


Akers Miss Craig

What was called a successful year in
youth Bible events concluded April 27
with the state Bible Explorers Drill at
Severns Valley Baptist Church in Eliz-
abethtown. Earlier the Youth Bible
Drill and the Youth Speakers Tourna-
ment were held at Cedarmore Baptist
Assembly.

James Whaley, director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention church train-
ing department, called the year success-
ful partially because of the increased
number of participants. All together
152 Kentucky Baptist youths survived
church and associational competition
to qualify for the state finals.

A total of 65 young people, grades

4 to 6, were declared state winners in
the Bible explorers drill. This means
that each child had four or less mis-
takes during the 24 calls in the final
event. X

Four of the 65 winners were honored
for the fourth consecutive year. They
were: Janice Craig, Oaklawn Baptist
Church in West Union Association;
Melissa Boland and Donna Roberts,
both of Immanuel church in Elkhorn
association; and Donald Akers, Severns
Valley church in Severns Valley asso-
ciation. !

John Taylor of Cadiz Baptist Church,
Cadiz, took top honors in the Youth
Speakers Tournament. Second place
went to Willie Dean Varnadore of

Knoxes Creek Baptist Church in Lymn.

association.
Taylor’s topic was titled “Really Lis-
ten and Look” and dealt with parent-

Miss Roberts Miss Boland

child relationships. :

Winner of the Youth Bible Drill was
David Courtney of First Baptist Church
in Arlington. Anna Kay Austin of
Buena Vista Baptist Church, Owens-
boro, took second place. However, Miss
Austin will represent Kentucky at the
Bible Drill at Ridgecrest Baptist As-
sembly since Courtney will be unable
to attend.

Miss Austin will join John Taylor
at the Ridgecrest Conference Center
for the second church training week
emphasis beginning July 13.

Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT
\.

“’Serry, my mama says we don’t want any!”’

to the saints”—Jupe 3
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State Bible Explorers Drill Held
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“Is there hope?” is a question one
hears rather frequently these days. It
may be asked in relationship to our
economy or political process. It may be
asked in terms of religious despair. It
may be asked in relationship to some
human dilemma. That dilemma may be
the loss of a loved one, the break up
of a family, the crises of financial loss,
a problem of guilt, or a decision that
will greatly effect one’s future.

The Biblical witness is an affirma-
tion that there is hope. The days were
dark for Israel personally and as a ma-
tion when Ezekiel was called to be a
watchman for Israel. Chapter 37 re-
cords his vision of dry bones. The peo-
ple were saying “Our bones are dried
and our hope is lost....” (verse 11).
In the midst of this despair, Ezekiel
had a word of hope.

Some years ago in an updating pro-
gram, a student asked Wayne Oates
“If you were a pastor today, what
theme would you emphasize?”. “I
would emphasize hope” was his quick
response. Is not hope the Christian’s
message? Is this not what the resur-
rection is all about? Is mot this the
word we need to hear today?

“There is mever a day so dreary,

There is never a night so long,
' But the soul that is trusting Jesus
Will somewhere find a song.”

In my pilgrimage, I have discovered
that hope begins to emerge when I
can own my problem. It is like saying,
“I have sinned, forgive me.” Hope is
strengthened when I find a friend who
will hear me, accept me and probe with
me for solutions. Hope is further
strengthened when I discover that
there are alternatives. I don’t have to
stay the way I am.

The terms we use in relationship to
being a Christian all emphasize the
element of hope. Conversion, reconcili-
ation, forgiveness, etc., are terms that
say by God’s help we can change. I am
glad that in my ministry I can speak
about good news. Namely, the good
news of HOPE. “God is faithful” is the
theme of Hebrew (6:13 ff). The writer
builds a solid argument for the faith-
fulness of God and then concludes
“Which hope we have as an anchor of
the soul, both sure and steadfast,...”
(verse 6). [~ |
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ON 30TH ANNIVERSARY —

Memories Haunt

Beaches Of Normandy

By W. C. Fields
Director, Baptist Press

On warm days children frolic on the beach at Arro-
manches-les-Bains on the Normandy coast of France.
When the tide is out, horsedrawn carts race up and
down the flats.

Nearby the hulk of a warship rusts in the sand.
Offshore the tumbled remains of an artificial harbor
named by Winston Churchill, “Mulberry,” lies in wreck-
age.

This peaceful fishing village was at the center of
the most massive amphibious military assault in human
history.

Onshore facing the English Channel a museum com-
memorates the apocalyptic events of 30 years ago, D-
Day, June 6, 1944, the Allied invasion of Hitler's “For-
tress Europe.”

The battle which began that day has taken its place
beside Waterloo, Hastings, Thermopylae Pass and some
others, as a major turning point in human affairs.

At precisely fifteen minutes past midnight on that
fateful date Operation Overlord began. At that moment
a few specially chosen pathfinders stepped out of their
planes into the moonlight over Normandy.

They marked the drop zones for American and Brit-
ish paratroopers and infantry in over a thousand planes
and gliders that quickly came behind them.

Airborne troops fought desperately in the darkness
that night. St. Mere Eglise on the Contentin Peninsula
became the first French town liberated by the Ameri-
cans. In the battle there one paratrooper’s chute caught
on the church steeple and he dangled for two hours in
full view of the fierce fighting going on around the
town square below.

In the British sector, two paratroopers landed in
error on the lawn of a German general who demanded
of them, “Where have you come from?” One of the cap-
tured British replied calmly, “Awfully sorry, old man,
but we simply landed here by mistake.”

During the hours before dawm over 2,400 U.S. and
Royal Air Force bombers pounded ground installations.
A naval bombardment{ rocked shoreline gun implace-
ments.

Simultaneously, over 5,000 ships, the greatest ar-
mada the world has ever witnessed, maneuvered off-
shore. They carried a quarter of a million soldiers and
sailors,

Fast of Arromanches for 25 miles were the three
British and Canadian zones — Gold, Juno and Sword.
Westward for 35 miles were the two American zones —
Omaha and Utah,

At 6:30 a.m. the first wave of troops waded ashore
through artillery and machine-gun fire, through beach
“hedge-hogs” and land mines.

The Ist and 29th Americans Divisions at Omaha
Beach fought desperately during the day and reported
that they were “hanging on by their toenails.”
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At St. Laurent, Vierville-sur-Mer, and Colleville the
issue was often in doubt. Monuments there today me-
morialize the daring of the invaders. Allied casualties
were more than 10,000 in the first 24 hours.

All along the coast are formidable limestone cliffs
which were topped by German coastal guns. At Pointe
du Hoc where the cliffs rise to dizzy heights stands
now a granite spire honoring a group of American
Rangers led by Lt. Col. James Rudder who scaled the
precipices with hooks and ropes to get at the German
pillboxes at the top. The scars of battle here are still
quite visible throughout the area.

Farther west, the 4th American Division landed on
bloody Utah Beach to link up with the 82nd and 101st
Aiirborne' troops.

Behind the first waves of troops the Allies had ready
39 divisions with nearly three million troops and 16,000
planes.

The Germans had 65 divisions including reserves
extending back to Germany, also a Luftwaffe which
had been virtually driven from the skies. :

Field Marshal Erwin Rommel, the German comman-
der of the “Atlantic Wall,” had said to an aide on April
22, “The first 24 hours of the invasion will be decisive
...it will be the longest day.” He was exactly right.
The battle was grim, but decisive. The days of Nazi
rule were numbered. At the end of June Rommel re-
ported that his casualties for the month were “28 gen-
erals, 354 commanders and approximately 250,000 men.”

Eleven months after D-Day Hitler committed suicide
in the rubble of Berlin and the vaunted “Thousand
Year Reign” of Naziism was over.

But much death and destruction lay in wait along
the way to Berlin.

The visitor to this beautiful western quarter of
France is continually sobered by reminders that thou-
sands of men on both sides died too young in the apple
orchards and green pastures of Normandy.

Battle fields are places of tragedy. Anywhere, they
speak of man’s failures, not his successes. They mark
in carnage and blood the breakdown of civilization it-
self. They testify to some momnstrous deficiency in the
affairs of men.

