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People And Places

John B. McBride, a graduate of Mis-
sissippi College and New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological
Seminary who has
been associat-
ed with the South-
ern Baptist Home
Mission Board for
five years, is now
assistant director of
the Commission on
Religion in Appa-
lachia (CORA).
McBride’s new du-
ties include admin-

McBride istering a broad

range of activities which are designed
to serve the 17 different religious de-
nominations involved in an effort to
minister in the Appalachian Region.
s J. D. (Sonny)
Dennis, assistant to
~ the director of pub-
lic relations at the
Southern Baptist
Annuity Board, has
joined the staff of
. Baptist Children’s
Homes of North
Carolina as an offi-
cer in public rela-
tions. Dennis is a
native of Troy,
Alabama.

Norman C. Clifton, pastor of Trinity
Baptist Church, Covington, Virginia,
died recently following a sudden ill-
ness. Though he had served churches
in Virginia for the past 27 years, he
was a native of Franklinton, Kentucky,
in Henry County and received his BA
degree from Georgetown College and
was also a graduate of Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. He served
on several of the leading committees
for Virginia Baptists and was also
prominent in the field of counseling.
Besides his widow, Mary Newman
Clifton, and two daughters, he is sur-
vived by one brother, William Harold
Clifton of Carrollton, Kentucky, and a
sister, Ava Marie Clifton of Shelby-
ville, Kentucky.

The latest request for Betty Crocker
Coupons comes from Mount Vernon,

Dennis

Illinois, where a project is in progress
to purchase a kidney machine at the
Jefferson Memorial Hospital. One of
the sponsors of the project is the Fi-
delis Sunday School Class, First Bap-
tist Church, Benton, Illinois, and the
coupons can be mailed to the president
of this class, Mrs. C. Y. Cravens, P.O.
Box 452, Benton, Illinois 62812.

The student senate of the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary has
adopted a resolution voicing disapprov-
al of the actions taken by leaders of
the Southern Baptist Convention Sun-
day School Board relative to withhold-
ing the distribution of material which
was considered “inflammatory.” Among
other contents of the resolution was a
request for James L. Sullivan to par-
ticipate in a colloquium with the stu-
dent body to discuss the issues involved.

"An audio-visual presentation en-
titled, Cora: Our Christian Commit-
ment in Appalachia, is now available
through the CORA office, 864 Weis-
garber Road, Knoxville, Tennessee
37919. The 28 minute sound and color
filmstrip describes a cooperative mis-
sion program of 17 different religious
denominations, including Southern
Baptists which have united to combat
poverty and create community in the
Appalachian area. The cost is $7.50 plus
postage and handling.
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The word of God is an unquestion-
able source of information, inspiration
and comfort. No matter what the crisis
may be, what changes in government,
in creeds or even in nature may take
place and no matter how difficult the
problems growing out of them may be,
the Word of God, as recorded in the
Bible, furnishes wisdom sufficient for
their solution. It does not stop with
the mere solution but it offers every
needed remedy for peace. What is true
of an individual in this connection is
true of a church and of a nation. A
nation has a soul just like an indi-
vidual. Then, the perennial source of
a nation’s inspiration is the Word.

Basis of hope

Nothing is more absurd than hope
based on nothing. Think of a man
hoping to become a doctor, never hav-
ing been to school — or a woman
hoping to become a beauty queen, with
no teeth. When we hope for or expect
favor from God it must be based upon
something. The chosen nation of God
had hope — but it was based upon and
secure in the Word of God.

Hope indestructible

The late Martin Luther King, Jr.,
once said, “You may take a man’s life
—but you cannot destroy his hope.”
All the power on earth cannot ex-
tinguish hope. It may be retarded but
not destroyed. Hope was placed by
God in the very heart of man in the
beginning. Hope has kept man going
forward in his earthly pilgrimage
through the centuries.

Hope justified

Isaiah was so sure of this fact that
he did not say for unto us a child will
be born but he said hundreds of years
before the fulfillment of the promise
of God “For unto us a child ‘is born’.”
When the shepherds heard the angels
sing, they not only heard — they also
acted. They were so sure that God had
fulfilled their hope, as He had prom-
ised, they went at once to Bethlehem
to see what great thing had happened.
Thank God, not only is He the fulfill-
ment of Israel’s hope, but the hope of
the world. And we may still say today
that His name is Wonderful, Counsel-
lor, Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace.
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Christians rightly should be dis-
mayed at what is happening to the
traditional Protestant Sunday. Nearly
every conceivable activity is now tol-
erated, if not legally sanctioned, on
Sunday. Factories run seven days a
week. In many places supermarkets,
discount stores and even shopping
malls do a booming business. Some
states now permit liquor sales on Sun-
day. Entertainment and sports promo-
ters consider this their biggest day of
the week. More and more, churches
are accepting a “Sunday morning only”

Christian

pattern for worship and Bible study
while some, at least in the summer
time, are providing Thursday evening
worship for those whom they  expect
to be absent on the weekend.

Legislation is not the solution. Strin-
gent “blue laws” are flagrantly ignored
though still carried on the books of
many municipalities and states. Is
there, then, no answer to the problem?
Must Christians numbly watch in help-
less pathos as the damaging erosion of
the Lord’s day continues unabated?

As always, God’s Word points the
way. The sabbath was made for man,
yvet God decreed that it should be kept
holy. Work was forbidden on the sev-
enth day even for animals and strang-
ers as well as for God’s people because
man needed a day of rest. Yet it was
to be hallowed as the Lord’s sabbath in
recognition of God’s place in the life

- of His people. ‘

Stringent legalistic restrictions soon
impeded man’s free observance of this
God-given day of rest. When Jesus
commenced his earthly ministry, he
quickly found himself embroiled in
controversy regarding sabbath observ-
ances. By his example he strongly en-
dorsed worship and the study of God’s
Word as acceptable practices on this
holy day. In other ways he sought to
liberalize the observance, restoring the
emphasis to rest and humanitarian con-
siderations rather than restrictive
codes of conduct. He declared, “The
sabbath was made for man” and an-
nounced himself as Lord of the sab-
bath.

It was in recognition of the Lordship
of Christ that the day was changed,
even in New Testament times, to Sun-
day, commemorating Christ’s resurrec-
tion from the dead. Still the basic prin-
ciple of the day remained unaltered.
The seventh day had been reverenced
as holy unto the Lord. Christians
looked upon the first ‘day of the week
as the Lord’s day.
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Does man still need a holy day?
Labor has won the battle for a day
of rest from work. The forty hour week
is perhaps ideal. In addition to five
days for an employer this allows one
day for one’s own work plus one day
for rest. Even when industry works
seven days a week, labor contracts in-
sure one or more days off in seven.
Thus the work-rest relationship has
been established though the proper
balance of the work-worship relation-
ship is still unresolved for many.

Today the biggest question is the
rest - worship relationship. Increased
leisure has brought a resurgence of
play. Most holidays now come on Mon-
days to give a long ‘“weekend.” For
many, Saturday and Sunday are both
days for leisure. Golf used to be cited
as the enemy of worship. Now camping
and boating join together as number
one. Does man have greater need for
recreation or does he still need a holy
day?

The real problem is not what ac-
tivity is right or wrong on Sunday or
even how many hours should be spent
in worship or Bible study each Lord’s
day, but something far more basic than
these considerations. The ultimate

Priorities

question is, “Who runs my life?” Who
determines what is right or wrong for
me to do? The central principle of one
holy day in seven was recognition that
God is supreme. Observance of that
day was public evidence that a man
had placed his faith in God.

God’s commandments to the He-
brews concerning the sabbath repeated-
ly stressed that hallowing this day was
a witness to their faith in God (see
Exodus 31:13-17). The prophets, like-
wise, called the people back from com-
mercialization of the sabbath so that
God might be reverenced in their lives.
Even the much maligned Puritan Sun-
day, though overly encumbered with
unscriptural rules and regulations, bore
clear testimony that these people be-
lieved in God. Unfortunately, in liber-
alizing our Sundays, we are losing this
basic principle that God runs our lives.

