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Revival Reports

Guy Deane, Jr., pastor of the Fords-
ville Baptist Church, reports unusual
response from the Fordsville congregation
to the evangelistic music team of Bud and
Vey McCleskey of Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Other churches in the Owensboro area
who are using the McCleskey team
include Hawesville Baptist, Yellow Creek
Baptist and Temple Baptist. °

David Butler, youth pastor at the Ninth
and O Baptist Church, Louisville, was the
preacher at a revival in the Livermore
Baptist Church. W. Clyde Hankins,
interim pastor of the congregation, re-
ports successful efforts with at least 19
decisions for baptism, other additions by
letter and statement as well as many
rededications. Bob Reeder, minister of
youth and music for the Livermore
Baptist Church, directed the revival
music. °

Associations Unite

The Northern Kentucky Baptist Associ-
ation and the Steel Valley Association of
Baptists in Ohio have voted officially in
their respective executive boards to adopt
each other as ‘‘sister’’ associations. Stee]
Valley is a pioneer association (only nine
years old) with a population of over one
million people. It has 18 churches and 17
missions with a total membership of
3,235. Don Davidson, formerly of Ken-
tucky, and now serving as director of
missions of Steel Valley, says that George
Jones, executive secretary of the North-
ern Kentucky Association, is enlisting
pastors and- singers for a simultaneous
revival in March in all 35 of these
churches and chapels in Steel Valley
Association.

According to a survey taken of Ohio
last year by the Home Mission Board,
seven million out of Ohio’s 11 million
people are yet to be won to the Lord, e

Fairview Baptist Church, Rockcastle
County Association, conducted a youth
led revival recently with Steve McSwain
preaching evening services and his broth-
er Lawson McSwain preaching Sunday
services. Ray Dean is the pastor of the
church. L

Jesse Tichenor, pastor of Ridgecrest
Baptist Church, Beaver Dam, reports
culmination of revival services under the
leadership of evangelist Homer Martinez.
According to the pastor, the spirit of
revival still continues and decisions are
still being registered.

Springfield Baptist Church, Springfield,
conducted revival services in January
under the leadership of the Jack Sher-
man, Jr., evangelist team. The team is
scheduled for a county-wide revival in
Mercer County next month. °

Madison Avenue Baptist Church, Cov-
ington, held a revival February 23-March
2. Bob Brown and Enrique Romero of
Trinity Baptist Church in Lexington led
the services. Ernest Carpenter is the
pastor at Madison Avenue. °

Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT

©CHAS. CARTVRIGHT

“You're here to share a great challenge — also
to relieve me of the gripes and complaings!”*

—

to the saints”—Jupe 3

KENTUCKY BAPTIST BUILDING

WESTERN RECORDER

“Earnestly contend for the Faith which was once for all delivered

MIDDLETOWN, KENTUCKY 40243

Vol. 149 March 22, 1975

C. R. DAy, JR. ...

No. 11
Editor

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WILLIAM D. JAGGERS, Prestonsburg, Chairman;
JOHN M. SYKES, Ashland, Vice-chairman; MRS. J.
S. WOODWARD, Lexington, Secretary; ROLLIN S.
BURHANS, Bowling Green; WILLIAM CALD-
WELL, Danville; STANTON CARNEY, Paducah;
GLENN DURHAM, Loyall; W. KEN FORMAN,
Campbellsville; JOHN KRUSCHWITZ, Fort Thomas;
BILLY D. MARCUM, Brandenburg; HAROLD J.
PURDY, Madisonville; C. CARMAN SHARP, Louis-
ville,

Bor Terry

PauL WhrTLER, JR.

v ASSociate Editor
<wcevweee .. Business Manager
Owned and published weekly, except one issue in January and July, by the

Kentucky Baptist Convention, Kentucky Baptist Building, P.O, Box 43401, Middle.
town, Kentucky 40243. Second class postage paid at Middletown, Kentucky,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

INDIVIDUAL, $2.75, plus 5% sales tax, total $2.89.
FOREIGN, $3.00. CHURCH BUDGET RATE, $2.00
per year. All subscriptions except church accounts
Payable in advance. Church accounts must have a
tax exemption number to be exempt from 5% sales
tax. When making change of address, please send
2 recent label from your paper and the new ad-
dress, including ZIP code.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

D é‘
E :
A% ¢

Y
0 :
i :
I %
0 :

&
N W. R. Cook
A Pastor, First Baptist Church, [
L Central City, Kentucky g

X

Lost Forever

2 Corinthians 4:1-6

1. No one wants to lose anything. Men
have lost fortunes in times of bankruptcy.
Billions are lost each year in fire alone.
Men lose their health. Champions, sooner
or later, lose the title. Jesus said, ‘“‘For
what is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul?
or what shall a man give in exchange for
his soul?”’

2. All people everywhere are lost apart
from Christ. Paul said to those in Ephe-
sus, ‘““Also we all had our conversation in
times past in the lusts of our flesh, ful-
filling the desires of the flesh and of the
mind; and were by nature the children of
wrath.”’

Some people are lost because their
eyes are blinded. ‘“Men love darkness
rather than light, because their deeds are
evil.”

