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Stony Point Church Honors Native Son

James F. McKinley, Southern Bap-
tist missionary to Bangladesh, was hon-
ored recently by his home church,
Stony Point Baptist Church near Al-
bany.

Revival Reports

The Harrods Creek Baptist Church,
Brownsboro, reports one of its most
successful revivals in many years. Vis-
ible results included 20 baptisms, 9 ad-
ditions by letter and 27 rededications.
A. W. Walker, Sulphur Fork Associ-
ational mission superintendent, was
the evangelist. Roy Thomas is the Har-
rods Creek pastor.

Grace Baptist Church, Lexington, re-
ports a most successful revival with a
total of 142 decisions, according to pas-
tor Joseph R. Tackett. Of the decisions
35 were professions of faith, 6 by prom-
ise of letter and over 100 for rededica-
tion. Arnie Robertson, evangelist from
Greensboro, North Carolina, was the
preacher and Ronald Wilburn, minister

of music at Grace, directed the music.:

The First Baptist Church, Tompkins-
ville, reports a revival in October.
Preacher for the effort was Marvin Spi-
vey, the new First Baptist Church pas-
tor. The music director was Carl Goad,
Jr. Among the visible results was 12
baptisms and increased Sunday School
attendance.

Pastor Frank J. Kuriger, Jr., of the
Mouth Card Baptist Church, reports
a recent revival with 30 professions of
faith, 3 transfer of letters and 23 re-
dedications. The evangelist was Jeff
Brooks of Knoxville, Tennessee, and
the revival was followed with a lay
evangelism school with 27 enrolled,
according to Kuriger.

Parkland Baptist Church in Louis-
ville had its greatest revival in over 20
years, according to pastor Don Zuberer.
Harold Tallant was the evangelist. Of
the 110 decisions, 83 were professions
of faith.

The “J. F. McKinley Day” was a sur-
prise celebration for the missionary
who was scheduled to speak during the
morning worship hour. When the fur-
loughing speaker arrived with his fam-
ily, he found the congregation seated
and waiting for him. Present were all
of his high school classmates but one.
His high school principal and teachers
were also there along with many rela-
tives and friends.

McKinley’s early days in the Albany
community were recalled by friends
and his accomplishments were shared
by those he worked with.

After the missionary told of his ex-
periences in Bangladesh, the church
presented him a gift of $752.50 as a
“pledge of their love and concern for
McKinley and his family.”

A dinner on the grounds followed the
Sunday morning service. Pastor Fred
Hill commented that the service “had
been an inspiration to the congregation
and helped the church members see the
far reach they have through Coopera-
tive Program giving.”

Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT

““‘We could trim the budget by serving govern-
ment surplus army rations at our chureh ban-
quetsi’

to the saints”—JupE 3
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Jerry D. Oakley
Pastor, Yellow Creek
Church, Owensboro

Galatians 2:20
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I Corinthians 13:12

In our world the majority of people
want - everything proven. The first
thought that flashes in the mind when
a rule is stated is Why? At the divul-
gence of a plan the question is How?
Nothing is too sacred to question. This
is good. However, this alert questioning
attitude can become destructive in the
extreme. It tends to lead one to the
egotistical position of demanding facts
and material proof of everything. It
deludes one into thinking he has the
ability to know all things and to un-
derstand all things. This is just not
acceptable in the light of the best Bib-
lical or secular thinking.

Paul says, ‘“we see through a glass
darkly”; the goal is pure kmowledge
when we see “face to face.” Albert Ein-
stein was asked, “Do you believe that
absolutely everything can be expressed
scientifically?” “Yes,” he replied, “it
would be possible, but it would make
no sense. It would be description with-
out meaning — as if you described a
Beethoven symphony as variations of
wave pressure.” Both men are saying
that there are some things that must
be accepted by faith rather than on the
basis of complete understanding.

In our world God can no more be
proven than he could numbers of years
ago, though my whole spiritual well
being is dependent upon my relation-
ship to God. The following passage is
found in the Christian Agnostic, written
by Leslie Weatherhead.

“Some words of A. N. Whitehead
come to mind. He wrote, ‘Only at rare
intervals does the deeper and vaster
world come through into conscious
thought or expression, but they are
the memorable moments of life. It is
then, if ever, that the door to the in-
visible world swings open, and some-
thing of the wonder and greatness of
the spiritual universe is flashed upon
the soul’.”

A man opens his mind to God in
faith and the imprints of God is
“flashed” upon his soul. There are no
irrefutable facts. There is no material
proof. But there is a unique and
strangely satisfying relationship born
between this man and God.
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AID TO NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS —

A number of political and legal
events have occurred within recent
days that are directly related to the
religious scene.

One of the most active items on the
agenda of several legislative bodies is
the matter of extending financial aid
to non-public schools.

While the phrase, ‘“non-public
schools” is commonly used, most of the

- effort and the largest amount of lobby-

ing for such aid is on behalf of those
who favor some kind of state aid for
parochial schools, most of which am
Roman Catholic. X

Because the First Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States for-
bids Congress to enact any law “re-
specting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of,” many plans for salvaging the sink-
ing parochial schools have been de-
clared unconstitutional.

The First Amendment has been in-
terpreted to mean that there is com-
plete separation of church and state in
this country. This meant originally, and
still does, that there can never be a
state church as was the case in Europe
when our country was founded. The
implications of the amendment also
mean that no one church shall receive
preferred treatment or financial sup-
port. This is why so many plans to aid
parochial schools have been declared
unconstitutional by the courts.

However, during the last election a
new element has entered the picture.
Heretofore most of the decisions against
state aid to private education have
been handed down by the courts. But
on November 7, ballot proposals for aid
to parochial schools were submitted
for popular referendums in three states.
All of them lost.

In Maryland, a predominently Cath-
olic state, voters turned down, by a
margin of 7 percent, a proposal to pay
$12 million annually in tuition grants
to parents of non-public school stu-
dents. Idaho voters turned down a pro-
posed change in the state constitution
which would have allowed tax support-
ed bus trdnsportation. In Oregon, vot-
ers rejected a state constitutional
amendment by a 60/40 margin that
would have opened the door to non-
public schools to receive any public
benefits under the federal constitution.

Observers of the Washington scene
believe that these defeats will help de-
ter Congressional efforts to enact a
$1 billion tax credit bill approved by
the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee in September.
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By Frank A. Sharp
—————— R e

Because these state actions are deci-
sions of the electorate instead of a
court, Glenn L. Archer, executive di-
rector of Americans United for Separa-
tion of Church and State, opined that
“politicians have been put on notice
that the American people are not eas-
ily fooled. They do not want to be
taxed for the support of sectarian in-
stitutions and they do not want public
money diverted from the public
schools.”

Attempts to give relief to non-public
education have met with continuing
rebuffs in New York State. A three-
judge federal panel in a unanimous
decision recently ruled out a law which
would have provided $4 million a year
for maintenance and repair of private
and parochial school buildings. It also
rejected @ provision for $25 million
annual tuition aid to low-income fami-
lies with children in non-public schools.

The three judge panel, by a 2-1 de-
cision, left open for further hearings a
provision of a New York state law
allowing ‘income tax credits to fami-
lies whose income is less than $25,000
annually and who send their children
to non-public schools.

However, the New York Committee
for Public Education and Religious
Liberty (PEARL), a coalition of 33
civic, religious, labor and education
groups, has appealed the ruling to the
U.S. Supreme Court for a decision,
claiming that tax credits are “an in-
genious attempt to do by indirection

®

what is forbidden to do directly —
namely, finance tuition payments to
schools that provide sectarian instruc-
tion and religious worship.”

Recently, the Pennsylvania legisla-
ture passed a bill to use state funds to
transport non-public school students,
but since there are no regular funds
available in the state budget, governor
Milton J. Shapp has requested legisla-
tive amendments to use revenue-shar-
ing funds from the federal government
for such purposes.

At present, parochial school students
in Pennsylvania are transported on
public school buses only along estab-
lished routes serving public schools. It
is estimated that only 15 percent of
non-public schools receive bus service
under the established route system.

In spite of rebuffs powerful Catholic
lobbies are at work. A Catholic lawyer,
Raymond L. Wise, writing in the U.S.
Catholic, said that the 1970 ruling of
the U.S. Supreme Court which upheld
tax exemption for property used ex-
clusively for religious purposes could
be used as a precedent for state aid to
education provided there is “no exces-
sive governmental entanglement with
religion.”

