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JUNE 12, 1971 

SBC President Carl Bates leads the as­
sembled messengers in prayer for the 30 
new home and foreign missionaries jointly 
commissioned during the Wednesday eve-

ning service of the· Southern Baptist Con­
vention in St. Louis, Missouri. For a com­
plete report of the convention, see stories 
in this issue of Western Recorder. 



People And Places 
Russell Bridges, director of develop­

ment at Anderson College, assumed the 
same duties and title at Georgetown 
College on Tuesday, June 1. His ap­
pointment, confirmed by t:he George­
town Board of Trustees, was announced 
by Robert L. Mills, ·president of 
Georgetown. In his capacity Bridges 
will coordinate and direct tihe external 
affairs of the College including alumni, 
parent, denominational and community. 
He is assigned the responsibility of giv­
ing attention to developing programs 
of financial support from foundations, 
corporations, estate programs and an­
nual giving for current operational 
needs. 

A Carson Newman College graduate, 
Bl'idges also holds a degree from South­
ern Seminary, Louisville. 

Nationally-known composers ()If music, 
Noble Cain and Claude Gillette, will 
conduct an informal, free Choral Read­
ing Clinic at Georgetown College on 
June 15 at morning, afternoon and 
evening sessions, to which church mu­
sicians are invited by host professor 
W. Wayne Johnson. 

The Council of the Southern Moun­
tains, Inc., will hold its annual meeting 
in Berea, Kentucky, in mid-June. This 
is a change in time and location from 
previous announ·cements. The an­
nouncement of the change came in tihe 
April edition of Mountain Life and 
Work, the official publication of the 
Council. 

The Council is one of the oldest Ap­
palachdan interest groups in the Region 
or the United States. It is presently 
headquartered in Berea with member­
shtp predominantly in the 13 state Ap­
pa~achian Region st.retching from the 
southern tier cxf countri€s in New York 
down through northern Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Georgia. 

Robert E. Kersey of Paducah and Al­
len Black of Greenville were among 20 
persons attendin.g a seminar for plan­
ning tlhe 1971-72 Sunday School pro­
giram at the SBC Sunday School Board. 
The participants studied church and 
community needs, identified basic Bible 
teaching approaches most beneficial 

in meeting needs and participated in 
the planning of the Bible teaching pro­
gram for his church. The seminar was 
directed by L. J. Newton, Jr., general 
administration consultant in the board's 
Sunday School department. 

James A. Walters, born June 8, 1903, 
passed away June 13, 1969. Walters 
served ·as pastor c,f churches in Sal­
yel'Sville, Boone Creek, Burnside, East 
Cumberland (Bell Association) and Old 
Yellow Creek Number One (Bell As­
soci!ation). 

Revival Reports 
Cherryville Baptist Church, Louisa, 

recently completed a revival with John 
Atkins of Raceland serving as evan­
gelist. They report 40 professions of 
f1aith and one addlition by letter. Wil­
liam R. Teems is pastor of Che;rryville 
Chureh. 

First Baptist Church, Russellville, 
was in revival services May 10 through 
16 with morning and evening services. 
Ian Walker, First Baptist Churclh, 
Henderson, North Carolina, was evan­
gelist and Harry Hampshire, Brainard 
Baptist Churc!h, Chattanooga, Tennes­
see, was song leader. There were 17 
additions by baptism and ei-ght by let­
ter. Pastor of First Baptiist C'hureh is 
Glenn Sullivan. 

<3hurch <3huc!Jles by CARTWRIGHT 
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"We've also eliminated the cost of extermina­

tors from our new budget." 
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Wilbur B. Webb 
Pastor, Marion Baptist 

Church, Marion 

"Ready on the right! Ready on the 
left! Ready on the firing · line! Unlock 
bolts, and stand by! COMMENCE FIR­
ING!" We had been schooled in the use 
of the 11ifle. We knew how to break it 
down, clean it, reassemble it, load it. 
We knew the many positions from 
which it could be f,ired, how to hold it, 
and had spent mucll time in learning 
how to "squeeze it off". But we had 
never fired it. Now, lying in the prone 
position, f1acing the targets, the orders 
were given: "COMMENCE FIRING!" 
This was all a part of the Navy's train­
ing program. 

The word COMMENCE means to be­
gin, to start, to initiate, to inaugul'ate. 
Throughout our land students who 
have and are gr,aduatiI11g from our edu­
cational institutions stand on the moun­
tain peak of achievement. Another peak 
in 'li.fe has been attained. Something 
within all of us should cause us to see 
now even more plainly other peaks in 
li!fe that should ·challenge the very best 
witJhin us. From each peak of a,c,hieve­
ment we should see new and greater 
opportunities and responsibilities. 

For tJhe graduate this is truly a time 
of commencement; a time of beginning. 
The Apostle Paul said 'in writing to the 
Chureh at Phil'ippi: "I count not myse1f 
to have apprehended or ar-I1ived; but 
this one thing I do, for.getting those 
things whidh are behind, and reaching 
forth unto tlh.ose things whi'Clh are be­
fore, I -press toward the mark of the 
hi,gh oa.Uing of God in Christ Jesus." 
The truths set forth here can enable 
all of us to ascend to higher planes of 
living. 

Paul had a wortlh.y pul'pose in life; 
he had a worthy program or plan of 
translating that purpose; he had a pri%e 
to strug,gle tor that was worthy of the 
very best w,ithin him. 

A life without purpose is as wavering 
and unstable as water, which adjusts 
itselrf to the bend and curvature of ev­
ery shore. 'l'he world is full of people 
who :have no worthy purpose in lirfe. 

'Dhe highest aspirations of men 
amount to very l!ittle unless man is 
able to seek out and find and aspire to 
the will and purpose of God in life. 
This is done only by daily seeking, 
searching and serving. 
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President's Address 

In The Spirit 
Consider 

Of Christ 
Our Mission 

By Carl E. Bates 
As -long as I can remember, Southern 

Baptists !have been concerned about 
their mission in the wodd. In my opin­
ion, a .good part of the tension that ex­
presses itself in our annual meetings 
grows out of sincere concern about our 
mission. 

It is in this fellowship that tlhe teacli­
er, the pastor, the laity, and convention 
personnel - each, accordin•g to his par­
tiicu'lar point of view, finds tlhe freedom 
to express hiimseM. I believe that the 
willingness to innovate (which increas­
es the iI11Cidence of mistakes) is born 
of a sincere desire to carry out our mi~ 
sion in the world. At times we 'have 
found partiJal answers and, as a result, 
called for a reorganization of our 
forees. At other times we have tasted 
success under ci:reumstances ~ we 
assumed existed universally and, as a 
consequence, expected every church to 
"be just like ours." SomeUmes, we dis­
covered methods whidh seemingly were 
fail-,proof ,and, long af'ter their prodtic­
Hveness had run its course, were con­
tending earnes,Uy "for and against." We 
have, on occasion, flowed toward poles 
like fi'lings to a magnet. Sometimes we 
flowed far enough away from one an­
other until hearing became a problem­
speakin,g across tJhat 5JPc1Ce was even 
more d·ilffi.cult. 

But, always ,and ever, the one tlhing 
wMch has been a constant among us is 
concern. 

It is so tonight. We have met in St. 
Louis again to bear witness to our con­
cern for a lost world. It is my hope 
that, along wi't'h wfhatever else may -be 
said about our meeting here, the news 
media will report that our being here 
and express,ing ourselves in deliberative 
sessions, wfrlen best understood, is ex­
pressive o.f this concern. 

We have come with an awareness 
that our nation (and our world) teeters 
on tlhe brink of disaster. I can almost 
hear someone saying within himsel:f: 
"The world has known crisis Slince Bab­
el, so what's new?" And, he is riglht, but 
I believe t'he present crisis is different. 

For instance, for the first time in the 
history of our natiion there is no Chris­
tian consensus. Christian influence is at 
an all-time low. Law is no longer king 
-something called "sociological aver­
ages" has taken its place. During t'he 
span of my ministry my generation has 
largely turned its back on God and, in 
His place, enthroned things which the 
present generation courl.dn't care less 
about. And, olh yes, we moved from the 
country to the city and, in the process, 
lost our peace and when our children 
came along we had nothing realiy 
worthwhile to pass on to them. Some of 
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us who had somethin·g wortih.while 
failed to transmit it under the cowardly 
fear of ''!alienating" our children and 
so we lost them anyway. 

Another thing deepens the crisis for 
us: We reared a generation of Baptists 
who are almost totally 'i!gnorant of our 

SBC President Carl Bates delivers Prest­
dent's Address to convention messengers 

doctrines. This, in my lifetime-so, I 
muslt share the blame. 

And to that, this: The sense of de­
cency in our liand, which produced a 
corresponding sense of guilt, is ,gone. 

And this: '!'he pastor is no lon,ger 
thought of first when a crisis .arises in 
the home. The doctor, psy'Cilliatrist, 
marriage counsellor, or, even Dear Ab­
by is oaUed Ul})On before the pastor. 

And this: Many pastors and chul'Clhes 
are sick of each other and tlhis carnal 
nausea has turned man,y of our chureh­
houses into notJhing more than irrele­
vant gr,andeur. 

What sthall we say to all of this? How 
slhall we bring this continuing concern 
to bear wpon the crisis·? 

If we should ,ask John Bennett, editor 
of the book, Christian Social Ethics in 
a Changing World, he would say: "The 
chureh is sent in'to the world to trans­
form the ins,titutions and s,tructures of 
society. The status quo is not pro·viden­
tially ordained. li some po1iticail. party 
proposes to do the most • for mankind, 
the chureh ought to openly decliare it­
self in su.PPQrt of tlhat party." He is not 
clear about who is iru;ide or outside the 
circle of salvation. 

Ask another and he will say the 
Cdlristian witness need not be verbal­
ized in order to make its impact Ul})On 

the "worlds" of labor, leisure, educa­
tion, government, and even ecclesias­
tical institutions. 

In direct contrast others insist t!hat 
"one never evanigeHzes until he stands 
directly before the heart's door of a 
sinner and clearly confronts him with 
tlh.e Gospel of Christ." 

Still others insist that we must pro­
duce a cl!i.mate conducive to winning 
the worild. If we do. not ~ay down our 
lives in service to a needy world our 
declaration of the Gosipel will fall on 
deaf ears. 

And, if this were not enough,. we 
have found ourselves sipending precious 
time debati111g wfrl.ether it is t!he task of 
fue individual Christian or the ol'gan­
ized church to be responsible for evan­
gelizing the lost. Some say it is tthe 
respons-ibillity of tlh.e individual.; others 
say it is tlhe responsibility of the or­
ganized church. Some have compro­
mised and said: "Personal ewmgelism 
is the responsibility of every follower 
of Christ, whereas mass evangelism is 
the primary resiponsibility of local 
churdhes and gifted evangelists. Both 
individuals and cllutt'hes in all they do 
should endeavor to make suoh an im­
paJCt upon the world that people wi!ll 
listen to the gospel when it is pro­
claimed." 

My concern has been to find a way to 
consider our mission in the Spiirit orf 
Christ rather than in the spirit of the 
times. Is there some wiay to look 
tlh.rouglh His eyes and view in His Spirit 
our mission. I think there is. True to 
the promise cf our Lord tthat "wfhen 
the comforter comes, He wihl cause you 
to remember every thing I have told 
you" (John 1-4:26). Matthews tells us: 
"And when He saw the milling mob, 
His heart was moved with pity for 
them, because tlhey were tired and scat­
tered like slheep without a sthepherd. 
Then He said to us, "The harvest is 
plentiful, but tlhe reapers are scarce. 
Pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
out reapers to His harvest field" (Mat­
thew 9:36-38). 

If, in addition to an we have done 
and are doing, ~ could take a look at 
the present wor'ld crisis througlh His 
eyes, I believe we wou:ld find a true 
channel foir our concern and a new 
understanding of our mission. 

I 
For one thing, He reminds us of the 

ownership of the harvest. 
"The harvest is plentiful, but the Lord 

of the harvest has made i:t so." 
It was my good fortune as a boy to 

live in the home of a farmer uncle wfho 
taug!ht me the first lesson of tlhe har­
vest. We had broken the land, prepared 
it for planting and, planted it. I want­
ed to see it come up and ripen for the 
reaping the next day. I wanted to know 
what we could _do to hasten the day. He 
said to me in his rustic, backwoodsy 
way, "Remember son, you can't make 
nothing .grow! Only the good Lord can 
do that!" 

(Continued on page 19) 
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A Successful President, A Pea.ceful Convention 
Carl Bates is a success, at least accord­

ing to one goal he set for himself after 
his election at the Southern Baptist Con­

By Bob Terry 
Assc;>ciate Editor 

Bates asked the messenger if he were still 
there. Evidently misunderstanding Bates' 
question, the messenger replied, "No, I'm 

vention in Denver last year. In several ways this for­
mer Kentucky pastor let it be .known that he wanted 
to be a peacemaker among the factions that warred 
in Denver and, before that, in New Orleans. 

At press conferences he cautiously answered re­
porters inquiries, taking pains not to be placed in a 
position that would increase the hostility that was 
already evident. In addresses before the SBC Execu­
tive Committee, the Baptist state paper editors, state 
conventions and every other type meeting a President 
has to make, Bates emphasized the things that bin_d 
our great body together such as our declaration of 
the gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ and the South­
ern Baptist mission program. From California to 
North Carolina, Bates proclaimed the need for mu­
tual cooperation and fellowshiped with the brethren. 

This strategy evidently worked because the mes­
sengers gathered in St. Louis determined not to re­
peat the regrettable conduct that characterized Den­
ver. Only once were biting words used by a messen­
ger as he spoke against an action by one of our SBC 
agencies. Here Bates demonstrated commendable cour­
age by interrupting the speaker and telling the mes­
senger that he (Bates) did not appreciate the lan­
guage being used. The messenger then restated his 
point without the emotionally loaded, hate filled 
terms that he at first began to use. 

Even when the convention almost evenly divided 
over asking the Sunday School Board to at least re­
place G. Hinton Davies as author of the Genesis por­
tion of the Broadman Bible Commentary, (see story, 
page 24) the atmosphere remained cordial. 

But all the credit for the harmony of St. Louis can 
not go to President Bates. The messengers themselves 
are due a large portion of the praise for their own 
desire to see a harmonious convention. This was made 
abundantly clear when in the opening business session 
a messenger at a floor microphone tried to offer a 
motion that was ruled out of order. During the ex­
change between the chairman and the messenger, 
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not mad." The laughter and applause that broke out 
told of the messengers' own anxiety over disagree­
ment and their pleasure that one could be ruled down 
without becoming angry. 