People are lost because God’s light
does not shine through our lives. Paul
said, ‘‘As God at first created light, so he
has created spiritual light in our hearts,
that we might reflect His light even the
knowledge of His love revealed in
Christ.” j

3. The gospel is Good News that Jesus
can save. Millions of people are lost. The
young ruler was lost even with his riches.
Simon Peter said, ‘‘Whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.”” Jesus said, ‘I am come to seek
and to save that which was lost.”’

An old Christian gentleman, though
faithful to his Lord, had a wayward and
drunken son. A neighbor one day asked
him how it was that he tolerated the son
in the home. ‘“Why if he were my son I’'d
throw him out into the street,” said the
neighbor. But the old man replied, ““If he
were your son I would throw him out, but
Sir, he’s not your son, he’s my son and I
love him.”’

Our prayer ought to be, ‘“Thank you,
Jesus, thank you, for loving us, sinful as
we are.”” Amen! |
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THE BIBLE...
it's still
our guide

Controversy swirls about the nature of
the Bible once again. It seems that each
generation must discover for itself t'he
nature of God’s word and affirm its faith
in it as Holy Scripture. Our time is no
different. Recently one of America’s
major denominations has passec:l 'through
deep trauma with serious division and
bitter accusation, and recrimination over
the nature of the Bible. Many Bible-
believing Christians at different persua-
sions have been drawn into the devastat-
ing controversy. Many middle-of-the-road
Christians have been pushed toward the
left or right by the heat of the argument.
As usual, both sides seem to have been
driven to extreme statements and actions
that do not represent what they really
feel or believe. That denomination has
not been cleansed of either ‘‘liberalism”
or ‘‘fundamentalism.”” It has been di-
vided and may never fully recover. Satan
must be delighted for the strength at that
body seems to be turned towa.rd contro-
versy instead of the proclamation of the
gospel. ] .

Southern Baptists now stand in their
hour of greatest opportunity. To insure
that the record is straight I would like to
talk about the Baptist Sunday School
Board and the Bible. In 1969 the
Southern Baptist Convention “‘called to
the attention of its agencies the doctrinal
statement framed after careful study and
much discussion at its annual session in
Kansas City in 1963 and vigorously urged
the elected trustees responsible for these
agencies to be diligent in seeing that the
programs assigned to th?m by the
convention are carried out in a inanner
consistent with and not contrary to the
convention’s above mentioned statement
of faith.”’

The trustees of the Baptist Sunday
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Grady C. Cothen [right] is president of the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board in Nashville. Here Cothen and A. V.
Washburn, secretuary of the Sunday School department of
the board, map out plans for ‘“‘Reach Out '75."’

By Grady C. Cothen

School Board took action instructing that
this directive be followed. Continuing
efforts have been made to follow the will
of the convention. All employees of the
board who have responsibilities related to
doctrinal or theological judgments sign
the statement of ‘‘“The Baptist Faith and
Message.”’

In the light of these instructions, our
position on the nature of the Scriptures is
as follows: ‘‘The Holy Bible was written
by men divinely inspired and is the
record of God’s revelation of Himself to
man. It is a perfect treasure of divine
instruction. It has God for its author,
salvation- for its end, and truth, without
any mixture of error, for its matter. It
reveals the principles by which God
judges us; and therefore is, and will
remain to the end of the world, the true
center of Christian union, and the
supreme standard by which all human
conduct, creeds, and religious opinions
should be tried. The criterion by which
the Bible is to be interpreted is Jesus
Christ.”’” (The Baptist Faith and Message,
Southern Baptist Convention 1963).

The Baptist Sunday School Board
belongs to Southern Baptists. They (we)
have a right to found, sustain, and
control through stated procedures a
church service and publication agency.
The convention has a right to set the
framework within which such an agency
works. If one in Christian conscience as a
priest cannot accept the framework, he is
free to find another.

This is not, however, the end of the

matter. The statement on Scripture which
we have quoted above is a gcod
statement written by good men. It is
joined by a statement in the Preamble
which says ‘‘Baptists are a people who
profess a living faith. This faith is rooted
and grounded in Jesus Christ who is ‘the
same yesterday, and today, and forever.’
Therefore, the sole authority for faith and
practice among Baptists is Jesus Christ
whose will is revealed in the Holy
Scriptures.”’

The Preamble says again about state-
ments of faith ‘‘(2) That we do not regard
them as complete statements of our faith,
having any quality of finality or infalli-
bility . . .”” ““(4) That the sole authority
for faith and practice among Baptists is
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments. Confessions are only guides in
interpretation, having no authority over
the conscience.”

Southern Baptists have said it — the
Bible is the thing! This book of Holy
Scripture is our guide and is the basis of
our message. What the Convention has
said about the Bible is right and good but
it recognized that other things could be
said about it that would also be right and
good. But the Scripture is the thing! |

For me, I have signed the Baptist Faith
and Message statement because I believe
it. I will not substitute it for the Bible!
With clear instructions from the Conven-
tion through our trustees, I see our task
at the board to be teaching of the word,
not debating about it; helping ‘‘bring
men to God through Jesus Christ’’ rather
than controversy; helping men toward
maturity in the faith more than arguing a
point of view.