Thus the debate goes on with hard
sledding up to this point for proponents
of aid to non-public schools. But per-
haps with President Nixon’s favorable
attitude toward such aid plus four new
appointees by President Nixon to the
Supreme Court, there may be a change
in future court decisions in this regard.
(ABNS) |
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Reforms For Convention Sessions Are In Order

There is justifiable concern over attendance at the
Kentucky Baptist Convention sessions. Except for
times when controversial issues were debated, the
attendance for several years has been increasingly
poor. It was especially so this year. The Walnut Street
sanctuary was never filled except on Wednesday eve-
ning when the Walnut Street High School Chorale,
visitors and the weekly prayer meeting attendance
helped filled it. It was downright embarrassing in the
opening minutes of the two morning sessions when
Baptist college and school groups presented dramatic
devotionals. The student performers almost outnem-
bered the audience.

Is there any way to plan convention sessions to
attract more interest and higher attendance? Prob-
ably so. At least some serious study should be given
to it. One consideration is the number of sessions and
their length. A glance at this year’s program told most
messengers they couldn’t or didn’t want to take in
every minute of every session. Who can blame them?
I sat all the way through most sessions for reporting
purposes and believe me it was no easy chore.

Eight sessions, some of which ran over three hours,
is a rigorous schedule for two and a half days. To
take all these in their entirety makes a messenger
numb in more places than one. Neither his thinking
nor sitting equipment is made for such a marathon.

Other state Baptist conventions apparently are
wrestling over the same problem. North Carolina Bap-
tists, for example, had only five sessions this year
and one session included a special Foreign Mission
commissioning service.

In considering how many sessions should be sched-
uled and how long, thought could be given to how
many items and causes should be included on the pro-
gram each year. As it now is, it is assumed every
area of our Baptist work has to be reported on every
year and a pep talk made in its support. Consequently,
even with eight sessions many items are given only
ten minutes on the program. This is hardly enough
for an impressive presentation.

What ordinarily happens is this. A written report
placed in the hands of the messengers is approved
and the staff member or someone he invites gives the
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cause a promotional push. The truth is probably nine
out of ten messengers don’t even read the report and
are turned off by the pep speech. They are really not
the ones who need to be converted because most of
them are already committed to the cause.

In a tight schedule it is hard to stay on time. Some
inconsiderate, insensitive speakers take theirs and oth-
ers’ time. The result is that others scheduled for ten
minute presentations are put on the spot, especially
since most of the time a prominent visiting speaker
is waiting to make the climactic address before ad-
journment of the session.

What about giving up the idea of having every
cause promoted every year in the convention? Some
causes deserve major emphasis every year but the
others could be divided into two or three groups and
given more time for a major presentation every two
or three years. One well planned and interesting pre-
sentation every several years might be worth more
than a minor presentation every year.

Messengers would also benefit from a more order-
ly conducted program. At least two persons should be
beside the presiding officer all the time. One is the
chairman of the Committee on Order to call time on
the long winded speakers and the other is the parlia-
mentarian to prevent parliamentary snarls as much
as possible. The Southern Baptist Convention has been
greatly helped by such provisions.

Another rule instituted by the Southern Baptist
Convention in recent years should increase interest
of Kentucky convention messengers listening to re-
ports. This is to require that one-third of the time for
consideration of all reports be reserved for discussion
from the floor. Theoretically, in our Kentucky con-
vention there is provision for questions and discus-
sion of reports from the floor but practically it doesn’t
work out that way. All the time allotted for the re-
port and more is generally used by prearrangements
of the presentation.

Admittedly, not many convention messengers are
going to attend every minute of every session. How-
ever for the sake of improved attendance and more
interesting meetings we should consider these and
other reforms.
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Happiness Is - Giving At Chrisimas Time

3

The maxim, “Great oaks from little acorns grow,
was never more truthfully illustrated than in the spe-
cial foreign mission prayer and offering by Baptists
at Christmas time. Known as the Lottie Moon Week
of ?rayer and Offering because this beloved mission-
ary to China first suggested such an observance, the
offering has been called the most expensive Christmas
gift in the world in 1972. The total worth of the gift
hopefully will be $18 million or more.

When Baptist women first responded in 1888 to
Lottie Moon’s suggestion, no one, including Miss
Moon, dared to dream of what dimensions the prayers
and gifts would attain. For many years this observ-
ance was for ladies only and the gifts were from “egg
money” or other small resources of the ladies. In re-
cent years this observance has spread to all the mem-
bers and has become in many places a church-wide
observance. The offerings have increased amazingly
so that now almost half (46%) of all financial re-
sources for Southern Baptist foreign mission efforts
come through the Lottie Moon Christmas gifts.

By now most every Baptist should know that the
1972 Lottie Moon goal is $18 million. This is reason-
able in light of the response last year when the South-
ern Baptist Convention goal was $16,750,000 and the
total offering was $17,833,810. In Kentucky our 1971

offering was $592,407 which was almost $100,000 more -

than in 1970.

The meaning of the Lottie Moon offering for our
2,526 foreign missionaries and those they try to reach
in 75 countries is inestimable. It becomes the answers
to their fervent prayers for specific needs. Already
$12,500,000 of the expected 1972 offering has been allo-
cated in detail with the remaining allocations depend-

" ing upon the amount of the offering.

As we thrill at the thought of an $18 million
Christmas gift by Southern Baptists to foreign mis-
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sions, two reminders are in order. The first is that the
value of Cooperative Program gifts to foreign mis-
sions is in no way diminished by the Lottie Moon
offering no matter how generous it is. Dr. Baker
James Cauthen of the Foreign Mission Board and Miss
Alma Hunt of the Southern Baptist Woman’s Mission-
ary Union are the first to say the life line of all our

mission efforts is in Cooperative Program gifts. For .

example, granted we reach the $18 million goal this
year, this will still be less than half the amount need-
ed for the 1973 planned foreign mission efforts.

This is an over and above offering. It was never
intended to be a part of our regular tithes and offer-
ings. It really means no additional support of the
Lord’s work when we divert regular funds to special
offerings. Fortunately, Kentucky Baptists do not ap-
pear to be doing this. With the almost $100,000 in-
crease in the Lottie Moon offering last year, we still
had an all time Cooperative Program record giving.

The other reminder is that the need for prayer is
not diminished by any amount of offering. One of
our constant dangers is that we emphasize the offer-
ing to the extent that prayer is minimized. If we had
to choose between praying and making a generous
gift, we had better choose prayer. But ordinarily we
den’t have to make such a choice. We can pray and
give and the two must be kept together. There is a
limit to how much many Baptists can give. There is
no limit to how much we can pray. Those who earn-
estly pray:will give but it is possible to give gener-
ously and not pray.

Christmas is a time for giving and receiving. Some
have learned it is more joyful to give than to re-
ceive. One thing is certain. All our giving and receiv-
ing will be more joyful this Christmas if our first
gift goes to the Lord’s work around the world.

If we restrain His name from the
classroom, what will we do with it on

| *
BAPTIST FORUM ghAlE

GOD IN THE SCHOOLS
Dear Editor:

My purpose is not to take issue with
you or others concerning the religious
freedom articles which appeared in the
November 11 issue of Western Record-
er. The “prayer” mentioned on page 6
would never lead souls to Christ; nor
for that matter could one even ap-
proach the presence of God with it,
because it does not mention the name
of Jesus, the one mediator between
God and men.
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Nevertheless, I do feel it expedient
to share my concern about God’s place
in the government of these United
States: Unless a nation is a testimony
to her posterity to refer freely and rev-
erently to the name of God in the class-
room, that nation is in denger. “The
wicked shall be turned into hell, and
all the nations that forget God.” (Psalm
9:17) None can truly study the sciences,
the arts or the humanities without ac-
knowledging the supreme being. Man
need never hear a Bible message in
order to know there is a God. (Romans
1:19-20)

our money? The constitution says mon-
ey is to be regulated by the federal
government; and thus, as a nation, we
declare our trust in God. This state-
ment appears on all our legal tender.
It is interesting to know that a Baptist
minister wrote Salmon P. Chase in
1861, “What if our republic were de-
stroyed, by our coins people would
think we were a heathen nation.” He
suggested “God, Liberty, Law,” and in
1865 Congress passed the law to in-
scribe “In God We Trust.” So it is
shown that our nation is founded on
faith in God and not on a king or a
dictator.

