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Love Or Desecration?




Miss Betty Boyd Miller

Students Lead Revival
At C'ville College

Sparked initially by the increased
n'umbers in attendance at dorm devo-
tions, a student-led revival was held
at the Alumni Chapel at Campbellsville
Col-lege_Februa-ry 18-23. All aspects of
the revival were planned and led by
:;tludglxts'or frercenvt graduates, who, chose
he theme for th 4 bel
bl e week, “God can do

Enthusiasm was strong and the chap-
el was crowded each night, according
to reports from the college, No num-
bers were kept of the public and pri-
vate decisions made during the revival
but many services closed with kneeling
students surrounding the chapel stage.

Frqm the first night to the closing
midnight ‘“sharing experience,” stu-
dents, faculty and friends found new
cpmmltment's' to the Lord as they par-
ticipated in the week of renewal.

Baptist Girl Wins

Junior Miss Title

Kentucky's Junior Miss for 1974 i
] 4
Miss Betty Boyd Miller of Branderls
burg. She will soon be competing in
‘d_l-e nwatlon*a} finals which will be car-
ried on national network television.

Btilly D. Marcum, the pas

Phillips Memorial B'aprt,-is/ctOrchfur'bcl'llle
Bl:anden'burg, says Miss Miller is é
faithful and dedicated member of the
qhurch; She is a member of a fine Bap-
tist family and often as many as four
ﬁ)le':ﬂberﬁ. of the ixpmedli'ate family sang
Marc?x r?x .urch choir, according to pastor

Miss Miller is an honor student
11\)/Ieade Qounfcy high school and haa;

een active in GA’s, ‘Sunday School
Vaga!:lpn Bible School, choirs, yout}i
activities and is an instrumen'téldst for
several o.ther groups. Pastor Marcum
chazja'c.tenzes' her as one with a sweet
Christian spirit which is always dem-
on-stratgd‘ and' she often sings solos for
the Phillips Memorial services.

Recently she was
presented befo:
the Kentucky General Assembly. i
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Does Church Send You?
John 20:21

I have two teenage sons wh
music and both have had t'heig (1)3)\‘/,1?
tape recorders for some time. Also
through my sons I have met a good
numbe;' of teenagers and have listened
to their cool music. Often I used to
hear them say, “man that is cool, it
sends me.” I thought that God has ’be-
come weary with us because the good
news He has entrusted to us fails to
selr’Fli'1 us on Christ’s mission.

e mission of the church is t

the good news to the lost and infn;sﬁ
people of the world. Some has said that
the church is God’s mission in this
world. If you and I will not be sent
then all those lost and unmoved people
may never hear the gospel of Jesus
C-hmsft..Man-y may never have the op-
portunity to receive the precious gift
of e!:-er.n‘al life. Each Christian is to be
a missionary. We are to be sent by the
Church. The church is to send us out
to' p'.erform the God given task of a
missionary. We need to get on with our
mission. We need to be sent out by the
church, or as the teenagers used to
sa%,h“Th;sl church sends me.”

The cl urch sends us out in ]
qex-ghborhood to witness, to be t: I!cl)]‘:;l-‘
s»1o’Ir‘1§ry to our neighbors.

‘he church sends us out to our
homes. We are to be missionaries in
our own home. Not to just our children
apd mates, but to our brothers, our
sisters, yes even to unwon pxarenﬂ;; We
are to be missionaries to our in-lav'Vs.

The church sends us to our daily
w'orlg. Wherever we work we are to be
missionaries sent out by our church.
A_s our church sends us out to the
various places in our day to day life,
we are to invite these people we en-’
_counter to accompany us to church. We
just need to tell them the difference
Stl;xg‘ﬁttlﬁ:sfnlllade }iln our life. Tell them
1 ellowship a ‘ i
true and living Gog. s
If the church is to survive we must
be about our missionary task. Being
sent b.y our church and our Christ. Je-
sus said: “As the Father has sent me so
I send you.” Christ sends me, my
church sends me. What about you‘?’
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The greatest need at this time for
Christian development is the Baptist
Bible College. Priorities are sometimes
difficult to see unless they are given
considerable publicity.

One might wonder what importance
could possibly be attached to such an
auxiliary institution of Christian educa-
tion when we have seminaries at key
locations. No doubt the dream of most
every potential
preacher is to at-
tend the seminary.
But of some seven
thousand pastors in
this state, half of
them have not had
the opportunity to
attend a Baptist
theological school
of higher learning.
In fact one-third of
them have had only
a high school edu-
cation.

But in the face of this situation these
young men and women are truly con-
secrated to the call they have received
from God to devote their lives in Chris-
tian service. They realize that know-
ing the scriptures better is a guideline
for their activities. They seem to un-
derstand that, while they are young,
they must learn all they can about
God’s Word, for the time will come
when the Lord will keep them so busy
they will have no time for study.

In this sin-sick world, at a time of
moral decay and spiritual apostasy, 15 1S
a matter of back to the Bible or our
nation is doomed. It is as simple as
that. Biblical illiteracy of the average
person (yes, the average church mem-
ber) is astounding. If one wants to
obey the Word of God it is only prac-
tical to realize that one must know
what the Word of God is all about.

Here is where the trained witness
may impart the Word of God and the
teachings of Jesus to others. For re-
member this — ... how shall they hear
without a preacher.” (Romans 10:14).

But the problem is more than just
that. Jesus said to His disciples, “. ..the
harvest is plenteous but the laborers
are few.” (Matthew 9:37). On one hand
there is an ever-increasing number of
lost souls throughout the land who

Carnéy
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. given his time to

By H. Stanton Carney

H. Stanton Carney, until his retire-
ment, was a graduate architect and
engineer. He is also a Bible scholar of
note. His book, From Adam To Me, has
been a good seller for the Eerdman Pub-
lishing Co. Since retirement, Carney has
teaching the Bible
and Bible related COUTSES, and is pres-

" ently teaching part-time for Mid-Conti- -

nent Baptist Bible College. He and his
wife reside in Paducah, Kentucky, and
are members of the First Baptist Church
there.

need to know God’s perfect plan of sal-
vation. On the other hand there are
more and more Christian workers re-
quired in order to supply this need.

There are many young people who
do not have the opportunity of semi-
nary training but feel the need of bet-
ter preparation. This preparation camn
be supplied through Baptist Bible col-
leges, strategically located throughout
the state, where the young pastor or
Christian worker may attend school
without being a far distance from his
home and sustaining activities.

The Mid-Continent Baptist Bible Col-
lege in Mayfield, Kentucky, is an ex-
ample of such an institution of Chris-
tian training. It is «gouthern Baptist”
in the strictest sense of the term. It is
dedicated in witness to testimony of
the glory of our Saviour and to the in-
fallibility of God’s Word as divinely
inspired in the Holy Bible.

Mid-Continent meets the standards
of the American Association of Bible
Colleges (AABC). The courses include
those required in training the student
in Christian ministry or in preparation
for Christian service. Languages taught
are Greek and Hebrew as well as Eng-
lish. Classes in homiletics are in prepa-
ration for a preaching or evangelistic
career. Instruction is provided for those
interested in ministry of music or in
hospital chaplaincy. In general, a well-
rounded Christian education is provid-
ed to fill requirements to be a pastor,
a church worker or a lay witness for
Christ. There is one major — the Bible.

The faculty is composed of dedicated
Christian teachers with high achieve-
ment in Christian education . . Christ-
centered teaching is to develop intel-

lectual potential for the study of scrip-
ture and to inspire personal commit-
ment to the Person of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

No attempt is made here in this brief
testimony- to give anything but a gen-
eral impression. It is suggested that the
current catalogue, giving complete de-
tailed information, may be obtained
upon request. But one may ask what
practical results show evidence to war-
rant the existence of this particular
Baptist college. Let just the following
example, one of many, Serve as being
typical of what the school produces.

According to the school policy a stu-
dent team held a week-end revival at
2 small Baptist church located on the
Paducah-Mayfield road. Sunday eve-
ning the services seemed to be spon-
sored by the Holy Spirit working a-
mong the congregation. At the close of
a meaningful sermon, that was surely
from God speaking through the lips of
this young student evangelist, the us-
ual invitation was given. Twelve per-
sons responded, two adults and ten
teenagers, making a public profession
of their faith in Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Saviour. All were candidates
for baptism.

