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The theme of Southern Baptists' annual 
Week of Prayer for Home Missions is the 
message being proclaimed by 2,178 mission­
aries, 880 Southern Baptist military chaplains, 
1.016 student summer missionaries, and more 
than 7,000 volunteer project workers, all of 
whom participate in home missions. For 
their support, Woman's Missionary Union 
leads a Week of Prayer, March 3-10. It wm 
culminate with the bringing together of the 
Easter offering for Home Missions whose 
goal is $7,200,000--approximately half of the 
Home Mission Board budget for next year. 



Larry R. Cook has -accepted ,the caill 
o,f Edgewood Baptist Church in Nicho­

lasviHe to serve as 
associate pastor. 
Cook is formerly · 
from First Baptist 
Church, Watton. He 
is a ·graduate of 
Georgetown C o 1-
lege and Southern 
Seminary. He has 
recently served 
churches in Georgia 
before returning to 
Kentucky. He is the 

Cook son of W. R. Cook, . 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Central 
Ctty. 

Douglas Anderson 1h!as resigned the 
pastorate of Northside Baptist Church, 
Princeton, Kentucky, and has accepted 
the pas<tornte of Buffalo Baptist Church 
in Severns Valley Association. He has 
held pastorates in Little River Associ­
ation, West Union Association and 
Franklin Association as well as the Mt. 
Zion 0hur-ch and the New Bethel 
Cihuroh in Caldwell. Association. 

Mr. a.lid Mrs. James P. Craigmyle, 
who have served 
four years as mis­
sionaries in Jiobla 
B,aptist Hospital:, 
Yemen, are back in 
Kentucky. He is 
serving as, pastor of 
the First Baptist 
Clhurch, Owenton, 
Kentucky. 

Craigmyle and 
hds wife, Do.ris, 
have thr~e chil- • 

Craigmyle dren: Timot.ihy, 
Carol and Biilily Bob. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Lexington, 
has ca.1Jled Rick Landon as associate 
pastor/family -life minister. He wilf be­
gin his new wor~ with the churoh on 

March 1. He ·has •been employed by the 
Kentucky Department of Child Wel­
fare the past 10 years as a chaplain 
and in various administrative positions. 

Gary Watkins h!as ,resi•gned ·as pastor 
of Cave City Baptist Church to become 
pastor of Pinelake Baptist Church in 
Brandon, Mississippi. 

First Baptist Church, Bellevue, re­
cently ·held revival in their new sanc­
tuary whicih is still in the last stage of 
construction. Clyd'e Chiles was the 
evangelist and Jim McNeil led the mu­
sic for the services. Reported were over 
200 responses to the invitation; 73 were 
professions of fadth. 

Lebanon Baptist Church, Lebanon, 
Kentucky, held rev,ival services on De­
cember 9-16. The Stalnecker Revival 
Team led the services. H. Douglas Ol­
ive, pastor at Lebanon, reported 115 
professions of faith and 130 rededica­
tions. 

~hurch ~huckles by CARTWRIGHT 

"qespite today's blizzard,-Sunday will ·be a good 
day for those planning to attend church!" 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATU 

INDIVIDUAL, $2.75, plus 5% sales tax, total $2.89. 
FOREIGN, $3.00. CHURCH BUDGET RATE, $2.00 
per year. All subscriptions except church accounts 
payable Jn advance. Church accounts must have a 
tax ex:emption number to be exempt from 5% sales 
tax. When making change of address, please send 
a recent label from your paper and the new ad­
dress, including ZIP code. 

When God Becomes Real 
Job 38:1-3; 42:1, 5, 6 

Many of life's· greatest experiences do 
not become rea>l until we experience 
them for ourselves. Many of us are l:ike 
Job. We ha'Ve heard about God aJ>l of 
our life, ·but God b:as• never become 
real. Job wrestled with this• problem 
when his world collapsed around' him. 
God became real for Job through the 
tragic ·expeviences· of his life. Unfortu­
nately, we too are often unable to let 
God be reail. untH persona!l. disaster 
touches our 'lives. Like Job, we need 
mo['e than . a hearS'ay experience with 
God to strengthen us· in times of crisis. 
A ro•ad maip may give us some concept 
of where we wiis>h to tvavel, but it can­
not substitute for the reality of travel­
ing to some distant p~ace. A book or a: 
drama may entertain us, but are poor 
su:bstitutes for personal experience. 

Job said, "I have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear; but now mine 
eye s1eeth tlhee." The concept we have 
of God!, bas•ed on life in prosperity, 
may be quite different when life goes 
sour. Job lost hds family, his· wealth 
and hfa theology. Many of our easy, 
glib answers to the problems of life 
may prove insufficient when tes•ted by 
such ultimate experiences. 

It is in these sou[-shaJt.tering experi­
ences, when our lives are reduced to 
rubble, that God can become rea'1. We 
can learn to love :and serve God for 
himself alone, without reference to . our 
personal reward. 

God also became real to Job through 
revelation. We must not discount this 
in our s,cientifi.c age. God mad'e himself 
known in the powers· of nature, in cre­
ation, ~n the order of the universe. The 
complexity of our worJd1 and our uni­
verse continue to bear witness of God. 
But these ·can never be the ultimate 
answer to our search. God reveals him­
self to the believers heart. We can 
kzww God is · real because he is in our 
hearts and in our lives. By faith we 
can know God through experience and 
revelation. As Job came to know God, 
he also understood more of himself. He 
said, "Wherefore I abhor myself and 
repent >in dust and ashes." ■ 
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"The Credibility Chasm" 
By Jewell Barrett, 

Paducah, Ky. 
'11he credibility ·gap is now a chasm, a great gulf 

fixed. The lack of confidence in public pronouncements 
by public officials has covered the American people 
like ,an und'ertaker's shroud. The causes of this state 
of affairs, . and what might 1become of it, should be of 
concern to •caring people. 

The desire of the American people to know every­
thing going o;n, in front of and behind the scenes, is 
insatiable. The desire to know what its leaders are do­
ing is due partly to our unique freedom. In totalitarian 
regimes the •leaders are not questioned openly by their 
subjects, because of repression and fear. Our desire .to 
know, and the press' desire to tell all it can dig up, is 
enough to make public officials to ·be cautious about 
anything done or said, publicly. Therefore arises the 
need to obscure and control what the public knows•. 
Also the poHtician has his public image, •real or imag­
ined, to think of. 

Politicians are constantly hounded by special interest 
groups. These groups have selfish interests, that affect 
themselves, primarily, and this causes a cloakroom 
approach and atmosphere. If someone whispers some­
thing into your .ear, you will likely whisper back, 
whether or not it is a whispering subject. Privacy and 
inconspicuousness can easily be interpreted as secrecy 
and subtlety. Many men in high places· have been 
bought and sold by the deceit of powerful men of 
money, and those who resist are indeed men of in­
tegrity. 

Certain phHosophical ethics must als~ enter in. Situ­
ation ethics dictates lying under the circumstances· of a 
particular situation. In this way of behavfor, morals 
are relative to the person and situation, and· the prag­
matic end justifies the means, and there are few, if 
any, absolute standards of moral conduct. The utHi­
tarian ethic of using people, things and opportunities 
to achieve is a universal practice, and is certainly well 
buiilt into our own culture. We have a wheeling, deal­
ing way of life: courtroom deals, business dea~, out­
landish advertising, extravagance and waste. All a part 
of the big lie that life 1is .in what one possesses, and to 
get ahead in this Hfe is aM ,that really counts. 

Churches and the clergy must bear a certain re­
sponsibility for a part of this existing skepticism in 
our nation. Even the most gullible ought to have diffi­
cu,lty believing the overemphasis, overstatements and 
unreal superlatives coming from some pulpits•. "Sermon­
talk" of pious platitudes is a make-believe world to 
many people. Fear to speak out, soft-shoeing around 
real issues, juggling statistics, faking commitment, and 
wor-ldly methods have left truth wandering in the cold 
streets. No sermon ·point is worth making, no program 
worth success, and no public image worth creating ,at 
the expense of truth. Any church and minister who 
deal in blownup half-truths and wo.rildly image making 
must be worse than any politician who does the same. 

What will come of this? It can deepen a skepticism 
even more toward anyone in public services. It can 
cause those who don't intend to change their hearts or 
ways to become even rrwre subtle and sinister in dis­
honesty. It may ·cause a widespread turning to the 
truth as is in Jesus Christ by a public fed up with lies. 
It should drive church people to their knees in repent­
ance for failing to be the champions· of truth, leading 

(Continued on page 15) 
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No Grav side Servic 
By H. B. Kuhnle 
Lexington, Ky. 

Have we ever given thought to the elimination of 
the graveside service following the funeral servi~e con­
ducted at the church or the funeral home? b such 
another service actually needed or desired? Are we 
merely following m the , footsteps of· tradition? A new 
thought can often be startling but perhaps we need to 
rethink the manner in which funeral services are con­
ducted. 

In the first place, the graveside service ,is but a 
repetition of what has gone before with the use of 
scripture and prayer. The process-ion to the cemetery 
not only prolongs• the point of termination of events 
but so often is accompanied by noise, hazard!i• and dis­
tractions. In larger cities it is necessary for funeral 
processions to be escorted by police cars or motorcycles. 
Not onlly does this cause inconvenience for other traffic 
but presents real danger . when the procession goes 
through red lights with no policeman present to halt 
other cars. It is of_ little comfort to the mourners· to see 
and liste~ to motorcycles roaring by, leapfrogging one 
another m order to arrive at. the next intersection in 
time to stop cross traffic, using their shrill whistles to 
attract the attention · of opposing traffic. A long line of 
cars (many of them without headHghts burning) pro­
ceedtng at a slower rate than ordinary traffic, can 
and often does produce accidents. Is· all this necessary 
or desired? 

Aga~n, palHbearers and in some instances honorary 
pahlbearers means that time must be taken from work 
which may _not be practical or convenient. These are 
usually chosen from those who were close to the de­
ceased and we understand thisi is a form of "honoring" 
the departed 1loved one, but actually the function of 
pallbearers in so many instances is negligible. 