We set ourselves to these tasks not
knowing what tomorrow holds but knou
ing who helds tomorrow.
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History is an infallible teacher and pity the
Baptist churches that disregard its lessons. In the
beginnings of Baptist work in Kentucky and other
frontier areas 200 years ago one of the greatest
controversies was between missionary and anti-
missionary Baptists.

The missionary group was considered heretical
by strict Calvinists who believed God predestined
from eternity some to be saved and others to be
lost and everyone would be saved or condemned by
God without regard for any decision man might
make.

Fortunately, the majority of these two groups of
Baptists got together early in Kentucky and from
this union came the present day Kentucky Baptist
Convention numbering over 650,000. But there
were those who refused to unite and continued as
anti-missionary Baptists. They have persisted but
have gradually declined and are almost unknown
today except in some remote areas.

Anti-missionism is a deadly disease for church-
es. Though Baptist churches admitting to be anti-
missionary are rare today, the anti-missionary
spirit and attitude are far from dead. All churches
with the name of missionary are not true to this
name. Churches that center their concern on them-
selves and direct or redirect their devotion from
world missions to local causes are practicing anti-
missionism. The excuse that a church must build a
strong local base including all needed buildings
and staff before doing much about world missions
is just that — an excuse.

The fact is the church which withdraws from
world missions is dying in evangelism though the
death may be slow. Evangelism and missions are
two words for the same commitment. Concern for
the lost at home cannot be genuine unless it is
accompanied by concern for the lost of all the
earth.

They are not perfect examples but two New
Testament churches illustrate this truth. The
church in Jerusalem was the first and it grew by
thousands. To this church was given the assign-
ment to evangelize the world and upon its
members. came the Holy Spirit with all the power
- of heaven. In this church was the original apostles
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Anti-Missionism Means Death

who remained with it even when other believers
were scattered abroad by persecutions.

But the Jerusalem church is not the church
remembered for moving out with the gospel into
far places of the earth. This remained for the
church at Antioch.

Luke describes the believers in Antioch as
engaged in fasting and prayer when the Holy Spirit
revealed the will of God for the church. It turned
out to be the same assignment given to the
Jerusalem Church—to take the good news to every
person living.

The response of the church at Antioch was
serious. They did not take up a special foreign
mission offering -but, by revelation of the Holy
Spirit, they sent their two most outstanding church
leaders to the mission fields.

In doing so Antioch replaced Jerusalem as the
focal point of early Christianity. The Jerusalem
Church is now remembered more for its legalism
and the Judaizers while Antioch is remembered as
the church concerned enough to get the gospel to
all the known world.

The early Christians did not have to decide
between a building program and added mission
support through the Cooperative Program. Build-
ings were of little concern those days. They met in
each others’ homes, in synagogues, in the temple
in case of Jerusalem and in other places already
constructed.

This doesn’t mean church buildings are not
important. They surely are but not at the expense
of reducing resources to send the gospel to all the
world.

Central Baptist Church in Winchester and
Pastor Ron Stone are demonstrating true insight
and commitment. In the same business meeting
they increased Cooperative Program giving by one
percent and voted to build a family life center and
more educational space.

Pastor Ron Stone says, ‘‘God would not want us
to build a building if it meant reducing our world-
wide commitment.”’

This is the spirit of Antioch. May it be the
spirit of all the Lord’s churches.
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Freedom Of Expression Must Be Used Responsibly

Freedom of conscience and expression are as
deeply ingrained into Southern Baptist life as they
are into the United States Constitution. This
freedom is precious but takes with it an awesome
responsibility. It should never be abused.

In my opinion one questionable use of this
freedom took place at the 1975 Christian Life
Seminar. Each year this event is a stimulating and
provocative experience and this year it was
especially so. It was a gloves-off, sleeves-rolled-up,
free-swinging kind of event for over 700 particj-
pants.

This year the theme of this conference was
integrity and it took a hard, honest look at several
important contemporary issues of concern to
Baptists. Among these concerns was the organiza-
tional life of Southern Baptists.

The current policies and practices of Southern
Baptist organized life on the state and national
level were examined for integrity. The one
presentation with which | disagreed was made by
Cecil E. Sherman. In my opinion it was unfair and
unjustified and as destructive as another Sher-
man’s march to the sea. :
| am reluctant to disagree with this man of
candor and insight. | find him a kindred spirit and
| share many observations with him. But | have to
disagree with several of his conclusions on organ-
ized Baptist life. My experience of almost 18 years
of observation and participation in denominational
life does not lead me to the same conclusions.

One of his assertions with which | cannot agree
is that Southern Baptist Convention leaders are
practicing an ‘‘arrogance of secrecy’’ in matters of
decision-making. In 18 years of close scrutiny |
have not seen this. Occasionally there is an abusive
person who tries to dominate but he is pretty
quickly put in his place.

in Nashville | find most of the doors of deliber-
ation open. The meetings of the Southern Baptist
Executive Committee and its sub-committees are
wide open to all except for a rare executive session

to deal with a highly sensitive matter. As a state
Baptist editor | have never been turned away from
any committee meeting in Nashville and | have
walked into many of which | was not a member.

| see little justification for another charge of
Sherman — a cloak of secrecy concerning salaries
and fringe benefits paid to denominational leaders.
Without asking | have seen the salary figures for
Southern Baptist Executive Committee staff mem-
bers. During the 10 years | served on a seminary
board of trustees there was nothing secretive about
salaries. The same was true for the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs where | served as a
director. .

| cannot speak for other convention agencies
but | know of no instance where a sincere inquirer
has been denied any information requested. If a
reader of these words has had this experience, |
would like to know it.

