bators with light bulbs, four for the 
larger one and three for the smaller 
ones. The lights, each controlled by a 
separate switch, can be turned on as 
needed to give the temperature re­
quired for each particular case. Bulbs 
of different wattage can be used as 
needed. 

In the hospital's original incubators, 
light bulbs mounted overhead continu­
ally shone in the babies' eyes. Dr. 
Richardson prefers Hart's homemade 
ones because the lights underneath do 
not harm the babies. They have been 
in constant use for several months now, 
says Hart, and they continue to save 
lives. 

Among Hart's other innovations is an 
emergency lamp for the operating room 
at the Baptist medical center. A head­
light is powered by a 12-\·olt automo­
bile battery when the electrical power 
is off - which is often. 

During his first few days in Nigeria 

E ·tend a helping hand to th world -

Give through the Cooperative Program 

December 19, 1970 

he repaired the water pump, a trans­
former and the electrical generator 
which had not produced electricity in 
five months. 

Two afternoons a week Hart con­
ducts classes in electricity, mechanics, 
welding and refrigeration for men on 
the maintenance crew. Occasionally lw 
gets the men together for an after­
hours Bible class. 

Enthusiastic about the role of trained 
mechanics in missions, Hart cites a 
need for other missionaries with his 
type of training. "I have so often seen 
teachers, doctors, nurses and business­
men burdened with repair and upkeep 
of electrical and mechanical equipment 
about which they knew littlP," he said . 

"Certainly more maintenance engi­
neers are needed. If several men in my 
field could be recruited and assigned 
to strategic areas, much money in loss 
of equipment and ill-advised purchases 
could be saved for the mission." 

Sherman C. Hart, Jr., a native of Phe­
ne:r City, Alabama, u:as a heavy equip­
ment operator for a copper mining firm 
in Weed Heights, Neva-la, when he was 
employed by the Foreign Mission Board 
in mid-1967. He and his wife. who 
moved to Nevada in 1965 to help de• 
velop new churches. had worked with 
congregations in Yerington, Hawthorne , 
Tonopah and Smith Valie.1/. Besides be­
ing maintenance engineer for the Bap­
tist Medical Centre in Ogbomosho. Ni­
geria, he oversees maintenance of all 
Baptist mission property in Nigeria . 
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'Get In Life's Arena' SBC Pres. 
"It is t ime for the Southern Baptist 

Convention to stand on its feet and get 
into the arena of life," the president 
of the SBC, Car l E. Bates of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, declared in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

He told staff members and the elect­
ed board of directors of the SBC Home 
Mission Board that he is as concerned 
as mµ ch about what h e called "the 
crisis w ithin the convention" as h e is 
about "the crisis in the world." 

Bates, pastor of Charlotte's First Bap­
tis t Church, express·ed frustration that 
the denomination should find itself 

•. polarized over doctrinal differences at 
this t ime and that opinion polls disclose 
that the church has less influence on 
society. 

N. Y. Baptists Observe 
First Anniversary 

Celebrating the first anniversary of 
organized work in the populous Empire' 
·State, New York Baptists agreed to ex ­
pand activities in the next year and 
voted to create a Christian life com­
mittee to keep the state convent ion 
appr ised of current moral and social 
issues. 

Messengers to the second annu al ses­
sion adopted resolutions calling for a 
new P residential Commission on Ob­
scenity and Pornography, committ ing 
itself to drug abuse prevention and re­
habilitation, and imploring the govern­
ment to "do nothing to prohibit or en ­
courage the ch urch." 

In an unexpected election, Dunkirk, 
New York, pastor Gene Fant was cho­
sen as new presiden t . He succeeds Ken­
neth Lyle, superintendent of metropoli­
tan missions in New York City, who 
declined nominat ion for a second term. 

Agreeing that its next major step 
should be selection of a convention 
missions director, the state body au­
thorized budget provisions for such a 
leader . It is expected that an appoint­
ment will be made in January. 

The one-year-old convention adopted 
a $510,000 mission budget. The bu dget 
calls for an 18 percent total increase in 
Cooperative Program and other mis­
sion giving through the state conven­
tion. (BP) 

What Are Baptists 
Thinking? 

Western Recorder 

Readers Know 
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"All of the things that <1re h appening 
happened when we had every reason to 
be confident that the church would 
have a greater influence on people than 
ever in its history," h e explained. "Sur­
prisingly enough, the impact of the 
church h as become weaker and weak ­
er." 

Explaining the cause of the growing 
weakn ess, Bates cited the transition of 
people. "I k eep hearing that people 
h ave moved from the country to the 
city," he said. "Somebody ought to look 
at our New Testament and see that this 
is a book about the city. Christianity 
began in the city," Bates said. 

He called Baptists' ignorance of doc­
trine and procedures "abysmal." 

"Many of our people don' t really un­
derstand what the Christian faith is 
all about. There was a time when the 
average Baptist member knew what 
Baptists believed." 

He added that Baptists must find new 
ways of communicating the gospel, say­
ing that some of the old approaches 
are no longer effective. 

"We can no longer preach in the 
death complex we used to," he said. 
''Evangelism based on the death com­
plex is no more." He added that evan­
gelism which appeals to guilt is also 
ineffective today. 

He challenged the group to develop 
a deeper commitment before beginning 
new activities, however, "We ought to 
get involved but we need to come apart 
occasionally," he explained. He added 
th at some have meditated too long. 
"It's just as true that some of us h ave 
spent enough time at the altar and 
ought to get involved." (BP) 

AT BREAKFAST - Approximately 50 
Long Run Association ministers gath­
ered at Executive Inn in Louisville for 
a breakfast meet in g with Southern Bap­
tist Convention pr esident Carl Bates of 
Char lotte, North Carolina. The meeting, 
under the auspices of the Long Run 
Pastors' Conference, was held Wednes­
day morning, December 9, the day after 
Bates addressed the Louisville associ­
ation's "M" Night Rally. The SBC presi­
dent answered. questions posed by the 
ministers in an off-the-record news con­
ference type program. Approximately 
900 persons attended the "M" Night 
program at: Walnut Street Church. Rep­
resentatives f rom 61 churches registered. 

Morgan Takes High Annuity Board Post 
Darold H. Morgan, 46, pastor of Cliff 

Tem ple Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, 
has been elected senior vice president 
and assistant to the president of the 
Southern Baptist Annuity Board. He 
will assume his du­
ties on March 1, 
1971. 

Morgan was a 
unanimous choice 
of t he executive 
committee of the 
board fo r the post 
which is expected 
to prepare h im for 
a promotion to the 
agency's top execu­
tive position u pon 
the retirement in Morgan 
March, 1972, of R. 
Alton Reed, president and chief execu­
t ive officer. All officers are elected 

annually by th e board of trustees. Ac­
cording to the board's bylaws, no board 
can elect officers for a succeeding 
board. 

Morgan has served on just about 
every committee at the Annuity Board 
since becomin g a trustee in 1967. 