Once at the grave-site there is usually a tent erected 
and chairs for the family and clo,se friends. Here the 
weather enters the pict.ure. Pouring rain or freezing . 
cold adds to the depression of the famiily. The :leveling 
of the casket usually brings forth tears. The thought 
of leaving a loved ·one's· body in tlie rain or snow is 
anything but-comforting. 

Dare we even think of breakling with tradition? 
Would it not be better to have but one service and do 
away with the things mentioned above? How then con­
duct t!1e funeral procedure? In quietness· and dignity 
and without undue haste the fa-mi•ly could depa•rt from · 
the church or funeral home, their hearts : and minds 
stilled and blessed by the message of the. resurreetion. 
The body of the deceased cou-ld be conveyed to the 
cemetery by the funeral home, accompanied ,by a trust­
ed friend of the family who could . assure them ai11 
things were done according to their wishes·. 

After all, why two services? Why insist on an anti-· 
(Continued on page 15) 



Committee Of Fifteen Presents C:ourageous Report 
The February meeting of the Southern Baptist 

Convention Executive Committee is usually hectic. 
Among other things it prepares the budget which 
will 'be · recommended to the Southern Baptist Con­
vention in June. This year the budget hearings were 
conducted earlier and the recommendation · for allo­
cation of funds to Southern Baptist agencies was 
merely routine. 

Many other important· items were on the agenda 
but the most anxiously awaited one was the report 
of the . Study Committee of Fifteen. This committee 
of the Executive Committee numbered 10 at first but 
was increased to 15 a little later by adding five lay­
men. 

The committee was asked to review the assign­
ments made ten years ago to the various agencies 
and institutions of · the convention and to report any 
needed changes or modifying of these assignments. 

The committee learned soon that what they were 
asked to do could not properly be done without a 
study of the entire Southern Baptist Convention 
structure and the privilege of recommending changes 
if needed. This was agreed to by the Executive Com­
mittee. 

Thus what started out as a routine assignment 
became one · of the most difficult assignments ever 
undertaken by any committee of Southern Baptists. 
Inste_ad of a few months or even a year which is 
usually needed for a committee study and a report, 
the Committee of Fifteen sperit four years studying 
and preparing a final report ,of 1_29 pages in length. 
They had 21 meetings of the full study committee and 
countless interviews. The committee or a part of it 
held discussions with every Southern Baptist agency, 
commission and institution. Two public hearings were 
held in Nashville and Portland, Oregon, where any 
Baptist. was welcomed to express his views. 

Three proposals from the study were presented by 
the Ex.ecutive Committee to the 1972 Session -of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Two of the proposals 
were accepted and one was rejected. Following this 
it was decided to wait until the study was complete 
before presentation to the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. · 

The study was completed recently . and copies of 
its final report were distributed several weeks ago 
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to all agencies, to Executive Committee members and 
others including the state papers and the Baptist 
Press. The Western Recorder carried some analysis 
of the report. It is obvious, however, that a 129 page 
report could not be condensed into several short arti­
cles. This explains why most of this editorial is infor­
mational in approach. The usual editorial approach 
would not provide much insight for the thousands 
of Kentucky Baptists who love and are loyal to their 
local churches but who are almost without any knowl­
edge about Southern Baptist organized life. 

There were 23 recommendations from the Commit­
tee of Fifteen. One was tabled, another was with­
drawn and due to the absence of a quorum late in 
the meeting three other re~ommendations will be · 
considered in the Executive Board meeting just prior 
to the Southern Baptist Convention in June. The 
other recommendations were adopted but not without 
considerable discussion and amending. Most of those 
adopted called for further study by the agency con­
cerned and for a response in writing. 

The Committee of Fifteen deserve commendation 
for their endless hours of study and their attitude in 
presenting their report. The chairman of the commit­
tee, E. W. Price, Jr., was a model of humility and 
restraint. He and his fellow committeemen in essence 
said, "We have sincerely tried to do what you asked 
us to do. Here are our conclusions. Do what you care 
to do with them." 

This committee learned anew what has been 
known an!i demonstrated before. Some boards of the 
Southern Baptist Convention will listen courteously 
to suggestions ·but are very defensive when it comes 
to change suggested by study committees other than 
their own. Their attitude seems to say we know what 
we are doing, so please let us alone. 

Though they were buffeted about considerably 
the Committee of Fifteen made a major contribution 
to Southern Baptists. They put in print what many 
have been saying and asking about some of our prac­
tices. 

The agencies and boards have been reminded 
again that though they are highly appreciated and 
respected, they are scrutinized periodically to make 
certain they are being faithful · to the.ir assignments 
by the Convention. 
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Guest Editorial 

Sudden Wealth Is Not A Cure All 
A rece11t Associated Press story tells Bob Hastings especialiy _ the poor and uneducated,. are 

of good news that turned to bad news. in Illinois Baptist looking for that proverbial "pot of gold." 
The good news was that Carl B. Dapp, But sudden wealth isn't a cure-all. It could 

a truck driv:er, won $100,000 six years ago in the New be a curse-all. 
York state lottery. This is why states such as Illinois which are toy-

The bad news is that Dapp is now broke, out of ing with the idea of lotteries are making a· mistake. 
a job, in debt, and sorry he ever won the money. The purpose of government is to serve the people, not 
Although the truck driver says he didn't squander exploit their ignorance or baser motives. The question 
the money, he did buy himself an expensive car, a isn't how much the state can make on lotteries, but 
mobile home, and a car for one of his sons. what the state can do to help its citizens live a rich 

In addition, Mr. Dapp shelled out $60,000 of the and full life. · 
$100,000 for state and federal taxes. I'm not saying everyone who wins $100,000 in a 

"I'm not an educated man," Dapp said. "I come lottery will go broke. But. I am saying the crises 
from a big family and had to quit school and go to facing our nation · will not be solved so long as our 
work in the fifth grade. When I won that money, I government bodies use their energies to sponsor 
thought all my problems were solved." Roman Circuses - even if they are disguised as reve-

In these days of runaway inflation, many people, nue-raising lotteries. 

(Editor's Note: Senate Bill 116 introduced in the 1974 General Assembly calls for legalized lotteries in Ken­
tucky. Write or otherwise contact your representative and senator expressing your opposition to ·SB 116.) 

SPEAK OUT ON ABORTION 

Dear Editor: 
As someone has well said, abortion 

is one more way of taking a human 
life and: must be considered murder. 

· The commandment "Thou shalt not 
kill" (Exodus 20:113) has never been 
revoked. We are desecrating the Sab­
bath and now opening up clinics where 
abortion is legal. 

As to saving the mother's life, maybe 
the -child's would be a better one. 

I am against it at any tinie. 
May God's people speak out against 

this evH is my prayer for Jesus' sake. 
Hodgenville, Ky. Mrs. Grace C. Hayes 

ALL B'IBLES ARE LIVING 

Dear Editor: 
I note that when the book published 

by Tyndale House Pub1ishe:rs ·and' now 
called The Living Bible, Paraphrased, 
is quoted that it is almost a!lway~ noted 
that it is a quotation from "The Living 
Bible." 

Now, while this letter is• not to be 
interpreted as -criticism orf that pan­
phrase of the 'Bible, I want to ,go on 
record as saying that neither that para-­
phrase nor any other made it The Liv­
ing Bible . . Brother, all translaitions of 
tihe Bible a;re rtJransfa,tions of The Living 
Bible and all paraphrases of rthe Bible 

MARCH 2, 1974 

are paraphrases of The Diving Bible 
and not because of. how much more · 
simple they make its language or of 
how much more readable they make it 
for the modern reader but because of 
the fact that IT, 'Dhe Word of God, is 
living! Thank God for ,that! 
Princeton, Kentucky John H. Adams 

APPRECIATES SERIES 
Dear Editor: 

I want to thank you for including 
the infoi"mative series of articles on 
tensions, in Southern Baptist life in the 
Western Recorder. These airticles by Al­
bert McClellJan are thought provoking 
and! should ,be digested by the mem­
bersihip at lar,ge. 

My father was a ,Ufe deacon -and for 
years a very capable super-intendent of 
Sunday School. My mother taught 
through her active Hfe and worked in 
the missionary life of her church un­
tirin•gly. My husband and I have tried 
to pass the rewarding_ church orien-­
tated l:ife on to our two children. In 
recent years we have seen many chan­
ges in prog,ramming and in attitudes, 
that are often perplexing to say the 
,1east. Maybe this will help explain 
some of the tension invollving church 
members. 

Years ago our S-aviour disapproved 
of a change that had come about and 
had· to d•rive the money,changers, out of 

the temple. Shouldi we not now pray 
that he wrn direct both our church 
ministers• and members to seek on!ly 
those changes, that will bear his stamp 
of approV'al? 
Williamsburg, Kentucky 

Mrs. Charles E. Freeman 

BAPTISTS ON CAMPUS 
Dear Editor: 

Many Kentucky Baptists think in 
terms of Georgetown, Campbellsville, 
or Cumberland when hearing the 
phrase "Baptist students active on col­
lege campuses." Since attending East­

. ern, however, I have observed that the 
Baptist student can ·be active through 
the Baptist Student Union. 

This organization is well-known on 
campus simp~y through its many ac­
tivities. For example, approximately 
one weekend a month the BSU holds a 
coffee hou~e. Any student on campus 
may come and be entertained• and have 
felilowship with other students. By 
holding this activity on the weekends, 

. the :asu is unique. Eastern is known 
as a "suitcase ,college" so most of the 
organizations ' on campus hold their 
special activities during tihe week. The 
weekend coffee houses provide a ser­

. vice for those students remaining on 
campus during the weekend in that it 
breaks the monotony of stµdying and 
watching televisfon. 