As long as some are trying to rid the
classroom of God, why not discontinue
-(Continued on page 14)




Renewal Evangelism Effort Set

Plans for a two-year period of con-
centrated effort in renewal evangelism
were outlined at the Georgia Baptist
Retreat Center, Toccoa, Georgia, before
38 pew associates enlisted by the South-
ern Baptist Home Mission Board as
volunteers in renewal.

Reid Hardin, a layman who became
~ associate director of the Home Mission
Board’s division of evangelism last May
to specialize in renewal evangelism,
said the 38 are among 100 people com-
mitted to be equipped as associates
starting in January.

Hardin said he expects the 100 to be
the nucleus for the training of 50,000
others in the field of renewal evangel-
ism.

The 100 associates will be trained and
equipped through quarterly meetings in
1973 and 1974 led by Hardin, Findley
Edge of Louisville, Leonard Sanderson
of Alexandria, Louisiana, and Bill
Clemmons of Nashville. =~

The associates will commit them-
selves to equip 10 others in renewal
evangelism, and these in turn will con-
sult with local churches in experienc-
ing renewal initially -through lay re-
newal weekends, lay-led revivals, and
church renewal conferences, Hardin
said. They will also encourage continu-
ing efforts with churches for a 12-24
moonth period.

“We think we can see mot only the
laity alive, but churches and individu-
als developing & whole new life style,”

Former Missionaries
To Chile Appointed

By National Board

Two former foreign missionaries to
Chile were among the three new home
missionaries appointed by the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board.

Mr, and Mrs. Evan Holmes, once mis-
sionaries to Chile, were named to work
with Spanish-speaking people in the
Minneapolis-St. Paul area of Minnesota
by the Home Mission Board’s language
missions department.

Also appointed by the board’s divi-
sion of chaplaincy was Mrs. Sarah
Pitschmann Williamson, @ native of
Houston, Texas, to serve with her hus-
band, B. J. Williamson, chaplain of
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota.

Both appointments were made in co-
operation with the Baptist General
Convention of Texas, which sponsors
Baptist missions work in Minnesota
along with the Home Mission Board.

The Home Mission Board -also ap-
pointed 13 missionary associates in co-
operation with the state conventions in
which they serve. (BP)
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said Sanderson, secretary of evangel-
ism for the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion. His major role in the equipping
process will be the definition and de-
velopment of ia life style of evangelism.

Hardin said that Edge, director of
the Vineyard Conference Center in
Liouisville and long-time leader in the
Christian renewal movement, will lead
in a special emphasis on overall re-
newal strategies.

The 11 associates, who will be pay-
ing their own way and receiving no
salary, grew out of a small group of 31
called together by Hardin last August
at Southern Seminary in Louisville. At
that time they committed themselves
to a two-year effort in renewal.

Edge, a member of the initial group,
said at the Toccoa meeting that in the
past renewal emphasis has been per-
sonal and mostly at meetings outside
the churches, but now a new dimension
has been added—that is the institution-
al, the role of the church itself.

“We see now that really the action
is in the local church. In the past if
you wanted to show courage you got
out of the church. Now it is @ mark of
courage to stay in the church,” Edge
said.

“I have heard laymen say, ‘If only
we could get the pastor fired up.” Then
on the other side, the pastor says, ‘If
we could get the people fired up.’ God
is trying to get thiough to ia real spir-
itual awakening,” Edge said. (BP)

A NEW LOOK — Kelly Hall at Clear
Creek Baptist School in Pineville is get-
ting a face lifting as renovation work
goes on inside. One wing of the stone
building is being converted into apart-
ments for married students, These A. H.
Keith Memorial apartments are being
financed by the Laurel River Baptist
Association.

Preacher
Training

sesfedojefegeleingole

FRANKLIN OWEN
Executive Secretary, Kentucky Baptist Convention

We need to create more experience
opportunities for young seminarians
training for the pastoral preaching min-
istry. When I was in the seminary most
all rural churches were part-time and
many, many of them were served by
seminarians. I was one of them. Min-
isterial students need to exercise their
talents and to feel gradually their fu-
ture pastoral role; to get their feet a
bit wet before the big plunge.

I recently preached again at LaCen-
ter, Kentucky, where I was once a stu-
dent pastor. Contacts there and in nu-
merous associations have shown me

that many former little churches have

grown up and are full-time, with
strong, adequate, resident pastors. This
is glorious but it has tended to leave
many young seminarians without the
opportunities for expenience enjoyed by
men of my student day.

I wonder if there aren’t some ways
to do something about this. For exam-
ple, an association might observe a
Seminary Day. The seminary might
send out a company of men on a given
Sunday. Each of them might be ap-
pointed to a particular church whose
host pastor could pick him up at a
central place. If such plan were well
received, in given cases, then other
associations might observe such a day.

This would give occasional oppor-
tunity of expression to these men in
training. It would let them feel the
pulse of our grassroots and have a fa-
vorable effect on our churches, the
seminarians and the seminary itself,
whose faculty as well as students would
be active in these arrangements and
furnish some of the preaching if need-
ed. It would put us all closer together.
It would improve communication and
that would be good for the fellowship.

What do you think about it? Some
such plans are already stirring. Are
other associations interested? I've
talked about this with A, B. Colvin and
some of the superintendents of missions
and with seminary personnel. We’d love
to hear from interested localities. With
a great seminary located in our state
we havg some measure of opportunity
and res;onsibil'ity toward the training
of young ministers. Does your church
know a seminarian who isn’t preaching.
Invite him sometime.

—Frank Owen
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HMB Launches High School Evangelism Effort

Five recent college- graduates have
committed themselves to a three year
pilot program of high school evangel-
ism called “Reach Out.”

Developed by Barry St. Clair of the
youth evangelism office at the South-
ern Baptist Home Mission Board,
“Reach Out” will seek to train volun-
teer leadepship to work through local
churches to minister to high school stu-
dents through a three-fold outreach.

‘The approach features: (1) a “touch
ministry” designed to establish con-
tact with the school’s students, teach-
ers and administration; (2) a family
disciplining ministry where small
groups work together to neach Chris-
tian maturity; and (3) a “joy explo-
sion,” which will consist of youth re-
vivals, crusades and mission action
projects.

The first group of “Reach Out” staff-
ers congists of Rod Minor of Birming-
ham, Alabama, and Tom Alford of
Gadsden, Alabama, both graduates of
Samford University; Linda Harrington
of Fort Pierce, Florida, a graduate of
Florida Atlamtic University; and Vicki
Walker from Carrollton, Georgia, a
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HONORED — Shown above are those honored
with 5 year, 10 year or 15 year tenure pins at
a Recognition Dinner in Louisville during the
Kentucky Baptist Music Association program
on November 13. W. Hines Sims of Florida
presented the pins and spoke at the dinner.
(Above) Robert Hickman of Florence is con-
gratulated for 15 years service by Eugene
Quinn of Middletown who also received a 15
Year pin. (Upper Right) Receiving 10 year
pins were, left to right, Charles Douglas,
Princeton; Grover Waller, Owensboro; Bill
Williams, Lexington; Rudy Howard, Murray;
and Eugene Coates, Louisville, the group’s
president. (Lower Right) Those with at least
five years of continuous service are, left to
right, Dean Gray, Hartford; Ronald Wilburn,
Lezington,; Bill Williamson, Fulton; Eugene
Sutherland, Louisville; Jack Duvall, Green-
ville; Wallace Miller, Owensboro; Donald Spen-
cer, Versailles; and Jack M. Jones, Lexington.

graduate of West Georgia College.
These four will work at First Baptist
Church in Newnan, Georgia, with youth
director Ronney Davis.

Tom Lowry of Atlanta, a graduate
of the University of Georgia, will work
at Greenstreet Baptist Church in High
Point, North Carolina, with youth di-
rector Jarrell Rial.

While St. Clair serves as advisor,
supervisor and policy maker, the youth
directors will cooperate unofficially as
trainers of the “Reach Out” staff which
expects to expand to 50 next year.