On the Normandy coast of St. Laurent there is a
150-acre site given to the USA by France. It is a2 ceme-
tery where rest 9,300 Americans who died in the early

: (Continued on page 15)




Tranquility And Harmony Mark Executive Board Meeting

The Kentucky Baptist Executive Board meeting
on May 13-14 was the greatest. The more often super-
latives are used the more they become meaningless.
In describing persons and evaluating events Baptist
preachers and writers are far too careless in using
superlatives. And so when something truly wonderful
happens there are no words left to characterize it

This brings me to the present dilemma of describ-
ing the Kentucky Baptist Executive Board meeting
last week. This is a business meeting as over against
what we call an inspirational meeting where some
powerful and persuasive speaker lifts our emotions
to the very gates of heaven.

Scripture and prayer are appropriately used in
all Executive Board meetings but the rest of the time
is used to deal with the mechanics, plans and per-
sonnel of a worldwide business enterprise to which
Kentucky Baptists are committed. And this is ‘big
business both by its very nature and size. It involves
the allocation of a total of $4,800,000 next year to
Christian mission work all the way from the Ken-
tucky Baptist Building to the ends of the earth. And
since it is the Lord’s money coming from the offer-
ings given by the Lord’s people, it must be used with
utmost wisdom and integrity.

Our Baptist emphasis upon retaining the control
of affairs in the hands of the people and local church-
es make it more difficult to reach decisions as quickly
and smoothly than if we put the final authority in the
hands of a select few. But all true Baptists believe
the will of God for the people will more likely be
discovered by all his people than a few and the time
and effort involved are worth it.

And so the business of the Executive Board in-
volves the participation of representatives from every
district association in Kentucky. This means about
150 laymen and preachers are involved in carrying
out the will of more than 600,000 Kentucky Baptists
though we admit about 200,000 of these 600,000 donit
know there is such a thing as an executive board and
couldn’t be found to be told if we tried.

The Executive Board regularly meets three times
a year and sometimes in special sessions. In the near-
ly 17 years of attending these board meetings I feel
the spirit of this one was the finest I have ever wit-
nessed. There have been many other good sessions
through the years but none so satisfying as this one.
Many times in evaluating former meetings I have had
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to say, “it was a fine meeting but. . %, or “it was the
best we could do under the circumstances.” I have no
such reservations about last week’s meeting.

This does not mean things are perfect nor that
our problems as Kentucky Baptists have all been
solved. Far from it! We have serious unsolved prob-
lems like the totally inadequate financial resources
to support five schools and colleges. But our honest
facing up to these challenges and the giving up of
selfish interests for the common welfare are most
encouraging.

The secret of such a harmonious and encouraging
meeting lies in dependence upon the Holy Spirit and
many, many hours of laborious preparation. It would
be almost unbelievable to know how many hours were
spent in preparing for these meetings. We have a rela-
tively small paid staff at Middletown to give help
and leadership but the great burden of this task rests
upon pastors and laymen who drive many miles and
spend many hours preparing the recommendations
for the consideration of the board members. These
people and their churches deserve our gratitude.

Being an Executive Board member is not so much
an honor as a difficult task. The task is made more
frustrating because by the time a member learns what
it is all about he is rotated off the board. It is a mir-

- acle and to the credit of the Holy Spirit we do as well

as we do.

On a less serious note let me conclude this editor-
ial. T have believed like most Christians that it pays
to serve Jesus but my faith has been deeply shattered
by an event in connection with the meeting last week.
Even after looking wistfully at the inviting waters of
Dragon Lake I assumed that to serve the Lord meant
for me to sit three hours as a reporter in a committee
meeting Monday afternoon. At the same time I was
sweating in this meeting a good friend skipped part
of his assignment for a spell with Dragon Lake. And
would you believe it? With borrowed fishing equip-
ment, an artificial bait whose name he didn’t even
know and without a boat to fish from he stood on
the bank and pulled in three bass including one larger
than any I have seen come out of this lake in 20
years. I'll not say how much it weighed because I'm
sure it has grown several pounds since it was caught.
But with the psalmist, “I was envious at the foolish
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.”
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A Word Of Wafning And Caution

A reader has called my attention to an unhappy
experience and maybe even a dangerous experience
which could result from a sincere response to a letter
which was used in the Baptist Forum in the May 11
issue of the Western Recorder. The letter was from

~ William Vargas, an inmate in the Southern Ohio Cor-

rectional Facility in Lucasville, Ohio.

The letter was a plea from this inmate for letters
from Western Recorder readers. It was a well worded
and persuasive plea which brought an emotional re-
sponse from me when I read it. I marked it for Bap-
tist Forum use without thinking of some of the possi-
ble ramifications.

One Western Recorder reader reports she once re-
sponded to such a letter and it turned out the inmate
followed up with requests for money and gifts and
even threats if he was refused. She feared her name
and address in the hands of the prisoner could lead
to robbery or other threats of violence after the in-
mate had been released from prison.

Immediately I went back to reread the letter in

A Major Contribution To

One of the crying needs every pastor feels is to
keep informed on developments in Biblical studies
and theological thought. The seminaries offer several
continuing education opportunities which are very
helpful but many pastors cannot find the time or the
relatively small finances to take advantage of these.

A source of contemporary Biblical and theological
studies which a pastor can avail himself of without
going any further than his mail box is the Review and
Expositor, the Baptist theological journal published
quarterly by the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

The spring issue of this journal now available deals
with Biblical inspiration and interpretation, one of
the most important and most devisive issues among

light of the warning from the reader and it had the
smoothness and emotional appeal of a professional
con man. I’ll not take the trouble to find out for cer-
tain unless another reader reports an unhappy experi-
ence from responding to the inmate’s letter.

In the meantime I would not recommend response
to the plea of the prisoner and I will not use such a
letter again without checking with the prison chap-
lain or another responsible person who knows the
prisoner.

Incidentally, this gives occasion for caution about
responding to the many free offers made by radio and
television preachers. The purpose behind free offers
ic mainly to get a mailing list and once you are on
the list you will receive communications from then
on with appeals for financial support. If this is what
you want, respond to the free offer but be prepared
for these regular appeals through the mail. I don’t
respond to such offers because I know charlatans who
have gotten rich from radio appeals to sincere but
misguided hearers.

Current Baptist Thought

Southern Baptist today. The choice of authors and
articles for this issue is nothing less than terrific.
Among these is a dialogue on the interpretation of the
Scriptures between Carl F. H. Henry, editor-at-large
of Christianity Today and Midwestern Baptist Semi-
nary Professor Morris: Ashcraft. Another dialogue is
between Southern Seminary Professor Eric Rust and
Christianity Today Editor Harold Lindsell on the
Biblical faith and modern science.

Pastors and laymen interested in the current
thought of evangelical Christians on Biblical inspira-
tion and interpretation could find so much for so
little nowhere else. The annual subscription rate is
$5.00. A single issue is $1.50. The address is Review
and Expositor, 2825 Lexington Road, Louisville, Ken-
tucky 40206.

with the Baptist Faith and Message
Fellowship, nor with the movement in
Florida headed by Mr. J. C. Caruthers.
I do not belong to either group per-
somally. ‘ ]
Neither I nor others involved in Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary

MID-AMERICA SEMINARY
ANSWERS

Dear Editor:

I have just read your editorial of
March 30, 1974, with a great deal of
interest. I-believe this is the third time
you have referred to us in an editorial.
I wrote you a letter after the first one,
making some corrections in what was
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said, and probably should have written
after the second. I really thought you
might discover your error.

In the editorial of March 30, I no-
ticed that again you put us with the
Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship.
Let me assure you that Mid-America
Baptist Theological Seminary has no
relationship, I repeat, no relationship

have ever said that we plan to try to
get more of those who think like we
do on boards of trustees of seminaries
and other agencies. This has newver
been our intention. We are trying to
train men who meed training for ser-
vice in local Baptist churches and on
mission fields. The only claim we have

(Continued on page 14)




Staff Changes

William E. Day has resigned the pas-
torate of Oakland Baptist Church,
Bowling Green, to accept the call of
First Baptist Church, Hollywood, Cali-
fornia. Day attended Southern Semi-
nary and is a graduate of Georgetown
College. He is presently serving on the
historical committee of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention. Day was recently
selected to appear in the 1974 edition of
Who’s Who Of Outstanding Citizens
Of America.