In addition, h e participated in a 19-
month long r ange study of the board's 
organization, which resulted recently 
in the r e-organization of the agency. 
For the past two years, Morgan has 
served as chairman of the board. 

Since April 1966, Morgan has served 
as pastor of Cliff Temple Baptist 
Church. Prior to th is position, he 
served as pastor of Hunter Street Bap­
tist Church in Birmingham, Alabama; 
First Baptist churches in Sherman, Sul­
phur Springs, Bonham and Milford, all 
in Texas. In addition, he served as pas­
tor of Highland Bapt ist Church, Dallas. 
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Living The Spirit Of Christ In Openness And f:reedom 
During the recent ~ entucky Bap­

tist Convention a motion ·passed ask­
ing that each of William Hull's seven 
sermons interpreting the convention's 
theme be priI11ted in Western Record­
er. However, •the Southern Seminary 
dean has asked that we print only one 
of the sermons, the first one. Hull 
stated that he will be using these in 
other areas cif the convention and also 
plans to expand the sermons and 
publish them in booklet form.·­
Editor. 

political and religious "leaders," I;>rey­
ing upon the distemper of our times, 
have unleashed a vocabulary of repres­
sion, intimidating whole groups by 
labeling them as "radical" or "reac­
tionary." Such neo-McCarthyism is 
calculated to stampede those alarmed 
by anarchy into forfeiting the precious 
freedoms which our forebears fought 
so gallantly to achieve. 

are tc> get the j b1:>'\1o'ne. ,for Chr ist in 
the last thitd of the' :29th century? 

One of the best kept secr ets among 
Baptists today is the official denomi­
national emphasis for 1970-71. Proposed 
after years of study by the '70 Onward 
Advisory Planning Committee, this 
motto was adopted by the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Miami Beach, 
Florida, on May 31, 1967. So unfamiliar 
are we with this forgotten action that 
a brief review may be in order . 

The Convention theme for 1970-71 is 
one segment in the '70 Onward empha­
sis, the first phase of w hich runs from 
1969 through 1973 under the general 
theme, "Living the Spir it of Christ." 
The particular emphasis in 1970-_71 _is 
that of "Living the Spirit of Chnst in 
Openness and Freedom." In the r~c­
ommendation which the convention 
adopted, the implications of this quali­
fying phrase were described . as follo:ws: 
"The emphasis in 1970-71 will reaffirm 
basic Christian freedom. It will call for 
face-to-face discussion of Christian 
doctrine among ourselves and with 
others. The emphasis w ill call for an 
examination of our basic organizational 
structure and our methods of stressing 
the right of choice and innovation. ~he 
year will be directed toward l_e':ding 
the individual to live the spmt of 
Christ -in all interpersonal relationships. 
Planning will provide opportunities for 
communication with· other groups con­
cerning our basic Christian convictions" 
(Annual of . the Southern Bapt i st Con ­
vention, 1967, p. 62). 

Despite the official sanct ion of this 
theme, it is receiving almost no atten­
tion within contemporary Southern 
Baptist life. One hears little or no sig­
nificant discussion which attempts to 
define our spiritual freedoms. The most 
recent Southern Baptist Convention 
• meeting in Denver served many pur­
poses but one of them was not to cre­
ate a greater climate of "openness" 
among our const ituency. Ir onically, we 
may be witnessing a withering of our 
essential freedoms as the church finds 
itself caught up in the public mood of 
our times. Freedom flourishes most eas­
ily in an atmosphere of optimism and 
security, whereas fearful insecurity is 
the dominant spirit of our day. Shrewd 

December 19, 1970 

It would be tragic for Southern Bap~ 
tists to capitulate to the modern mood 
and so refuse to face the challenge 
posed by our convention theme. Those 
planners who peered into their crystal 
balls four or five years ago could 
scarcely realize how prophetic the slo­
gan which they coined would pro:ve to 
be. Utterly crucial for our continued 
existence as Baptists are the answers 
to such questions as: How much free­
dom do we want? How can a sense of 
openness be cultivated among tho~e 
who differ so sharply? How much di­
versity may we encou~age_ witho_ut 
compromising our denominatwnal dis­
tinctives? What are the unnecessary 
restrictions which we should cast off 
in responding to the radical changes 
taking place in the modern world? 

By William E. Hull 
Professor, Southern Seminary 

In probing together the frontiers of 
freedom, we must recognize from the 
outset that there are rigid r estrictions 
to be observed. Anyone is truly free 
only to be what he is meant. to be • . A 
ship is not free to fly, nor is a~ air­
plane free to swim. Even God is not 
free to sin. Likewise, a church or de­
nomination is free only to fulfill its 
true nature and function. Here we 
reach our primary concern: How much 
freedom belongs to being a Baptist? 
Where do we trespass those outer lim­
its which define our true heritage and 
destiny? Which alternatives are_ to be 
rejected as incompatible and w~ich are 
to be held in tension as paradoxical? 

To answer these questions we must 
determine what limits are allowed by 
a Christ-centered faith. I believe that 
this can best be done by balancing the 
evidence from four areas: 1) Biblical . 
How much freedom is offered to the 

• people of God on the pages of Holy 
Scripture? 2) Historical. Toward what 
great freedoms has the church been 
guided by the Spirit ?f God i~ it~ long 
history, particularly in the pilgrm~age 
of those called Baptists? 3) Theological . 
What freedoms root in the great doc­
trinal realities of the faith and are 
consistent with our vision of ultimate 
reality? 4) Practical . What fr~edoms 
are needed if we are to cope with the 
challenges that confront us in fulfilling 
the urgent mission of the church? That 
is, what freedoms must flourish if we 

To a~ticipat~ the'. ·o~~come of these 
studies, ·my key ·.co1;1t¢i:l:ticin is that a 
balanced view of -this "fourfold evidence 
will show that soriie: of .' th e opt ions 
which we have writti n,-off as irrecon­
cilable really belon g ;fo.g~ther. In other 
words • we have not dared-to claim all 
of the

1 

true freedom .th~t belon gs to the 
gospel of Christ Tri'o· often our att itude 
has been either /or .when it should have 
been both/and.' In order ·to substantiate 
this claim, I have . d¢liberately selected 
for consideration :some of those ar eas 
in w hich I believe that the "openness 
and freedom;' which truly belongs to 
the Christian faith is being unduly r e­
stricted by t raditions, prejudices, m is­
understandings and insecurities in our 
contemporary Baptist life. As we move 
through these controversial areas, I 
invite you to help me write ~ n ~w 
Baptist "Bill of Rights" that will !~b­
erate the v ast spiritual potential which 
now lies dormant in our people. 

To set the stage for this journey out 
of bondage, let us step back and get 
an overview of what the evidence from 
our four sources has to say on the sub­
ject of freedom. Hopef_ully t_his survey 
will furnish a context in which we can 
move forward toward a consensus on 
specific issues, guided by that in~er­
preting Spirit whom God promised 
would "lead us into all t ruth" as we 
are able to "bear it" (cf. John 16:12-13). 

