


Lewisport Baptist Church, Lewisport, 
reports 44 professions of faith, thTee 
add:itions by letter 1and 23 rededications 
during an eight-day revival effort in 
November. The event was led by the 
Harvest Evangelism Association com­
posed of John Hymphrey and Paul Griz 
of Clarksville, Tennessee. Lewisport 
pastor is Warren RobaTds. 

Hillvue Heights Baptist Church, 
Bowling Green, was led in revival No­
vembeT 5-12 by evangelist Wade C. 
Clemons of Morristown, Tennessee. 
Pastor C. Wyman Copass reports 24 
additions to the church and numerous 
other decisions. 

Barnett's Creek . Baptist Church in 
Ohio County Association was recently 
led in revival by W. R. Wilkey, pastor 
of Curdsville Baptist Church. Host pas­
tor Stewart R. Hines reports tlu-ee pro­
fessiions of faith and several other de­
cisions. 

First Baptist Church, Whitesburg, 
was recently led in a revival effort by 

Missionary News 
On the field 

Mr. and Mrs. Clinton M. Ashley may 
be 1addressed1 ,at Caixa 1635, 13100 Oam­
PlillaS, Sao P.aulo, BI"azil. Ma:s. Ashley, 
the former Andrea Hustead, was born 
into a mi1it1acy flamHy in FolI't Knox. 

Miss Gladys Hopewell may be ad­
dressed 2 Laine 12, University Road, 
Tainan, T1aiwa'Ill, Republk of China. She 
is a native of Hopkins County and ·was 
appointed by the FMB in 1946. 

Medical leave 
Mrs. Thomas O. Hig:h, missionary to 

Niger.ra, l"eturned to the states October 
28 on medkal lea~e. Fo;r the next three 
months she may be add,ress•ed at P.O. 
Box 21552, Greensboro, North Oarolina 
217405. When ~- and Mrs. Higih. were 
appuinted by the FMB in 1955, he was 
pastor of LaSal!le Baptist Church, 
Louii\s'Vilhle. 

evangelist Walter Brashier of Green­
ville, South Carolina. BiU F . Mackey, 
host pastor, reports 23 professions of 
faith. 

First Baptist Church of Liberty was 
recently led in a revival ·effort by Kan­
sas pastor Henry E. Smart. Harold Rey­
nierson of Danville led the music. Thir­
teen professions of faith and one add,i­
tion by letter were reported by Liberty 
pastor Wayman W. Hayes. 

East Union Baptist Church near Gra­
ham recentily sponsored a weekend 
youth revival ioHowed by a week's re­
viv,al effort led by evangelist Garlon 
Sills. The youth effort was conducted 
by a team 'tr.om Campbellsville College. 
The two meetings resulted in four pro­
fessions of faith and 10 rededications, 
according to East Union pastor Ray 
Gihliland. 

The Harlan Baptist Church has ex­
perienced one of its, finest revivals, ac­
coTding to pastor Earl S. Bell. The 
evangelist was Arni e Robertson, 
Greens,boro, North Oarolina, and Har­
lan Baptist minister of music, Connie 
Gillstrap, was in charge of the music. 
Visible results included 53 decisions, 25 
of which were pro-fessions of faith. 
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Christmas Commandments 
This il.ittle writing called the "Ten 

Commandments For Christmas" ex­
pres,ses what I want to convey to you 
at this Christmas season: 

1. Thou shalt not leave "Christ" out 
of Christmas, making it "Xmas." To 
most minds "X" stands not for Christ, 
but for the algebraic unknown. 

2. Thou shalt not value thy gifts by 
their -cost, for many shall signify love 
that is more blessed and beautiful than 
silver and gold. 

3. Thou s:hailt give thyself with thy 
gifts. Thy love, thy personality and tihy 
service shall increase the value of thy 
giftsi ,an hundredd'old and he that re­
ceiveth it shaH treasure it forever. 

4. Thou shalt not let Santa Claus 
take the place of Christ, lest Clu-istmas 
become a fairy tale rather than a sub­
lime reality in the spiritual realm. 

5. Thou shalt not burden thy servant. 
The shop giril, the mail carrier and the 
merichant should have thy considera­
tion. 

6. Thou shalt not neglect thy church. 
Its Christmas services are planned to 
help spiritualize the Christmas season 
for thee, tihy child ,and thy household. 

7. Thou shalt not neg,lect the needy. 
Let thy bountiful blessings be shared 
with the many who will go hungry and 
cold unless thou art generous at Christ­
mas. 

8. Thou shalt be as a ilittle child. 
Christmas is the day of the Christ 
Child; not until thou hast become in 
spirit as a little child art thou ready 
to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

9. 'J:lhou shalt prepare thy soul for 
Christmas. Verily most of tis spend 
much time ,and money getting gifts 
ready but few seconds in preparing our 
souls. 

10. Thou shalt give thy heart to 
Christ. Let thy Christmas list have 
Christ at the top and thy heart as the 
gift. In so doing thou are as the Wise 
Men of Old and verily thou shalt find 
t hyself born again on Christmas Day. 

-Author Unknown 
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A CHRISTMAS SERMON -

Joseph, The Dreamer 
He walked slowly. His mind turllling 

and -churning. What must he do? What 
can he do? At the edge of the little 
town of Bethlehem he stopped. Turn­
ing, he looked back upon the silent 
little vHlage. It was the middle of the 
night and the town slept. Here and 
there he could see the faint glimmer 
of a candle twinkling in tihe darkness. 
But all was not well. Dark forebodli.ngs 
hung like a -cloud over the s•leepy little 
town. He clinched his ca'hloused hands 
and muttered to himself, "They are not 
going to harm that baby. They are not 
going to touch one hair of uis head, not 
while I am alive and able to mo.ve." 

"May,be there is nothing to it. Maybe 
it is just groundless gossip. But they 
were wise men. They were Kings from 
the East and they had said that they 
were afraid that Herod might harm the 
child, even: kill him. They had gone 
back a different way to avoid telling 
Herod where the young child was ' 
A,gatn he muttered to himself, " t 
what can I do ,about it? I am only, 
unknown hard working carpenter. 
od has mighty armies well armed, 
a ruthless ty,rant. Others' lives 
mean a thing to him. He had hi 
wife beheaded and had two of h 
sons killed because he <heard the:rw:'t'lf''.!i_Cl.,11 
tr,aitors to him." 

Herod ruled with an, ,iron · 
guarded his throne with terr· 
And the wise men fr 
unwittingly tO'ld · · 
was to· be the K · 
drastic steps w 
stroy ,anyone 

"But he wil 
while I a · 
Where c 

Calm 
bed. 
You 
bee 
are 
bel 
dire 
t ru ph of o 
spl deliverance. 
end oing to Egy he? 
An ed his people . 

G me and lie down, has 
spo ou before in a dre ay-
be again. 

It 
Ma 

Mary, precious, sweet, beautiful, 
young, innocent ' Mary. How she had 
thr illed your heart when she had prom­
ised to 'be your bride. You were much 
older t han she, but her promise had 
filled, your life with springtime. 
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By R. Truett Miller . 
Pastor, First Baptist Church, 

Middlesboro, Kentucky 

'J:lhen suddenily she had gone to visit 
her cousin, Elfaabeth. For tlu-ee months 
she had stayed there. You had so 
looked forw.Td to her return. Then she 
came back, and then you knew. 

She was expecting a child. It wasn't 
yours. Remember how your springtime 
had suddenly become the coild chill of 
winter. How anger, then deep hurt had 
flooded your soul How could she do 
this thing to you? 

