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SBC Is Major Bible Society Supporter 
Southern Baptists g•ave $2-5-3,857 to 

the suppor,t of the American Bible So­
ciety during 1973, •according ito the so­
ciety's annual report released in New 
York City. 

The largest amount given from any 
one denomination, the figure denotes 

Miss Sara Collins 
Wins G'town Title 

A teary-eyed -red-haired beauty from 
Henry County, Kentucky, was chosen 
Miss Beil,le of• the Blue of Geo.rgetown 
CoLlege on Saturday, March 9. 

Sara Lynn -Collins, 1'9, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph CoHins· of Emi­
nence, Kentucky, was selected fro-m a 
group of 13 lovely college coeds, to be 
the 19,74 Belle of the Blue. 

Miss CoHins represented the Kappa 
Delta Sorority. She is a po[itica,1 sci­
ence majo.r with a mus,ic minor and· 
hopes, to be a criminal lawyer. 

She is also a member of Mpha Delta 
Lambda academic honorary, Del.ta 
Omicron music honorary, the College 
forensic team and! serves as Student 
Government Association representative 
and song-leader for the so.rarity. 

A former Miss Henry Countyi, Mi~ 
Co,Hins was named a Kentucky dele­
gate to the United Nation1S in 19•72. 

File For Credit 
Each year more chu,rches provide 

January Bible Study as an opportunity 
. for the entire fami'ly to profit from 
concentrated Bible Study. 

Adults can earn: Study Course . credit 
by reading "Colossians: Christ Above 
klJ'' and youth for read1ing "Book 
Afive." 

For copies of form 1'51, Request for 
Course Credit, write to the State Sun~ 
diay School Depar,tment, 10170-1 Shelby­
vihle Road, P .O. Box 43433, Midd[etown, 
Kentucky 40·243. 

an increa'Se of $20,104.98 over 1972 gifts. 
United Methodis,ts ranked second in 
giving, with $1'33,528. 73. 

"We feel that Southern Baptists ·aTe 
especiailly interested in the new ap­
pwach .to give Scripture portions to 
new readers in the wor,ld today," said 
Porter Routh, executive secretary­
treasurer of the SBC Executive Com­
mittee and member of the American 
Bible Society board of directors. 

From aill 79 denominations• and de­
nominational groups suppoilting the Bi­
ble Society, a total of $1,30·~

1
124.68 was 

received. 
Arthur C._ Borden, assis.tant secretary 

of church relations for ,the American 
Bible Society, said that church response 
was "just .4 percent better in 1973 than 
during the previous. year. 

"This small percentage increase is 
not enough -at a time of rapid inflation 
to meet the ever-inc.reas,ing demands 
for the Word of God," he continued. 
"If these demands for Scriptures are 
to, be met, and if the society is to con­
tinue adequately serving the churches· 
at home and overseas, increased sup­
port must be forthcoming." (BP) 
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"Couldn't he learn just as much about right and 
wrcng from this old Gary Cooper movie: on channel 
4?" 
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let Your Light Shine 
Text: Matthew 5:14-16 

I heard a story about a wonderfU'l 
definition o.f ·a "s,aint" given by ,a mtile 
giril. She -had' never been inside a beau­
tiful chur,ch before. She asked w hat a 
certain stained glass' window in the 
church was and she was, told it was a 
s•aint. Some time later s,he saw an eld'­
erly woman with a fuH basket of food 
stuff and flowers going to a poor home. 
She hea,rd someone say, "There lis a 
saint if ever there was• one." T,he litHe 
girl wa& puzzled. On Sund'ays a sain t 
was •a ·beautiful stained g1lass window, 
and now ,it was ,an old womam Then 
her f•ace ,lights up because i.t came to 
her: "Oh, I know," she says, "a saint is 
someone who lets, the '1i·gM shine 
throug,h." 

Some times a little child can see the 
truth of Ohristi:anity whi-Ie some •of us 
adults· seem •to ,J:onk over the simpile 
meanings, Chri-st taught during his min­
istry on earth. The ohHd s•aw the sim­
ple truth that is taug,ht in our text. 
Jesus is giving a command to his dis­
ciples and to Christians down through 
the ages-. Jesus tells us in another pass~ 
age of scripture, "I am the light of the 
worild." . In his sermon he is t elling us, 
"You are ,the -light of the wor,ld." There 
is no contradiction here. He is s•imp[y 
telling us we are to live like he lived 
when he was among men. We are to 
follow his example . .A,s a light is• meant 
to be seen so is Christianity meant to 
be seen. 

We are to use Hg.ht to guide us in 
darkness. It is used to make clea,r th e 
way we travel or walk in life. So it is 
with the Christi-an life, it is used or 
mus,t be used to guide others through 
the darkness of this· wol'lld. There a,re 
many people waiting to be gU'ided , 
there are peopJ.e who are longing to be 
guided. We must -let our light shine. 
We must never let the tarnish of this 
world dull OUT -light. As Jesus said, 
"Let your 1ig,ht shine before men." ■ 

Speak up in Baptist Forum 
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COMMITTEE OF 15 REPORT -

A Threat To Kentucky Baptists 
The "Repo,rt of the Study Committee 

of Fifteen" to the Executive Commit­
tee o.f the Southern Baptist Conven~ion, 
•and through the Executive Comm1t~ee 
to the Southern Baptist Convention 
meeting in Dahlas ,in June, contains 
recommendations which will greatly 
affect the work of the Kentucky Bap­
tist Foundation and every Baptist iin­
stHution in Kentuck)'I. I refer specif­
i,ca[ly to t he recommendation that 
changes the prog,ram stat~ment ?f ithe 
Southern Baptist Foundation. This r ec­
ommenda-t-ion :is: 

A. That ,the Executive Committee 
recommend to the Convention that the 
Frog-ram Statement of ,the Southern 
Baptisit Foundation be amend'ed as fo[­
lows•: 

(1) To the Pr ogram of Consultative 
.Services in the Several Fields of Estate 
Pilanning, under the para,g,raph o~ ~n­
formation add the statement: This· m­
cludes th~ a utho,rity to advertise its 
services in SBC periodicails. 

(2) Add to the s tatement ·of rela­
tionships •t·he ,sentence: It sha11 not es­
tablish ,any branch office&. 

As it no,w is, the prog,ram Sltatement 
of the Southern Baptist Found'atfon for­
bids this ,a,gency from soliciting funds 
and assigns the responsibi1ity of estate 
,s,tewardship promotion to the StewaT_d'­
ship Commission (see Br anch Co-mmit-

· tee report - 1-9519 SBC Annual) . In 
building t heir case for th e program 
change, the committee uses· seveTal 
questionable s-tatement·s. On pa ge 45 of 
the r eport, they say, "the r_ec~rd _of 
state founda tions. indicate the-ir mabi,1-
ity to s·ecure significant funds for 
Southern Ba p,t.ist Convention causes." 

They indica,te in the repo,rt tha~ of 
over 70 miiltlion dollars, only a little 
more than 4 million, or 6.92% was for 
Southern Baptist Convention causes. 
TMs figure is• incorr ect . Many of the 
funds that come to. sta,te found at ions· 
come from st ate institutions who were 
responsible for r ais•ing the funds. When 
this is· cons•idered, ,then th is fig,ur e 
changes drastically. In Kentucky 38 % 
of our fund's come from Kentucky in­
stitutions. Of the r emaind:er, 26% bene­
fits Southern Bapt ist Convention caus­
es. Also, the committ ee says, "other 
Southern Baptist Convention agencies 
are presently soh d ting -gifts, in the 

· states, wi,thout conflict of purpos,e." I 
question this st atement a s to its accu­
racy but if an SBC agency is Tais·i:rug 
funds ther e is a ·conflict of purpose! 

' 
There are many reasons why I be­

lieve the present program stat ement 
shoUJl.d not be ·changed and this ['ecom­
mendation s•hould . be defeated,. 
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By Grady Randolph 
Director, Kentucky Baptist Foundation 

1. T h e recommendation indicates 
there w.iH "be no br anch offices," but 
it does not s•ay ther e will be no repre­
sentatives going into the st ates from 
the Southern Baptist Found'ation. 

2. The Southern Baptist Foundation 
working in Kentucky would duphcate 
the work being done by ,the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundat ion and set an SBC 
agency in competition with a st:ite 
agency. This would be the . same_ thi:1g 
a& a1lowing the Stewa['dship Comm1s­
sion to raise Cooperative Prog,ram 
funds in a state, or the Education Com­
mission to operate a school. 

3. The Southern Baptist Foundation 
cannot provide Baptis,ts, in Kentuc~y 
any service or any avenue of service 
that is not avail.able to them through 
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation. 

4. Es.tate planning r equires many 
hours of very dose pe,rsonal work on 
the part of the estate plann~ng team -
accountants, a ttorneys•, etc. WHls, trusts: 
and other .ins,truments ar e governed, by 
state laws so the Kentucky Baptist 
Found•ation'. with its attorney,g is in a 
better position to assist Kentucky Bap­
tists than an agency of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

5. The Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
r epresents Kentucky Bap.tist causes and 
Kentucky Baptist churches· ,as wehl as 
Southern Baptist •causes. ThiS' is· not the 
case w.ith the Southern Baptist · Foun­
datiom 

6,. The K entu cky Baptist Found ation 
is r eceiving money for Southern Bap ­
tist Convent ion causes·. The donor 
chooses his charitable ben eficiary and 
is encouraged to do so. Southern Ba,p­
tis,t Convention causes a nd state ,causes 
are given equal emphasis, in our pros 
motiona~ Hterature. 

7. Funds held by the Southern Bap­
tist Foundation fo,r t he "Cooperative 
Program" do not ben efit causes in Ken­
tucky. Fundis held' by the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation for "the Coopera­
tive Prog,ram" benefit causes in Ken­
tucky and through out the Southern 
Baptist Conventfon . 

8. The Committee of Fifteen is· rec­
ommending "·consultat<ive services" for 
the Southern Bapt ist Foundation and' 
at ,the same time raising, questions 
about the "consultative services" bein,g 
offered by the Stewardship Commis­
s-ion in fund raising. There is inconsi$­
t ency here! 

9. This· is the only recommendation 
of the Committee of Fift een that by-

passes the PTogram Committee of the 
Executive Co·mmittee or some other 
sub-committee. The Program Commi,t­
tee tabled a si:mHar recommendation in 
1970. 