Despite its good side, the desire for harmony did 
produce one action that is filled with unfortunate 
possibilities. Based on unprecedented interpretation 
of Bylaw 16 by convention parliamentarian James 
Bullman of North Carolina, President Bates ruled that 
any motion or resolution affecting an SBC agency or 
institution, that is not printed in the report -of that 
institution, must be referred to the SBC Executive 
Committee. When this ruling was questioned, it was 
overwhelmingly sustained by the messengers. 

Thus for the 1971 session, messengers were pre­
vented from expressing opinions about any agency or 
institution or their actions. The Broadman Bible Com­
mentary action was the only exception and that was 
made possible by another part of the Bylaw in ques­
tion. 

That the internal affairs of an agency or institution 
are in the hands of the elected directors or trustees is 
generally understood and this writer would have it 
no other way. But to tell the elected messengers from 
the Southern Baptist churches that they can not even 
express an opinion without it first being cleared with 
the Executive Committee is unthinkable. 

After much parliamentary wrangling, the problem 
was referred to the Executive Committee for study. 
Hopefully, this committee will clearly state that By­
law 16 refers only to recommendations from agencies 
and institutions as has been the interpretation in past 
years. 

St. Louis was unique. It provided us with the 
"breather" we needed after the past few years. But 
let us hope that "harmony" does not become the new 
orthodoxy of our convention at the expense of honest 
exchange of convictions. Surely brothers in the Lord 
can have both. 
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A Report From The Editor 
It was appropriate to report the editor's illness in 

the May 29 issue but to do it in the lead editorial was 
Mr. Terry's idea and some of you saw it before I did 
or even knew it was there. However, I appreciate 
such thoughtfulness by Mr. Terry and the result has 
been surprising and humbling. The mail to the editor 
has been beyond all expectations in volume and to 
be assured so many readers are concerned for the 
editor's welfare and are praying for his physical and 
mental health are almost worth being sick. 

Such a response is more of a tribute to the wide­
spread prestige of the Western Recorder which has 
been built through the years by many no longer on 
the staff than to those of us who serve today. Expres­
sions of appreciation for the paper have come from 
at least half of the 50 state~. 

The illness of the editor has given special oppor­
tunity to demonstrate the ability of Mr. Terry and 
his rapidly increasing maturity. It has also given our 
readers opportunity to read some of the quality edi­
torials written by other Southern Baptist editors. 

The chief purpose of these words is to express 
heart-felt appreciation to so many whose cards and 
letters have been some of the best medicine I have 
ever received. I deeply regret a personal answer to 
everyone is impossible both due to the time required 
and the cost of postage. 

As for the editor's condition, only those who have 
suffered depression and hospitalization for it can un­
derstand. The first few days are indeed rough but 
from then on little suffering is involved until the hos­
pital bill comes up. Actually muc_h of the time is like 
a vacation and, but for a conference with the doctor 

every other day and swallowing pills about four times 
a day, one would hardly realize he was in a hospital. 
Most of my time the last two weeks has been spent 
eating three meals and several snacks daily, playing 
games, enjoying the craft shop supervised by an out­
standing Christian lady and making and enjoying 
other friends. 

Nevertheless, I am beginning my second month in 
the hospital and apparently will be here several more 
days. This is because my excellent doctor is making 
certain I am under careful observation 24 hours a 
day and that I stay away from work. This apparently 
is the proven way to treat such illness. 

Now for some of the sincerest words. of apprecia­
tion I have ever written. Though the number in­
volved is far too many to name without the danger 
of omitting someone, I have never seen a hospital staff 
so dedicated, kind, able, considerate and helpful. This 
includes scores of men and women beginning with a 
most outstanding and considerate supervisor, the 
kindest nurses and orderlies to be found anywhere 
all the way to those who prepare the meals and keep 
the floors and rooms spotless through constant clean­
ing. If every phase of our hospital ministry even comes 
close to lC at Kentucky Baptist Hospital in Louisville, 
we have every reason to be proud. 

Mr. Terry covered the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion for the Recorder and I am confident will provide 
in this issue an excellent report. I regret missing the 
convention and having to cancel several appointments 
to supply and other commitments. As I intimated, I 
feel great but I'm following my doctor's orders. 

Thank You 
While the associate editor was 

covering the Sou'tJhern Baiptist Con­

vention in St. Louis, several mem­
bers of ,the Western Recorder &ta.ff 

produced the June 5, 1971, edition 

cxf our Baptist state paper. Editorial 

secretary Mrs. Will.Ham Spicer did a 

great dee:1 of the wo11k with he1p 
from business manager George Pr~e 

and print shop compositor Hugh 

New. To 'these and the others who 

worked diligently to produce tlhat 
issue, I personally am g,ratefu'l. 

NEW CONVENTION OFFICERS-New officers of the Southern Baptist Convention 
elected at the annual meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, are: (left to right) James 
Landes, pastor, First Baptist Church, Richardson, Texas, first vice president; Carl 
Bates, pastor, First Baptist Church, Charlotte, North Carolina, president, and War­
ren Hultgren, pastor, First Baptist Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma, second vice president. 

Bob Terry, 

Associate Editor 
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Maddox Named Committee Chrmn. 
Daley Heads Joint Comm. Delegation 

Hopkinsville pastor Sidney Maddox 
was elected chairman of the 1972 com­
mittee on boards for the Southern 
Baptist Convention. His election oc­
curred on the second day of the three 
day meeting. 

Another Ken tuckian elected to head 
a Southern Baptist Convention grou,p 
was Western Recorder editor C.R. Daley. 
He was elected chairman of the dele­
gation to the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Aflfairs. Daley was also re­
elected to the committee on Baptist 
sta te papers. 

Several other Kentuckians were elect­
ed as board members of Southern Bap­
tist ins titutions and agencies. 

Somerset pastor Eldred Taylor was 
reelected as a member of the Foreign 
Mission Board. Ro g e r Lovette of 
Georgetown and Harry N. Hollis, Sr., 
of Paducah, wer,e elected members of 
the Home Mission Board. 

W. Austin Roberts of Danville and 
Franklin Owen of Lexington were re­
elected to membership on the Annuity 
Board and the Sunday School Board 
respectively. 

Reelected seminary trustees were 
Eugene F. Quinn of Middletown for 
Southwestern, Fred Moffatt, Jr., of 
Shelbyville for Midwestern and J. 
Chester Badgett of CampbellsviJ.le for 
New Orleans. 

G. AHen West of Louisville was given 
another term on the Ohristian Life 
Commission while P . A. Stevens of 
Louisville was elected to the Brother­
hood Commission. 

Elizabethtown pastor Verlin Krusclh­
witz was named to the SteW1ardship 
Commission while Duke K. McCal1 of 
Louisville was reelected to tlhe North 
American Baptist Fellowship. 

Kenneth Denton wil'l join Maddox 
on the committee on boards. 

During the recent convention, Ken­
tucky was the only state with two 
members on tihe 10-man resolutions 
committee. Kentucky was represented 
by John Huffman of Mayfield and Duke 
MeCall of Louisville. 

John Sykes of Ashland and Allen 
Baugh o-f Glendale were Kentucky's 
representatives on this year's commit­
tee on committees. 

Baptist Group Approves G'ment Aid 
Argentine Baptist agencies are free 

to seek as-sistance from tihe state for 
some activities, . according to an action 
taken during the 63rd annual session 
of tJhe Argentine Baptist Convention 
in Mendoza, Argentina . 

A majority o,f the 272 messengers to 
the convention approved the proposi­
tion that "organizations of the .. . con­
vention are free to secure sta te aid for 
those adivities not related to evangel­
ism and missions if they think it ad­
visable." 

The issue had been debated on the 
floor of tJhe convention many t imes be­
fore, and some ind ividu al churches have 
been receiving government heLp for 
the schools they operate, reported 
Southern Baptist missionary James 0 . 
Tee'l. 

Long-time leader of tJhe opposition to 
state aid for Argentine Baptists, profes~ 
sor Santiago Canclini, was absent from 
this year's sessions because of a recent 
illness. In past years, similar motions 
have been "roundly defeated" under 
Canclini's leadership, said Teel. 

The Argentine Baptist Mission (or­
ganization of Southern Baptist mission­
aries) cooperates with the convention 
but does not give any fi nancial assist­
ance to those churches receivin·g state 
aid, he said . 

In another controversial action, the 
convention decided to send mission­
aries to Peru. 
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Although in its early years the con­
vention sponsored mission work in 
Ohile, Para,guay and Uru,guay, there 
was strong opposition tJhis year to send­
ing missionar ies to otiher countries "un-· 
til the work was selif-supporting at 
home," Teel said. However, af ter the 
debate was over , the messengers unan­
imously approved t he motion th at m is7 
sionaries be sent to Peru. 

Tee'l said that "one of the biggest 
eye openers" during the sessions was 
the annual report of tlhe convention's 
executive secretary, Esteban P. Elias, 
who emphasized the need fo r Argen­
tine churches to increase their support 
of national Ba,ptist work. 

Esteban told the messengers tlh·at 29.5 
percent of financial suppor t for the 
work comes from Argentine churches 
and 70.5 percent from other sources, 
mostly "fraterna:l aid" provided by the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board. 

The report of the social work board 
expressed appreciation of Peruvian 
Baptists for the help of Argentine Haip­
tists fol;lowing eart1hquakes in Peru. 

"All of the help from Baptists of d ilf­
ferent countries was appreciated," a 
Peruvian Baptist lerader had written, 
"but that from Argentine Baptists was 
the most significant and by Nlr the 
largest in comparison to the num ber 
of Baptists." (BP) 

Pennies, nickels and missions 
Each year tJhe pennies, niJCkels .and 

dimes -giiven by children and youth in 
our Vacation Bible Schools add up to 
one 'ha:lif mil1ion dollars given to mis­
sions throug1h the Cooperative Program! 

It's Vaication ,B-i!ble School time now, 
and you will be determining the cause 
to which your VBS ofiferings will go 
this year. If you are iamon:g the major­
ity of churches in Kentucky, it will be 
the Cooperative Program. 

VBS program 
The Annual Vacation Bi-bile School 

of SBC ohurclles conUnue to give cur­
riJculum support and direct financial 
contributions to tJhe Cooperative Pro­
gram. A fine ar,ticle in The Baptist Pro­
gram, June 1971, by Arthur Burcham, 
Consultant in the Sunday School De­
partment, points this out. 

"The mission content within the cur­
riculum is person-centered so that stu­
dents are aware th:at their mission gifts 
go to meet the physical and spiritual 
needs of ipeop'le. As students give, they 
learn that they have a part in some­
thing biig - a worldwide mission ef.fort. 

"Mission awarene.55 for younger chil­
dren in Vacation Bible School is cre­
ated tthroug,h human interest stories 
about home and forei!gn missions. Cur­
rkulum for middle and older c'hildren 
also contains mission stories and adtls 
specific information about the Coop­
eriative Program. 

"Children s_tudy what Jesus taught 
about stewardship and are led in learn­
ing activities which trace the money 
given through the chu~h office, the 
state Baptist office, to the Home Mis­
sion Board and its mission work, the 
Foreign Mission Board and tihe many 
ways it works, the six seminaries, and 
t'he various commissions of our Con­
vention." 

The joint service 
'Dhe mission offerin:g ,in the Joint 

Service (or by departments) "is 
planned as both a worship experience 
and a learning ex,perience. The offering 
is taken after the 'mission empha:s,is'. 
The join't service filmstrip contains ten 
speoi·al frames, one frame to be used 
during the mission o,flfering ,period each 
day." 

Special ofiferings may be sent to 
Treasurer, Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion, Middletown 40243, and designated 
"Cooperative Program." 
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Resolutions Deal With Vietnam, 
Statements opposing public support 

of non-public schools, commending 
President Nixon's troop reduction ef­
forts in Vietnam and opposing the 
president's Vatican envoy were among 
resolutions approved Thursday at the 
114th annual meeting of t!)e Southern 
Baptist Convention in St. Louis, 

The chief executive was commended 
"for -his part in reducing the number 
of troops in Vietnam" and urged "to 
continue our American withdrawal in 
keeping with our desperate concern for 
prisoners of war .. . . " 

The messengers struck a phrase 
which sug-gested commendation of Nix­
on, "given the moral ambiguities of the 
Vietnam War." The motion to amend 
came from William J . Brock, a messen­
ger from Bradenton, Florida. 

"When a man lays down his life for 
another man's freedom," Brock said, "it 
is not morally ambiguous." 

Guy Lozier, a U.S. Army captain 
from Elgin, Oklahoma, and a Vietnam 
veteran, said, "If we do not pull out 
with a just settlement we will be a 
party to blood letting." • 

Lozier, who said he had never had to 
fir e his weapon or kill another man, 
continued, "men who have died there 
were willing to lay down their lives 
because they were peace-makers." 

The resolution further urged Chris­
tians that "our primary responsibility 
is to work for a just peace." It asked 
all Americans to "uphold principles of 
peace, justice and the dignity of human 
life and to resist those who attempt to 
glorify immoral conduct in war." 

At the suggestion of Dick Hall, a mes­
senger from Decatur, Georgia, messen­
gers tacked the Vatican envoy state­
ment to the resolution on public funds 
and non-public education. 

It urged the president of the 11 .6-

million-member SBC to "convey to 
President Nixon our extreme displeas­
ure in this action and ask that he re­
call this envoy Henry Cabot Lodge at 
once." 

Hall's amendment said Nixon "now 
has a personal representative at the 
Vatican" despite "vigorous protest of 
many cit izens." It said this action gives 
"preferential recognition to one reli­
gious denomination" and violates "our 
concept of the separation of church and 
state." 

The main body of the resolution 
spoke to efforts to channel support to 
non-public and parochial schools. 

The resolution "reaffirmed our be­
lief that the use of public funds for 
education in church-controlled schools, 
regardless of the manner in whicih tJhese 
funds are channeled to church schools, 
is contrary to the principle of religious 
liberty." 

The resolution petitioned the federal 
and state governments to "honor the 
principle of religious liberty and the 
constitutional position of the separation 
of church and state inherent in the 
First Amendment ,to the U.S. Consti­
tution." 

Southern Baptists were encouraged 
to k eep alert to developments and in­
sist ,tJhat "public funds for educational 
purposes be channeled only through 
public institutions which do not dis­
criminate on religious or any other 
grounds." 

In other action, messengers defeated 
a motion asking ,that a copy of the SBC 
book of r eports be mailed to each co­
opera ting church at least 10 days be­
fore the opening date of lJhe annual 
SBC meeting. 