YoR firs pulse was to put her 
public example of her. 
he shame and disgrace 

how you paced back 
You finally began to 

· said you loved 
ubliicly shame 
er away pri-

and Mary took the child with them to 
the temple for the ceremony of her 
purification and the ded1ication of the 
first born unto God. The law of Moses 
as written in Leviticus Chapter 12 said 
they would bring a lamb for a burnt 
offering and a pigeon or dove for a sin 
offering. But, .if they were poor they 
could bring two pigeons or doves in­
stead. How happily he had led the don­
key and carried the two doves in their 
cage while Mary had sat on the donkey 
tenderly holding the baby Jesus. He 
remembered as they entered the tem-
ple, how could orget it, the 
O'ld man, Simeo n one look 
at the infant a claimed to 
all around, "T · rd's Christ. 
Now let th r my eyes 
have ·b How could, 
he for tess Anna 

ing tha~s 
t d that (!:le 

~ r. l 
' .'y a 

m· har 
and dreamed ~Jr ,., ,n,u ,.n-. a!b 
ut Mary and i•·· · s 
awoke proud t e 

sen the han~\ /r/ i 
s• to bear The "' at of 
ou have bee_n 

eir litt tage 
to Betlil - e s•lee child 

ying . He 
of s and 

in sl -and 

e yo child 
to Eppt. This 
anq of God's 
le~rned, oh 

Goc}'s imstruc­
o still and 
,j 

Jo h arises. 
y tells her 
til they put 
ad e donkey 

tski illed with 
, led t theft.ouse. Their gi,or · ·11 

had emain in r lS l . y. 
So m wonderfu .. m . ary gently 
happ Jose h lifts them 

Wh aby was eig . . k and hey bid fare-
Jose o proudly sai r e. 
who rformed the/ i he the town, avoid-
cumc he baby'sinam ing ards and soldiers that may be 
J os ot bother at tha on duty they head south toward Egypt. 
tell out it but this was e The journey is long and tiring. At first 
nam gel of' the Lord had told they must travel mostly at night until 
him in that glorious dream that had they are out of Herod's domain. Then 
lifted his fears and forebodings about across the desert wastes mile after 
Mary. weary mile until finalily they arrive in 

Then on the 33rd day af ter his birth, the land of Egypt. 
oh how proudly did Joseph walk as he (Continued on page 14) 

3 

• 



Christmas, T/ie Wonder Of It All 
No matter how wondrous the event, it becomes 

common and goes mostly unnoticed when repeated · 
several times or when reported over and over. Last 
week, for example, two Americans were exploring the 
surface of the moon but what was such an unbeliev­
able feat only a few years ago went almost unnoticed 
in the Christmas rush. What a contrast to that first 
moon landing only several years ago when the minds, 

. the hearts, the eyes and the prayers of millions were 
fixed on moon visitors and their brave venture. 

So it is with the greatest event and the supreme 
venture of all time - the trip of God to earth in the 
once-for-all spaceship, Jesus Christ. This event two 
thousand years ago is supposedly memorialized every 
year at the Christmas season. The wonder of our 
Christmas celebration, however, is not so much what 
happened in Bethlehem on that night of nights but 
the unbelievable amount of money spent for self­
gratification and the impossible traffic in 1972. If 
Mary and Joseph were traveling from the Nazareths 
to the Bethlehems of our day, they not only would 
not find room in an inri upon arriving but no seats 
on airplanes to make the trip without early reserva­
tions and Uttle space on the highways. 

For too many today Christ has no place at all in 
Christmas. For the rest of us His place is insignificant 
and thoughts of Him rate a back page story instead 
of front page headlines. We have lost the wonder of 
it all because it's the same old story we have heard 
from earliest memory. In the maddening rush 'We find 
time to be lifted momentarily by great music and 
messages and to join in sentimental singing of a child 
in a stable's manger but to marvel worshipfully at 

the wonder of it all is unknown to most of us. 
This Christmas let us find time just to sit and re­

flect upon the wonder of the event which started it 
all. The beautiful nativity stories that surround the 
event are · a part of it but not the heart of it. That 
shepherds in the night on nearby Judean hillsides 
first heard the announcement from angelic choirs and 
left their flocks to see the wonder is as it should have 
been. That wise men from afar followed the star over 
His cradle and worshiped Him is to say Jesus is the 
end of everyone's search for God's final revelation. 
That an angel not only announced the miraculous 
event but Mary and Joseph believed it makes us won­
der if we could demonstrate such faith. 

Not even His birth by a virgin, as miraculous as 
it was, is the wonder of it all. The true wonder is that 
God could and would come to us in human form. That 
He could b_e housed in flesh is the greatest testimony 
that we are made in His image; that He would con­
descend to give up heaven's glory for earth's shame 
is the greatest testimony to His love for sinful man. 
Once we can accept the very fact of the incarnation, 
the rest is easy. The virgin birth, His miracles, sinless 
life and even His resurrection all easily follow. 

Just to reflect momentarily upon this event of 
events sets our hearts to singing with the angelic 
hosts, "Glory to God in the highest ... " It's a story 
that never grows old but more wondrous every time 
it's told. No matter how far from this wonder the 
world may roam, let us at Christmas time join the 
shepherds in adoration of the babe of Bethlehem so 
that all the year we may walk with Him as the man 
of Galilee and serve Him as the Lord of lords. 

Bible Paraphrases .Have Their Limitations 
Bible paraphrases are very popular in our day. 

Check most any congregation on Sunday morning and 
see how many translations and paraphrases are being 
used in Bible study and in worship. Probably a dozen 
or more different translations and paraphrases can be 
found in most any congregation. 

Paraphrases of the Scripture are especially popu­
lar with young people and with not a few adults. 
Reading the Scripture in familiar and modern lan­
guage often helps lovers of the Bible understand more 
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clearly what it says. Many obscure passages are made 
clear with paraphrases made by competent and care­
ful Bible scholars. 

Putting the Scriptures in more familiar language 
is not new. Most of us remember such translations as 
those made by Goodspeed, Moffatt, Weymouth, Mont­
gomery and Phillips. Some of us even have one or 
more of these for reading and study use. But until 
recent years most of us went to Sunday School and 
worship with the King James Version with a few 
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brave souls using the American Standard Version or 
in more recent' years the Revised Standard Version. 

Now the popular paraphrases used so widely today 
have their place but we should understand this place. 
They are not to be equated with the translations and 
versions which have been produced by long, arduous 
and painstaking labors of groups or committees of 
committed Bible scholars. Paraphrases are generally 
the work of one person who chooses language which 
captures what he or she thinks was the idea of the 
original author. 

a divine revelation. Furthermore, the Living Bible 
paraphrase has Baptist blessing by being widely ad­
vertised by Baptist Book Stores, in Baptist state pa­
pers and numerous other Baptist publications. 

And so paraphrases can be enlightening and they 
can be misleading. They are subject to being used by 
their authors to impose their particular interpreta­
tions or theology upon the original author. Theological 
presuppositions influence the most careful and objec­
tive scholars in translating to say nothing of what 
they allow for the paraphraser. 

What strange irony! We get so upset over an ap­
proach to the study of Genesis in Volume I of the 
Broadman Commentary that we ban it and rewrite it 
but we endorse a paraphrase of the Bible influenced 
by dogmatic dispensationalism, a questionable view 
of last things unacceptable to many Baptists; At least 
the view of Henton Davies on Genesis is in a com­
mentary and not inserted into the Bible text itself. 

On the other hand the Today's English Version 
(Good News for Modern Man)- is not only in very 
understandable language but also faithfully follows 
the best Greek text. This makes it amazingly accurate 
and free from the translator's doctrinal stance. More­
over, the Today's English Version New Testament can 
be purchased. for a fraction of the cost of the Living 
New Testament because it is published by. a non-profit 
organization, the American Bible Society, instead of 
by profit making publishers. And so, if you don't re­
ceive the Living New Testament for Christmas, don't 
be too disappointed. If you did receive it or already 
have it, use it but with the understanding it is a para­
phrase and not always an accurate translation, espe­
cially in passages dealing with the second coming of 

An example is the Living New Testament, the pop­
ular paraphrase done by Kenneth Taylor. This ex­
pensive and highly publicized paraphrase is on nearly 
everyone's want list who doesn't already have it. In 
many instances Taylor's paraphrase is very enlight­
ening and helpful but in other instances it reflects 
his personal dispensational theology. The danger is 
we equate such a paraphrase with the authoritative 
word of God and acc~pt as inspired a doctrinal posi­
tion which is only a human interpretation instead of our Lord. · 

CONVENTION CHANGES · 

Dear Editor: 

I wish to respond to your recent edi­
tori:al concerning your request for sug­
gestions which may help interest and 
attendance at the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. I would make the foil.low­
ing observations. 

I believe the decision already made 
to move the Convention meeting pface 
around in the state in an effort to "take 
the Convention to people," wiH help 
tremendous,ly. We wiH find that the · 
lay people in the surrounding area will 
support the Convention. 