As an alternative to this recommen­
dation, I would sug,gest that the Com­
mittee of Fifteen encourage the agen­
cies and institutions of the Southern 
Baptist Convention to u~e the Sou_the~n 
Baptist Foundation as mtended m 1:ts 
establishment. Second, there are State 
Conventions where ·there are no fuH­
time Found'a,tions opera·ting. The South­
ern Baptis•t Foundation ,and ~he Ste~­
ardship Commission workmg wit h 
these State Conventions could work 

-out a plan that would give the Bapt ists 
in those areas the s,erv:ices of •a Foun­
dation for a deferred giving prog,ram. 
Third I would urge State Conventions 
to co~ider using the Southern Baptist 
Foundation to assist in fund manage­
ment where endowment funds exist, if 
•they do not have their own Foundation. 

H is true that there are many Bap­
tists in our Southern Baptist Conven­
tion· who have not been encouraged, 
and who do not have the opportunity 
to leave thei,r estates to Bapti&t causes·. 
However tMs ,is not the ·cas•e in Ken­
tucky and other states wtth a folly . op­
erating Foundation. These suggest-i_ons 
would avoid competition and duplica­
tion of services between the South ern 
Bap,tist Foundation and the State F ou n­
datiom,. 

I believe the recommendat ion of the 
Committee of Fifteen s·hould b e defeat­
ed by the Executive Committee of t he 
SBC. Kentucky's representat ive& on 
this Committee are: Rev. Sidney Mad­
dox First Baptist C'hurch, Hopkinsville, 
Ken'.tucky 42240; Mr. J ,ack Gardner, 225 
Bramton Road, Louj,sville, Kentuc~y 
402017 ; Rev. John Dunaway., Fi-:rat Bap- , 
tist Church, Corbin, Kentucky 40'701. · 

Should ,this· r ecommendat ion pass· the 
Exe'Cutive Committee, it wiH be includ­
ed in the Executive Committee's r epor t 
to the Convention in DaHas. Every 
Kentucky Baptis,t messenger, pastor 
and •layman alike, should b e o~ tI:e 
a1lert to d•efeat thi& recom mendat10n m 
the interest of Kentucky Baptist causes. 

■ 
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Western Recorder Policies In Reporting The News 
Per!odicall~ i_t is needful to explain what a state the editor with an occasional editorial from the as­

paper ~s, h~w it I~ m~naged and how it is determined sociate editor or a guest editorialist. 
what Is prmte~ m. it. The answ~rs fo~ every state It is important to remember that only the editori­
paper ~r~ not identical but here 1s a brief review of als written by the editor represent the editor's posi­
the pohc1es of the Western Recorder. tion. News articles are not chosen on the basis of 

T~e Western Recorder is a Kentucky Baptist Con- agreement or disagreement with the event by the 
vent10n agency and has always been since it was pur- editor. This wo_uld be news management which is 
chased from private owners in 1919. The control of grossly unfair. To report only what the editor agrees 
the Western Recorder is entrusted to 12 directors with would be trying to play God and would be an 
el~cted by the convention from all areas of the state. insult to the intelligence of every reader or his di­
Directors serve three year terms and are eligible for vine right to decide for himself what is the truth. 
two terms before having to stay off for at least one Neither _a Baptist editor, nor even a Baptist pastor, 
year. has any private pipeline to God nor access to the Holy 

The Western Recorder does not work under the Spirit which is not available to every believer. Yet 
executive board of the convention 'though there is a some editors and pastors who criticize Roman Catholi­
close relationship because the Western Recorder is the cism and papal infallibility actually outpontificate the 
official publication for the convention and both re- pope and relegate all who disagree with them to here­
ports and promotes the work of the executive board sy and hell. 
and the convention. An illustration might ·serve to make clearer what 

The editor, associate editor and business manager I am trying to say. Recently a call came from a Louis­
for the Western Recorder are elected and replaced by ville area Baptist pastor saying an event would take 
the Western Recorder directors. The selection of the place the next Sunday which might make interesting 
editor and business manager is also subject to the news for the Western Recorder. The church was or­
approval of the executive board. Also the annual bud- daining a young woman. to the gospel ministry. 
get and financial report of the Western Recorder are This indeed did impress me as news which should 
presented to the executive board for review. be shared with Kentucky Baptists. In nearly two 

Now for the contents ·of the paper each week. From hundred years of Kentucky Baptist history I know 
an abundance of material received from individuals of no church which has ordained a woman to the gos­
churches, associations, Southern Baptist agencies, in~ pel ministry. I covered this story, took pictures,inter­
stitutions and commissions, from all kinds of religious viewed the young lady who was ordained and tried to 

d write an objective news story for the Western Re-
an some political pressure groups and from Baptist corder. 
Press and other news agencies the editor and associ-
ate editor select the material used in each issue. Of course I knew criticism would be directed to 

the church, the pastor, the young woman and to the 
Our first responsibility is Baptist news reporting. 

This news comes all the way from the smallest church 
in Kentucky to the farthest ·Baptist mission station 
in the world. We try to report the news of most 
interest to our readers and Baptist activities which 
will inspire more cooperation and support of all 
Southern Baptists are trying to do. We resist writers 
who a_ppear to be more concerned for self promotion 
than Kingdom t:,uilding. _ 

We try to be fair and impartial th~ugh we con­
fess we sometimes fail. We try to present both sides 
of a controversial issue and let the readers make up 
their own minds. 

In addition to reporting the news ,we often com­
ment on certain events reported and ideas expressed 
by fellow Baptists and others. This is done mostly by 
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Western Recorder for reporting the event and not 
condemning it. Yet here was an autonomous church 
cooperating with the local association, the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion making historic news. So far as I know there was 
no other news report or record of this event except 
in the minutes of the church. Fifty or a hundred 
years from now, if the world stands, those who might 
be doing research on ordination of women by Ken- . 
tucky Baptist churches will have an account of the 
first. Not to report this event would be irresponsi-
bility on our part. · 

Fairness requires that Wester~ Recorder readers 
understand the news account in no way is an endorse­
ment of ordaining women as Baptist deacons or min­
isters. 

WESTERN RECORDER 

Southern Baptists Should Learn Fi om Missnuri Lutherans 
Southern Baptists should take note of the unfor­

tunate split in the Missouri Synod Lutherans which 
among other tragedies has closed their major semi­
nary, Concordia of St. Louis. This denomination has 
often been compared with Southern Baptists in con­
servative qoctrine, evangelistic preaching and mis­
sionary zeal. Missouri Synod Lutherans date from the 
'1840's as do Southern Baptists. They number about 
three million and have missionaries in 30 countries. 
Now all of this ministry has been interrupted and 
maybe lost forever. 

The conflict which led to the split was between 
"moderates" and "conservatives." It went on for sev­
eral years and finally came to its climax in the Con­
cordia Seminary. The "Conservatives" gained control 
of the seminary board and charged the seminary pres­
ident with false doctrine. Forty of the forty-five fac­
ulty members of the seminary sided wit}?. the presi­
dent declaring he along with them accepts "without 
reservation .. . the Old and New Testaments as the 
written word of God and the only rule and norm of 
teaching . ... " 

This view of the Scriptures sounds much like that 
heard among Southern Baptists. It seems conserva-. 
tive enough for anyone but actually it is not for some 
Southern Baptists. And like the Missouri Synod Luth­
erans the battle issue· for these Baptists is the inspira­
tion of the Scriptures and the battle line is usually 
the seminaries. 

The newly organized group of Baptists who call 
themselves the Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship 
has announced their mission as saving Southern Bap­
tists from creeping liberalism in some Baptist litera­
ture and in our seminaries. They say they plan to try 
to get more of those who think like they do on boards 
of trustees of seminaries and other agencies wh,ich is 
the exact strategy of the Missouri Synod Lutherans 
who were making the same charges leaders of · the 
Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship are voicing. 

In the meantime some members of this group of 
critics are not waiting to gain control of existing semi­
naries and publications. They have started their own 
seminary to teach the truth they claim is not taught 
in our six convention sponsored seminaries and they 
have started a conventionwide publicatfon "to tell it 
like it is" which they claim is not being done by ex­
isting Baptist papers. The seminary is the Mid-Amer­
ica Baptist Seminary in Little Rock headed by Dr. 
Gray Allison and the paper is The Southern Baptist 
Journal edited by Bill Powell, a former Home lVIission 
Board employee. 

Mr. Powell visited us some months ago and as­
sured us of his sincere motives and ethical standards. 
Mr. Powell was back in Louisville last week par­
ticipating in what was billed as a national church bus 
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clinic hosted by Pastor La Verne Butler and the Ninth 
and O Baptist Church. 

Among the speakers invited to make addresses 
was Dr. William Hull of Southern Seminary who has 
been severely criticized by some of this group for an 
article on the infallibility of the Scriptures printed 
some time ago in the Baptist Program. Hull should 
have known he would be treated as a Daniel in a 
lion's den and that he was convicted before being 
heard. 

After his address and time had expired for this 
part of the program Bill Powell rose and challenged 
Professor Hull by asking nine questions -to be an­
swered "yes" or ".no." (See news story on page 7 in 
March 23 issue.) Hull like most Bible scholars knows 
many questions cannot be answered .so simply with­
out laying a background for the answers and so _ did 
not fall into the trap laid by Powell. It will be inter­
esting to see how Powell treats Dr. Hull's aqdress in 
the publication he edits. 

I had hoped Powell and his colleagues would go 
about their objectives in an ethical way. This appar­
ently is a vain hope. Anyone who would try to con­
vict a guest speaker of heresy under the guise of a 
bus clinic is obviously out for blood. These tactics 
are at least as old_ as the scribes and Pharisees whose 
literalistic and traditional views of God's revelation 
blinded them to truth, put their laws above the value 
of their fellowmen and finally put the Son of God on 
the cross. 

I don't believe Southern Baptists will make the 
mistake of Missouri Synod Lutherans. They have con­
fidence in our denominational leaders and our semi­
nary teachers and know we don't all have to agree 
on the interpretation cif every passage in the Bible. 
We believe in the authority and infallibility of the 
Bible but our bond is not in one view of a book but 
in our shared faith in a person Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, our personal Saviour, the Lord of our lives, 
our world evangelization mission and brotherly love. 

A Correction And An Apology 
In the editorial, "Now It's Up To The 

Governor," on this page in last week's (March 
23) issue there was an erroneous statement. 
Dr. David Nelson, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Owensboro, did not write a letter 
to Kentucky Baptist pastors recommending 
Mr. Wendell Ford for governor. The governor 
is a deacon in the church but Dr. Nelson has 
the wise policy of not publicly endorsing any 
political candidate. We sincerely apologize to 
Pastor Nelson and the editor takes full re­
sponsibility for not doing his home work. 
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REVISING BAPTIST HYMNAL - Ra­
oul Cunningham (left) , former music 
director for Green Street Baptist Church 
in Louisville and now assistant to Sen­
ator Walter D. Huddleston (Democrat, 
Kentucky), and William J. Reynolds, 
chairman of the Baptist Hymnal revi­
sion committee, go over possible hymns 
for the new edition. The committee met 
in Nashville recently. Reynolds is secre­
tary of the church music department of 
the Baptist Sunday School Board. 