Wednesday Southern Baptists urged 
th e United Sta tes Congr ess to pass 
laws banning the distr ibution of aka-

Southern Seminary professor Willis Bennett r eads a resolution on hunger in Amer­
ica while Louisville pastor C . Welton Gaddy waits to present another resolution . 
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Parochial A id 

Mayfield pastor J ohn H uttman, center , 
was a member of the resolutions com­
mittee. Former Kentuckian Gene Puck­
ett, right, was also on that committee. 

hoUc beverages on planes and other 
public conveyances and alcohol adver­
tising on radio and television. 

In a resolution presented by James 
Walker of Cl1arksdale, Mississippi, tb.e 
messengers went on record as oppos­
ing any use of alcohol as a beverage. 

The resolution called alcoho lism the 
nation's fourth ranking h ealth prob­
lem and claimed all medical groups 
admit problem dr inking is a great 
health hazard in t he United S tates. 

Studies show at least 50 ,percent of 
all fatal au tomobile .accidents in Am er­
ica are associated w itih the consump­
tion of alcoh olic beverages, and there 
is ev idence linking tJhe drinking of al­
coholic beverages to major crimes, tihe 
resolu tion said. 

The resolu tion blamed a major por­
tion of the problems in tlhe courts and 
weLfare departments on the use of a l­
cohol and accused the ako'hol beverage 
industry of "brazenly and fraudulently 
making claims that i ts products are the 
way to a more fruitfu l ,and happy l ife." 

In another r esolution the messengers 
urged Southern Bapt ists to contribute 
to the work of tb.e Amer ican Bible So­
ciety in distributing scriptures. 

State convention, Baptist associa ­
tions, a nd ohu rohes were asked to em­
phasize in their programs t he need for 
a w ider r eading and sharing of the 
Holy Scriiptur es. 

Resolutions offer ed Tuesday on the 
work of vhe Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
re-affirmation of faitJh in the churClh, 
establishment of a buyer's bill of rights 
to protect consumers, and support of 
ministries to older people fa iled to get 
the recommendat ion of the resolutions 
committee for a variety of reasons and 
were not reported out. (BP) 
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"The Bridge," a Baptist Student Union group from the University of Alabama, 
provided music for much of the college students' presentation, "Youth Speaks." 

Young people manned a display booth 
to talk with interested persons. 

Kentuckian Heads Student Group At Convention 
Their theme mi,giht have been, "Use 

us." It was re,peated in tlheir booth, in 
their "Rap Room," in the halls and on 
the main floor of Kiel Auditorium. 

They were the more than 200 stu­
dents attending tihe three-day Southern 
Baptist Convention wlhich ended the 
114tlh annual meeting at noon Thurs­
day, June 3. 'Dhey c-ame from Baptist 
S!Judent Unions on college and univer­
sity campuses across the nation. Most 
of them were registered messengers. 

A 20-minute presentlition on Wed­
nesday morning was the main reason 
they came. It was the first time Baiptist 
students had a part on the ofificial con­
vention pro.gram. They also came to 
"rap" (have dialogue) with ofiller mes­
sengers . 

"Rap" sessions were held in the "Rap 
Room" of tiheir booth in tJhe •convention 
display ,area. Leaders said students 
hoped to create a better atmosphere 
and understanding among Soutlhern 
Baptists. 

Bob Young of Hopkinsville, Ken­
tucky, ohairman of tJhe student ,commit­
tee that planned convention participa­
tion, said students wanted to help the 
"older generation" to see tlhat. "We 
really want to !helip meet the needs of 
the wor.ld." 

At an orienbation session Monday 
afternoon, Young, former .president of 
tihe Tennessee state BSU, s,aid, "We 
don't want them (the Southern Baptist 
Convention) to get the impression we 
are on tlhe outsid·e throwing rocks. We 

want to be on tihe inside making the 
ohanges tJhat need to be made to meet 
the needs of the day through the 
ohurches." 

A Virginia student, Lois Weaver of 
Roanoke, summed u:p wlhy students 
came in tes•timony during "Students 
Speak Up," the Wednesday morning 
presentation. 

Miss Weaver dh!allenged messengers 
to "use us in our Christi•an concern for 
our wor.ld. Help us to form opinions in 
the area of social concern, guide us in 
commitment to those concerns, then 
take us a step beyond commitment and 
in-to action." 

"Students Speak Up" brought mes­
sengers to tiheir f·eet, joining in the 
singing of "Amazing Grace" and ap­
plauding their ,approval. Yo u n g 
summed up the convention's reaction 
wilih one word, "great." 

Four students and a folk music group 
part'ki,pated in the muHi-media presen­
t'ation. 

The feature opened with Jenny Estes 
of Naslhville, Tennessee, attempting to 
sing "Amazing Grace." The George 
Peabody Col4e•ge graduate student was 
interrupted by slhouting voi-ces o,f other 
students. The Bridge, a Baptist musical 
group from the University of A1abamia, 
£med the void when Miss Estes left 
the stage. 

Other students, Miss Weaver, David 
Dixon of Longview, Texas, and Joe 
Wylie of Henderson, Tex,as, told Miss 
Estes sometihing is going on amon,g 
Baptist students. 'Dhey told her to have 
faith. 

Ed Culpepper, leader of the Bridge 
said, "working in tJhe cihuroh and 
through the churdh we (students) have 

• greater opportunity to share Jesus 
Cecil Irwin. pastor of First Baptist Church. Clay, presents credentials as messenger. Christ." (BP) 
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Overflow Crowd Sees Joint C~mmissioning Service 
Southern Baptists' 30 newest mission­

aries received their marching orders at 
Kiel Auditorium Wednesday night and 
headed for service to the accompani 0 

ment of 13,000 Baptists singing "Send 
Me, 0 Lord, Send Me." 

For the first time in history the 11.5 
million member denomination's Home 
Mission Board and Foreign Mission 
Board commissioned missionaries in a 
joint service. 

The missionaries are headed for Ar­
gentina, Venezuela, Indonesia, North 
Brazil, Korea, Botswana, Buyana, Bel­
gium, Ohio, New York, Michigan, Indi ­
ana, Massachusetts, California and West 
Point, New York. 

Their specialties include medicine, 
teaching, preaching, women's work, stu­
dent work, dealing witJh ethnic and cul­
tural minorities and social work. 

Some are recently wed and some are 
parents of college students . One is un­
married. Some told of their children's 
missionary dedication. One is a product 
of Soubh ern Baptist missions in Pana­
ma. One described himself as a 
"through and through Yankee." Others 
are southerners and midwesterns. 

Baker J. Cauthen, Richmond, Vir­
ginia, executive secretary of the For­
eign Mission Board, charged the mis-

sionaries to remain faithful to their 
calling. 

Arthur B. Rutl edge, Atlanta, Geor­
gia, executive-secretary of the Home 
Mission Board, charged the messengers 
to sustain the appointees with prayer 
and adequate finances. He praised the 
churches for producing the yo ung mis­
sionaries and urged the audience to 
consider whether they should personal­
ly go as reinforcements. 

The crowd overflowed the 11,000 seat 
convention hall in Kiel Auditorium. Al­
most 2,000 sat across the stage in the 
adjoining Opera House. They viewed 
the service from the rear and saw pic­
tures of program personalities projected 
in giant screens. 

The Foreign Mission Board's empha­
sis on overseas work led up to the 
commissioning. The program sought 
prayer · and financial boosts for 2,500 
foreign missionaries stationed in 76 
countries. Last year foreign mission­
aries taught 90,000 students in 713 
schools; admitted 926,000 patients to 
hospitals, and won 61,000 convel'ts. 

James Flamming, pastor of First Bap­
tist Churoh, Abilene, Texas, and a 
member of the elected Foreign Mission 
Board, pleaded for the Convention to 
keep missions as its top priority. 

BWA Pres. Stresses Communications 
Communication with Ohristians in 

mainland China and other restricted 
countries was the goal expressed Wed­
nesday, June 2, by the president of the 
Baptist World Alliance. 

V. Carney Hargroves of German­
town, Pennsylvania, told messengers to 
the Southern Baptist Convention that 
renewing contacts with Ohina Ohris­
tians should be a result of BW A 
emphasis on reconciliation through 
Christ. 

Hargroves referred to Alliance action 
in Cuba, where both American Baptists 
and Southern Baptists have had mis­
sions work . Neither convention has 
been able to maintain contact w ith 
Baptists there. "'I'he Baptist Wodd Al­
liance has been able to do in Cuba 
what neither convention could do by 
itself. I cannot spell this out." 

The 70-year-old min-ister, a member 
of the first Christian group from Amer­
ica to enter the Soviet Union after 
Stalin's death , praised Baptists in East­
ern European countries. "Their church 
acti\·itics are often limited as is reli­
gious freedom. Some suffer persecution 
and hardship. Yet they often exhibit 
faith and courage . which challenge and 
inspire us who live in the west," he 
said. 

Hargroves urged Baptists to concen-
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trate more on their oneness and to dem­
onstrate it by action. He said that the 
Alliance serves Baptists by al'lowing 
identification, giving inspiration and 
permitting cooperation. 

"I believe the similarities between 
our Baptist groups, conventions, unions, 
are measurably greater than the dis­
similarities," he said. 

Earlier in the morning session, tihe 
six seminaries of the Souuhern Baptist 
Convention S1howed messengers their 
services and purposes through a v isual 
presentation. 

Six missionaries and pastors, a stu­
dent, and a teacher attested via tape 
recording to the role seminaries have 
played in their lives. 

"Southern Baptists can • be justly 
proud that their six seminaries educate 
almost 20 percent of all the Christian 
ministers in America. That's one out of 
every fi ve men and women called to 
church vocations in this generation," 
the narrator said. 

The presentation also said that the 
seminaries operate at bhe lowest cost 
per student of any major denomination 
in the United States. 

About 20 percent of the SBC's unified 
budget system goes to the seminaries. 
More than 4,500 students are enrolled. 
(BP) 

"It seems as if mission priority has 
lost itself in the denominational shuf­
fle," Flamming said. 

'·Denominational bickering makes our 
deliberations sound more like a prize 
fight than a prayer meeting. Clamor 
for institutional support is so much 
louder than the quiet voice of mission­
aries t hat we are distracted from the 
main purposes at hand," he charged. 

Flamming's church gives 48 percent 
of its annual gifts to missions. Its an­
nual gifts to the special Christmas of­
fering for foreign missions have aver­
aged $44,000 a year recently. 

Jesse Fletcher, director of the mis­
sions support division o{ the FMB, told 
the crowd, "The flip side of -going as 
missionaries is God's call to support 
those who go." 

Cautlhen's address celebrated 1a recent 
upswing in Cooperative Program gifts 
and a record $16,220,104.99 Ohristmas 
offering which will enable the board 
to continue advance in spite of its un­
increased Cooperative Program alloca­
tion for 1972. 

Oauthen said the board aims to .ptace 
200 new missionaries under appoint­
ment in 1971. The FMB budget must be 
increased $4 million each year -to main­
tain advance. (BP) 

Altus Newell, center, votes approval of 
the report of committee on boards. 
Newell, pastor of Buffalo Lick church 
in Sherby county, was one of Kentucky's 
two representatives on this committee. 
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'Committed Minority' Called For 
"Here is my life," sang almost 3,000 

women and a generous sprinkling of 
men in a resounding finale to Southern 
Baptist Woman's Missionary Union's 
annu·al meeting May 31 at Kiel Audi­
torium. 

The three-session, one-day meeting 
was climaxed by a time of commitment. 
In song, prayer, Scripture and medita­
tion, the audience was urged to pled,ge 
personal commitment to missions. 

The Volunteer State Chorale, minis­
ters of music from Tennessee, wove the 
service together with special music such 
as "Hallelujah," by HandeL Claude H. 
Rhea, Jr., of Birmingtham, Al'abama, 
and Gene Bartlett of Oklahoma City, 
directed congregational music and sang 
in tandem. 

Each session spotlig,hted one of 
WMU's purposes: mission study, mis­
sion action and mission support through 
prayer, money and preparation of mis­
sionary vocation volunteers. 

Mrs. R. L. Mathis of Waco, Texas, 
who was reelected .for a third term as 
president of the 1.3 million-member or­
ganization, asked women to make more 
than a token commitment to WMU's 
goals. 

"We must determine to act on a high­
er commitment to Christ's plan," she 
said. 

Alma Hunt of Bir~ingham, Alabama, 
executive secretary of WMU, C'alled in 
three addresses for a "committed mi­
nority" of women. 

"WMU is committed to heLping the 
church make of itself a force in the ' 
world through mission action. Our goal 
is not only to help people in Christ's 
name but to change attitudes through 
action." 

Porter Routh of Nashville, Tennessee, 
executive secretary of the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, and Baker J. Cauthen of 
Richmond, Va., executive secretary of 
tJhe Foreign Mission Board, both 
praised the women for tlheir part in a 
recent upsurge in Cooperative Program 
gifts. 

Cauthen also thanked the women for 
their promotion of the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Foreign Mis­
sions, which recently rang up a record 
total of $16,220,104.99. 

Artlhur B. Rutledge of Atlanta, Geor­
gia, executive secretary of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board, e:irpressed 
optimism for the annual home missions 
offering now being reported. 

Two foreign missionaries and two 
home missions executives spoke dur­
ing the meeting. Robert C. Davis, Jr., 
missionary to Vietnam, said that re­
gardless of division in the United States 
over the nation's role in Southeast 
Asia, Southern Baptis,t missionaries are 
certain God wants missionaries in the 
country. 

Davis praised Ba~tist service men 
stationed in Vietnam who have helped 
the missionaries minister to human 
needs of the Vietnamese. 

Mrs . R. L. Mathis (left/ of Waco, Texas, 
was elected to another term as president 
of Woman's Mission Union and Mrs. 
Roy E. Snider (center/ of Camden, Ar­
kansas, as recording secretary. They met 
with Miss Alma Hunt, executive secre­
tary of WMU, between sessions of the 
woman's auxiliary. 

Wendell Belew, of Atlanta, director 
of the division of missions at tihe Home 
Mission Board, pledged partnership 
with WMU in sharing Ohrist with 
Americans. 

"WMU mission action implements 
home missions, while home missions 
uses mission ,action wiherever women 
are organized to work. Wihere WMU is 
not in existence, home missionaries 
want it organized immed-iately," he 
said. (BP) "Where tlhere's a woman, there's a 

way," she repeated. "WMU _was born 
out of the need for mission su,pport. We 
are committed today as we were in 
1888 to sustaining missions." Miss· Hunt 
described the popular interest in educa­
tion as an asset to WMU's desire to 
make churches aware of the world mis­
sions situation. 