I also believe the ava:iilability of 
rooms in the homes as well as ·motels 
will be ,a real encouragement to the 
rural pastors. Many of our churches 
either do not have an expense allow­
ance, o,r a sufficient expense allowance 
to make it possible for their pastor or 
laymen to drive to a place like Louis­
ville and spend four nights and five 
days in · a motel at present day cost. 
Nor are the pastors of many of these 
·smaller churches able to afford the trip 
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on their own. Most of our churches are 
located in small towns and rura'1 areas. 
We do not wish to exdude this 1arge 
segment of our constituency. It is true 
that many of our people prefer not to 
stay in a home and wowld elect to stay 
in a motel yet there are others who 
would need the· home room available 
to make it possible for them to attend. 
I ·believe there will be enough people 
in Owensboro who wiH make rooms 
available in their homes to meet this 
·need when the Convention meets in the 
:£all of 1973. 

The main purpose of the Convention 
is to transact business. I beUeve we can 
do it in ,less tihan three days. It ap­
peared to me that dosing on Wednes­
diay night in 1971 at Lexington allowed 
us to hold a sustained interest much 
better than continuing through another 
full day in 1972 ,at Louisville. At least 
I would go heartily for the shortening 
of the length of the full Convention. 
Whether the adjustments ,are made at 
the beginning or the ending would not 
matter materially, but I , do believe 
the .length of each day's session and 

the length of the entire Convention 
would lend itself to better participation 
on the part of the messengers. 
Owensbo-ro, Ky. Harold Wainscott 

DOING MORE THAN HOPED 
Dear Editor,: 

There has been much s,aid a,bout 
not doing for their pastor what their 
Christian obligation demands. God has 
led me to a church that is an excep­
tion. They do more for my family and 
me than anyone I have ever heard of 
or could expect. · 

This· past year it has been my pleas­
ure to be the pastor · of Buck Creek. 
Als-o during t,his year we have had 
much severe sickness in our family. 

We have not had to ask anything of 
anyone. They have let Christ's compas­
sion be their guide. These folks have 
done everything and anything that we 
had need of. They seemingly put them­
selves in our place •and did unto others 
(us) as they would that we do unto 
t•hem. 

The people of this church have done 
more for us than we could ever do for 
them. I am proud to be pastor of Chris­
tian people that live under the guid­
ance of the Holy Spirit as these at Buck 
Creek Church do. 
Galhoun, Kentucky Ray Wilson 

(Continued on page 14) 
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For many years the Holy Bible has 

been one of the ahl-time best seHers 
and some years has topped the list of 
the most-purchas·ed book-of-the-year. 

The year 1972 is no exception. Re­
cently the American Bible Society an­
nounced the distribution of millions of 
copies of Good News for Modern Man. 
Their most recent book, Psalms for 
Modern Man, is also greatly in demand. 

The lively interesit in the Bible is 
aittested by the appearance of many new 
Bible translations in recent years. 
Among the new versions are the Old 
Testament portions of the New English 
Bible (NEB), the new American Bible 
(under Catholic sponsorship), the Jeru­
salem Bible and the American Bible 
Society's modem language New Testa­
ment - Today's English Version. 

In 1971, a significant paraphrase, The 
Living Bible (Tyndale House and Dou­
bleday), was compleited by Kenneth 
Taylor and has received wide accept­
ance. The Modern Language Bible (Zon­
dervan), a revision of ·the Berkeley Ver­
sion, also appeared. 

Perhaps even more significant are the 
large number of commentaries, dic­
tionaries and atlases that have been 
published recently. 

Anyone w,ho reads· the Bible regu­
larly or uses it to teach a Sunday 
school class usually has questions 
about the interpretation, the meaning 
of words, geography, and the Hfe of 
the times when the passage of Scrip­
ture was written. 

New books interpreting the Bible 
are necessary in order to update the 
material. Scholars exploring the an­
cient s,ites of Palestine are daily un­
covering new evidences of the culture, 
thought and life of early Biblical times. 
New discoveries, such as the Dead Sea 
Serous, found hidden in a cave in Pal­
estine during the late 1940's and early 
1950's have brought new insights and 
meanings to passages, of Scripture and 
to the life of the times. This new in­
formation must be incorporated. into 
the volumes of commentaries and Bible 
helps that are used by so many people. 

One significant new book published 
by Abingdon Press is• a large volume of 
1,386 pages ti,tled The Interpreter's One­
Volume Commentary on the Bible. 

In his editor's preface to the Abing­
don commentary, Charles M. Laymon 
writes· that the volume "as a whole 
avoids taking dogmatic positions or 
representing any one particular point 
of view." Some 70 Protestant, Catholic 
and Jewish authors wrote the contents. 

The editor claims that the Abingdon 
volume is, designed not only for minis-
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By Frank A. Sharp 

ters and students but is written in 
language that the average layman can 
understand. 

Three reissued works fall into the 
Protestant evangelical tradition. These 
are Smith's :. Dictionary of the Bible 
<Baker Book.House>; Matthew Henry's 
Commentary (Revell) ; and Ellicott's 

. Bible Commentary (Zondervan) . 
A recently announced Hermeneia se­

ries by Fortress Press (Lutheran) has 
issued its first -two volumes on Colos­
sians and Philemon. 

A Cambridge series on the Old Testa­
ment and Apocrypha is authored pri­
marily by British scholars. Three vol­
umes are offered: The first a collection 
of Old Testament Illustrations; a com-

mentary on Amos, Hosea and Micah; 
and a study of First Samuel. 

Historical, non-dogmatic approaches 
are found in an illustrated two-volume 
dictionary on Biblical personalities pub­
lished by Ho1't, Rinehart, and Winston. 
Who's Who in the Old Testament is by 
Joan Comay, wife of Israel's ambassador 
to Great Britain; Who's Who in the 
New Testament is by Ronald Brown­
rigg, an Anglican rector. 

World Atlas of the Biblical World 
(World Publishing) by Denis Baly 
and A. D. Tushingham; a pictorial nar­
ration on Jesus: History and Culture of 
the New Testament (Herder and Her­
der), are other volumes available. 

The above Hstin:g is not complete by 
any means but may illustrate the 1arge 
number of current publications avail­
.able today. 

All of which points up the vifality 
of Biblical studies and may sug•gest that 
people today are eagerly seeking to 
find an answer to the meaning of life 
and guidance in the midst of the per­
plexing questions faced by many. 
(ABNS) 

Year's End Gifts 
..................................... 
FRANKi.iN owe:N 

EXErlUTIVE SECRnARY-TREASURER, KENTUCKY BAPTIST .CONVENTION 

I'm going to talk about g1vmg, but 
that is fitting at Christmas time, isn't 
it? What better Christmas gift than one 
offered to a Christian cause? 

It isn't any secret that larger poten­
tial givers are more or less obliged to 
consider income taxes. I want to appeal 
to such givers to remembel'. our Bap­
tist causes as they think on year's-end 
inventories of goods and money. 

December is Foreign Missions Month. 
We could designate an extra for the 
Lottie Moon Christmas offering and ev­
ery penny of it would go to foreign 
missions. 

Let me mention again our Matching 
Funds Scholarships in which we are 
trying to put the cost of Kentucky Bap­
tist college education in reach of more 
Baptist students by matching funds 
among local church, college and state 
Convention in beha,lf of each needy 
student who qualifies. This would be a 
total per school year of $600 help for 
each such student. 

Unfortunately we had only $6,300 in 
state funds with which to start this 
pro·gram. I have appealed for desig­
nated extra gifts of $100 or more to 
meet the requests of more applications 

than these meager initial monies afford. 
There have been only two such givers, 
two ministers who ,gave $200 and $400 
respectively. This brought the state 
fund total to $6,900. Anybody else want 
to jo,in us? Any laymen? 

Year's-end gifts! Count up, see what 
you have to give. Maybe you'd like tc 
give an extra directly to Georgetown, 
Cumberiland or Campbellsville colleges 
and/or to Oneida or Clear Creek 
schools. 

Maybe you incline to social thrust 
giving. What better cause than the 
child care program or Kentucky Bap­
tist hospital charity fund. 

Your own church can use an extra. 
Maybe you already know of a particu­
lar need. If not, consult your pastor. 

Year's-end gifts! Has the Lord 
blessed you this year? Are you begin­
ning to see how much as you balance 
your books? Write us that check. We'll 
see that it gets to the right place. 

"Honor the Lord with thy substance, 
and with the firstfruits of all thine in­
crease: So shahl thy barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy presses burst out with 
new wine." (Proverbs 3:9) 

-Frank Owen 
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Mr. and Mrs. Roy W. Brent, Jr. Mr. and Mrs. G . Wayne Buck 

Kentuckians Appointed By · FMB 
Two Kentucky ·couples were among 

12 persons appointed by the SBC For­
eign Mission Board December 12. The 
special •appointment service was held 
in the First Baptist Church of Alexan­
drria, Virginia. Mr. and Mrs. Roy W. 
Brent, Jr., of Louisville formerly of 
Los Alamos, New Mexico, were ap­
point:ed missionaries to Kenya Where 
he e:icpects to teaoh on a secondary 
level. 