1. Bibl ical. Viewed· as a whole, the 
Scriptures tell the story of man's_ strug­
gle for spiritual freedom. Following the 
loss of liberty in Eden and the restless 
wanderings of the patriarchs, the pl?t 
begins in earnest with bondage in 
Egypt . The exodus which brou~ht Is­
rael into existence was essentially a 
deliverance from oppression and a new 
birth of freedom. Once the 12 tribes 
h ad consolidated into a kingdom, the 
prophets took up the cry of freedom 
for the oppressed of the land. Later, 
when captive in exile, a remnant co~­
munity determined to return, despite 
many hazards, because of an u~q":ench­
able thirst for freedoro. The mission of 
Israel as best understood in the ~ld 
Testament is weff-st'ateq ·.by one of its 
greatest spokesmen: •~ '.;rh~. S.pi_rit of the 
Lord God is upon me, "l;>eeause .the Lord 
has anointed 'ffie .. ,.to·• proclaim liberty 
to th e capt ives, and .th~ ·op_ening of !he 
prison to those · who : at e 'b.o~nd' '. (Isaiah 
61 :1). ' . ·.' •.•• 

With the coming ·.of . J e:;;us, • history 
saw its first truly f ree .man (cf. Paul 
van Buren, The Secuiar Meaning o! the 
Gospel , pp. 121-124), •Tci t he chagr~n of 
the pious, he associated .with publicans 
and sinners outcasts ·and har lots. In the 
face of a inillenniu¢ of massive re­
ligious tradition,· he . felt free to set 

(Con~i.n~~ .'onpage 16) 
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presents 
"Sound" 

euanoelism 

., 

Music for today's youth: 

FOLK 
HYMNAL 

El oquent 
"thought 
poems " set to 
a musical style that is decid ­
ed ly folk . . including gu itar 
chords and string bass parts . 
12 I selections, featuring: Let 
the Who le Wor ld Know• 
Surely, Goodness and Mercy 
• Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow $1.00/copy 

NOW 
SOUNDS 

Exciting mu­
sical arrange­
ments and 
messages, 
tuned to the language of the 
young . Complete scores in­
cluding guitar parts. s'uch 
titles as · A Heart of Lave • 
Bread • City Smoke. 

SING 
FOLK! 

The "Pure" 
folk sound­
g race fully 

$1.95/copy 

poetic, powerfu lly arranged. 
Stirring, straight - from - the -
heart messages about a real 
God in a real society. Fea­
tures guitar chords and string 
bass parts Includes: New 
Wine • Like the Wind • A 
New Day! $1.25/copy 

at your Baptist Bookstore 

Hull Sermon 
(Continued from page 15) 
aside not only the casuistry of the 
rabbis but even the Law of Moses. In 
scandalous fashion he offered God's 
grace to the undeserving, providing 
them with the possibility of being truly 
free. To the demon possessed, he "led 
captivity captive" by binding the arch­
tyrant, Satan. 

No wonder his followers were be­
queathed the dangerous job of imple­
menting his freedom in their common 
life. The Book of Acts records the 
struggle for an unfettered gospel: to 
the Samaritan ghetto, to the Gentile 
God-fearer, to the secular Antioch, 
even to the gates of Rome. It is sim­
ply incredible that in a single genera­
tion a movement conceived within the 
womb of Judaism would abandon its 
worship in the one Temple that had 
stood on Zion for a thousand years, 
shift its observance of the immemorial 
Sabbath to a different day of the week, 
and refuse to require circumcision as 
the mandatory "birthmark" of the spir­
itually reborn. Today we take these 
changes for granted but originally they 
were as radical as if we were to do 
away with our local churches, with the 
observance of Sunday and with the 
performance of baptism. The book of 
Galatians is an explosive demand of 
Paul for his treea'om: from the author­
ity of even the most prestigious church 
leaders, from the binding observance of 
special days, from the rituals of an 
inherited religion, from any kind of 
activity that could subtly become a 
"work" undermining the gospel of free 
grace. The r inging message of the New 
Testament is, "For freedom Christ has 
set us free; stand fast therefore, and 
do not submit again to a yoke of slav­
ery" (Galatians 5:1). 

Viewed as a whole, the movement 
descri bed in the New Testament rep­
resents an outburst of religious free­
dom into a brittle and tradition-bound 
world. Long before the church became 
an institution, it lived under the glow 
of the Holy Spirit who gave new words 
to say and new deeds to do. Paul put 
it simply: "Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom" (2 Car. 3:17) . 
If Baptists are committed to being a 
denomination of "New Testament 
churches," committed to making the 
Bible their "sole rule of faith and or­
der," this means that in every new 
generation we must reassert this great 
thrust of spiritual freedom for our own 
world. 

2) Historical. Within the larger his­
tory of the church, Baptists began as 
a passionate cry for freedom against 
the ecclesiastical rigidities of the 17th 
century. In a day when the "orthodox" 
pattern called for an established church, 
small cells began to meet which owed 
their loyalty to no bishop. In a day 
when religion was benevolently sup­
ported by the state, our forebears de-

mantled freedom from both the bless­
ings and burdens of religious taxation. 
In a day when deviation from the creed 
might mean a burning at the stake, our 
brave pioneers declared that the con­
science could not be bound to any man­
made document. 

Freedom was also the watchword of 
those who came to the American shor es. 
Surely we h ave not forgotten the way 
in which Roger Williams was ban ished 
from the Massachusetts Bay Colony or 
the way in which early Baptist preach­
ers languished in Virginia jails. 
Through most of the. history of our 
nation, Baptists have champion ed "a 
free church in a free land" as t heir 
most distinctive public witness. 

Descriptively, Baptists are identified 
as a "Free Church" group within Chris­
tendom. To minimize the reality which 
has given us our name would be to 
compromise our deepest distinctive. 
Baptists who have not forgotten t heir 
beginnings should realize the peril of 
establishmentarian religion. To be sure, 
it is more orderly to requ ire conform­
ity but the new wine of the gospel 
cannot ferment in old wineskins. There 
are other denominations much more 
suited than we are to live under an 
ecclesiastical or political power struc­
ture. Let us not yield to the so-called 
sectarian fringe the historical vocation 
of bearing witness to the conviction 
that God can always make a fresh 
beginning with his people at the grass­
roots level. 

3) Theological. Central to Baptist 
theology is the doctrine of individual 
conversion by grace through faith. In 
contrast to many other denominations, 
we do not baptize our infants so as to 
symbolize the primacy of family nur­
ture in determining one's spiritu al des­
tiny. Rather, our exclusive emphasis 
on faith accentuates the freedom of 
each individual to make his own r e­
sponse to God whatever his heritage 
may have been. The deepest signifi­
cance of our distinctive practice of bap­
tism lies not in the mode but in the 
insistence that each person must come 
to the event in complete freedom. 