Later this young preacher, still a stu-
dent at the college, accepted the call of
God to become the pastor of a small
Baptist church in southern Illinois. In
the first few months of his ministry in
this country church, with a congrega-
tion of a hundred dedicated Christians,
this young pastor baptized fifteen per-
sons who were converted by their per-
sonal encounter with Jesus Christ.

Think on this. A visit to this small
college, built on faith and sustained
by faith during its twenty-five years
of existence, with its enrollment of ap-
proximately 150 students, will convince
‘one of the great need for such colleges.
Becoming more familiar with the ac-
tivities of this Southern Baptist Bible
college, one may Ssee the fine quality
of what it produces.

1f the thoughts of the students were
audible you would hear them say in
unison, “Here am I, Lord, use me in
any way you will.”

Do the people of God need such in-
stitutions as Baptist Bible colleges?




VATIONS

The 1974 General Assembly One Of Poorest

. Government is ordained of God for an orderly so-
ciety but godliness in government is so rare as to
make us forget God is involved at all. Credibility and
confidence are hard to come by when one views the
national scene today in government, business and
nearly every other facet of American life.

It is no better when we train our sights on Ken-
tucky and especially the current General Assembly
Of all the biennial sessions I can remember this oné
ought to win the booby prize. One doesn’t have to be
an 'expert in politics to see the supremacy of petty
politics and personal interest over the welfare of the
citizens of the Commonwealth.

‘ch is disappointing to realize that during the ad-
ministration of a governor who is a Baptist and a 1t
governor who is a Presbyterian layman who ofter;
speaks in Baptist churches there has been a éerious
erosion in legislation dealing with moral issues and
especially in relation to Sunday sales and control of
alcoholic beverages. Granted this is all a part of the
permissive spirit of today, it’s all the more important
that principled officials buck the tide.

' To plead inability to stem the tide is not convinc-
ing. The governor got his budget through without aﬁ
amendment and the 1t. governor presides over the
senate and wields a heavy hand especially in the final
days of the session. He generally is able to get out of
committee for consideration what he wants and let
what he doesn’t want die in committee.

One of the best sounding but most deceptive ideas
championed especially by Lt. Governor Carroll is
called “home rule.” It means permitting local com-
@unities to determine their policies rather than hav-
ing to buckle under laws passed by legislators from
?111 over the state. The “home rule” law was passed
in 1972 and paved the way for legalizing Sunday sales.

; The catch is that the way it works’is not to give
citizens home rule but actually to disenfranchise them
Py allowing the local governing body to decide the
issue rather than by popular referendum which gives

4

every citizen a vote. In the case of Louisvi

: ville th
?].dermen g)vould decide and in Jefferson County thz
our member fiscal court would i
A (0 decide for the whole

This is exactly the proposal in HB 456 pertaini
to liquor sale by the drink on Sunday inpfirrtsatm;r?g
second class cities. This bill was passed in the house
but defeated in the senate on March 12 by a 13-15
vote before some senators changed their vote to be
on the winning side.

One of those changing his vote wa

 of : s Senator Yocum
of Louisville. He did this deliberately in order to be
a}.ale to move for reconsideration of HB 456. This he
d%d on March 13 and the second attempt to pass the
bill succeeded on March 15. :

The senator according to press reports most to be
c'ommended for the effort to defeat Sunday sales of
!1quor.b‘y the drink is Gene Huff from London who
is a minister. Temperance League Executive Director
]?e}bert Butts has also worked around the clock in
lining up opposition to liquor legislation.

House Bill 537 which was re
. garded by Butts as th
most dangerous bill in the 1974 General Assembl;
:ﬁem§ to have been put to rest. On March 13 when
e bill came up for vote Representative Bill Vincent

L -t . . . .
toe; é:'hfleld, moved to table it. His motion carried 58

Governor Wendell Ford and Lt. Governor Carroll
need to know the eyes of moral minded Kentuckians
are upon them in these final days of the 1974 General
Assembly. Two years ago the governor acted com-
mendab'ly in vetoing two bills. One called for an emer-
gency kind of driver’s license for drunken drivers and
th(:': other would have given parents who sent their
children to parochial schools a $10 tax credit.

It’s no secret that Lt. Governor Carroll is a top
cpntender for the governor’s race next year. If he con-
t1nue§ tc_> champion “home rule” he had better explain
Why 1_t is not used to permit all voters to decide an
issue instead of allowing four men to decide for thou-
sands of citizens.

WESTERN RECORDER

Now It’s Up To The Governor

Governor Wendell Ford is the last hope to con-
tinue the prohibition of Sunday sales of liquor by
the drink in first and second class cities in wet coun-
ties. The tactics used in the state senate to pass H.B.
456 making provision for such sales after the bill had
been defeated two days earlier must be some of the
most shameful in Kentucky legislative history. More
will be said about these tactics in a later editorial
along with the voting records of the senators.

Now back to Governor Ford. Politically he is on
the spot. If he allows H.B. 456 to become law, he will
please the Louisville wet General Assembly mem-
bers whose support he needs if he runs for United
States senator against incumbent Marlow Cook. If
he vetoes the bill he will live up to his responsibility
as a Baptist and have the support of anti-liquor forces
all over the state.

Morally the governor is also on the spot. If he al-
lows H.B. 456 to become law he will be supporting
not only the liquor interests but also denying the citi-
zens in these communities the right to vote on the
issue. The bill does not provide for a referendum but
puts the decision in the hands of the local governing
units such as the Louisville aldermen and the four
member Jefferson County fiscal court. ;

In a letter written bthord in 1972 in reference to
Sunday sales, he said, “I permitted no such legislation
to become law which does not give adult Kentuckians
_..the right to make their own decision at the local
level.” The question now is whether he feels the same

way in 1974 as he did in 1972.

BAPTIST F

PITFALLS OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Dear Editor:

I think that you are to be commend-
ed for your perceptive editorial in
falls inherent in Baptists starting pri-
vate elementary and secondary schools.

For almost twenty years I have been ened.

If our denomination chooses to scrap
the hundreds of years of cumulative
knowledge and experience of effective
pedagogy hammered out painfully, in
an effort to reinvent
; ) b : wheel of education, our children and
which you identified some of the pit- youth will suffer perhaps irrevocable
set-backs educationally and one bastion
of American democracy will be weak-

If he vetoes H.B. 456 he will have the admiration
and support of his fellow Baptists and thousands of
others in Kentucky opposed to relaxing the few laws
we still have to control alcoholic beverages. He will
also live up to the recommendation of his Baptist pas-
tor and to the express statements against alcoholic
beverages'in the church covenant used by most Bap-
tist churches.

When Mr. Ford was only aspiring to high political
position in Kentucky a few years ago, his pastor, Dr.
David Nelson of the Owensboro First Baptist Church,
wrote a letter to his fellow pastors in Kentucky com-
mending Mr. Ford. Considering the influence of 105
Nelson, a former president of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, his letter led many to support Mr. Ford
and to expect support from him on moral issues if he
succeeded in occupying high political offices.

It will be interesting now to see if Governor Ford
lives up to his pastor’s commendation and to the con-

viction he should possess as a Baptist.

There is something more for every reader of these

words to do than merely stand by and watch what

the governor will do. He should be flooded with tele-

phone calls, special d_élivery letters and telegrams.

This editorial will be sent to him. He probably will
not see it as some staff member will intercept it. How-
ever, if enough communications are sent he will take
note because potential votes is a language office hold-

ers hear.

OPPOSES “STREAKING”

Dear Editor: ;

I want to express my disgust for this
idiotic, utterly absurd conduct on our
university campuses called “streaking.”
Of all the absurd and ridiculous fads
I have ever heard of, this one is the
worse!