The first year of the three year pro-
gram gives training in a church with a
successful youth program, During this
year staffers raise their own salary of
$60 per week through sponsors at their
home churches and receive $15 a week
and living quarters from participating
chunches. The Home Mission Board re-
imburses staffers for special expenses
and materials.

The second year, “Reach Out” staff-
ers will serve as paid staff members
of a church wishing to develop a youth
program. The third year will be spent
in that church training other “Reach

Out” staffers to carry out a youth evan-
gelism program.

Minor, working in Newnan, Georgia,
said that he eats lunch in the local high
school and makes himself available to
talk to students then, before and after
schiool several days each week. He said
that the administration is open to his
ministry.

On Tuesday nights at Newnan, Minor
leads a Bible study program open to
anyone, One night a week is “family
disciplining” featuring prayer and fel-
lowship for Christian growth for about
10 kids. )

At Newnan First Baptist Church,
Minor teaches Sunday School in a de-
partment where classes are based on
spiritual growth. His class is for new
Christians who learn the basics of
Christian faith.

“Kids are tired of playing games —
the days are gone where you could pass
out the ping pong ball and open the
soft dnink machine and call that a min-
istry,” said Minor. “‘Reach Out’ is
geared to truth —iliving Christianity in
a consistent and effective way.” (BP)




Thirty-two Baptist state conventions
weathered their annual fall sessions,
not only without any major storms but
with hardly a mipple on their placid
surfaces.

It was the calmest fall of state con-
ventions in the memory of most con-
vention watchers who reported the ses-
sions for Baptist Press, newsservice of
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Tl?ere were no great burning issues
raging through the majority of the
state conventions — no big debates on
‘accepting federal aid for Baptist insti-
tutions, no. hassles over such contro-
versial matters as infallibility of the
Bible or race relations.

In almost all the conventions, there
appeared to be an unusual sense of
unity, peace and harmony, according to
reports from the states.

Probably the most intense debate
came at four conventions over the ques-
tion of whether to restrict representa-
tion at the conventions to only mes-
sengers from churches which require
baptism of all members by immersion
in o Baptist church. ‘

Nine states faced conmstitution revi-
sions of some sort, or proposals for
restructure of the state convention
staff. Six dealt with the future of state
Baptist institutions. Four proposed new
pastor-chunch relations services for
churchless pastors and: pastorless chur-
ches.

Resolutions adopted by the state con-
ventions sounded like a broken record,
replaying the same words and topics
in state after state.

Fourteen states adopted resolutions
opposing tax aid to parochial or pri-
vate schools. Ten states opposed liguor
law rpevisions and seven repudiated
gambling. Eight states commended ef-
forts toward ending the war in Viet-
nam. Six protested proposals to with-
draw tax deductions for contributions
to churches.

Throughout all the conventions’ re-
ports, the spirit of unity and harmony
seemed to prevail. Even when contro-
versial issues were involved, the-re-
ports indicated a good spirit.

Some observers pointed: out that the
messengers seemed to be tired of bick-
ering and fighting. A few commented
that the same feeling of apathy which
seems to abound in society might have
spilled over into the denomination. One
editor described a convention as a “do-
nothing” session. Another said his ses-
sion was “bland.” Others observed that
the messengers wanted to get on with
the main tasks of evangelism and mis-
sions.

In sevenal conventions, miscellaneous
business sessions scheduled on the pro-
gram were not needed. In Kentucky,
for example, there was no business
from the floor, so the messengers sang
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State Conventions A

a hymn instead. A similar situation de-
veloped in Oklahoma.

In Arkansas, the only debate during
the entire convention came over wheth-
er or not the state Game and Fish Com-
mission should schedule the opening
day of hunting season on Sunday.

Even the question of baptism, poten-
tially the most explosive issue faced by
the state conventions, was handled with
a minimum of debate and @ spirit of
harmony and unity.

North Carolina reached a compro-
mise solution on two proposed consti-
tutional amendments requiring that
only churches which practice baptism
by immersion or messengers who have
been immersed be seated at annual ses-
sions. The two amendments, which
threatened to divide the convention,
were withdrawn and the convention
instead reaffirmed its “belief in” bap-
tism by immersion, but did not set this
as a requirement for membership.

In a similar respect, South Carolina
defeated an amendment which would
have rejected messengers from church-

Nine states faced constitu-
tion revisions of some sort or
proposals for restructure of
the state convention staff. Six
dealt with the future of state
Baptist institutions. Four pro-
posed new pastor-church rela-
tions services for church-
less pastors and pastorless

churches.

es which accept members who have not
been baptized by immersion, later re-
affirming the “Statement on Baptist
Faith and Message” position on baptism
by immersion.

In both cases, the conventions ex-
pressed an opinion that immersion is
the proper form of baptism but were
unwilling to set this as a requirement
for membership in the constitution.

California and Kansas, however, con-
tinued their current constitutional re-
strictions against so-called “alien im-
mersion,” that is, acceptance of church
members who have been baptized by
immersion by a church of some other
denomination.

Kansas rejected by a better than 2-1
margin a complete new constitution
which would have eliminated the cur-
rent restrictions denying membership
to churches which practice alien im-
mersion, open communion or have ties
with ecumenical onganizations. Kansas
also defeated: a move to define these
terms in the current constitution.

The question was left unresolved for
the fourth straight year in California,
where messengers rejected three pro-
posed constitution amendments de-
signed to clarify the constitutional
meaning of “alien immersion.” The is-
sue will be carried over until next
year’s session.

Indiana Baptists also rejected a con-
stitutional amendment which would
have deleted a phrase that a church
must be a cooperating member in good
standing with a district association to
send messengers to the state body.
There was no reference to the baptism
question, except an oblique reference
in debate that the local association is
in a better position to judge a church’s
doctrinal stance than the state con-
vention.

A doctrinal question came up brief-
ly at the Ohio convention, but a mo-
tion to oppose sale and distribution of
the Broadman Bible Commentary pub-
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Termed 'Peaceful

lished by the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board was quickly tabled. Later
th»e convention did reaffirm “our con-
tu_lrumsg faith in the infallibility of the
Brbl-e as the Word of God as outlined
in the Baptist Faith and Message,” but
there was no reported connection be-
tween the two actions.

New Mexico Baptists also reaffirmed
the Baptist Faith and Message State-
ment, pointing out “the distinctive
p]Jank_ in the Baptist platform” — the
capability of every believer to inter-
pret Scripture for himself as led by the
Holy Spinit.

Mild debate was sparked in Florida
and Louisiana over proposals to estab-
lish a pastor-church relations service
to provide counseling to ministers and
information to churches seeking staff
n'_xembers. Some argued that such a ser-
vice would interfere with “the leader-
ship of the Holy Spirit.”

Florida, Louisiana and Xentucky,
however, approved the proposals by a
strong majority to establish the infor-
mation and counseling services. The
Alabama executive board reported its
plans to initiate such a program, but
no convention action was needed or
taken.

Under such programs, already oper-
ative in five other states, biographical
information would be supplied, without
comment or recommendation, to chur-
ches seeking staff personnel on pastors
or other staff members, who authorize
the convention to supply such informa-
tion, Some counseling would be awvail-
able also to ministers and church
staff members who face personal prob-
lems from pressures of the ministry.

Unlike several previous years, no
sfaate convention in 1972 voted to sever
ties with a Baptist school or hospital,
permitting them to operate as separate
self-supporting institutions.

Tennessee Baptists rejected a pro-
posal to close down Harrison-Chil-
howee Baptist Academy in Seymour,
Tennessee; Georgia Baptists agreed
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without debate to the merger of At-
lanta Baptist College and Mercer Uni-
versity; North Carolina approved a six-
point plan outlining relationships with
its hospital in Winston-Salem; and
Florida Baptists authorized their execu-
tive Board to deal with a plan to sell
its children’s home property and create
instead two smaller homes for children.

Mississippi Baptists approved a fund
campaign to rebuild a state assembly
degtroyed by Hurricane Camille, and
rejected a proposal that would have
made the vice president a president-
elect to become president the following
year. A similar proposal will likely
come before the Southern Baptist Con-
vention in its mnational sessions next
June. ¥

Restructure studies or proposals were
authorized or approved in the Michi-
gan, Illinois, Louisiana and Northwest
conventions, but none were considered
as drastic as several reorganization pro-
grams approved several years ago by
numerous other conventions.