God made us. God knows what is
best for us. When man puts his faith
in God, he testifies to the belief that
God’s way is best. This applies also to
our balance between work, rest and
worship. When we affirm with Jesus,
“The sabbath was made for man,” we
do on the Lord’s day those things we
believe God teaches are best for us.
We may not all agree on the same
behavior but if we accept the basic

principle of a day for God, the M.aster
of our lives, we cannot go far wrong.

Exodus 34:21 carries an expression
that points to this basic principle: “Six
days you shall work but on the sev-
enth day you shall rest; in plowing
time and in harvest you shall rest.”
Plowing time and harvest have always
been vital seasons for the farmer. I can
recall in rural New Brunswick and in
the fruit belt of Nova Scotia how a
man’s religion was judged by his con-
duct in such times. If, after a rainy
week, he was seen gathering his hay
on a fine Sunday, his faith in God was
questioned. Likewise, if a fruit grower
picked his apples on Sunday because
storm warnings were out for Monday,
he gave witness that his priorities
were suspect.

It is the hard experiences of life
that test our faith. “Fair weather”
Christians are not true followers of
Jesus. Your Christian testimony shines
best when you are faithful to God in
the crisis experiences of life. We see
this in times of sickness, sorrow and
normal adversity. It is also true in our
business practices and in the pressures
for conformity to others.

The late R. G. LeTourneau pledged
a large donation at his church’s annual
missions conference even though his
business was facing bankruptcy and he
ordered his secretary to pay this first.
He was not bribing God but showing
faith in Him. This is the spirit of
Matthew 6:33.

We need this lesson today. Too many
feel that “plowing time and harvest”
are exceptions to Christian obligations.
Work comes ahead of worship we feel
but does it? Likewise, too many others
carry this principle over to leisure ac-
tivities: play ahead of worship. The
real battle is not “What activities are
right on Sunday?” but “What has pri-
ority in my life?” Jesus taught, “Man

by J. Kenneth Allaby
Reynoldsburg, Ohio

shall not live by bread alone but by
every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.”

It is the individual who must ulti-
mately settle the question of Sunday
observance. We cannot hide behind the
security of legislation or the protective
umbrella of what others do. Ultimately
it is a question of Christian priorities.
Does God have first place in my life?
When that question is answered cor-
rectly, we will have a valid basis on
which to determine what our own atti-
tude shall be towards Sunday observ-
ance.



Empty Shoes And Warm Hearts

It was a temptation to cut out on mid-week prayer
service tonight. What with at least one more editorial
to write and a half-dozen other tasks to perform
before tomorrow morning when begin two intensive
days of meetings of the Kentucky Baptist Executive
Board and the semi-annual meeting of the Western
Recorder directors at Cedarmore, who would not be
justified to cut prayer meeting? But then who could
miss the prayer service given over to our ladies’
leadership in studying, praying and giving for for-
eign missions at the Christmas season?

And so here it is after prayer service and the
original editorial idea scuttled in order totestify to
the inspiration of the prayer service. It’s all because
our mission minded ladies chose to use the familiar
but ever inspiring film, “Empty Shoes.” Produced
by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, this
film recalls the life and struggles of William Carey,
the English shoe cobbler whose missionary zeal con-
verted his anti-foreign missionary Baptist brethren,
sent him to India to give nearly 50 years of his life
in preaching Christ and translating the Scriptures
under almost impossible conditions and made him
the father of the modern foreign missionary move-
ment.

The story of Lottie Moon and other selfless souls
move me but none quite like the example of William
Carey. One of the requirements for joining a mission-
ary Baptist church should be to learn in detail the
life story of William Carey. No one who believes the

Lord and the Great Commission can ever be quite the
same once he has relived the life and caught the
spirit of William Carey.

To be sure we can find something to criticize
about our present Southern Baptist foreign mission
program if we are so inclined and thus justify in our
own minds not making an offering. Certainly other
pressing needs in our local churches and in state and
home missions can claim all our offerings and gifts.
This is to say nothing about the long Santa Claus
lists and other extra-Christian demands upon our
financial resources at this time of the year. But to
see the needs of mankind through the eyes of Jesus
and William Carey could hardly leave us without a
stinging conscience if we don’t put a gift to Christ
for foreign missions at the head of our Christmas list.

According to the New Testament we are all made
saints by the grace of God if we are true Christians
and so it will never be appropriate for us to elevate
even selected Baptists to sainthood. But if it were,
my first nomination would be William Carey.

He was the first modern day Baptist to fill a pair
of shoes taking the gospel to another side of the
world. His death left “empty shoes” to be filled by
those sharing his convictions. Many have stepped into
these shoes since Carey but still there remain many
“empty shoes” to be filled. They will be filled only
as warm hearts fill offering envelopes with the means
to train, send and support those called by the Lord
to fill these shoes.

Should Churches Pay Taxes?

The matter of taxation of churches in the years
ahead is a serious consideration. Dr. James L. Sulli-
van, Executive Secretary of the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board, says it is “inevitable” and that
the churches might as well get ready to pay taxes.
(See article on page 7 of November 6 issue of the
Western Recorder.)

Dr. Sullivan speaks out of much experience hav-
ing been engaged for several years in legal suits in
Nashville over taxation of various parts of the prop-
erty and operations of the Southern Baptist Sunday
School. His warning is timely and is in keeping with
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the anti-church attitude which seems to be growing
in modern American society. The serious and even
desperate financial plight of many city and county
governments makes the idea of any additional tax-
able property very attractive and welcome.

In the state of Kentucky churches and denomina-
tions are extremely vulnerable because of the word-
ing of the ancient Kentucky constitution relative to
the tax exempt property for churches. Most Ken-
tuckians will likely be surprised what the actual
wording of the Kentucky constitution is in this re-
gard. Here is the exact wording of Section 170 which
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deals with tax exempt church property: “Places ac-
tually used for religious worship, with the grounds
attached thereto and used and appurtenant to the
house of worship, not exceeding one-half acre in cities
or towns and not exceeding two. acres in the country;
places of burial not held for private or corporate
profit...”

What does this actually say? It says only that part
of church buildings and grounds used for worship is
tax exempt and only one-half acre in cities and towns
and two acres in the country. To put it another way
it means any tax assessor by law can assess church
educational buildings, parking lots or any other part
of church property in cities and towns which exceeds
one-half acre. By strict interpretation church owned
pastoriums are taxable as are denominational head-
quarters buildings, assembly grounds and any other
property owned by churches or denominations. This
strict Kentucky constitutional wording has not gen-
erally been applied but an indication that it can and
will be is the fact that the Kentucky Baptist Build-
ing has been taxed for the last several years.

What should be our attitude and action in light
of this possibility? Two actions might be advisable.
The first is to seek an amendment to Section 170 of
the Kentucky Constitution to protect churches from
the present strict limitations of tax exempt property.

BAPTIST FORUM

'This is because the power of the state to tax is the
' power to destroy.

The second consideration is for churches to engage
in serious self-examination as to their responsibility
to pay a fair share of the cost of public services which
they receive and which are paid for from tax funds.
Should a church accept garbage collection services,
fire and police protection as many do without paying
for any of the costs?

Should we not take the initiative and offer to bear
our fair share of the financial load for public services
before the state, county or city moves in on us with
legal requirements? Two approaches are possible. We
could come to some mutual agreement with the pub-
lic officials as to a fair amount for the tax financed
services we accept and make this as a contribution or
payment for services rendered.

Another and probably better approach is to cal-
culate as near as possible what the taxes would be
on the church property -and contribute this amount.
This is exactly what the First Baptist Church of
California City, California, has recently done. This
church has volunteered to pay property taxes amount-
ing to $7,570 over the next 25 years as its share in a
municipal improvement project.