Most important, however, is . the, fel­
lowship and friendship the BSU pro­
vides to an the students ori campus. 
After coping with the tensions of a 
large university, a person needs a place 
to go where !he or she can relate to 
people who cai;-e. The Baptist Student 
Union is such a place. 
Richmond, Ky. Rebecca L. Grubbs 
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FIRST KNOWN IN KENTUCKY -

Woman Ordained To Ministry 
Miss Esther Hargis was ordained to 

the gospel ministry by the Lyndon 
Baptist Church on February 17. The or­
dination service was preceded by an 
examining councill in another service 
in which the entire congregation par­
ticipated. The Lyndon church uses· the 
entire congregation as an examinmg 
council and ordaining counrcil for dea­
cons and ministers. The entiire congre­
gation also participates in the laying 

on of hands. 
'Miss Hargis is a 

Louisvillian a n d 
has been . a Lyndon 
church member 
since &he was about 
10 years old. She 
is a •graduate of 
Georgetown C o 1 -
lege and' Southern 
Baptist Seminary. 
For the past year 
she has been a pas­
toral intern at the 
Lyndon · church. 
The intern plan is 
part of the semi-

._-------- effort to give stu-
Miss Hargis dents some practi-

cal experience before they· are ,grad­
uated. 

Asked about how she arrived to the 
conclusion of seekin•g ordill'ation, Miss 
Hargis says it was durun•g her senior 
year at Georgetown that she felt there 
was something particufa.r the Lord had 
for her to do. During ther years· at the 
seminary she was• still s·earching and 

with her experience as pastoral intern 
she came to the conolusion that the 
gospel ministry was the Lord's will for 

·her. 
Miss Hargiis realizes her ordination 

wm not meet with universal appeal. 
She doesn't expect to be called as pas­
tor of a · Southern Baptist Church any­
time soon but feels there is a place for 
her ministry. She thinks more in terms 

-of being an associate minister or an in­
stitutional worker where ordination is 
required. -

She says she is not a crusader for 
more women in the Baptist ministry 
but in her own spiritual experience she 
arrived at the conclusion s•he should 
request ordination. She says she ex­
pects criticism and rejection by some 
fellow Baptists as an ordained minister. 
She says this wiill not prevent her from 
seeking to serve the Lord as an or­
d•ained minister. 

Lyndon pastor Hugh Goldsby was in 
charge of the service and delivered the 
charge to the congregation orda~ninig 
her. Dan Stone, ·a Geor,getown College 
st~ff member, delivered the charge to 
Miss Hargis. 

The presentation of the Bible was 
made by ,her own father, _Roy HaTgis, 
an active Layman in the church many 
years. After the prayer of dedication 
led by Bob Kilgore the entire congre­
gation participated <in the laying on of 
hands. · 

After reading a moving passage from 
the Psalms, Miss Hargis led the bene­
di'Ction prayer. 

LAYING ON HANDS - Members of Lyndon Baptist Church and_ guests participate 
in laying on hctnds during the ordination of Miss Hargis. She is t7!,e first known 
woman to be ordained to tn,e gospel ministry by a Kentucky Baptist church. 
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Moral . 

Fiber 

FRANKLIN OWEN 

It is written, "righteousness exalteth 
a nation, but sin is a reproach to · any 
people." (Proverbs 14:34) The moral 
fiber of a nation has to be strong 
enough to hold it together. If such 
fabric grows weak, the public confi­
dence level fa:lls and a society loses its 
ability to function because there has 
ceased .to be enough good faith for the 
transaction of necessary business. Men 
have to trust one another to deail with 
one another. Commerce suffers paraly­
sis in a society in which the moral fiber 
has grown so weak that its citizera.-y 
does not have confidence in it. 

Moiral fiber grows best ,in relig.ious 
soil. The mora.'ls of a society tend to 
be established in, and grow from reH­
gious roots. Men do tend to behave 
like they honestly believe, always fall­
ing short of the goal of their beliefs•, 
but living toward such standard. One . 
of the necessities .for the continuation 
of a strong nation is a sense of purpose 
under God, a convktion of righteous­
ness. Let' America be reminded that 
she grew on religious roots with a 
sense of Divine call in history. If this 
vision, is lost and her religion is lost, 
the unfed moral fiber will degenerate 
and break. 

Our nation has a tradition for sepa­
ration of rchurch and state. There must 
be no favored sect. A free •church in a 
free state. Yet, it needs to be remem­
bered also that we have an equally 
strong tradition for · recognizing the 
moral power of religious beliefs that 
make for a· strong people, an uprigiht 
people, a dependable people - a stable 
society. American tradition has ever 
been dedicated to the maip.tenance of a 
favorable environment for religious in­
struction and endeavor as a valid· and 
supportive part of life that tends to 
grow a str-0ng and righteous . people. 
Let not America forget her heritage. 
Let her tiH the religious soil and water 
the religious roots and out of them 
will grow a morail crop. 

-Frank Owen 

Give Baptists Facts 

And They Will Usually 

Make Right Decisions 

- WESTERN RECORDER 

SBC NUM~ERS 12.3 MILLION -

Final Figures Indicate Continued SBC Growth 
Southem Baptists in 19•7'3 numbered 

12.3 mHlion members, contributed 1.2 
billion d'oiUars Jn total receipts, and 
reported the fourth hig.hest number of 
baptisms in Southern Baptist Conven­
tion history. 

CompHed from reports of all 34,665 
churches in the SBC, the 1973 denomi­
nationail statiistics indicate ,increases tin 
church membership, Sunday School 
enrolment, ,church music enrolment, 
mi$Sion expenditures, Brotherhood en­
rolment and to.ta.'! financial receipts. 

Churches reported a decreas,e from 
1972 levels in the number of baptisms, 
Trainiing Union enrolment and Wom­
an's Missionary Union enrolment. 

For severail years church membership 
has been increasing at approximately 
.two percent each year, and' 1973 was 
no d'ifferent. 

Church membersihjp fur the nation's 
fargest ·evangelica1 ·body increased 
nearly a quarter oi a m~llion persons 
(230,062) over the 1972 membership. 

The 1973 total membershJi.p was 12,-
297,346, an <increase of 1;9 percent. 

Although the number of baptisms de­
creased in 1973 to a total of 413,990, 
tha,t figure is the fourth hi-ghest ever 
recorded. The number of 1973 baptisms 
ranks· 'behind · the record number of 
baptisms in 1972 (445,725), the 1959 
figure of 429,000 and! the 461,867 figure 
oi 19551, 

In 1972 the denomination's ,total re­
ceipts surpassed the one biHion doH:ar · 
f;i,gure for the first time in SBC his­
tory. The new statistics indicate a 12.5 
percent increase over the 1972 figure, 
res·ulting in a total of $1,20'5,330,781 for 
11973. This is an increase of neartly $134 

1973 1972 (1) (2) 
Churches ---------------------·····-····- 34,665 34,534 +131 +0.4 
Baptisms --------··---------------------- 413,990 445,72·5 -31,735 -7.1 
Cthurch Members•hiip ........ .. 12,2·97,346 12,067.284! +230,062 +1.9 
Ongoing Enrolment 

Sunday Sohoo•l ---------------- 7,182,550 7,177,651 +4,899 +0.1 
Brotherhood ...................... 461,080 45.4,272 +6,808 +1.5 
WMU -----------------------·---------- 1,102,432 1,125,641 -23,209 -2.1 
Church Music .................. 1,252,628 1,1173,004 +79,624 +6.a 
Traiining Unfon ................ 1,949,640 2,044,445 -94,805 -4.6 

Total Receipts ...................... $1,205,330,781 $1,071,512,302 + $133,818,479 +12.5 
Total Mission Gifts· ............ $193,549,922 $1'74,772,885 +$18,777,037 +10.7 

(1)-Numerical Change; (2,)-Percentage Change 

mil1ion. 
Mission •gifts continued to increase in 

1'973, gaining almost $19 million (10.7 
percent) for a total of $193,549,922. 

Sunday School enrolment increased 
4,899 members in 1973 for a total of 
7,182;550. The. previous year Sunday 
School enrolment experienced its first 
gain silliCe 1964. 

Churcli mu s i c enrolment gained 
79,264 members dn 1973, setting the 
total church music membership ·at 1,-
252,628. This figure includes handbell 
ringers and vocal and instrumental en­
semble enrolment which account for 
approxillUltely 90 perc_ent of the net 
chan,ge. Handbell ring·ers and ensem­
bles were not <included in the 1972 en­
rolment. 

The Brotherhood · (men's and boys' 
missions educational organizatdon) re­
corded an enrolment of 461,080 mem­
bers in 1973, an increase of 6,808. 

Training Union eI11rolment totaled 
1,949,640, dropping by 94,805 members 
from the 1972 figure. 

Enrolment reported for Woman's 
Missionary Union (women and girls' 
missions education organization) de­
creased 23,209 to a total of 1,102,432. 

These figures were compiled by ;the 
Southern 'Baptist Sundia y Schooil 
Board's research services department 
by computing the reports of ·34,66•5 SBC 
churches (an increase of 131 churches) 
and comparing them with the 1'972 de­
nominational figures. 

Missouri Baptists Name 
Nelson Interim Exec. Miss Sharp Is BSU Sweetheart 

Thomas, W. Nelson, executive secre- Miss Jolly Sharp of Williams:bu.rg, Ken-
tary-treasu,rer o.f the Missouri Baptist tucky, was selected Bsu· Sweetheart for 
Foundation, has been n:amed interim Cumberland Co,Uege at their annual banquet 
executive secretary of the Missouri held'- recently: Two-hundred and fifty stu-. 
Baptist Convention, to succeed H. L. dents and faculty were present as MriSJS ·Sharp 
McOlanahan who has resigned the in-
terim post to accept a Missouri pastor- received, the ,cro•wn from J. M. Boswell, 
ate. president of the co Hege. Miss Sih'arp, a senio.r . _ 

at Cumberland and vice president of the The announcement was ·made_ ,by Don 
Evans, chairman of the executive board - , BSU, was chosen from seven contestants 
of the Missouri Baptist Convention, selected by ,the student body. Her escort, 
who said Nelson will assume the :fuH Kenny Faught of Irvine, Kentucky, is, pres!i-
duties of interim executive secretary dent of the Ministeriail Association at Cum-
as of March 1, and wilil continue as berland. 
head of the foundation. After the presentation of the _· Sweethear,t 

McClanahan announced his resigna- and her court, George Fields •interpreted the 
tion, effective March 1, as, interim ex- theme of the banquet, "Moments of Love." 
ecutive secretary of the Missouri •con- · Fields, a professiona•l entertainer, is a g•rad-
vention to accept the pastorate of Red uate of Mississippi College and was, active 
Star Baptist Church in Cape Girardeau, in the Felilowship of Clhristian Athletes. He 
Missouri. He was named to the top con- -1 
vention post following the death of the is a student at Southern Seminary. 

late Ear,l 0. Harding, in August, 1973. L---------·----------------------------~ 
MARCH 2, 1'974 'I 
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Executive Committee Fails To Finish Special Report 
LACK OF QUORUM -

The Executive Committee responded 
affirmatively to a reques·t that it ask 
its administrative subcommittee to 
study trustee-boaird and trustee-staff 
relationships and make more clear the 
duties of those who serve SBC agen­
cies, develop a procedure under which 
the convention could replace elected 
agency members who do not attend 
meeting or who disqualify for other 
reasons, and study the selection pt"oc­
ess of the SBC's committee on bo~ds. 