Kentuckian Addresses Assoc. Workers 
About 100 Soutlhern Baiptis-t superin­

tendents of associational missions heard 
three major addresses, elected officers 
for the coming year, and participated 

Mr. cind Mrs. J. S. Woodward of Lexington were two of the many Kentuckians that 
attended the Southern Baptist Convention in St. Louis. 
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in other presentations during their five­
hour meeting Monday at Third Baptis,t 
Ohurclh, St. Louis. 

New president o;f the group is Harold 
Gregory, superintendent of missions for 
tlhe Nashville Tenness•ee Baptis•t Associ­
ation. G . .A:1'len West, Jr., executive di­
rector of Long Run Baptis-t Association, 
Louisville, Kentucky, was elected vice 
president. Reelected secretary was C. 
Melvin Rlatheal, d'irector of metropoli­
tan missions, Catalina Association, Tue: 
son, Arizona. New treasurer is Robert 
Helmich of the Muskogee Association 
in Oklahoma. 

In a message concluding the morning 
session, West said the association wiH 
have a place of growing importance in 
tlhe next 30 years, if it can be flexible 
enough to see the changes taking place 
in society and in the churches and bring 
about program changes at the church 
and community level to meet the needs 
confronting tihem. 

In business session, the group made 
several constitutional changes, and rec- · 
ognized those with 20 years of service. 
(BP) 
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Kentuckians Share Convention Observations 
C. GLENN SULLIVAN, pastor 
First Baptist Church, R:issellville 

"This was the quietest con \' ention I have ever attend­
ed. The fact can probably be attributed to the excellent 
way Dr. Bates, the president, handled the convention pro­
cedure and the strict line held by the parliamentarian. 

"The lack of hostility this year in the pre-convention 
meeting added to the more subdued atmosphere of the 
convention. 

'"Our own s ate presidrn \ Dr. John Claypool, spoke a 
strong prophetic word in the convention sermon and as a 
Kentuckian I was delighted that we could share him with 
the convention. 

"I would have preferred to give the Sunday School 
Board more time to deal with the committee problem 
for this type of action takes time." 

"The overall emphasis "In The Spirit of Christ" may 
have reminded us of our central motivating force and 
kept our convention on a better note.'' 

C. WELTON GADDY, pastor 
Beechwood Baptist Church, Louisville 

"Carl Bates did a superb job as president. Moderating 
the discussion of controversial issues, he labored at get­
ting all points of views verbalized and then he attempted 
to bring reason to rule over emotions. Multi-media pre­
sentations enlivened agency reports. Wisdom was used 
in providing a time for Southern Baptist young people 
to speak to the messengers and this portion of the agenda 
was extremely well done. 

"Some actions during the convention pro_mpted a more 
negative response on my part. A basic susp'icion concern­
ing convention leadership seemed to undergird the oppo­
sition which arose because various matters had to be 
referred to the appropriate committees of the convention 
ral1her than be aired on the floor. Apparently no thought 
was given to the amount of time and concern which con­
stitute a committee's work or to the conscientious and 
representative make up of these committees. The renewed 
reprimand of t,he Sunday School Board concerning the 
Broadman commentary, though tragic in principal, will 
perhaps prove best for the English author who has 
labored so long and hard. 

'"No consistent rational was apparent in the conven­
tion's adoption and rejection of resolutions. Sur prised 
at the adoption of a resolution on abortion, I was deeply 
disappointed at the reaction to the resolution concern ing 
peace. Voting to recognize no moral ambiguities in the 
Vietnamese war and fail'ing to encourage an accelerated 
troop withdrawal, the convention followed a historical 
precedence which permits statements supportive of peace 
but prohibi' s any condemnation of war. Perhaps though, 
tihe greatest personal disappoihtment came through ob­
serving messengers who shout at or walk out on speak­
ers with whom they disagree. As our president reminded 
us, we have not always carried on our bus-iness in Christ 
honoring ways. 

'"Before the convention met, an editor raised tthe ques­
tion as to what Southern Baptis'.s would say to the world 
in Sl. Louis. Though debatable, the answer can probably 
best be summ3rized in t:he words 'Not anything really.'" 
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JOHN DUNAWAY, pastor 
First Bapt-ist Church, Corbin 

"This year's convention found fellowship in the hotel 
lobby and exhibition hall while t-he business and inspira­
tion were in Kiel Auditorium. Though no dominant con­
troversial cloud hung over the convention as a year ago, 
s:ill we managed minor arguments over tthe Broadman 
Commentary and the many resolutions. But this is our 
Baptist prerogative. 

"I was grateful for the firm but fair hand of President 
Bates. 'Ilhis I think kept the order and good spirit of the 
body. The most moving experiences for me were the tes­
timonies of those committed missionaries which through 
the presence of God made this the convention's finest 
hour." 

HERB JUKES, pastor 
Fairview Baptist Church, Ashland 

"This was a well planned and adeptly chaired con­
vention that should compare favorably with the best. 
The commentary issue was presented and acted upon 
without the confusion and ill manners displayed at the 
Denve: convention. There ap~eared to be a new spirit 
or desire to draw closer in cooperation and a healthier 
attitude toward t'he action taken by the convention. The 
messages were well designed to help the messengers find 
direction for ministry in a confused world. Dr. Bates has 
:nade an outstanding pr·esident and his kind of leadership 
1s needed m our convention today." 

EARL WARFORD, superintendent of missions 
Blood River Association 

"To me \lhe outstanding t'hing was the way President 
Carl Bates presided at the business session. He made 
sure that every thing was done wit1h decency and order 
and yet kept it from looking as if it were all cut and 
dry. He gave everyone an opportunity to speak that he 
could. 

"And in those .little moments when things could have 
deteriorated, he was able to hold us together. The tone 
of the whole convention was set by the way President 
Ba · es presided. 

" 'Ilhe spiri'.ual highlights were tihe song sermons by 
Jo Ann Shelton. Other t•han that it was a very ordinary 
convention. 

J . CHESTER BADGETT, pastor 
CampbeHsville Baptist Ohu~h, Campbellsville 

"It is my feeling tihat · the conV'ention was held "In 
the Spirit o.f Christ" in the joy of renewed fellowship, 
the reports from the agencies, the advance in areas of 
social concern and in plans for future advance. 

"The highpoint of tihe convention was the presenta­
tion by tlhe Home and Foreign Mission Boards whose 
plans for the future are challenging. 

"A feeling of frustration developed when it appeared 
that parliamentary maneuvering would deny tihe messen­
gers the right to come to grips with matters of deep 
concern. Later when more freedom was granted the mes­
sengers manifested their competency to deal construc­
tively with these matters." 
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Convention Releases Hospitals, Makes Bylaw Changes 
The Sou!hern Baptist Convention di­

vested itself of ,two hospitals, located 
its 1976 meeting in Norfolk, Virginia, 
adopted a 1972 budget of $24,630,589' 
and altere.d its bylaws at the opening 
session of its 114tlh annual meeting 
Tuesday at Kiel Aud'itorium. 

'I'he hospital vote completed a sepa­
ra,tion process begun 1,ast year. 'I'he 

New offi cers of the . Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee are: 
(left to right/ Owen Cooper, Yazoo 
City, Mississippi, chairman; Stewart 
Sims, Greer, South Carolina, vice chair­
man ; Porter Routh, Nashville, Tennes­
see, executive secretary-treasurer and 
Mrs. Ned King, Dallas, Texas, secretary . 

Evangelist Meeting 
Draws Large Crowd 

People fanned themselves and praised 
·God in the auditorium of 'I'hird Baptist 
Church in St. Louis Wednesday a!fter­
noon during the 16th annual nat,ional 
Conference of Southern Baptist Evan­
gelists. 

An estimated 3,500 people <filled all 
the seats, lined the walls and over­
flowed into tJhe lower auditorium as a 
succession of evangelists and muskians 
preaohed and sang for four hours. 

Evangelists Clyde Chiles of St. Louis, 
Sam Cathey of Tulsa, and Bob Harring­
ton of New Orleans preached. Bill Glass 
of Mobile, Alabama, also scheduled to 
speak did not at-tend the conference. 

An hour of gospel music opened the 
program, and several "music evangel­
ists" performed between sermons. 

Conference president Charles Masse­
gee of Dallas said the crowd was the 
largest and "the spirit was the best" 
of any session in his memory. (BP) 
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hospitals 'in Jacksonville, Florida, and 
New Orleans, Louisiana, now become 
private institutions, effective Septem­
ber 1. 

Messengers voted to hold tlhe South­
ern Baptist Convention June 15-17, 
1976, in Norifolk. Consideration of tihis 
site was reierred last year to the Ex­
ecutive Committee for study after mes­
sengers objected to the distance be­
tween some hotels and the meeting 
site. A subcommittee of the Executive 
Committee visited Norfolk and report­
ed t•hat facilities are adequate. 

The 1972 Cooperative Program bud­
get the messengers approved covers a 
nine-month span created created by a 
change in the convention's fiscal year. 
It does not represent an increase in 
operating funds. Coopera1Jive Program 
receipts at 'the end of last year reflect­
ed only a 1.79 pericent increase over tlhe 
previous year. 

Porter Routh of Nashville, Tennes­
see, executive secretary of the Execu­
tive Commibtee, reported Cooperative 
Program receipts have picked wp dur­
ing tJhe first five months of tlhis year, 
increasing 5.6 percent over tlhe same 
period last year. 

The bylaw change permits tJhe SBC 
president to appoint the resolutions 
committee at least sixty days in ad­
vance of lhe convention rather tlhian on 
the first day of the •convention. 

Another bylaw alternation requests 
th•at • ·copies of proposed resolutions be 
submitted to tlhe ,committee thirty days 
before tlhe Convention to make possible 
more thorough consideration and to 
exipedite resolutions committee work. 

In answer to a question by Ail Engle­
mann of San Pablo, California, Con-

vention President Carl Bates said tihe 
new bylaw will not prohibit offering 
of resolutions from the floot during 
the convention. 

Other by'law changes permits the 
convention order o,f business commit­
tee, rather 'tihan the president, to ap­
point the mus'ic director for ,the con­
vention. 

In otlher business, the Convention 
reaffirmed principles of tihe Coopera­
tive Pro-gram, the unified budget sys­
tem .adopted in 1925. A new feature 
in the principles is an injunction to 
states not to cut tlhe per,centage of Co­
operative Program ,funds leaving the 
state for national causes without giv­
ing SBC representatives a chance to 
present their agencies' needs. 

'Dhe convention also adopted ·recom­
mendations pert•aining to representa­
tion in tJhe Northern American Baptist 
Fellowship and agreed on a rate scale 
for annuities paid ·by agencies of tlhe 
SBC. Messengers also asked the Radio 
and Television Commission, Forei,gn 
Mission Board, and Home Mission 
Board to work out pro,cedures for us­
ing broadcast media in missions. 

F'oHowing study of the basis of rep­
resentation in the Convention, the Ex­
ecutive Committee recommended that 
no •changes be made, since no improv­
ing idea had been suggested. The mes­
sengers concurred. 

'I'he Convention also .adopted recom­
mendations for promotion in 1973-74. 
'Dhe approved emplhasis is called "Share 
the Word Now." It includes an out-line 
of tihree projects for witnessing, in­
volving people in Bible s-tudy, and 
starting new missions and churohes. 
(BP) 

Following is the text a:f a ,communication from President Richard M. 
Nixon to tlhe messengers of the Southern Baptis-t Convention. Text follows·: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 

May 28, 1971 

'I'O THE MESSENGERS OF THE 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

It is a pleasure for me to greet you ;is you gather for your annual 
meeting - r,eminding alll of us once BJgain of your considerable adhieve­
ments and of tJhe dynamic role you play in our nation's l'iife. 

Your oz,ganization has thrived in adversity. The thorny path has but 
increased your strength. And your gains have been a blessing for our 
country. 

The sustaining spiri,tual support you have given to the leaders of this 
country in times of crisis, the understanding and compassion which you 
have shown to your fellow citizens, the Christian charity tlhat fi-Us your 
ranks and inspires your public service: these have earned you a nation's 
enduring respect. 

As one who continues to be hear.tened by the sellfless spirit of your 
mission, I share your confidence in the future, and trust you-r deliber,ations 
wi:11 further your important work in our society. 

Ricllard Nixon 
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Cumberland College professor George Ramey spent many hours manning the dis­
play booth of this Kentucky Baptist school. Many young people stopped to talk . 

Georgetown College president Robert Mills spent much of his time on the platform 
as a member of the convention's committee on ord.er of business. 

CAMPBEL 

Campbellsville College took pains in their display promoting the school's program. 
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Laymen Not Prepared 
For Major leadership 
Post Speaker Asserts 

Laymen hold the keys for c.'Ommuni­
ca:ting witlh and unders-tandin,g modern 
man, Fred Rlhodes of Washingiton, D.C., 
first vice president of tihe Southern 
Baptist Conven'tion, said in St. Louis, 
Monday n'ight, May 31. 

In a major addr ess to tlhe Ba,ptist 
Men's Conference at Southwest Baptist 
Ohurch, Rhodes . dedared that "'the 
world of the 'earth ·,people' is sure and 
simple a layman's world. l.Jaymen w ork 
and live where the action is." 

The conference, sponsored by tlhe 
Brother.hood Commission o,f the South­
ern Baptist Convention,' attracted lay­
men from more ,tlhan 30 states. Rlhodes 
was one of six speakers on the tlheme 
"Laymen in Missions." 

Laymen gripe 
"For years laymen have gr1ped that 

there was no place for them in the 
Convention," tlhe deputy administrator 
of the Veter ans AdIIl'inisttration said. 
"If that were t rue, it is no exx:use." 

He asked if tlhere is not a need for 
laymen in the field of education or as 
Convention executives. He asked wihy 
laymen are not used in hard-to-fill jobs 
in the state conventions or as editors 
of Baptist sta,te paipars. 

The answer he said is tha't l'aymen 
have not p r epared themselves to take 
tlhe jobs. 

"There wiH be a lay involvement in 
the convent'ion because laymen are con­
cerned and cannot be contained within 
the four walls of the churclh. This con­
cern wi!J.11 press our denomina,tion into 
new -frontiers of exipression," Rhodes 
said. 

James Johnson of Arlington·, Texas, 
a compU:tor specialist, told hoiw laymen 
can become involved in miss-ions 
through tiheir vocations. He challenged 
tJhe Home and Forei·gn Mission Boards 
to provide assistance and guidance to 
vocational missionaries. 

Smaller terms needed 
"The boards can e:x;press mission 

needs • in sma~l terms tlhat can be un­
derstood and met by individua1s and 
small groups of laymen. 