I thought people old enough to at- -
tend a college or university were sup-
posed to have enough common sense
to act decently. I think any. man that
is president of a college or university
and lets this indecent behavior pass
without expelling everyone involved

the parochial

closely associated with the public
schools of Louisville and Jefferson
County in several different capacities.
It is my judgment that our school sys-
tems are developing programs that are
meeting unique and individual educa-
tional needs with increasing effective-
ness. The teachers who staff these pro-

grams demonstrate competencies su-

perior to those ever before attained by
educators in our systems.
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It would be most enheartening to see
our denomination make a united com-
mitment to utilize our dedication, our
fervor and our creative power to solv-
ing the educational problems of our
community in a conclusive, inclusive
manmner.

I stand with you. “Let’s not give up
on our public schools yet.”

Louisville Mrs. Robert L. McKnight

in’ it ought to be publicly ‘“horse-
whipped” and forced out of his office.
Another thing I think. If this idiotic
fad ever spreads to our Baptist colleges
and our presidents don’t expel every-
one involved in it, all the support from
our churches ought to be withdrawn
and forgotten about.
Paint Lick, Ky. Tommie Wright

(Continued on page 15)



Woman's Liberation Strikes BWA

The women’s liberation movement
has brought about a change in the
theme for the 13th Baptist World Con-
gress, to be held in Stockholm July
8-13, 1975. ;

In its spring session, the Baptist
World Alliance (BWA) administrative
subcommittee changed the theme from
“New Men for a New World—Through
Christ” to read “New People....”

The change came about after Robert
G. Torbert, ecumenical officer for
American Baptist Churches in the USA,
relayed a concern from the division of
American Baptist Women that the
theme’s wording conflicted with ideals
of the current women’s liberation
movement.

The change is significant chiefly in
the English language, where the word
“men” is interpreted not only as mean-

FATHER LAUNCHES SON — Just as
his father launched him into the gospel
ministry vears ago, Franklin Owen, KBC

executive secretary-treasurer, partici-
pated in the ordination of his son, John,
a student at Southern Baptist Semi-
nary, to the gospel ministry. John has
been called to serve as pastor at Gun
Lick Baptist. Church, Williamstown.
Georgetown Baptist Church, where he
was ¢ member during college, ordained
the mew minister. His father delivered
the ordination sermon. The newly or-
dained minister’s wife, Anne, is shown
in the background observing.

6

ing mankind, as in the theme’s context,
but as particularly noting members of
the male sex, a BWA spokesman said.

Gerhard Claas, general secretary of
the Baptist Union of West Germany
who is chairman of the Congress pro-
gram committee, said that German and
most other European languages would
translate the theme using a word
(menschen) meaning “people” without
sexual connotation.

He said that when the committee se-
lected the theme in July, 1972, English
speaking members had agreed on

"“men” both because it provided a com-

pletely monosyllabic theme and be-
cause the word “man” is generally used
in English translations of the Bible to
denote persons of both sexes.

“The scriptural text for the chosen
theme reads in the King James Ver-
sion: “Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17).
(BP)

Hobbs To Speak

In Louisville

Herschel H. Hobbs, past president of
the Southern Baptist Convention, will
conduct a series of revival services and
Bible study at Beechmont Baptist
Church, 4574 South Third Street, Lou-
isville, on March 24-29.

Services will be held at 10:45 a.m.
on Sunday and at mwseess ;
10:30 a.m. on Mon-
day through Friday.
Revival services
will be conducted
at 7:30 p.m. each
evening.

The morning Bi-
ble conference will
deal with the Holy
Spirit and Neo-Pen-
tecostal matters.

Hobbs is perhaps
best known as the
pastor of the Baptist Hour, a nation-
wide radio program aired over 400 sta-
tions including WINN, 1240, in Louis-
ville at 7:00 a.m. each Sunday.

A graduate of Southern Seminary,
where he earned the PhD degree in
1938, Hobbs has served as president of
the Baptist General Convention of
Oklahoma, president of the Southern
Baptist Pastors’ Conference and vice
president of the Baptist World Alliance
and is now a member of the executive
committee of that organization.

Eugene 1. Enlow is pastor of Beech-
mont Baptist Church.

Hobbs

Treasures

FRANKLIN OWEN

Executive Secretary, Kentucky Baptist Convention

In the Valley of the Kings at Luxor,

in Egypt, which has been called the
“city of the dead,” the elaborate tombs
all tend to follow the same pattern.
The excavated entrances at the base
of the mountain open into long corri-
dors, hewn out of solid rock and lead
downward as one walks toward the
rooms containing the treasures buried
with the dead monarchs.

Nearly all these foyer-like corridors
in the pitch blackness come upon a per-
pendicular pit carved out of the rock
with straight up and down sides and
deep enough to kill him who falls into
it

Thus, the trap was designed to take
the life of any would be grave robber.
The latter was common in the ancient
world because of the custom then to
bury the precious possessions of the
deceased with him, together with use-
ful objects that he loved and even food
in case he needed it to survive to the
next life, and in order that in the next
life he could possess all of his riches
and accumulated valuables.

Only one ancient tomb has ever been
unearthed whose valuables were still
intact. In other words, all of the care
that the ancients went to, to prevent
their graves from being robbed was
for naught. It is believed that the very
people who dug the tombs remembered
well their workmanship and after
enough years went by for attention to
have declined at such sites, these very
people robbed them; or succeeding
monarchs learned the secret and had
the tombs robbed in their behalf, etc.,
ete.

Men have always had trouble trying
to make their treasures secure. What-
ever earthly treasure one accumulates,
it must be observed that perfect se-
curity for it is impossible. Jesus made
this observation when he said, “Lay
not up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust doth cor-
rupt, and where thieves break through
and steal: But lay up' for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through nor steal”
(Matthew 6:19-20). »

/,WD;OM\’

WESTERN RECORDER

“The Baptist Faith and Message
statement was a good statement for
Baptists in 1963, William Hull told a

~ group of about 100 persons attending a

National Bus Clinic at Ninth and O
Baptist Church in Louisville,

“I hope I made some contribution to
its writing and I subscribe to every bit
of it. I would sign it top and bottom
and in both margins,” the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary dean con-
tinued. “But I hope Baptists will some-
day honor that statement by writing a
better, deeper statement.”

Hull’s remarks came near the conclu-
sion of an address entitled the “Unique-
ness of the Bible,” delivered at the
Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship
sponsored National Bus Clinic.

A frequent target of the Fellowship
since he preached a sermon entitled
“Shall we Call the Bible Infallible,”
Hull was invited to present his views
of the Scripture before the first nation-
ally sponsored activity of the group.

Hull told the audience that a lot had
happened since 1963 — Watts, ecology
crisis, Kent State, energy crisis, Viet-
nam. After quoting John 16:12, the the-
ology school dean said, “We are spe-
cifically taught that the Holy Spirit
will lead us to new growth and under-
standing of the Bible, as we are able
to bear it.

Bearing truth

“The problem is not a lack of knowl-
edge,” he asserted. “The problem is a
lack of ability to bear the truth.” Hull
declared that Christians now realize
that there is no way to square slavery
with the Sermon on the Mount, but it
took almost two thousand years and a
cruel Civil War before we were able
to bear the truth that no human being
has a right to own another human be-
ing.

“We are not yet able to bear all of
the teachings of God’s word on pover-
ty, war, deceit, prejudice,” he asserted.

Farlier Hull had recounted the prob-
lems faced by what he called an “aver-
age Baptist going to buy a Bible.”

“What makes up the Bible, its con-
tent, is the first problem our average
Baptist faces,” Hull said. He recounted
how the Roman Catholic church views
the aprocrypha, a group of 12-15 writ-
ings during the 400 years between the
close of the Old Testament and the
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Nature Of Scriptures
Debated

At National Bus Clinics

by Bob Terry
Associate Editor

opening of the New Testament, as au-
thoritative and binding Scripture. The
reform tradition does not use these
writings at all, he said. However, for
two hundred years after the Xing
James version of the Bible was pub-
lished, the apocryphal writings were
included, he pointed out.
Actual writings

The second problem is “what was
actually written.” Hull said that some
versions of the Bible have the story of
the woman caught in the act of adul-

_ tery at the beginning of John 8. “Some

Bibles hdve the story in brackets, some
have it down in a footnote, some in the
back of the book of John. Some do not
have it at all,” he observed.

“And the doxology of the Lord’s
Prayer is in some editions and not in
others.