Third Baptist Church, Owensboro,
has called James Austin to serve as
minister of music. The South Carolina
native has earned the bachelor of mu-
sic degree from Stetson University and
the master of music degree from Con-
verse College in South Carolina. He
also has done partial work toward the
doctoral degree at Southern Seminary.

He is currently wassociate professor
of voice at Carson-Newman College,
Jefferson City, Tennessee, where he
has been since 1970.

First Baptist Church, Morganfield,
hag called Dale Hottle, a: recent gradu-
ate of Southern Seminary, to serve as
minister of music and youth. He is
presently serving in the same position
at West Salem Baptist Church in Sa-
lem, Indiama. He taught school for five
years before entering the seminary
where he was awarded the master of
music degree last year.

James Hightower, pastor of Antioch
Baptist Church in the Sulphur Fork
Baptist Association, has resigned to ac-
cept the call of the Southside Baptist
Church in Richmond, Indiana. He plans
to 'do graduate work in a nearby semi-
nary while pastor there.

Robin Oldham, a native Georgeton-
ian, has been mnamed coordinator of
communications and foundations
at Georgetown Col-
lege.

He has served for
two years as an
admissions coun-
selor at the college
previous to assum-
ing the new posi-
tion. Oldham has
earned the bachelor
and master degrees
from the college.
RS He and his wife,
Oldham the former Jeana
Cook, are members of Faith Baptist
Church in Georgetown:.
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Miss Ruth Ellen Stanley, director of
support services of Glen Dale Chil-
dren’s Home, has resigned to take a
positionn with the Hardin Memorial
Hospital, effective May 24.

Miss Stanley began full-time employ-
ment with the Child Care board in
February of 1956. She was empiloyed
by then superintendent C. Ford Deus-
ner as assistant superintendent. Prior
to that time she taught in the Beaver
Dam public schools for seven years.

She is a graduate of the former Beth- .

el Womans College and Western Ken-
tucky University. William E. Amos, ex-
ecutive director of the board of child
care said of Miss Stanley, “Her spirit
of commitment to the task of child
care through these years will be missed
in this agency. We are pleased, how-
ever, that she is staying in the Hardin
County area.” i ‘

Malcolm Hester has resigned as pas-
tor of Providence Baptist Church, ef-
fective May 26, to accept the call of

Mt. Hope Baptist Church in Crane Hill,
Alabama, his mative state.

Cecil G. Irwin, pastor of Greensburg
Baptist Church, Greensburg, has re-
signed to accept the position of chap-
lain at the Veterans
Hospital, Salem,
Virginia. Irwin re-
ported to the hos-
pital recently and
will go to St. Louis,
Missouri, for train-
ing and orientation.

Irwin formerly
served as pastor of
First Baptist

Church, Clay, be-
fore accepting the
pastorate of

Irwin
Greensburg. He has served as a mem-
ber of the committee on committees,
nominating committee, board of Chris-
tian education and the executive board
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention.
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FRANKLIN OWEN
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY-TREASURER, KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

Church
First
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A few weeks ago I wrote this column
on our SBC Mission in Portugal. We
left there just before the revolution
and read about it the day after we
landed in Africa.

I dictated a similar tape on each of
the countries whose Missions we vis-
ited. I paid the air mail rate on them
as each was produced, hoping that their
printing here would continue each
week. Only the one mailed from Portu-
gal has ever arrived. I am concerned
as to what became of the others. If
they were erroneously put on a slow
boat and do warrive, I shall print them
here as they come. They were dictated
on the spot amidst immediate impres-
sions and data at hand.

While we wait for these reports, let
me share a word about the tremendous
importance the foreign missionaries
place upon the establishment and nur-
turing of churches.

When you start a witness to Christ
in a foreign country, with different
culture and other religious beliefs, the
first thing you do upon gathering con-
verts is to establish a fellowship of
believers and call it what Jesus called
it, namely ‘“‘church.” Thus the new be-
lievers are bonded (covenanted) to-
gether in a fellowship that gathers

round the spiritual table of God’s word,
which is the food of their new life and
in which knowledge and ways they
may help each other grow. Such fel-
lowship is the community in which the
believers may be inspired and cove-
nanted and instructed for their new
witness responsibility which Christ
commands, whose Lordship they have
embraced.

People in our country, in which a
more established  Christianity has
found many expressions and who have
somewhat forgotten the critical, prime
importance of the church, need to see
a foreign mission field in places where
the Gospel is being initially planted.
To see these first works of witness to
truth in Christ in environment that is
rooted in other religions is to realize,
as the missionaries do, that to start and
nurture the church comes first. Let us
in a land of more manifold expressions
never forget that the church is the
anchor, that rooted center out from
which the saving Gospel may be pro-
pagated.

A /M&@\
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David W. Forman, a 1972 graduate
of Georgetown College, has been
named director of alumni and public
relations for Campbellsville College.

He served as admissions counselor
for the school since his college gradu-
ation. In his new position Forman will
have editorial responsibility for the
alumni newsletter and will work close-
ly with the alumni association.

He is married to the former Donna
Fisher of Midway. The couple has two
daughters.

George Welch has been called to
serve as pastor of First Baptist Church,
Highland Park, in Louisville. The Mis-
sissippi mative is a graduate of Mid-
western Baptist Seminary and has
served churches in his home state, Illi-
nois and Missouri.

Billy L. Funderburk has joined the

" staff of First Baptist Church, Rich-

mond, as minister of music and youth.
Prior to coming to Richmond, Funder-
burk served as minister of youth at
First Baptist Church, 'Cheyenne, Wyo-
ming. He is a graduate of Hardin-Sim-
mons University, Abilene, Texas, and
has served several Texas churches.

T. L. McSwain is pastor of First Bap-

tist Church, Richmond.

W. W. Johnson, superintendent of
missions of Liberty Association, has re-
signed to accept the pastorate of Elk
Lick Baptist Church, Lewisburg. John-
son served as mod-
erator of Logan As-
sociation in the
1930’s and is now
returning to a Lo-
gan Association
church. Most of his
ministry over the
past 40 years has
been in the pastor-
1 ate although he has
}’. Al served in four loca-

> tions with the Di-

Johnson rect Missions De-
partment of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention.

The Johnson’s have two children.
Their daughter, Joyce Price, is a music
teacher in the Webster County public
school system, Their son, William, is
associate pastor and minister of music
at Lynn Acres Baptist Church in Louis-
ville.

Gilbert Williams has been called as
pastor of Ivory Hill Baptist Church in
Boone Creek Association. He has
served as Sunday School director and
deacon of David’s Fork Baptist Church,
Elkhorn Association, prior to his call
to the gospel ministry. He was licensed
by his home church on April 21, 1974,

Robert A. Curtis, former pastor of
Rosemont Baptist Church in Lexington,
has accepted the call of First American
Baptist Church of South Bend, Indiana.
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Roy L. Puckett, a Kentucky pastor
for over 40 years, has announced his
retirement effective August 31. He will
be available for supply and interim
work after that date.

Puckett has been pastor of Eastern
Parkway Baptist Church in Louisville
since 1944. Before
that he served as
‘pastor at Middle
Creek and Nolynn
Baptist chur-
ches, both: in Sev-
erns Valley Associ-
ation; Richland
Baptist Church,

: Owen County As-

sociation; First

Q‘ Baptist Church, Mt.

Washington, where

Puckett he succeeded W. A.

Criswell as pastor; and J. M. Weaver
Memorial Baptist Church, Louisville.

The Kentucky native has served on
the executive boards of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention and Long Run As-
sociation. He has also held several po-
sitions in the Long Run Association.
He has also served as chairman of the

finance committee, nominations com-
mittee, Baptist Center Advisory com-
mittee and the building committee of
the Baptist Center for the Long Run
Association.

Puckett served as moderator of the
association last year and was previous-
ly assistant moderator, and president
of the executive board.

Three Clear Creek Baptist School
students have recently been called to
pastorates in Kentucky. Robert Earl
Wyatt will serve Liaurel Chapel Baptist
Church, East Bernstadt. Mack W.
White was called by Lothair Baptist
Church, Lothair. Robert D. Moore was
named pastor of the Baptist Center
Mission, a mission of the Porter Me-
morial Baptist Church, Lexington.

Frank DeClue has resigned as pastor
of Earl Street Baptist Church in Hen-
derson to assume the duties as pastor
of Silver Creek Baptist Church in Be-
rea. He is a graduate of Clear Creek
Baptist School and is currently study-
ing with the Luther Rice Seminary in
Florida.