"The Brotherhood Commission a nd 
various stJate missions agencies can es­
tabl'ish mission project information of­
fices where missions needs and mis­
sion'S resources (men and material) can 
be matched into functioning .projects," 
the computer expert said. 

Jack . Stanton of Atlanta, Georgia, 
evangeil'ism consultant for the Baptist 
Home Mission Boa rd, told how laymen 
can be involved in missions through 
evangelism. He shared the results of 
recent lay evangelism schools. (BP) 
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Pastors Hear 
Supported by an enthusiastic crowd 

at the ·closing session of the Southern 
Baptist Pastors' Conference, W. A. 
Criswell of Dallas vigorously reaf, 
firmed "the inerrant and infallible 
word of God" Monday night at Kiel 
Auditorium. 

'Dhe Amen-punctuated sermon by 
Criswehl, former president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, to more 
than 7,000 persons ended a day :packed 
with 15 sermons on various aspects of 
preachers and their ministry. 

Speakers at tlhe closing session exam­
ined "God's Preacher as a Person," 
whil:e tlhose at morning and aJfternoon 
sessions scrutinized him as a prophet 
and as a person facing the world's 
problems and temptations. 

The preachers elected John Bisagna, 
pastor of First Baptist Churdh of Hous­
ton, Texas, as their next president. 

Gene Rhillips, .pastor of University 

Clear Creek Baptist School president. D . 
M . Aldrich, right, promotes the school. 

George Munro, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Fort Thomas, appears to be en­
joying the Thursday morning session. 
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Criswell On Biblical Infallibility 
Baptist Church, Peoria, Illinois, was 
chosen vice president and Bill Wallace, 
pastor of Woodlawn Baptist Ohureh of 
Oharlotte, NortJh Carolina, secretary. 

"The preacher's special mandate is 
to preach the Word of God" - the 
Bible - which says tlhat "all Scripture 
is inspired of God." said Criswell, pas­
tor of Dall~s• First Baptist Churdh, 
largest am ong the 34,360 in the denomi­
nation with 15,000 members. "This in­
troduces us to the long and bitter con­
troversy about the inerrant and infalli­
ble Word of God." 

Criswell criticized "modern intellec­
tuals" who would say "the B~ble is like 
Aesop's Fables - fuill of fairy tales" 
and cited historical and scientific in­
formation in efforts to rebuff persons 
wtho claim tlhe Bible contains historical 
and scientific ei,ror. 

Citing a library in Paris which he 
said contains tlhree-and-a-ha1f miles of 
obsolete scienrce texts, Criswell jabbed 
at those wlho would "rewrite the Bible 
on the basis of the latest scientific in­
formation." 

Crisweill referred ,to archaeology 
w1h1ch in alil its probing into "tens of 
thousands of years of history'' has nev­
er ,made "even one discovery contra­
dicting tlhe Word of God!' and "tens of 
thousands wfhiah uphold the Bible." 

Evolutionists, who convince young 
people tlhait tlhey evolved "firom a green 
scum in the dawn of time" drew Cris­
well's particular disapproval. 

"These young ,people say it (evolu­
tion) is proved by drosophila - the 
fruit fly," he declaTed with a oharac­
teristic jaib of tlhe finger. He said that 
sciellltists have bombarded tlhe fruit 
fly's genes producing mutations equiv­
alent to thousands of generations. 

"But he is stil!l drosophila," Criswell 
tihundered, "not a june bug or a bumble 
bee. Never has there been an instance 
to known science where tlhere has been 
a .transmission from one species to an­
other. It's like . it says here in the 
book." 

Earlier, Grady Cothen, president of 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Sem­
inary, chided Baptists who engage in 
bitter battles over the Bible. 

"One of tlhe strangest things in all 
Christendom is tihe fights we have 
about our Bible. We engage in a con­
test on who is ,the most ortlhodox. 
Many of us almost ihate one another 
over the Scriptures." 

He outlined pressures and tempta­
tions to whidh Christian integmy must 
be applied, including sexuality, dishon­
esty, hostilities and hatred and temp- • 
tation to insinuate fa!lsely ,abowt others, 
including the tendency to oarelessly 
label others as liberal or unscr1ptural. 

Jon F. Meek, Jr., of New York told 
the pastors that 'ltlhe spiritual poverty 
of tlhe city is so great that it demands 
the attention of our conven1tion. It de­
mands priority attention. It demands 

that we give attention Ito the invest­
ment of missions funds ... to the at­
tention of men, money and . methods 
and any and everything that will bring 
to bear an eflfective witness for Christ." 

Meek, missions director of the Baip­
tist General Convention of New York, 
said preachers and ohurehes must not 
run from the ciity,· as they would nat­
uraHy tend to do, but stay and minis­
ter to tlhe ·people. 

Other speakers included fomier SBC 
President J. D. Grey, pastor of . First 
Baptist Chureh, New Orleans; James 
Hester of DaUas, associate in the evan­
gelism division of the Baptist General 
Convention of Te,cas; Joihn F . Gibson, 
pastor of Wesleyan Drive Baptist 
ChurClh, Macon, Georgia; W. Fred 
Swank, pastor of Sagamore Hill Bap­
tist Chlurdh in Ft. Worth, Texas, and 
former SBC President H. Franklin 
Paschall of NaslwHle, Tennessee. (BP) 

Madisonville pastor Harold Purdy was 
the only Kentucky member of the BBC 
executive committee able to attend the 
group's Monday meeting. 

Carrollton pastor Tom Steele, center, 
visits with friends in display area. 
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Financial Goals Set, Other Reports Adopted 
Messengers to the Southern Baptist 

Convention accepted goals Tuesday for 
drastically increasing their financial 
gifts during the next four years. • 

In response -to recommendations from 
the Southern Baptist Stewardship Com­
mission the messengers accepted a goal 
to give a whopping billion dollars an­
nually through tiheir 34,500 churches 
by 1975. 

Goals also called for an annual in­
crease of 100,000 tithers, 100 million 
dollars in gifts annually through the 
Cooperative Program by 1975, 99 per­
cent of the churches giving through 
the Cooperative Program, and one mil­
lion Bapt~sts with a current Christian 
will by 1975. 

A second recommendation outlined 
a plan for churches to follow in in­
creasing percentages of offerings go­
ing to tihe Cooperative Program. It 
urged every church to conduct a bud­
get and stewardship emphasis in 1971-
72 using the theme, "Committed . . . 
to Give." 

The stewardship recommendations 
were the only action taken during an 
afternoon of reports from 27 boards, 
institutions, commissions, committees, 
and rel-ated organizations of the de­
nomination. 

Leaders of the agencies made brief 
remarks and referr€d messengers to 
detailed printed reports. 

James L. Sullivan of Nashville, Ten­
nessee, executive secretary of the Bap­
tist Sunday School Board, reported on 
two items referred to his agency in 
last year's convention. 

Regarding a request that the Sun­
d,ay School Board issue identification 
cards for pastors, Sullivan said .the 
elected board members thought that 
certifying and identifying pastors was 
a task of tJhe local church. Sullivan said 
his ·agency would be willing to provide 
blank identification cards for churches 
to use. 

Regarding a request that the Sunday 
Sohool Board insert references to drug 
use and pornograpihy in the church 
covenant, Sullivan pointed out that 
each chureh decides on its own churclh 
covenant. 

Sullivan said the board has produced 
a booklet to guide churohes in writing 
church covenants and that the booklet 
includes suggestions about dealing 
with ·such issues. 

Business introduced earlier in the 
day prompted responses from two ex­
ecutives. 

R. Alton Reed of Dallas, president 
of the Annuity Board, said that rates 
for gift annuities approved on recom­
mendation of the Executive Committee 
have notihing to do witlh the Annuity 
Board's retirement programs. The rate 
scale appl1ies only to annuities given 

Boone's Creek Baptist Camp 
OFFERS 

Something New -

A CHRISTIAN BASKETBALL CAMP 
June 20-25 

Directed by Cecil Tuttle, a Little All­
American at Georgetown College, in recent 
years the leading scorer in the AAU league. 

Fee: $50.00 

Write: Boone's Creek Baptist Camp 
Route 5 
Winchester, Ky. 40391 

or Call : ( 606) 842-630 I 

Features: The best in basketball training, swimming, horseback 
riding, canoeing, and other recr~ational opportunities. A definite 
Christian emphasis. 
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by a person to another person or or­
ganization. 

Paul M. Stevens of Ft. Worth Texas 
executive direc:or of t,he Ra<lio and 
Television Commission, stated that the 
commission did not and never has had 
relationships wit,h other denominations. 
The Radio and Television Commission 
relates only to radio and television sta­
tions, Stevens said. 

He was apparently responding to a 
resolution offered which would pro­
hibit the commission from involvement 
in productions also backed by other 
religious groups. 

Miss Alma Hunt of Birming,ham, Ala­
bama, executive secretar.y of Woman's 
Missionary Union, spiked rumors that 
WMU would favor combinations of or­
ganizations or of missions offerings 
which WMU promotes. 

"You may have heard we favor sucih 
combinations," s:he said. "We do not. 

"WMU is committed to leading 
chul'ches in mission study, mission ,ac­
tion, and mission support. We ask your 
sup.port in keeping this organization 
and giving it tihe vitality it can gain 
from your interest." (BP) 

New Orleans Alumni 
Hear Cooperation Plea 

All six Soutihern Baptist seminaries 
must work together, Grady C. Cotihen 
told alumni of New Orleans Baptist 
'I1heolo•gical Seminary at the annual 
alu,mni luncheon at tJhe Sheraton-Jef­
ferson Hoitel in St. Louis. 

"We are colleagues in C!hrist and we 
must work together," Cothen said. 

Cothen, who was inaugurated May 8 
as sixth president of New Otleans Sem­
inary, was also the recipient of the 
1971 Faculty Award to distinguished 
alumnus. 

Ray Robbins, professor of New Testa­
ment and Greek, •presented a p}aque to 
Cothen signifying the ,award. 

New alumni association officers 
elected included Robert S. Magee, pas­
tor of Temple Baptist Church, Ruston, 
Louisiana, president; Kend1all Smit!h 
minister of music at First Baptist 
Ohurch of Huntsville, Alabama, vice 
president; Iris Deane Starkey, minister 
of musk at Beaufort, South Carolina, 
secretary; and Howard Taylor, pastor 
of Ridgecrest Baptist Church, New­
burg, New York, treasurer. 

Cothen told the alumni t!hat a curric­
ulum revision committee is studying 
the entire structure of tlhe seminary 
educational process. As a part of this 
study, aH alumni were asked to evalu­
ate their own seminary experience, and 
to suggest ways tJhe s·eminary can bet­
ter prepare its graduates to minister 
in the world today and tomorrow, 
Cothen said. 
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Convention Sermon 

The Challenge Of This Hour 
By John R. Claypool 

For most of us, the process of grow­
ing up is an exceedingly difficult and 
demanding pilgrimage. There are so 
many pitfaHs in the movement out of 
infancy into childhood and then out of 
childhood into adolescence and tlhen 
out of adolescence into adulthood. In 
fact, one could say that the going gets 
rougher the further you move along 
tlhis path. The thresholds of challenge 
seem to rise higher and higher with 
eadh successive stage, and by all odds 
the most difficult passage of all to navi­
gate is the one from adolescence into 
mature adulthood. Because of this dif­
f:iculty, we need aU the heltp we can 
possibly get, and this is wlhy the parable 
of the prodigal son has come to mean 
so much to me. What we have here is 
a classic portrait of a young man at 
precisely this point in his developmen­
tal struggle. With mastery of insight, 
Jesus lets us "live in" to such a crisis 
and see from the inside w1hat is in­
volved in negotiating tJhose turbulent 
rapids that separate adolescence and 
adulthood. And He did not tell this 
story just to entertain. He gave it to us 
for our understanding and ,appropria­
tion. We would do well, then, to con­
sider witJh great care this portrait of 
one man's growing up. 

It is quite obvious at the beginning 
of the par.able that tlhe younger son had 
little idea of who he was or what kind 
of world surrounded him. The whole 
world around him was big and alive 
and full of beckoning promise, but his 
vision of it all was blurred and as yet 
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indistind. However, one tlhin,g was cer­
tain - this young man wanted to find 
thin.gs out for himself, and the first step 
toward this goal was to ,get away. He 
had to individuate, to discover where 
His family left ofif and his personhood 
began, and so he walked in one day and 
demanded his inheritance and 1his free­
dom and proceeded to separate himself 
from those human soul"ces· that had 
given him his life and sustained him. 

Perhaps we Slhould pause here a mo­
ment and ask just why the prodigal 
was moved to leave as he did. I do not 
tihink for a moment that any one thing 
is an adequate explanation here. It was 
a combination of many -complex factors 
that powered him "out of the nest," all 
of them rooted in the unfocussedness 
that is •characteristic of tlhis stage in 
life. 

For ex,ample, I am sure tlhere was an 
element of idealism here, tlhat age-old 
desire to go out and -conquer tlhe world 
and cover one's seld' in fame and glory. 
There was also probably some arro­
gance here, a sense in Which "the 
squares" at home were rejected fo;r a 
way of life he was sure he could cre­
ate that would be infinitely more ex­
citing. 'J'lhere ,aJso must have been a 
large dose of naive insensitivity, simply 
not realizing whrat he was doing to the 
feelings or the fortunes of tJhe people 
about him. In asking for his slhare of 
the inheritance at that moment, 'he was 
saying in effect to his father: "I wish 
you were dead and this were your fu­
neral day and the estate were being 

divided." He also was pulling a third 
of the capital out of the family ente.r­
prise and thus reducing its effective­
ness. However, my guess is that the 
prodigal was not even aware of these 
waves that he was making. As i,s typical 
of adolescence, he was so preoccupied 
with himsellf and his simplistic visions 
of grandeur that he buhled on through 
without even noticing how his actions 
were ,affecting those around him. 