Brent, who taught high school math­
ematics for six years in the public 
schools of Los Alamos, is currently 
studying ,at Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary, Louisville, in order to 
complete theological requirements for 
missionary service. 

Mrs. Brent is working on a secondary 
teaching ,credential at the University 
of Louisville. She is involved in an ex­
perimental program designed to pre­
pare teachers for work in inner-city 
s,choo,ls. 

Her husband, a native of CampbeHs­
bur,g, was graduated from Western 
Kentucky University, Bowling Green, 
and received the master of arts deg,ree 
from tihe University of Kentucky, Lex­
ington. 

While doing his graduate work, he 
gained teaching experience on the col­
lege level as a , graduate assistant in 
the mathematics department. 

During college years Brent spent 
four summers as a staffer at Glorieta 
(New Mexico) Baptist Conference Cen~ 
ter. 

Mrs. Brent • was a Southern Baptist 
missionary journeyman to Kenya from 
1969 to 1971. Assigned to tpe Baptist 
high school in Nyeri, she taught phys­
ics, chemistry and math. 
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While living in Louisville they are 
attending St. Matthews Baptist Church. 

Former Kentuckians Mr. and Mrs. 
G. Wayne Buck, now of Ro-me, Georgia, 
were appointed missionary as,sociates. 

The couple expects. to go to Israel, 
where he wiH probably manage the 
Baptist Book Store. Associates ,are em­
ployed by the Foreign Miss.ion Board 
for four-year terms· which may be re­
newed. 

For ten years Buck has been minister 
of education for First Baptist Church, 
Rome, and for seven years a pa-rt-time 
counselor in alcoholic rehabilitation for 
a Floyd County olinic. 

Buck is ,a native of WilHamsport, 
Pennsylvania. A graduate of George­
town CoUege, Georgetown, he received 
the master of religious education de­
gree from Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical' Seminary, Louisville. 

Mrs. Buck is, the former Jeannine 
Strange of Lexington. The couple met 
during his last year at Georg•etown 
while he was minister of music at her 
home church, Porter Memorial. 

Since their marriage he has been 
minister of music and/or education for 
churches in Bristol, Virginia; Somerset 
and Louisvhlle, Kentucky; Monroe, 
Louisiana; Montgomery, Alabama; and 
Atlanta, Georgia. In 1969 the couple 
served as summer missionaries in Ayer, 
Massachusetts, under sponsorship of 
their church in Rome and the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Bo_ard. 

Mrs. Buck did her college work after 
their marriage, studying at Campbells­
ville College, Camp'f:?ellsville; Northeast 
Louisiana University, Monroe, Louisi­
ana; Southern Seminary, Louisville; 
and Huntingdon College, Montgomery, 
Alabama. 

Baptist Leaders 
Discuss Religious 
Trends On ABC-TV 

The president of the Southern Bap­
tist Radio and Television Commission 
wiH be one of four featured panelists 
to discuss religious trendrs of 1972 and 
possible developments in 1973 on a 
network television program slated De­
cember 31. 

Paul M. Stevens of the Radio-TV 
Commission wiH join three other re­
ligious leaders for the panel discussion 
on the American Broadcasting Co. 
(ABC-TV) "Direction" program slated 
for broadcast at 1:00 p.m. (EST), Sun­
day, December 31. 

ABC news commentator Frank Rey­
nolds will host the program. Others on 
the panel will include representatives 
of the National Council of Churches, 
the Jewish faith and Roman Catholics. 

Panelists are Stevens; Dick Gilbert 
of New York, a member of the Pres­
byterian Board of Communications rep­
resenting the National Council of Chur­
ches; Edward' T. Sandrow, rabbi emer­
itus o·f Temple Beth El in Cediarhurst, 
New York; and Kenny Sweeney of New 
York, president of the American Cath­
olic Association of Religious Broad­
casters. (BP) 
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Filling The Gap 
0 y OUT ONE COMMUNITY'S EFFORTS TO GET THOSE 

EDING HELP IN CONTACT WITH THOSE WILLING TO HELP. 

On the edge o•f the Appa1achian foot­
hiHs in southeastern Kentucky Slits 
London, a town of about 10,000 persons. 
London, the county seat of Laurel 
County, is a lot like other county seat 
towns. It has problems of young peo.ple 
moving away ,and lack of activities for 
teenagers. It has poverty re1ated prob­
lems such as inaclequate housing and 
proper health care. And London has a 
lot of folks who find themselves· grow-· 
ing old' and do not know how to cope 
with their n ew station in life. 

But London also has 1a lot of people 
who ca,re, too. In addition to state and 
federal ,government help prog,rams, 
local -citizens form many service clubs 
with help prog,rams directly related to 
Laurel Countians. And many profes­
sionaJ people regularly donate time to 
help persons in need. 

But how does a community 1:ike Lon­
don, or any other community for that 
matter, f ill the g•ap between a person 
in need· and a ·person who-cares enough 
to help him ? 

Filling that gap has ·been a primary 
concern for R. D. (Jack) Baker, pastor 
of London's First Baptist Church. 

Baker's concern for the area dates 
back to 1-966 when he came as associ­
ational superintendent for Laurel Coun­
ty Baptist Association . But when 'he . 
accepted th e pastor ate of First Church 
in 1969, that ,concern began to• crys­
talize into specific ways to get the 
people in need in contact wiith those 
willing to help. 

In the fall of 1970, the youthful look­
ing pastor was invited to address the 
Southwestern Virginia Pastor's Aware­
ness Conference at Big Stone Gap, Vir­
ginia. There he found the mod€l for 
his program. 

The Christian social ministries de­
partment of the SBC Home Mission 
Board placed a worker in the Big Stone 
Gap area who coordinated a commun­
ity program of social services. The 
London pastor realized that his area 
could sponsor a similar program of 
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London pastor R . D. 'Jack' Baker 

coO'rdinating existing services and thus 
fiH that cavernous gap. 

Returning ho.me, Baker, who was 
president of the local minister ial associ­
ation at the time, shared his idea with 
other area pastors. It was1 decided that 
an open forum for interested persons 
would be held to discuss the problems 
and possible solutions of the London 
area. 

That October night more t han 100 
local civic and church leaders gat hered 
for the forum. Out of the event grew 
the decision to investigate t he com-

By Bob Terry 
Associate Editor 

munity •and establish a prior ity list of 
1ocal needs. From this the group could 
deter mine what its role would be in 
meeting the needs. 

The nex t year was spent tailking. 
The in-depth look at the community 

made the participants aware that car­
ing for t he needs would take more 
than a cqalition of vo1unteers. A fuH­
time •administrator would be ·needed to 
function effectiveil.y. That would mean 
a $10,000 salary which was: considered 
prohibitive. Also office space would be 
neecled and that would cost about $2,000 
a year for adequate space. 

The diilemma was obvious, Baker re­
caiHs. If the group invested in a person 
and in office space, there would be no 
fund-s to work with. At the same time, 
not to have an administrator and of­
fices would mean •another hit-and-miss 
effort. 

It was at t his· point that the local 
Roman Catha-Uc officials offered assist­
ance. A Catholic brother, Jim MuHaney, 
who had worked previous,ly in Man­
chester, was offered as coordinator at 
no cost for on€ year. Also, the local 
CathoHc hosp ital had just moved into 
new quarters and offered at no charge 
office space in its old building. 

MuUaney was appointed acting di­
rector and the office space occupied. 
Baker was elected chairman of the 
board of directors and the Co-operative 
Church Ministries became a reality. 

An $11,200 operating budget was 
adopted with support coming from the 
First Pentecostal, First Presbyterian, 
F irst Christian, United Methodist, Full 
Gospel Tabernacle, First Assembly of 
God, Faith Assembly of God, Corinth 
Baptist, Seventh Day Adventist, First 
Baptist, MiHstr eet Baptist and St. Wil­
liams Catho,J:ic churches. 

The or ganization was to report to 
t he ministeriaI association through its 
board of directors. Its purpose was not 
to r eplace any existing program but, 
instead, to coordinate and supplement 
available services. . 