KENTUCKY TRUSTEES — Local trustees from Kentucky met with other mem-
bers of Southern Seminary’s board of trustees when the board met in its annual
meeting to adopt a doctor of philosophy degree and approve five faculty changes.
Baptists’ first seminary, Southern is continuing its increase in student emrollment
for the twelfth year. Shown here with seminary president Duke K. McCall are, from
left to right, trustees James S. Tate, Wayne Dehoney, Ira J. Porter, Damon
Surgener, Joe D. Cross, and John M. Sykes. Seated are Leroy Highbaugh, Jr.,
MecCall, Mrs. Richard Hill, and J. Cleve Iler, III.




LAND, AGING, TORNADO —

Executive Board Takes Ac’rioﬁ

The executive board of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention, meeting May 13-14
at Cedarmore Baptist Assembly, voted
to purchase four acres of ground ad-
jacent to the Baptist Building in Mid-
dletown; assigned the program of min-
istry to aging to James Whaley of the
church training department;
adopted a formula for distributing the
tornado relief funds contributed by
churches in Kentucky.

The four acres of ground are cur-
rently owned by the Kentucky Baptist
Convention board of child care, the
original owners of the present Baptist
Building site. The four acres are bor-
dered by Shelbyville Road, a creek,
Baptist Building property, and the La-
Fontenay apartment complex.

William Amos, executive director of
the child care board, told the executive
board members that he personally
would give his whole-hearted support
to the purchase agreement. He cau-
tioned, however, that only the child
care board of directors could ultimate-
ly decide the issue.

The property in question was ap-
praised at $3,000 per acre value. The
appraisal price was that offered by the
board for the undeveloped land.

The ministry to the aging recommen-
dation came after Glasgow Baptist
Church pastor Curtis Erwin said that
consideration should be given to devel-
oping a program that would utilize the
services of a program consultant on
aging. To move in this direction, Erwin
recommended for the committee that
James Whaley be assigned the program
for coordination through the church
services committee for formation and
implementation.

A formula for distributing tormado
relief funds was presented by the

and °

by Bob Terry
Associate Editor

board’s finance committee. The formu-
la considered the amount of damage
suffered by the church, the amount of
insurance carried by the church, and
gifts received by the damaged church.
The needs of the churches was then
scaled on a one-ten ratio with ten be-
ing the church with the most mneed
and one being the church with the
least need. The total number of points
was then added and divided into the
amount received for relief to determine
the value of each point.

A church then was appropriated the
amount of money indicated by its point

value. Total amount received at the -

state office through Monday, May 20,
was $11,063.07.

Allen West, executive director of
Long Run Association, also reported
that churches in the Louisville area
had contributed over $20,000 to tornado
relief through his office. An additional
$5,000 was channeled through the state
office to Long Run Association. This
sum came from the Home Mission
Board.

In other action, the board voted to
demolish two houses that set on the
future site of the Baptist Student Un-
ion Center on the University of Ken-
tucky campus; approved rate increases
for Cedarmore Baptist Assembly; and
appointed a twelve member committee
to study salaries of church employees
in Kentucky.

James Highland, chairman of the
campus ministries committee of the
board, said the two houses were cur-
rently rented but the income from the
two dwellings barely paid for their
upkeep. He proposed that the homes
be demolished and that a sign be erect-

Board Approves Record Budget

The executive board of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention approved a
record $5.2 million budget to be pre-
sented to the amnual session of the
state convention this fafll.

The approval came during the May
13-14 meeting of the board in session
at Cedarmore Baptist Assembly.

The $5.2 million budget specifies that
32.19% of all undesignated income will
go to causes outside Kentucky. The
other 67.9% will be used to help fi-
nance the work of the convention and
its institutions, agencies and boards.

A unique feature of the proposed
budget is what executive secretary
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Frank Owen referred to as tiers. The

first tier is the $5.2 million budget goal. -

The second tier is a $400,000 capital
needs outlay for Kentucky. The third
tier is funds in excess of the $400,000.
This would be marked for Southern
Baptist Convention causes.

Howard L. Matthews, Utica pastor in
Daviess-McLean association moved to
amend the proposed budget to specify
that 32.19% of the $400,000 second tier
would also go for world mission causes.
However, when the vote came this
amendment received little support.

The budget now goes to the Conven-
tion for consideration when it meets in
Paducah November 12-14.

ties they will be charged more.”

- the Kentucky Baptist Convention and
"Baptist Hospitals,

peoy (| 1r4qi2ys

ed marking the land as the future lo-
cation of the BSU center.

Rates for Cedarmore were increased
in all categories, Kentucky Baptist
Convention events, KBC churches, SBC
events and non-Baptists. However, the
greatest increase will be for mon-Bap-
tist events. A two-dollar difference is
reflected between Kentucky Baptist
Convention events and mnon-Baptist
events. .

_ Arlis Hinson, manager of Cedarmore
Baptist Assembly, said, “We are trying
to put the Cooperative Program dollar
where it belongs, in Baptist events.
Thus, when non-Baptist use our facili-

The program committee recommend-
ed that a twelve-member committee be
appointed to study salary levels for
church employees in Kentucky. The
original recommendation came from
the First Baptist Church of Henderson
asking for a survey of Kentucky sal-
aries. !

The program committee, Curtis Er-
win, chairman, said that a survey
would duplicate work already done by
the Baptist Sunday School Board and
others. They proposed, instead, a com-~
mittee of laymen to study salaries and
perhaps develop some guidelines.

Chairman of the committee will be
Forrest Sawyer, Brotherhood director
for Kentucky. Other KBC staff mem-
bers on the committee will be Byrd
Ison of the amnuity department and
Jesse Stricker of the stewardship pro-
motion department.
~ Each of these men will select three
others who are skilled in personnel
management to form the committee
and report back to the executive board:.

Jesse Bell of Dawson Springs moved
that a three-person committee be ap-
pointed to study relationships between

Incorporated. This
motion came after a presentation by
Baptist Hospital’s president Homer
Coggin who outlined some potential
problems in the area of separation of
church and state.

This committee will be appointed at
a later date by board chairman Henry
Schafer of Owensboro.
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Exec. Board To Study School's Financial Support

A special committee has been ap-
pointed to study and recommend a long
range program for Kentucky Baptist
schools and colleges. The naming of
the committee was approved by the
Kentucky Baptist Executive Board up-
on the recommendation of the board’s
Christian education committee.

The study committee is composed of
five members of the present Christian
education committee plus the presi-
dents of the five schools and the chair-
man of the Christian education com-
mittee. The presidents and the Chris-
tian education committee chairman will
be considered ex-officio members with-
out voting power.

The five committee members are:
Henry Johns, pastor of the Versailles
Baptist Church; Joe Priest Williams,

pastor of the Baptist Tabernacle, Lou-
isville; Richard Walker, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Murray; A. B. Harmon,
director of special education for the
Louisville public schools; and Bill
Whittaker, pastor of First Baptist,
Sturgis.

The committee is to report to the
executive board as early as possible.
It is understood thdt the five commit-
tee members will remain on the com-
mittee until their assignment is com-
pleted even though one or more may
rotate off the Executive Board.

One of the tasks of the committee is
to try to find a fair and equitable for-
mula for division among the colleges
and schools of the available Christian
education funds from the Cooperative
Program. The formula used in past

Hopkins, Mulford Join BSU

The election of two new Baptist cam-
pus ministers was announced during
the May meeting of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention executive board at Ce-
darmore Baptist Assembly.

Don Blaylock, director of the state
campus ministries program, announced
that Ralph Hopking had been elected
to work in the Northern Kentucky area
and Clay Mulford for Eastern Ken-
tucky.

Hopkins, who currently serves as di-
rector of '‘admissions for Cumberland
College, will serve Northern Kentucky
University and Maysville Community
College. At Northern, he will also be
a professor teaching at least one course
in religion each semester.

A graduate of Cumberland College,

" Hopkins has completed all of the resi-

dency requirements for a doctor of
philosophy degree in religion from
Bayilor University. He has been pastor
of churches in Kentucky and Texas and
worked for one year as a teacher in
Ohio.

In 1972, he was listed in Outstanding
Young Men of America.