It was a combination, then, of many 
factors that propelled him to move 
away from home, and he lost no time 
going to a place designated simply as 
"the far country." And there lhe coNided 
head-on with the realities of a world 
about whic!h he knew very little. Paul 
Tillich used to define reality as that 
which one "comes up against," that 
stubborn otherness of tlhings tihiat exist 
outside our wisihing or creating. Reality 
is what I have to adjust to because I 
find it wiH not adjust to me. Lf I try to 
walk into a wahl five times and eaiclh 
time am refused passage, the call of 
reality is to adjust to that fact and 
start looking for a door. Well, coming 
up against certain things he had not 
created is exactly what tlhe prodigal 
did in the far country, and before he 
knew it his whole inheritance was gone, 
and instead of having beaten tlhe Sys­
tem, tlhe System had beaten him. To 
use a word that was popul.iar in theo­
logical circles a few years ago, the 
prodigal's coUision with reality "de­
mythologized" him; that is, it stripped 
him bare of those romantic ihlusions he 
had had of himself; and unmasked 
,the truth for him and all the world to 
see. There, in the humiliation of a pig­
sty, this Jewislh lad is described as 
"coming to !himse1f"; that is, beginning 
to see the shape of his being in slharper 
and sharper focus. In sUJOh a process; 
•the whole world of images out of which 
he had lived uip to then were called 
into question. His youthful idealism­
the idea tlhat he had no Iri.mits and could 
do ,anything-bad been shattered. He 
also saw the failiracy orf the arrogance 
that had rejected home so totally and 
been so sure he could create something 
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better. The life style that he had been 
so anxious to leave looked very differ­
ent to him from the perspective of the 
pigpen, as he remembered home and 
the family and the hired servants and 
how they all lived in plenty. Then, too, 
his monumental insensitivity was pain­
fully brought home to him. What he 
had done to his father, yea to God and 
all of life, was now no longer blurred, 
but there before him clear and disitinct. 

In a word, the prodigal suddenly 
found himself stripped of the fantasies 
of childhood and face to face with 
realities of his being, and tJhat is always 
a surpassingly crucial moment in the 
pilgrimage of any self. When you real­
ize you are not perfect but have real 
limits and weaknesses, this is a terrify­
ing discovery, and much depends on 
how you respond to such a crisis. The 
prodigal did what most people do; 'hav­
ing finally glimpsed his real condition, 
he went into a real depression and 
made haste to try to give himsel:f away, 
to turn his personhood over to some 
external authority. He decided to go 
back and try to get on as one of 'his 
father's hired servants. In effect, he 
wanted to do "an about-face" on the 
tract of his developmental pilgrimage, 
and move back to the dependence of 
childhood rather than forward to re­
sponsible adultihood. Having discovered 
he was not everything, he concluded he 
was not anything and beat a hasty 
retreat. 

But in this effort the prodigal was 
fortunate beyond measure, because he 
had a fabher who knew wha•t maturity 
was all about and also knew how to 
faci1itate its emergence. Remember 
now, this was the father who had been 
wise enough to let the prodigal go in 
the height of his rebellion. All •through 
his life, I am sure, this father had tried 
to teach his son from without, but he 
was sensitive enough to recognize the 
moment when the boy was no longer 
willing to learn that way. Now he must 
experience for himself - most prob­
ably tl\.rough suffering - what he re­
fused to be taught by another. And in 
that moment the father resisted tJlhe 
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temptation to be overly~protective, and 
turned the boy over to that great teach­
er called Life. It was there he learned 
what he refused to be taught; namely, 
that he was limited and imperfect and 
not a superman, Yet, as he came limp­
ing home that day, the father realized 
in a flash that he had learned this les­
son, and with great skill proceeded to 
finish the delicate process by which the 
prodigal would come to his •true self. 
You are familiar with how he ran to 
meet him and embraced him, and heard 
him blurt out the words of confession 
and plead with his father to allow him 
to become a little child again and live 
as a simple hired servant. But the fath­
er would hear nothing of such a sug­
gestion! In effect, by calling for the 
robe and the ring and the shoes, he 
took the prodigal by the shoulders and 
turned him completely around, and 
faced him again toward adulthood rnth­
er than clhildhood. All this parapher­
nalia that the father called for were 
actually symbols of sonship and part­
nership in the family enterprise. The 
father was •thus saying: "You must not 
go back to t!he helplessness of child­
hood. You were not born to be a slave ; 
you were born to be free, a son of the 
manor house, meant to be a collabora­
tor wHh me and a responsible partner 
in the destiny of tlhis family. I chal­
lenge you to take whrat you · have 
learned in the far country and what I 
am telling you now and grow uip. Put 
away the simplistic no•tions of child­
hood, whatever they may be, and be­
come a man, my son!" 

Right here is the crucial "rite of pas­
sage" between adolescence and matur­
ity, and it consists of two things: one, 
coming •to terms with one's limits, witJlh 
the outward perimeter of one's real be­
ing; and then, within those limits, exer~ 
cising the power one has in responsible 
freedom. Both of these steps were in­
VQlved in the prodigal's fully "coming 
to himselif." It started back in the pig­
sty when he faces up to and accepted 
the true boundaries of his being, but it 
was not completed until there witlh tJhe 
fatlher he also ac-cepted the strength 

within those limits and resolved to be­
gin to use it responsibly and not as a 
hired servant. This is what the _prodigal 
had to go through in putting away 
childish things and becoming a man, 
and this is why the story has come to 
mean so much to me. H sets forth as 
clearly as anything I know this whole 
tricky process of growing up and nego­
tiating entrance into maturity, and 
since we are all bound up in the neces­
sity to do this, such a story can be a 
tremendous help. 

However, this evening, instead of ap­
plying this parable to individual ma­
turity, I would like to focus it in an­
other direction, and use it on a frame­
work of talking about the condition of 
our nation just now and what the 
Churcih is called to do in this hour. 

There are many reasons for choosing 
to apply this parable in what may seem 
to be an unusual way. As we are gatlh­
ered here tonight, we do represent the 
largest single Christian denomination 
in America outside the Roman Cath­
olics, which means we have a signifi­
cant responsibility to our nation. More 
than tlhat, however, is tihe precedent of 
the Biblical evidence and the fact that 
the God of this book is depicted as be­
ing passionately concerned with history 
and what happens to the nations. This 
is why the prophets of the Old Testa­
ment were almost exclusively con­
cerned with the affairs of Israel-her 
condition, her direction. Their concern 
for the nation and their concern for 
God were inseparably bound up togeth­
er because they knew that what hap­
pened to the one was of great signifi­
cance •to the Other. This is a1so why 
Jesus can be seen weeping over Jeru­
salem, the capitol city of His beloved 
homeland, because "she did not know 
the things that made for peace" and 
was headed for calamity. Standing in 
bhis sort of tradition, we Southern Bap­
tists cannot help but be concerned for 
our national life, and for that concern 
to mean anything, it mus,t be coupled 
with insight into where we are as a 
nation. The genius of t'he Old Testa-

(Continued on pa1re 18) 
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ment prophets were not so much their 
foresight as their insight; that is, they 
saw deeply and perceptively into what 
was going on in the present, and thus 
saw the implications resident there for 
the future. Sam Keen defines a wise 
man as one who knows what time it 
is in his life, and in this sense the 
prophets were wise - they- knew bet­
ter than most exactly what time it was 
in Israel's national life and what this 
demanded of the people of God. This 
sort of insight is exactly what we need 
just now as Christians in America, and 
I think the parable of the prodigal son 
can help us here, for it provides us 
with a frame of reference if we are 
willing to look at it that way. 

America's adolescence 
What I am suggesting is that in 

terms of national development, our 
country stands today where the prodi­
gal s'.ood in this parable, and what he 
went through in trying to grow up is 
what we are in the midst of just now. 
Please realize that as far as nations go, 
we are still very young. We will not 
even be two hundred years old until 
1976, which means that we are just 
now moving out of our adolescence 
toward maturity. I would go on to sug­
gest that World War II was the mo­
ment in our his·tory when we gathered 
up our inheritance and left home, and 
the twenty-five years since then have 
been momentous ones indeed, leading 
us finally to a far country called Viet­
nam, where the • many experiences of 
our history have all seemed to culmi­
nate in a painful "coming to ourselves" 
nationally . 

How did we ever get into all this 
complexity? What prompted us to 
leave the simplicities of our childhood 
years? The answer to this question is 
the same as it was for the prodigal; 
namely, a whole combination of rea­
sons, some good, some bad. 

For example, our involvement in the 
wars with Germany and Japan and 
Korea and even North Vietnam have 
had an element of positive idealism in 
them, in that we were attempting to 
side with downtrodden people and keep 
some tyrannical force from overrunning 
and dominating them. I have a good 
friend who feels that Roosevelt and 

Truman and Johnson were all "Christ­
figures" in getting our country to in­
terven~ in foreign places to protect the 
freedom of other people, and while this 
may be overstating the case, there is 
nevertheless a real kernel of truth here. 
The same idealism that called the prod­
igal out of the nest is what called young 
America out of • the isolation of her 
chiidhood. 

By tJhe same token, there also have 
been evidences of arrogance and insen­
sitivity in our behavior as there were 
in th E1 prodigal's. We have become 
somewhat messianic in thinking we had 
to police tJhe whole globe and get in­
volved in every conflict in every coun­
try. We also have been insensitive to 
many of the forces at work in the 
world, particularly the emergence of 
new nations out of colonialism. We 
have tended to see every issue since 
World War II simplistically as a strug­
gle between Communism and anti-Com­
munism, and as strategic as tlhis con­
test may be, it is not the only dynamic 
alive on the world scene, but we have 
been slow to realize -that. 

What I am saying is t,hat America 
moved out into the far country for the 
same mixture of reasons that propelled 
the prodigal, and what happened to 
him tihere is what has happened to us. 
In a word, we have experienced a de­
mythologizing in the last twenty-five 
years, where our illusions have been 
stripped from us and our limits and 
weaknesses laid bare. What have tihese 
last two and one-half decades been if 
not a painful coming to ourselves in 
terms of our nafronal identity? 

America had no faults 
It is absolutely essential to realize 

just how naive and innocent this coun­
try used to be about itse1f and its heri­
tage. I grew up in the 1930's believing 
that Amerka had no faults . Our nation 
was depicted to me as having been 
founded by God-fearing, freedom-lov­
ing people, and that we have developed 
from virtue to virtue without ever 
harming anyone, always sid ing with 
the right, never having started a war 
and never having lost one. In this, I 
think, I was pretty typical of our whole 
nation, and what a collision it was to 
have these myths of innocence shat­
tered. I think it began with tlhe drop­
ping of the Bomb on HirosJhima and 

• FOR INFORMATION AND GROUP DISCOUNTS WRITE 

RAMESES: Be»< 305, Calvert City, Kentucky 42029 

18 

Nagasaki. Even though elaborate ra­
tionalization was given for this action, 
the fact remained that it was America 
who ushered in the Nuclear Age, and 
is still the only nation to have dropped 
an atomic bomb on whole cities. And 
such an action was hard to reconcile 
with those childish images of pure 
goodness. A second agent of demyth­
ologizing was the civil rights movement 
of the 1950's. This one hit me right be­
tween the eyes, for suddenly I had to 
face up to the fact that all of this ideal­
ism about "the American Dream" had 
been empty rhetoric when it came to 
black people. We really had not tried 
to include them in the ideal. I still re­
member -how shocked I was to find that 
at the moment Thomas Jefferson wrote 
the famous words of the Declaration of 
Independence about all men being cre­
ated equal and having inalienable 
rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness, that he was himself a slave 
owner, denying in practice the very 
precepts he professed so eloquently. For 
a whole generation of us, the civil 
rights movement called into question 
the whole fabric of American idealism. 
And finally as a climax has come the 
Vietnam struggle. More than anytlhing 
else it .1has made us aware of our limits, 
of the fact that we cannot do every­
thing everywhere at the same time. 
We are not omni-capable. It also has 
cas•t shadows on our real motivation, 
and caused some people to wonder if 
we do aspire to be a new colonial power 
and really want to dominate the globe. 
In s,hort, the way we always have 
thou•ght of ourselves has been pro­
foundly shaken by what has happened 
in the last twenty-five years, and just 
like t'he prodigal, we as a nation find 
the innocent images of our childhood 
shattered all around our feet. 

Where from here 
Now the crucial question becomes: 

where do we go from here as a nation? 
How will we respond to this crisis of 
"coming to ourselves" nationally and 
being stripped of illusions? In my opin­
ion, we have three alternatives. We 
could ignore the disclosures that have 
come to us in the last decades, and go 
on living with the childish fantasies 
!·hat we are perfect and have no weak­
nesses or limits. In my judgment, the 
radical right-wing forces in the country 
are encouraging us in this direction, for 
they label as treason any criticism of 
America or acknowledgement of limi­
tation. The second alternative is at the 
other extreme, and that is to become 
so shattered by our faults and limits 
that we pull back into ourselves and 
have a national nervous breakdown. 
And again, in my opinion, the radical 
left-wing forces are encouraging us in 
this direction with their total condem­
nation that charges America as being 
absolutely corrupt. The third alterna­
tive is to do what the prodigal did; 

(Continued on page 19) 

WESTERN RECORDER 

~ ~ 

,., 

J. 
•1I 

I , I. 

t • 

• I 

I I 

President's Address <Continued from page 3) 
I remember that farmer uncle tonight and when I am told that if !Jhe church 

docs not lay down its life in service to a needy world our declaration of the 
gospel will fall on deaf ears. 

It is true that at the ·heart of most of our problems is our unwillingness to 
serve in the Spirit of the cross but, hear me tonight, the harvest is the Lord's. 
It is ready for the reaping. Never has the ratio between readiness and reapers 
been so great. The harvest is every\\·here, t•he whole world around, ready. 

I like what Ernest Campbell said recently. In a sermon on t•he tower and the 
king going to war he said: "None of you would be so stup;d as to plan a building 
unless he could finish it or start a war he could not win. Well, neither would 
God! He has the means to win and He means to win!" 

In the midst of the plastic dance of circumstance, our God has prepared a 
harvest the proportion of which staggers the mind. No question about it, the 
harvest is ready. 

There is more emptiness, loneliness, uncertainty, despair, and hopelessness 
in our world than perhaps even before. That's t•he harvest . . . crisis in innum­
erable lives all over the world. 

II 
Our Lord speaks also the Father's option in view of the harvest. 
"Pray that He send." 
This leaves no room for the "amateur providence" notion about who is to go . 

The choice is not ours concerning the person or the place. 
I want to pause here and express my gratitude to God for having led us to 

provide six seminaries and mission leadership with vis,ion enougih to plan to reap 
the harvest both at home and abroad. It is my personal ·hope !,hat we can scotch 
any talk, if S'llCh exists, of cutting back on any phase of our mission outreach. 

We have laid our plans in faith, believing and expec:,ing that the Lord of the 
harvest would exercise His option and send for~h into the harvest His 1'aborers. 
And, He is doing so! Wherever Christians gather, He is moving by His Spirit 
to thrust out those whom He chooses to send. Some of you come to this mee\.ing 
tonigiht under the burden of a caH to go. When you stand up to preach next Sun­
d3y, you will ·preach to some with whom He is dealing in a special way. They 
will be there, maybe standing in the pulpit, with no longer a reason to st,ay in 
the pastorate at horn€ but a hundred reasons for going into the harvest fields 
afar waiting to be reaped. • 

And what is the key to all of this? 
III 

You wouldn't believe it. You will say, "It;s all well and good, but it is too 
idealistic and impractical." And yet, the only order trhe Lord gave is this: "Pray." 