Almost immediately the brganization 
established a "Hot Line" open to needy 
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persons 24 hours a day. This was done 
in cooperation with the local mental 
health authorities who wanted such a 
program but did not have the volun­
teers to staff it. Volunteers from local 
churches were screened. Then selected 
workers were trained by mental health 
officiais in techniques for the new help 
program. 

Co-operative Church Ministries was 
the ·catalyst for initiating a youth pro­
gram that calls for a youth center with 
a program largely designed and direct­
ed: by local high schoolers. 

Also the young people and others 
have begun a visiting program with 
older "shut-ins." Senior citizen activi­
ties have mushroomed. Severa-I older 
persons now spend a half-day a week 
or more as volunteer workers in tbe 
Co-operative Church Ministries pro­
gram. 

CCM also is beginning a Big Brother­
Big Sister program for the county with 
funds furnished from a matching grant 
received from a Kentucky foundation. 

And the London, community recently 
raised funds for a new Jeep type ve­
hicle. Area oi-1 distributors are donat­
ing several hundred gallons of fuel each 
to operate the v·ehicle for a year. This 
will enable CCM to provide transpor­
tation to the UK Medical Center where 
government medical help is available. 

Previously, local residents had no way 
to et to the source of aid. 

B t most of the work of the new 
orga ization is ref-erring needy persons 
to other community agencies. A recent 
event expresses that function. 

At 10:00 a.m. one Tuesday morning 
a vo,lunteer answered a call in th€ Co­
operativ·e Church Ministries offices. 
The caH was from a woman concerned 
about her next door n€ighbors. The 
man was isabl€d and unemployed. He 
had, a wife and seven children. The 
family had 'ttle money, food or cloth­
ing. They had just been told to move 
from theizP' home because they could 
not l)ay the rent. 

The volunteer record'ed the informa­
tion and shared it with the OCM volun­
teer staff. The acting director and a 
s·econd volunteer worker firs-t decided 
to purchase groceries for the family. 
While this was beitl,g done, a third vol­
unteer ·cont-acted a local service club 
that operates a housing referral service. 
He hoped to fip.d a suitable house for 
the family. 

Along with the concerned neighbor, 
the acting director visited the family. 
He learned that the man had been in­
jured 'in a mining accident and his 
appeal for permanent disability ass1ist­
ance had just been denied. 

Arrangements were ma4e to take the 

family to the Public Assistance office 
the next day to apply for aid. If grant­
ed, it would provide for rent payment 
and purchase of food stamps. Also a 
house had been located for the family 
to consider. It needed repairs but the 
family decided to take it. 

Two weeks after the first calil. the 
family was in a new house, repaired 
by a local service club and a church 
men's or,ganization. Public Assistance 
had been granted and two church wom­
en's organizations were seeking food, 
clothing and furniture for the family 
until the first check arrived. A lawyer 
donated time to take the father to Lex­
ington, to reconsid€r his dis,ability case, 
and the mother and two children h ad 
glasses provided by the Lions Club 
after the :family was examined by an 
optometrist. 

The next Saturclay, another house 
was, being repaired and, this time, the 
family's 15 year old son was helping 
someone else. 

As "Jack" Baker is fond of saying, 
"Co-operative Church Ministries is p eo­
ple he·lping people." 

Recently the group held a banquet 
commemorating its first year of ex ist­
ence. At that time 181 London residents 
received certificates, for participat ing 
in the CCM program. Baker's dream of 
bridging the gap had become a reality. 

■ 

Jim Mullaney, acting director 

While caller holds on one line, a CCM volunteer Gene Holmes, pastor of Full Gospel 
contacts mental health officers on a private line. Tabernacle, donated t ime to paint 
This way help is immediately offered to callers. some of the offices. 
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A Better Note 
KBC church music director Eugene 

Quinn spends countless days helping Ken­
tucky Baptist church members produce 
better notes in their church music pro-
gram. , 

One such effort was at the First Baptist 
Church in Clinton. Quinn spent two days 
meeting with choirs and music leaders and 
at no cost to the Clinton church. 

Some of the two day highlights are re­
corded here. 

Children were offered information about note 
reading along with a filmstri:p ·about music ► 
theory and a hymn,ail. drill. The session doubled 
as a training session for children's choir work­
ers who observed the rehearsal 

Adult choir members spent most of their time dealing with 
attitudes, techniques and musi~ learning s~il~. Quinn discussed 
such things as voice production, pronunc1at10n, the. eff~t of 
one's attitude on a performaI1JCe and how to learn music qmckly. 

Youth choir leaders were introduced to new 
music and new sources for youth choir music. 
Quinn also encouraged paTticipation in state 

4 sponsored music activities such as music festi­
vals, music camp and the upcoming Jesus Cele­
bration. 

The training program closed with all workers 
in the First Baptist Church's graded choir pro­
gram discussing how to plan choir rehearsals. 

,.a Then with the help of the Music Leader quar­
terly the leaders planned their next choir re­
hear;al. Church music director James Everett, 
center, led the session. 

Anyone interested in such a training 
program or other church music helps may 
contact Eugen!:! Quinn at the Baptist Build­
ing in Middletown, 40243. 
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Minister, Wife Murdered, So-n Commits Suicid.e 
A Southern Baptist pastor and his 

wife were shot to death shortly before 
midnight DecembeT 12, apparently by 
their elder son who ilater the next 
morning committed suicide. 

The bod•ies of Homer Smith, 57, pas­
tor of Hills Park Baptist Chureh in At­
lanta, and his wife Allene, 56,. were 
found by police on the morning of De­
cember 13 after they received a tele­
phone call from the Smith's youriger 
son, Steve, 29. 

The police also found the body of 
Jeff BenUey Smith, 39, with a fatal 
bullet wound through his . head, seated 
in a reclining chair where he had ap­
parently killed himself after shooting 
his mother and father. 

The youn,ger Smith son said his 
brother Jeff had called him Wednesday 
morni-ng (December 13) and told him 
what he had done. "You'd better start 
arrangements," Jeff Smith told his 
brother. 

Homer Smith, who formerly had 
been pastor of Venetian Hills Baptist 
Church for 14 years, was lying in a 
hallway, a .410 gauge shotgun_ beside 
his body a,nd wounds in his face and 
shoulder. 

His wife, Allene, was lying on the 
floor of the master bedroom with 
wounds in her neck and chest. Jeff was 
sitting upright in a chair in the den. 

There were spent sheLls and cartridges 
strewn about him from three weapons 
-the shotgun, a .25 caliber pistol and a 
.38 caliber pistol-found in the house. 

"He was the oldest son, and he lived 
at home. He had a drinking problem," 
said Sergeant E. L. Pike of the Fulton 
County Medical Examiner's• Office. "As 
to what triggered it, we have no idea." 
(BP) 

Former Kentuckian Joins SBC Agency 
Former Kentuckian James L. Powell, 

Jr., now pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Laurinburg, North Carolina, has 
been named assistant director of Co­
operative Program promotion for the 
Southern Baptist Stewardship Commis­
sion, effective January 1. 

In his new role he wiH as-sis,t in edit­
ing Cooperative Program promotion 

. plans and materia:ls, channeling Coop-

erative Program promotion through all 
SBC agencies, and in field service and ' 
special project assignments. 

Before going to the Laurinberg 
church as pastor, Powell was assistant 
to the president and assistant director 
of the foundation at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. 

Christian Teachers Needed In Zambia 

Previously, he had been pastor of 
First ' Baptist Church, Mount Airy, 
North Carolina; associate pastor of 
South Main Baptist Church in Houston; 
and pastor of Jordan Baptist Church, 
Eagle Station, Kentucky. 

"Teachers who wish to give a posi­
tive Christian witness in a country re­
sponsive to the gospel ·oan do so in the 
developing East Akican nation of Zam­
bia," according to W. Eugene Grubbs, 
the Southern Baptist. Convention For­
eign, Mission Board's consultant on lay­
men overseas. 

A reques,t for help in recruiting 
teachers for rthe . Zambian government 
came from misisionary Marvin Cooper 
who says they "could fill hundreds-_ of 
positions •and ha,ve vi,rtuaHy unlimited 
oppor.tunrities to have a positive Chris­
ti-an impact on Zambia's leaders of to­
morrow." 

Grubbs, emphasizes that the teachers 
wi:Ll not be employed by the Foreign 
MiS1S1ion Board nor have any official 
rel,atio-n to it. However, Southern Bap­
tist· missionaries will be able to offer 
spiritual support, orienitaition of life in 
Zambia and fellowship opportutlQties. 