Fourteen states adopted reso-
lutions opposing tax aid to
parochial or private schools.
Ten states opposed liquor law
revisions and seven repudi-
ated gambling. Eight states
commended efforts toward
ending the war in Vietnam,
Six protested proposals to
withdraw tax deductions for

contributions to churches.

) About six state conventions voted to
mcm the percentage of their allo-
cations going to world missions through
the Southern Baptist Convention Co-
operative Program.

West Vlrg'm.ua, Northwest and Illinois
conventions jumped the percentage by
one percent; while Colorado and Michi-
gan increased it one-half of one percent.
Kentucky Baptists amended their bud-
get to provide almost one-third of any
surplus received to SBC causes, rather
than all overages going to capital needs
as first recommended.

.It was also the year of the woman
vice president. Three conventions —
Alabama, Virginia and Florida — elect-
ed women as vice presidents. For the
first time, 2 woman presided over the
District of Columbia Convention as
president this year.

Indiana Baptists, however, defeated
a motion to withhold any financial aid
to the New York convention because
an association in the state had accepted
a church with a woman pastor as a
mgmber church. Georgia, likewise, de-
'c].m.ed to adopt a resolution opposing
ordination of women as deacons or pas-
tors, reaffirming that “such matters
must be left to the local church.”

Resodut'iom in 14 states upheld sepa-
ration of church and state, and opposed
any tax funds going to parochial or
private schools. Six states also opposed
the so-called “Tax Policy Review Act
of ; 1972” proposed by Representative
W}l'bur Mills and Senator Mike Mans-
field, which would end tax exemptions
and deductions for gifts to churches.

A«.? usual, there were the annual res-
olutions against pornography, liquor by
the drink, gambling and drug abuse.
Three states opposed X-rated or moral-
ly offensive movies stressing sex and
violence on television.

At least eight states commended re-
ce.nt peace efforts to end the war in
Vietnam, several praising President
Nixon. But the president was also criti-
cized by several other states for sup-
porting tax credits and other forms of
federal aid for parochial schools.

Thpee states — Illinois, Arkansas and
Michigan — opposed abortion on de-
mand or liberalization of state abortion
laws. In Virginia, the hottest debate
came on a recommended statement fa-
voring amnesty for conscientious objec-
tors to war. The proposal was soundly
defeated.

‘I_‘he Virginia convention was de-
scr1l')ed as “one of the most tranquil
sessions in its 149 year history.” Per-
haps that same description could apply
to almost all of the 32 state Baptist
bodies which met from October 21
through November 22. (BP)
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Baptist Conference States

ﬁ.,.hity Of All Human Righis

Human rights as set forth in the Bill of Rights of the
U.S. Constitution stand or fall together and the churches
have an obligation to exert influence on government to
preserve and protect these rights.

These two conclusions were expressed by the 85 par-
ticipants in the 15th Religious Liberty Conference in
Washington sponsored by the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs.

Findings of the conference participants are not binding
on any of the eight Baptist bodies sponsoring the Baptist
Joint Committee, pointed out John W. Baker, associate
director in charge of research services for the joint com-
mittee and conference director. Baker said the conclusions
were “for the edification” of the conference participants
and the joint committee and were not “official documents.”

Although the Bill of Rights includes the first 10 amend-
ments to the Constitution, conference participants did not
discuss the First Amendment and its “no establishment of
religion” and “free exercise” clauses because Baptists in
recent years have given special attention to the First
Amendment but have not given major study to the other
rights in the Constitution, Baker said.

The rights that received primary consideration by the
conference include: freedom of speech and the press, peace-
able assembly, right to petition the government for redress
of grievances, right of privacy, right against undue search-
es and seizures, double jeopardy, trial by jury, due process
of law, private property for public use, speedy trial, right
of the accused to face his accusers, right to counsel, pro-
tection against excessive bail, fines, and cruel and unusual
punishment, and other rights not listed in the Constitution.

A section headed by George Hill, pastor of Calvary
Baptist Church, Washington, D.C., summarized not only
the consensus of his section but of the entire conference
when he reported “that religious and civil rights are ba-
sically unitary in character.”

This view was reinforced by Donald Anderson, editor
of the Baptist Standard of the Baptist General Conference
and chairman of another section which considered con-
stitutional amendments six, seven and eight..

Anderson reported: “It is clear to us that the church
must be engaged in protecting these rights and seeking
their extension to all people. Any abuses of these rights
that may occur constitute a threat to religious liberty.”

Another section led by Francis W. Hensley, pastor of
Vineyard Haven Baptist Church, Vineyard Haven, Massa-
chusetts, declared that human rights can be realized only
by a limited government. This section declared: '
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“A free church in a free society requires that the
church not be subject to the censorship of the govern-
ment in the area of ideas. To fulfill its prophetic role on
behalf of the individual and society, it is essential that
the church, and its leaders in particular, be free to take
public positions that conflict with current governmental
policy.”

Although all the conference findings were addressed
to the Baptist Joint Committee, the conference made sev-
eral specific recommendations:

1. It was recommended that the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee be asked to work with member denominations on
the formulation of a statement of functions of the church,
particularly with reference to church-state relations, as
they affect such matters as taxation, lobbying, petition of
government and business activities of the church.

2. It was recommended that ways be found to influ-
ence the Baptist Joint Committee, as well as the sponsor-
ing Baptist bodies and the general public, to work for the
maintenance of all the rights found in the Bill of Rights.

The conference as a whole felt that the constitutional
provisions against “an establishment of religion” and for
“the free exercise of religion” were closely related to all
other nights in the Bill of Rights. Hence, they felt that
the mandate to protect separation of church and state
and religious freedom also included the protection of the
other rights.

3. It was hoped that the Baptist Joint Committee and
other denominational bodies look upon the national 1976
bi-centennial “as a golden opportunity to remind Baptists
and others of the origin of the Bill of Rights and of its
continued significance.”

Among the findings of the three conference sections
are the following:

Freedom of Speech: “The role of the church is to pro-
tect freedom of speech for every person. The only limita-
tion should be when speech infringes upon the liberties
of others.”

Freedom of the Press: “Freedom of the press is the
human liberty to print and to publish, for the public, facts
and opinions when such action does not infringe upon the
liberty of others...To preclude further governmental -
controls, we urge the press to exercise diligence in self-
control, in terms of accuracy, balance, fairness and hon-
esty.”

Freedom of Peaceable Assembly: “The church should
seek to protect this liberty for all, regardless of the popu-
larity of the participants or the cause espoused.”

Right of Petition: “For the church, the exercise of this
right may be effected through the petition of the church
as a corporate body, or through its members acting as
individual citizens. Churches should commit themselves to
serious study of public issues so that individual members
might be informed.”

Privacy, Self-Incrimination, Due Process: “We need to
influence units of government and power structures out-
side government in support of amendments four and five
of the Constitution... We must develop and maintain the
concept that it is Christian to give attention to public
issues and influence their outcome in a positive way.”

Capital Punishment: “Capital punishment is viewed as
‘cruel and unusual punishment’ in the light of the eighth
amendment.” (Thére was dissent by several from this
opinion. )

Responsibility: “Because officials, being human, are
prone to err, Baptists must exercise vigilance for the Bill
of Rights by helping create informed public opinion to
maintain equal protection for minorities and those who
have different life styles or priorities, and to change offi-
cials by constitutional process when those officials violate
procedural rights. Justice must be administered fairly
without multiple standards.” (BP) B
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GLEANINGS FROM THE FigLD —

Lawson Cook Dies,

Lawson H. Cook, retired executive
1s;cretary of the Southern Baptist
rotherhood Commission for 15 years,
sﬁled N ovember 20 after 5 three months
t1}1'}ness in Memphis, Tennessee. He was

Cook was executive
2 _ secretary of the
nation-wide organizat; i
laymen from 1936-51, e aeet
A former banker from Ri
' é chmond,
tC}f)okvx_vas_ the first general seczl'et'a.'ry of
e Virginia state : =
e 1+ Chamber of Com
_ Gler}dom McCul-lough, current execu-
tive director of the Brotherhood Com-.
mission, described him as a man who
W ({3 "I .
st:;s_ .”small in stature but took giant
When Cook took over rei
s ins of the
commission, there were only 250 chur-
ches with 10,000 laymen enrolled in
Brotherhood. When he retired in 1951,
gﬁl:;)d were 6,000 churches with Broth-
/ | groups and / i
ot 18000 oL a total enrollment
Also in 1936, the Brotherhood Com-
mission occupied one room containing
a @es’k,.two chairs and a rented type-
writer in a downtown office building.
Today, there are nearly 500,000 men
and bos_rs enrolled in Brotherhood: pro-
grams in gbout 14,000 SBC churches.
The commission operates on a budget
of more than $1 million, publishing sev-
en magazines and keeping 10 consul-
tants on t.he field in addition to the
:e,taff. working in a $600,000 office build-
ing in Memphis, Tennessee.
beFuér;era'l ;erv'ices were held Novem-
T at First Baptist Church, Mem-
phis. (BP) T

Charles F. Treadway, 20 year -
ployee of the Sunday Schog'rl Bo::ﬂ
has been named pastoral ministries:

Y consultant special-

A H izing in deacon

: ministry for the
church administra-
tion department.