The key to the whole missionary problem is in the -hand of God, not of man, 
and, accprding to our Lord, the key is prayer, not ingenious human schemes. 
Indeed, one could build a strong case against us, based on our hope that if we 
get busy enough we may somehow avoid and evade the necessity of spiritual 
concentration. 

Our Lord gave his disciples this key . It was not a common-sense key. It was 
not a medical key. It was not a civilizing key. It was not an educat,ional key; 
not even an evangelical key; the key is prayer. 

One of the first things that impresses me about this is the diofference between 
our view of prayer and our Lord's view. 

Someone is likely to go away from this •place thinking: "WeH, I 'hag );ioped 
to hear something more practical but all I heard suggested for a wort. dyin,g 
in sin was 'pray.' It is absurd to think that God is going to alter things iry•answer 
to prayer!" But, that is what Jesus said He would do and, if it is stupidity, it is 
stupidity based on His Redemption. 

Can it be that we have said prayers so long until we innoculated ourselves 
against a consciousness of His continuing presence in our hearts? Or, have we 
said prayers in the vain hope of postponing an inevitable confrontation with a 
grieved Spirit by whose help we could really obey our Lord's order. The answer 
must come from your heart and mine. There it stands, "pray ye the Lord of the 
harvest that He send forth 'laborers into His harvest.'" 

Perhaps every person here has heard the story whkh I first heard twenty­
five years ago. It was cast in the setting of our Lord's exaltation and reunion 
with the angelic host. He was questioned about His plan for continuing His mis­
sion on earth. As I recall the story, He indicated !:hat only a s,mal:l band of dis­
ciples were left to continue His min:istry. "But suppose they fail," "Then," said 
He, "I have no other plan." 

Of course, the story cannot be true. There was no margin for failure in 
Redemption's purpose-just the possibility that each generation through dis-
obedience of His Orders would fail to fulfill its mission. ' • 

This is where we stand tonight. We can recognize the Lord's ownership of 
the harvest; His option in sending reapers, His orders for His disiciples, or, we 
can spend our time and energy in endless discussion about "how to get the show 
on the road again." 

It's up to you, Southern Baptists, it's up to you! 
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namely, to accept our limits, and with­
in those limits to begin •to exercise our 
streng . h in freedom and responsibility, 
and to come to this conclusion, our 
country needs the ministry of the 
Church as never before. It is tihe high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus just now 
for the Christian community to act ou-t 
t•he role of the father in this parable 
and lead our nation in maturing. It 
would be suicidal if we •try to ignore 
our limits and go on trying to police 
the whole world. At the same time, it 
wou'ld be tragic indeed for us to retreat 
back into a neo-isolationism and de­
prive the world of the role we have 
been gifted by God to play. 'f\he Church 
must speak out against both of IJhese 
extremes, a:id point rather ·to the two­
fold secret of maturity; namely, the 
embracing of one's limits, and within 
those limits, the exercise of one's pow­
er. Our country is most emphatically 
not a world messiah called to dominate 
everyllhing, but neither are we a hired 
servant. We are a "son of God" in the 
family of nations; we have real limita­
tions, but wHhin those limitations great 
res,ponsibilities for the use of power in 
a way that will be humanizing for all 
tihe world. 

Therefore, my challenge to all of us 
this evening is to be to our beloved 
country what the people of God and the 
spokesmen of God have always been­
facilitators of maturity. Read carefully 
the words of prophets like Isaiah and 
Jeremiah and see how they spoke to the 
nation and warned again and again for 
her neither to overreach in arrogance 
or underreach in apathy, but to be -her­
self, the unique entity God had made 
her to be and wanted her to become. 
This is what we are called to do in our 
day~to be to America what the proph­
ets were to Israel and t'he father was 
to the prodigal. 

This ·is the challenge of this hour. 
God help us as the Body of Christ to 
fulfill it. God help our nation if we 
fail - both her and Him. 

What 'Are Baptists 

Thinking? 
Western Recorder 

Readers Know 
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES • 
(These Lessons for June 20, 1971) 

An Optimistic Faith 
Jeremiah 32:2, 6-7, 9-17 

Jeremiah, a noble character and one 
of God's great prophets, could see that 
the judgment of God upon Jerusalem 
was impending and inevitable. His at­
tempts to alert the people were in vain, 
and the Babylonians began the siege of 
Jerusialem in early 588 B.C. Knowing 
that his people would suffer defeat at 
the hands of the forces of Nebuchad­
nezzar, because of their disobed-ience to 
God, Jeremiah frankly declared what 
the outcome would be. Due to his 
gloomy prediction, which was very un­
popular with those who were convinced 
that the city would not fall, Jeremiah 
was branded as a traitor. 

Jeremiah was accused of treason, was 
arrested, and was imprisoned in the 
palace of Zedekiah, _the king of Judah, 
since it did not appear likely that he 
would make any attempt to eSJCape. 
There is even a strong possibHity that 
the king was fearful tJhat there was an 
element of truth in Jeremiah's predic­
tions and, if they should come to pass, 
he was anxious to have God's man dose 
to him. In spite of his -confinement in 
unpleasant surroundings, Jerem1ah re­
mained hopeful, for he knew that in 
His own good time God was going to 
restore a remnant of the people to Jeru­
salem. 

While Jeremiah was in prison and the 
siege of Jerusalem was in progress, 
God informed the prophet that one of 
his cousins, Hanameel, would come to 
him to enlist his assistance in retaining 
possession of a field which was a part 
of his inheritance. Evidently, his cousin 
was convinced that he would lose his 
property in the current siege; there­
fore, he should dispose of it while he 
could. According to the Jewish law 
(Leviticus 25:25-28), real estate could 
not be sold to anyone outside the fam­
ily of the original owners, so Jeremiah 
could qualify as a buyer. Jeremiah was 
the first man in line for the property 
which was being offered for sale, but 
it was a strange time for anybody to 
buy it. 

It was certainly an act of daring faith 
in the future of Judah for Jeremiah, or 
anybody else, to buy a plot of land in 
Anathoth at the time when the Baby­
lonians were besieging it, but the 
prophet did just that. He made the pur­
chase, paid for the property, acquired 
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the deed; and it was sealed and re­
corded in the presence of witnesses. 
One copy of the deed was placed in ar. 
eartlhen jar and sealed, and a second 
copy was retained by the buyer so that, 
if any questionable procedure were at­
tempted in the future, the two ,copies 
could be compared and the crookedness 
would be exposed. Both copies were 
entrusted to Baruch, Jeremiah's faithful 
secretary, for safekeeping. 

By this purchase Jeremiah proved 
his faith in the future of the nation. 
Moreover, it was symbolic of God's re­
dempt-ion of His people and their res­
toration of their homeland. The land 
which Jeremiah purehased was a token 
of the pledge that at some time in the 
future Judah would again come into 
possession of the land whkh she was 
losing to the Babylonians. Jeremiah's 
daring faith in God and in tihe future 
of the nation after tihe Babylonian exile 
was unquestiioned ,after he personally 
invested his money in land to preserve 
a family heritage. 

Through His prophet, Jere mi ah, God 
sought to make known to His people 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES 

the fact that the approaching defeat of 
their country was not the end of the 
whole affair, so He said: "Houses and 
fields and vineyards shall be possessed 
again in this land." In other words, the 
time would come when their descen­
dants would return to the land from 
which their ancestors had been taken 
into captivity, and they would cultivate 
the soil and r-aise the crops. J ercmiah's 
deed would be preserved until that 
time, therefore, there was not any 

-reason for him to think that he had 
made a poor investment. So, when he 
had completed the transaction, Jere­
miah prayed unto God. All of God 's 
children should pray about matters of 
business. 

Believing in God's creatorship and in 
His providential dealings with His peo­
ple, Jeremiah did not have any diffi­
culty in believing that God would do 
that which was right and best for those 
whom He had created and over whom 
He had the mastery. It is encouraging 
to know that nothing is too difficult 
for God, Whose purpose is always be­
nevicent. 

God Requires Economic Justice 
Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah. 

"Who is like Jehovah?" is t'he meaning 
of his name. Micah was born and 
reared in Moresheth-Oath, a country 
town or village about twenty miles 
southwest of Jerusalem. 

In those terrible days of spiritual de­
cl-ension in Israel and Judah, during the 
latter part of the eighth century before 
Christ, God called Mioah to be His mes­
senger. In vigorous, graphic and varied 

·language, Micah pro-pihes-ied about Sa­
maria and J erusialem, the reSJpeCtive 
capitals of Israel and Judah. Sensing 
the sufferings o-f tihe peasants under the 
cruel pressure of men who had power, 
Micah championed the rights of the op­
pressed against those who wronged 
them. He stood forth against the evils 
of his age with an indescribably de­
lightful heroism and fearlessness whicll 
may well be emulated by all Christians 
today. Micah stressed the fact that one's 
religion should man'ifest itself in up­
right and godly Hving. 

Micah 2:1-3, 8-9 
Wicked thoughts result in evil ac­

tions. Micah pictured the people upon 
their beds, when they should have been 
communing witih God or sleeping, plan­
n1ng oppressive schemes and devis,ing 
ways and means of working them out 
on the following morning. 'Dhey were 
:;o completely given over to sin that 
they could scaI"Cely wait for an oppor­
tunity to practice in wrongdoing to 
others. But God, Who never sleeps, 
knew all their thoughts and intentions. 
God did not have any intention of al­
lowing these haughty and delliant peo­
ple to eSJOape punishment for their gross 
misbehavior. So, He 'hiad His prophet, 
Micah, to warn the covetous and wick­
ed oppressors that He would see to it 
that they would not go Wl!punished. • 

God had always required that con­
cern be shown and consideration be 
given to the poor. As God's faithful 
servant, Micah's heart burned with 
righteous indignation against the op­
pressors of the poor. Micah's back-
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ground made him highly sensitive to 
the poor who were being defrauded of 
even their homes through the crooked 
manipulations of the rich. They were 
so covetous, heartless, and cruel that 
they robbed them of their inheritance 
and their clothing. As we would ex­
pect, the people did not want to listen 
to Micah's indictment of their social 
wrongs and his declaration of the fact 
that their haughty defiance of God 
made their punishment inevitable. 
There was not any way whereby the 
people would be able to evade God's 
judgment upon them for their sins. The 
greedy landlords would have their pos­
·sessions taken from them and they 
would be deprived of their liberties 
because of their unjust treatment to 
which they subjected their contempo­
raries. 

Micah 3:1-4 
Up to this point Micah had been 

speaking of the wickedness of the secu­
lar rulers, but now he turns to the 
prophets and priests. These religious 
leaders were sinners against the light. 
Instead of teaching God's truth to the 
people, their message was trimmed to 
suit their hearers. 

It is bad when secular rulers betray 
their trust, but it is far worse when 
spiritual leaders are unfaithful. So the 
real blame for the deplorable state of 
af.flairs in that day rested on those to 
whom the people looked for guidance. 

Ohapter tlhree begins with a picture 
of the iniquities orf the princes or ruHng 
classes of Micah's day. These ,civil rul­
ers were obligated to know the right, 
to believe in justice and to see that the 
laws were admin-istered in a fair and 
impartial manner. Instead of the princ­
es being what the Lord required them 
to be, they were morally corrupt to 
such an extent that they hated that 
Whi<:'h was good and loved that which 
was evil. Socially they were extremely 
cruel; in fact, to such an extent that 
Micah used the figure of cannibal feast­
ing to describe their cruel and out­
rageous injus-tices. They were so greedy 
and oppressive that they stripped their 
victims of their property and then lived 
on their ill-gotten gains. There was no 
justification whatever for tiheir extor­
tion or exploitation. God's prophet in­
formed t'hese princes that tlhey had 
been divinely abandoned and that they 
would be treated according to their 
merits when they sought His aid. 

To those who had been caught in the 
snare of covetousness, and who were 
utterly oblivious of the rights of their 
fello wmen, Micah, inspired by and 
filled w ith the Holy Spirit, boldly de­
clared the truth about sin and judg­
ment . Micah knew, and told them, that 
God was not pleased with any mere 
self-satisfied conformity with the out­
ward forms of worship when the eter­
nal principles of r,ight and wrong were 
disregarded. He made it perfectly clear 
that for all their offenses against God 
and their fellowmen they were to be 
punished. 
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lems of the '?O's 
generation. 

$3.95 

An Impressive, 
Comforting Service 
that meets the requirements 

of every family calling us 

Kerr Brothers 
FUNERAL HOME 

Lexington, Ky. 
463 E. Main St. e Dial 2-33'5 

HERBERT C. CRALLE 

FUNERAL HOME 
~clwin a. Billock, Prealclent 

Wallace C. Hatler 

Phone 893-5223 

l'ranldori and Peterson Avenue 

Loulaville, Kentucky 
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Religious Educators 
Hear Chafin Discuss 
Reaching Lost Persons 

Most Southern Baptists have "made· 
a profession out of not letting anybody 
find out anytihing important about 
them," Kenneth L. Chafin of Atlanta, 
division of the evangelism department 
of the Home Mission Board, told South­
ern Baptist educators Monday night. 

Chafin, who is spearheading the de­
velopment of workable witnessing tech­
niques for church members, spoke at 
the concluding session of tihe Southern 
Baptist Religious Education Association 
conference which attracted 272 re1i­
gious education workers. 'I1he confer­
ence fea-tured a series of talks on de­
velopments !lhat are happening now in 
church ministries and addresses by sev­
eral denomination leaders including 
Carl E. Bates of Charlotte, North Caro­
lina, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

The association elected Joe Burnet,te, 
minister o.f education at F'irst Baiptist 
Church, Charlotte, Nortth Carolina, 
pres ident. He had been president-elect 
during the past year. 

'11he president-eleot is Jo-hn Durst, 
Sunday School secretary of the Soutih 
Carolina Baptist Convention. Elected 
first vice president was Tom Allerton, 
minister of education, First Baptist 
Churoh, Atl'anta. 