C'ville, Georgia Tech 
Of /er Joint Degree 

CampbellsviH:e Co[[ege established a 
joint enigineeriillg program with Georgia 
Tech at the recent meeting of the board 
of trustees. 'Dhrough ,thiS' five year pro­
g,11am ·a student wm att-end CampbeHs,­
vHle College for appro:rimatel,y three 
academic years and Georgia Tech for 
two years. Af,ter completing the aca­
demic requirements. the student wihl 
be awarded a bachelor's degree from 
CampbelhlsviHe CoI:lege •and; a Bachelor 
in Engineering 'in one of the several 
available engineering curricula from 
Geoil."'gia Tech. 

Ano.ther prog•ram approved at the 
meeting was the two-year Associate in 
Science in Social Work. This degree 
wihl quaHrfy graduates for para-profes .. 
sional and professionail. positions or to 
pursue further ,training leading to the 
Bachelor's, degree. The program wHl 
of.fer- two years. of intensive study in 
the area of sodal work including a s,ig­
nificant practicum •and field' work. Fur­
ther information on, the joint elllgineer­
ing pro,g•ram or the associate d1egree can 
be obtained from the Ad'InissionS' or 

• kcadiemic Offices of Campbeililsvhlle 
College. 

Fords Featured On W MU Program 
Mr. and Mm. David Ford wiilil. be a 

prominent musical duo, at the Ken­
tucky; WMU Annual Meeting at First 
-Baptist Church, Bowling Green, .Aipdl 
4-·6. · ·Mr. Ford, minister of music at 
Finst Baptist Church, Nashville, Ten­
ness,ee, wHl sing a solo at each session) 
the word of whi~h wiU he from the 
Bible. Among these wdU be, "The Lord 
is Miy Ligiht," "How Beautiful Are the 
Feet of 'Tohem That Bringeth Good Tid­
ings." Mrs. Ford will accompany her 
husband for the so[o and congregatfona[ 
singing. 

Another · musical feature in which 
Kentucky Baptists• will be especiahly 
interested' is the appearance of the 
Oneida Baptist High School Band. 
Oneida's band instruments and music 
were destroyed· by fire severa•l years 
ago. Consequently, -band ~nstruction 
was, discontinued. Money was allocated 
f,rom Sfate Mission Week of Prayer of­
fering for the past two years for the 
pur-chase of instrument& and music. 
The band began practicing in Septem­
ber. Tohe concert at .the WMU · annua'1 
meeting WiiH be the -band's first per­
formance outside Oneida. 

Adso of interest ,to many wiM ,be a 
young people's quartette whkh will be 
singing on Saturd1ay morning. Three of 
its members, E'1aine, fillise, and Billie, 
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Mr. and Mrs. Ford 

are children of BHI,ie Wright, pas•tor at 
Stanton, Kentucky. The other member 
is Debbie Jones, daughter of Bo-b Jones, 
director of Kentucky's mountain mis­
sion program. 

Giver, 

Receiver 

FRANKLIN OWEN 

I went to ohurch yesterday at Beech­
mont to hear my friend, Dr. Herschel 
Hobbs, in revival servicesi. He preached 
his usual good sermon. He ruso told a 
good· story. 

A visiting minister once preached at 
Euclid' Avenue Baptist Church in 
Olevel:and, Ohio, which was the home 
church of the late John D. Rockefeller, 
who was then said to be the richest 
man in the United States. 

After the ·service, Mr. Rockefeller 
greeted the minister and handed him 
his personal check for $100, stating that 
he was sure that he would receive an 
honorarium from the church treasury, 
but he wanted to add a personal ex­
pression of appreciation for the mes­
sage. 

The minister presented the check to 
the bank teller the next day and was 
surprised when the banker handed it 
back to him through the window. 

"The check is perfectrly good, sir," 
he said, "It is for only $100 with no 
less than John D. Rockefeller's signa­
ture on it." 

"Yes, the check is good· for not only 
$10-0 but perhaps for $10-0,000,-000," said 
the banker, "and I would recognize the 
signature anywhere; the check is per­
fectly goodi so far as the giver is con­
cerned, you just forgot to endorse it. 
Put your name on the other side ac­
knowledging receipt of 'it, and I shall 
give you the money." 

The story weH illustrates what hap­
pens in the spiritual transaction be­
tween God the giver and the sinner 
who accepts God's gift of salvation. 
God's love account is large enough and 
his si,gnature in Christ on the Cross is 
bona fide, but a gift does not go into 
effect unbl it is accepted by the in­
tended recipient. 

"As many as received Him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on His 
name." (John L:12,) 

THE ... • • •• .. . • ••••• IS 
All Missions 
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Herschel Creasman, minister of . edu­
cation at Walnut Street Baptist Church 
in Louisville, has resigned, effective 
March 31, to accept a position at First 
Ba·ptist Church, Dallas, Texias. Creas­

man wHl serve as 
minister cif educa­
tion and assistant 
pastor there. He 
came to Walnut 
Street from First 
Southern Baptist 
Church of Del City, 
Oklahoma, two and 
one-half years ago. 

A native of Ath­
ens, Tennessee, and 
the son of a Baptist 

Creasman minister, Creasman 
is a graduate of Carson-Newman CoJ­
lege and Southern. Seminary. He has 
formerly s·erved at First Baptist chur­
ches of Valdosta, Georgia; Pompano 
Beach, Floridra, and Easiley, South 
Oarolina. While in Louisvi1le he also 
served as an instructor in the school 
of religious education at Southern 
Seminary. 

Since Richard L. Miller returned to 
Kentucky to serve as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Irvine, many activities 
have transpired in the church congre­
gation. 

The Lottie Moon offering goitl was 
surpassed by $200.00 and the morning 
service now reaches 25,000 people over 
a local radio station. The church is in 
the process of redecoration and a min­
istry to senior citizens and shut-ins is 
planned. 

Raymond Bailey has .begun his ser­
vice as pastor at First Baptist Church, 
Newport. He was formerly director of 

the 'Dhomas Merton · 
Studies Center and 
associate professor 
of theology at Bel­
farmine Cohlege in 
Louisville. He is a 
native of Texas and 
will move to New­
port in May. He 
wiH serve as in­
terim from E·aster 
u n t i 1 moving to 
Newport perm a-

Bailey nently. Bailey is a 
graduate of Baylor University and has 
the MA degree from Texas Techno­
logical University. He earned the DMin 
degree from Southern Seminary in De­
cember, 1973. Bailey and his· wife, 
Patricia, have two daughters. 

MARCH 30, 1974 

The second vice president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, Glenn 
Sullivan, has resigned the pastorate of 
First Baptist Church, Russe1lviHe, ef­
fective April 7. He has, accepted the 
call to serve as pastor of Oakhurst 

Baptist Church in 
Clarksdale, Missis­
sippi, his native 
state. 

Sullivan is also 
current[y modera­
tor of Bethel As­
sociation. In addi­
tion to the Russell­
viUe church he has 
also served as pas­
tor of Dawson Bap­
tist Church, Phil­
pot, and churches in 

Mississippi and Alabama. He is a for­
mer member of the executive commit­
tee of the KBC but resigned that post 
when elected second vice president of 
the convention in Owensboro last No­
vember. He also served on the com­
mittee to select an executive secretary­
treasurer for the convention in 1971. 

He is a graduate of Mississippi Co,1-
lege and Southern Seminary in Louis­
ville. Sullivan is married to the for­
mer Danny Faye Jones and has two 
sons. 

George A. Price, Jr., former business 
manager of -the Western Recorder, has 
accepted the ca[l of First Baptist 

Church, Lebanon 
Junction, to serve 
as pastor. 

A graduate of 
Georgetown C o 1 -
lege, P r i c e a t -
tended Midwestern 
Baptist Seminary 
for two years. He 
served as associate 
pastor of George­
town Baptist 
Church and pastor 

Price of Glen's Cr e e k 
Church while a Georgetown student. 

Price has held pastorates in his na­
tive state of Missouri and in Kansas. 
He served as moderator of the local 
association in Kansas City and was the 
Kansas r epres·entative on the Southern 
Baptist Annuity Board and the South­
ern Baptist Found1ation. 

In August, Hl72, when he resigned 
from the Western Recorder Price en­
tered private business. This is his first 
pastorate since returning to the fuH­
time ministry. 

He is marl'.ied and has three children. 

On April 17 Thomas A. Moore wil'I. 
join the staf.f of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention ChHd Care Board as- drirec­
tor of the development unit. He is as­
suming the position formerly held by 
J. D. Herndon. Since 1'96•9 Moore has 

Moore 

served as pastor of 
Buechell. Park Bap­
tist Church in Lou­
isville. 

He has previous,ly 
served the Florida 
Baptist Convention 
as field secretary 
and has· been pastor 
of Shawnee Baptist 
Church and Vine 
Street B a p t i s t 
Church in Louis­
viHe. 

As director of development for the 
Child Oare program Moore wiH seek 
to relate to Kentucky Baptists as, a re­
source person in a manner that will 
encourage participation on their part. 
He wHl also promote the ChHd Care 
program through s•peaking in churches 
across the state. After an orientation 
period he wiU be available for engage­
ments to present the Child Care pro­
gram. 

WiHiam E. Amos, executive director 
of the Child Care Board, said, "I feel 
that Reverend Moore is bringing a 
unique ·combination that excellently 
equips him in the program of chi,ld 
care. In addition, here is a man who 
can, communicate with our churches 
and our pastors across the state." 

Moore is a graduate of Wayland Bap­
tist CoHege in Texas and Southern 
Seminary in Louisvihle. He has also 
participated in some graduate studies 
and' counseling at the seminary. He is 
married to the former Betty Jean Ma­
son and· has one son. 

First · Baptist Churcri, Whites·viUe, 
has called Randall C. Dill to serve as 

minister of music. 
He is- a 1973 gradu­
ate of OampbeHs­
vHle College and 
choral director of 
Apollo High School 
in Da·viess County. 
Dill formerly served 
Oak HiU Baptist 
Church in Evans­
vil,le, Indiana, and 
the Maceo Baptist 
Church as director 

Dill of music. John A. 
Cain is pastor of the chur~h. 