It may be better as churches and denominations to
voluntarily bear our part of the financial load for
public services rather than to wait until we are forced
to do so by law.

free information on how to get the
latest on Selective Service, official
draft forms, a summary of the draft
law and much other helpful data by
writing to Graham R. Hodges, Box 293,
Watertown, New York 13601. Included
in the information he provides is a

OBJECTS TO FRANCISCO
Dear Editor:

As I see it, Clifton J. Allen made a .

bad and wrong choice when he chose
Clyde T. Francisco to rewrite the com-
ments on Genesis for the Broadman
Bible Commentary.

According to Francisco’s own testi-
mony he holds the same views as those
held by G. Henton Davies, the original
writer. I believe it is wrong to ask a
man to write something in a vein dif-
fering from that of his own convictions
and belief.

I further believe ‘that Francisco
would be both dishonest and inconsis-
tent in preparing a treatment of the
text of Genesis from the conservative
viewpoint, after his plain statement
that his acceptance of the assignment
“does not imply my rejection of the
previous work of G. Henton Davies,
for whose doctrinal integrity I have
the greatest respect....” If language
means anything at all it means that he
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holds the same doctrinal views on Gen-
esis as those held by the previous
writer.

I believe that Francisco shouid be
immediately dismissed and a conserva-
tive Bible believing scholar secured for
this task. If he wants to be honest, and
has the courage to stand by his con-
victions, he will resign from the as-
signment.

Surely Allen knows some conserva-
tive Bible believing scholar whose ser-
vices he could secure for this work.
Do we not have any of those left
around?

Eddyville, Ky, W. L. Knight

DRAFT STATUS

Dear Editor:

Despite lower draft calls now, still
many of our young men face painful
decisions about classification and other
problems. Few of them know where
to turn for factual help. Young men,
their parents and their pastors can get

book containing the official statements
by virtually every church body in the
USA on conscience and military ser-
vice.

Watertown, N.Y. Carolyn Mallison

MINISTERIAL MYTHS
Dear Editor:

I was much interested in the article,
“Myths About Ministers,” by Ray K.
Hodges. There are a few facts he might
have added to his article.

For one thing, the day of discounts
for ministers is over. We pay straight
rates for everything like other peo-
ple. A minister may get a discount
now and then but he learns not to
count on it. For another thing, a third
of a pastor’s salary goes for “overhead
expenses”; expenses he would not have
if he were not a pastor. This keeps
most ministers under a constant finan-
cial strain because lay people often

(Continued on page 15)



Private College Tax Support Increasing

At least 13 state legislatures enacted
new measures this year that will pro-
vide financial aid to private colleges or
their students.

Several other states either have
broadened existing private-college aid
programs or have increased their ap-
propriations for such programs. In ad-
dition, bills authorizing similar pro-
grams are pending in several of the
legislatures that are still in session.

The new enactments bring to 35 the
number of states which give aid, at
least indirectly, to private colleges and
universities. Although the programs
vary widely from state to state, most
of them involve grants or scholarships
to students to enable them to attend
private institutions.

A growing number of states, how-
ever, appear to be interested in more
direct forms of aid. One plan, adopted
this year in Minnesota and Oregon,
provides for the state to “contract”
with private colleges for the education
of state residents.

Illinois, Maryland and Washington,
on the other hand, adopted programs
of direct grants to private institutions.
The Maryland plan is geared to the
number of degrees awarded, while the
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other two are based on the number of
state residents enrolled in private col-
leges.

Some states are prohibited by state
laws or constitutions from providing
direct funds to private institutions, es-
pecially those that are church-related.

In other states, the question of aid to
private colleges has become a contro-
versial topic. A heated battle was
fought in Missouri this year, after a
governor’s commission recommended
an assistance program that would aid
students who attended either public or
private institutions.

The measure was defeated this year,
despite the recommendation, and a
group of Missouri citizens have formed
an organization to try to place on the
next ballot a constitutional amendment
that would prohibit any kind of state
aid to private institutions.

In addition to scholarship programs,
other forms of indirect state aid have
been developed. A total of 12 states
now permit private institutions to use
the state’s borrowing authority for
bonds or loans to construct buildings.
In South Carolina, private institutions
can buy equipment and supplies
through the state’s purchasing depart-
ment.

S

WINNERS — The Georgetown College Forensic Team took fourth place sweep-
stakes at the Mid-East Individual Events Tournament at Parkersburg, West
Virginia. Six members of the team and the director shown here are (front row,
jrom left): Emilie Rupe, Harrison, Ohio; John Marquetie, Williamstown, Ken-
tucky, and Kathy Culley, Lexington, Kentucky. Back row, from left: Mrs. Mar-
garet Greynolds, team director; Barry Lewis, Louisville, Kentucky, Sandi Miller,
Newcomerstown, Ohio, and John Osborn, Charlotte, North Carolina. Other mem-
bers not pictured are Sally Schaefer, Dayton, and Dave Bell, Shelbyville, Kentucky.
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Foreign missions offering
During the week Woman’s Mission-
ary Union has taken the lead in ob-
serving the annual Week of Prayer
and Study for Foreign Missions and
the annual offering known widely as
the Lottie Moon or Christmas Offering
for Foreign Missions has been and is
being taken.

It is a very significant emphasis de-
signed to inform and inspire our peo-
ple about our Foreign Mission efforts
in the world, to deepen our concern
for the cause of Christ in the world
through prayer and to extend our
world witness through offerings for
the Foreign Mission Board’s programs
throughout the earth.

Every Baptist should make this a
time for a special mission offering,
over and above his tithe or regular
offering for the Lord’s work through
his church — and via the church
through the denomination.

Regular mission channel

The Cooperative Program is the
main, week to week, regular channel
for the support of not only foreign
missions but also for home missions,
state missions and associational mis-
sions (through the State programs).
In addition, the Cooperative Program
supplies the basic support for all our
seminaries, colleges and schools, chil-
dren’s homes, church educational pro-
grams, SBC commissions, etc.

Therefore, each church should ma-
jor on the Cooperative Program on a
continuing basis through its budget
from month to month. The more that
the Cooperative Program becomes the
main and regular channel of mission
support, the less that any special offer-
ing will be required. Until we grow in
this manner, special offerings such as
the Christmas-Lottie Moon Offering for
Foreign Missions are a logical neces-
sity — but, a once-a-year effort. This
should be out of love for Christ and a
lost world, given in the Christmas spir-
it for our world witness through the
Southern Baptist Convention’s foreign
missions programs.

Increase your support

Therefore, each church is encouraged
to increase each year its support of all
our work through increased sharing
of tithes and offerings through the
Cooperative Program.

All gifts are sent to Treasurer, Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention, Middletown
40243 — and specified as to their use.

—Harold G. Sanders
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Baptist World Alliance Adopts Enlarged Budget

The Baptist World Alliance’s admin-
istrative committee adopted an en-
larged operating budget of $206,500 for
1972 despite the prospect of having to
dip into its reserves.

The 1972 budget is an increase of
$12,500 over the 1971 budget of $194,000.

Carl W. Tiller, treasurer of the alli-
ance, predicted a 1972 income of about
$156,000 from member conventions and
unions and about $40,000 from individ-
ual givers, churches and other sources.

“The larger budget means that we
must have more and larger contribu-
tions from individuals and churches as
well as possible increases in allocations
from member bodies,” Tiller said.

Members of the committee urged an
increased observance of Baptist World
Alliance Sunday in the churches on
February 6, 1972, with the suggestion
that, where possible, special offerings
be taken for the BWA’s worldwide pro-
gram.

Additional emphasis also will be
placed on a “friends of the Alliance”
program wherein individuals make an-
nual gifts of $40 to $1,000.

Church Explosion

An explosion in the boiler room of
the First Baptist Church in Marietta,
Ohio, resulted in the loss of five lives
on a recent Sunday morning.