Executive Committee action on the 
report of the Committee . of 15 g,round 
to an abrupt and unexpected halt Wed­
nesday, Februairy 20, when Cecil Sims 
of Washington State caHed for a quor­
um count. Only 30 of the 64 member 
body ans•wered the role ·and the com­
mittee adjourned until June with its 
work unfinished. , 

But befoire the unexpected ending, 
the Executive Committee, with a quor­
um present, acted on 20 o·f the 23 rec­
ommendations by the s•pecial study 
group. Final deliberations on the thiree 
left-oveir recommendation of the much­
discussed Committee of F:ifteen report 
will take place at the Executive Com­
mittee's next meeting before the an­
nual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) in Paillas in June. 

As the first o:rder of busiiness, the 
Executive Committee accepted a rec­
ommendation to ,refer to the appropri­
ate a,gencies an 86 page sedion of the 
report listing of "concerns'' regarding 
tp.e operations of tlhe agencies. 

The agencies are asked to respond to 
the Executive Committee in writing 
regarding the "concerns" by February, 
19715. 

Another recommendation, calling for 
appointment of a committee to, study 
the Executive Committee itself, was 
passed and will be forwarded fol' ac­
tion by the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion at Dallas. 

Under provis1ions of the recommen­
dation, the Executive Committee re­
quests the convention to authorize the 
officers it elects in 19174 to appoint a 
committee of seven persons, widely ex­
perienced in denominational life, to 
study and evaluate the Executive Com­
mittee and report ba·ck to the conven­
tion in 1975. No current Executive 
Committee members would be eligible 
to serve on the seven-person commit-
tee. 

The Executive Committee postponed 
until February, 197·5, a recommendation 
which would have asked the conven­
tion to alter Bylaw 9(5) (g) to allow 
the Executive Committee, when decid­
ing budget allocations, to study the 
agencies' "long range program objec­
tives, budget year program goals and 
action plans and past yeair prog,ram 
accomplishments Teaching prevdous:J.y 
set goals and, adion plans." 

The postponement was voted after 
Duke McCaU, presiident of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis-­
ville, and others urged the proposed 
dhange in the by:law receive a full. 
headng before the Executive Commit­
tee . votes, to prevent misunderstand1ings 
and hidden pitfalls foir agencies·. 

In a companion recommendation, the 
Executive Committee gave appiroval to 
planning a conference for appropriate 
agency repres:entatives to discuss the 
implications of the propos·ed byilaw. 

A preamble statement on the rec­
ommendation f:rom the Committee of 
FHteen said, "Our study conv-inces us 
that some o•f these trustees• and com­
missioners are not deeply enough in­
volved in the affairs of their agencies. 
Occasionai'ly some trustees are negli­
gent and indiMerent and some execu-
tive officers tend to assume tt"ustee 
powers ." 

The Executive Committee also ap-
proved a . recommendation to study 
possible revisions in the structure of 
the Inter-Ageney Council, a body au­
thorized by the convention's Bylaw 13 
to serve as the organizatiion through 
which the various agencies· of the con­
vention correlate work. 

The Administrative Committee of the 
Exeeutive Committee wHl study the 
Inter-Agency Council, ,in consultation 
with SBC agency executives, and bring 
recommendations to the Executive 
Committee· for any necessa1'y changes 
in Bylaw 13. 

Moving into policies of convention 
agencies in · investment of funds, the 
Committee of 1Nfteen noted, "The total 
investment of all Southern !Baptist 
agencies .in stocks, mortgages, bonds, 
et,c., is about $426,607,044. About three­
fourths of this amount is trust funds 
held :by the Annuity Board. The bal-
ance is endowment or reserve funds. 

"We note the Annuity Board has, ·de­
veloped a carefuliy drawn set of guide­
lines which it uses in makiing !invest­
ments. We feel that s,im:ilar sets of 
guidelines should be developed by all 
agencies having ,relatively lairge sums 
of money to·· invest. This would assure 
Soutlhern Baptists that trust funds· are 
being invested in proper financial ways 
consiistent with the social and moral 
purposes of the convention." 

The Executive Committee appiro,ved 
a recommendation to ask the conven­
tion to make provision in its Business · 
and Financfail Plan to require ru:l agen­
cies to develop such guidelines. 

MAKING A POINT - Eldred Taylor, second from right, discusses the Committee 
of 15 report with Executive Committee member John Dunaway, second from left . 
Also in the discussion was Kentucky executive secretary Frank Owen, left; Glenn 
Sullivan, center, pastor of First Baptist Church, Russellville; and Gary Cook, a 
student at Southern Seminary and a student observer of the Executive Committee. 
Taylor, pastor of First Baptist Church, Somerset, is a Kentucky member of the 
Foreign Mission Board. Dunaway is pastor of First Baptist Church, Corbin. 

In other actions on Committee of ·Fif­
teen recommendations, the Executive 
Committee: 
► Agreed to ask its administrative 

committee to study redristribution of 
internal work of the Executive Com-
mittee. 

WESTERN RECORDER 

8 

S!RATEGY - Grady Randolph right 
dir~ctor of the Kentucky Baptist' Foun~ 
dat~on, C(!,UCused with other state Foun­
d_ation directors to discuss a presenta­
tion . to the Executive Committee con­
cer"!'ing a Committee of 15 recommen­
dation. However, the item was post­
poned to the June meeting when a 
quorum failed to stay for the hearings. 

:► Agreed to instruct its, finance com­
~itt~e to study, in consultatiion with 

_e .. te;Var?ship Commission, the com-
miss11on s· involvement ·i·n .d. fr · provi mg 
consu mg services for raising money 
for churches fm buHd,ing purpos·es, dis­
cuss it witJh the Executive Committee's 
program committee and report to· the 
Executwe Committee, 
► ~greed to authorize ii.ts finance . 

c~mmittee to study the retirement 
plans . of the Annuity Boal"d and other 
a,gencies, with the help of profes,stiona·l 
consultants, if_ d~emed necessary, and 
rep?1't ,these fmchngs with recommen­
dat10ns to the Executive Committee. 

, •"': Pass·ed two companion recommen­
dat,10ns on the s•ix SBC seminaries: 

1, That the Executive Committee 
study the f_ormation of an inter-semi­
nary council ,composed. of botih pres:i­
dte:r:its, ·and appropriate trustees and' that 
i instruct the P!ro,gram Comm·tt . co t · . i ee, in 

opera IO? with seminary pl"esidents 
to fully. discuss the possi:bility of such 
a co_uncd '8:nd report back to. th E -
ecutive Committee by February e 197~ 

2, That t;he Executive Committee re~ 
q_u~,s:t the seminaries to . study the pos­
sibihty of •cha,rg,ing tuition for a!li ,per­
sons· enro'11ed' in advanced deg·re gr , . , d. f . e pro-ams an or non-Baptists and t"e ort 
back ·by February, 19'76. p 

,,► Agreed t? ask its program com­
mittee to review with representatdves 
of the Christian Li'fe Comm· . . . ' ' is·s1on and 
~ ~aptist Jomt Committee on PubHc 
t ai-rs tlhe points of .overlapping be­
ween ,the two agencies and report back 

wuth r ecommendations by Fehl' 19,75. ua,ry, 

MARCH 2, 1974 

:,► Agree~· to ask its Program Com­
mittee to ,g1ve special attention to• staff 
enlargement as bud-get aUO"cations· are 
develo,ped, and that when increas,es are 
aske~ to cover staff expansion to, make 
certam that suoh expansion wiH not 
add' _to the staff burdens of state con­
ventions or create more ,pressures on 
the chur,ohes •and that they are not un­
dertaken to make the work of , · an agen~ 
C? -~o_re convenient or to enhance 1't 
V'1Slhihty. ' s 

C i► A~r~ed' to ask the Clhristian -Life 
ommiss,ion and the Ho,me Mission 

B_o·~rd to W<l'rk together to develop defi­
mtdons of "Christian Social Concern" 
and' "Christian Social Mi · ·t • ,, .