Gary Clark has been ·cahled to serve 
as minister of · music and youth for 
First Baptist Church, Earlington. Be­
fore coming to Earlington he served in 
the same capacity at Audubon Baptist 
Church in Henderson. He is married 
to the former Phy1His Pruitt and has 
three children. Jerry Barron is pastor 
of the Earlington church. 
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r,The good God calls upon us to be merci · 

our tr passers - but h did not m ntio 'AMNESTY."' 

House Committee Hears Testimony On Amnesty 
More than 30 persons, representing 

numerous groups presented testimony 
in Washington before a congressional 
siubcmnmittee ·consideri.ng ,amnesty ~eg­
isfation. 

'J.'lhe propos,als include univers'al and 
unconditio-nail amnesty, no amnesty at 
aU ,and various forms of conditio~al 
amnesty. 

U.S. Representative Robert W. Kas·­
tenmeier (Democrat, Wiscomsin), chair­
man of the subcommittee, stated at the 
outset of three day,s, of hearings: 

"Now that some time has elaps'ed 
since the end• of our country's· direct 
milita,ry involvement in the Vietnam 
conflict, it ought to be possible to ex­
amine rationally the ·question of wheth­
er or not amnesty should be granted 
to those who refused to serve." 

Severa•l religious g,roupsi, including 
the National Counci,l · of Churches· 
(NCC), the U.S. Cathohc Conference 
and' the American Jewish Congress, ap­
peailed for broad legislation which 
wouild grant amn;esty to draft resisters 
and evaders, deserters, exiles, and vet­
erans who have receiv,ed ,less• ,than hon­
orable dis•charges. 

W. Sterling Cary, NCC pr esident, 
cited the nationail body's concern for an 

those who suffer because ·of the Viet­
nam War - fami1ies of those kiHed, 
wounded and' disabled, prisoil!S of war 
and missing-in-action. He said, how­
ever, that the NCC favors universal 
and uncond'i.tiona1l amnesty: 

"(It) would be a clear and simpile act 
which ·could begin ,to unite us •and siig­
na,l our desire to Live at peace with 
one another, to, build rather than di­
vide." 

Spokesmen for Clergyi and Laity 
Concerned, the Friends Committee on. 
National Legisilation and· the Ohurch 
of The Brethren also t estified d.n sup­
port of fuilil and unconditional amnesty. 

Other groups advocating amnesty at 
the hearin·gs were the American Civil 
Liberties Union, the Central Commit- · 
tee for Cons!Cientious· Objectors, Go,Id 
Star F-arnHies for Amnes,ty, Project 
Safe ·Return, the Nationail Urban 
League, Americans, for Democratic Ac­
tion and Wi.$con:sin Amnes,ty Project. 

Speaking ,in, opposition, Leon Ulman, 
of t:he U.S.. Department of Justice, chal­
leh·ged, Congress' authority to pass leg­
isilation granting amnesty. 

Citing historicaJ a,rrd legal precedents,, 
Ulman insisted ,that only t he President 
has,. the authority to grant amnes,ty. 
"Congress cannot," Ulman stated, "in-

HMB OFFICERS - Newly elected officers of the SBC Home Mission Board of 
Directors for 1974-75 are (left to right): Alfred Bruce Coyle, pastor , H ighland 
Heights Baptist Church, Memphis, T ennessee, first v i ce president ; M rs. Jacque­
line W. Blanchard, of Atlanta, Georgia, assistant recording secr etar y ; Russell 
H. Dilday, Jr., pastor, Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta, Geor gia, 
president; Carl Roger McDonald, pastor, First Baptist Church, Toccoa, Geor­
gia, second vice president; and Mrs . Nell T. Bowen, of Forsythe, Georgia, re­
cording secretary. 
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terfere with the exercise of tha,t pow­
er." 

Walter H. Morse, ,generail. couns·el of 
the Selective Service System, argued 
that granting amnesty would have a 
"disruptive effect in the future" if an­
other major war caHed for a miUtary 
draft. 

Fred E. Dariling, of the non-commis­
siioned Officers A:ssociation, compared 
draft evaders· and deserters· to mur­
derers. 

"To let them return to the country 
they have shunned,'' he sta,ted, "is a 
slap in the face to the millions of men 
who were d•rafted, who were wounded, 
who were maimed or who were killed 
in a bJoody, unpopular war." 

He ·concluded that "the good God 
caiHs upon us to be mercifuil.-to forgive 
our trespassers - but he did not men­
tion 'amnesty'." 

Others testifying •a,gainst the pro­
posed le,gis.Jation were it'epresentatives 
of the Veterans• of · Foreign Wars, the 

.American Legion and Young Americans 
for Freedom. 

Advocating a middle position were 
U.S. Senator Robert Taft, Jr. (Republi­
can, Ohio), and Robert F . Froehlke, 
former secretary of the Army. 

Taft asserted that Congress does have 
the power to enact amnesty legisilation 
in that i.t may "immunize a general 
illass of individuals from pros•ecution:." 

He argued that a bill he introduced 
last December, ,the Earned Immunity 
Act, does not consider the question of 
whether draf,t resisters were right or 
wrong, or whether the United States 
should have been engaged in Vietnam. 

"Rather," he said, "consideration 
shouJ.d be given to the issue of estaib­
lisihment of a practi:cail method whereby 
an estimated 30,000 ir:dividuaJs could 
return to ,this country or ceas·e to be 
fugitives without· creating further divi-
sion among Americans." , 

Taf.t's biH ca1Jl.s for up to two yearfll 
enlistment in the armed forces· or in 
"alternative service contributing to the 
national health, safety or welfare." 
· In his statement before the subcom­

mittee, Froehllke als'O argued for a blan­
ket conditional amnesty for draft evad­
ers, but held that deserters· should be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 

He endorsed the idea of mi>litary or 
al,ternative services "as ·an obligation 
and pr.ivilege, not punishment." 

Such conditiona,1 amnesty should be 
granted, he concluded, to "help heal 
the hurt this nation has suffered." (BP) 

WESTERN RECORDER 

SPECIFIED FEDERAL CRIMES -

Senate Passes 
'Dhe U.S. Senate passed a bill (S. 

1401) by a vote of 54-33 to restore the 
death ,penalty upon ·conviction of cer­
tain federal crimes•. 

The bHl, . wh:ioh now goes to the 
House of Representatives for •action, is 
an attempt to enact conditions for cap­
ital punishment which will overcome 
the obj,ections· set forth by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

In 1972 the Supreme Court held that 
the death penalty as administered in 
the United States was· invailid and un­
fair because judges and juries had• so 
much discretion in imposing the pen­
alty that inequity and 1njustice often 
resulted'. Some convicted criminals 
were executed• foil:' crimes for which 
others received relativeily light prison 
terms. 

Since the 1972 Supreme Court deci­
sion, several 07 the states have rewrit-

On the field 
Mr. and Mrs. J, . Kenneth Park may 

be •addressed at Casma 197, Antofa­
g,asta, Chile. Both natives of Keilltucky, 
he was born dn Paduca!h •and she, the 
former Divina Key, was born in Nor­
tonvd.He and •lived in Paducah. Before 
they were ·appointed by ,the FMB in 
1964, he was m:irnis•ter o.f education at 
Baptist Tabernacle, Louisv.me. 

Miss Billie V. Scaggs may be ad­
dress•ed: Box 1416, Monrowa, Liberia. 
A native of Kentucky, she was born 
in AstMand and ilived dn Greenup Coun­
ty. ' 

Other 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Randall Jones, mis'­
sionaries to P,ara,gu,ay, have arrived in 
the states for medica•l leave. They may 
be •addressed ,at 407 Gay Street, Bran­
denburg, Kentucky 40108. He was ,bo:rn 
in MuNay and she is the form,er La­
wanna Cain of Owensboro, and! New­
man, Kentucky. Before their appo~ntc 
ment · by the FMB in 1972', he was· pas·­
tor of Nolyinn Baptis,t Church, Hod,gen~ 
viHle, Kentucky. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis E. McCall, mis­
sionaries to Guam on ileave, may be 
addtessed at Box 99247, Jeffersontown, 
Kentucky 402'99. 

Miss Rose Marlowe, emeritus mis­
sfonary, may be addressed at 314 
Franck Avenue, LouiS1VHle, Kentucky 
40206. Appointed by t,he FMB in 1·921, 
she taught in schools· in Shanghai, Ohi­
na,, and' Kitakyushu, J •apan, ·before re-
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Bill To Restore Death Penalty 
. I 

ten their capital punishment iJ.aws in 
an effort to conform to the court 
standards.. This is the first time the 
federal I,egis•lature has acted on a cap­
ital punishment bill since 1'972. The 
Senate- ·in its action approved with 
mod,ifications the recommendation of 
the Nixon administration. 

The fate of the capital punishment 
bill in the House of Representatives· is 
rather uncertain. It now goes to the 
House Judiciary Committee, which is 
tied up with the impeachment investi­
gation of President Nixon. 

Unlless the Hous•e acts on the bill 
before adjournment this year, the proc­
ess in both the Senate and the House 
will begin anew when the 94th Con~ 
gress· convenes in January, 19175. , 

The Senate billJ would make execu­
tion automaitic if a jury, in a separate 
hearing foHowin,g a guilty verdict, 

tkd.ng in 1956. A native of Wililiams'­
burg, Kentucky, slhe studi'ed at Wom­
an's Missionary Training SchooJ, Lou­
isv~l1e, before being ,appointed' to, go 
to China. 

J. V. Seay, father of Mrs. Louis E. 
McCail.1, missionary to Guam on leave 
of abs·ence, died February 115 _in Inman:, 
South Carolina. Her husband was bmn 
in Spencer1 North CaroJ:ina, and grew 
up in Inman. 

found that one or more aggravating 
circumstances existed in the comm:is,.. 
sion of a federal capital crime and 
failed to find any factors dictating 
leniency. 

Among the conditions demanding the 
death penalty are the foHowinig: (1) 
Conviction of treason and espiona•ge if 
it were a second offense; (2) If a de­
fendant knowin~y created a g,rave risk 
of substantial danger to national se­
curity; (3') If the defendant knowing[y 
created a grave risk of death to another 
person; (4) If murder were committed 
in carrying out crimes such as sky­
jacking, l,ddnapping, escape from the 
custody of an officer, delivering defense 
information to ·a foreign government, 
attack on a president and ·certain other 
public officia·ls,; and ( 5) Conviction . of 
murder a second time or .conviction of 
two or more federa,l or state felonies. 