If the individual is competent to 
ma~e his own initial response to God, 
he 1s also competent to grow toward 
Christian maturity. Since the days of 
E. Y. Mullins, this has been a cardinal 
Baptist doctrine. Our people have al­
ways b~en uneasy of prescribed litu rgy, 
preferrmg rather to plan a free r e­
sponse to that transcenderice which 
overshadows us in worship. This in­
cludes the freedom to pray in words 
of our own devising, the freedom to 
sing hymns of our own composing and 
the freedom to contribute financially 
out of our own sense of obligation. 

The primary reason why Baptists are 
willing to risk so much individual free­
dom is because they share a strong doc­
trinal emphasis on the role of the Holy 
Spirit in the Christian's life. Although 
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spiritual enthusiasm may easily run 
out of bounds, Baptists have r isked its 
excesses in the conviction that freedom 
is preferable to conformity. Measured 
in the light of the theology held by 
many other denominational groups, the 
one place where Baptist doctr ines are 
most distinctive is at the point of a 
determination to magnify the creative 
role of freedom in the life of the be­
liever. 

4 Practical . If the great growth of 
Baptists has any validity, it may mean 
that God can honor the sense of free­
dom which we have sought to empha­
size. This was particularly apparent in 
the earlier years when the foundations 
were laid. for the rapid spread of Bap­
tists throughout our convent ion terri­
tory. While denominations with less 
flexible organization were waiting 
for o r d e r s from England, Bap­
tist frontiersmen followed our migrat­
ing population with Bible and hymn­
book in their saddlebags and brought 
the church into being under brush ar­
bors and beside open campfires. Our 
freedom to innovate without wait ing 
for a bishop to speak or an annual con­
vention to meet was a major factor in 
our early successes. 

Some feel that we h ave now grown 
too large and diverse to allow the free­
doms of an earlier era, thus efforts 
are underway to secure greater con­
formity of thought and pract ice. How­
ever in today's world of rapid popula­
tion' migration, do we not have condi­
tions strikingly parallel to t hose in the 
early years of our country? So diverse 
has our society become that no central­
ized national headquarters can plan all 
of the adaptations which are needed to 
meet rapidly changing times. Our con­
vention agencies have freely admitted 
that they need from five to t en years 
to introduce major innovations, but this 
timetable cannot always keep pace 
with the rate of change about us. Do 
we not need to recapture that climate 
of openness which encourages bold in­
novation so that our contempor ary pio­
neers will not feel under suspicion 
when they try the untried? 

At the heart of his magnificent eighth 
chapter of Romans, the apostle P aul 
pictured the freedom of the. church as 
the crucial redemptive clue for which 
the whole universe was searching: "For 
creation waits with eager longing for 
the revealing of the sons of God ... be­
cause the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to decay and obtain 
the glorious liberty ol the children of 
God" (Romans 8:19, 21). When th e 
world looks at the life of Bapt ists in 
the last third of the 20th century, will 
it be moved to exclaim, "Here is what 
we have been looking for - here are 
people who have found out how to be 
truly free!"? 

The distinguished anthropologist , 
Loren Eiseley, has given us an unfor­
gettable illustration of _the sheer ec­
stasy that belongs to the rediscovery of 
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this k ind of cosmic freedom. In his 
book, The Immense Journey, he tells of 
the time when he captured a sparrow 
hawk while on an expedition to secure 
wildlife for a zoo. As he prepared to , 
build a cage for his captive, Eiseley 
scanned the sky in vain for the mate 
who had escaped when the nest was 
raided. The author then described what 
happened as he took the young male 
out of the box in which he had been 
confined overnight: 

"He lay limp in my grasp and I could 
feel his heart pound under the feathers 
but he only looked beyond me and up. 
I saw him look that last look away 
beyond me into a sky so full of light 
that I could not follow his gaze .. . . I 
suppose I must have had an idea then 
of what I was going to do, but I never 
let it come into consciousness. I just 
reached over and laid the hawk on the 
grass. 

"He lay there a long minute without 
hope, unmoving, his eyes still fixed on 
that blue vault above him. It must have 
been that he was already so far away 
in heart that he never felt the release 
from my hand. He never even stood. 
He just lay with h is breast against the 
grass. 

"In the nex t second after that long 
minute he was gone. Like a flicker of 
light, he had vanished with my eyes 
full on him, but without actually see­
ing even a premonitory wing beat. He 
was gone straight into that towering 
emptiness of light and crystal that my 
eyes could scarcely bear to penetrate. 
For another long moment there was 
silence. I could not see him. The light 
was too intense. Then from far up 
somewhere a cry came ringing down. 

"I was young then and had seen 
little of the world, but when I heard 
that cry my heart turned over. It was 
not the cry of the hawk I had cap­
tured; for, by shifting my position 
against the sun, I was now seeing fur­
ther up. Straight out of the sun's eyes, 
where she must have been soaring rest­
lessly above us for untold hours, 
hurtled his mate. And from far up, 
r inging from peak to peak of the sum­
mits over us, came a cry of such un­
utterable and ecstatic joy that it sounds 
down across the years and tingles 
among the cups on my quiet breakfast 
table. 

"I saw them both now. He was rising 
fast to meet her . They met in a great 
soaring gyre that turned to a whirling 
circle and a dance of wings. Once more, 
just once, their two voices, joined in a 
harsh wild medley of question and re­
sponse, st ruck and echoed against ' the 
pinnacles of the valley. Then they were 
gone forever somewhere into those up­
per r egions beyond the eyes of men" 
(ll>ren Eiseley, The Immense Journey, 
pp. 190-192). 

AP, in the parables of Jesus, nature 
has again provided a glimps~ of what 
it is like to be free. Christianity was 
never intended to be a cage confining 

the spirit of man. Our hearts pound 
w ithin us as we chafe under human 
restrictions and look beyond them to 
the firmament of eternity. Often we 
lie still for "a long minute without 
hope," not yet realizing that we have 
really b een set free. But then, "from 
far up somewhere a cry comes ringing 
down." It is the gospel of a God who 
hurtles st raight out of the sun to call 
us to h imself. And, oh, when we soar 
with the wings of an eagle and rise to 
meet him "somewhere in those upper 
regions beyond the eyes of men," we 
discover the "unutterable and ecstatic 
joy" that comes from being free! • 
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Co'op Program Gifts 
Stay At 1969 Level 
During November 

Contributions to w or 1 d missions 
through the Southern Baptist Coopera­
tive Program (unified budget) for No­
vember stayed at virtually the same 
level as November, 1969, gifts, a report 
from the SBC executive committee in­
dicated . 

With November gifts only .52 percent 
higher than November, 1969, contribu­
tions, total Cooperative Program con­
tributions for the first 11 months of 
1970 increased by 2.46 percent or 
$621,765 over total Cooperative Pro­
gram gifts for the same period in 1969. 