1 
., nis iries, so 

peop e wi:H understand and' t 
thes· d f. ·t · , repor e e m'l 10ns1 to the conventi . 
June, 1975. on m 

s:C Passed a recommendation that 
_1 program 'leaders' and other ap ro 

pnate executives reiJ.ated to •oh"~ch p -
g 

. , . , ....,,, pro-
ra:m org,an11,~at10ns review their. "task 

assignm~nts, fully discuss them with 
appro:pnate Inter-A:gency Council b­
c?m~uttees and joint,ly report ~':ir 
fmdmgs to the convention by J 
19,75, if possible. une, 

:► A:greed· to ask the seminary presi­
d.ents to answE_!'l' a:s fully and' as, com­
~letely as possible the request made in 
:ptember, 1'973, for present and futu:re 

P ans for non-degree students. 
i► A:greed to request the two mission 

~oards, the Brothevhood• Commission 
~n~•ay Schoo_l Board and Woman'~ 

l\'.1is~10nary, l!mo~ to fuHy discuss, mis­
s~ons educat~on m the Southern Bap­
tist C?n".'ent10n and develop a stTategy 
fol missuons· education using ail:l chan­
ne ·s of aH1 the agencies. The strategy 

would be d'is~ussed with the appropri­
ate su?committees of the Inter-Agenc 
Counci~ and jointly reported to th~ 
Execu_tive Committee by Septemb 
l975, 1f possible. er, 

i► ~greed to request the Southern 
Baptist American Ba,ptist s · c , , • . emmary 

ommiss10n to continue to work w:ith 
the board of trustees of the seminar 
for black s,tudents in NashvHle to ~J 
standards and ,goais to be met by 1•977 
'I1hat ,.would be done with the under~ 
standing that t'he matter ,.,,;11 ·b 
vie ed· t h , .... e re-w_ a t at time ·and that Southern 
:~tists wo~ld' consider converting 

eir as•~ets m the seminary to other 
use_s which would accomplish ,the edu­
~a.tion o.f black young peop[e i'n t . 
in

"' f th • . ra,1n-
.,, or e mmistry. 
i► Named a nine-membeir committee 

to develop a comprehensive ·m·s . chali ., S i s1onairy 
d . . enge •.1.or · outhern Baptist support 

· urmg. t!he ·last 2,5 years of this century 
for act10n by the Executive Comm'tt ' 
at Daillas, June 10. i ee 

. i► Withdrew a recommendation call­
mg for ha~ of the financial support of 
t~e Educat10n Commission to be . -
videdo by tlhe Baptist colleges by [g~ , 
a:11d refeITed the matter to the commis~ 
s~on as: an area of concern for its con­
saideration. 

i~ Delayed' until the June 10 meeting 
act10n on . three ,recommendations b 
the Committee of Fifteen, because of ~ 
lack of a quorum: ( 1) to allow the 
Southern. Baptd·~t Foundation freedom 
to advertise their services i'n SBC . d' [ . · 1 per1-
o ica ~• \2) to endorse anothet" major 
organ~zat10nal structure study of SSC 
agencies around 1'980; and' (3) to dis­
charge the Committee of F,ifteen; (BP) 

Record .SBC 
3 Million 

e·udget Approved 
Challenge Fund Added 

The _Southern Baptist Convention's 
Exe~uti"'.e Committee in its openin 
sess10n m N a•shvHle approved g 1 t . . . a pro-
fosa o add $3 milthon dollars in chal-

$
enge ~u~ds to t,he previousiy proposed 
3.7 mill10n 1974-75 SBC Cooperati 

Program budget, ve 

A:ny part of t_h~ $3 million received 
af~er the. $~7 mdhon figure is reached 
w11l b_e divided proportionately to SBC 
agencies for their operating budgets. 
. The regular budget d'ivides $36 mH-

110n 1:l~ong :SBC agencies and sets aside 
~es~illion for capita,1 needs, of the agen-

A breakdown of the 19-74-7·5 SBC Co­
op_e~ative Program budget aHots $18 
m( 1il10n$ to the Foreign Mission Board 

P us 1.5 million from the proposed 
ch.allenge budget). $6 750 000 f th H M. • ' , , or . e 

ome iss10n Board (plus $562 500 
chal~en~e); $7,560,000 for the six SBC 
semmariies (plus $6'30,000 chaUen,ge); 

Also, $200,000 for the SBC Annuity 
Board (plus $16,500 challenge). $95 000 
for the Southern Baptist Fo~ndation 
(plus ,$7,800 ch~·Henge); $100,000 for the 
~en~a~ Baptist '!1heologi:cal Seminary 
$~6~~gsifon (plus $8,400 challenge); 
. ' or t:qe Brotherhood Commis-

s10n (plus $30,000 challenge). $245 000 
for the Christian Li'fe co'm . '. 
( 1 $ 

mission 
Pus 20,400 chaiHenge); 
,.Al~o, $165,000 for the Education Com­

miss10n (plus $13,800 challenge). 
$140,000 for the Historical Commissio~ 
(plus $1~,700 chaUenge); $1,700,000 for 
the Rad10 and Television Comm· . 
( 

-1 $ 1ssion 
Pus 141,600 challenge); 

C Also! ~l 76,000 for the Stewardship 
ommiss1on (plus $14,700 challenge). 

$150,000 for t~e Baptist Joint Commit~ 
tee on Pubhc Affairs (, lus $12 6 
chaHen_ge); and $359,000 io ti1e SB~ 
Operatmg Budget (plus -$30 000 h· 1 
lenge). (BP) , c a -
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Pastor Criticizes 
President's Stance 
On Parochiaid 

Jimmy R. Allen, national pre~ident 
of Americans- United for Separation ~f 
Chur-ch and State, charged: that Presi­
dent Nixon's continuing efforts to fund 
religious schoO'ls with tax mon~y ''.con­
stitutes the most subtle constitutional 
crisis in history." 

"Most Americans, were unaware of 
the President's renewed pledge (in his 
State of the Union message) to breach 
the Constitution," said Al1len, recently 
reelected president of the Wa:ihiJ?-gton, 
D.C. based' church-state orgamzat10n. 

Allen noted that Nixon's remarks 
about support ·of parochi:al schools with 
tax money were not read in the verbal 
presentation of his, speech to Congress 
but appear in the printed text. 

"T,he persistence of the President of 
the United States in wooing the votes 
of parochial school advocates by press­
ing for . tax money for religious sch~ols 
constitutes the· most subtle constitu­
trona•l crisis in history," said Aillen, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, San 
Antonio. 

"It was the ho•pe of miHions of loyal 
.Americans who believe in the First 
Amendment to the Cons-titutiofl and 
want to keep public money in public 
channels that his . previous promise _to 
secure tax money for the parochial 
schools- would ·be 'inoperative' after his 
own appointees participated i~ the Su­
preme Court decision declarmg such 
efforts patently unconstitutional. The 
battle in Congress st~ll remains, 1:>ut 
advocates of freedom from taxation 
for religious· programs are experienc~ng 
a rising tide of support since the sprmg 
Supreme Coul't decision." (BP) 

Positions Open: 
Maintenance/Child Care 

Worker (H;usband') 

Cottage Child Care Worker 
(Wife) 

Excellent sa,lary based on educa­
tron / experience. • Comfortable 
staff quarters in the cottage unit. 
• Comprehensive fringe benefits. 

Interested? Call ot write: 

10 

Bob Elliott, Director 

Spring Meadows Baptist 
Children's Home 
10901 Shelbyville Road 
Middletown, Kentucky 40243 
Phone: (502) 245-41'31 

GROUND BREAKING _ Ground was broken for the ne'll! Marrowbone Ba~tist 
center on Thursday February 21. Participating in the service were, left to r!ght, 
A. M. Taylar, deaco;,, of the Marrowbone Baptist G_hurc!L: . Robert C. J?nes, direc­
tor of the Kentucky Baptist convention's Mountain Mission Program, Mrs. Eula . 
B Connely member of the Marrowbone Baptist Church; James W. Walls, S: ,, 
,,;,issionary 'for Pike Association; and Mrs. Freeda Harris, Marro1!1bon~ Baptist 
center director. Also participating in the ceremony was :4-. ~- Colvin, director of 
the KBC direct missions department . The center's completion is planned by June 1. 

Miss' Luevern Taylor was crowned' Valen­
tine Queen at the 1974 Fes.tiva:l _at Camp­
beillsville Co:l.lege on Thursday mght, Feb­
ruary 14. Miss Taylor was selected on the 
basis of poise, beauty and talent. In \he 
talent presentati_on, sh~ deliver~ ,an orig­
inal poem dealmg w1th _America:> h~~vy 
problems and closing witl:1 a~ 1!1sp:1rmg 
Clhris-tian note. Miss Tuyilor is a JUillO'l', ma­
joring in secretarial science. She is a grad­
uate of CampbellsviHe High School. 

As CampbellsviUe College's r~pres·ent~­
tive, Miss Taylor will comp~te with can~1-
dates from a!ll the colleges m Kentucky m 
the annual Mountain Laurel Contes_t to be 
held at Pine Mountain State Park m May. 

PRESIDENT VISITS_::... Earl Shoemake, left, visits with three Southwestern Se~i­
nary students, Carolyn Singleton and Mr . and Mrs. Fra:1-k Starr, Jr., of Bo711ling 
Green and Glasgow respectively, during a recent meeting of Southwest~rn-s 32 
state alumni presidents. Shoemake -heads the seminary's Kentucky alumni group. 
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BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE -

Boyce School Voted, Midwestern Sem A.d d • I e 
The Southern Baptist Convention's 

Executive Committee approved a pro­
posal by the Southern Bapt1st Theo­
lo•gicail. Seminary board of trustees that 
a Ministry Training Center be estab­
lished at .the seminary. 

other action at the three day meeting 
in Nashviille included approW!l of a 
change in the Sunday School Boa!"d's 
formula for contribution to the con­
vention's operating budget. 

The proposa!l for the Ministry Tl'ain­
ing Center, to be caHed the Boyce Btble 
School, wm be presented by the semi­
nary's trustees to the annuai SBC meet­
ing in Dallas in June. 

The Bible school will be financed 
within_ the seminary's regufar budget, 
accOTd!mg to Albert McClellan, director 
of program planning and associate ex­
ecutive secretary of the Executive 
Committee. 

He s·aid the seminary does not intend 
to charter a separate school but will 
operate the center as part of ,its non­
degree academic progiam already in 
existence. 

McClellan said 53 percent of SBC 
pastors have not attended seminary. 

The 0<ld Sunday School Board for­
~ula, aci'opted originahly in 1959, pro­
v<1ded that the Sunday School Board 
would contribute one doHar to the con­
vention operating 'budget for · every $·3 
to the program of Cooperative Educa­
tion and Promotion Work witlh St•ate 
Convent•ions. The new fo~mula foHows 
the same pattern for the first $1 mil­
lion and 10 percent of all contributions 
over that amount. 

The new formula wi·hl permit the 
Sunday School Board to · increase ,its 
help to Baptist state conventions in 
new SBC aTeas, where Southern Bap­
tist numbers are small and churches 
need strengthening. 