The ·biH a,ls·o provides a list of miti­
gating factors, the existence of •any one 
of which would forbid the death pen­
alty. A:mong them are the foHowing: 
(1) If the defendant is under 18; (2) 
If the defendant did not have the ca­
pacity to appreciate the wrongfulness 
of his,. conduct; (3) If the defendant 
committed the ,crime under duress; (4) 
If he were only a part of a ,group in 
which the · crime was committed by 
another; and (5) If he couJ.d not have 
foreseen that his, conduct would result 
in the death of others·. 

Under no ·circumstances, according to 
the bfill, wouldi the death penalty be 
carried out upon a pregnant woman. 
(BP) , 

NEW SAN.CTUARY - The congregation 
of the Unity Baptist Mission, Ashland, en­

. tere~ its new sanctuary on March 3. The 
·-. · · on was originally begun by Second 

· · •. Church in . a rented . dwelling. 
· ·:church asswn~d ·-,sponsor-
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Centurymen Auditions 
Set For June, July 

The two annua,l auditions for The 
Centurymen, men's s1ing1i:ng g-roup, WU!ll 
be held :firom 2 to 5 p.m. June 25 at 
Rid,gecresit Conference Oenit1er and 
:firom 2 to 5 p.m. July 1'6 at Glmieta 
Conference Center. 

"To be eligible for 'The Oentmymen' 
a man must be vocatiiona1ly invoQved 
in ohu-rch mus,j,c, successfully complete 
tihe 1aud1itdon, ,and arrange for hls· travel 
cos,t,s, to be paid by his chmch or ·an-­
other s•ource," S'a1id J. Malcolm Ed'­
wacr-ds, hus,iness manager of the group. 

'Dhe Oenrturymen was creat·ed by the 
Southern Baprtis,t Radfo and Te-levisdon 
Commission to provide backg,round mu­
s,ic for rel1-gious broad·castS'. 

ReqU'esits, for membernhip appilfoa­
ti:ons .sihouil.d be senrt to Ed,wards· at the 
Southern Bapti-st Radio and Televisdo-n 
Commiss,ion, P.O. Box 121157, Fort 
Worth, Texas 76116. 

CAMPBELLSVILLE CHOIR TOUR - The Campbellsville College Collegiate Cho­
rale will present a concert at Central Baptist Church, Maysville, on April 7. 
Charles Hedrick is pastor of the church. The chorale, composed of 34 students, 
will perform in five states presenting 22 concerts during the spring tour . The 
group performed at Irene Cole Baptist Church, Prestonsburg, on March ·29. The 
chorale is under the direction of Edwing Thedford. 
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Former State Royal 
Ambassador Leader Dies 

A T. Greene, Jr., assistant general 
secretary - treaS'Ul"er of the General 
Board of South Oaro-lina Baptist Con­
vention for four years, died in CoJum­
bia, South Oaro'1ina, March 18, 1974, of 
an apparent heart attack, a convention 
spokesman said. 

The spokesman said Greene was· at 
home on Monday evening (March 18) 
when he complained of feeling ill and 
went to :his room. He was found dead 
a short time. later. 

A native of Spartanburg, South Caro- . 
lina, Greene resided in Columbia. He 
previousJy served as directo•r of the 
misS'ions department of the South 
Carolina convention and was the pastor 
of S'everal churches in North and South 
Carolina. Greene also served· as super­
intendent of missions for Carbarrus 
Association in Concord, North Carolina. 

A graduate of Wofford CoilJ.ege in 
Spartanburg and of The Southern Bap­
tist Theofogica•l Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky., Greene' served as Roy,al Ambassa­
dor secretary (Southern Baptists' mis­
sions organization for boys·) in ·Ken­
tucky, and• for North and South Caro­
lina Baptists, before the latter two con­
ventions became separate organizations. 

Greene's widow, M:rs. Katherine 
Abee Greene, is· Woman's Missionary 
Union presddent for South Carolina. 
Surviv,ing ailso are three daughters and 
a son; Greene's mother; sister and 
brothe~. -· 

Funeral servd:ces were held at North 
Trenholm Baptist Church in Columbia. 
Burial was in Hockory, North OaroUna. 
(BP) 

Mixed Drink De/eat Nixes 
Sale Of Baptist Structure 

A group of private investors, citing the lack of mixed 
drink sales in No-rth Carolina, has serapped plans to turn 
the old Charlotte First Baptist Church buiil.ding into a $2 
million complex of boutiques, restaurants and a concert 
ha·11. 

Robert E. Smith, a spokesman for Centre City, a group 
of five businessmen who took out an option on the prop­
erty last December, confirmed• that they had decided not 
to exercise that option which expired at noon March 15. 

Smith said he and his four partners were not able to 
gain firm commitments frorµ o-'perators of restaurants which 
depend heavily on the s,ales of liquor to assure their profits. 

"Due to the failure of liquor-by-the-drink last fall and 
the fact that ·hopes for its passage do not seem good for 
three to five years, they (the restaurateurs) just bailed 
out on the point," said Smith, president of a Charlotte de­
sign consultants firm. 

Last falll North Carolina voters rejected by a 2 to 1 
margin a referendum ca,Hin,g for the sa·le of mixed drinks 
in certain establishments. Charlotte, the largest city in the 
state, and surrounding Mecklenburg County voted for the 
proposal with more than a 60 percent majority. 

Charlotte lawyer Allen Bailey, a deacon in First Bap­
tist Church, led the successful anti-liquor campaign in the 
state. Shortly after the vote, he was elected by the North 
Carolina State Convention as president · of that one mi1lion 
member body. 

Smith said that the restaurant owners contacted made 
50 percent of their profits f.rom ;liquor-related aspects of 
their business and that there was too much ris:k involved 
for them without the possibility of mixed drink sales. 

David Reule, head of the church's real estate committee, 
said the three-building facility, eontaining some 70,000 
square feet, wiH go back on the market although he does 
not foresee any immediate sa1e. 

First Baptist Church had been asking $500,000 for the 
facility, vacant since the congregation moved in August, 
1-972, to a new complex in another downtown location. Carl 
E. Bates, a past president of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, is the church's pastor. (BP) 
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COMMITTEE OF 15 CHALLENGED _:_ 

Radio-TV Commission Denies Creating Tension 
The Southern Baptist Convention's 

(SBC) Radio and Television Commis­
sion has responded to what were de: 
scribed as three "areas of concern" in­
volving_ the ,agency's work, included 
in a Committee of Fifteen report, which 
was pres·ented to the SBC Executive 
Committee in Nashville February 20. 

Wh±le recognizing "the merit of the 
repo·rt in many respects," Ja-mes L. 
P,leitz, outgoing commiss,ion chairman 
took strong issue with the repo-rt's ob~ 
servation that the Radio-TV Commis­
sion sometimes creates• tensions with 

. other agencies, that it tends to over­
secularize its television progrnmming 
in a way as· to "almost obscure the gos­
pel," and that a disproportionate a­
mount of commissfon income is s·pent 
on periphera•l services such as public 
and station relations. 

"It is regrettable that a 15-year-old 
report (committee to s-tudy tota'1 pro­
gram) concerning the Radio-TV Com­
mission relationship with other agen­
cies was quoted and the conclusion ex- · 
pressed that 'in our opinion the con­
ditions that prompted this- report still 
exist.' 

"'11his is denied as strongly as we 
know how to deny it. Far reaching ,and 
cons,tructive ·changes have taken place 
since 11958. Therefore, we request that 
this reference be deleted from the re­
port.'' 

In describing present Radio-TV rel.a, 
tionshi,ps with other agencies Pleitz 
said such relations-hips are "the finest 
ever and the role o·f the Radio-TV 
Commission as an ·•enabling agency' 
is, evidenced in many ways." 

Pleitz deplored "such strong lan­
guage 'as to almost obscure the gospel' 
in commenting on the ways that some 
pro.grams are presented. 

"On the contrary," he continued,, "the 
Radio-TV Commission believes, dt is 
penetrating the streets and the market­
p1aces with the gospel in ,a most effec­
tive way. Some pro-grams iare stronger 
than others, just as some pastors' ser­
mons are stronger than others.'' 

"On balance, the power of penetra­
tion is evidenced 52 weeks, a year by 
the tremendous mail response from 
prisons, high rise apartments, lonely 
homes, ,and disturbed people." 

· "Radio-TV Commission figures indii­
cate that in 197•3 there were 189,480 re­
sponses to commission pro.grams. Each 
of these represented a very mat erial 
decision in itself," Pleitz s•aid. 

"Of these responses, 2,6176 registered 
specif,ic Christian tl•ecisiooo," Pleitz 
S'aid. "Hundreds of other d'ecisions, not 
tabulated, ,are indicated in the com­
mission's mail each week," he s1aid. 

"In addition, many decisions made as 
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a result of the Radio-TV Commission 
pro-grams are frequently registered in 
the church of that individual's choice 
and never reported to us at all.'' 

Pleitz reminded, "it should be re­
membered that reli-gious groups given 
free broadcast time are not to use that 
free time to add members to their faith 
g,roups. This would be in viofa.tion of 
broadcasting reguilations and codes un­
der which au stations operate.'' 

Responding to the third concern, that 
a disproportionate amount of commis­
sion income is spent on periphera•l ser­
vices such as public and station rela­
tions to broadcasters, Pl'eitz observed: 

"The Radio-TV Commission's depen­
dency on the networks and the local 
stations for public s·ervice time, rather 
than purchas·e time, was a basic deci-

sion made in 1-954 by the Southern 
Baptist Convention Executive Commit­
tee. 

"At that time the Radio-TV Commis­
sion was instructed to pursue a. poUcy 
of offering its programs on a public 
service (free) basis. Under this -instruc­
tion we must operate according to the 
rules 1and accept the limitations in­
volved. 

"The modest amount of money spent 
on cultivating the industry is one of 
the wisest investments the commission 
ma~es. The amount of free time given 
Rad10-TV Commission programs in the 
:fiiscal year 1972-73 was $8.5 million. 
This was obtained on an investment of 
$_1,507,33-5, 11:ade_ by the Southern ~ap­
tist Convent10n m operating funds dur­
ing this same period.'' (BP) 

Missions Ed. Not Slacking-WMU 
The Executive Board of Woman's 

Missionary Union (WMU) of the 
Southern Baptist Convention has re­
sponded to comments by the "Commit­
tee of Fifteen" dealing with the 1.1 

' million member auxi,lia,ry to the South­
ern Baptist Convention (SBC). 

The Committee of Fifteen, which has 
been studying the •agencies of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, reported 
to ,the SBC Executive Committee on 
FebruaTy 20. . 