Mulford is a Georgia native. His as-
signment will include Baptist Student
Union work at six colleges: Alice
Lloyd College and the community col-

. leges in' Ashland, Hazard, Prestonsburg,

Somerset and Cumberland.

For the past two years Mulford has
served as campus minister for the med-
ical complex of the University of Lou-
isville. He is a graduate of Valdosta
State College in Georgia and will grad-
uate from Southern Seminary May .31.

Kindergarfen Workshop Planned

A kindergarten workshop to aid
church members in their understanding
of the preschool program will be spon-
sored by the Sunday School depart-
ment of the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion at Cedarmore Baptist Assembly,
near Bagdad.

After registering at 11:00 am. on
June 7 participants will discuss the
kindergarten program in a series of
conferences until 3:00 p.m. Saturday,
June 8.

Among the topics to be discussed
are: planning the kindergarten day,
using arts and music creatively, reli-
gion in the kindergarten, communica-
tion between the child, worker and
parent, and administering the kinder-
garten and day care programs.

MAY 25, 1974

_sociate,

Conference leaders include Bill Hal-
bert, weekday early education consul-
tant, church wadministration depart-
ment, Baptist Sunday School Board,
Nashville; Mrs. Doris Rouse, author,
Church  Weekday Early Education
Teacher’s Guide and kindergarten
teacher, Nashville; Al Washburn, in-
structor of preschool music, Southern
Seminary, Louisville; Mrs. Helen
Smith, director of preschool and chil-
dren’s work, Parkland Baptist Church,
Louisville; and Mrs. Betty Allnatt, as-
Sunday. ‘School department,
KBC, Middletown.

Reservations for the workshop
should be mailed to Arlis Hinson, Ce-
darmore Baptist Assembly, Bagdad,
Kentucky 40003.

years has been abandoned ‘and the
committee admits the recommended
allotment for the 1974-75 year were
arrived at without full information
from all the schools. However, a sin-
cere effort was made to move toward
a more equitable distribution.

The anticipated funds for operation
of our schools and colleges in 1974-75
is $664,712, Of these Georgetown Col-
lege will receive $210,126 (31.6%),
‘Cumberland College $199,911 (30.1%),
Campbellsville College $134,375
(20.2%), Oneida Institute $45,000
(6.8%), Clear Creek $64,000 (9.6%) and
the Scholarship Fund $11,300 (1.7%).

The enrollment figures of the schools
for 1973-74 were given as Georgetown
1,056; Cumberland 1,627; Campbells-
ville 647; Clear Creek 201; and Oneida
258.

Other congiderations used in the rec-
ommended allotments were endow-
ment, alumni and other gifts, indebt-
edness, total operations budget, tuition,
allocation per student, major capital
needs, teacher salaries, teacher educa-
tional level, number of faculty mem-
bers, faculty-student ratio and outlook
for operational deficit.

The guidelines for the Christian ed-
ucation committee provides for the
securing of help and counsel from rec-
ognized authorities in the field of Bap-
tist schools and colleges. Calvin Perry,
chairman of the Christian education
committee and ex-officio member of
the special committee, indicated such
might be sought.

HONORED — Jesse Stricker, left, re-
ceived an Ezxecutive Stewardship Ad-
visor citation during the recent meeting
of the KBC executive board. The cita-
tion was prepared by the SBC Steward-

 Ship Commission and presented by

Frank Owen, KBC executive secretary,
center. Also listening as Stricker ex-
presses appreciation for the honor is
state president Henry Schafer of
Owensboro.




a line from Chicago to St. Louis and
over to Norfolk, Virginia, you’d take
in about one-sixth of the land area of

Outgoing SBC President

(A Baptist Press interview with Ow-
en Cooper, president of the Southern
Baptist Convention, 1972-74. Cooper is
a retired industrialist from Yazoo City,
Mississippi.) :

Q—What in your view are the great-
est accomplishments of Southern Bap-
tists during the past two years?

A-The fact that Southern Baptists
for the third consecutive year have
baptized more than 400,000 people is
a noteworthy accomplishment. We had
an all-time high in the number of for-
eign missionaries under appointment.
We are maintaining the same number
of home missionaries. With the excep-
tion of one year, we've had the great-
est enrollment in.our seminaries we’'ve
ever had. The income last year in ag-
gregate was over $1.2 billion.

On intangible accomplishments, one
of the things most pleasing is the grow-
ing interest of laymen to become mean-
ingfully involved in the total denomi-
national program, not just in the local
church but beyond that.

And I see a quest on the part of
many Baptists to try making a greater
place in their lives for the Holy Spirit.
I think this is needed in Southern Bap-
tist life...that we should make a
greater place for the direction and
leadership, filling, power and strength
of the Holy Spirit.

Q—What do you think will be the
key issues at the SBC meeting in Dal-
las, June 11-13?

A—The matter of evangelism and
missions is going to be paramount in
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Views Past Two

the minds of the people. It is my un-
derstanding that a motion will be pre-
sented to take the evangelism division
out of the Home Mission Board. I
think also there is going to be a mo-
tion that will have something to do
with the ordination of women as dea-
cons or ministers. I don’t kmow what
form it will be in, but I have been in
communication with one man who says
he intends to make such a motion  on
women. I have an idea it will be de-
bated. 3

I would hope there are enough “is-
sues” to maintain interest but not
enough to push us off into any .acri-
monious debate.

Q—What about the controversy be-
tween so-called conservatives and SO-
called liberals among Southern Baptists
with reference to the «Baptist Faith and
Message” statement adopted by the SBC
in 1963? Should Southern Baptists be
greatly concerned about this, especially
in light of the Concordia Seminary and
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod comn-
troversy?

A—Basically, 99.44 percent of South-
ern Baptists would subscribe to the
(Baptist Faith and Message) statement
adopted by the convention in 1963. But
that doesn’t mean every one of us will
interpret any verse of scripture just
exactly alike. When we all begin to
‘think exactly alike we are going to
stagnate.

Actually, a “liberal” Southern Bap-
tist in the classical sense is somewhat
of a conservative himself. We just have
varying degrees of conservatism,

A few years ago it was the less con-
servative people who were coming to
the SBC ennual meetings in am O~
ganization and creating quite a little
comment. Now it is the more conserva-
tive people who are coming.

I do mot look at either of these as
threats at all. Those who are less con-
servative among Southern Baptists are
always challenging us to broaden our
horizons and maybe to @ little greater
involvement in social ministries and
programs.

And then there are those who al-
ways call us back to the “fundamen-
tals” of the Bible.

I do not see either of these forces
assuming the proportions that they will
be actually divisive to any substantial
extent among Southern Baptists.

Q—Do you have any regrets about
things that have happened in Southern

Years

Baptist life within the last two vears?
Or do you see any trends in Southern
Baptist life that you don’t like?

A—My biggest regret would be that
Southern Baptists have not become
more meaningfully involved in the pro-
gram of “paconciliation through Jesus
Christ” sponsored by the Baptist World
Alliance. Almost 100 Baptist groups
are involved in the program.

Southern Baptists have the greatest .

reservoir of know-how and techniques
in evangelism and missions of any Te-
ligious body in the world. This isn’t
something we should hoard but should
share with others.

One way to share it is to get in-
volved in the programs that cross de-
nominational lines, such as this one.

I would have wished our baptisms
this year (1973-74) would have exceed-
ed the most. we've ever had. I look
forward to the time when we have
one-half million baptisms. But we're
going to have to work hard on it. The
popullation decline means there will be
fewer children from Baptist families
and homes to baptize in the future.

Q—What hopes do You have for
Southern Baptists’ future?

A—My hope is that we will measure '

up more nearly to our potential. I
think probably Southern Baptists’
greatest enemy is success, not theolog-
ical differences.

My hope is that we will reverse the
trend of giving a smaller proportion
of our income. Ten years ago, we were
giving 2.2 percent of our income, and
the last figure 1 saw we were giving
about 1.9 percent.

We've got to give more to offset
inflation and to expand. -

I also hope we can increase the areas
in which we have missionaries and in-
crease the number of missionaries at
home and abroad. We have the re-
sources and potential to claim the lives
of more people and to send more peo-
ple out as missionaries.