Finally, | do not agree that as a denomination
we are ‘‘embarrassingly rich.”” It is true great
sums of money are used by Southern Baptist
Convention agencies. But an agency receiving a
million dollars is not rich if it is assigned a one and
a half million dollar program by the Convention.
The problem of most Baptist institutions and
agencies on the state level as well as the national
level is not how to spend money but how to secure
enough for their assignments.

As a seminary trustee | found the institution
not ‘‘embarrassingly rich’’ but embarrassingly poor
when it came to providing facilities and a fair
provision for faculty and staff members.

Centralization of power and administrative take
over are always tendencies in a large organization.
Baptist leaders are not immuned to this tempta-
tion. For this reason there is always need for
concerned and courageous men like Cecil Sherman
to exercise free expression. | believe, however, the
facts now justify words of caution as to what can
happen rather than charges of what has already
happened.

BAPTIST-CATHOLIC DIFFERENCES

SAPTIST FORUM

faith. However, there are some things

Dear Editor:

I am aware that I cannot say in a few
words that which is on my heart to say.
However, 1 have tried to read with an
open mind Don Burke’s ‘“A Baptist Ex-
perience of Roman Catholics’’ with the
greatest evaluation. Perhaps my interpre-
tation may be impartial. If so, I am sorry.
I cannot but say what I believe.
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Might I say there is much hidden
under the cover of ‘‘having dialogue.”

“‘Can two walk together, except they be tory’’ and *‘The Infallibility of the Pope,”
agreed.”’ (Amos 3:3) It is all very well to

cry ‘‘discrimination.” It sounds so right- the Roman Catholic body of belief since
eous and plausible.

It may well be that we as Baptists do
not have an absolute monopoly on the

that we cannot tolerate as being of the
faith. I call attention to the heresies of
““Mariolatry,”” ‘‘The Sacrifice of the
Mass,”” ‘‘Auricular Confession,”” ‘‘Purga-

and many other notable heresies added to

the year of Constantine.

(Continued on page 15)




Hull Resigns Seminary Post

William E. Hull, provost and dean of
the school of theology of Southern Baptist
Theological - Seminary, has resigned in
order to accept an invitation to become
pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Shreveport, Louisiana. His resignation
from the seminary post will be effective
July 31, 1975, and his new ministry
begins September 7, 1975.

Hull is a native of Birmingham,
Alabama, and received his college train-
ing at the University of Alabama and
Samford University. He received the BD
degree from Southern Seminary in 1954
and the ThD in 1960. He has done
advanced study at the University of
Gottingen in Germany and at Harvard
University. Hull is married to the for-
mer Julia Wylodine Hester. The couple
has two children: David William, 19, and
Susan Virginia, 17.

Hull was ordained to the ministry by
the Dawson Memorial Baptist Church in
1950. While & student in the seminary he
was pastor of the Cedar Hill Baptist
Church near Owenton and the First
Baptist Church in New Castle, Kentucky.
He has served as interim pastor of

e
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Highland Baptist Church in Louisville and
as minister of preaching at Crescent Hill
Baptist Church in Louisville.

He is widely known among Southern
Baptists as an outstanding preacher as
well as a New Testament scholar and
teacher. He has been in many states for
special preaching assignments and has
served on preaching missions in Ger-
many, France, Italy, Lebanon, Jordan,
Hawaii and Turkey.

In explaining his decision Hull said,
‘““My decision was not prompted or
influenced in the slightest by anything
negative in my relationship with the
seminary faculty, administration or trus-
tees. Specifically, I have never had a
more meaningful
personal relationship
or a more harmoni-
ous working relation-
ship than now exists
with president Mec-
Call. Indeed, the
most painful prob-
lem presented by
the challenge in
Shreveport was the
prospect of altering
the pattern of col-

' Hull

leagueship which I have enjoyed with this
great and good man of God for so many
years.”’

Duke K. McCall, president of Southern
Seminary, gave the following comments
on the resignation of professor Hull:

“I grieve for Southern Seminary and
myself in the resignation of Dr. Hull. He
has been a superb administrator. as
provost and dean of school of theology
and also an outstanding teacher and
scholar. He has focused his great gifts in
relating the scholarly excellence of South-
ern Seminary to the life of the churches
'in evangelism, Christian ministries and
.ministry to human minds.

‘““Now one of the great Southern Bap-
tist churches has said, ‘Come over into
Shreveport and help us.” Dr. Hull has
found this to be the voice of God for his
destiny.

““So while I grieve in anticipation of
separation from a dear friend and
colleague, I rejoice that God is still
leading his churches and guiding his
servants.