“We heard a noise in the pipes about
five minutes earlier,” said 14 year old
Diane Slaughter, “then the wall above
us fell in.” Diane, ten classmates, and
a teacher were in a Sunday School
classroom below the street-level boiler
room when the explosion occurred and
tons of debris showered down on them.

Diane’s teacher, 30 year old Michael
Murphy, and four teenagers were
killed. Fourteen out of the 140 persons
in the Sunday School wing of the
church were injured. Religion classes
were being conducted on all three
floors of the wing, following regular
services in the main church building of
the 152 year old church in downtown
Marietta. The classroom wing was con-
structed 13 years ago.

The building’s janitor was reportedly
notified shortly after 11:00 a.m. to
check the boiler room when it was
noticed that steam was seeping out of
the room. According to a police report,
the temperature read 140 degrees, 30
degrees above the normal level. The
boiler was reportedly shut down.

There was a nursery class in progress
next to the boiler room. “I didn’t see
how anyone in there survived,” said
William Hickman, a Sunday School
teacher who was knocked down by the
blast. “Most of the floor in there had
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Committee members also unveiled a
portrait of Josef Nordenhaug, general
secretary of the alliance, 1960-1969.
Painted by an artist in Norway, Nor-
denhaug’s homeland, the portrait was
a gift of Nordenhaug’s brother, George,
in Norway.

More than 60 Baptist conventions
and unions have pledged cooperation
and financial support in the alliance’s
World Mission of Reconciliation
through Jesus Christ, which will reach
a climax in 1973-75. Joseph B. Under-
wood of Richmond is general chairman.

Plans for the 13th Baptist World
Congress, slated for Stockholm, Swe-
den, in 1975, were discussed. The pro-
posed dates for the congress are July
7-11, 1975.

It was announced also that the eighth
Baptist Youth World Conference, orig-
inally scheduled for Squaw Valley,
California, in 1973, has been postponed
to 1974 and the meeting place is yet
undetermined.

A proposal from the Commission of
Christian Teaching and Training that
it be made a full department of the

Takes Five Lives

gone—fallen into the basement.” Three
two year old children in the nursery
class were buried in the rubble, but
survived.

It was the second tragedy suffered by
the Baptist congregation in three days.
On the Friday before, the church’s pas-
tor, Donald N. Duncan, died of a heart
attack. (ABNS)

KICK OFF — Gorman J. Roberts, chairman of the individual major gifts section

alliance was referred to a special com-
mittee of the BWA Executive Commit-
tee which is studying structure and
constitutional revision.

It was announced also that the Bap-
tist World, official news bulletin of the
alliance, will be published monthly
except for July and August in 1972,
rather than bi-monthly as at present.

Members of the committee paid spe-
cial tribute to two Baptist leaders who
had died the preceding week. They
were Sergei T. Timchenko of Moscow,
a vice president of the All Union Bap-
tist Council of the USSR, and Earl L.
Harrison of Washington, D.C., president
of the Progressive National Baptist
Convention. (BP)

FBC, Hopkinsville
Tops Music Awards List

From October 1, 1970, to September
30, 1971, a total of 1,709 music credits
were earned by Kentuckians who were
members of 103 churches in 38 of our
associations.

First Baptist Church of Hopkinsville
accounted for approximately 20 percent
of the credits earned with a total of
376 earned during the year.

The five other churches in Kentucky
who have earned at least 50 music
credits are as follows:

Calvary, Lexington ......... 92
Third, Owensboro ... =
First, Frankfort

Sinking Springs, Murray .... 57
gy M COrbinty e e 54
These records reflect the improving
quality of music leadership throughout
Kentucky churches.

s

of the Kentucky Baptist Hospital fund drive, talks to those attending the opening
luncheon of the KBH “Second Mile Campaign.” A member of Crescent Hill Bap-
tist Church, Roberts is a general partner of J.J. B. Hilliard - W. L. Lyons Company.
The drive seeks construction funds for a mew Jefferson County Baptist hospital.
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Christmastime Mission Dollars Make Long Journey

From the Christmastime U.S. collec-
tion plate to the hand of a missionary
in one of 76 countries is a long journey
for foreign missions money.

By the time this month’s Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering dollars become
pesos, pounds, francs and dinars, the
money will clink and rustle through
many hands and bank accounts.

The offering will move at great speed
and actually snowball into greater
buying impact in bulk than its simple
sum.

Everett L. Deane, who has been
treasurer of the Foreign Mission Board
in Richmond, Virginia, for 21 years,
has a crow’s nest view of the financial
mechanics of the offering.

Deane is one of many financial wiz-
ards who funnel the money efficiently.
“A Southern Baptist can give his
Christmas cash to foreign missions
with confidence that it will hit the
mark on mission fields and can leave
the headache of arithmetic to us,” he
said.

Deane described this odyssey for the
$16,750,000 Lottie Moon offering now
being given: The arithmetical maze is
beginning in the local church.

The offerings are totaled and for-
warded to state convention offices and
their respective banks.

Next stop will be the Southern Bap-
tist executive committee office in
Nashville. States wusually forward
lumps of money there on a monthly
basis.

In Nashville sums will start mount-
ing to awesome proportions. Normally
the executive committee forwards mon-
ey to Richmond once a week. During
months when the Lottie Moon offering
is heavy, money moves more quickly
toward its destinations abroad.

John H. Williams, financial planning

secretary for the executive committee,

Former Kentuckian Takes
Religious Editor Post

Erwin L. McDonald, who recently
announced his plans to retire as editor
of the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
in Little Rock, Arkansas, on March 1,
1972, will become religion editor of the
Arkansas Democrat, the afternoon news-
paper.

The Arkansas Democrat made the
announcement on November 13 in an
issue which carried the first of a se-
ries of columns written by McDonald
for the paper.

McDonald, editor of the Arkansas
Baptist Newsmagazine for the past 14
years, will write a weekly column for
the Arkansas Democrat’s church page
from now until he assumes the position.
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keeps an eye on the mounting offering.
When as much as $100,000 is on hand,
he will wire the money promptly to
the Foreign Mission Board’s bank in
Richmond. “No need to let money lie
around doing nothing,” is the motto.

Within {fifteen minutes Everett
Deane’s office will be deciding where
to put the money to work. If it is need-
ed immediately on a mission field, it
will be deposited in a New York ac-
count and the mission treasurer abroad
will be notified to draw the money
when ready.

More likely, Deane transfers the
money into temporary investments.
Here the money will work productively
until the moment expenditures must
be made around the world.

Interest from these short-term in-
vestments is kept in a separate ac-
count. Much of the interest goes on
to the mission field, multiplying the
buying power of the basic offering.
Interest also pays for spreading infor-
mation about the offering and pro-
moting it.

When Lottie Moon dollars leave

Richmond they are mixed in with
funds from the Cooperative Program,
special gifts and interest income. Treas-
urers of each mission convert the funds
to their local currency and proceed to
buy the materials and manpower need-
ed to witness and minister.

At this point the money faces a
crisis: devaluation. The foreign mission
financiers are keeping an eye on the
state of the American dollar abroad,
fearing that funds may not stretch as
far as they have in past years.

Bookkeeping for foreign missions
could be painful were it not for the
joy and excitement the figures repre-
sent. Deane remembers the days when
two people in the financial office
marked the coming and going of an
$800,000 annual budget. This year thirty
financial employees will watch over
$35,297,000 and more than 76 bank ac-
counts abroad.

Of this budget, at least 44 percent is
hanging in the balance now as Baptists
continue to contribute to the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign
Missions.

A Gift For The Governor

Everyone, I think at sometime in
his life, dreams of doing something
good for some famous person whom
he admires. He envisions himself
rendering some special service and
receiving the applause and praise
of the noted recipient.

Such an idea is not actually far
from reality. Each of us has in his
possession a supreme gift that every

Allen F. Harrod
Pastor, Bellepoint
Church, Frankfort

_— —eeEE————————
thoughtful man desires — yet itcosts
no money. It is so valuable that
kings and men in authority seek it.
Money cannot buy it. And when
given, it then becomes even more
a part of the giver. In fact, it can
be given thousands of times and
never missed. It does not matter
whether one is rich or poor, black
or white, a king or a commoner,
known or unknown, important or
relatively unimportant. Here is a
gift that every interested Christian
can give to his newly elected Gov-
ernor.