Treadway will be
responsible for
planning, ' promot-
ing and conducting
field service pro-
Jects designed to
. help deacons be-

: come more effective
Treadway leaders in several
areas. These areas include church lead-
ership, proclamation, pastoral care,
deacon ministry, summer youth pro-
gram and associational leadership.

A native of Mississippi, Treadway is
a gnadJu_‘ate of Mississippi College, Clin-
ton, Mississippi. He earned the ThD
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Treadway, Kennedy, Ishee C hange Posts

and ThM degrees at Southern Bapti
Theo«logircal Seminary, Louisville. o

Ordained to the ministry in 1935
Treadway held pastorates in Mississippi’
and Kgn-tucky for 17 years. Prior to
b'ecom;n-g editor of the board’s Vaca-
tion Bible School materials in 1952, he
was pastor for eight years at First ﬁap-
tist Church, Cleveland, and two years
at Fu"s:t _Exaptist Church, Columbia, both
in Mississippi. He has served in the
S_unday School department as super-
visor of Weekday and Vacation Bible
School unit and as a general admings-
tration consultant before lassunljimg"his
present position in November, 1972,

He has served as a member of the
Mississippi Baptist Convention board
Sout}le'pn Baptist Theological Semi.
nary’s board of trustees and Mississippi
Baptist Student Union Council,

The executive committee of the New

Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary’
;)Ioard of trustees hasg named .111:11;1}:3:
afggrt;? Kennedy as dean of academic

Kenm_edy, who has taught at New Or-
leans since 1947 and was acting dean
at thlfy time of his appointment, will
coord'm:ate and supervise academic af-
f-a.,m:s'm- a new organization plan of five
ginwsuoms within the seminary, accord-
ing to president Grady C. Cothen.

Kenmedy, the new academic dean, re-
ceived the doctor of theology degree
from_ New Orleans Seminary in 1947
and is a graduate of Mississippi Col-
lc_ege, Clinton. He has also done addi-
fc-lo-n'a‘l study at Union Theological Sem-
inary, New York, and Yale University
l?wmnty School, New Haven Connec-
ticut. ;

Since 1947 he has served the semi-
nary as professor and associate profes-
sor of Old Testament and Hebrew as
chairman of the graduate counci-l, in
the school of theology, and as dean of
the school of theology. (BP)

Roger L. Brooks, 45, dean of the col-
lege of liberal and fine arts at East
Texas State University at Commerce
Texas, since 1967, will become pres-i:
dent of Howard Payne College in
Brownwood, Texas, January 1, 1973.

He succeeds Guy D. Newman, who
Was named chancellor last May by the
Brzg:tlstkschool’s board of trustees.

rooks, a Baptist deacon, is a nati
of El Dorado, Arkansas, and is a gaIE;‘(’l?
uate of Baylor University, Waco, Tex-
as, and the University of Illinois, Ur-
bana. He earned the doctor of philoso-
phy_degree in English from the Uni-
versity of Colorado, Boulder, 2

As chancellor, Newman, Howard
Payne president for 18 years, will de-
vote.most of his time to development
public relations, fund raising and pub:

lic speaking. He stepped dowm i-
dent at his own requgst. i

The new Howard Payne president
s'eryed as professor of English and as-
sociate dean of the graduate school at
Texas Tech in Lubbock before moving
to East Texas State, (BP)

John A, Ishee, editor of the chi
tramup'g department’s adult cu."ri\':ul'iflcrf'x1
materials, has been named editor of
pastoral ministries
materials at the
Southern Baptist
Sunday School
Board.

A native Missis-
sippian, Ishee re-
ceived the BS de-
gree in education
from Austin Peay
State University,
Clarksville, Tennes-

see, and the MRS -
Isl;eg_ e degree from South-
ern Braptxst Theological Seminary,

Louisville, He is also a graduate of
ma}eloe;iehePembodythcolﬂjege, Nashville,

earned the

iy EdD and MA de-

Prior to joining the editorial sta
the board’s church training d.epartrflfer?f
in 1963, Ishee served three years as
minister of education at Severns Valley
Baptist Church, Elizabethtown, Earlier
ggu v::tsioassoﬁvisatﬁ pa]sstow and minister of’

on a e Baptist - {

o aptist - Tabernacle,

In addition to havi writt:
and devotional materlnagls for ﬂdﬁ?ﬁﬁ
of Sur_xq:ay School Board periodicals, he
has written the teaching aids for sev-
ga'na;l“chupcp study course books includ-
ing Rehg?ous' Liberty,” “Principles of
Stewardship Development,” “Guiding
Adults,” and “Understanding” Adults.”
He_ Is t'he_ author of an adult resource
unit “Training in Parenthood” and two
bookf, “Adults in Church Training,”
zggorWmeetxﬁ Trouble Comes.” He is als,o

it O “ 3
g - e book, “Is Christ for John

Fred D. Hubbs has resigned as direc-
tor of associational administration for
the Missiouri Baptist Convention to
enter the field of full-time evangelism, -
effective December 31, 1972,

Hubbs, executive secretary of the
Baptist State Convention of Michigan
for 1.3 years before accepting the Mis-
souri position in January, 1971, will di-
Fect the work of the Midwest Evangel-
istic . Association based in J efferson
City, Missouri,

Hubbs was the first vice president of
the Southern Baptist Convention in
1966. He has served as pastor of chur-
ches in Arkansas and Texas, (BP)

i1




LIFE AND WORK SEh. s

By H. C. Chiles

“(These l.éssons For December 10, 1972)

When Life Passes You By

Many have known how it feels to be
passed by. For those who may be called
to pass through this trying and frus-
trating experience, Joseph is certainly
an inspiration. Because of his honorable
repulse of the amorous solicitations of
Potiphar’s wife, Joseph was falsely ac-
cused by her of attempted adultery, and
then Potiphar cast him into prison
and kept him incarcerated for a long
time. Had he not known God, Joseph
might have concluded that it pays to
sin. ]

Genesis 39:21

Treated unjustly when he was im-
prisoned, Joseph made the best of the
circumstances. Even in that place of
humiliation and shame he continued to
be his noble self. His conduct in prison
was just as manly as it had been else-
where. A superior man will always
manifest superiority in any situation.

It was Joseph’s demeanor in prison
that gained for him the confidence of
the keeper of the prison. That God. is
with one should be enough for anybody
in any adversity. God was with Joseph
in the dungeon as certainly as He had
been with him in the palace.

While with Joseph, God gave him
mercy, lightened his burden and en-
abled him to be useful. He also com-
forted him in his peculiarly trying
position and imparted to him strength
and skill for the proper discharge of
his duties.

Genesis 40:1-3

Through something which they did
or failed to do, the butler and baker
offended the king and they were thrust
into the prison where Joseph was in-
carcerated. Joseph was assigned the
task of looking after the personal needs
of these royal prisoners. Instead of
yielding to despair and refusing to see
any hope of good, Joseph displayed in
that uncongenial place the same seren-
ity of mind and the same religious
faith as elsewhere.