Then I have great hopes for the in-
volvement of multitudes of lay people.
These people are available. We have
80,000 people who retire every year.
Great numbers of students are gradu-
ated from Baptist colleges. I feel that
we should have an “employment agen-
cy” to help graduates find secular em-
ployment in places where they can
gerve Christ.

Amnother hope is that we will go all
out in carrying the gospel to the North-
east section of the country. If you drew
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the country, but one-half of the |

L i people.
And I'm told that 45 percent of those
people are unchurched.

Q—Would you comment on your view
of the Cooperative Program’s role in
:S’ou?hern Baptist life today, particularly
in light of the coming 50th anniversary
of the Caoperative Program in 1975?

A—_My understanding is that of the
undesignated dollar that comes into a
church, ?1 cents stays in the local
c_hmeh; six cents of it goes to the Bap-
tist state convention and three cents
goeg to Southern Baptist Convention
causes.

The ‘Cooperative Program (unifi
budget of Southern Bapt-isé) ﬁillﬁ
proved to be the most effective way of
channeling our support for our mis-
sion agencies and other agencies of the
convention. I think the average church
needs to review its giving through the
Cooperative Program. After all, these
agencies of the SBC and states are just
extensions of the local chunch.

And when the local church cuts the
Cooperative Program, you just reduce
ghe .mu-m'ber and effectiveness of our
oreign or home mission commitmen:
for Christ. Personally, I believe that :
church should give at least 10 percent
to the Cooperative Program. . ’

I trust that by 1975 when the Co-
operaﬁve__Program will be 50 years old,
we will be. giving $150 million that
year through the Cooperative Program
to sustain these great mission and
evangelistic and training agencies of
the Southern Baptist Convention.

@—How much time and travel h
as the
f:g::frn Baptist Convention presidency

A—I made myself available in !
fall of 1972 almost full time for 'btlllli:
task. Before the SBC in Dallas, Mrs.
Cooper and I will have visited each of
the 50 states and we've been on five
continents. I estimate I've been aver-
aging about 400 miles a day.

Q—What are your plans after leavin,
the SBC presidency this year? 8

.A—I w'ﬂl re-retire, and then will re-
view the situation. I am working with

~ the Baptist World Alliance men’s de-

partment, trying to help strengthen
that organization. I am president of the
Pan Arr}erican Union of Baptist Men
and I will be giving more time to that.
I am very much interested in India
and the Lord willing, I hope to partici-’
pate in some programs that will bring
the gospel to more people in India. I
w_1!111 continue serving on the board of
directors of several companies. (BP)
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G s e i e oS Bt o Sl o
memorated the centennial anniversary of Lotti  sallin Mo B
begin her missionary activities in Ch'y e Bl B e et g o
ing. In that story, it w
event was sponsored by Kentucky Woman’s Missi i e et 0
C issionary Union and that ab
persons attended. Both were incorrect. The g me i
Association Woman’s Missionar ion ool a0 b B i
y Union and drew a crowd
Recorder regrets these reportin i L
g errors. Pictured above, left to ri i
state WMU staff, are front row, Mrs. J : L T n
ite _staif, 5 . Durham; Mrs. Ti ie;
William Ellis; Miss Kathryn Jas 's L Mrs 1 e
s per; and Mrs. Grover Willi iati i
dent. In the back row, left to ri i e g
: ; ght, are Mrs. Louise C ile; i
man; Mrs. Byrd Owen, Jr.; and Mrs. Minnie Harriman?rwue’ Mrsydbaes Sl
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES

By H. C. Chiles
(These Lessons for June 2, 1974)

Treating Everyone Right

James 2:1-13

Ingisting that Christians prove the
genuineness of their Christianity by
their lives, James used the expression,
“My brethren,” which had the tenden-
cy of placing them on an equality. He
made it knmown that it is displeasing to
the Lord to favor one Christian above
another because of mere external dif-
ferences. James was careful to recog-
nize Christ as the all-glorious One and
to make Him the center of all glory.
Faith inv Christ, which dis the funda-
mental element in Christianity, should
result in a godly life bringing great
glory to His matchless name.

Faith in Christ and class distinctions

do mnot belong together. Instead of
glorying in men because of their pro-
fessions, possessions, or accomplish-
ments, Christians should love the rich
and the poor alike. Since the Lord is
not a respecter of persons, His follow-
ers certainly ought not to be. Since
Christ was impartial with those with
whom He dealt while He was here in
the flesh, present-day Christians should
refrain from selfish partiality in their
treatment of others.

According to verse nine, it is a sin
to show preferment to any person in
the Lord’s house simply because he or

she has wealth. While the worldly- .

minded prefer outward display to in-
ward spirituality, and therefore court
the special favor of the prominent,
wealthy, and influential, devoted Chris-
tians refuse ‘to yield to this temptation.
"~ Let us now consider James’ reference
to the law. That language naturally
suggests to us the law of Moses, which
was, and still is, @ most remarkable
document. Its commandments contain
the expressed will of God with refer-
ence to His fellowship with His peo-
ple. That law constituted a unit of di-
vine truth which required faithful obe-
dience. Failure to make good in every
point with reference to this law caused
a man to be guilty of missing the mark
of compliance with God’s will, but the
sad thing was the fact that the law did
not have anything with which to re-
move that guilt.

Fellowship with the Iliving Lord,
‘which is the inestimable privilege of
the children of God, will never come
through the law of Moses. That law
only condemns men and sentences
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them to death. There is only one Sav-
jour, the Lord Jesus Christ, and who-
soever believeth on Him shall be saved.
Through placing implicit and’complete
trust in Christ one becomes a new crea-
ture and enjoys a new relationship.
Thereafter, it is truly a joy to give
one’s self unreservedly in loving obe-
dience to his Master.

In answer to a pointed query about
“which is the great commandment in
the law,” our Lord stated that the most

important one had to do with supreme:
‘love for God. The next one in impor-

tance had to do with love for others.
The royal law declares that we must
love our meighbors as ourselves.

In order to shock us and to stop us
from attempting to minimize the sin
of “respect of persoms,” the Holy Spirit
listed it along with the sins of adultery
and murder. He was also careful to
make it clear that all must render an
account for their thoughts, words, and
deeds. Our words and our deeds indi-
cate what is in our hearts and prove
whether or not we belong to Christ.

To prove that we truly have faith in
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Christ, we must produce works as the
evidence of the genuineness of the
faith which we profess. Not only is a
demonstration of love for the children
of God an assurance to our own hearts
that we have become new creatures in
Christ, but it is also a badge of dis-
cipleship whereby others may know
that we belong to Christ. Our love
must express itself, as we have the
opportunity and the ability, by allevi-
ating distress and need. It is not enough
for us to say that we love, but we must
prove it by our deeds. Love is always
demonstrated by helpfulness, and not
merely by an expression of pious good
wishes.

Inasmuch as God was impartial in
His dealings with men, those who are
His children are under obligation to
be impartial, merciful, and just in their
treatment of their fellowmen. Every
Christian should strive daily to treat
everyone impartially and mercifully.
Any who are unmerciful in their treat-
ment. of others have no right to expect
the Lord to deal mercifully with them.

‘ |

The Thessalonian Witness

I Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul, Silas, and Timothy proclaimed
the gospel in Thessalonica and some
received Christ as their Saviour and
united with the church that the evan-
gelists established. This church became
a real lighthouse for the gospel in the
midst of heathen darkmess. Concerned
about these young Christians, Paul sent
Timothy back to confirm them in the
Christian faith and to instruet them
with reference ‘to their duty. When
Timothy returned from that mission,
Paul was encouraged greatly by the
report which he brought. The Thessa-
lonian Christians were a great joy to
Paul and his assistants, as well as a
splendid example and a great inspira-
tion to others.

In emphasizing the safety of that
church, Paul referred to its wonderful
position as being “in God the Father
and in the Lord Jesus Christ.” Then

he wished for them grace and peace
from the only source of both, namely,
God the Father and God the Son. As
Paul thought about the believers and
prayed for them repeatedly, he could
not refrain from thanking ‘God that
they were such healthy Christians.
Their spiritual prosperity was not due
to themselves, or to those who had
preached to them, but to the grace of
God. Gratitude, honor, and praise were
due to Him because of the marvelous
things He had done in and for them.

There were three things which the
Thessalonian Christians exhibited that
Paul and his associates remembered
and for which they thamked God re-
peatedly. The first of these was a faith
that was active. Saved by grace
through faith, their lives were trans-
formed, and they worked for the Lord.