‘““We at Southern Seminary lose neither
a friend nor a colleague. We will continue
to do at a distance what we have hereto-
fore done close at hand. May God
continue to bless us and use us to the
end that His Kingdom may come and His

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”’
®

Lost
Investment

FRANKLIN OWEN
EXEGUTIVE SECRETARY-TREASURER, KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

I’'ve shown the mission field films that I
made in Europe, Africa and South Amer-
ica many times and heard numerous
questions and comments concerning our
use of mission dollars in far away places.

People often observe, as I did, how
many varieties of service and work go
into a reasonably developed foreign mis-
sion. When we go into a foreign land
(often undeveloped) with a different
culture and different religion and differ-
ent language, we must plant a church, a
school, (sometimes & hospital), publishing
house (every line of our literature has to
be printed in the native language)—in
short, we must do it all. QOur witness-con-
nected work may include teaching the
people how to farm.

All this costs money that we could
‘“‘lose’”’ any day if an unfriendly govern-
ment were to come into power. (Such
event is not uncommon.) For instance,
the first move as we make converts is to
start a church. But we get our mission-
aries back out of the pastoral roles as
quickly as possible, putting in local
national leaders. Thus, if a change of
government or other political develop-
ment should see us ousted from a country
and no longer allowed the direct witness
role, the indigenous church and work
could survive, despite our absence.

Some people, upon hearing this, are
aghast at such “‘loss of investment.”” ‘‘Do
you mean we’re going over there and
building churches, schools and ‘even
hospitals, publishing houses, etc. that we
may lose any day?’’ This is precisely the
case. But we would not despair in
“losing”’ them if they should survive
indigenously after we depart.

We are not investing for dollar return
but to establish and spread the gospel. If
we plant well and the work becomes
strong and self-sufficient, then that which
we have planted, the gospel message and
witness, is still there. That is the purpose
for which we send gospel dollars. We
have no desire to bring money back and
we don’t care whether we keep our pos-
session over there so long as they
continue to be Christ’s possessions.
When the gospel message survives and
grows where we have planted it, we shall
have achieved our purpose.

FRANKLIN OWEN
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People And Places

Baptist Temple Baptist Church in
Louisville, which disbanded in August,
1973, has presented a gift of $10,786 to
Spring Meadows Children’s Home for the
purpose of refurbishing a cottage at the
home. The congregation of the church
voted some time ago that half of the
assets of the church would go to Spring
Meadows. Bill young, pastor of Baptist
Temple at the time of the disbanding,
presently pastor of First Baptist Church
in Fairdale, and a committee from the
church made the presentation on behalf
of the entire former congregation. °

Laurel River Association of Kentucky
Baptists has passed a resolution giving
thanks to the ‘‘Lord Jesus Christ for the
life and ministry of Reverend William E.
Jones”” and expressing their joy in
“knowing that we shall meet this brother
again.”’ Jones was the assistant modera-
tor of the association at the time of his
death on October 23, 1974. °

Georgetown College forensic team
members took first place in four out of
eight individual events at the Murray
State University Speech Tournament in
Murray, February 13-15. Team director
Margaret Greynolds announced that
Georgetown was first in individual events
competition and fourth place sweepstakes
in competition with 20 schools. °

Robert L. Mills, president of George-
town College, has announced that the
college is recipient of the library of the
late Albert M. Vollmer of Louisville.
Vollmer, the first head of the Kentucky
Baptist Foundation and a former pastor,
was graduated from Georgetown in 1927.
He died July 14, 1974, at St. Anthony
Hospital in Louisville. °

South Hampton Baptist Church of
Owensboro has written a letter of dissent
to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
urging reconsideration of a measure
granting alcoholic beverage licenses to
service stations. The letter states, “‘In
view of the alarming number of accidents
involving drinking drivers, we feel that
making alcoholic beverages available
where gasoline is purchased is too
dangerous to these persons as well as the
innocent non-drinking persons using the
highways of our commonwealth.” °

Services were held at Victory Baptist
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Church, Providence, on Sunday, February
23, for William H. Hill, 50, pastor of the
Dalton Baptist Church, Little Bethel
Association, who died suddenly February
21, enroute to the Caldwell County War
Memorial Hospital. Victory Baptist
Church licensed and ordained Hill; he left
for missions work in California from there
and he built their present building in
1973 while working for Renshaw Con-
struction Company in Madisonville. °

Pioneer Bible Class of Walnut Street
Baptist Church, Louisville, observed their
30th anniversary on January 26 with a
surprise coffee for their teacher, Mrs.
Robert Pogue, who organized the class in
1945. Thirty-two people were present. ©

Neil Mills, former
baseball standout at
Western Kentucky
University, has been
named baseball
coach at Campbells-
ville College. A na-
tive of Greensburg,
Mills is a member of
Greasy Creek Bap-
tist Church. °

Mills

Faith Baptist Church, Frankfort, had
special note burning services on Sunday,
March 2. The church, organized eight
years ago, held services in a house until
the present chapel was built. Elmer N.
Lee is pastor. °

Clear Creek Baptist School professor
Carl W. Hunter would like to obtain for
use in classwork at Clear Creek copies of
two publications which are no longer in

print. The books are Building Better
Sunday Schools Through the . Weekly
Officers’ and Teachers’ Meeting,’’ by
Gaines S. Dobbins, and Practical Music
Lessons Part 1 and 2, by Harrison and
McKinney. Western Recorder readers
who have copies of these publications are
urged to send them to Carl W. Hunter,

Clear Creek Baptist School, Pineville,
Kentucky 40977. °
William Hill, Princeton, pastor of

Dalton Baptist Church in Little Bethel
Association, died of a heart attick on
February 21. Memorial services for him
were held in the new sanctuary of Victory
Baptist Church in Providence. Hill had
served as construction superintendent of
the building.