Porter W. Routh, executive secretary 
of the SBC executive committee, said 
that it appears that the denomination 
will be able to distribute to its agen­
cies all of the 1970 operating budget, 
all of the 1969 capital needs not 
reached last year; and about $200,000 
to $250,000 on the 1970 capital needs 
schedule. 

The 1970 SBC b u d g et includes 
$27,158,119 for operating funds of the 
19 SBC agencies receiving Cooperative 
Program funds; $650,000 in capital 
needs to finance building projects ap­
proved for 1969 but not distributed in 
that year; plus $1,050,000 in 1970 capital 
needs. According to convention action, 
the funds are to be distributed in that 
order of priority - operating needs, 
1969 capital funds and 1970 capital 
needs. 

It would take a total of $2,974,802 in 
Cooperative Program gifts during the 
month of December to reach the total 
1970 budget goal of $28,858,119. 

During the month of November, Co­
operative Program gifts totalled $2,-
315,850, an increase of $11,941 over the 
contributions in November of 1969. It 
was an increase of .52 percent. 

Designated gifts actually ·decreased 
slightly over 1969 designations. The dif­
ference was $20,441 or .09 percent. (BP) 

"Crisis" Filmstrip 
Released By C LC 

"National Crisis: Patterns of Re­
sponse," a filmstrip highlighting imple­
mentation of the 1968 Crisis Statement, 
is now available at Baptist Book Stores. 
Prepared by the Home Mission Board's 
audio-visuals department, the filmstrip 
grew out of the statement on the crisis 
in our nation and Baptists' response 
presented at the Houston convention. 
The board was commissioned to pre­
p·are the filmstrip informing Southern 
Baptists of progress made since the 
1968 meeting. 

Three major areas are covered : the 
need for community awareness; an ap­
plication of the demands of faith; and 
steps in taking appropriate action. 
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Rutenber Moody Criswell Graham 

Bible Conference Program Announced 
Ninety-five Bible scholars within The last half of the morning and the 

Baptist ranks have been enlisted to entire afternoon program will be de­
lead in the Nationwide Bible Confer- voted to simultaneous conferences. 
ence, March 15-18, 1971, at the Memori- Each participant may choose from 
al Auditorium, Dallas, Texas. among 45 groups that will study select-

The four men and their addresses ed portions of the Bible. Each study 
for the evening sessions are Culbert will run throughout the week. 
G. Rutenber, professor at American In the afternoon, however, the par­
Baptist Seminary of the West, Covina, ticipant may select three of the 40 con­
California - "The Bible and Contemp- ferences on the overall theme, "The 
orary Man"; W. A. Criswell, pastor of Bible Speaks to Contemporary Con­
First Baptist Church, Dallas, and im- cerns," and attend a different one each 
mediate past president of the Southern afternoon. 
Baptist Convention - "The Bible and Registration is being conducted by 
the Inner Life"; Dale Moody, professor the Sunday School department of the 
at Southern Seminary, Louisville - Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 
"The Bible and the Holy Spirit"; and which is cosponsoring the conference 
Billy Graham, evangelist - "The Bible with the Baptist General Convention 
and the Life of Our Naticn." of Texas and the Dallas Baptist As-

Each of the three morning sessions, sociation. A registration fee of $10 per 
beginning March 16, will feature a person covers the cost of insurance, 
message on Christian hope by George program materials and a copy of a new 
R. Beasley-Murray, Spurgeon's College, book prepared for the conference by 

.London, England. Following, a panel Ralph Murray-The Biblical Shape of 
will discuss the topic, "Let's Talk Hope. 
About Hope." Panel members will be Registration forms may be requested 
Herschel H. Hobbs, Kenneth L. Chafin, from the Sunday School Department, 
Duke K. McCall, Theodore F . Adams 127 Ninth Avenue, North, Nashville, 
and T. A. Patterson. Tennessee• 37203. 
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES 

A 
It is not only our privilege to know 

Christ as our Saviour but also to wit­
ness to others about Him. If a person 
does not have the desire and inclination 
to tell others about Christ and what 
He has done for him, it is a certainty 
that the Lord does not mean much to 
him. A witness is a person who tells 
what he h imself has seen, heard or ex­
perienced. It is the will of our Lord 
that every believer in Christ shall be 
a witness for Him. Are you willing to 
be a w itness fo r Christ? If so, be the 
best witness possible. 

John 1:19-23 
John the Baptist was one of the 

world's greatest characters. Christ, the 
ablest judge of human conduct the 
world has ever known, placed him in 
a class by himself : "Among them that 
are born of women there hath not risen 
a greater than John the Baptist" (Mat­
thew 11 : 11). Greater tribute than this 
has never been received by any man. 

John the Baptist had been commis­
sioned and sent by God to prepare the 
way for the coming of the Messiah and 
to bear h is tes timony for Him. When 
he preached in the w ilderness of Judea 
great crowds assembled to hear him. 
Some went so fa r as to suggest that 
perhaps he was the predicted Christ. 
A deputation was sent to interview him 
and to ascertain whom he claimed to 
be. Th is deputation, composed of priests 
and Levites, who were emissaries of 
the Pharisees, asked John the Baptist 
if he were the Messiah, Elijah or the 
prophet who had been promised. He 
was on the spot but w ithout a moment's 
hesitation he declared emphatically 
and quickly that he was neither the 
Messiah nor E lijah nor the prophet 
whom they were expecting but that he 
was "the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness," dedicated to the glorious 
t ask of delivering God's message to 
human hearts. 

He was w illing for his name to be 
obliterated , if necessary, if only men 
would receive Christ and be saved and 
then enthrone Him as the Master of 
t heir l ives. To the best of his ability 
John sought to proclaim by word and 
by deed that Chr ist was the One Whom 
his heare rs needed. 

John 1:29-36 
After Christ had submitted to bap­

tism. which was the culminating point 
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(These Lessons for December 27, 1970) 

Witness For Christ 
in the ministry of John the Baptist, 
and had been subjected to the tempta­
tions of Satan, He returned to the place 
where John the Baptist was preaching 
near the Jordan River and baptizing 
his converts therein. John the Baptist 
pointed his hearers to Christ with the 
wonderful and rapturous words, "Be­
hold the lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world," which was. 
the first public designation of Christ. 
He could have pointed out Christ as 
the great moral example, the founder 
of a higher form of life and the great 
teacher of holiness and love but he pro­
claimed Him as One Who had come 
into the world to be the great sacrifice 
for sin. Christ deals with the individual 
soul by bearing the penalty for its sin 
and by lifting up and carrying away 
its guilt. Only the Lamb of God can 
take away sin. Behold Him Who is so 
lovely, loving and lovable. There is 
nothing about Him which is not ap­
pealing and inspiring. Surrender your 
all to Him and give Him your very 
best in faithful obedience. Living and 
witnessing for Him will afford you the 
truest joy, the greatest satisfaction and 
the largest usefulness. There is noth­
ing which you can do with your life 
that will be as satisfying as investing 
it in the service of Christ. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES 

Christ insisted on being baptized by 
John the Baptist in order to show, in 
figure, at the beginning of His public 
ministry what He would do, in fact , at 
the close of that ministry. Because of 
his awareness of his unworthiness to 
administer baptism to Christ, John ex­
pressed his reluctance to do so. Upon 
the insistence of Christ on being bap­
tized by him, John the Baptist baptized 
Him, thus proving his willingness to 
comply with His will. 