The second thing which they remem-
bered about the Thessalonian Chris-
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tiang wag that their love was labori-
ous. The expression, “your labor of
love,” makes it necessary to distinguish
between “labor” and “work.” The for-
mer refers to the energy expended in
doing it and the latter points to the
thing dome.

The third thing that was to be re-
membered about them was their per-
sistent and sustaining hope. Every
Christian should possess @& hope that
is so strong that it brings to him the

- quality of endurance. In the New Tes-

tament “patience” stands for endur-
ance and “hope” stands for certainty.
Christiang can have patience in hope
because they are sure that their hope
in Christ’s return will be fulfilled.
Their efforts in Christ’s service should
be characterized by the potency of
faith, the fervency of love, and the
constancy of hope.

Their faith which had resulted in la-
bor, their love which had culminated
in unselfish service, and their hope
which had produced steadfastness were
the fruitage of God’s initiative in
choosing them to receive the gospel
and to be regemerated by the Holy
Spirit. God’s choice of them was pur-
poseful, and the working out of the
divine plans in and through the Thes-
salonians was obvious to Paul.

So faithfully and effectively did the
Thessalonian Christians hold forth the
word of life and witness for Christ
that their faith became knowmn widely.
Having been taught by the Holy Spirit,
they knew that only the Word of God
could meet the needs of others; there-
fore, they were ready and anxious to
proclaim it to people far and near. As
a result of their faithfulness in the
proclamation of the gospel of Christ
and - in the bearing of their personal
testimony for Him, many turned from
the worship of idols to a personal faith
in Christ, enthroned Him as the Lord
of their lives, served Him out of hearts
of genuine love, and lived in the ex-
pectation. of the personal return of
Christ Jesus to the earth.

The Thessalonian Christians believed
that the message which Paul recorded
and sent to them had its source in God,
had been practiced by Paul in his dafily
life as an apostle, and had been used
by the Holy Spirit to bring about their
own salvation. Because they had been
wondrously saved by Christ, had com-
mitted themselves to Him as their
Lord, and had learned so many things
about and from Him, they sought to
be faithful witnesses to others and
teachers of them. We certainly admire
them for their devotion to Christ, for
their yieldedness to the Holy Spirit,
for their genuine concern for others
who as yet had not received the Sav-
iour, and for their willingness to do
whatever they could to introduce them
to Christ. |

“Based on copyrighted Cutlines produced

by the Committee on the Uniform Series and
used by permission.”
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SERVING ALL RELIGIONS
Prices to satisfy every preference and need

AR PARKING
CONDITIONED AREAS
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1310 S. BRECKINRIDGE

;ﬂ!: 634-3628 Phone 896-0349

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE

Loulsville, Eentucky

Funeral Burial
Members: National Seleeted Morticlans by invitatien

Lee E. Cralle Co.
Funeral Home

LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President
PHONE
634-3646 @ 634-3647
1330 South Third Street
Louisville, Ky.

HERBERT C. CRALLE
FUNERAL HOME

Edwin R. Hillock, President
Wallace C. Hatler

Phone 896-8821

Frankfort and Peterson Avenue

Louisville, Kentucky
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Aluminum Co.

KAISER

TRIM and SIDING
SPOUTS

368-1100
368-1388

In Louisville since 63
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MORTGAGE
BONDS

Available in Amounts as low as $1,000
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CHURCH
SECURITIES,
INC.

Registered Broker/
Dealer
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(Continued from page 5)

made about ‘the six Convention sup-
ported seminaries is the claim which
I mailed out to all of the pastors in
the Southern Baptist Convention when
we began this venture. Iny that letter
I stated that a man could get a good
seminary education in any one of the
six Convention supported seminaries.
We at Mid-America have not criticized
the other seminaries, We have tried to
do what God has led us to do here.

I knew that you would be interested
in getting this straight and I am anx-
ious for you to do so. I noticed that
Jim Cole of the Baptist Message in
Louisiana and Gene Puckett in Mary-
Jand reprinted your editorial so I'm
writing 'to them also.

By the way, in reference to your first
editorial about us: We are applying
May 1 to North Central Association of
Colleges and Secondary Schools for
Candidate for Accreditation status.
This application comes after two visits
by a consultant from the Assgociation.

I do appreciate your work there at
the Western Recorder and pray God’s
blessings upon you.

Little Rock, Arkansas

v

BAPTISTRIES

P.O. BOX 2218 DANVILLE, VA. 24541
PHONE (804) 797-3277

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES

Gray Allison

LIGHTS

CHURCH FURNITURE
PEWS AND CHANCEL
GRAHAM MFG., INC.
. P.0. Box 308
Auburn, Ky. 42206
Area Code 502-542-4192

Minister of Music

WANTS full-time church work while
attending Southern Seminary, Lou-
isville, next 3 to 4 years.

HAVE masters - in music = (voice/
choral), 4 years experience in mu-
sic ministry, available after June
1, 1974.

FOR more information, references,
write or call Dennis A. Lovin, 323
E. Dunbar Drive, No. 24, Tempe,
Arizona 85283. Phone 1—602—
838-3740.

SOLVING DEMONIC PROBLEMS

Dear Editor:

Sometime ago the Western Recorder
published my letter indicating use of
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs and
the practice of gambling as examples
of demon influence and/or possession,
containing my explanation of the phys-
iological conditions when such obses-
sive behavior occurs. I did not explain
how salvation solves the problem. I'd
like to do so if I may, now.

The fact is, the amalytical psychol-
ogists are alarmed at the turn of events
in our western culture for fear men in
massive numbers are losing their souls.
The alarm is due to the fact that not
only western man, but all men over
the world have kicked the traces of
social and religious controls. Psychology
Today recently published an article in-
dicating man is losing control of him-
self,

There are two options man has:

1. Give expression to his primitive
instinets which are the hungers (nutri-
tional, sexual, parental) and defense
(fighting and aggression). In man these
are all under direction of the Ego and
lead to obesgity, destruction of the fam-
ily, matriarchy or patriarchy and vio-
lence. The Ego plays dictatorially with
the instincts amd other subconscious
psychic elements and makes man neu-
rotic, psychotic and suicidal. The be-
havioral scientists are ready to cope
with this by engineered behavior
which ignores man’s innate freedom
and dignity. It is doubtful if this will
be adopted especially in America, the
free.

2. Development of selfhood. This is
the way of religion and analytical psy-
chology. The only antidote to the sin-
fully selfish Ego is the development of
the Self. Historically this has been par-

tially done. Primitive and ancient man
had social customs and religious rites
which aroused psychic energies and
made man ready to fight wars, to plant
fields, willing to sacrifice to the gods,
obey social and political customs, and
support the current cultural institu-
tions. Even the medieval church did
not do any more than this in spite of
the fact that the incomparable Galilean
and the Apostle Paul had previously
proved that the death of the Ego must
come about if the Soul (Self) is saved
(placed in executive position over the
person). Now that world-wide cultural
controls have been destroyed by west-
ern man’s rationalism (learning by ex-
perimentation) the societies of man are
suffering the consequences. Salvation
of the Soul (Self) as Christ and Paul
explained is the amswer. This means
all my psychic fiactors must be bound
together and the center (self) of them
all identified with Christ. The churches
must abandon all else and completely
major on this vital objective which has
not been: dome since New Testament
days or else our fears for mankind
could shortly come to pass.

Louisville, Ky. Homer Wm. Smith

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS
Dear Editor:

Your editorial of April 27 has helped
to publicize the procedure by which
Kentucky 'Cooperative Program funds
are distributed to our five educational
institutions. I am grateful to you for
your explanation of the history which
lies behind this arrangement.

It would be a good idea to discuss
the details of the formula by which the
present distribution is made. Then the
people in the churches over the state
would be in a better position to judge
the fairness or unfairness of this plan.
Corbin, Kentucky Sam B. Smith

GEORGE HERMAN KENDALL
503 Euclid, Lexington, Ky.
“The Golden Rule Realtor”

An Impressive,
Comforting Service

that meets the requirements
of every family calling us

Kerr Brothers
FUNERAL HOME

Lexington, Ky.
463 E. Main St. ® Dial 2-3345

Church Design, Remodeling or Redecorating.
Let us help. Latest samples in carpeting,
draperies, baptisteries, lighting and furnish-
ings brought to your church. Call J. E. De-
signs, 3529 Dixie Highway, Erlanger, Ken-
tucky. Ask for Russ. 606-342-8000. »
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INSPIRATIONAL
READING

- FOR
FATHER’S |

FOR MEN ONLY. Forty inspir-
ing writers, all famous men, of-
fer wise counsel for successful
living. Broad subjects such as
marriage, work, money and
love are explored.