'The most pressing need is for secon­
dary school teachers in tJhe technical, 
scientific and commercial fields. They 
must have BA or BS de.grees. The 
school year is January throuwh Decem­
ber with three one-month breaks. 

The governmen1t will provide round­
trip •air -fare, ba•ggage allowance, hous­
ing and some interest-free loans in ad­
dition to salary. At the end of a mini­
mum 30-month contract, the teacher is 
eligible for a gratuity of nearly $3,000. 
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Grubbs s,a,ys persons wanting mote 
inrormaition are encouraged to write 
him at P.O. Box 659•7, Richmond, Vir­
ginia 232\30·. 

A native of Greensboro, he is a grad­
uate of Wake Forest University, Wins­
ton-Salem, North Carolina, and South­
ern Seminary, LouisviHe. 

Top 10 Church-State Stories Listed 
Federal coul'it and referendum defeats o,f tax aid for parochial schools high­

light ,the •ten top church-state stories of 1972, according to a year-end analysis by 
the s•taff of Americans United for Separation of Church ·and State. Americans 
United's monthly journal Church and State is publishing the following Ii-st in its 
January issue_: 

1. Parochiaid went down to decisive defeaJt !lit the hands of the voters in 
Maryland, Oregon and Id!llho in November. 

2. The United Sitates Supreme Court affirmed the opinion of a lower federal 
court striking down as unconstitutional an Ohio plan for subsidizing parochial 
schools via ·tuition reimbursements 1to parents. 

3. Parochiaid programs in New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont and New Hamp­
shire were struck down by federal courts as violations of the First Amendment. 

4. A battle erupted in Congress over the "tax credit" plan for providing fed­
eral aid for parochial and private schools . 

5. New Mexico voted in referendum in November to impose full taxes on 
commercially used property owned by churches. 

6. New York governor Nelson Rockefeller vetoed an attempt by the state 
legislature to repeal the state's liberal abortion law. 

7. Michigan and North Dak01ta voters decisively defea,ted abortion law reform 
in referendum elections. 

8. The Supreme Court ruled that Amish parents may be exempted from full 
compliance with state compulsory school attendance laws. 

9. Compulsory chapel service attendance at ·the United States military acade­
mies was found by a federal court to be in violation of the no-establishment clause 
of the First Amendment. 

to. Roman Catholic bishops attacked ·the Supreme Court's interpretation of 
the First Amendment and renewed their campaign for tax aid for parochial schools. 
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES 
(These lessons For December 31, 1972) 

Living In Faith And Hope 
•' 

Genesis 50:22-26 
Even thou,g1h his brothers had sinned 

by selling him into slavery, Joseph did 
not hoild it a•gainst them but cheerfully 
fod'gave them. In his forgiveness of and 
reconciliation with them may be seen 
Joseph's· acknowledgment of God's· pur­
pose, his, acceptance of God's place for 
him and his complete trust in God's 
providence. 

Approaching the •end of life, Joseph 
rea'lized that what he had considered 
tragic evils had ·actuaHy turned out to 
be blessings •and steppingstones to, a 
rich life. Hi,s, calamity had been the 
gateway to success. God frequently 
makes injuries contribute to His pur­
poses. 

Aged J ,a·cob called his sons to his bed­
side, besto-wed his. blessing upon them, 
made ,certain pred'ictio-ns concerning 
their future and instructed them to 
take his corpse ba,ck to Oanaan and 
bury tit in the ,cave of Machpelah, where 
his ancestors had been interred. After 
the death ·and embalmi,ng of Jacob 
there were seventy days of offici,al 
mourning in Egyipt before they took 
his body ba,ck to Canaan. His sons went 
to Canaan for an additiona1 period of 
seven -day's mourning prior to the in­
terment of Jacob. 

Upon thetir return to Egypt, the ten 
brothers· were frightened at the thought 
of the possibility, •and perhaps the like­
lihood, of Jos·eph turning upon them in 
revenge. They made the mistake of 
judging Joseph by themselves but he 
was not 'like them. Joseph understood 
that for one to take revenge is to usurp 
God's, prerogative. That he refused to 
do. What a pity that all do not exercise 
the same wisdom tod•ay! 

Joseph was, wounded deeply by the 
unwarranted feeling of his brothers, for 
he had •already forgiven them and pro­
vided for them fo.r years and now they 
were attempting to reopen an old 
~ievance. The fact that they did not 
beilieve and trust him grieved him so 
much that he wept profusely. Instead 
of harboring within a spirit of resent­
ment toward them, Joseph emphasized 
the fact that while they did what they 
d1id against him for his personal injury, 
God had meant it for good. In other 
words, he saw in their deed not the 
meanness of men but the purpose and 
provtidence of God. God often over-

rules in; order to aocompldsih His pur-
pose •and to execute His plan. Joseph 
had to wait for years before God's 
meaning was ultimately made clear. 
Joseph saw that God had been in ev­
ery part of his, life and tru~y believed 
that He was, the master of every situ­
ation. 

Hebrews 11:13, 22 
Many heroes of the faith suffered in­

describable persecutions, tortures, ago­
nies and marty["doms. Because of their 
great faith ,in God and devotion to Him, 
God enabled them to endure suffering 
beyond what we can imagine. 

Various methods of execution were 
used on the Christi,ans: Some were 
stoned to death, some were placed in 
hollow lo-gs and sawn asunder and oth­
ers were slain with the sword. They 
bore their suffering and martyirdom 
wtithout complaining. They lived and 
suffered in faith, they had t~e con­
sciousness of God's approval and they 
died in the hope that the Old Testament 
promises would be fulfi'lled. 

Hebrews 11:39-12:2 
The faith of the saints, who lived in 

the Old Testament era,, in the future 
fulfillment of the divine promises en­
abled them to "obtain a good repo:rt." 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES 

Since Christ's· coming fulfilled those 
promises and He is now our Saviour 
and Lo,rd, our faith has· been brought 
to fruition and our hope fulfilled. 

Christians are pictured as runners 
competing for a prize. Therefore, ev­
erything that would hinder them from 
running must be faid aside. There must 
be a divestment of aH en,cumbrances, 
such as laziness, pride, doubt, indeci­
sion, fear and anything that would hin­
der fellowship with Christ. 

If one is going to run the Christian 
race s,u,ccessfuHy, he must free himself 
of his besetting sin or sins. He must 
overcome the sin to which he is, most 
sus•ceptible, whether it be a suspicious 
attitude, a critical spirit, an irritable 
temper, ,an unforgiving s,pirit, or some 
evil habit. Sin saps the strength of the 
runner who is trying to win the crown. 

Running the Christian ra•ce requires 
exertion, pro.gression: and perseverance. 
In running it, we need always to main­
tain a proper sense of direction, under­
·stand that the course is not easy and 
remember that we are part of a glori­
ous company. We must always keep 
Obrist central in our thoughts, affec­
tions and purposes. ■ 

1.sra·er~ In God's Han,ds 
Jer~miah 18:1-11 

J eremiaih did his best to awaken the 
cooocienc~ df the I people and to show 
them God's way. Their delinquencies, 
s•ins and failures cut the prophet deep~ 
ly. To him •it seemed that fo.r Israel 
there was nothing left but ruin. Think­
ing that God had done. everything pos­
stible far the niation and believing that 
destruction was inevitable, Jerep1iah 
was on the vel'ge, of giving I up ' and 
quitting. · ' : 

While J eremiaih was broodi~i . oJer 
the failures of the people, -God told him 
to go down ·to the ;potter's house: UpQn 
his ad'riva1 Jeremiah found the ,potter 
engaged. d_n, his daily work .. · As ' he 
watched him at his · work, ' Jeremiah 
was given divine insight into the ways 
of God with men, both individuals and 
n·ations. Gazing intently' upoµ tlµs1 

-skilled •and industrious workman, Jere­
miah must hav·e noted at least four 
things,; 

A Person 
Jeremiah obse;rved an intelligent and 

capable workman at a potter's wheel, 
faking a lump of clay, moistening it, 
kneading it with his hands and pilacing 
it on the wheel which revolved at the 
pressure of .his foot on the treadle. He 
observed his nimble fingers manipulat­
ing the . clay on the revolving wheel, 
making it il)to. a useful vessel in keep­
in,g with his purpose and destign. 