WMU's eleven-page · document dis-­
agreed with the Committee of Fifteen's, 
contention that missions education has 
declined in the SBC and gave progress 
reports on the committee's concerns 
about drops in WMU enrolment and 
income. 

The WMU response was distributed 
at the meeting of the SBC Executive 
Committee February 20, just after the 
Executive Committee voted to receive 
the Committee of Fifteen's "report to 
the agencies" and· called for response 
to 97 specific "concerns" within one 
year. 

Mrs. R. L. Mathis, presid'ent of WMU 
said the r~ponse was distributed fo; 
information. A preliiminary draft of the 
document had already been mailed to 
Commi-ttee of Fifteen members prio-r 
to the Executive Committee session. 

"We wihl continue to sfady the ques­
tions raised by the Committee of Fif­
teen and wiH bring formail. response as 
requested next year," Mrs. Mathds· said. 
"Meanwhile, this statement will let 
Southern Baptists know that WMU is 
aware of its needs and opportunities 
and is working on them.'' 

Committee of Fifteen spokesmen said 
that as an auxi,liary of the SBC Wom­
an's Missionary Union 'is not ~n SBC 

",agency," had cooperated voluntarily 
in the study and is free to deal wi,th 
committee "concerns" as it deems ap­
propriate. 

Miss Alma Hunt, executive secretary 
of WMU, said that WMU will cooperate 
fu1ly in the recommended study of mis­
sionS' education along with the Home 
Mission Board, Foreign Mission Board 
Brotherhood Commission and Sunday 
Schoo[ Board, and wihl help develop a 
strategy for missions education. How­
ever, Miss Hunt questioned the com­
mittee's concern about missions edu­
cation. 

The WMU response said that while 
Committee of Fifteen members "feel 
that Southern Baptists are not •as well 
informed 001 missions as they once 
were," WMU leaders feel that Baptists· 
are better informed than ever. 

& evidence of an aH-time high in 
missions understanding, the WMU 
statement pointed to ,recent efforts in 
churchwid•e mission study churchwide 
involvement in record-bre~kdng special 
mission5 offerings, increases in missions 
volunteers, -increases in Coo,perative 
Program gifts and attention to missions 
in denominationa,l publications,. 

Answering the Committee of Fif­
~een's concern about a one-fourth drop 
m WMU enrolment during the past 
decade, WMU leaders told about "Giant 
Step," ·a goatl.-orienrted enlistment cam­
paign,, and about sitructurail. and pro­
motiona,I emphases on enlistment. 

"In the future in teaching missions 
we wiH g,ive more emphasis to th~ 
spiritual development of the individual 
woman and we will encourage womeI11 
in personal ev•angelism," the statement 
said of effor,ts to appeal to more 
women. (BP) 
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES 

Crucifixion, Mark 15:25-28 
Having removed Ohris.t's, ,ga•rments 

from Him, His executione,rs ilaid Him 
on His ba,ck on the ·cros~, which wias, 
lying on the ground, and drove the 
cruel s,pikes through the palms of His 
'hainds•, fastening them to the ends, of 
the ·crosspiece ,and fastened His feet ;f;o 
the upright piece. A lmile was prepared 
in the ,g,round, the cross was lifted on 
end and dropped into the hol,e with a 
thud. . 

A su·pers·cription p1aced above His 
head read: "'I1his ,is the King of the 
J ewis." In order that ahl who pass1ed, by 
might read it, it was, written in aH of 
the -cur-rent ,J:anguages-Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin-the }angua•ges of Te1li-gion, 
culture, ,and go•vernment, respective·l:y. 

As, a further humHi1ation, or to add 
ignominy to His· d'eath, Chr.i'St was· cru­
cifi.ed between two robbers, in litel"al 
fqlfiHmenrt of prophecy (Isaiah 53:12). 

Critics, Mark 15:29-32 . 
It was nine o'dock in the morru.ng 

when they cru-cified our Saviom:·. To,r 
three hours, after Hiis crucifixion, J e­
sus Ohrist was· expos1ed to the fierce 
rays of the srun. Subjected to the in­
human jeering and mocking of thos·e 
who pass1ed by, He was reminded of 
His own words at the beginning of His 
ministry (John 2:18-21), and s1areas­
·tical:ly taunted Him for His, seemin,g 
faHure to fuJ.filil Hi,s word. 

Christ ·could not come down from 
the cross. He could not save Hims-eli 
iv ,the Scriptures, were to be fui1fil:led, 
His mission accomplished, Satan de­
feated, ·s,in put ,away, 1and sinners· saved. 
Christ had the power to s1ave Himself 
but His self-renunciation andi self­
sacrifice made poss,ible our ,redemption. 

Cry, Mark 15:33-36 
At noon there came a three-hour pe­

riod of supe:rnaturaI darkness whd·ch 
extend1ed over the who[e fand'. 

fa the midst of the darkness, wh!icll. 
was a symb'O'l of God's displeasure with 
the ,attitude of the people .towards, His 
Son there wa,s heard the voke of J e­
sus, ' cry,ing, "My God, my God, Why 
'has,t thou forsaken, me?" The railHng, 
head wa•gg,ing, and other a,buse that 
men: heaped upon Jesus as He hung on 
the cross must have been a ,grievous 
thing for HiJS tender and loviing heart 
to bear. But, :i:t was as nothing com- _ 
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By H. C. Chiles 

(These Lessons for April 7, 1974) 

Why hrist Died 
pared with that hour when, covered 
witih ahl the 1s1in 'Of the wodd, He Who• 
knew no ,sin "was, made s~n foT us " 
and God turned away from Him. in 
that hour Christ uttered the saddest 
·cry that was ev,er heaTd. It spoke of 
l!ln agony, the feadufaress' of which can~ 
not ·be measured, by human imagina­
tion. Far beyond all physi·ca1l suifering 
was the turning away 'Of the F,ather, 
whi-oh to the Son was agony unspeak­
able. 

The ultimate penalty of s,in is to be 
forsaken of God. C'hTis,t was, d·eserted 
of God 1n order ,that we might be ac­
cepted of God. He was separated tem­
poraTHy from God · in order that we 
might not be separated eterna•Hy from 
Him. 

This memorable exsclamaition in verse 
thirty-four has been described as· the 
most awfuI cry that ever pierced· .t;he 
si1ence of ea,rth. And Christ uttered it 
because it wa,s actually true. He cried 
with a 1oud vo.ice, showing stren,gth 
and intense suf.fering. The loudness, of 
His cry proved that His physical ene,r­
gies were stihl far from bei[l'g exhaust-

INTERNATIONAL SERIES 

ed. When He died, He l,aid &own His 
life of Hims·elf. He suxirendered His 
life; it was not taken firom Him. 

Confession, Mark 15:37-39 
Christ died at thr,ee o'clock in the 

afternoon, thUJS end1ing for Him not 
only pa,in and agony, but ,a:lso insult 
and outrage. The Roman cenrturion, 
who was ·in ,charge of the execution, 
was tremendous'1y impressed by the 
heroic •and maj eshc bearing of C:hrtist 
J,esus and by the supernatura!l accom­
paniments of His death. Because His 
death wa-s so differe1nt f.rom all others 
he had witness·ed, it is no wonder that 
the ·centurion readily a,cknowledged 
that Ohr,ist was the Son 'Of God. 

When Ohrist died the ·curfain or veil 
hanging in the tempJe was, split from 
top to bottom. This· was not the act of 
men or ·man, but i,t was God's, dodn,g. 
11his rent veiil ind'icated that the arms, 
of God the Father have been opened· to 
receiv•e aU who wiill truly believe onr 
the crucified Saviour. The crucified, 
buried, ,and ,risen Christ wHl save ev -
eryone who wiH believe on Him. ■ 

Serving In Supportive Roles 
There is a tendency to overlook those 

Ohr,istians who serve unostentatiousJy 
and f,aithfuHy behind the scenes in sup­
portive ,roles, and to praise thos1e who 
occupy the positi'Ons• of PTOminence. 

Ananias served in 
a supportive role 

Acts 9:10-17 
S.aw ·of Ta,rsus, became ,an influential 

leader in the movement to exterminate 
Christianity. He secured Jegal permis­
sion to •go to Damascus, where some 
Christians had taken refuge, to ar,rest 
them and' br,ing them to Jerusalem foT 
tri-al. Ere he reached' Damascus, ,a bril­
liant iight .blinded' him to the world 
about him. Phy,sica11ly overcome, he fell 
to the ground ,and inquired, "Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?" Christ 
to,ld him to go into Damascus and the 
desired' information would be given to 
him. At·tend'a-nts led' Saw into the city, 

· and there he rested in the house o,f 

Judas for three days, during which he 
remained sightless. 

Ohrist commanded' Ananias, who was 
the Lord',s man in the right p1'ace at the 
proper time, to go to the hous1e of Judas 
and inquire for Saul. Ananias· was' fea,r­
ful that Saul might stHl be a worker 
of iniquity, but when Christ as'Sured 
him that he was, no longer His enemy, 
he was perfedly wi!Hing to. go and do 
as the Master dkected. 

Beautiful indeed wa,s that scene when 
Anania-s• betook himself to the house of 
Judas, was ,admitted to the room of 
Saul, ;i,n Christian obedience and love 
approa·ched the arch-pei-secutor, genhly 
placed his hand on him in brothedi­
ness, and with a choice blend of dis­
cretion and devotion said: "Brother 
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, . . . hath 
sent me." · 

Ananias ministered to Saul in a great 
way - in the restorati-on of his sight, 
in •leading him into that glorious· ex-
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pel'ience pf being endued with the pow­
er o~ the Ho-ly Spirit ,in prepara-tion for 
sery~ce, and, in baptizing him. Mer 
eatmg, and be'in,g strengthened ·thereby 
,s~u~ JJ:reached his, first sermon fo; 
Chnst ·lJil the Jewish s,ynago,gue in Da­
mascus, which wasi the most dif.fo:iu:it 
place for :him to witness for the Sa'V-
10ur. His hearers were •amazed' 'and' con­
founded •as ,they lds-tened to this- fuirmex 
hater ?f Christ and His fo[fowe:rs pre­
sent his proof of the deity of Christ. 

Barnabas served in 
a supportive role 

Acts 9:23-30 
Latex Saw returned to Damascus, to, 

en·coura,ge and •comfurt the Ohristians. 
The :Jews plotted his des1iruciiion, and 
wat<?hed·. diiUgentJy for ·ain· opportunity 
to kiill. hl!Illi, but he h 1id f.rom hli:s wouid'­
be as~ass'ins. With oo'1d'iers surrounding 
the ci:ty 1and! watching tJhe · gates day 
and _irnght, Ms death seemed' inevitable. 
~n mvenitive genius Sl\l,g,gested they 'let 
'mm out or a window in the house on 
top of ,tihe waiJJ, m· which he was hiding, 
and _ lower him to the •ground on ,the 
outside of the waH in a basket. 