“And into what English words do we
translate the Bible?” Hull asked. An
amplified Bible like the Living Bible
has 309% more words than the King
James Version, he pointed out.

Hull reminded the listeners of the
fury created by the Revised Standard
Version when “virgin” was translated
“young woman” in Matthew 1.

“One of my favorite preaching
themes 1is reconciliation,” Hull said.
“But when I read one version, the word
reconciliation was not there at all. It
read ‘Christ made us his friends.’

“The final problem faced by an av-
erage Baptist is interpretation,” Hull
said. “An average Baptist will find
many passages dealing with the sab-
bath but he will see most Christians
meeting on Sunday, the first day of
the week. The reader will find some
who believe in the practice of speaking
in tongues and some who do not.

“And what will he do with the very
clear teaching about washing feet. Very
few practice that scriptural teaching
any longer.

“If there is confusions over inter-
preting the plain verses of the Bible,
what can we expect of the difficult
ones?” he asked.

Real problem

Hull then asked his audience if the
problems he mentioned were really
problems. Answering his own ques-
tions, the seminary dean said they were
only by-products of the central claim
of the Bible, that “the Word became

flesh and dwelt among us.”

“God came to man,” Hull said. “He
accommodated Himself to man’s limits.
He did not impose some language on
man. He used man’s Hebrew, his Ara-
maic or his Greek. God gave his fol-
lowers the words and let the words be-
come part of their lives.

“God deposited His treasure in earth-
en vessels that the transcendent truth
might belong to Him,” he declared.

“When an average Baptist catches the

truth, he will pay the price of study

to- understand the best available ver-
sion. He knows he misunderstands even
the daily newspaper. A layman who
hears the word of God in one of your
sermons knows he has encountered
God, even if we preachers make mis-
takes in the sermon.

“The uniqueness is that God put His
transcendent truth in a book written
by humans,” Hull observed.

Questions

At the conclusion of the address, Wil-
liam Powell, editor of The Southern
Baptist Journal, a publication of the
Fellowship, asked Hull to answer a sim-
ple “yes” or “no” to nine questions.
They were:

1. Was Adam the first man?

2. Did God make Eve from the rib
or some other part of Adam’s
body? y

3. Was Eve the first woman to give
birth to another human being?

4, Did some large fish swallow Jo-
nah? s

5. Did Jonah stay in the belly of that
large fish for about three days
and nights?

Is the average Bible infallible?
Are there a discredited number
of scribal or other errors in the
average Bible in the average
home?

8. How can the average Christian
determine what parts of the Bible
are truth and what parts are er-
ror? !

9. Will the average adult who has
not heard about Jesus go to Hell
when he dies? ;

Hull responded by saying that the
questions were in three general cate-
gories: historical nature of the Bible,
dependability of the Bible and judg-
ment,

(Continued on page 10)
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Mother and child cling. Holding on to
one another for life they are the hard-
est hit by the drought-created famine
in the Republic of Niger. Of the scores
dying dqily most are babies, erpectant
or mursing mothers and the elderly.
Families are forced to wander about
nomadically searching for food that
isn’t there. Over 24,000 homeless have
come to the Maradi area in West Africa.

Baptists Respond To Cry For

HE distressing cry for help thun-

ders louder and more desperate as

famine and disease daily claim
scores of lives in the drought-stricken
Republic of Niger in West Africa.

Among those responding to the cry
are Southern Baptists, whose mission-
aries have witnessed first hand the
drought and the resulting needs of the
famine-stricken people.

The drought-created famine began
last year, but the impact of it is worse
now than ever. In the words of Ouma-
rou Youssoufou, Niger Republic offi-
cial who was influential in the open-
ing of Baptist work here, “Last year
we lost half of our cattle. This year
it is the people who are dying.”

Now the number of those starving to
dgath and dying of malnutrition-related
disease is estimated to be about 100
daily, mostly babies, preschool children,
expectant and nursing mothers and the
elderly.

According to 1972 figures, 90 percent
of the Republic of Niger’s four million
people are dependent on agriculture
and livestock for their existence. The
drought means these people must now
turn to nomadic-like wandering in
search of food.

possible task. Waller Moore, mission-
v specialist in public health, and Mrs.
obert D. Williams care for a sick child
one of the hut villages in Maradi.
e number of refugees that have flood-
this area since the famine struck
ake medical attention for everyone an
npossible task. There is no end to the
ymine in Sight.

> By Famine Stricken Africans

is being brought to this area from the
capital city, Niamey, 400 miles to the
west. Youssoufou -was among those
who opened the way for grain to be
shipped in adequate quantities from
Niamey.

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Board in its March meeting ap-
proved the transfer of a missionary
doctor and nurse to meet emergency
medical needs and to assist the two
missionary couples stationed here,

In addition, the board appropriated
$6,900 to purchase needed medical sup-
plies and food for the Niger Republic.
In February, $5,000 had been designat-
ed for relief. H. Cornell Goerner, the
board’s secretary for West Africa, re-
ported the needs of the five West Af-
rican nations hardest hit by the famine
and recommended aid be sent here
since Southern Baptist personnel are
available to help.

The Agricultural Missions Founda-
tion based at Yazoo City, Mississippi,
has contributed $6,000 to be used to
purchase a small pick-up truck for dis-
tribution of food and medicine.

Dr. Walter M. Moore, presently sta-
tioned at the Baptist Medical Center
in Nalerigu, Ghana, will be transferred
to the Niger Republic. Dr. Moore re-
cently toured the area with John E.
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Temporary shelter. A cornstalk hut is
the only shelter for refugee children
in Maradi, Niger. Mrs. H. Jerold Palmer,
Jr., Southern Baptist missionary, com-
forts one of the starving children. Sou-
thern Baptists will soon have the use
of a pick-up truck contributed by the
Agricultural Missions Foundation of Ya-
zoo City, Mississippi, to distribute grain
made available by the government. The
Foreign Mission Board will also send a
physician and an assistant missionary.

Because Maradi is one of the best
watered and best cultivated sections
of the republic it has become one of

the major centers for refugees

forced by the famine to leave

their homes to live in cornstalk

huts. The influx of 24,000 -
~homeless and starving put the
final unbearable strain on the

already hungry people.

“Every time we g0 among
the cornstalk houses, people
come from all areas and ask
us to come to their ‘house’ and
h'elp their children,” said mis-
stonary Mrs. H. Jerold Palmer,
Jr. “Mothers by the score
come with their babies, A large
majority need medical help
now or will need it in a few
days. It is hard to know which
ones can wait until another
day.

.“After so long a time we
simply have to leave and tell
them ‘until tomorrow’,” Mrs.
Palmer reports. “When tomor-
row comes, we wonder which
place we should go — to the
same place we went yesterday,
or to some area where we have

Missionaries aid sick. Mrs. H. Jerold Palmer, Jr.,
and Mrs. Robert D. Williams, Southern Banptist
missionaries to Niger, try to help a sick refugee
child in one of the cornstalk hut villages. Ninety
percent of Niger’s four million people are de-

And endless battle. Children who do not
die of starvation must battle measles,

cholera and malnutrition. Lack of food
has lowered resistance and diseases that
normally do not kill are now fatal.

Hope. One of the thousands of suffer-
ing children is cared for by Dr. Moore,
a specialist in health. This baby is suf-
fering from malnutrition. The FMB has
appropriated $6,900 for medical supplies
and food.

Mills, field representative to West Af-
rica.

Miss Rachel Bandy, Southern
Baptist missionary journeyman
with public health training,
will assist Dr. Moore. She also
is currently stationed in Nal-
erigu.

Goerner, in his report to the
Foreign Mission Board, stated,
“The famine and population
dislocations in West Africa
cannot be  ignored. Every
means must be explored, not
only to meet the immediate
crisis and avert mass starva-
tion, but to take steps toward
changing the total ecological
pattern of Northwest Africa.