Genesis 40:7-8

Observing the sad countenances of the

butler and baker, and being desirous of
helping them in whatever way that he
could, Joseph inquired of them as to
the cause of their distress, whereupon
he learned that they were not able to
interpret some of their dreams. Natur-
ally they were perplexed and frustrat-
ed because of their inability to inter-
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pret their dreams. Joseph capitalized
on his opportunity by asking them, “Do
not interpretations belong to God?” His
question was a rebuke to them for
looking to and depending on magicians
instead of God. He promptly offered
himself, as the servant of God, as an
interpreter of their dreams.
Genesis 40:12-15
With their consent and through the
divine power which was imparted to
him, Joseph readily interpreted the
perplexing dreams. Joseph predicted
that within three days the chief butler
would be restored to his previous po-
sition as cupbearer to the king. Fore-
seeing and predicting the butler’s deliv-
erance from prison and restoration to
his exalted position, but not knowing
when he himself might be liberated,
he threw in a request on behalf of him-
self. In return for his service to the
butler Joseph modestly requested him
to ask the king to release him from
confinement,
Genesis 40:20-23
Outside the prison the butler was a
different man from what he was.when
he was on the inside and needing help.
His failure or refusal to intercede with
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the king was probably as unkind and
cruel a blow as any Joseph had yet
received. Because he was forgotten by
the butler, one can imagine Joseph be-
ing tempted to lose faith in human
nature. But his faith in God stood the
test and it is significant that Joseph
did not again ask a favor from man,
not even from the king. Cruelly sold
into slavery by his brethren, suffering
because he refused to sin and forgotten
by one whom he had helped were
enough trials to shatter his faith had
it not been for the fact that God gave
him the inner assurance that He was
with him through it all.

The sort of callous ingratitude which
the butler displayed in promptly for-
getting Joseph is far too prevalent to-
day. Remembrance of and appreciation
for kind favors frequently slip from the
memory of individuals as guickly and
easily as water flows from a smoothly-
worn rock, much to the shame of such
ungrateful people. Dealing with people
of this type causes one to realize that
it is always better to trust in God,
rather than men. When we are passed
by and have frustrating experiences,
we must learn to stay close to God. @

A Nation AgainsflL God

Jeremiah 5:21-25, 29-31

When God entered into covenant
with His chosen people, He promised
them His presence, peace, protection,
prosperity, joy, victory and honor. Why
were they not enjoying the fulfillment
of these promises in Jeremiah’s day?
Simply because of their deplorable sin-
fulness.

God called Jeremiah and commis-
missioned him to denounce their sins
and warn them of the inevitable and
impending judgment of God, which
was an exceedingly difficult assign-
ment. On every hand Jeremiah ob-
served signg of national decay. The re-
ligious life of the people was at a low
ebb. Jeremiah was distressed by the
spinitual apathy which prevailed among
the people. Injustice, impurity, impiety
and oppression were widespread. Care-

lessness, unbelief, self-seeking and in-
sincerity were noticeable on every
hand.

In many ways the time in which
Jeremiah lived and proclaimed God’s
message reminds us of our own day.
Each is an age of crisis, of decaying
faith, and of great change. We, too,
need prophets to bring home to us the
awareness of our selfishness, our false
security and our impending perils. Our
age needs people of righteous convie-
tions, godly purposes, unquestioned
righteousness, unswerving perseverance
and unfaltering fidelity.

God gave Jeremiah a tremendous re-
sponsibility of warning an entire na-
tion that if it continued in its course
of opposition to Him that disaster was
inevitable. Speaking of their sins and
warning them that the judgment of
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God was sure to fal] upon them, unless
they repented, was a message which
the people g!id» not want to hear from
any source but cially not from one
of their own. Jmah zvas grieved at
their lack of berception and told them
how foolish they were to ignore, op-
pose, defy and disobey God. Then and
and always man’s woes have been,
are, and ever shall be the result of his
choosing to conform to Satan’s will
rather than to the will of God.
4 God’s Word tells us that the explana-
‘t‘xo'n of our failures lies in ourselves:
Your iniquities * have  turned away
these things, and your sins have with-
ho}dien good things from you.” What is
it in your life that keeps you from ex-
periencing the fulfillment of God’s
promises and receiving His marvelous
bbessmg‘s.? It is some act or habit of
wrongdoing. Sin, when it is cherished,
turns blessings away. Iniquities per-

sisted in make impossible the fulfill-

ment of the divine promise. It is im-
possible for any of God’s children to
enjoy thfe consciousness of the divine
favor if they are living in a manner
that is displeasing to Him. Disobedience
to a divine command or transgression
of the divine law always hinders the
fullness of blessing.

: When an individual or a nation de-
cides to live without God or in oppo-
sition to Him, He leaves that person or
country to its own folly, With rebel-
lnop against and disobedience to God
bringing disaster, and repentance to-
ward G_od and faithful obedience to
Him bringing the blessings of peace,
protection and prosperity, it is difficult
to understand why any individual
would prefer and choose the former.
All of us need to remember that God
is the Giver of all good gifts, but that
the sins of people often cause Him to
withhold blessings from them.

Prosperity is frequently the snare
which leads to national disaster or de-
struction. Multitudes today, like the
people in Jeremiah’s day, have for-
saken God the Fountain of living wa-
ter, .Whose refreshing grace is ever
flowing in great abundance, and have
substituted man’s cisterns which are
very limited in supply eand whose con-
tents are impure.

Reople are selfish, greedy, cruel and
unjust in their dealings with their
fellowmen because they are not right
iny their relationship with God, and He
refuses ‘to condone their sins. If you
are guilty before God, you should make
a sincere and full confession of your
sin to God, renounce your sin, which
has hindered you in doing what you
should have done and deprived you of
S0 many blessings, Tesolve to do what
God commands and not to do what He
forbids, and commit yourself without
reservation to God. In doing so, you
will find that the window of heaven
will be opened and such blessings will
be poured out that you will not have
room enough to receive all of them. |
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Afraid
you're
going deaf?

Chicago, Ill.— A free offer of
special interest to those who
hear but do not understand
words has been announced by
Beltone. A non-operating model
of the smallest Beltone aid ever
made will be given absolutely
free to anyone answering this
advertisement. ;

in the privacy of your own
home without cost or obligation
of any kind. It’s yours to keep,
free. It weighs less than a third
of an ounce, and it’s all at ear
level, in one unit. No wires lead
from body to head.

These models are free, so we
suggest you write for yours
now. Again, we repeat, there is
no cost, and certainly no obli-
gation. Write to Dept. 4463
Beltone Electronics Corp., 4201
‘W. Victoria, Chicago, I11. 60646.

Try it to see how it is worn

HERBERT C. CRALLE
FUNERAL HOME

Edwin R. Hillock, President .

Wallace C. Hatler

Phone 896-8821

Frankfort and Peterson Avenue

Louisville, Kentucky

® A

Aluminum Siding

luminum Trim Work
® Stone Siding
® Storms

J. W. Colville

Call now for
off season prices

COLVILLE COMPANY

368-1100 4320 Crittenden Dr.
368-1388 Louisville, Ky.

AR
CONDITIONED

1310 S.
THIRD
Phone 634-3628

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS
Prices to satisfy every preference and meed

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE

PARKING
AREAS

149
BRECKINRIDGE
LANE

Phene 896-0349

Leulsville, Kentucky

Blambera;

Fumeral Barial
Notional Selectsd Morticians by inviiatien

INTEREST

Offered by prospectus only

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS

Available in Amounts as low as $1,000

i * No brokerage fees
| e Interest mailed semi-annually
e Redeemable prior to maturity
e No coupons to clip

- SECURITIES,

WRITE or CALL

CHURCH
INC.

Registered Broker / Dealer
4095 Clairmont Road
Atlanta, Georgia 30341

CALL TOLL FREE —NO COST TO YOU

DIAL DIRECT 1 (800) 241-8701

This advertisement is neither an offer to buy or sell an i
Yy security. In state:
is not qualified to act as a dealer, sales literature will be deletg from desscl"’i’g&rvee tl:l:cg::l:sl:
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Schoppenhorst Bros.
Funeral Home

1832 W. Market, Louisville
Phone 585-4394

A. R. McFARLAND ............c..co.......PESTdONE
MARTIN JACKSON .............Vice-President
MAY B, SCHOPPENHORSY.............Secretary

Member of
Highlands Funeral Home

3331 Taylorsville Rd. ® 451-4420

Phone: 459-0886

Sales and Service

Kentuckiana Fire Extinguishers

BURGLAR ALARMS & FIRE ALARMS
Big Discount to Churches and
hurch-related Institutions

O\ 3

(Continued from page 5

teaching the theory of evolution and
homo sapiens? These are offensive to
those who know and love the truth;
nevertheless, they are being taught in
the public schools today. We don’t hear
the communists and atheists hollering
about this; neither do we hear any
complaints about the name of God be-
ing used in vain by some of the so-
called educators in high places. Why?
Because these things do not offend the
atheists, but rather appeal to them.
Whiat about sex-education, pornography
and X-rated movies that are having
such free course in our land? What
else can these be but unconstitutional,
for they seek to overthrow: this coun-

YAER HEAS)

ILDE GUILARAN try by undermining her morals and

0S5 o8

HOW TO DEVELOP
A LIFESTYLE TO
TAKE IT OFF AND
KEEP IT OFF

Seminary Offers Evangelism Aids

‘Churches, associations and state con-
ventions are looking for creative ap-
proaches to evangelism and Lewis A.
Drummond, Southermi inary’s vis-
iting Billy Graham Professor of Evan-
gelism, has some exciting resources to
offier.