What is this gift so prized? The
gift of a Christian to a governor is
that which the Bible admonishes us
to give in I Timothy 2:1-4: “First of
all I urge that petitions, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be
offered for all men; for sovereigns
and all in high office, that we may

lead a tranquil and quiet life in full
observance of religion and high
standards of morality. Such prayer
is right, and approved of God our
Saviour, whose will it is that all men
should find salvation and come to
know the truth.” (NEV)

Here then is our present for the
newly elected governor. We can of-
fer to him the prized gift of prayer.
At such an hour, what could be a
better business for the modern
Christian? To what more worthy
labor could we give ourselves? What
could be more important? Peace,
according to this word, is not the
reward of praying for it, but rather
comes as a by-product of interces-
sion on behalf of men. If we want
peace we must be willing to pray
for those whom God can use to bring
about peace. I am fully aware that
there can never be a lasting and
permanent peace apart from a liv-
ing relationship with the Prince of
Peace; nevertheless, we are instruct-
ed to pray for those in high office.
God can use such a man as an in-
strument of peace, godliness and
honesty. Let us as Christians pray
that it might be so.

I have a gift for the governor and
I am going to give it. He may never
be aware that it comes from me.
That is not important. What is im-
portant is that he be aware of pray-
er’'s Object and be willing to be led
by Him.
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No one needs to tell you that medical and health

costs are rising. You hear about it everyday. And
N if you have had a hospital stay you know how
much it costs. During times like these, benefits
are what you need and want. So does your pastor
and his family! This is why the Annuity Board
has put the accent on benefits in the new Health
r Benefit Plan.. benefits that will pay your pastor’s

\ bills, not only the big ones when he needs hospital

care but the smaller ones he accumulates without
setting foot in a hospital.

These brand-new benefits go into effect January 1,
. 1972, and they protect your pastor regardless of
where he is in the North, East, West or South.

Here are a few of the new benefits, never before
. offered.

b * No deductible for hospital admission

* No deductible for hospital admission for

JUST HOW WELL
HAS YOUR CHURCH
‘ PROTECTED THEIR FUTURE
| - AGAINST HIGH MEDICAL COSTS?

o Tfull coverage for Intensive Care

® $450 Maximum Surgical benefits (per
schedule)

e In-Hospital Medical Care from Doctor-

* Major Medical increased to $10,000 per
calendar year period

* Major Medical lifetime maximum now
$20,000

* There are other benefits, new and improved,
in the latest version of the Health Benefit
I;lan. Wed like to tell your pastor about
them.

To get full details before the final open enrol-
ment closes January 31, 1972, get your pastor to
fill in the spaces below and mail. We’ll do the

Mail to:

INSURANCE SERVICES
Annvity Board, SBC

511 North Akard Building

maternity rest!
; —ADEQUATE HEALTH INSURANCE IS AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY TODAY=—w=r==
- Clip
. and pe-
. Mail prarog
TODAY!
City State

Zp Dallas, Texas 75201



Actions Of Other

Alabama

In three different votes, the Alapama
Baptist State Convention refused to
alter its membership requirements so
that only messengers from churches
which practice baptism by immersion
would be accepted at the state con-
vention.

In other actions, the convention
adopted a record budget with increased
support to Southern Baptist mission
causes, elected a new president, ap-
proved of student observers on the
convention’s Executive Board and au-
thorized a loan to Samford University,
Birmingham.

Elected president was Walter Nunn,
pastor of First Baptist Church, Jasper,
Alabama.

In other actions, the convention ap-
proved a $5 million loan for Samford
University, Birmingham, for construc-
tion of a fine arts center; and approved
the appointment of five student ob-
servers to meet with the convention’s
Executive Board.

Resolutions approved by the conven-
tion opposed legislation permitting dog
racing in two Alabama counties and
called for the study of possible legis-
lation on the matter of privileged in-
formation for clergymen. (BP)

Arkansas
The Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion moved a step closer to solving a
fellowship problem with four churches
ousted two years ago because of doc-
trinal practices during the convention’s
annual sessions in Little Rock.

The convention seated messengers
from three of the four churches dur-
ing the opening session without pro-
test and voted to accept a committee
report interpreting the convention’s
constitutional provisions on member-
ship.

The fellowship problem has plagued
the convention since 1968 when mes-
sengers from the four churches were
denied admission to the convention be-
cause the churches practice “open com-
munion” or ‘“alien immersion.”

In other actions, the convention
adopted a $2.9 million budget, an in-
crease of $222,012 over the 1971 bud-
get. The proposed budget would allo-
cate $1 million to Southern Baptist
Convention world mission causes.

Elected president of the convention
was Rheubin L. South, pastor of Park
Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock.

Resolutions adopted by the conven-
tion deplored growing permissiveness
in society and the use of four-letter
words on television and urged Congress
to adopt legislation requiring labels
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State Conventions

on alcoholic beverages to warn that its
use was potentially hazardous. (BP)

California

Southern Baptists in California ex-
pressed displeasure with the banning
of a church literature quarterly be-
cause of racial content, elected a black
Baptist pastor as vice president and
refused to seat messengers from four
churches which practice either “alien
immersion” or “open communion.”

An effort to amend the convention’s
constitution to revise a section which
prohibits seating of messengers from
churches which practice “alien immer-
sion” and “open communion” was also
defeated. Named second vice president
was Jesse Davis, black pastor of the
Shiloh Baptist Church, Oakland, Cali-
fornia.

Elected president was J. Thurmond
George, pastor of Foxworthy Baptist
Church, San Jose, California.

Continuing an unresolved issue rag-
ing for the last three years, the con-
vention voted to accept the report of
its credentials committee which ruled
that messengers from four churches
could not be seated because of a con-
stitutional provision prohibiting par-
ticipation by messengers from churches
practicing “alien immersion” or “open
communion.”

An amendment to the constitution,
submitted last year, was defeated in
an effort to change the requirement.
The defeated amendment would have
accepted messengers from churches
which subscribe to the statement of
Baptist Faith and Message adopted by
the Southern Baptist Convention in
1963 or the New Hampshire Declara-
tion of Faith or some similar state-
ment. (BP)

Colorado

The Colorado Baptist General Con-
vention meeting in Boulder, Colorado,
adopted a resolution expressing strong
opposition to a proposal to initiate a
sweepstakes lottery in Colorado next
year.

The convention also adopted a rec-
ord budget, noted a record year in the
number of baptisms, and elected a new
president.

Earlier this year, the Colorado legis-
lature passed a proposed sweepstakes
lottery bill, with a referendum on the
proposal in 1972,

The Colorado convention went on
record as “unalterably opposed to gam-
bling in any form and the Colorado
sweepstakes bill in particular.” It urged
Christians in Colorado to vote against
the measure next year.

Another resolution deplored trends

toward increased obscenity, pornogra-
phy and drug abuse.

A record year in baptisms (conver-
sions) was reported, with 2,751 bap-
tisms recorded in the convention’s
churches. (BP)

Louisiana

The Louisiana Baptist Convention, in
sessions described as ‘“very harmoni-
ous,” adopted resolutions opposing es-
tablishment of any new horse race
tracks without a local option vote of
Louisiana citizens and charged that
President Richard Nixon is ‘“circum-
venting” the Constitution by advocat-
ing aid to parochial schools.

In major business actions, the con-
vention adopted a record $4.2 million
budget which allocates 35.5 percent,
an increase of .1 percent, to Southern
Baptist Convention causes; elected
Charles E. Harvey, pastor of Sunset
Acres Baptist Church, Shreveport, as
president; and dedicated a new histor-
ical and archives library in nearby Al-
exandria to the memory of the late
wife of the convention’s executive sec-
retary. (BP)

Maryland

Adopting a strongly worded resolu-
tion, the Maryland Baptist Convention
expressed “displeasure” over the with-
drawal of a Baptist training quarterly
because of its content on race relations,
pointing out that “we are in the busi-
ness of preaching the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and not selling literature.”