Mike Neal was ordained by the Mt.
Pisgah Baptist Church, Muhlenberg As-
sociation, Sunday, February 23. Neal is a
graduate of Campbellsville College and is
now pastor of the Richland Baptist
Church, the oldest church in Little Bethel
Baptist Association. °

A local option vote on alcoholic bever-
ages will be held in Madisonville, April
22. Harold Purdy, pastor of the First
Baptist Church, Madisonville, is chairman
of the steering committee working for the
defeat of the efforts for legalized alcoholic
beverages. °

Robert Grass has moved from the
Nelson Creek Church in Muhlenberg
Association to become pastor of the
Second Baptist Church, Mortons Gap,
Little Bethel Association. °

CAMPBELLSVILLE COLLEGE CHORALE TO GO ON TOUR — The Collegiate

Chorale of Campbellsville College under the direction of Edwina Thedford, will
perform in five Kentucky Baptist churches during their spring tour March 28 through
April 6. Music to suit many tastes is included in the chorale’s repertoire. Compositions
by Handel, Bach, Mozart and Praetorius are balanced by religious and secular
selections by contemporary composers. Miles Baker, a freshman piano major, is
accompanist. J. Alvin Hardy, director of admissions, narrates the musical program.

-
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Raymond Fields, Jr.,
Ovesen Heights Baptist Church in Hod-
genville, helps missionary Naomi Keyes
at a clinic in a remote area of Honduras.
Fields and Robert Duggins participated in
a work project in Honduras recently.

Southern Baptlst semmary on Integ-

rity—which featured sharp probes into
many areas of honesty — turned the
spotlight on itself.

The integrity of the organizational life
of the Southern Baptist Convention was
called into question during the closing
session of the annual national seminar of
the SBC’s Christian Life Commission.

Speakers to the issue represented three
widely spaced stances within the denomi-
nation: a denominational executive, a
state newspaper editor and a pastor.

Two speakers took different approaches
on whether organizations and institutions,
as such, can even have integrity.

Albert McClellan, associate executive
secretary of the SBC Executive Commit-
tee, said they can have integrity: ‘‘There
is an organizational or institutional integ-
rity above and beyond the integrity of the
board members or employees
something entirely apart from them.”’

C. R. Daley, editor of the Kentucky
Baptist newspaper, Western Recorder,
disagreed: ‘I begin with the premise

8

a member of

‘Two Kentucky men recently partici-
pated in the building of a church and a
school in a remote village in Honduras.

Robert Duggins, member of Severns
Valley Baptist Church in Elizabethtown,
and Raymond Fields, Jr., member of
Ovesen Heights Baptist Church in Hod-
genville, worked on the projects at
Igurales. '

The Severns Valley Association sent
the two men — both experienced in con-
struction — to assist with relief and
rescue operations in Honduras.

The Central American country was
heavily damaged by flooding in the wake
of Hurricane Fifi, which struck early in
the morning of September 19.

More than 7,000 persons died and an
estimated 130,000 were left homeless in
the floods and heavy rains.

Since the disaster, more than 350
Baptists from the United States —
construction workers, doctors, nurses and
others — have participated in the relief
operation.

which might be debated that a denomina-

tional organization has no integrity in
itself, not even our beloved Southern
Baptist Convention.

“‘Persons have integrity and only as the
participants in an organization demon-
strate moral soundness, honesty and
righteousness can integrity be identified
with the organization.”

McClellan and Daley were joined in
their discussion of denominational- integ-
rity by Cecil E. Sherman, pastor from
Asheville, North Carolina, and former
chairman of the Christian Life Commis-
sion.

Sherman said he has had ‘‘some ex-
periences with our denomination which
have damaged my innocence . . . and has
now some questions about the integrity of
our organizational life . . .”’

While McClellan represented the de-
nominational servant segment of the
debate, he did pose the question: ‘‘Has
organization become impersonal and
overbearing far beyond the intentions of
those who are responsible for them?’’

»Kenfuckians Help Rebuild Village

Baptist men’s groups built a church
and school in Las Brisas, a colonia
(suburb) of San Pedro Sula, to replace a
school washed away by the floods; rebuilt
13 homes and repaired 20 others in the
area.

In addition, a church at Salama, a
remote village near Tekoa, was built for a
group of believers who lived there before
the storm.

While that project was underway, 59
persons made professions of faith and 18
have been baptized into membership in
the new church.

During the Las Brisas work, six weeks
of crusades — conducted by Texas
Baptists under a tent — resulted in a
harvest of more than 400 persons.

Duggins and Fields worked on the
church and school at Igurales, in the
Aguan River Valley which was heavily
damaged by flooding. Revival crusades
also were conducted each night building
was underway.