“We shall await recommen-
dations of the newly-strength-
ened Niger Republic Mission
concerning any possible expan-
sion of the relief program in
that country,” Goerner con-
tinued, “and shall remain open
to requests for additional
funds or even personnel to
meet future needs in Upper

The search for food. The homeless that have
surrounded Maradi live in temporary huts and
tents. Some, like this Arab, came many miles in
search of food only to find the drought had de-
stroyed the crops here too. Now, like the local
people caught in the famine, he must wait for

pendent on agriculture and livestock for their not been.” e : o } i i i i i
iveli “an: ; n. e R , ’ Volta and Senegal.” starvation, disease or outside assistance, trying
lclgftllléwggéih%ogggttl’)lzgan lalst year, killing the The h ; , Hungry children in the republic. The drouglst to die. Many cling to life by a bare thread. - . to live until harvest in August. Even then, there

, people are dying. Much ¢ harvest, if the rain cregted famine claims an estimated 100 Idlief funds, medical supplies and a missionary For the people of Maradi, il be no crops unless there is rain. Missionaries

are working to distribute grain made available
through the government.

of the missionaries’ time is spent helping the

comes, will not il =
homeless to survive. e e

4 daily through starvation and disease. sician and se have been sent by the FMB.
ust. Grain to feed the refugees . L e O g sty s g

it is simply a matter of sur-
dren, weakened from hunger, are among e task is to save the children. .

vival.
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Religious Leaders To Push For Integrity In Government

Nineteen national religious leaders
of Protestant, Catholic, Jewish and oth-
er groups and denominations an-
nounced in Washington formation of
the Religious Committee for Integrity
in Government, a non-partisan inter-
faith committee of Washington-based
religious staff persons.

Sponsors making the announcement
were James Armstrong, bishop of the
Dakotas Area of the United Methodist
Church; Rabbi Alexander Schindiler,
president. of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations; and William P.
Thompson, stated clerk of the General
Assembly of the United Presbyterian
Church, U.S.A.

Among those listed as members of
the Wasghington committee are James
E. Wood, Jr., executive director of the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af-
fairs, and John W. Baker, associate di-
rector in charge of research services
of the Baptist Joint Committee,

Expressing his personal concern
about the crigis in government, Wood
said, “Surely there never was a time
in which the need was greater...for
giving visible evidence of concern for
integrity in government. The events of
the past year,” he added, “constitute an
unprecedented American tragedy.”

Wood stated that the current govern-
mental crisis marks the “dark ages of
public affairs” and warned that with-,
out integrity in public office, no credi-
bility or confidence on the part of the
public is possible.

Appearing at a news conference, the
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sponsors of the committee said it will
work for five initial objectives:

1. Clarification of critical moral is-
sues in the present crisis. “The current
crisis is clearly a moral as well as a
constitutional one,” they said. “The re-
ligious community has a unique obli-
gation to clarify the critical moral is-
sues involved.”

2. Justice for the President and the
American people, including support of
an orderly and expeditious inquiry by
the House Judiciary Committee as to
whether grounds exist for the impeach-
ment of the President.

_3. Campaign reform, including pub-
lic financing of election campaigns. The
committee voted this week, in its first
official action, to support the campaign
reform bill recently introduced in Con-
gress.

4, Restoration of constitutional
checks and balances in the federal gov-
g»rn'ment, including a challenge to the
1mp0}md-ment of funds and the abuse
and improper assumption of authority
on thg part of some law enforcement
agencies.

5. Clarification of critical moral is-
sues facing citizens in the elections of
1974 and 1976. (BP)

Nall-u I‘e Of Scripfu re (Continued from %age 1)

“When the Bible presents something
as history, I will believe it as history,”
he said. “When the Blible presents
something in symbolic language, I will
accept it as symbolic literature and be-
lieve the truth to which it speaks.”

Hull said he had already talked about
the dependability of the Bible, About
judgment, he recounted the parable of
the last judgments. He reminded Pow-
ell that it was those who were confi-
dent they were the Lord’s faithful who
were cast out into utter darkness. Those
who made no claim they were the
Lord’s faithful were those received by
the Lord.

“I am going to leave a man’s judg-
ment to God,” he said.

Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellvue

Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee,
followed Hull’s address.
; He said he believed the Bible was
infallible because the Bible was the
“word of God.” “That means that God
breathed the words and God does not
have halitoses,” Rogers declared. “His
_brea.th is pure. If you admit there is
just one error in the Bible there is no
stopping place,” he asserted.

“The Bible never claims the writers
of scripture were inspired,” Rogers
said. “The Bible says the scriptures
were inspired.”

The Memphis pastor picked up on
Hull’s point of a “treasure in earthen
vessels.” “Mary held a treasure in
earthen vessel and it was perfect,” he
said. “That treasure was Jesus.”

Rogers also said that because Jesus
is the “word of God” and the Bible is
called the “word of God,” the two are
inseparably linked together. “If one is
wrong then both are wrong,” he de-
clared. “The Living Word gives testi-
mony to the written word and the
written word gives testimony to the
Living Word.”

The Memphis pastor said that the
problem being discussed was not really
about the Bible. “The problem is a
Christology problem,” he said. “If
Christ is to be Lord, he must be Lord
of theology as well.”

“I believe Daniel wrote the book of
Daniel because Jesus believed it,” Rog-
ers said. “I believe Moses wrote the
first five books of the Bible because
Jesus did.

“The Jesus of the Bible believed in
the infallible word of God. If Jesus be-
lieved it, so do I,” he concluded.

Total registration for the four day
clinic reached about 200 persons from
17 states.
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Today

Michael L. Speer is associate executive director and director
of Cooperative Program promotion for the SBC Stewardship
Commission. He was formerly director of stewardship promo-
tion for the Kentucky Baptist Convention and, prior to that
time, associate director of church training in Keng‘.ucky.

“This is a gun. Just keep walking or you're dead.”

You don’t argue with a man who has a gun jammed into
your back. Though frozen with fear, I walked...shaking
with every step.

“Please God, don’t let him kill me,” I prayed.

Quickly and silently we walked into a dark parking lot
between two buildings on the streets of Los Angeles. My
assailant’s partner ran out of the shadows. I made no effort
to protest while they deftly emptied my pockets and took
my wrist watch. Then the partner turned and ramn.

The man with the gun stepped back to run, and I heard
the crack of a pistol shot. My body spun to the right, and
I struggled to keep from falling.

“My God,” I cried, “You shot me.”

Blood gushed from my mouth ‘and nose, and I began
spitting out something which I was sure must be my teeth.
I held my handkerchief to my mouth.

«T must find help before I pass out,” I thought.

There was no pain, but I could tell from the impact that
the bullet had gone into my head directly behind my left
ear. which was ringing violently. I was equally sure that
the bullet had come out my right front cheek, but I was
afraid to feel for fear that part of my face was blown away.

Thoughts raced through my mind as I ran for help. I
thought of my wife Mary and my two girls and of having
to spend a long time in a hospital in Los Angeles, more than
2,000 miles away from home in Nashville, Tennessee. I won-
dered why I had taken a walk before going to bed and who
would lead the stewardship and Cooperative Program pro-
motion meetings the next day...

There was no pain, but I was still bleeding badly. My
teeth were apparently all in place, but there was a hole
in the roof of my mouth.

Even so, I had a strong feeling of assurance that nothing
was wrong. 1 remembered the scripture that had meant so
much to me when I was flying in the Navy, Psalm 139:7-10:
“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee
from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art
there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 15€8¢
take the wings of morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts
of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right
hand shall hold me.” (KJV) |

I knew even then that I was in the right hand of God.

Three men were standing in the middle of the next block.
Crossing the street, I ran up to them. “Can you please help
me?” I begged, “I've been shot.” .

One of the men ran across the street to a bar and asked
the bartender to call the police and an ambulance. They
arrived quickly and rushed me to a hospital.

Hospital personnel stuffed gauze in my mouth to stop
the bleeding and gave me glucose. An attendant looked me
over briefly and sent me for X-rays. No one said how badly
I might be hurt.
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Is The First Day

Of The Rest Of Your Life

By Michael L. Speer

The doctor who was supposed to be on duty could not
be found, and I lay for nearly eight hours in a hall of the
emergency area, waiting. The night seemed an eternity, and
I relived the events of the day.

It was Labor Day, 1971. I had gone to California for a
series of associational stewardship and Cooperative Program
promotion meetings. It had been a long day, and I decided
to take a quick walk before going to bed.

I had walked- about two blocks when I heard footsteps
behind me and those unforgettable words.