To Jeremiah the potter represented 
God and ,this incident t11,ught the sov­
ereignty of God. As the clay was 
shaped by ,the potter's hand, so the na­
tions are shaped on the wheel of time 
b~ the hands of the infinite God. Those 
who have yielded to the skill of His 
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hand have been made dnto vessels of 
honor for His use. 

A Plan 
Jeremiah observed that the potter 

was working according to a certain 
plan or design in his mind. That pfan 
regulated and determined everything 
that he did. Two important factors 
were involved in his creative work, 
namely, the pressure of his hand upon 
the c1ay and the pace of the revolving 
wheel. If a potter works attording to 
a plan, surely we can · expect as much 
of God, Who pl,ans every life. Things 
cannot go well in any life that is out­
side the cirde of God's· will. It is the 
mark of wisdom for every person to 
discover God's plan for his ilife and then 
to conform to it wit.h unwavering fi­
delity. Accept God's plan for your life 
because it -is best for you. 

A Probability 
The potter concentmted on faooion­

ing the clay into a useful vessel, but 
something within the day would not 
yitield to the deftness of the potter's 
hand, so, his plan was thwarted and 
his purpose was frustrated. Since the 
clay represents man, doubtless, you 
have caught the idea. Sin always· mars 
and defiles. an individual, a famiily, a 
church or a nation. Nation after nation 
has defied the will of God and come to 
disaster, defeat and doom. It ds both 
the highest dignity and the greatest 
danger in life that we can say "No" 
to God, •and thus mar His p}an for our 
lives. What a pity that some refuse to . 
do the work which God assigns to 
them! 

A Possibility 
Instead of tossing a-side the cl:ay: in 

the marred vessel, the potter started 
over again. With the same day he at­
tempted to make another vessel as 
seemed best to him. He refused to per­
mit his skill to be baffled. 

From observing the potter at work 
Jeremiah learned the glorious truth 
that indiyiduals, families and nations, 
which have been marred by mistakes, 
can be remade by the mighty power of 
God Who refuses to allow His• skill to 
be baffled. Just as the potter could not 
make what he wished with the clay 
but did the best that he could with 
what he had, God is doing His best for 
and with us. In s·o many cases God has 

• taken the pieces of broken lives and 
made them over. However, we need to 
know and ever remember that a broken 
life, whether of •an individual or of a 
nation, will never be what it. would 
have been had · it not been marred. 

If you will place your life in God's 
hands and: let Him mo,ld it, make it, 
bless it •and use it, He will make of it 
something far beyond anything 'that 
you could possibly do with ·it. Com­
pletely surrender to His blessed will 
and let Him have His way with you. 

"Have Thine own way, Lord!' Have 
Thine own way! Thou art the Potter, 
I am the clay. Mo,ld me and make me 
After Thy wiH, While I am waiting, 
Yielded and still." ■ 
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CHURCH FURNITURE 
PEWS-PULPITS-TABLES,CBAIBS 

IIAl'TISTRIEs-SPIBES-LIGBTS 

LAMINATED ARCHES & DECKING 

London Church Furniture 
Bos ZS\-,Dept WR London, Ky, 

'l;eL 8114-ZZS0 

Lee E~•'Cralle Co. 
Funeral Home 

LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President 

PHONE 

634-3646 e 634-364'7 

1330 South Third Street 

Louisville, Ky. 

Phone: 459-0886 

Kentuckiana 
Sales and Sel"lice 

BURGLAR ALARIIIS & ~IRE ALARMS 

Bith~);~~r~~\!~ ~~~ti\~1f o~;d 
ILDE GUILARAN 
Owner-Manager 

4307 Huntsinger Lane 
Louisville, Ky. 40220 

Frankfort and Peterson venue 

An Impressive, 
Comforting Service 
that meets the requirements 

of every family calling us 

Kerr Brothers 
FUNERAL HOME 

Lexington, Ky. 
463 E. Main St. e Dial 2-3345 

Colville Alum. Co. 

Alum. Siding, Trim or Guttering 

Merry Christmas 

to all our customers 

368-1100 

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS 
Prices to satisfy every preference and need 

AIR 
CONDITIONED 

1310 s. 
1HIRD 
Phone 634-3621 

PARKING 
AREAS 

149 
BRECKINRIDGE 

LANE 
Phone 896-0349 

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE 
Lou.lnille, Kuluek7 

lla:liblftl Kaha.cllJ' Puent Dlrectora Burl.al Aaoela&wt 
llemhn: Nall•ul Se:lcckd llortlclau bJ' ln•rf.t.aUo• 

Offered by prospectus only 

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS 
Available in Amounts as low as $1,000 

• No brokerage fees 
• Interest mailed semi-annually 
• Redeemable prior to maturity 
• No coupons to clip 

WRITE or CALL 

CHURCH 
,, SECURITIES, 

INC. 
Registered Broker / Dealer 
4095 Clairmont Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30341 

advertisement s neither an o sell any security. In states where this dealer 
DO& q1lllllfled to act as a dealer, sa1 e will be deleted from descriptive brochures. 
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(Continued from page 5) 

WOMEN DEACONS 

Dear Editor: 

I am tired of reading about Southern 
Baptist churches ordaining women to 
the office of deacon or pastor. Our Con­
ventions say they have not ordained 
any women, but they continue to allow 
these churches that do ordain them to 
hold an active part of our convention. 

James said, "If you break one law, 
you are guilty of all" (James 2:10). 
My question is, how can we be a South­
ern Baptist church if we don't abide 
by the doctrines? I s,ay if a church can- · 
not hold true to the doctrines of our 
Convention which we believe to be 
Scriptural, how can our convention 
continue to hold fellowship with such 
churches? ( (2 Thessailonians 3:6) 

We pastors have a very difficult task 
seeking out leaders who have a Scrip­
tural qualification to help carry on the 
functions of the church and we don't 
need' to add any mini-skirt deacons to 

· this task. How can a woman deacon be 
the husband of one wife? How can a 
woman deacon be the ruler over the 
househo·ld when God gave this task to 
the man which He created first and 
woman for his help-meet. 

Everyone is asking "Why not?" Jesus 
did not (Matthew 4:18). Paµl did not 
(Acts 6:3) and who am I to say we can. 

- &EE ME -

OFFICE 897-6!541 

RES , 2=>9•7VGS 

"OR A NEW OLD& OR A PR~FIERRED USED CAR 

CHAS. WOODSON. JR. 

TRI-CITY OLDSMOBILE 
Collt. lill'U[Cl'Cll•ll'UOOS 6 DUTCHMAN• LANC& Lou1ev1Ll, E, K'f. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. 

RATE: 10 cents per word, figure or initial. 
Cash with order except on contract adver­
tising. Minimum charge $2.00 Copy dead­
line ten days before publication date. 

MINISTER OF MUSIC-EDUCATION-YOUTH: 
Seeking full-time man. Sunday School en­
rollment 400. Send resume to Highland Park 
First Baptist Church, 4461 Park Boulevard, 
Louisville, Kentucky 40209, c/o Chairman 
of Deacons. 

TOUR: A Baptist layman wants a minister, 
layman or Christian worker to accompany 
him on Holy Land tour with a church 
group at a modest cost. If interested, please 
call 636-2983. 
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If a church holds true to the teaching 
of the Scriptures, that church can . ex­
pect to be punished by our modern so­
ciety. Jesus held true to His Father's 
command and His very own people 
crucified Him. If we cannot find the 
ten deacoll6 (men) which we need to 
carry on the work of our church, we 
would be much better to carry on with 
our two or three than we would to dis­
obey the word of God. 

Maceo, Kentucky Franklin Wright 

BIBLE READING NOT OUTLAWED 

Dear Edito'I": 

If Doug,las Brown knows the Su­
preme Court ouUawed Bible readmg 
and prayer in our public schools I 
would like to know where he got his 
imormaHorn:. I ,am thinking Brown will 
Jlind out iaLl the Supreme Court out­
lawed was a prescr~bed pray,er in the 
state of New Y O'I"k and the state re­
quired this to be repeated 001ch SJChoo•l 
day in the school. They did not outlaw 
·any Bi:ble readiinig O'I" prayer or the 
mention, of God in our schooJs .. 

Russellvrne; Ky. Reed Rushin:g 

CHILD CARE, BRO. DEUSNER 

Dear Editor: 

I would like to express . my thanks 
througih the Western Recorder for our 
Kentucky Baptist child'I"ens' homes• and 
their attendants who spend their lives 
caring for the homeless children. This 
is a part of the "Pure Religion" we 
read of in God's word (James 1:27). 