IN CHRISTIAN-LIFE SEMINAR

Southeri

He noted the answer is not easy and
sometimes ‘‘there are as many answers
as there are people . . .”

A denominational ' structure—to have
integrity—must know and make clear its
purposes, restating them if necessary, he
said. Also, it must understand and live its
policy, understand clearly it does not
exist for itself, be willing to change in
response to new times, respond to the
true wishes of its members, refrain from
unfounded judgmentalism, live absolutely
circumspectly in its own activities and be
sure of its spiritual wholeness.

Daley was. philosophical about integ-
rity, saying: ‘It is more difficult to
demonstrate integrity in a group or an
organizational structure than as an indi-
vidual. It may be this is another example
of moral man and immoral society.

‘““There is something about becoming a
part of the establishment that blunts
personal ideals, that tempts us to com-
promise personal integrity standards for
what is regarded as the welfare of the
organization, and that silences our
prophetic utterances.”’

Daley continued: ‘‘This creeping blind-
ness and deceptive deadening are like an
internal malignancy. By the time its
symptoms are recognized it has

WESTERN RECORDER

Roger Lovette, pastor of Fajth Baptist
Church, Georgetown, resigned Sunday
evening, February
23, to become pastor
of First Baptist
Church, Clemson,
South Carolina. Lov-
ette will preach his
last sermon as pas-
tor of Faith Baptist
Church on March
23. His wife is the
former Gayle Mills
of Louisville and
they have two chil-

Lovette
dren, Leslie Susan and Jon Matthew. o

By Dan Martin

metastasxzed to infect the whole body. It
tends to neutralize us at first and this
slowly but inevitably robs us of our
objectivity.

‘““‘We who were once perceptive observ-
ers become parrots of the party line and
once we become defenders of the estab-
lishment, it is extremely difficult to be a
critic, even a constructive critic.”’

Daley took some shots at denomina-
tional leaders who would control the
denominational press.

““A free press always constitutes a
threat to denominational leadership,”’ he
said. ‘‘A promotional and not a prophetic
press serves their ends better.”

He said it is not unknown for Baptist
leaders ‘‘who once cherished editorial
freedom to recommend a controlled press
when they moved into denominational
positions where they are observed instead
of being the observer.”

The editor continued his comments by
noting, ‘‘One of the saddest spectacles of
Baptist denominational life in our times is
to see denominational offices swallow a
man and let him sell his soul for a mess
of statistical success and approval by his
peers.”’

“So when our denominational pro-
grams and policies are questioned, even
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. Marietta,

Jerry Daniel assumed duties as minis-
ter of music and youth at First Baptist
Church, Taylorsville,
on February 2. A
first year student in
the school of music
at Southern Semi-
nary, Daniel is a
native of Marietta,
Georgia, and has the
bachelor’s degree
from Mercer. Univer-
sity in Atlanta. He
served Crestview
Baptist Church in
Georgia,

Daniel
before coming to
Kentucky. Harold S. Mauney is pastor of
the Taylorsville church.

Forest Park Baptist Church, Bowling
Green, has called Dennye and Elizabeth
Van Arsdale as ministers of music. The
Van Arsdales are graduates of Western
Kentucky University and residents of
Bowling Green where he 1is choral
director at Bowling Green High School. e

by sincere constituents, we reveal a low
boiling point of sensitivity and become
very self protective and defensive. A
sincere critic of policies becomes a
personal enemy, and friendship is
equated with unqualified endorsement,
even if endorsement requires acquies-
cence of our sense of what’s right.”’

Sherman had some specific comments
which he said would ‘‘refresh his confi-
dence”’ in the denomination.

“Quit the arrogance of secrecy,”” he
said to denominational leaders. ‘‘Tell me
in plain language what your plans are,
your fears are and when you fail.”’

“‘The truth is this: Our denomination is
embarrassingly prosperous. More integ-
rity problems will come of this prosperity
if we do not develop a capacity to give
away this wealth,’’ he said.

Sherman also criticized planning,
budgetary methods, and uses of money
within the denomination.

‘‘Sometimes I have thought that I could
do more to feed the hungry if I gave to
CARE rather than to our own Foreign
Mission Board.

I have often wondered just what some

of our colleges do to justify the use of

tithe money. And I am small enough to
say out loud that I question the salaries

James and Rose Ann Lowder have
been appointed to missionary status by
the Home Mission Board. Lowder will
serve as pastor/director of Canton Baptist
Center in Baltimore. He received his
bachelor of arts degree from Duke
University and his master of divinity
degree from Southern Seminary in Louis-
ville. Mrs. Lowder is the former Rose
Ann Warth of Heyti, Missouri. L

Earl Best, pastor of Westport Baptist
Church, Westport, Kentucky, has re-
signed to become director of missions for
the Pike Association in eastern Ken-
tucky. Best will assume his new duties in
April. °

Herschel Cole was recently ordained to
the gospel ministry by State Street
Baptist Church, Hammond, Indiana. Cole
has been named pastor of the Tuggles-
ville Baptist Church near Harlan. His
wife is the former Bobbie Jean Jennings
and they have three children, Herschel,
Kenneth and Robert. °

of some denominational employees.