“It is our desire at Southern Semi-

nary to be of whatever assistance we .

can in the vital minlistry of evangel-
ism,” Drummond said. “Therefore, we
wish to make it known that we have
students who are prepared to minister
in many different ways in this vital
aspect of Christian service.”
Drummond said that the seminary is
prepared to offer the services of evan-
gelistic teams, groups to lead evangel-

istic training workshops, rally speakers,
musicians; virtually any form of min-
istry that could help fulfill the evan-
gelistic needs of the requesting church
or group.

Drummond: stressed that all kinds of
churches — from the rural, one-room
congregation to the giant multi-pro-
gram urban situation — could make
use of the student evangelist and of the
wealth of resources available at South-
ern Seminary.

“We want this to be real Impact
Evangelism,” Drummond said. “It is
hoped that these evangelistic efforts
will offer an in-depth service for a
community that expects something sig-
nificant to happen.” .

‘Churches or groups interested in util-
izing the abilities of seminary students

YOU ARE
CORDIALLY
INVITED
TOA

4307 Huntsinger Lane
Louisville, Ky. 40220

WOLFE BROS. & (0.

Owner-Manager corrupting from within, for evangelistic ministries should con-

by Charlie W. Shedd

tact Lewis A. D d, Billy Gra-
We heartily believe in and support Franmon y

PINEY FLATS, TENN.

author of bestsellers:

ham Professor of Evangelism, in care
of The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, 2825 Lexington Road, Louis-

the Bible Doctrine and Constitutional
Principle of separation of church and

PROMISES TO PETER; THE
STORK IS DEAD; IS YOUR

FUNERAL.

\
L

Manufacturers of DISTINCTIVE

BUSES

state. But doesn’t God have His place ‘ = CHURCH FURNITURE ville, Kentucky 40206.
FOR SALE in government also? Would His pres- FAMILY TURNED ON?; Sinco 1888, Write for fres estimate.
Large inventory of used school ence and recognition violate our prin- LETTERS TO KAREN; and Dewitt . Goak PH 776-4944
buses, located near Goodyear Tire | cibles of liberty end freedom? Why, LETTERS TO PHILIP. 2433 Duncan St, T76-4091 Lee E. Cralle C
and Rubber Plant, Gadsden, Ala. the Bible says, “...where the Spirit of The man who wrote this book lost 120 Loulsvidle, By ee L. Lralle C.o.

the Lord is there is liberty.”

The suppression of God’s name is the
devil’s plot, who is the master-mind of
all who are anti-God; anti-Christ; anti-

pounds . . . has kept it off for more than
15 years. His dynamic new book helps
- you accept the fact that you're
overweight. That you are overeating.

Funeral Home
LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President

Call or Write: PERRY GWIN

ALABAMA BUS SALES
302 North 6th Street
East Gadsden, Alabama 35903

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

' Bible and anti-constitution of the Unit- 8 PHONE
Phone: 205-547-7615 or The answer? The fat is in your head. The AR it
T 3 i A : per word, figure or initial. = J
20p-482-1275. el-z 2tawsK Billy G cure is in your soul. Through a special | Cash with ord:; exeepteox;z ggntéact ag::;— 634-3646 ® 634-3647
. ; 1 Turn g . < = 3 o | tising. Minim! charg: A 0) = °
T P g i G e e \ line fen gays before pubUEENER date. 1330 South Third Street to witness the burial of two decades
; estyiaihetmahes thlr_mess af |nsp|req ‘ ADDRESSOGRAPH plate embossing service. Louisville, Ky. of émpty rhetoric about church renewal.
STUDIES IN GALATIANS state of mind. ‘ ”

Ready to print in your machine, 15 cents
each. Large list discount. Tri-State Business
‘ Machine, 627 Baxter Ave., 40204, 584-8528.

Findley Edge conducts the graveside
services and in doing so introduces a
new era where fruitless dialogue is re-

Charlie Shedd proved it. The fat is in
your head. He found his answer. So |

Studies in GALATIANS (A verse-by-verse commenfary)
by Dr. Wayne Ward of Southern Seminary. Two 90 minute

cassette tapes, Regularly $9.00, Special: $6.95. Send check
or money order to: Christian Cassettes®, P.0. Box 10755-B,
Kansas City, Mo. 64118, Payment MUST accompany order.

NINTH & O
TOURS
Inc.

(NON-PROFIT
CORP.)
LET US SAVE
YOU MONEY
ON YOUR
TOURS

Our buses are air-conditioned, with. rest-room facilities. Cost of opera-
tion $.50 per mile, $30.00 per day for driver plus expenses. Ministry of
Ninth & O Baptist Church, 2921 Taylor Bivd., Lou. Ky. Phone 637-2519
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6% + 8%

Interest per annum -

This announcement Is
nor a solicitation of an

made by prospectus only.

Announcing the availability of

. with maturity dates ranging from 2 to 10-1/2 years and per
annum Interest payable semiannually.

neitmer an onerosen 0 A.°B. Culbertson and Company~

offer to buy. The offer Is 1408 Continental Life Building e Fort Worth, Texas 76102

first mortgage
church bonds
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r_---------------------------------------
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: Gentlemen: Please send Information on avallable
: first mortgage church bonds.
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placed with action, change and a positive
outlook.

Few will mourn. the passing of the old
days, but all will hail .The Greening of
the Church, a book dealing with the basic
problem in today’s church—the lack of
spiritual perspective and purpose. Dr.

Edge begins by laying the theological * &

groundwork for personal and church re-
newal, which are inextricably linked. He
explains what it means to call the church
the people of God: he asks and answers
the question of what is the nature of
God's mission for the church; and he
decries the tendency to rely exclusively
on either evangelism or social action to
accomplish that mission.

The second half of the book is devoted
entirely to specific proposals that deal
with everything from the formation of
“searching” groups, to the structure of
tomorrow’s church.

From cover to cover The Greening of the
Church is a confession of hope and a
bold plan for innovative change. $4.95

ORDER BAPTIST
FROM YOUR

WORD BOOKS / WACO, TEXAS 76703
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Kentucky Baptist
Evangelism Conference

SHARING CHRIST THROUGH THE WORD |

Featuring:

Jimmy Allen Emmanuel Scott Robbie Lynn Holcomb Sam Cathey Barry St. Clair
San Antonio, Texas Los Angeles Former Miss Kentucky Evangelist Home Mission Board

Sharing the Word Conférences -

Conferences ! Conveners Resource Persons
. With Children W Ford Duesner ; Ronald Bradley
: ' Mrs. Judy Gahr
. With High Schoolers ' Mic Morrow Barry St. Clair
. With College Students Chester Durham Campus Ministers
. With the “Turned Off” Bob Terry Altus Newell
. Through Crusades A. B. Colvin Sam T. Cathey
: Wyman Copass
. Through Lay Evangelism James Whaley Larry Martin
Hughlan Richey
. Through “People Search” and Roy E. Boatwright Herschel Creasman
Bus Ministries F. Ross Figart
: Throug}i Music : Eugene F. Quinn James Bradshaw
Donald Zuberer
. . With Minority Groups William Rogers Emmanuel McCall
. Through a Downtown Church G. Allen West Jimmie R. Allen

The need of people is to know Christ. Since different approaches reach
different people, these conferences will be offered on both Tuesday morn-
ing and afternoon. You may select one for each session.

Walnut Street Baptist Church,
Louisville
JANUARY 22-23
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