The next morning, a doctor told me that the bullet had
entered the left side of my head just behind the ear lobe.
It had grazed my ear canal, missed by jugular vein by a
fraction of an inch, passed over the roots of my teeth, under
my sinus cavities, and ripped through the roof of my mouth.

Apparently the small-caliber bullet had shattered when
it passed through the roof of my mouth, and I had spit most
of it out. One small fragment came out my right cheek,
leaving only a small hole.

The doctors called it a miracle. They only had to give
me an antibiotic to keep down infection. I had no pain, no
stitches, no bandages; and it left no scars.

After the examination I was placed in a ward for obser-
vation with 11 other persons, mostly indigents. No one knew
me — no one seemed to care. I was just another nameless
face.

For the first time in my life I tasted the flavor of lone-
liness. All my life I had been surrounded by people who
loved me, who thought I was of some worth.

Now more than 2,000 miles from home, a man had de-
cided that my life was worthless and had tried to end it.

I lay in the ward the rest of the day waiting until I knew
my wife would be home from work. I had asked that no
one notify her of the accident —1I wanted to do that myself.

How do you tell your wife that you've been shot through
the head but that you are all right? The fact that I was
calling was the only assurance she had that I was being
truthful.

The next morning I checked out of the hospital, took a
hot shower, shaved, packed my bags, and left for the airport
to catch a plane back home. ;

A crowd of friends were waiting at the airport—my
wife, Mary, and two daughters, Melinda and Marie, and my
best friend, Brooks Faulkner. As my feet touched the
ground, arms went around me from every direction; hands
and fingers slipped into mine.

The taste of loneliness dissolved. Once again people knew
‘me and loved me, and for the first time throughout the
ordeal, I cried. :

On the way home I learned that on the morning after
my accident, a local frame shop had called Brooks to tell
him that a poster he was having framed for me was ready.
He picked it up and took it to my office as a surprise, not
knowing what had happened to me the night before.

That poster now occupies a prominent place on my office
wall, but even if it were not there I could never forget the
words. They are etched indelibly on my mind: y

“Today is the first day of the rest of your life.” (BP)
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i t on account of the request that
?eshl-:g made, and the avoidance of tl_1at
was his only concern. The e'x‘ceedmgr
sinfulness of his expressed des;re never
registered with him, but he did go far
enough to ask Peter ‘to pray that he
might escape any pum-suhn}ent for say-
ing what he said and doing what he

Church Design, Remodeling or l.tedecorat;ng.
Let us help. Latest samples in carpeting,
draperies, baptisteries, lighting and furnish-
ings brought to your church. Call J. E. De-
signs, 3529 Dixie Highway, Erlanger, Ken-
tucky. Ask for Russ. 606-342-8000.

.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON |

LIFE AND WORK SERIES

By H. C. Chiles
(These Lessons for March 31, 1974)

Not My Will But Thine

Our Lord’s Suffering,
-Mark 14:32-36

1. The Place. In the darkness of the
night Christ and eleven of the disciples
went to the Garden of.-Gethsemane, the
place to which He frequently  retired
for the purpose of prayer, to make ad-
ditional preparation for the storm that
was about to break upon Him and
around them.

Upon arriving at Gethsemane, Christ
divided the disciples into two groups,
leaving eight near the entrance, and
taking the other three into the garden
with Him. Christ chose the three to
stand by Him in this solemn hour who
had made the loudest claims of friend-
ship, love, and loyalty.

2. The Pressure. Christ felt the pres-
sure of the testing even before He
prayed (33-34). But as He began to
pray, the anguish was so deep and the

SOrrow so intense that it pressed Him y

to the earth. Bearing the pressure of
the world’s guilt for sin, sweat-drops
of blood fell from His brow (Luke
22:44).

3. The Prayer. Communion with the
Father was a necessity in Christ’s life,
and His resource in every hour of need.
Prayer was as much His habit as was
breathing. The scene in Gethsemane is
one of the most striking pictures in the
entire Bible —solémn, sacred, and sad.
Alone, in the deep recesses of the gar-
den, in the dead of night, prostrate
upon His face and pleading with the
Father was our blessed Lord. At the
time of His deepest distress, the human
companionship which He craved was
denied Him because even His dearest
earthly friends slept while He suffered
and prayed.:

For what did He pray?

(1) That the hour might pass from

Him.

(2) That the cup might be removed
from Him.

(3) That the will of God might be
done,

Our Lord’s Submission
Mark 14:36-42
When the cup of human guilt was
held out to Christ, His tender and pure
heart revolted from the pain and the
shame of it. Dreading the ordeal which
He was facing, Christ prayed earnestly
that, if it were possible, the cup might
pass from His lips. With Him the Fath-
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er’s will was the ultimate authority, so
He prayed and then adjusted or yield-
ed tc that blessed will uncomplainingly
and gladly. His prayer was a marvelous
expression of prompt and complete
submission to God’s will. Christ was de-
termined to conform to it in every re-
spect.

While Judas. Iscariot
making arrangements
Lord for thirty pieces of silver, eight
of the apostles were at the entrance of
the garden, sleeping. The other three,
Peter, James, and John, were just “a
stone’s throw” from Christ, and they

was in the city
to betray our

were sleeping also. Because He was |

eager for human sympathy and com-
panionship, our Lord had taken them
into the garden of His impending crisis,
but they were not interested enough to
remain awake,

INTERNATIONAL SERIES

Returning to the three, Christ found
them fast asleep. They had not antici-
pated the imminent arrest of their
Lord. After awakening them, Christ
chided them by saying, “Watch ye and
pray, lest ye enter into temptation.”
That was His way of warning them of
the more challenging hours that were
yet to come. His words were unheeded,
for each time He returned the Lord
found the disciples asleep.

Even though no man stood- by our
Lord in Gethsemane, the Father was
with Him. He talked with the heavenly
Father, trusted Him implicitly, and
yielded Himself fully and completely.
to His will. From Him He obtained the
blessed assurance that He would re-
ceive all of the strength and help which
He would need for the accomplishment
of God’s will. ]

Overcoming Human Barriers

Acts 8:18-31

Through the centuries there have
been numerous human barriers to the
progress of the Lord’s work. Through
God’s enabling grace and power many
of these barriers have been overcome,

Overcoming Barriers In Samaria
Acts 8:18-25

Conspicuous among those faithful
Christians who were scattered from
Jerusalem by bitter persecution was
Philip the deacon who found refuge
in Samaria, where he continued his
witnessing for Christ. His preaching of
the gospel was blessed abundantly by
the Lord, and the people gave heed
unto the things which he spake. In-
formed about the progress of the gos-
pel in Samaria, and desirous of know-
ing whether the professions of faith
there were genuine or spurious, the
apostles in Jerusalem sent two of their
strongest men — Peter and J ohn — to
Samaria to inspect the work, and to
give the genuine converts further in-
struction, -

Among those who saw the demon-
stration of the Spirit through these
Christians in Samaria was Simon Ma-
gus, the sorcerer, who had made a pro-
fession of faith and been baptized, but

had not been saved, He imagined that
the power of the Holy Spirit could be
purchased with money, so he offered
to pay for that power, hoping thereby
to regain his popularity and to make
additional revenue by transmitting that
power to others.

Indignant because of the attempt of
covetous Simon to buy spiritual power,
Peter unhesitatingly, immediately, and
and severely condemned Simon Magus
for his obvious depravity and wicked-
ness in wanting to exploit Christianity
for personal financial gain. Convinced
that Simon was only a professing
Christian and not a possessor of salva-
tion, Peter courageously and strongly
rebuked him for his terrible wicked-
ness, urged him to repent thereof, and
pleaded with him to pray for divine
forgiveness. Peter told him bluntly that
his heart was not right with God,
knowing, of course, that this condition
accounted for his putting of self in the
center of everything. Simon did not
have any awareness that his request
had offended the holy God, and that
for that reason he should pray person-
ally, specifically, and earnestly for di-
vine forgiveness. Simon Magus feared
that suffering or punishment might be
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had attempted to do. He was fearful
but not penitent. .