Sid Maddox ponders debate during the 
three day Executive Committee meeting. 
Maddox, pastor of FBC, Hopkinsville 
is serving his first committee term. ' 

SuHivan said it wiH enable the board 
to proV'id'e funds to employ a minimum 
of two persons an eaoh Baptist state 
convention to promote educationa•l min­
istries related to the activities of the 
Sunday School Board. 

The Executive Committee, in other 
developments, prior to devoting its last 
day to a reprnrt by its Committee of 15 
on SBC agencies, also: 

-► Paved the way for the Home Mis­
sion Board to shift work in Panama to 
the Foreign Mission Board by making 
appropriate terminofogy changes in the 
two agencies' program statements. That 
action must gain final approval from 
the SBC in June in Dallas. 
► Gave $34,608, plus any accrued in­

!erest, to_ Midwestem Baptist Theolog­
ica•l Semrnary, Kansas City, from a be­
quest from the esta,te of the 'late 
Charles F. Hopkins. The funds wilil go 
to help ease a financial crisis at the 
semdnary; 

Mission Study Book Banned 
A _mission study book published by the Baptist Spanish Publishing 

House m El Paso, Texas, ~as been banned and denied entry into Spain. · 
. Jose Cardona, executive secretary of the legal ·organization of evangel­
icals, and the pers,on ,.""'.'ho -re~eased ~e inform~ti~m about the censors, plans 
!o ask them ~or additional mformat10n explammg wihy the book was re­
Jected and will request that they reconsider th~ir decision. 

,Mas Alto Qu~ Mo~t~o. (Higher Than Montgo), written for childTen 9 
!o 11_ years o:ld, ~ a fiction based on fact" book about a girl from an 
mrte~1or Spc!-rush village who had a ·.personal encounter with Christ at the 
Dema Baptist Camp. 

rhe story told that the girl's family was originally opposed to her at­
ten~ng the ~amp because th~ were not Baptists. The gil"l went to cam 
hopmg to cfamb the l\'.Iountaii: Montgo at the back of the grounds, an~; 
after . sih1:; had an e:i:t'Per1ence w1th ChriSlt, she left camp thinking Slhe wou!ld 
teH famu•ly and friends that she wenrt higher than the mountain up to 
where God was. (BP) ' 

MARCH 2, 1974 

► Set $715,000 as the total Conven­
tion Operating Budget, which includes 
budget o:fi the SBC Executive Commit­
tee in Nashvihle, expenses for the an­
nual SBC meeting, special committee 
expenses, legal and auditing fees and 
contributions to the Baptist World Al-
1iance and Religion in American Life. 
► Added ·a representative of Wom­

an•~ Missionary Union to the represen­
tation on the convention's Public Af­
fairs Committee. 
► Passed a recommendation that 

board's of all convention agencies "shall 
include both pasto,rs or other full-time 
church or denominational employees 
and those who are not pastors or full­
time church OT denominational em­
ployees. Not more than two-thirds of 
the members of any group shall be 
drawn from either category." 
► Denied a -request from SBC presi­

dent Owen Cooper to "amend the con­
vention's busiiness• · and financial plan 
Section VI, to permit the Home Missio~ 
Board t~ contact churches· (only where 
prospective summer missionaries have 
membershrip), parents and selected in­
dividuals ,to solicit their support. 
► Denied a request from the Radio 

and Television Commission that it be 
permitted to merchandise musie in or­
der to recoup some of the cost <invo•lved 
and asked the Radio and Televisiion 
Commission and the Sunday School 
Boail"d to "explOTe cooperatively the 
outlets .of distribution to achieve a 
greater distribution." 
► Granted the Home Mission Board's 

request to launch a special mail solici­
tation on behalf of its variety format 
evangelistic television series, "Spring 
Street, U.S.A.," to a mailing list of 
individuals who have responded to the 
pTograms. (BP) 

West Virginia Names 
Editor Of State Paper 

Thomas F . Lang, 44, has been named 
editor of the West Virginia Southern 
Baptist, formerly the Southern Baptists 
in West Virginia, news · publication of 
the West Virginia Convention of South­
ern Baptists. 

He will continue duties as· director 
of religious education fOT the •conven­
tion, a post ihe assumed Api-H .1, 1973, 

Lang is the former pastor of FaiT­
lawn Ba~ist Church in Parkersburg, 
and prev<1oustly served First Baptist 
Church, Faiirlea, both in West Virginia 

He was graduated from the Univer­
s·ity of Georgia and' earned the bache­
lor of divinity degree from Southwest­
ern Baptist Theolo-gica:l Seminary lin 
Fort Worth. (BP) 
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(These Lessons for March 10, 1974) 

LIFE AND WORK SERIES 

Lord Of The Church 
Mark 11:7-11 

Among the Orientals it was cus-tom­
ary for a monarch to ride upon an ani­
mal covered with very expensive 
cloths. As Ohri:st Jesus was ,about to 
enter the hoity city as the One Who 
would deliver the people from the 
bondage of sin, His disoiples stripped 
themselves· of their outer garments and 
placed them on . the colt ·or donkey on 
which He was about to make His royal 
entry, inasmuch as they did not have 
the money with which to procure the 
expensive cloths nor the time to pro-
cure them. 

. Not only by their actions but also by 

thoroughly cleansed! the Temple of all 
that unholy traffic. 

By His actions and His words Christ 
condemned the scribes •and chief ,priests 
for tiheir unholy traffic. Instead of turn­
ing from their e\"il ways, they are in­
censed by His' action, and they resolved 
to destroy Him Who had jus-t given 
them an additiorrail. proof that He was 
the Messiah. As has happened on many 
occasions, the rival and antagonistic 
groups plotted and wo-rked together to 
des-troy the influence and to take tlle 
il.ife of the Son of God. 

Mark 11:27-28 
In all probabHity a s-iz,able number of 

those who d,isapproved and resented 
Christ's action in cleansing the Temple 
spent considerable time in scheming 
and planning an open attack ori Him. 
They challenged Him to . state . by what 
authority He was acting in receiving 
honors as the Mess<iah or in driving the 

ity to do these things?" This double 
question dealt both with the nature of 
His authority and, the source from 
which He obtained it. 

These rude and bitter inquisitors 
thought that they had succeeded in en~ 
snaring Christ, regardless of how He 
answered them. If He should say that 
God gave Him the authority, they were 
prepared to charge Him with blas­
phemy. If He should assert that His 
authority was from men, they would 
deny that He had received it from 
them who alone had the cont•rol of 
the · Temple, so they would brand Him 
as a usurper. 

their words the multitudes precediing 
and following Christ acknowledged His 
claims to kingslhip by crying: "Hosan­
na; Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord." Thus they ac­
claimed Christ Jesus• as tihe Messiah. 
Out of that widespread emotional stir 
there came the cry . from many Ups, 
"Who is this?" Many of those who were 
unrestrained in their enthusiasm would 
not have been nearly so enthusiastic 
had they known that the cross was less 
than a week away. They fully expect­
ed Christ to announce His' messiah­
s-hip, to deliver the Jews from their 
Roman oppressurs, and to establi:sih His 
earth<ly kingdom. Christ promptly went 
to the Temple, closely observed ,aH tihat 
was taking place in that 1area, was 
deeply ,grieved by what He saw, and de­
parted for Bethany to spend the night. 

traders from the Temple. They asked: 
"By wihat ,authority doest thou these 
things? and who gave thee the author-

Christ ans•wered their ohallenge by 
asking them a counter question: "By 
what authority d,id John the Baptist 
administer the ordinance o-f baptism?" 
Even though it was extremely embar­
rassing to them, they decided to incur 
the reproach of ignorance by answering 
Him: "We cannot tell." Becaus·e of their 
f,alse reply Ghrist refused to answer 
their questions. • 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES 

When The Spirit Fills A Life 

Mark 11:15-18 
_ On the fo]!lowing day Christ and His 
chsciples returned to Jerusalem. He 
went immed•iately to the Temple, which 
was the center of the religious activi­
ties. The very purpose of the Temple 
had been sacrificed to the greed of 
gain. AH that the Temple stood for was 
destroyed by the noisy traffic and by 
the dlispu_ting of the money-changers. 

When Christ saw this desecration of 
His Father's House, His soul flamed 
with righteous indignation. He de­
termined to stop the practice of carry­
ing on such business as these verses 
descri:be in the Temple for which He 
had g-reat ·reverence. He drove out 
those who were violating the purpose 
of the Temple, and He turned over the 
tables, s·o that the -coins o-f the money­
changers ro•llled in every direction. He 
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Acts 3:1-6 
Perhaps Peter and John had been 

friends from their youth. They were 
partners' in the fishing business. Here 
we find them accompanying each other 
to the place of prayer. They were so 
different that it is interesting to find 
them together. Peter was impuls•ive, 
bold, energetic, and daring. John was 
meditative, timid, loving, and depend­
able. Each had s-omething the other 
lacked, so they were mutually helpful. 
Through cultivating an interest in peo­
ple who are different from us our lives 
may be enriched greaHy. 

As Peter and John were about to en­
ter the expensive gate of such tremen­
dous beauty, they observed a helpless 
cripple being placed· within a few feet 
of -the entrance to the temple. The con-

dition of this man was not due to an 
accident or to any sin in his life." He 
had been helpless from his birth, per­
haps due to a malformation or a weak­
ness in his ankle bones. Eve:ry day dear 
relatives or kind friends carried him 
to this place which was so propitious 
for begging, inasmuch as the crowds 
entered this gate to worship at least 
three times daily. 

Understandiing the philosophy of 
benewlence, the cripple knew that the 
most kind, thoughtful, and sympathetic 
people pray and worship reguil.arly in 
the Lord's house. So he knew where to 
go for alms. Never expecting to walk 
a step, and wanting only a litt-le money, 
this helpless cripple d!aily s,at there by 
the gate of the temple and held out 
his· hand, beseeching the more fortu-

W:J!:STERN RECORDER 

nate pas'Sershy -to contrib t ~ ·hi port. u e ·•O • -s sup. 