The new second vice president is 
Miss Rita Stewart, dean of women at 
Southwestern Baptist Theologicai Sem-

These Kentucky pastors gathered for a fellowship meal during the convention. 
From left they are Bob DeFoor, Glendale; Wyman Copass, Bowling Green ; Jerry 
Oakley, Owensboro ; Charles Saylor, Paducah ; David Dean, now in Illinois; Harold 
Lee Greenfield, Louisville; and Ray Cosby, Louisville. 

inary, Fort Worth, Texas. William E. 
Young, director of church administra­
tion field services, SBC Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, Tennessee, was re­
elected secretary-,treasurer. 

Burnette succeeded W i 11 i am H. 
Souther, pro-fessor of dhurch adminis­
tration at New Orleans Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, as president. 

During the last 18 mon'tlh'S, Clhafin 
and evangelism workers have devel­
oped a -program designed to help Soutlh­
ern Baptist ahuroh members witness 
effectively to non-Christians. 

Most Southern Baptists, including 
many who are "running our churches," 
don't witness a't all, Chafin said. A ma­
jor reason is tlhat there are almost no 
known "lost ,people" attending churoh 
services and churches have very little 
information about unconverted, un­
ohurched people in tihe"iir communities, 
he explained. 

"ReNgious educators in our churches 
have almost totally 'lost track of the 
lost people. A major revolution in tech­
niques is needed to get in tau.oh with 
lost people." (BP) 

McCall's 20th Anniversary As Seminary President Noted 
Television personality Ralph Ed­

wards of Hollywood, Ca~ifornia, was 
master of ceremonies for a special pro­
duction of "'!'his Is Your Life" Wednes­
day at a luncheon during the annual 
meeting of tJhe Soutihern Baptist Con­
vention . 

TV personality Ralph Edwards hosted 
"This Is Your Life" presentation for 
Duke McCall. Mrs . McCall reminisces. 
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The progI1am honored Duke K. Mc­
Call on his twentietih anniversary as 
president of The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, and 
was tihe highlight of the annual lunc<h­
eon of the seminary's alumni associa- , 
tion. 

Anecdotes from McCall's varied ·ca­
reer were recalled by friends and fam­
ily of tihe Baptist executive, including 
his four sons, his college roommate, 
and his two brothers. 

Robert Denny, executive-secretary 
of the Baptist World Alliance, noted 
that McCall has served on the BW A 
executive committee longer than any 
other man, "24 years and counting." 
He praised the seminary official as "a 
citizen of the world," whose most re­
cent contributions to international un­
derstanding was as chairman of the 
North American Baptist Fellowship. 

Edwards reminded ,the almost 1,000 
alumni present that McCall had been 
the youngest pastor of Louisville's 
Broadway Baptist Church, the young­
est president of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, the youngest ex-

ecutive-secretary of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention Ex,ecutive Committee, 
and tJhe youngest president of Southern 
Seminary. He was elected to the semi­
nary post in 1951 at the age of 36. 

'Dhe program closed witlh a tape-re­
corded salute from evangelis,t Billy 
Graham, wlho praised McCall as 'la 
Ohristian statesman . .. witJh a strong 
commitment to the centrality of the 
Bible and the local churclh as instru­
ments of God." 

Graham, ,a personal friend of McCall 
for many years, has ploaced tihe records 
of his ministry in a special endowed 
collection in tihe seminary's library. 

'I1he program will not be televised 
nationally. Edwards, himself an active 
Christian layman, accepted no fee for 
h'is appearance at t•he alumni presen­
t•ation. 

In a business session during tJhe 
luncheon, the alumni elected J. Her­
bert Gilmore of Birmingham, Alabama, 
to serve as national president, and Don 
Gillis of Lancaster, Ohio, as secretary. 
John McClanahan of Pine Bluff, Ar­
kansas, was named president-elect of 
the association. 
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Christianity Can 
Hope for Christianity to flourish in 

the cities and create new life styles for 
urbanites bloomed in the Home Mission 
Board's report to the Southern Baptist 
Convention Tuesday night, June 1, at 
Kiel Auditorium. 

Cal Guy of Ft. Worth, Texas, profes­
sor of missions at Southwestern Baptist 
Theo~ogical Seminary, described a trial 
run ministry in Brooklyn headed by a 
Baptist layman and supported by such 
governmental personages as the execu­
tive secretary of the New York Real 
Est'ate Board. 

"Hope dies in the cities," Guy said. 
"Of all places to look for tihe birth of 
hope this is the least likely. But the 
dream is there, seeds are planted, and 
the Lord of the harvest has already re­
vealed some tender shoots of hope and 
love and response in a soil which has 
been thoroughly plowed by forces 
which have harnessed the horses of 
the apocalypse to turn furrows of ag­
ony in the souls of underprivileged 
people." 

Guy related examples of white 
churches in the South relating to black 
congregat ions in New York , resulting 
in affection and acceptance of minis­
tries. 

Laymen Challenged To 
Better Stewardship 

Owen Cooper, former first vice~presi­
dent of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, challenged laymen Wednesday af­
ternoon to meet the responsibilities of 
missions. 

Cooper, a Yazoo City, Mississippi, 
business executive, w;is one of seven 
speakers who shared visions a-bout mis­
sions activity and support at t!he Lay­
men's Forum on Mission Involvement. 

"We need a revolution in our churclh­
es that would result in so efifective a 
demonstration of mission concern th.at 

• the churches would enjoy the blessings 
in store for them if they worthily share 
their income with statewide and world­
wide mission causes," Cooper said. 

Churches are taking care of them­
selves, the Baptist leader said. He noted 
t:hat the average SoutJhern Baptist con­
tributes only one dollar- per ·year to 
home missions and three dollars per 
year for foreign missions. 

"A member of the average Southern 
Baptist church who desires to give one 
dollar to the Home Mission Board 
through the Cooperative Program must 
put $165 into the collection plate," he 
said. 

From that, the local church and asso­
ciation keeps $150, while $10 goes to 
the state convention and $5 to the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Mr. 
Cooper said. Of the $5, the Home Mis­
sion Board gets $1. <BP> 

June 12, 1971 

Flourish In Cities HMB Declares 
"I see hope that we can be heard 

among the leadership, political and eco­
nomic, of all the major cities of our 
land. Because, if we hurry, we can 
form a partnership with the men of 
good will in the ghettos. 

"I hope because God wants churches 
and churchlets establh,hed in integrity. 
I hope because of people in the South 
who have walked out of Jim Crow pat­
terns of the past into Jesus Christ pat­
terns of the future," Guy said. 

"If ever there was a time for Baptists 
to seize a dream, to buy an opportunity, 
to combine our conversion theology 
with our operational ministry, today is 
the day." 

Concentration on the cities was a 
thread throughout the home missions 
presentation. Tape recordings, l}u.ge 
pictures of home missions before and 
after, the clipped Spanish accent of 
Home Mission Board executive Oscar 
Romo, and the black face of Emmanuel 
McCall, another board consultant, ex­
pressed tihe tempo of home missions. 

Kenneth Chafin, director of tihe 
board's evangelism division, described 
WIN (Witness Involvement Now), the 
new Southern Baptist lay witnessing 
program. 

"We've always been for evangelism 
but we have fail ed to train laymen," 
Chafin said. 

Chafin led an extensive study of lay 
witnessing and began to develop an 
assortment o-f guidance materials. 

"But we learned the k ingdom can't 
be brought in on a printing press," ihe 
said. "We have developed a method of 
training laymen and teachers to pre­
pare people for person-to-person wit­
ness." 

Chafin reported on pilot training pro-

grams which have already turned out 
6,000 practiced lay witnesses. Additic;,1-
al training networks are being devel-
oped for each state. , 

Wendell Belew, director of t:he mis­
sions division for the HMB, also s,poke 
of glowing hope for saving the cities. 
He told of 13 innovative city-based 
Southern Baptist ministries which are 
producing response· in quantity and 
quality. 

Examples included a young chureh 
in Queens touching tlhe lives of 3,500 
people a week, 2 types of ministries 
(drug addiction treatment, housing, re­
sponse to ,poverty) by a churoh at 
Bangor, Maine, and baseball clinics 
combines with Bible schools which en­
rolled 10,000 youngsters • and resulting 
in 2,000 professions of faith in Ohrist. 

Businessmen in New York City are 
asking Southern Baptists to help re­
habilitate tlhe inner dty by renovating 
apartments and placing churches in 
them, Belew said. 

Chaplains in industry, business, the 
military and hospitals were among otih­
er city-oriented services that Home 
Mission Board members described. 

McCall, who works with National 
Baptists ( predominantly black Baptist 
conventions), told of companion churoh 
ministries. The Companion Ohufldh plan 
links a black ohurch with a white 
church for the sharing of ideas, pro­
gram, outreach, facilities , and person­
nel. He cited successful cases of com­
panion oourcihes in Kentucky, Kansas 
and Washington, D.C. 

Romo, director of language missions 
for the agency, identified ministries 
conducted in a dozen languages in 
metro areas as well as on rural reserva­
tions. <BP) 

These three Kentuckians got front row seats for the opening session Tuesday . 
From right they are M. D. Morton, pastor of Beechmont Baptist Church , Louis­
ville; Bill Curl, Jr .. pastor of First Baptist Church, Mt. Sterling; and David Book, 
campus minister at Morehead State University. 
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Messengers Ask New Writers 
For Broadman Commentary, Vol. 1 

Messengers to the Southern Baptist 
Convention asked 'the Baptist Sunday 
School Board to replace British Bible 
scholar G. Henton Davies in rewriting 
Volume One of .t,he controversial Broad­
man Bible Commentary. 

The messengers approved by a 300 
vote margin a motion by Kenneth Bar­
nett of Lawton, Okla!homa, -tJhat the 

John Parrott, pastor of Roswell, New 
Mexico, asked the messengers to give 
the Sunday School Board "ample time 
to do what has been requested." He 
said "•this procedure takes time." 

Major disagreement last year cen­
tered around Davies' ,conclusion that 
God did not order Abraham to sacrifice 

his son, Isaac, as recorded in Chapter 
22 in .the book of Genesis. 

Davies is principal of Regent's Park 
College, Oxford, England, and president 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

Presidents Differ On Justice, War 

SSB President Conrad Willard explains 
Board actions on Broadman Commentary 

Sunday Sohool Board had not followed 
the convention's 1970 ruling and tJhat it 
must find ,a new writer and proceed 
witih that ruling. 

Last June in Denver, the SBC voted 
5,394 to 2,170 to ask the Sunday School 
Board to withdraw the •commentary's 
first volume and rewrite it. 

Broadman officials first approaclhed 
Davies, who has reportedly refused to 
alter his views. 

Conrad Willard of Miami, Florida, 
Sunday School Board president, told 
the messengers that tlhe Sunday School 
Board is seeking to follow last year's 
instru'Ctions "to the letter." 

He said a committee appointed to ex­
plore tihe rewrHe decided " the first step 
was to seek out the existing writers and 
see if they would rewrite according to 
the will of the 1970 convention, "wi•th 
due consideration to the conservative 
point of view." 

Willard said Volume One has 15 writ­
ers and expressed the conviction t'hai 
"all of these men were not being dis­
criminated against." He said the men 
were contacted and are now in the 
process of evaluation. "If they agree 
we felt it would meet the demands of 

• the convention," Williard said. 
"I don't see how a man, (Davies) 

with these convict ions can rewrite the 
commentary with due consideration .to 
the consen·ati\·e point of view," said 
Kenneth Bowen, a messenger from For­
est City, North Carolina. "This man 
ought not to be asked to do so." 

Adrian Rogers. of Merritt Island, 
Florida, added . "Let's not waste a lot 
of mon ey rc\\'riting something that will 
not be s\\'allo\\'crl. by Bible believers." 
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The presidents of the two major Bap­
tist bodies in the U.S. were quizzed 
about tlheir . views and intentions in 
such matters as tihe death penalty, 
abortion, ministries to youtJh and inner­
city programs of Baptist churches. 

Carl E. Bates, president of tlhe South­
ern Baptist Convention, which met 
June 1-3 in S,t. Louis, and Mrs. Mar­
cus Rohlfs, newly elected president of 
tlhe American Baptist Convention, ex­
pressed divergent views at several 
points. 

They were interviewed by represen­
tatives of secular and denominational 
press in a between-sessions press con­
ference in Kiel Auditorium, Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Bates said tha,t the death penalty is 
essential to tlhe maintenance of national 
entities, althouglh Christ rpoints Chris­
ti-ans toward dealing redemptively 
with criminals. 

Mrs. Rohl!fs said she opposes the 
death pena1ty and favors upgrading 
rehiabilitative programs 1in tlhe penal 
systems. 

She told reporters tlhat tlhe Ameri'can 
Baptist Convention in its recent annual 
meeting adopted a resolution favoring 
abor,tion. All children should be want­
ed, she siaid. 

Bates said abortions should be per­
formed only wlhen the mother's life is 
in jeopardy or tlhe fetus is known to 
be seriously deformed. 

Both convention executives want 
youth to be adequately repres~mted and 
ministered to in Baptist life. Bates 
pointed out thiat young people were 
speciifically included in tJhe program of 
the SBC during its convention. 

Botlh cited instances in which 
chur,ches in their conventions are step­
ping up their ministries in the inner 
city. 

A question on United States partici­
pation in Vietnam brought vigorous 
opposoition from Mrs. Rohlfs. 
• "I'm opposed personally to war. My 
husband was a conscientious obj'ector 
in the second World War and my son 
is in this war. I personally don't tlhink 
war is within the tradition of Chris­
tianity." 

Asked how he would counsel ia per­
son who opposed war, Bates replied 

trhat a person has the privilege to con-
scientiously object. • 

"I t'hlink that everyone is sick of this 
war and would like to see it end. Mr. 
Nixon is the only president who has 
brougtht home ,any troops." 

On governmental aid to paroohial 
schools, Bates said he couldn't think of 
any reason tlhat the government should 
provide tlhis help. 

On tlhe question of employing minor­
ity groups in denominational p.ositions, 
Bates said Baptist leaders are address­
ing themselves to 1Jhe matter but re­
minded U would take time. 

Carl Bates, SBC president, and Mrs. 
Marcus Rohlfs , ABC president, hold a 
joint press conference. 

"In tlhe American Bapt_ist Convention 
we already have a g•reat number of 
blaeks and orientals on our staff. But 
we have no Indian Americans," tlhe 
ABC president said. 

On the evolution of the Jesus move­
ment, Bates said he tJhought it con­
tained real spirituial power. 

"I wouldn't write it off. I'm em::our­
aged by wh'at's happening · among tlhe 
young people across America." 

Bates praised the contributions of 
women to the growth of Southern Bap­
tists. He said they have practically 
saved the denomination "until we could 
get the men interested." 

The ABC president · said she thinks 
woman today want the same thing as 
blacks and Indians - to not be stereo­
typed. (BP) 
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