Cloth, $3.95. Paper, $1.95.

THE LIVING NEW TESTAMENT
IN LARGE PRINT. The New
Testament paraphrased in the
clear and direct style of to-
day’s language—in an easy-to-
hold, easy-to-read edition. It’s
ideal for people who need. or
prefer a truly large print edi-
tion (16 point type on strong
but lightweight paper).

Kivar $4.95

An actual sample of the type.
This one who is
God has been shy
we guarantee that
seen him; I am st
Christ, who is etern:

BAPTIST
BOOK
PARTNERS IN GROWTH STD R E
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Beaches Of Normandy

(Continued from page 3)

days of the Allied invasion. Crosses and stars of David
in Carrara marble stretch out in long, neat, symmetrical
rows. The place is quiet and peaceful. Bird songs ride
in on the gentle breezes. Seeing it, a nameless, visceral

sadness fills the heart.

This time of year Normandy is in full blossom once
again. On the Channel coast and in the hill country
life goes on. Fishermen in wooden shoes clip-clop their
way to the waterfront. Housewives in carpet slippers
sweep the sidewalks, Old women under black shawls
shuffle along. Boys with long loaves of hard bread tied
to their bikes move carefree through the narrow streets
and roads. Priests in long black robes hurry to their

devotions. And life goes on.

But the Normandy coast of France will forever haunt
the memory of man. The world should have learned a

lesson there.

In war everyone loses!

Extend a helping hand to the world —
Give through the Cooperative Program

RELIGIOUS 8-TRACK TAPES

Send 25 cents (refundable with first
order) and self-addressed stamped en-
velope for our catalog. $4.95 each or
five at $4.95 and receive the sixth tape
free. Reply to:
BOX 4622
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80930

CVISIT

HOLY LAND
AND
MISSIONARY
JOURNEY OF
PAUL
ON A

Mediterranean Cruise

With: Dr. H. H. Hobbs (Baptist Hour |

Preacher), Dr. Dale Moody, Dr. Jer-
ry Vardaman.

Departing: July 24 from Atlanta and
Louisville.

For Details: Write TRAVEL, Box 5§,
Louisville, Ky. 40201, or Phone (AC
502) 893-5424.

LIGHTS |

Originator of
- the fiberglass @&
- baptistry.

Hiademann Fndslices, Ine.
P.O. Box 672, Muscatine, lowa 52761

317 Guthrie St. ® Louisville,

Ky 40202 e (502) 587-7453

221 Williamsburg Sq. e Lincoln Mall Dr
Owensboro, Ky. 42301 e (502) 685-4901

person.

Conference on Bus Outreach and Children’s Worship during
Sunday School Week July 27—August 2, 1974, Ridgecrest
Baptist Conference Center. Write: Reservations, Box 128,
Ridgecrest, North Carolina 28770, enclosing $10 per

Ridgecrest
July 27-
August 2
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W. A. CRISWELL —

SBC Urged To Change Name

-W. A, Criswell, a former Southern
Baptistt Convention (SBC) president,
will present a motion at the 117th an-
nual SBC meeting in Dallas, June 11-18,
that a committee be appointed to study
the possibility of changing the SBC’s
name and make recommendations.

Criswell, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Dallas, told Baptist Press he
will discuss his plan at a dinner meet-
ing of former SBC presidents and cur-
rent president, Owen Cooper, Monday
night, June 10, at the Statler Hilton
Hotel, the convention’s headquarters
hotel.

He said no exact wording for his
motion has been drafted but that he
would probably suggest the name Con-
tinental Baptist Convention as a possi-
bility for a committee to recommend as
a new name for the mation’s largest
non-Catholic evangelical denomination.

“I favor 'Continental,” Criswell said
in an interview, “because others such
as QGeneral, National and American
have all been preempted by other Bap-
tist bodies.”

Criswell’s concern about the name of
the 12.3 million-member, 36,600 chunch
denomination surfaced in an article he
prepared for publication in the Baptist
Standard, news publication of the Bap-
tist General Convention of Texas. It was
the last in a series by ex-SBC presidents
run by Standard editor, John J. Hunt,
who editorially supported Criswell in
the same issue. 3

“The plain and simple truth of the
matter is that the Southern Baptist
Convention is no longer the Southern

Baptist Convention,” Criswell wrote.
It is Northern and Western and East-
ern as well as Southern.

“We have churches in all 50 states,
and we are growing in these areas ev-
ery day. Why not change the name so
that it more nearly describes what we
actually are? While president of the
convention (1969 and 1970) I would
have done it if I could have. I would
still do so if I could.”

Criswell’s Standard article stopped
short of saying he would make such a
motion, although he confirmed in ithe
interview that he would.

In both his article and the interview,
Criswell, known a staunch conserva-
tive, disagreed with the view he said
some hold that the mname Southern
Baptist Convention does not refer to a
geographical location but to a conserv-
ative, doctrinal position.

“Tell me honestly,” he wrote, “could
not the same conservative, doctrinal
position characterize us by another
name? The old Northern Baptist Con-
vention became the American Baptist
Churches, but the people in their doc-
trinal position remained just the same”

‘as they were before the change, he

said.

“In doctrine, in faithfulness to the
Word of God, in evangelistic outreach
and in zeal for the conversion of the
lost to Christ, I pray that we shall ever

remain the same. But in methods, ap--

proaches and abilities to use new and
more effective means, I could pray that
we be up to the latest minute, abreast

of the times, serving our Lord in our
‘generation,” he wrote.

Criswell acknowledged in the inter-
view that the “same prejudices (link-
ing ‘Southern’ to a doctrinal position)
which have destroyed our ability to
change our name-in past attempts’” will
be a factor in Daillas.

But he said that if Southern Baptist
state papers and other media and lead-
ers of Southern Baptist agencies would
support the move and explain it care-
fully, Southern Baptists would appoint
the committee to study the possibility
and the name change would eventually
occur:

Hurt’s editorial nmoted, “Our prefer-
ence might mot be confined to Cris-
well’s ‘Continental Baptist Convention’
nor do we think it is that or nothing
insofar as he is concerned.”

But the editorial ‘enthusiasticaily
supported the name change and com-
mented that Hurt had ‘“tried several
times” to launch an effort to get action
on a name change “without @ hint of
success.” i ‘

“Those who deal with the secular
press,” the Baptist editor said, “have
never satisfactorily explained ‘that
‘Southern’ label on our convention. It
is a bit difficult, in fact impossible, to
argue ‘Southern’ is a doctrinal distine-
tion when Webster’s dictionary con-
fines itself to geographical terminol-
ogy.” (BP)

We need the Cooperative Program today because it provides the

best known way for Southern Baptists to obey the Great Commission
of Jesus Christ. We cannot go into all the world alone and preach the
gospel, but we can obey Jesus’ Commission by giving and praying to-
gether. 3

The Cooperative Program tells us that the whole of our mission
program is more important than any of its parts. It indicates that those
parts are more significant when properly related to one another. In
the Cooperative Program Southern Baptists support a well-rounded mis-
sions program, ‘

Because of the Cooperative Program our denomination is able to
do long-range planning. Seminaries, colleges, hospitals, agencies, and
* institutions can plan their work because they are promised continued

support from Southern Baptists.

By pooling our mission funds through the Cooperative Program,
administrative costs are kept down. Overspending and indebtedmess are
more easily controlled. Before the Cooperative Program was begun,
mission boards, schools, and other agencies did mot know what to ex-
pect in the way of income. Because of the Cooperative Program, today,
agencies know at least a year in advance approximately what income
they may expect.

Yes, we need the Cooperative Program. The demands of our world-
wide mission program grow greater each day as the spiritual needs of
the world grow. We gain strength as our churches unite in prayer and
join in giving together through the Cooperative Program.

DoWe Still Need the
o COCOPKDRAITIVE
PROCIAM?

[ ¢ kids
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