When this man thru . to Peter · d J st forth h~s ihandl 
of a rof an_ ohn, and with the wail 
of t1fem es_:~on:al mendicant asked: aims 
turned ~ . ey. stopped suddenJly and 
the f' piercing gaze upon him. As 
thro lf.e of_ Ghri:s,tian love iflasihed 

ugu their eyes- ihi . ~ t 
awakened and·hi , SJ Ul!•eres was 
Speaking f bo ·s hopes wer7 aroused. 
mandin o1; th of them, m a com~ 

,, g vo~ce Peter said: "Look on 
us. Expect-mg t . . wort-hwh':l th O • rece1ve somethmg 
once to tJi e, e cnpple responded at 
revealed he. c~~mand, •and ihis very look 

lSI ·w,oughts. . 
f ~en the afflicted man, turned his 
e!~e m the _direction commanded, eag. 
,1.. Y expecting to receive a gift ' ms 
ueart must have sunk 'thi h"' the di · Wl . ' n !ID tat 
g

old •hsappomting words,: "SHver and 
· · ave I none " H Peter cont· ·. owever, when 

"But . ,cih mued with the statement,: 
hopes s~ . :as I h'.3-ve giv-e I thee,'-' !his 
what p etgan to ns_e agam. Wondering 

e er was gom,g t · 1..., man list ed . . o give uum, the 
, . th en with quickened interest 
-as . e A:posHe added·· "I th Jes of · n · e name of 
St us. Nazareth rise up and wail.k " 
stro~~~~ ~~ Pfeter grasped tihe out­
him t . an o the man and l!ifted 
thriH o lis feet, _whereupon ihe felt the 

0 po-wer m his feet and ankles. 
Acts 4:31-37 

The members'hi-p of the church in 
J erusall.e~ :vas, characterized! b ' . 
velous sp1r1~ual unity. In it t?e:e ~; 
a ~:at v·ariety of temperaments dlis­
pos1.tibons, •and ·capabilities but the 
mem ers were of "one h ' t 
one soul " Th . eai: and of lf : ey were v1ctonous over 
s-e -see~mg, jealousy, distrust, ill.-wti!H 
fnd st[1fe. Their sharing was complete~ 
Y vo untary, except as· they rwere 

prompted by the Holy Spirit. 
thAnother noteworthy characteristic of 
' e members of tihat h ch , :Ila-ct tht · t · · cur - was the 

,a a every opportunity th 
e-ive personal tesrt-imony of what :t 

rd . had done for them. Fil:led ~ 
~~

1
fJ~ze!i~by fa~~~ !Joly ~irit, they 

Christ Th . t' ,1 . U.l'J.Y witnessed for 
. . eir estimony was mad f 

fechve by the Hoily Spir-it . e e -
b One of th~ noble and l~va:ble mem­

ers· who d1splay-ed remarkable 1 . 
and demonstrated ·great· gen-eros·t ove 
Barn b H il Y was· 

·a _as. e was a Jew of the trib 
of Lev.i and! a native of C _e dently h yprus. Evi­
means ~ w~s a man of considerable 

. e '<> not know how m cll 
property he owned, but it h d u 
value and 1h d"d a a sale 1t . . e _1 · not have any dif:fii-
cll: . Y m d1sposmg of it. In harm . 
with the decision of the church t , iny 
aH poss·essions at the o p ace tl command of the 
~pos , es, Barnabas sold his land and 
t:ught ailll. of the proceeds and 1'aid 

_-em at the feet of the apostl ·' Th 
hm li:berality w ~s. us· 

d 
as expressed m deed 

an . not in pious words or pro . 
only. • mises 

■ 
"Based on copyright d Ou 

by the Committee on t:e Unl::::t s!:1:~uce: 
used by permission." an 
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HERBERT C. CRALLE 
FUNERAL' HOME l 

Edwin R. Hillock, Pr!!sident 

Wallace C. Hatler 
BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES, INC. 

Phone 896-8821 

Frankfort and Peterson Avenue 

Louisville, Kentucky 

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS 
Prices to satisfy eveey preference and need 

AIR 
CONDfflONED 

PARKlNCJ 
AIW 

Schoppenhorst Bros. 
Funeral Home 

. 183Z w. Market, Louisville 
Phone 585-4394 

A. R. McFARLAND ____ __p • 
MARTIN JACKS • res!dent 
MAY ~N ···-··-··"··-·V1ce•Pres1dent 

B. SCH0PPENH0RST _...Secretary 

Member of · 
Highlands Funeral Home 

3331 Taylorsville Rel. • 451-44Z0 

1310 s. 
THIRD 
Phone 634-3621 

u, 
BRECKINRIDGE 

LANE 
Phone 896,0f,19 WOLFE BROS. & CO. 

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE 
1.oallvtlle. KtmtueQ 

PINEY FLA TS, TENN. 
~ Kea&ukF l'lmtnl Dlrffton Barlal Aaoc1aUa 
llemben: Na&klml Beledci llonlclau b7 111.fl&atl• Manufacturen of DlfflNCTIVE 

atl■•ta. 

LITTLE GIANT 
The name to ro,member tor ' 

Dewitt F. Godby 
2433 Duncan St 
Loul■vllle, Ky. 40212 

PH '176-4944 
778-4091 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES n.' 
WATER HEATERS l I 

SPIRE~~~sKs:.!K~!~~~s ¼:llll 
~\\ \\\ :!~' WINDOWS \ i:., ChurC,, credit pfans available 

Free colore~ brochure · 

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO. 

BAPTIST 
BOOK 

NGROWTHSTORE 
Box 518 / Orange, Teus 77630 

Phone: 713-883-4246 ~~~ ~u~~~edS~ • Lou isvi lle, KY 40202 • (502) 587•7453 
. ir I. • Owensboro, KY 42301 • (502) 683-8358 

SIDING AND TRIM 
► Kaiser-Alcoa-Rey ld no s, guaranteed Aluminum S. cl. 

► Cover_-an trim with Aluminum Custom Fascia i mg 

► Exterior Vinyl Siding. Guttering and Spouts 

Serving Kentucky and Southern Indiana Home O . 

J, W. Colville 

wners and Churches 

"Satisfaction is our goal" 
SINCE '63 

CALL NOW FOR SPRING 
SPECIALS. FREE ESTIMATE. 

coLVIL-lE Co 
4320 Crittenden Drive 40209 • 

368-1388 

Call collect Louisville 502-368-1100 
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Annuity Board Sets Record Bene/its 
lion •in 1972, the previous high, board 
president Daro•ld H. Morgan reported. Trustees of the Southern Baptist 

Convention's Annuity iBoar~ learned at 
their annual meeting in Dahlas that the 
agency set ;two recoTds m.~1973 for re­
tirement and ,protection benefits paid 

The board also passed the $100 mil­
lion mark in total retirement and pro­
tection benefits paiid out in the agency's 
56 year history. The ,all-time total 
stands at $109,991,426. out. 

The one-yiear disbursement of $1'5,- Benefits were disbursed to over 7,000 
8371,988 wias the bi,ghest of ·any 12-
month .period. It topped the $11.2 mil-

annuitants. 
The largest number of new annui-

Library Workshops 
Slated For April 

tants ever entered on the roll tin one 
year were added' in 1973. Plan A, the 
basic church plan for miniisters, saw an 
i:ncrease of 767, Morgan said. Plan B, 
a 1ba:sic plan for agencies and institu­
tions andl supplemental plan for those 
eligi'ble for plan A, gained 531 new 
annwtants. :Plan C, variable pl:an, sup­
plemental to the others, reported a galin 

Churches proVJiding library services 
or that plan to begin such a serVJice 
are invited to attend two state library 

workshops to •be 
held in ApriL 

Caril.ton Oarter, 
,con'S'llltant in the 
church :Ubrary de­
partment· of t'he 
Sunday School 
Board Nashvill.le 
Wlill ,b~ '1ead!ing th~ 
workshops. 

The first wili 1be 
condlucted in Bowl­
ing Green at first 

Carter Baptist Church on 
Alpr.i.'l H. The two hour session wili be­
gin at 7 :00 p.m. 

The second workshop wHl ;be held at 
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly, April 12-
13. The meeting wihl begin at 7:00 p.m. 
and conclud'e the folilowin,g day at 
noon. 

Reservations for the Cedarmore 
workshop should be made by contact­
•ing Arl!is Hinson, Cedarmore Assembly, 
Route 1, Bagdad 40003. A reservation 
fee of $3.00 should be included. 

8% to 

of 74. · 
Some overlap in numbers exist since 

many annuitants participate . in more 
than one plan, Morgan said. 

-Insurance :benefits paid out for 
health, life and disability covering dur­
ing 1'97'3 appro:icimated $10 mil'lion, the 
boa:rdl president said:. . 

The Annuity Board handles retire-
ment and insurance plans for churches 
and! agencies . in the Suuthem Baptist 
Convention. About 38,000 pasitors, other 
churoh staff personnel and denomina­
tional agency employees participate :in 

the plan. 
Funds held in trust for these par-

ticipanis reach-ed a record $350,262,1"86, 
according to Mor,gan. This compares 
with the 1'972 figure, then a recoTd of 
nearly. ·$336 and a half niilliion. 

The Annuity, Board invests these 
funds in stocks, bonds and real estate 
to increase retirement benefits. 