When, at length, Sa'll'l returned to 
Jerusall.em and attempted' to join the 
com]:)a?,y of Christians there, they were 
SUSipl·~ious, and' afraid of him. There was, 
certa•mly a measure of justifJcatdon for 
theiT attitud1e toward him. It was only 
natur:al for them to think ,that his, pro­
fess·ed conver,sion was· Oillly ,a trick, and 
that he was, merely gathering evidence 
to be used in the s1'ay,ing of other 
Ohristians. They had not forgo-t-ten his 
r~rmer a-thltude and! adions', whioh m­
d'l,cates the fact that an evil past record 
may fon·g overshadow •the pathway of 
a ChTis'tian. · 

In the meantime, Barnaba'S, one of 
the 11;ost lo_vable Christians, of that day, 
had mveshgated' Saul's1 experience on 
~he road to Da•mascus 1andi had found 
i:t to, be genuine. He also dis'COVeTed 
that SaUJl had' marvelous •and unlimited 
poss,ibi,hlties as a witiness, for Christ In 
a most goodous manner Barnrabas, c~me 
forward and vouched fur him to the 
Chri'Siti,an brethren. Because of their 
con.f,i:dence in. Barnabas, the members· 
oH·11;e chur~h i_n: J erus~lem immediately 
ad'IDltted him mto thei,r :lielllowship. 

Saw c~av_ed t1he compantlon'S'hip of 
ot~er Christrans, ,and for a few days he 
enJoyed a blessed fellowship with his 
brethren in J erus1alem. Daily and, boJd­
ly he preached the gospel of Christ to 
the Greek-speaking JeW'S, •there, but it 
was· not long until they began, to d'evise 
way_s to sliay h-im. His brethren in 
~hris,t recogillized1 that hds, Hfe was in 
Jeopardy,, fea,red, for Iris, Hfe, and re­
quested him to deparl with them to 
Oa~s'area, whiich he diid: without hes-i­
tatmn _or prote·st, and from there they 
sent him back to, Tarsus. 1111' a Ch,rist­
like spirit he demonstrated his wd1'1-ing­
ness to 1go 'away for the good of the 
caus•e of Christ. ■ 
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■ Church Design, Remodeling or Redecorating. 
Let u~ help. Latest samples in carpeting 
~raperies, baptisteries, lighting and furnish~ 
mgs brought to your church. Call J. E. De­
signs, 3529 Dixie Highway, Erlanger, Ken­
tucky. Ask for Russ. 606-342-8000. 

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS 
Prices to satisfy every preference and need 

AIR 
CONDITIONED 

Western Recorder: 
PARKING 

AREAS a necessity for mission­
minded churches 

1310 s. 
THIRD 
Phone 634-3628 

149 
BRECKINRIDGE 

LANE 
Phone 196-0349 

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE 
LoallVille. KenlucQ' 

Memben: Kenhltll:J' Pa.ntnl Dlrtetol'I Barbi AuoelaUcua 
llembtn: Na&loll&l Sel~led Monlclam b,- lnvUatlon 

, SPIRES -=- ,·, LIGHT 

Lee E. Cralle Co. 
Funeral Home 

LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President 

PHONE 

'. 

634-3646 e 634-3647 

1330 South Third Street 

Louisville, Ky. 

HERBERT C. CRALLE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Edwin R. Hillock, Pr'!sident . 

Wallace C. Hatler 

Express Your Opinion 
in 

The Baptist Forum 

Phone 896-8821 

Frankfort and Peterson Avenue 

Louisville, Kentucky 

SIDING AND. TRIM 
► Kaiser-Alcoa-Reynolds, guaranteed Aluminum Sidi~g 

► Cover-all trim with Aluminum Custom Fascia 

► Exterior Vinyl Siding. Guttering and Spouts 

Serving Kentucky and Southern Indiana Home Owners and Churches 

J. W. Colville 

"Satisfaction is our goal" 
SINCE '63 

CALL NOW FOR SPRING 
SPECIALS. FREE ESTIMATE. 

coLVILLE Co 
4320 Crittenden Drive 40209 

368-1388 

• 

Call collect Louisville 502-368-1100 
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REACTIONS TO BUTLER 

Dear Editor: 
I have read and reread the article, 

"Wdll The Real Southern Baptists 
Please Srtand Up," by LaVerne Butler, 
as appea·red on pages three and four­
•teen of Western Recorder, March 9, 
197 4. And I wish to say Anien to all 
of it; because I believe what reail 
Southern Baptists now believe is what 
real Baptists have stood for a,lil. along 
the way, as they endeavored to pre­
serve true relligion in its purity, and 
procure religious liberty at a high cosit. 

I hope that the article has had a wide 
readin,g, and will produce much good. 
I think a message like Brother Butler's 
is much -needed in our day. 

Yes, I wHl stand u;p as •a rea,1 South­
ern Baptist; for that is what I have 
believed ever since I was converted 
and joined a real Southern Baptist 
•chw:-ch 7'3 years· ago. Then, too1 what 
real Southern Baptis,ts bell:ieve i,s, what 
I have tried ·to empihas•ize in my preach­
ing and teaching druring the 64 years of 
my ministry. 

I trust that the number of rea~ 
Southern Baptists whll increase and 
that God whl:l bless their efforts as 
they go foi'WaTd preaching and teach­
ing His· precious Word·. 

Louisville, Ky. W. G. Pot,ts 

Dear Editor: 

I read with ,interest the March 9 arti­
cle by LaVerne Butler entitled "Will 
the Real Southern Baptists Please 
Sfond Up." I was appreciative of this 
ola,rification of his position, especially 
in 1ight of the recent confus-ion re,l,ative 
to the Bapt,ist Faith and Message Fel­
lowship. Certain questions• appear to 
me to be pertinent in light of Mr. But­
ler's, position: 

Mus•t we label each other? 
Must "rea•l Southern Baptists" be in 

precise agreement on every issue? 
Wm a smaH group with a printing 

press presume to determine who ithe 
"real Southern Baptists" are? 

What ever happened to the priest­
hood of the believer? 

Richmond, Va. Edward B. Freeman, Jr. 

Dear Editor: 

I wisih -to thank you for publishing 
the recent article by Brother La Verne 
;Butter. It was the best I have read 
in many days. · 

I liked especiaihly the part where he 
expo:sedi Ha,rry Emerson Fosdick. M:any 
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of our young preachers today quote 
this man, Fosdick that surely don't 
know what his beliefs and unbe1iefs 
rea1ly were. 

We have early church here in New 
Haven and if I hurry home I get to 
hear most of Brother Butler's sermons. 
He s•urely preaches the full gospel with­
out any alterations. How any man 
could' sit under his preaching w1thout 
either becomtng convicted or get.ting 
up •and walking out I can't understand. 
If we had a few preachers of his cali­
ber sca-ttered throughout our nation, I 
don',t believe that we woUJld be •affilri.ct­
ed with the terrible moxal mess we 
are in today. 
New Haven, Ky. H. R. Kees'Y 

ORDAINING WOMEN 

Dear Editor,: 

I have •grown up knowing right from 
WTong but only ,recently :have I known 
the Ghr,istian l,ife (November, 19173) and 
its joys forund in the study of God's 
Word and HiS' love for the world. 

May,be I'm a Christian babe consider­
ing my Httle knowiledg'e of the Bible 
and the sho,rt time since my baptism 
but I'm learning and' the main thing 
I've learned fa, the J:ove of God and not 
to stand .in judgment of others because 
I know not their minds or their trou­
bles. 

And if the tToubles· of the feHowship 
of Kentucky Baptist are such that ~he 
ordination of a woman to the ministry 
d1eal:s such "a serious blow" that it 
,threatens the unity of Kentucky Bap­
tist then Kentucky Baptist •are in trou­
ble. ("Woman 0Tda;i,ned To Ministry," 

. Western Recorder, March 2, 1974, page 
6.) 

I faH to understand how Mr. Ed­
wards (Letter . to Ed:ttor: Ordaining 
Women - March 9, 19<74, page 5) can 
judge Miss Hargis's ordination as 
"questionable in ·the mind~ of so many 
Baptists," when :a whole co,ngxeg,ation 
saw fit to ordain her. In fact how do 
we know "so man'Y Bapti:st" find this 
action questionable in the :fiirst p}ace. 
Surely Miss Esther HaTgis- woUJld not 
be where she is today ,if God' were not 
leading her. 

It seems to me that tihe total work 
and over-alll. effects of such an action 
woUJld serve to s·t'l'engthe,n the Baptist 
fellow.ship because it shows, us God's 
1eadership ,and the courage of this 
young woman to take a step· beyond 
the u~ual. 
Lou;isvil!le, Kyi. Wayne Dru.en 

Dear Editor: 

Thank you for keeping us, informed 
about the life and action of other Bap­
tists. I d'is1agree with this ungodly act. 
Nevertheless I may be a fanatic but I 
believe the Bible •and in Baptist doc­
trine and' also church discipline. And 
as far as ordaining a woman to preach 
the gospel of ,the Lord Jesus Christ I 
wish our Southern Baptists woUJld wipe 
the dust off the Bible and read Genesis, 
chapter 3 verse 16, and 1st Corintihians, 
chapter 14 verses 34 and 35, and then 
go to 1st Timothy, chapter 3, and let 
me know how this young lady can be 
the "husband of one wife" and come 
on down to verse 5 where it s•ay,s "for 
if a MAN know not how to ru:le his 
own house how shaH HE take care of 
tihe Church of God?" . 

My Brother, it say,s a MAN, 'not a 
woman. Go back to 1st 'Dimothy 2nd 
chapter verse 8 through 115. 

M'Y friends, this• is· in the Bible. You 
won't find this in a True Story maga­
zine. 

1st Timothy, chapter 2 verse 12, reads 
like this: "But I suffer not a woman 
to teach nor to usurp authority over 
the man buit to be in silence." 

Eubank, Ky. Dil!lard Phillips, JT. 

Dear Editor:. 
I would 1ike to express my op1n110n 

about a church OT churcheS' ordiainiillg 
women for preachers or deacons. It is 
imposs•ible for a woman to meet the 
qua 1ification to be ,a ·prea·cher or a dea­
con. She cannot be the husband of one 
~ife, and Pawl said in 1st Timo,thy 2·:12, 
but I suffer not a woman to teach nor 

to usurp authority over the man but 
to be in s•Hence." 