In reporting on Christ coming out of 
the baptismal waters and the heavens 
being rent asunder, John told about 
observing the Spirit coming upon 
Christ in a dove-like form, symbolizing 
peacefulness, meekness, gentleness, 
tenderness and love - those qualities 
which were to characterize His minis­
try among men. Thus, on the very eve 
of His earthly ministry, our Lord re­
ceived special enduement for the ac­
complishmL•nt of His mission on earth. 
The Holy Spirit will endue Christians 
with sufficient strength to perform the 
tasks which the Lord assigns them. Im­
mediately after the Saviour was lifted 
from the watery grave by John the 
Baptist, He received the audible ap­
proval of God the Father in the fol­
lowing words, "This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

All Of Life For Christ 
Philippians 3:7-16 

Recounting the things about which 
he could boast and which seemed im­
portant to him in his early life, as a 
Christian Paul discovered that they 
were not worth keeping so he flung 
them aside as if they were garbage and 
magnified Christ through Whom he 
obtained righteousness, power and 
glory. 

It is always a great privilege to be 
permitted to look into the life processes 
of a great and noble spirit. It is es­
pecially good to be able to find out 
how the greatest Christian who ever 
lived climbed the heights and reached 
the peak of his usefulness. This pass­
age reveals the secret of his great life, 

which was the most maj estic and use­
ful of any Christian who has ever 
lived. 

While on his way to Damascus, in t he 
midst of his career of persecution, this 
proud Pharisee was stopped in his 
track by a blazing apparition. This 
light was so bright and dazzling that 
he was blinded and could not see the 
Person Who had appeared to h im. That 
experience changed ever ything for 
Paul. Things for which he had lived 
suddenly lost their meaning. With a 
loving grasp Christ laid hold on h im 
and saved him for a very definite pur­
pose, namely, to divert his great ability 
into the right channels and to make a 
great missionary out of him. P aul 
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yielded to that loving grasp, gave him­
self wholeheartedly to Christian serv­
ice and had a tremendous influence 
on the world. 

Paul had given up everything in 
which he had trusted in order to have 
Christ. After he had come to know the 
Saviour Who is the only source of true 
and ac~eptable righteousness, every­
thing else lost its importance to him. 
To Paul Christ was far superior to 
anything that could be gained by nat­
ural birth or human efforts. 

Approaching the end of ·his career, 
Paul looked back across the years and 
recalled his numerous accomplish­
ments but all of these he regarded as 
incon;equential in compariso? with t~e 
priceless privilege of knowmg Chr~st 
as Saviour and Lord. Paul was so dis­
satisfied with his attainments that he 
counted them as refuse in comparison 
with his experimental knowledge of 
Christ. His personal, life-giving and 
intimate knowledge of Christ was the 
greatest thing he ever gained. 

Paul was not satisfied with what he 
was, what he possessed, or what he had 
done for Christ. He knew that he was 
not living as much like Christ did as 
he should. Realizing that he would nev­
er be perfect in this life, he resolved 
to keep on striving to achieve perfec­
tion. His ruling passion was to get 
nearer to Christ to grow in His grace 
and knowledge, ' to be more like Him 
and to do more and better work for 
Him. Paul's achievements simply 
served as a stimulus to greater endeav-
ors for Christ. . . 

In giving us his design for llvmg, 
Paul stressed the importance and value 
of concentration. He said : "This one 
thing I do." He did not permit anything 
to distract his attention as he devoted 
the remainder of his life to getting to 
know Christ better and making Him 
known to others. Success in any worthy 
calling or undertaking depends largely 
upon concentration of purpose and ef­
forts. Not only was Paul a man with a 
single purpose but it was one that was 
worthy. Some people have purp~ses 
that are neither worthy nor elevatmg. 

Reversing the normal tendency to 
live more and more in the past as one 
grows older, Paul dismissed the past 
from his mind, for the most pa~t, say­
ing: "forgetting those things which are 
behind." He knew what to forget and 
what to remember. He challenged all 
his readers to forget the things that 
cripple, hinder and defeat. . 

Paul was diligent in str enuous activ­
ity. When he wrote the~e v~rses_ h e had 
the picture of a race m his mmd._ He 
knew that distractions were fatal m a 
race. As he was running the race . of 
life he did not have the time nor m ­
c1u{ation to look back. Neither did he 
turn aside to look at anything. He 
stretched towar d the object that he was 
so eager to reach, and strained to reach 
the goal and to win the prize. He 
sought above everything else to please 
the Lord. 

December 19, 1970 
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... the 

upheaval in 
our culture 
stands as 
the great 
opportunity 
ollhe 
church" 
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~EW f11CE 
f□RTHE 
CHURCH 

by Lawrence 0. Richards 

"Let 's do it diffe rent ly" is the 
cry sweeping the count ry 
today, and the Church of 
Jesus Christ is right smack in 
the midd le of it. So says this 
noted Christian col umni st 
and author in a thoroughly 
exciti ng new book which 
shares solid, constructive 
ideas about what must be 
done differently, and how -
in order to accept the chal­
lenge of change and channel 
it according to God's Word . 

A bold, adventu rous look 
into the Church oi tomorrow 
for all who'd like to be part of 
1t. Get you r copy now. 

Cloth, $5.95 

at your Baptist Boak Stare 

• 

a BAPTIST 
□BOOK STOR E 
~ (!//.1./il:!R, witA a CJ,,,zil, tia,,, Oi1, ~ 

Coast to Coast 
317 Guthrie Street 

Louisville, Kentucky 4020 2 

204 West Third Street 
Ow ensboro, Ke ntucky 42301 

• 
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Modern Language 
New Testament 

• 

It' s the translation that's 
catch ing on with Bible lov­
ers everywhere' And this 
New Testament edition of 
the New Berkeley Version 
is easier -to-read than ever 
- th anks to a team of 
hig hly-capable Bible schol 
ars. Now you' ll find even 
greater clarity and crisp­
ness of meaning 

Features: 
• Easy-reading para-

graph form 
• Large , clear type 
• Fu ll annotation 
• Brief, helpful clarifying 

notes 
Avai lable in clothbound 

and durable kivar editions 
Stop in soon for your per­
sonal copy. 
" ... truly one of the finest 
translations of all time." 

- W. A. Criswell. Pastor 
First Baptist Church , 
Dallas 

Cloth, $3.95; K1var, $1 65 
at your Baptist Bookstore 
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State Attacks Church For Free Drug Distribution 
A compromise solution has apparent­

ly been reached by Second Baptist 
Church in downtown Little Rock, Ar, 
kansas, and the State Pharmacy Board 

in a dispute over the church's right to 
distribute free medications to the poor 
at a clinic the church operates in a 
poverty-stricken area of the city. 