The resolution went on to urge Mary-
land Baptists to “examine their own
attitudes in regard to race so that our
preachments will be practices,” and
urged churches to open both member-
ship and fellowship to all people re-
gardless of race.

One other resolution relating to the
SBC Sunday School Board was adopt-
ed by the convention.

“While we deplore the tragic and
unnecessary controversy over Volume
I of the Broadman Bible Commentary,
we are grateful that Dr. Clyde T. Fran-
cisco has agreed to try to get us out
of this dilemma by writing a com-
mentary to substitute for the contro-
versial one,” said the resolution.

In other actions, the convention voted
to authorize creation of a camping,
retreat and conference center for about
$250,000 and adopted a $1.13 million
budget, with 40 percent of the state
goal of $825,000 Cooperative Program
funds going to support Southern Bap-
tist world missions. (BP)

Mississippi
The Mississippi Baptist Convention
voted in Jackson, Mississippi, to build
a new assembly to replace one de-
stroyed by hurricane Camille two years
ago, commended the Southern Baptist
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Sunday School Board and its execu-
tive secretary “for the excellent man-
ner in which they are performing their
duties” and adopted statements on
gambling and the so-called prayer
amendment. )
The resolution commending the Sun-
day School Board in general terms was

stand against legalized gamb] ling ¢ nd
expressed approval of the d efeat of
the prayer amendment in ' the U J.S.
House of Representatives. (BF ?)

North Carolina

0 North Carolina Baptists r« 2fused | to
adopted instead of a much stronger amend their convention const itutior n to
resolution submitted by a Jackson pas- exclude churches which have mem bers

tor specifically endorsing and com-
mending the board for revising a unit
on race relations in a church training

who have not been baptizei 4 by im-
mersion.

A constitutional amendme¢ :nt ir itro-

quarterly for tfeenagers. duced by Gastonia pastor M. A. Oy avel(:s
The convgntlon commendeg.i gover- got a majority vote, 1,245 to 1,078, , but
nor-elect Bill Waller for his strong failed to get the required two-t! .:1irds

&t -6 -3

This Christmas

give your child the
greatest adventure story’
. 5 of all time.. .

B B+ & -5 -6 B -8+ Bt

B B B Bt Bt Bt -G+ B B B G- B+ G- B+ B B B+

oung reader?’s;
b
Bible
. This beautiful Bible features Nelson's
unique "“Guide to the Adventure of Bible Reading."”
Sixteen full-color illustrations add excitement.

Gift boxed in a choice of bindings and colors,
with or without zipper, $3.95—$5.50.

Order from your
S Baptist Book Store.

THOMAS NELSON INC.

A Division of Royal Publishers, Inc.
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majority needed for passage.
) Messengers to the convention also re-
jected a constitutional amendment
vyhich would have restricted considera-
tion of government-funded programs
for convention institutions to approval
by the convention in annual meeting.

In approving several resolutions, the
convention deplored the recent action
of the Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board in withdrawing the church train-
11'13 quarterly Becoming from distribu-
ion.

Other resolutions dealt with pornog-
raphy, prison reform, alcohol and pa-
rochial school aid. (BP)

Oklahoma

Messengers to the Baptist General
Convention of Oklahoma elected a new
executive secretary - treasurer and’
adopted a record $3.9 million budget
despite two attempts to amend the pro-
posed budget from the floor.

As expected, the convention ap-
proved the election of Joe L. Ingram,
named last December as executive sec-
retary to succeed T. B. Lackey who
retired in September. With a standing
vote, Ingram’s appointment was unani-
mously approved. For ten years, In-
gram had been assistant executive sec-
retary, working with Lackey.

A motion that the convention go on
record as opposing any liberalization
of abortion laws in Oklahoma was re-
ferred by convention vote to the con-
vention’s Christian life committee, with
a request that the committee study the
matter and report back next year.

Messengers also turned down a move
to set up a seven-member committee
to study the organizational structure
of the convention, its aims and its
goals. (BP)

South Carolina

3 The South Carolina Baptist Conven-
tion, emphasizing worship and drama
in celebration of its 150th anniversary,
quickly turned down four controversial
motions as messengers held to a note
of harmony.

In business actions, the convention
turned down three controversial mo-
tions and heard another such motion
withdrawn after convention leaders
lined up to oppose it.

Qne motion defeated called for ap-
pointment of a committee of 10 mem-
bers to investigate attitudes at four
South Carolina Baptist colleges on ac-
ceptance of federal grants.

Another motion defeated would have
withheld financial support from Fur-
man University, Greenville, South
Carolina.

Also defeated was a motion to change
the constitution to require that mes-
sengers to the convention must come
from churches which are members of
local Baptist associations. (BP)
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES

The lawyer’s questions
Luke 10:25-29

A certain man who was versed in
the law of Moses and an exponent of
it presumed to test and ensnare Christ
with a catch question, which revealed
his own spiritual condition. He asked,
“What shall I do to inherit eternal
life?” His query revealed his ignorance
in supposing and assuming that eternal
life could be secured by something
that he could do, it demonstrated his
pride by intimating that he could do
what ever was necessary and it con-
tained the fatal admission that he did
not possess eternal life. Man is so proud
and conceited that he thinks that he
must work for everything he gets, in-
cluding entrance into heaven, when the
Bible plainly teaches that is an impos-
sibility (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Christ inquired, “What is written in
the law?” The lawyer answered by giv-
ing a summary of the law. Then Christ
said, “Thou hast answered right: this
do, and thou shalt live.” But, it was
necessary that he do it and not just
talk about it. It was necessary to keep
the whole law, ‘“for whosoever shall
keep the whole law, and yet stumble
in one point, he is become guilty of
all.” Thus, he was brought to see that
he could not get eternal life by works.

Lawyerlike, he sought to justify him-
self by raising a question as to the
meaning of a word. “Who is my neigh-
bor?” But, Christ did not tell him.
Instead, He told him a beautiful and
immortal story.

The Saviour’s reply
Luke 10:30-35

The scene was laid on the road from
Jerusalem to Jericho which was in-
fested with robbers. A man was going
along this dangerous road when rob-
bers sprang out from behind the rocks
and seized him, beat him until he was
almost dead, stripped the clothes from
his body, robbed him and left him
wounded and suffering.

A priest was going from Jerusalem
to Jericho. Interest in and sympathy
for humanity had dried up in the heart
of this professional religious leader.
Upon seeing the wounded man, he was
careful not to go near him. With an
attitude of perfect indifference toward
the unfortunate and helpless fellow,
“he passed by on the other side” of
the road. He, like multitudes today,
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By H. C. Chiles

(The :se Less ions for December 19, 1971)

Call To Service

was 3 an ex pert at passing on personal
obli igations to others.

A | Levite arrived at the place where
the wound¢ 2d man was lying. With an
attil ;ude of sheer curiosity, he gazed
at t he wou nded man and then passed
on ¢ lown tt e road. He was a type of
thos e who ' want to see and know but
don ot want to help. All such cheerfully
and volunta rily offer plenty of advice
and a super: abundance of criticism but
refus 3e to pr« dvide any assistance.

Do ubtlessl: y, both excused themselves
by re¢ ‘asoning along these lines: “Maybe
he d¢ 3served what he got. I am not re-
spons ‘ible for * his plight. I am in a
hurry ' to get home and do not have
time to be bi othered with him. I need
my m oney foi r other things and am not
going to sper 1d it on him. Somebody
else 1 will tak e care of him.” People
who d lo not h ave a willingness to help
the le; ss fortu: nate always have an ex-
cuse f or not ¢ loing so or they quickly
manuf acture ¢ me.