Like the writer said in the March 9 
1ssue, "Wi.!11 the real Southern Baptist 
please stand up." This church sho,UJld 
get out of the association or the associ­
ation sihould withdraw feHowsihip from 
them. 
Middlesboro•, Ky. Wayne Morgan 

ABORTION ISSUE 

Dear Ed1tor : 
I do not subscribe t:o Western Re­

corder, but a friend passes his copies 
on ,to me. I have in my hand the issue 
for February lQi carrying the editorial 
titled "Baptis1ts on Abortion." I am 
confused by the stand S·outhern Bap­
tis,ts seem to have taken on ,abortion 
(and ,the Ken,tucky Convention iill a 
mo•re subtle way). I:t seems that some 

(Continued on page 15) 
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abo,rtions constitute murd'er (ki,lling 
babies!) and some . do not. If kHlinig 
babies is murder, who woutl.d dare draw 
a · line between a killing 1ibat is wrong 
and a killing that is right? 

The following iJs copied from the 
resolution composed and offered by the 
Southern Baptist Convention as the ed­
itorial states it : 

"Be it further resolved, That we can 
upon Southern Baptists ·to work for 
le~islation that win allow tihe possi­
bHity of abortion under such condi­
tions as rape, incest, clear evidence of 
severe fetatl. def·ormity, ,and carefu!Hy 
ascertained! evidence of the Iiketl.ihood 
of damage to the emotional, mental, 
and phys:icaI hea-lth of the mother." . 

What confuses· me is, what deter-
. mines when "ki-Hing babies" becomes 

anything but murder? Is not a baby 
conceived by -the act of rape as muClh 
a human being as one honorably con~ 
ceived within the bounds, of wedlock? 
(Or an inbred baby, or a ·badly de­
formed one, or one, <the birthing of 
which may cosit its mother's Hfe or 
mental equilibrium.) Who among US· 

would be happy with a Iaw giving to 

doctors (or anyone els·e) the privi[ege 
(or even making it mandafory!) of ki1hl­
ing at birth or there-aftex aH babies• of · 
the above-mentioned descriptions? 

All babies are human. Deliberately 
killing a human being is murder. Just 
where then does the SBC sitand on the 
question of abortion? 

Campbells,viHe, Ky. Carrie L . Warf 

GOD'S WORD 

Dear Editor: 

I,n thinking ·of the letter published 
in ·the Western Recorder, March 2, 1974, 
written by John H. Adams titled "All 
B~bles are Living," I believ·e referring 
to any version of the Bible asi "Living" 
is a stereotype that doesn't do justice 
to the desired results of reading God's 
Wordi. 

It is my .opinion tihat no mere version 
of the Bible "lives" except through the 
lives of the ,readers,. Too much att en­
tion of aniy particular vers<ion can 
amount to the worllhip of a l;>ook in­
stead of God who inspired the writiing 
,of the Bible. 

VaHey Station Mrs. Robert W. Auton 

Southwestern, Adopts Record Budget 
Condud•ing a two-day, semi-annuail 

meeting in Fort Worth, Texas, .recently, 
trustees ait Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary adopted a record bud­
get of nearly $4 miHion, completed a 
reo•r~anization of the adlministr·ative 

Pictured is the front portion of a new 
$800,0·oo Children's Center recently ded­
icated at Southwestern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. The 
center, .which will serve over 200 pre­
school age children, was made possible 
through a $750,0·00 anonymous gift. 
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st•aff and acted on '1:he tenure of sev­
eral of the seminary's staff. 

A recoxd $3.97 million budget was 
approved fo.r the 19174-75 term. The 
new budget represents a 16 percent !in­
crease over the current budget. 

The trustees completed a reorga'li1iza­
tion of the administrative st-aff be-gun 
las,t year. At -that time they created 
three of fouT new div~sions: adminiis•­
t:rative affa•irs, academic affairs and 
busiines•s ,affairs. 

Action during their spring mee,t:i.ng 
saw the completion of that reor,ganiza­
tion wHh the formation of •a student 
affairs division. 

Named as• dean of · situ dent affairs, 
beginning June 1, was Fel,ix Gresham'. 
who has served siince 1955 ,as· dfrector 
of •admissiions•. 

The dean of student af:fa,irs Tesponsi­
bilitiesi wi1H include the direct ion of 
student aotiivi.Ues, s1tudent counse[ing, 
sit~dent loians, grants in aids, s•cholaT­
ship assistance and the worilc of the 
d1ean of men and the dean of women. 

The trustees alS'o affirmed an ear.Uer 
adion in which seminary pres1id'ent 
Robert E. Nay,~or was• asked to continue 
aS' pres,id'ent beyond! his 661th year. They 
expressed "unquaJ.,ified confiidence in 
his. leadership" and set ·a compulsory 
ret'lrement for the president at age 70. 

Three faculty memhers- wer e granted 
t~nure. They were Virginia Seelig, as­
sistant professor of voiice; Hazel Mor­
ris, assis,tanit professor of -childhood ed­
ucation ; and Dav,id D'Amico assisitant 
professor of •church history. (B:P) 
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Finance 
Record 

Committee Approves 
$5 .6 Million Budget 

A new ,three-tiered ·budget proposal 
wHil be presentted to members of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention Execu­
tive Board w:hen they ·convene for their 
srprin•g meetin,g, May 13-14. 

This decision was madle dm,inig a 
two-day ses•sion of the ·board's finanJCe 
committee meeting :iJn Mid(hl~own 
Miarc'h 14-15. 

The pro,posa·l ,cahls for a record $5,-
200,000 operating bud'get ,plus an addli.­
tionail $400,000 for capital needs,. This 
brings the total budget goa•l to $5.6 
mihlion. The third tier. is a chahlenge 
budget whtioh specifies that a.fil receiP,ts 
in excess of $5.6 mHlion wiiH be d'is­
·ki!buted to Southern Baptist Conven­
tion causes. 

The $5.6 mil!lion budget goal repr-e­
selllts an $800,000 increase over the 

1'974-75 approved budget of $4.8 mi-Hion. 
'Dhe 1974-75 budget also specif,ies ib:at 
ai1'1 funds in e~cess of $4.8 mHJJion will 
be u,g,ed for ·capital needs in Kentucky. 

F,ina-nce •committee cihair·man:, Ted 
Sisk, pasitor of Immanueil. Baptist 
Church in Lexfogton, said, "I am ex­
cited ,abouit this new budget. I think 
it does what everyone wants ,to do·. It 
gives U!S' an adequate opera-ting budget, 
aiHows U!S some fJexibility in · capita-I 
needs ,and! cha-hlenges us to db more for 
miss•i"Ons around the world." 

"I bel:ieve we wiH go over tihe top 
with ·it," he declared. 

If approved by the Executive Board, 
the budget goa1s wiH go to, the Ken­
tucky Baiptis,t Convention in session at 
Paducah for frna1l approval. 

Executive secretary F,rank Owen an­
nounced to the member,s of the :f\inance 
committee ·that the cas,e of Liberty 
Bank of Lquis'Vilile against the Ken­
tucky B,aptist Convention has been de­
cided in favor of the convention but 
has been a-ppea·led. The suit concerned 
annual payments• which- Ken,tu,cky 
Southern College was receiving from 
the convention before the cohlege dosed 
and became pa,rt of the University of 
Louisville. The University of LouisviHe 
assumed ahl the assets and' HabH'ities 
of Kentucky Southern. 

When the coihlege cll-osed and was 
taken over •by the University of Louis­
vHle the payments by the convention 
were stopped on the g,roundls that the 
commitment was to the coHe·ge and not 
to 1Jhe bank from which Kentucky 
Southern had· borrowed funds, 

Girls In Action Missions Fairs Set The bank •contended that db,cumeillts • 
· sagned by convention ,and ,coUege off,i­
ciails entihled it to the fund's promis·ed 
to Kentucky Southern.. The amount in­
volveq.. was $n,110.oo a year. 

Mission careers wrn be the focus· of 
sdx Girls in Action Fairs this• year. 
Three of the fairs wi11 be this spring, 
and three others in ,the failil, according 
to Jan Everett, acting Girls• in Action 
director for Kentucky WMU. Forei•gn, 
home and s,tate missionaries w;i,11 be at 
each fair. 

'l'lhe dates and places for ,the Gdds· in 
Action Fairs are: 
April 20---•Buena Vista Baptist Church, 

Owensboro 
May ~CampbeHsvi1le Baptist Cihureh 
May 11-First Baptist Church, Middlesi- · 

·boro 
September 21-Second Baptist Church, 

Hopkinsville 
September 28-Latonia Baptist Church 
October 5 - Irene Cole Memorial 

Church, Prestonsburg. 

Southern Seminary 
Enrollment Goes Up 

,Spring enro1Lment at The Southern 
Baptist Theofogical Seminary increased 
for the twelfth consecutive year as each 
of the semina,ry's three sichools giained 
s,tudents. 

Enro!Mment for the spring 1974 term 
is 1,219, compared to 1,149 last yea,r. 

'Dhe "largest increase was evidenced 
in the school of theology with 20 per­
cent more students registering this 
term as compared · to last year. The 
school of church- music increased' by 12 
percent ·and the schoo-1 of relligious ed­
ucation gained eight percent. 
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Each fair begins at 11:00 a.m. and 
closes at 2·:00 p .m. Registration is· lim­
ited to third, fourth, fifth . and sixth 
grade girls and thei!r leaders•. GA lead­
ers shouid ,send $1.00 for each par,tici­
pant to: WMU Office, Box 43433, Mid­
dletown, Kentucky 40243·. Registration 
fee covers lu,nch and a-11 activities•. 

In other action, the finance commit­
tee rev,iewed the audits for •aH of the 
Kentucky Baptis•t •institutions• •and, a-geni­
cies. This is •an ,annual respoi11S1ibHity of 
the finance committee.' 

NEW CHURCH CONSTITUTED - On March 10 Lancer Baptist Church in Pres­
tonsburg was constituted. Irene Cole Memorial Baptist Church first sponsored the 
mission 25 · years ago under the leadership of Lloyd W . Benedict, for whom one 
of the currently operating missions of Irene Cole is named. Participating in the 
service were, left to right, Lee Caudill, pastor of the newly constituted · church; 
Lloyd W . Benedict and Larry O'Bryan, both former pastors of the church; Ira 
McMillian, former pastor of Irene Cole ; and W. D. Jaggers, present pastor of 
Irene Cole Baptist Church. 
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