• 
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The Substance of 
Baptist Belief 

W. A. CRISWELL 
Preaching at the Palace 

Choice sermons by the past and_ present pastors of the First Baptist 
Church of Dallas. lnspIratIonal and thought-provoking. 

Cloth, $2.95 
The Bible lor Today's World 

A presentation of historical, archaeological and internal facts and 
evidences for the insipration and accuracy of the Bible. 

Cloth, $2.95 
Expository Notes on the Gospel ol Matthew 

Rich messages on Matthew's record of Christ's earthly life. 
Cloth, $2.95 

W. HERSCHEL FORD 
Simple Sermons for Midweek Services 

A series of messages to help build a strong spiritual midweek service 
in a day when they are being contested. Cloth, $2.95 

ROBERT G. LEE 
. . . . _By Christ Compelled 

A practical . loo.~ at the Christian life which stresses the need for 
• • _personal commitment and dedication to the cause of Christ. 

Cloth, $3.50 

GERALD MARTIN 
• The Future of Evangelism 

The importance of witnessing Christ to the world is shown clearly 
.'· :·: and concisely. Cloth, $2.95 
. •• .. , • · Great Southern Baptist Doctrinal Preaching 

Heart-searching sermons by Robert G. Lee, Herschel Hobbs, Jerry 
. . . Gilsson, Ramsey Pollard and others. Cloth, $2.95 

' . • Great Southern Baptist Evangelistic Preaching 
Outstanding evangelistic sermons by J. D. Grey, A. 8. Van Arsdale, Paul 

Brooks Leath, W. A. Criswell and others. Cloth, $2.95 
Two-volume set, shrinkwrapped, $5.90 value for only $4.90 

HARPER SHANNON 
Beliefs That Are Basic 

Presents the basic tenets of the Christian faith - Incarnation, Atone­
ment, Resurrection, etc. - in understandable terms for modern man. 

Cloth, $2.95 

CURTIS VAUGHAN 
I, II and Ill John - A Study Guide 

A concise, thorough expository of these three important Epistles. Ques­
tions at the end of each chapter for group discussion 

and personal review. Paper, $1.50 
AT YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
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The dispute began after the State 
Pharmacy Board issued an order re­
cently prohibiting the church from dis­
pensing prescription drugs at its free 
clinic in the College Station section of 
Little Rock. The State Pharmacy Board 
also warned students at the school of 
pharmacy in College Station that they 
were endangering their chance of being 
licensed by working in such clinics. 

The compromise solution was reached 
during a meeting between the attorney, 
Eugene R. Warren, for the State Phar­
macy Board and the church pastor, 
Dale Cowling. 

During the meeting with the board's 
attorney, Cowling argued that drugs in 
use at the clinic were the property of 
Dr. Jasper McPhail, • the physician in 
charge of the clinic, and that the law 
allowed him to dispense the drugs. 

Warren said that, legally, the drugs 
were not being kept in Dr. McPhail's 
office but in the clinic. 

Cowling then proposed that the 
church lease the clinic building to Dr. 
McPhail and asked if the clinic could 
then be considered the physician's of­
fice. When Warren said it would be, 
the church almost immediately leased 
the building to Dr. McPhail. 

The free medical help clinic at Col­
lege Station· is one of several ministries 
to the poor sponsored by the Little 
Rock church in four different areas of 
the city. 

The six-room Christian Medical Clin­
ic includes a complete laboratory and 
drug supply. At the clinic, Christian 
physicians, medical students, nurses, 
technicians, administrators and phar­
macists give their time and skill to 
examine and treat the p_oor. 

The. church also has an arrangement 
with local hospitals, two dental clinics, 
orthopedic and pediatric clinics and 
others to take referral cases the out­
patient clinic sponsored by the · church 
is not equipped to handle. (BP) 

Income Tax Guides 
At Annuity Board 

Ministers needing help with their 
1970 income tax may find their- answers 
in the 15th annual income tax booklet 
available from the Southern Baptist 
Annuity Board. 

A "Minister's Guide fot 1970 Income 
Tax" is designed to help the minister 
whose income is primarily from salary 
and fees from ministerial activities. 
Because of a limited supply, they are 
available on a first come, first served 
basis. 

Ordained ministers may secure a 
copy of the booklet by writing: "Min­
ister's Income Tax Guide, Annuity 
Board, SBC, 511 North Akard Build­
ing, Dallas, Texas 75201. 
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An all-new 
sequel to his 
devotional 
classic, 
MY UTMOST 
FOR HIS 
HIGHEST 
by the late 
OSWALD 
CHAMBERS! 

STILL HIGHER 
FOR HIS 
HIGHEST 
Litera lly thousands have 
come to know and love the 
late Oswald Chamber's 
devotional class ic, My Ut­
most For His Highest . Now -
a most worthy sequel has 
been made available! 

Still Higher For His Highest 
contains 366 new thought­
provoking inspirational read­
ings, a spiritual nU{lget for 
each day of the year. With 
complete index of Scripture 
references. 

Make th is practical, yet 
deeply spiritual book your 
constant companion. Pick up 
a copy soon. 

Cloth . $2.95 

at yoar Baptist Book Store 

ZONDERVAN 

• 

:?' CLASS I Fi.ED ADVERTISING 
"' .• ·t~ < :; - -.. .,. • 

ADDRESSOGRAPH: Addressograph-plate em­
'bossing service . Ready to print in your ma­
chine . 15 cents each. Special prices for large 
list. Tri-State Business Machine, 627 Baxter 
Ave. , 40204. 584-8528. 

ALUMINUM SIDING, ROOFING, storm win­
dows and doors. guttering and awnings. All 
guaranteed . Call J. W. Colville, 368-1100. 
4320 Crittenden Drive, Louisville, Kentucky 
40209, 
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Kentuckian To Mission Post 

Arizona Elects New Exec. Sec. 
The executive board of the Arizona 

Southern Baptist Convention elected 
Roy F. Sutton as executive secretary­
treasurer of the convention. 

Sutton, who has been acting execu­
tive secretary since the resignation of 
Charles L. McKay in September, pre­
viously had been director of the con­
vention's missions division. McKay re­
signed to become pastor of First South­
ern Baptist Church, Scottsdale, Arizona. 

The new Arizona Baptist executive 
came to the state 24 years ago for 
health reasons after a doctor told him 
he had only a brief time to live. He is 
in good health now, however, associ­
ates reported. 