Ther 1, a Sai maritan approached the
wound: ed man. It is to be remembered
that s« > bitter was the hatred of a
Jew tc 'ward a Samaritan that if the
shadow ° of the¢ * latter fell upon him
he wot 1ld go home immediately and
take a bath. Ir 1 spite of that attitude,
as soon as the | Samaritan saw the poor

INTERN TATION AL SERIES

Good News

Lu ke 2:1-14

We re spond i1 istantly to the recital
of the m. atchless and deathless story of
the birth of Jesu s Christ. His birth has
meant fa r more to the people of the
world th. an that of any other person.
The story 7 of His birth is of continual
interest a nd cons tant blessing to those
of us whec ) know ¢ \nd love Him.

Arrar igements ;: for the Saviour
Luk e 2:1-5

Some 7 00 year:s before Christ was
born, the prophet had foretold that He
would be born in Bethlehem in Judea
(Micah 5: 2). Like all other events in
the divine » chroncslogy, there was a
time appoi nted for the birth of Christ.
The way 1 'or the iincarnation was pre-
pared by t he Jewis h religion, the Gre-

unfortunate man, “he had compassion
on him. Without any delay, he alight-
ed from his beast and began to do what
he could to help save the life of the
man. He treated his wounds by “pour-
ing in oil and wine.” He lifted the man
into his own saddle and he walked
until they reached an inn. During the
night he looked after the patient pains-
takingly. After remaining with him as
long as he was needed, he made pro-
vision for his future care and promised
to pay for it.

When real love finds a need, it seeks
to supply it. It ministers to the needy,
feeds the hungry, clothes the naked,
gives drink to the thirsty, visits the
sick, entertains the lonely and comforts
the sorrowing. Love forgets self and
sacrifices for others. Yet, where there
is brotherly love service becomes a
source of joy.

The Lord’s command
Luke 10:36-37

Christ asked the lawyer which one
acted like a neighbor to the wounded
man — the priest, the Levite or the
Samaritan? He answered correctly by
saying, “He that shewed mercy on
him.” Then, Christ said, “Go and do
thou likewise.” Thus, He taught that
the cultivation of this neighborly spirit
is the duty of all through all the sea-
sons of the year.

Of Great Joy

cian culture and Roman conquest. The
time which God chose for Christ to be
born was very much like our own.
Then, as now, people were disillusioned
and desperate.

Just prior to His birth, Joseph and
Mary were in Nazareth, which was
some sixty miles north of Bethlehem.
In order that they might be at the
proper place at the right time, God
caused Caesar Augustus, the Roman
emperor who was wanting and need-
ing more money, to issue a decree that
all the world over which he had con-
trol should be enrolled, every man in
the city where he was born, with a
view to taxation and perhaps military
service. Thus we see God employing
men of the world as instruments. in
the working out of His plans. Often
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men serve His purpose without being
aware of it.

As the people were going “every one
into his own city,” Joseph and Mary,
in obedience to the decree of the duly
constituted authority, wended their
way to Bethlehem. When not even
an improvised corner could be found
in the inn to shelter and protect the
expectant mother, Joseph and Mary
were granted permission to stay in
the stable.

Advent of the Saviour
Luke 2:6-7

While Joseph and Mary were still in
Bethlehem, “the days were accom-
plished that she should be delivered,”
and Jesus Christ was born. Mary did
not have a doctor, nurse or an attend-
ant in the hour of her great need but
“she brought forth her firstborn son.”
That there were none to help was but
a part of the humiliation connected
with the incarnation of our Lord. When
the Saviour was born, Mary “wrapped
him in swaddling clothes and laid him
in a manger; because there was no
room in the inn.” What foreboding in
those words! Lack of hospitality was
the experience of our Lord throughout
His earthly ministry.

Nevertheless, every one of us should
make room for Him in our lives no
matter what else or who else must go.
Do you have room for Him in your
thoughts, your reading, your conversa-
tion and your life?

Announcement to shepherds
Luke 2:8-14

At that time there were lowly shep-
herds in the Judean hill country,
watching over their flocks by night.
While these humble shepherds were
guarding their sheep and protecting
them from robbers and wild beasts,
they were visited by the angel of the
Lord. As the glory of the Lord shone
round about this heavenly messenger,
the shepherds were frightened. Seek-
ing to calm the shepherds, who had
been the first to hear the news that
Christ was born, the angel said, “Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you good tid-
ings of great joy, which shall be to
all people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.” The angel
not only told the town in which Christ
was born but he gave to them a sign
by which they might recognize Him —
“Ye shall find the babe wrapped in

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”

Thus the angel . revealed intimate
knowledge and announced the most
wonderful news that was ever given to
man. Instantly the heavenly hosts
sounded forth a paean of praise to God
because of the birth of the Saviour.

Genuine praise is due to our Lord
Who has brought so many and such
wonderful blessings to the people of
the world. Our praises reach their high-
est level in our dedicated and self-
Blving services to those who need them
in the matchless name of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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Houseparents — needed

Husband — Grounds keep er
Wife — Housemother

Salary based on education an \d
experience plus fringe benefil ts

Spring Meadows
10901 Shelbyville Road

Why don’t you get involved
with today’s youth?

Contact Bob Elliott
502-245-4131

Lee E. Cralle Co.

Funeral Home

LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President
PHONE
634-3646 o 634-3647
1330 South Third Street
Louisville, Ky.

A STEEPLE MAKES A
DIFFERENCE . . . .

e PERMANENT FINISH

o ALL ALUMINUM

* CUSTOM BUILT

© MODERATE COST
WRITE OR CALL

@ Campbellsville Industries,

e, INC.

N “The Steeple People”

P. O. BOX 278 502-465-8135
CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY. 42718

e

An Impressive,
Comforting Service
that meets the requ'n-ements.
of every family calling us

Kerr Brothers
FUNERAL HOME

Lexington, Ky.
463 E. Main St. ® Dial 2-3345

WOLFE BROS. & (0.
PINEY FLATS, TENN.

Y Manufacturers of DISTINCTIVE

= CHURCH FURNITURE

Siace 1888, Write for fres estimate.

Dewitt F. Godby P) 6~
2433 Duncan St. e ;;C-:gt
Louisville, Ky. 40212

The
number one
commentary on
Billy Graham’s

recommended
youth reading
list

(DECISION Magazine)

THE NEW BIBLE
COMMENTARY: REVISED

Edited by D. Guthrie, J.A. Motyer, A.M.
Stibbs, D.J. Wiseman -

Features: 1328 double {8
column pages. 9%” x [
64", Succinct intro-
ductions, thorough [H 2.
outlines for each book B
of the Bible. Cloth |
$12.95 g

e B
l..nul"“r" )

‘... written by men

v vho believe the Scrip-

t ures, recognize them

a s inspired of God, and are seeking to

u nderstand what God is saying to men.

W /e recommend the volume to preachers,

S.  unday School teachers, and others seek-

in g up-to-date scholarly material written

by ' men of known conservatism."”
—BAPTIST RECORD

THE NEW BIBLE

DICTIONARY
Edi ted by J.D. Douglas —
, ¢ 4‘ :
An  entirely new and % ,
up-l ‘o-date dictionary ey
of { he whole Bible. @,

o

s, Cloth $12.95 .
“. ..1 loyaltothe Bible,

Ove r 2,300 articles, 1
map S, sketches, out- !
lines ‘and photos. 1424
page
andp ‘'rovides a wealth %
of inf ormation . . .an
invalu 'able aid to teachers, ministers,
and o ‘hers.”” —SOUTHWEST BAPTIST
i THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
“A ms 'sterpiece . .. up-to-date and rel-
evant, Every professor of Biblical and
related  courses, every Biblical student,
every ! unday School teacher, every re-
ligious leader, and every layman or lay-
woman must be a user of this volume—
it fills a ' vacuum! Destined for wide ac-
claim aa  1d acceptance.” ~D. W. DEERE,
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary
- Order from your Baptist Book Store.