Overcoming Barriers In The Desert

Acts 8:26-31 N

Just when Philip’s evangelistic ef-
forts were most -successﬂpl and the
prospects for the immediate future
were most promising, th(_e Lord com-
manded him to abandon his efforts and
go south to a desert. 3

Without a word of complaint or a
single excuse, Philip obeyed the Lord
promptly, without knowing thg real
purpose of his journey, but ce,rtam that
he was not going on a foq-ls errand.
He reached the place to whuch.he had
been sent just in the nick of tl_me. He
saw a chariot coming toward him, and
the Holy Spirit said to ‘h'lm: “(}o ,flear,
and join thyself to this chariot. _He
ran to the chariot, ready and anxious
to witness for Christ. Riding in that
chariot was an Ethiopian eur}uch, a
‘man of great prominence, prestige, po-
sition, pomp, possessions, and power.
Notwithstanding these facts, he was
far from being satisfied.

While wending his way h*omewa_rd‘,
the  eunuch was reading a'loud. Isaiah
53, which delineates the sufferings of
Christ. With eagerness, earnestness, apd
enthusiasm Philip ran to his chariot
and asked the eunuch if he understood
what he was reading. Philip’s face was
so radiant and eager that the statesman
felt at once that here is one who knows.

After confessing that he did_not un-
derstand what he was reading, the
eunuch invited Philip to enter the
chariot with him. Troubled in heart,
earnest in spirit, and eager to learn,
this diligent seeker after phe truth was
thoroughly prepared to listen with an
unprejudiced and open mind. Each was
convinced that the other was the man
that he needed. The Holy Sp’i;it was
working at both ends o_f 'ghe line, _He
had prepared and commissioned Philip
to go to the eunuch, and then He saw
to it that the latter was in such a state
of mind and heart that he would re-
ceive the Lord’s messenger and mes-
sage. b '

When seated by him, Philip seized
his golden opportunity )by‘ tactfully 1_)e-
ginning with the very scriptures which
the eunuch was reading and preached
Christ to him. So earnestly and effec-
tively did Philip present the gospel of
Christ and witness to this man that he
responded properly and pro.mptlly. Be-
lieving what Philip told him, he‘ ac-
cepted Christ as his per»so‘n-al.Sawou‘r,
whereupon his sins were forgiven and
he was saved. |

“Based on copyrighted Cutlines produced

by the Committee on the Uniform Series and
used by permission.”
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SERVING ALL RELIGIONS
Prices 1o satisfy every preference and need

AR PARKING
CONDITIONED AREAS
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BRECKINRIDGE

e
Phene 634-3628

Loulsville, Kentucky
\l

Phone 896-0349

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE

Funeral Burial
Members: National Selected Mortlcians by invitation

Lee E. Cralle Co.
Funeral Home

LEE E. CRALLE, JR., Presiden
PHONE
634-3646 ® 634-3647
1330 South Third Street
Louisville, Ky.

Realtor - MLS
503 Euclid, Lexington, Ky.

Kendall Realty

GEORGE HERMAN KENDALL

“The Golden Rule Realtor”

t

FUNERAL HOME

Edwin R. Hillock, President
Wallace C. Hatler

in
The Baptist Forum

Express Your Opinion

Phone 896-8821

Louisville, Kentucky

'HERBERT C. CRALLE

Frankfort and Peterson Avenue

J. W. Colville

SIDING AND TRIM

» Kaiger-Alcoa-Reynolds, guaranteed Aluminum Siding
» Cover-all trim with Aluminum Custom Fascia
» Exterior Vinyl Siding. Guttering and Spouts

Serving Kentucky and Southern Indiana Home Owners and Churches

“Satisfaction is our goal”
SINCE ’63

CALL NOW FOR SPRING
SPECIALS. FREE ESTIMATE.

COLVILLE co

368-1388
Call collect Louisville 502-368-1100
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How I Write, A Manual for Beginning
Writers, by Robert J. Hastings; pub-
lished by Robert J. Hastings, Box
2669, Springfield, Illinois 62708; 16!
pages; publishing date: December 1,
1973.

In this self-help, do-it-yourself man-
ual, Bob Hastings lets you look over
his shoulder while he writes.

His aim is more to show the reader,
than it is to tell him. To achieve this,
he tells a lot about himself and his own
writing habits in a somewhat folksy,
semi-humorous style. He calls it “a fun
book to read, whether you ever write
anything.”

The heart of the manual is what the
author, tongue-in-cheek, calls “Has-
tings Laws.” There are 12 of them.
Each helps the writer cut through the
confusion of gobbledygook with simple
language anyone can understand.

The manual covers such topics as
how to research and file resource mate-
rials, what editors are looking for, how
to prepare copy for submission, lists of
publishers, style, writing in retire-
ment, news releases, readability tests,
how to conduct interviews, use of nos-
talgia, multiple submissions, writers’
conferences, how to edit your own ma-
terial, copyright laws, etc.

Copies available by mail from Box
2669, Springfield, Illinois 62708. $5.95
each, plus 55¢ for shipping and tax.

Spirit Hill, by David Gordon Cruse;
Vantage Press, copyright 1973.
This poet was born in Lexington,

- Kentucky, attended Campbellsville Col-

lege and was awarded the AB and MA
degrees by Western Kentucky Univer-
sity. He has written this volume in
sonnet form in the Italian framework.

In its contents are found every emo-

tion, every urge and every ordinary
human reaction to life.

Walking Toward Your Fear, by H. C.
Brown, Jr., Broadman Press, copyright
1972.

This volume'is a documented case
history on meeting fear squarely and
leading a victorious life free of defeat-
ing apprehension.

The Black Christian Experience, com-
piled by Emmanuel L. McCall, Broad-
man Press, copyright 1972.

This book was compiled to provide
information to white Christians about
the black church and to help the black
Baptists understand and appreciate
their heritage.

I’'ve Got That Hopeless, Caged in Feel-
ing, by Hazel B. Goddard; Tyndale
House Publishers, copyright 1971, sec-
ond printing, June 1973.

The author sees no single formula for
helping all persons but finds a team. of
doctor, patient and counselor working

together, treating the whole patient

most helpful. The sick want “answers,
not adages” or double talk. Generally
that “hopeless, caged-in feeling” of the
patient is replaced when harmony is

established in the personality between

body, mind and spirit. Then each could
function in its relevant environment:
body in the material world; mind in
the realm of ideas; and spirit in rela-
tionship to God.

Two Wheelchairs And a Family Of
Three, by Fred Camp; Tyndale House,
Publishers, copyright 1973.

The author was left a paraplegic
due to an accident injury at the age
of eighteen. This book is a true account
of his’ battle to overcome bitterness
and resentment and then, in spite of
his handicap, he progressed from a use-
less invalid to a businessman, victorious
Christian, husband and father.

An Impressive,

Comforting Service
that meets the requirements
of every family calling us

Kerr Brothers
FUNERAL HOME

Lexington, Ky.
463 E. Main St. @ Dial 2-3345

DREXEL INSTITUTIONAL
FURNITURE
(Formerly Southern Desk Company).
Pews
Pulpit and Chancel Furnishings
Catalogs and Design Assistance
upon request
Phone: 704/322-8380
P.O. Drawer 2187
Hickory, North Carolina 28601
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(Continued from page 5)
CLASSIFIES RECORDS AT AGE 90
Dear Editor:

Now that I have been retired as
Senior Minister Emeritus (effective
March 1 of this year) I am finding time

- to check through my files and classify

the records. Among some checked this
week I found an editorial from the old
Masonic Home Journal which was pub-
lished in Kentucky some half century
ago. It seemed so good a warning to
our hippie generation that I am sending
a copy to you and one to the Baptist
and Reflector:

I look forward every week to the
coming of the Western Recorder which
I have been reading since the fall of
1913 when it was at the door of old
New York Hall, SBTS, every Thursday
evening following our supper, a gift
from the owners, as was the Baptlist
World of that day.

As of March 1 I have been retired
from active service as Senior Minister
Emeritus, my ninetieth birthday having
come February 25. Somehow I cannot
feel any older than I did twenty years
ago. I will continue to serve the church
as assistant to the pastor; will continue,
I hope, to have occasions to deliver my
valedictory sermon on “Why I Love The
Bible,” used February 24 when our pas-
tor gave me a great say in honor of
my ninetieth birthday which followed
on February 25.