HERBERT C. CRALLE 
FUNERAL HOME 

t;clwlD B. Billock, Preslclem 

Wallace C. Hatler 

Phone 893-5223 

Frankfort an4 Petenon Avenue 

Louisville, Kentuck:r 

LANE & YEISER 
Realtors 

Residential and Commercial Properties 

MELVIN PARKER 
896-8848 136 St. Matthews Ave. 
Res.: 425-7283 Louisville, Ky. 40207 

MOVING 
LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 

Day's City Transfer Co. 
Richmo • .1d, Kentucky 

Authorized Agents 
NORTH AMERICAN 

VAN LINES 
Over 20 11ears experience 

, Free estimates 
Call collect 606-623-3090 

WRll'ER-S 
N. Y. publisher wants books on all subjects, 
fiction, nonfiction. No fee for professional 
opinion. FREE: Brochures that show how your 
book can be published, promoted, sold; tips 
on wrllinl, contracts. Write Dept. 12 

fXPOSITION PRESS INC. 
. 50 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, N.Y. 11753 

During the past 24 years, Sutton has 
been an area missionary for the Cata­
lina Baptist Association in Tucson, Ari­
zona, serving two different terms in 
that capacity; pastor of Arizona and 
Colorado churches; two terms as asso­
ciate executive secretary and service 
twice as interim executive secretary of 
the convention; state missions and 
stewardship director for the conven­
tion; first vice president of Grand Can­
yon College; and superintendent of 
missions for Central Baptist Associa­
tion, Phoenix, Arizona. 

In subsequent action, the board elect­
ed former Kentuckian Dan C. Stringer, 
Jr., previously associate in the missions 
division, as associate executive secre­
tary-treasurer and director of missions. 

A graduate of Baylor University, 
Waco, Texas, and Southern Seminary, 
Louisville, Stringer has been president 
of the Arizona Baptist Convention and 
has served as associate to the executive 
secretary, financial institutional coordi­
nator and associate in the missions di­
vision on the Arizona convention staff. 
(BP) 

• 

• 

Freddie Gage 
was 
an addict. 
A pusher. 
A thief. 
Now Freddie 

Gage is 

pushing 

Jesus Christ. 

Here's the whole story! 

■ Today he's a leading evange­
list with Christ in his heart and 
Good News in his words. But 
not long ago he was Freddie 
Gage, kid hoodlum. A lost boy 
with a needle in his arm and a 
knife under his belt. Don 't miss 
PULPIT IN THE SHADOWS by 
Freddie Gage with Stan Red­
ding. It just may change your. 
whole way of thinking. 

Paperback, $.95 

at your Baptist Book Store 

ZONDERVAN 
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BEFORE MEETING - Western Recorder directors posed for a picture before the 
December 4 meeting at Cedarmore. Pictured left to right are Wendell Arnett, Louis­
ville; W. D. Jaggers, Prestonsburg; John Huffman, Mayfield; Bill Vaught, Danville; 
Western Recorder Editor C. R. Daley; Business Manager George Price; Lyman 
Smith Allen, Henderson; Glenn Durham, Harlan; Henry Schafer, Louisville; John 
Sykes, Ashland; and Temp Sparkman, Louisville. Arriving after the picture were 
J. Bill Jones, Princeton, and Kenneth Kelly, Covington. Rollin S. Burhans, Bowling 
Green, was unable to attend. Associate Editor Bob Terry made the picture. 

"Recorder" Endowment Established 
Western Recorder directors, meeting 

at Cedarmore Baptist Assembly, De­
cember 4, voted to begin an endow­
ment fund for the state Baptist paper. 
Such action was recommended by C. R. 
Daley, editor of Western Recorder since 
1957. 

Daley reminded board members that 
last year it was necessary to raise the 
cost of the paper 25 cents per sub­
scription. Yet, the audit completed this 
year indicated a $7,000 net loss. 

"Rising cost of production and lim­
ited income potential makes it impera­
tive that we secure funds to supplement 
those now available," Daley said. 

Commenting that Western Recorder 
does not have the emotional appeal of 
the care of children, Christian educa­
tion or missions, the editor added, "But 
I believe a substantial number of Bap­
tists m Kentucky understand and ap­
preciate the importance of the Western 
Recorder as a reliable source of trust­
worthy news and views. • 

"And without this reliable and regu­
lar channel of communication, the 
needs of homeless children, Christian 
cducalwn nnd missions could not be 
carried to the potential givers." Daley 
commented. 

"An endowment fund for Western 
'?.erorder can be one of the most hope­
ful developments to guarantee contin­
ued quality Baptist journalism for 
Kentucky Baptists," Daley declared. 

To initiate the endowment fund, 
W c~tcrn Recorder directors voted to 
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designate $1,000 to the Kentucky Bap­
tist Foundation which will invest the 
funds. Income derived from accumu­
lated endowment will be administered 
by the 12 member board of directors of 
Wes tern Recorder. 

It was pointed out that endowment 
funds could not only guarantee the 
state Baptist paper at a minimum cost 
to subscribers but could also be used 
for such projects as continuing educa­
tion for the editor and other staff mem­
bers, enabling those producing the 
paper to do a better job. 

In other action the directors changed 
assistant editor Bob Terry's title to 
associate editor and formed an admin­
istrative committee composed of board 
officers and committee chairmen. 

Reelected chairman of the Western 
Recorder board of directors was John 
Huffman, Mayfield. Vice chairman for 
the year is Bill Vaught of Danville 
with Temp Sparkman of Louisville 
serving as secretary. 

Extra cop1 s of the 1970 Book 
of Reports are a,,; a1lable to any­
one mt rest d m cunng a co ,y. 
Thos mter st d hould writ to 
Harold Sanders, Executive S cre­
tary, Baptist Bu1ldmg, Middle­
town, Kentucky 40243, requeshn 
the number of cop1 . desired 

Admissions Deadline 
Nears At Campbellsville 

Application for admission into Camp­
bellsville College for the spring semes­
ter of this school year must be in no 
later than January 4, 1971, according to 
a recent announcement by J. Alvin 
Hardy, director of admissions for the 
college. 

All freshmen and transfer students 
must report to the college on January 
10, at 3:00 p.m. Registration for regular 
classes will begin Monday, January 11, 
at 8:00 a.m. Evening class registration 
will be held on Saturday, January 16, 
at 9:00 a.m. 

Campbellsville College is a fully ac­
credited, liberal arts college, located 
in central Kentucky. Present enroll­
ment at Campbellsville stands at 914. 

HEY! THAT'S SIX WEEKS EARLY­
Willis G. Bennett (right), director • of 
placement at Southern Seminary in 
Louisville, and Larry Mcswain, assistant 
director of placement, are working 
against a December 18 deadline when 
111 new Southern Seminary graduates 
will be ready for placement in churches 
throughout the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. This is the first time the semi­
nary has held graduation before Christ­
mas, thus, moving the placement office's 
deadline from late January to mid-De­
cember. Though many of the graduates 
already have jobs, Bennett said a num­
ber of the soon-to-be graduates are still 
available for work in the churches . In­
terested churches should write Bennett 
or Mcswain at the seminary's address: 
2825 Lexington Road. Louisville, Ken­
tucky 40206. Their phone number is 
(502) 897-4118. 
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