Investment income for mn amount­
ed to $10,001/735, d'own from the rec­
ord $22,295,543 reported in 1972. (BP) 

9% first mortgage 
church bonds 

interest per·- annum 
.•. wittl maturity dates ranging from 1 to 1()½ years and 

interest payable semiannually. 
This announcement Is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation 

1 ·~~.:;:2:::d;•:~:::-•~--,-
1 

1408 Continental Life Building 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 Call 1-800/433•2423 (toll freel I 

I =:-·------· .... _............ ·I I Address, _____ ..,_ _ __;. _____________ _ 

,..;;~te.;; ________ .! 
I 
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Offered by prospectus only 

FIRST 
MORTGAGE 

BONDS 
Available in Amounts as low as $1,000 

WRITE or CALL 

CHURCH 
ECURITIES, · 

NC. 
Registered Broker/ 
Dealer 
4095 Clairmont Road 

._ ______ Atlanta, Georgia 30341 
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Tl)is advertisement is neither an offer to buy 
or sell any security. In states where tbis 
dealer is not qualified to act as a dealer, 
sales literature will be deleted from de-
scriptive brochures. 
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"The Credibility Chasm" 
( Continued fro 3 

to a revival of the fr t· m page ) b d on ier ethic "a ' on :;'. and .J.iving up to the c , man,s· word is his 
say, teU it Hke it is'" It . /kY of to_days youth who 

P
o1·t· · · · is u ely to prod ' i i_cian, hueing to the line b uce a better 

?n him. It ought to remind ~ct~se the public eye is 
is the god uf this· wodd s s us at th~ !ather of lies 
the children of d'isobed· Y tern, the spmt at work in 
able · ience with all mann f nes-s· •m unrighteousness· b er 

O 
deceiv-

to th~ truth that they mig•ht be;a~se they will not come 
With our God of truth sa:ved. 

As His people we ought t t~ere ,is no credibility gap 
the one that e~ists with . th~ f o :fhat we can to .J.ess~~ 

--". ami Y of men. ■ 

· A blueprint for . 
faith that works! 

.·- ~-~1g,,1.i!111'"-:'';~ 
HOWTO 

SOLVE CONFLICTS 
By George Sweeting 

If you don't 
tell her, · 
so~ebody 
else will. 

Read .. , 

$6.95 

No Graveside Service 
. (Continued from page 3) . 

climax? o · · 
f 

• ne service would rarg 1 1i . 
0 

the service expens ~ Y e · mmate the length 
add t ' e, ·confus1on · -o quietness and • mconvernence and 
an hour of sorrow. . reverence so greaHy desired in 

Would it be practical to h ducted in the evenings wh ave funeral s•ervices con-
present and the next da hen more people could be 
vey the body to the cem!te/ve the f11:neral home con-

These words have been Y _as ment10ned above? 
?f a pastor who for more t~ntt~n from the standpoint 
m_ our cities. It is recognizeda~h ~rt~/ear_s has served 
said will not necessar:ily be '.3- a ' which has been 
ducted in rural areas. apphcable to funerals con-

After ,all it is the famil 
publ~c. Let us endeavor t/ :~ be consi~ered, not the 
not impose upon them . ~ P those m sorrow and 
often ad~s to their teart continued trad'ition which so 

ESCORTED·---
trom LOUISVILLE 

* HOL y LAND (all Israel) 
Mar. 18 - $899.00 - 10 D 

DELUXE ays - tii:ompiete package includes 
ps and taxes . 

* EUROPE 
June 29 - $899.00 - 16 Days 

from New York 

*ORIENT 
adayH ·· 
J 

awauan extension (optional) 
une 29 - $1,598.00 - 15 Days 

From West Coast 

* ALASKA 
Includes ~eattle, Victoria, Vancouver 

ome and Kotzebue ' 
July 27 - $1,292.00 - 15 Days 

From West Coast 

WORLD WIDE 
~HRISTIAN TOURS 

Div. of E'-Town Travel Agency 
ELIZABETHTOWN, KY. 

~:e;sonville, Ind. (toll free) 282-8767 
a ethtown, Ky. 769-2539 

A hard-hitting and practical look 
at the many f~ces of conflict en­
countered within and 
_Ch_ristians everyday. Based aor:1iot~g 
eprstle of James, HOW TO SOLV~ 
CONFLICTS takes the Ch . t' 
beyond the sta e f " rrs ,an 
lievism" a d - 9 ° easy-be-. n introduces him t 
vrt_al faith that works in th _ott a 
grrttys of life. e "' Y-

Published by Thomas Nelson 4 . Travel Is_ our business & not a side line 

Cloth, $3.95 

Available from your 

4ets0~ Baptist Book Store 

· l'rl' i~"o6;tp;~;s II.I II TME NAME vou CAN TRUST 
Speak up in Baptist Forum 

MARICH 2, 1'97 4 

Church Design R d r Let us help 'L temo e mg or Redecorating. 
· a est samples · . 

?rapebries, baptisteries lighting inandcafrpet~nhg, 
mgs rought t ' urn1s -

• 0 your church Call J E D 
signs, 3529 Dixie Highway · E I · · e­
tucky. Ask for Russ. 606-342-S~O~~ger, Ken-

Lee E. Cralle Co. 
Funeral Home 

LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President 

PHONE 
634-3646 e 634-364'7 

l 330 South Third Street 

Louisville, Ky. 
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Kentuckians A.ppointed Missionaries 
Kentucky was weH represented in 

the ,announcement of career mis1sion­
aries and missionary associate appoint­
ments made by the Southern Baptis,t 
Home Mission Board's• trustees after 
their February meeting ,in AHanta. 

Jim -and Connie Markham were a­
mong 10 Christian socia·l ministries· ap­
pointees. A native of Kentucky, he 

Mrs. Parker Assumes 
Florida Presidency 

Mrs. Henry AHen (Virginia) Parker, 
wife of the pastor of Fiirst Baptist 
Church in Orlando, Florida, wilil be­
come the first woman president of the 
Florida Baptist Convention. 

Mrs. Parker, whose hus,band served 
as the Flor-id'a convention's· president 
in 1963, wiH succeed to the office from 
the second v:i:ce prestidency following 
the resignation of the president and the 
first vice president. 

Mrs. Letha Cassazza, a past president 
of the District of Columbia Baptist 
Convention, duaHy aligned with South­
ern and American Baptists, is believed 
to be the first woman to ever serve a 
Southern Baptist affiliated convention 
as president. Mrs. Parker would be the 
s·econd'. 

A Rudolph Fagan, a pastor from 
Bradenton, Florida, was elected presi­
dent of the Florida convention last No­
vember, but announced his resignation 
after his election as executive director­
treasurer of the Southern Baptist Stew­
ardship Commission, Nashville. 

The first vice president, Fred Coo­
per, director of information services at 
Stetson University, Deland, Florida, re­
signed after learning of Fagan's pro- · 
posed' move, because, he s·aid, "it would 
be impossible to give the time and 
leadership" the presidency of· the Flor­
ida convention would require. (BP) 

HiB 456 has -been reported• fa­
vora'bly from committee. Its pas­
sage wotrldl take away the citi­
zen's riglht to decide for or 
against :liquor by the drink sales 
on Sunday in Louisville and 
would allow fiscail court members· 
to decide the issue. Thus not only 
would more liquor be consumed 
but .the right of citizens to decide 
for themselves would be taken 
away. It is: urgent that citizens, 
especiaUy in Louisville and Jef­
ferson County, express• t ih e i r 
views to their legis'lators imme­
d'iately. 
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works in weekday minis,tries1 ,in J eHko, 
Tennessee. 

Wil1iam and Judy Smith were pro­
moted· to- missionary s-tatus. A native 
of Henderson, Smith was a missionary 
associ:ate in San Francisco. He was ap­
pointed as .area directo·r of Ohristtian 
social ministries· in Washington, D.C. 

Lee and Nancy Biles were appo•inted 
to serve in the Southern New England 
Association in Connecticut. Biles, will 
be superintendent of missions of the 
association . . He is a native of LouisV'i!lle 
and a graduate of Southwestern Semi­
nary in Fort Worth, Texas. 

A native of Floydada, Texas, and 
former US-2er, Don Johnston was, ap­
pointed as, a student intern at Southern 
Semina,ry in Louisville. 

The trustees also named Forrest H . 
Watkins director of associational and 
metropolitan evangelism ministries. His 
responsibHities wilil include channeling 
all the programs and materials of the 
board's divis-ion of evangelism to ' the 
churches and' producing strategies and 
materials for e\llangelism_ in metropoili­
tan areas. 

The 51 year o'ld Albany, Georgia, na­
tive has served at the Baptist Sunday 
Schoo·l Board, Nash'Vlille, since 1967, as 
consultant for new churdh member ori­
entation ,in the church training depart­
ment. He has been pastor of churehes 
in Florida and is a graduate of Missis­
sippi College, Olinton, and Southern 
Seminary in Louisvrne. 

Pastors' Institute Set 
The fifth ·annua•l Georgetown Pastors' 

Institute will be held on the George­
town CoH.ege campus, July 2·9 - August 
·2. Joe 0. Lewis, acting chairman . of 
. the college reliig-ion department, is di­
rector of the institute. 

Six outstanding lecturers, wiH par­
tici:pate in the program. They are I:lans 
Walter Wolff, professor of Old Testa­
ment, Heidleber,g University, who will 
lecture on "The Old Testament and 
Modern Man;" John C. Bennett, visri.t­
ing professor, Pacifilc School of Reli­
gion, Berkeley, Cailifornia, "From The­
ology to SociaJ. Ethics;" James E. Dit­
tes, professor of psychology of religion, 
Yale, "Our Givens and• Mis•givings;" 
Ro·bert G. Bratcher, research consult­
ant, translations department, American 
Bible Society, New York, "Understand­
ing the New Testament Today;" Car­
lytle Marney, director, Interpreter's 
Hous•e, Lake Junaluska, No,rth Cairo­
lina; and W. Frank Harrington, senior 
m i n i s t e r, Peachtree Presbyterian 
Ohurch, Atlanta, Geoirgia, who wiH 

· conduct the morning worship s·ervices. 
Cost of the institute is: $75 per per­

son, $115 for man and wife; $36 for 
children over 12 and $22 for children 
under 12. Nursery facilities. can be 
arr,anged privately. Parents are re­
quested not to bring young chHdren 
to· the lectures. 

TOURING HOLY LAND - Forty-four seniors from Clear Creek Baptist School in 
Pineville recently participated in the first annual study tour of the Holy Land. 
Designed to make the graduating seniors aware of the land they have studied about 
for three years, the tour was subsidized by friends of the school. Pictured above 
are Clear Creek students and their wives boarding a chartered bus for New York . 
From left, they are Professor. Lewis H. Lynch, class sponsor, Wayne Henderson, 
Mrs . Lynch, Mrs. Nevil Smith, Mrs. Roy Parker, Nevil Smith, Mrs. Henderson and 
Roy Parker. 
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