WM. B. EERDMANS
12 9 PUBLISHING CO.
S ] Grand Ropids, Michigan
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Schoppenhorst Bros.
Funeral Home

1832 W. Market, Louisville
Phone 585-4394

A. R. McFARLAND ... President
MARTIN JACKSON ............Vice-President
MAY B. SCHOPPENHORST........... Secretary

Member of
Highlands Funeral Home

3331 Taylorsville Rd. ® 451-4420

Roofing and
Aluminum Siding
Very
Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
to our customers

Give Lasting Gifts...

that have the true spirit of Christmas

ALL THE PARABLES OF JESUS
by Robert L. Cargill. Gives the reader a clear, inspirational look into the
parables and the lessons they hold for us today. $2.95

THE BIBLE'S SECRET OF FULL HAPPINESS
by Joseph F. Green. The author shares his discovery of the secret that assures

us happiness. $3.95
JESUS STOOD BY US

by Helen Reagan Smith. An excellent gift for those who have recently lost
loved ones and are seeking strength in time of sorrow. $3.75

HAPPINESS IS GOD'S GIFT

(Continued from page 5)

misunderstand this. My father was a
Baptist deacon and he could not under-
stand why my expense account was so
much higher than he thought it would
be. But he eventually learned.

There is much being said today about
so many ministers leaving the minis-
try. This is one of the reasons. One
pastor said to me, “The church where
I am pastor is doing well. But I am
going to have to leave it. I cannot live
on my present salary and the church
cannot understand why.”

Hazard, Kentucky W. M. Averett

APPROVES KBC RESOLUTION

Dear Editor:

My wife, Mary Lynn (formerly sec-
retary to Herman Ihley in the inter-
racial department), and I agree with
the KBC’s recent action disapproving
the Sunday School Board’s decision to

BAPTIST FORUM

b,

ently a radio staff announcer with the
American Forces Network, Europe. His
address is Winter Bach Strasse 45,
Frankfurt a. Main, West Germany)

LIKES ‘SUPERSTAR’ ARTICLE
Dear Editor:

I was very much impressed by the
article, “‘Superstar’ — Not Christian,”
by Henry Johns.

I want to commend Henry Johns of
Cattletsburg, Kentucky, for his courage
to speak out and enlighten the young
people as well as the adults about
“ ‘Superstar’ — Not Christian.”

I agree with him and he has my
support and many others I have heard
voice their opinions on the article.

I also commend George Redding for
what he said. I agree with him when

Jhat even now whatsoever thou shalt
ask of God, God will give it thee.” And
he did! Lazarus arose from the dead!
This is petition at its best.

There are other examples, but these
will suffice. However, that this small
discourse include thanksgiving, as well

_as intercession and petition, let us ex-

amine one other short prayer. In Gen-
esis, chapter sixteen, Hagar, a pregnant
woman, fleeing from the wrath of
Sarai, finds herself lost, alone, hungry
and thirsty, and in constant physical
danger. God says to her in effect, “Ha-
gar, go home.” Hagar, sensing that de-
spite the likelihood of punishment she
was wondrously blessed, turns home-
ward; and the Bible says of her, “She
called the name of the Lord that spake
unto her, Thou, God, seest me,” spon-
taneous thanks from a grateful heart.

Often in public worship, standing or
sitting through ages of carefully and
beautifully worded oration to God, I
remember these short, exemplary pray-
ers and am tempted to heave a sigh!

: 1 : ; 5 destroy materials on racial understand- he said, “I am strong for the First Campbellsville, Ky. Carrie L. Warf
by Robert M. McMnII‘a'm. This beautiful book, with the basic message of the ing. When we heard the newscast about Amendment fo the Constitution but p y
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DEGREES — Cadiz native Bill Clark Thomas (second from left), president of the
Malaysia-Singapore Baptist Theological Seminary, checks program notes with the
school’s three November graduates. Thomas conferred degrees on the three. The
woman is of Ceylonese background and the two men are Malay Chinese. They are
the 37th, 38th and 39th graduates of the seminary since its 1954 opening in Penang.

Pastor Fired After Racial Incident

The pastor of Due West Baptist
Church in Due West, South Carolina,
was fired one week after the church’s
deacons dismissed services because a
black student sought to attend and the
pastor held a service instead at a near-
by college. '

Depending upon whose opinion is
sought, the reasons for the pastor’s dis-
missal vary from his attitude on race
relations to his attitude toward con-
stituted church authority, according to
a report in the South Carolina Baplist
Courier.

Don Stevenson, pastor of the church
since 1968, was dismissed by a vote of
47 to 36, effective immediately, with
salary continuing through November
25. :

Stevenson was fired one week after
a tension-filled Sunday when deacons
hastily cancelled the morning worship
service because a black student from
Erskine College, located about one
block from the church, was present.

When the pastor made the announce-
ment, at the deacons’ request, that the
service had been cancelled, he added
that he would conduct a worship ser-
vice “in a few minutes” on the steps
of Be!" Hall, Erskine College’s admin-
is* al-  “uilding.

In ai.. .ferview with the Baptist
Courier after the church had voted to
fire the pastor, the chairman of dea-
cons, Don Crum, saia that racial atti-
tudes were partly to Slame but that
other factors were responsible also.

“The church has not been growing
as it should or makir.” significant ac-
complishments,” Crum said. “For the

16

past two years there has been a lack
of harmony and cooperation between
the pastor and much of the church
membership.”

Stevenson, who teaches two classes
in religion at Erskine College, said he
does not wish to go into teaching. “I
prefer another pastorate, wherever I
can be useful,” he said. (BP)

Operation Talk Back
Gets 60,000 Responses

More than 60,000 questionnaires have
been returned from Operation Talk
Back, an effort to determine readership
opinion toward periodicals and publi-
cations of the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board.

This apparently is the heaviest re-
sponse to any effort made by the board
to determine the viewpoints and reac-
tions of Southern Baptists, according to
Martin Bradley, secretary of the re-
search services department for the
board.

Questionnaires were placed in the
April-May-June, 1971, issues of 78 peri-
odicals produced by the Sunday School
Board, Brotherhood Commission and
Woman’s Missionary Union, agencies
of the Southern Baptist Convention.

The questionnaires dealt with the
specific periodicals in which they ap-
peared, plus general questions about
various related programs and concepts.

Information from Operation Talk
Back is now being tabulated and ana-
lyzed, Bradley said.

Information from the questionnaires
will be used in decisions of the leader-
ship of the agencies involved. (BP)

P@\/\VERLINE

LIFELIGHT FOR TEENS

IN TEEN YEARS BUILD SEX POTENTIAL

Dear Powerline:

When I am with a beautiful girl I want to feel her body . . Most of my
breakups with girl friends have something to do with this. I want to stop this
hunger before I run out of good-looking girls and earn a bad name for myself.

You don’t really want to “stop” the hunger. You just want to redirect it
into the proper channels. This you can do if you take God’s approach to sex.
In His plan, sex is not just physical. It's spiritual, mental AND physical. It's
His way of bringing together two people —a man and a woman —in a unique
oneness. It starts on the spiritual level. When two persons believe in God and
are allowing His Spirit to control their lives, they are one spiritually. You can
have spiritual oneness with as many girls as you like.

If you're especially attracted to one certain girl at the spiritual level, you
can go to work on mental oneness —a blending of the intellect, emotions and
will. There’s tremendous excitement in exploring this relationship. It’s on this
level that you will eventually come to know the one whom you want to marry.
That’s the apex of sexual experience — the physical level. Since it demands
total, lifetime commitment it must be reserved for adulthood. But that doesn’t
mean you're to suppress your sexual appetite until you reach maturity. Instead,
it means you can be building your sexual potential. By developing your ability
to experience oneness with another person at the spiritual and mental levels,
you’ll be laying the best possible foundation for sexual fulfillment at the physical

level, in marriage.
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