A special thanks to Brother Deusner 
for his many years of service to this 
work. 

Milburn, Kentucky Bertha S. Payne 

WOMEN DEACONS IN SBC 

Dear Editor: 

It is very hard for me to understand 
what our Baptist churches are doing 
when they say that they have studied 
the Scripture and they say that the 
Scripture says it is okay to ordain 
women to the office of a deacon. I 
would like to ask one question: What 
does the Scripture mean when it says, 
"that the deacon must be the husband 
of one wife"? 

We get aill upset when a church 
doesn't believe in the Cooperative Pro­
gram or believe in mission work. We 
ask, "are they a Southern Baptist 
church?" I ask, can we be a true South­
ern Baptist church when we go against 
the teachings of God's Word? 

Philpot, Kentucky Charles Askins 

Joseph, The Dreamer (Continued from page 3) 

The wis,e men's gifts of gold and 
frankincense and myi-rh assure them of 
finding 'a place to live and a living un­
til Joseph ·oan begin ih:is trade. 

Months ,pass and again Joseph 
dreams. God ,again speaks. Joseph you 
can go back now to the liand of Israel. 
They who sought the young child's life 
have died. 

Happily they make the trip back. to­
ward Bethlehem. They are almost there 
when ag•ain God speaks to Joseph in a 
d'I"eam. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO 

Make This Tour 
Bible Land Journey and 

the Soviet Union 
MAY 28 · JUNE 11, 1973 

Leningrad, Moscow, Cairo, Luxor, 
Nicosia and Israel 

$959.00 from New York 
Optional Extended Week, 
Rome and London $265.00 

Fm- more information contact: 
James R. Pinkley, Jr. 

<&25 Anthony Wayne Trail, Apt. 202 
Waterville, Ohio 43566 

Don't go to, Bethlehem. For Arche­
laus, the murd•ering son of Herod, rules 
in his father's stead. Go back to Naza­
reth, your old home town. He who rules 
there will not harm the child. 

So· on to Nazareth they travel, and 
make their home. 

Years pass. Jesus grows in wisdom 
and stature and in favor with God and 
man. Joseph teaches Jesus the trade of 
carpentry. Side by side they labor and 
talk and fellowship. 

Tradition tells us that Joseph died 
just before Jesus reached manhood. 
But, Joseph, you have left your mark 
upon the Master. Your kindness, your 
geIJ;tleness, your marvelous • faith in 
God, your a·bility to dream, to be still 
and listen to God. You- have taught 
Him the law and the prophets until 
He will stand up before Satan's temp­
tations and say, "It is written." 

History wiH always know He was 
not your child. But history will also 
know you made Him yours ·by faith, 
you accepted Him without reservation, 
you took Him into your heart, just as 
we can today, if we will listen to God 
as you, the dreamer, did. ■ 

WESTERN RECORDER 



SBC Brotherhood Commission 
Creates Lay Renewal Effort 

Opportunities for experiences in, lay 
renewal are being offered through de­
velopment of a new lay ministries de­
pa·rtment at the Southern Baptist 
Br otherhood Commission. 

James Johnson of Arlington, Texas, , 
a Southern Baptist la·yman experienced 
in lay renewal work ,and computer con­
sultant professionally, will head the de­
partment on a part-time basis, accord­
ing to Glendon McCullough, executive 
director of the commission. 

Lay renewal is one of three emphases 
of the agency's ilay ministries depart­
ment, McCuHough s,aid. The other two 
are personal ministries· and communi­
cation of liay activities. 

Within lay renewal, the commission 
is emphas,izing the lay witness mission, 
a th ree-month :initial. experience of ex­
posing people to positive spiritual ex­
per iences, in srmaU groups and of re­
lating to people on a personal basis, 
MlcOuHough said. 

In his new reilationship to the de 0 

nomination, Johnson works with state 
Brotherhood departments, to train lay 
witness ,coordinators for the churches. 

"I see Baptists majoring on Christian 
growth by nurtur:ing· one another 

through lay renewal activities," John­
. son said. "Through lay witness mission, 
we are encouraging mutual dependence 
of Christians upon each other." 

Stressing the three-month experience 
as the ideal, Johnson said that lay wit­
ness mission isn't just a weekend ex­
perience. 

Some churches which have given lay 
witness missions an honest try have 
disbanded nominating committees be­
cause everyone wanted to work, John­
son said, while other churches reported 
giving above the budget for the first 
time in years. 

Johnson s1aid he also recommends a 
second type of renewal experience 
which he calls an experiment in disci­
pline and discovery. It's a three-month 
program in which a church experi­
ments by sma'11. groups in five basic • 
Christian disciplines - Bibile study, 
giving, prayer, ministry and worship -
following instructions on cas,sette tapes. 

The 32 year old Baptist layman, who 
operates Dallas Information Processors 
Co•rporation and Baptist Information 
Processors, has been active in Southern 
Baptist work for 14 years and inter-. 
ested in lay renewal for about four 
years. (BP) 

SBC Calendar Adds 
'Doctrinal Emphasis' 

Southern Baptists will have a new 
emphasis on their denominational cal­
endar during 1973. It is "Doctrinal Em­
phasis Week" scheduled April 16-20 
and sponsored by the KBC church 
training department. 

The week wilil afford churches an 
opportunity to study a theofogy of wit­
nessing in 1973. "With the increasing 
awareness of the importance of wit­
nes,si,ng, a theology of witnessing is 
needed," said Mic Morrow, associate 
director of church training for KBC. 

As outlined, Doctrinal Emphasis 
Week is for the entire family. Adults 
will Sltudy Take the Stand. For youth, 
the study will be From Experience to 
Expression. Children and preschoolers 
will use selected units from the regular 
curriculum maiteriais. · 

One of the tasks of the church train­
ing .pro,gram is to "teach systematic 
theology." Doctrina'l Emphas1is Week 
wHl help in fulfilling this task. 

Charter Flights To SBC Announced 

CONGRATULATIONS-George S. Mun­
ro, right, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Fort Thomas, congratulates Herschel 
H . Hobbs of Oklahoma City, former 
president of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, as Hobbs begins his 15th year 
as speaker of the denomination's "The 
Baptist Hour." Munro, a member of the 
Radio-TV Commission's board of trus­
t ees from Kentucky, was in Fort Worth 
to attend a semi-annual meeting of the 
t rustees . The Radio-TV Commission is 
the wor ld's largest producer of religious 
programs for public service broadcasting. 
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A charter jet f.light to the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Portland, Ore­
gon, has been arranged for messengers 
f,rom Kentucky Baptist churches. 

The no11>-stop flight from Louisville 
to Portland wilil be aboard a United 
Airlines 727 j,et which holds 96 pas­
sengers. The flight wiH depart Standi­
ford Field at 10>:00 a.m. Monday morn­
ing and arrive in Portl,an,d at 11:-30 a.m . 
local time. The return flight wiH leave 
Friday noon and arrive back at St•andi­
ford Field at 7:30 p.m . 

Price for the roundtrip ticket, which 
includes ail:l airport taxes and meals 
enroute, is $190. This is about $60 
cheaper than coach fare on a commer­
cial air line. 

The flight is also arranged so pastors 
can attend aH of the Southern Baptist 
Convention sessions and most pre­
convention meetings without missing a 
Sunday from their churches. 

The Monday departure date also 
means that messengers will be respon­
sible for only four day's lodging in­
stead of fiv·e if the charter were to 
leave Sunday afternoon. 

Reservations for the flight are need­
ed by February 1. A $50 deposit should 
aiccompany each reservation request. 
This deposit is refundable in cases of 
emergency. The remaining $140· must 
be paid by May 1, 1973. Checks should 
be madle payable to E'town Travel 
Agency. 

Those interested ini the charter 
should write Kentucky Baptist Con- . 
vention, Charter, Post Office Box 506, 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701. 

For interested a'1umni of Southern 
Seminary, a charter flight has been . 
arranged that will depart on Sunday 
afternoon. This flight is open to alum­
ni, their spouses ·and children. Addi- · 

· tional information about that flight 
may be obtained from the sehool's 
Office of Public Relations, 2825 Lex­
ington Road, Louisvilile 40206. 

A third flight, this one leaving 
Springfield, Illinois, has been arranged 
by former Kentucky pastor Jack San­
ford. Additional information about his 
fH.ght may be obtained by writing 600 · 
E. Pennsylvania Avenue, Urbana, illi­
nois 61801. . 
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