Good wishes for the days ahead.
Nashville, Tenn. John D. Freeman

- REJOICE IN ORDINATION
Dear Editor:

I am writing regarding Mr. Owen
Edward’s letter, “Ordaining Women.”
He seems to have overlooked some
facts in the March 2 article where Miss
Esther Hargis, when asked about her
desire to seek ordination, stated ‘“she
felt there was something particular the
Lord had for her to do.” The article
went on to say “she doesn’t expect to
be called as pastor of a Southern Bap-
tist church anytime soon but feels there
is a place for her ministry. She thinks
more in terms of being an associate
minister or an institutional worker
where ordination is required.”

I believe we ought to rejoice with
Miss Hargis in this step she has taken
for the Lord. There are many areas of
work where an ordained man cannot
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be as effective as Miss Hargis will be.
Today when we read how some young
people are turning to drugs, alcohol,
sex, the occult, etec., let’s instead praise
God for Miss Hargis and others who
are taking a positive stand for Christ,
no matter what the cost.

As far as having a staff member from
the college participate in the ceremony,
I'm sure he considered it a privilege
and did not worry about the traditions
of men. In Acts 5:29 Peter and the oth-
er apostles answered and said, “We
ought to obey God rather than men.”

Versailles, Kentucky Ruth Prigge

‘POOR BAPTIST MINISTER’

Dear Editor:

I never thought I would see the day
that Kentucky Baptists would start or-
daining women to the gospel ministry.
I feel sorry for this poor Baptist min-
ister.

There is one question I would like
to ask. How is a woman going to preach
the gospel when the Bible says “for a
woman to keep silent,” (I Timothy 2:
11). Paul said, “suffer a woman not to
teach, nor to usurp authority over a
man, but to be silent.” (I Timothy
2:12).

It is a shame to call ourselves Bap-
tists, the church Jesus Christ started
nearly 2,000 years ago, and practice
Pentecostal doctrine. Too many Bap-
tists have gone after speaking in
tongues.

May God help us Baptists to rid our-
selves of false teaching and false
preachers who call themselves Baptists.

Smithland, Ky. Lloyd Perrin

‘WEAK LEADERSHIP’
Dear Editor:

I am writing this little note to see
if it will be published for the benefit
of all concerned about what God said
in His holy Word.

Concerning the article in March 2
issue about Lyndon Baptist Church or-
daining Miss Hargis to the gospel min-
istry, I am sure they are not concerned
about what I think, and I am not here
to tell you what I think, but what God,
who is unchangeable, said.

First of all, to ordain Miss Hargis, or
any other woman, you will have to do
away with First Timothy the third
chapter, and also First Corinthians the
eleventh chapter.

I think this young lady needs to read
these chapters and believe them.

She said in the article that she felt
that the gospel ministry was God’s will
for her life. Well, if God said one thing
in the Bible and revealed something
else to us, what would that make Him?

According to the Bible we all know
she is not doing God’s will. If she were
she would know what God said in his
Word. John 7:17 tells me that if any
man will do His will, he shall know
of the doctrine, whether it be of God,
or whether I speak it of myself.

No wonder many of the Baptist chur-
ches are so weak. We have weak lead-
ership.

One of the greatest needs in Baptist
life is' to come back to Baptist doc-
trine. Preach it, live it, have a convic-
tion that it is the Bible doctrine. I am
a Baptist by Bible conviction,

I want this printed in/the Wesiern
Recorder. Maybe it will help someone.

Princeton, Ky. Wilford E. Wyatt

EARLY CONVER/S_riON
Dear Editor:

The article, “Early Conversions Run
Risks” should be read by every preach-
er whether he be a teacher, pastor or
evangelist. A child brought into ,the
church without redemption is still lost
and will go to hell if that one should
die in that condition. I sat in a church
of another denomination and heard the
song leader ask about 30 primary and
junior children, “How many of them
loved the Lord?” All hands went up
and he said, “Then all of you are saved
if you love the Lord.” They took the
whole group into the church.

When I was eleven years old I real-
ized I was lost and went to an altar
of prayer. Some dear soul, well mean-
ing I suppose, asked me if I loved the
Lord? My reply was, “Yes I do.” He
replied, “Then get up and tell it for
that is all there is to it.” Had I died in
that' condition my soul would have gone
to hell. I am of the conviction this is
one reason we have so many members
we cannot find and the reason some
churches are departing from the teach-
ing of the Bible.

How long has it been since you heard
a pastor or an evangelist give a real
Bible invitation? Most will say, “Com-
mit your life to the Lord” and never
tell them how. Some of our noted evan-
gelists give the weakest invitations and
in so doing they fill the churches with
unsaved and increase the population
of hell.

Russellville, Ky. Reed Rushing

'Informed Baptists depend on
WESTERN RECORDER
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Study Shows 90%

Ninety percent of the downtown
churches in the United States are dy-
ing, a New York sociologist said in
Dallas.

The downtown church, according to
Ezra Earl Jones, a sociologist with the
department of research and survey for
the United Methodist Church’s Board
of Global Ministries, is “Old First
Church,” a unique institution, different
from any other urban church.

“Just because a church has a lot of
money and property isn’t a sign it’s
successful,” said Jones. “Many are dead
but haven’t been buried yet,” he add-
ed.

Jones recently completed a two -year
- study of more than 300 downtown
churches of all denominations in the
United States to determine the unique
characteristics and problems of such a
church.

Jones told the Urban Strategy Coun-
cil of the Baptist General Convention
of Texas that his study revealed 90
percent of the downtown churches in
America are failing. The study was of
particular interest to the council, cre-
ated in 1970, as their role is to develop
strategy for ministries in urban areas
and to coordinate resources and pro-
grams within the Texas convention.

The only church with more problems
than the downtown church is the “Old
Second Church” in a deteriorating
neighborhood near the downtown area,
Jones said. “Old Second Church is tied
to its community,” he explained.

He noted sociological changes of a
“negative character” are affecting the

downtown sxchurches. el

> “First is transportation,” he said.
“Expressways take you away from
downtown. Mass transit usually isn’t
good.
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downtown ‘area. People say it isn’t
growing any more in downtown than
in the suburbs, but fear of crime is
greater in the d»ovvntown' area, ” he add-
ed.

He cited one church which adver-
tised on its bulletin a high quality mu-
sic program.

“Down in small print is a notice that

-armed police guards protect the park-

ing lots,” he said.

» “A third factor is that the down-
town is hurting economically. It has
less of what it used to have,” Jones
said.

He drew an analogy: “It used to be

retail and business. Now it is business .

with some retail. A downtown church
as a social institution is like a retail
store in that it requires people to be

Conferem:es 1:0 hélp churches and

April 12 Mweﬁead Fhrsrt Bapns't-_;,

Chureh, 10:00 am.

- April 12 — Lexington, Grace Baptist

‘Church, 7:00 p.m.

’Apra:l 156 — Louisville, Long Run
Baptist Center 7:00 p.m.

learn about other resources
shown how to plan for a day camping

Downtown Churches Dying

» “Then, crime is dncreasing in the

physically present to do what it is that
we have to do. It requires people to
come.”

The most significant finding of his
study — which will be published in
book form in the fall by Harper and
Row — is one statement:

“The church that is surviving today
in the downtown area is the church
that has learned to balance survival
and service. Churches that are failing
today are those churches which give
all to survival or all to service.

“You can’t give all to survival, be-
cause you have to have a purpose. You
can’t give it all to service because you

. have to survive if you are going to

serve.

“Successful downtown churches have
learned to balance that,” Jones said.
(BP)

‘:Ca-mp Cohfereﬁtes il iied

April it Somerset, Beacon ‘Hill
Baptist Church, 7 00 p.m.
April 18 — Cave City, Cave C1ty
‘Baptist Church, 7:00 p.m.
According to Mic Morrow, associate
in the church training department,

“conferees will be exposed to the new

literature for day camping. They will
and be

program.

Jackson recently observed that there
is a widespread use of day camping as
a means to introduce boys and girls to
the creative nature of God. Churches
who have used the day camping pro-
gram report good results.
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