The pastor also admitted, in response
to a question from the audience, that the
denomination has ‘‘rigged’’ the laymen
out of the decision making process —
“kind of stacked the cards against”
them.

To have integrity about lay involve-
ment, he said, the SBC will have to go to
a system where its annual assemblies are
held on weekends and ‘‘deal with a quota
system’’ of some sort.

‘““Most of us pastors are wild eyed
about rights until we are called to give up
on some of our privileges. Then we move
a little more slowly,’” he admitted.

Sherman also was critical of the
appearance of the leader of ‘‘one of our
strong agencies’’ before the Committee of
15, which studied the SBC and its
agencies.

‘““A leader of that agency rebutted,
bullied and badgered. The Committee of
15 gave way. God talk was an important
part of the badgering. ‘God’s Will,” or
‘I've prayed about this,” or ‘I know your
hearts, brethren,” was the language of
debate.

‘‘He got his way, but he said his way
was God’s way. I wondered. Not about
God’s way, but about him,”” Sherman
said.

He urged denominational leaders to
‘‘use God-talk sparingly. It is a cheap
way to sway the mass. When you get
your way by declaring that your way is
God’s way, that is blasphemy.”’ (BP)
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amovie for people who
haven't thought mu%h o‘? movies lately.

Maybe you've been waiting for a movie that you can take your family to see,
without feeli a little uneasy halfway through . . . “Perhaps | made a mistake . . .”
~*  Maybe you’ve been waiting for a movie that
offers entertain@t ... and a little more. A movie that offers some answers to the
que?li,gns faced by the contemporary American family.
\/, TIME TO RUN /s that movie.
You’ll walk out o/r?ME TO RUN with a little bit more. You’ll walk out feeling
that the money.you spent for tickets was invested . . . not wasted.
TIME TO RUN is an experience to be shared
... with someone you loye. Because somehow . . . it could be everyone’s story.

P 4

staring ed nelson/randall carver/barbara sigel

dlso starring joan winmill /gordon rigsby / specidl screen appearance billy graham

Now thru Thursday, March 27

LARGEST RELIEF MONTH SINCE WW Ii —

FMB Gives $225,194 To Relief

Ihe largest single relief appropriation
made by the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board since the special post-
World War 1I relief offering in 1946 and
the appointment of nine missionaries
highlighted the board’s March meeting in
Richmond, Virginia.

The appropriation of $225,194 is for
relief and rehabilitation needs in Bangla-
desh.

““This large sum is made possible by
the greatly increased gifts for world
hunger and relief made by churches
throughout the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion,”” said Baker J. Cauthen, executive
secretary. :

“The amount appropriated is one-third
of what the Bangladesh Mission (organi-
zation of Southern Baptist missionaries)
has recommended,”” Cauthen continued.
““As other funds become available, fur-
ther steps will be taken in Bangladesh
and in other lands where suffering is also
severe.”’

Of the $225,194 appropriated, $73,194
will be used for food distribution and
$62,000 for food production projects.

Irrigation wells will be dug. Fertilizer
seed and insecticides will be supplied,
and food will be provided in exchange for
work on farm plots.

One specific project calls for cultivation
of 50 acres in order to help 300 families
of 1,500 to 1,800 people.

In addition, $80,000 will help rebuild

and develop villages that were destroyed
in war or floods, and $10,000 will provide
medical assistance.

In other action, the board paused to
remember and honor James D. Belote,
missionary and area secretary, who died
March 4. A resolution was passed
expressing gratitude for Belote’s service
as a missionary to Hawaii, China and
Hong Kong and his work as secretary for
East Asia since 1968. Sympathy was
expressed to the family. ‘

Appointed as missionaries were Mr.
and Mrs. Ron D. Bodenhamer of Mis-
souri, to Ethiopia; Mr. and Mrs. Fred T.
Debenport of Texas, to Taiwan; Miss
Shirley Gunn of North Carolina, to
Nigeria; Mr. and Mrs. Craige A. Steele
of North Carolina, to Brazil; and Mr. and

BWA ANNUAL TOTALS ARE REPORTED —

World Baptists Do Their Part —'74

Receipts for Baptist World Relief
totaled a record $447,645 in 1974, accord-
ing to Carl W. Tiller, coordinator of the
relief program of the Baptist World
Alliance (BWA).

The 1974 total is an increase of about
$200,000 over the 1973 giving of $233,340
and the 1972 sum of $266,363, Tiller said.

He attributed the record sum to several
factors. Baptists now have ‘‘a raised
conscicusness of the Christian ethic and
responsibility toward those who are in
great need,”’ he noted. And Baptists are
also giving more to countries not served
by their own mission boards, he added.

“There is a growing conviction,” Tiller
continued, ‘‘that the Baptist World Alli-
ance is a suitable, efficient, and effective
instrument for getting help to the people
who need it virtually anywhere in the
world.”’

Baptists of Canada were the largest
contributors to Baptist World Relief, with
more than $142,000. Churches of seven
national Baptist bodies in the United
States gave $92,000. Baptists of Australia
gave $60,000 and West Germany,
$48,000. -

Relief donations came from 26 member
bodies of the Alliance and three non-
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members. There also were contributions
from the three departments of the
Alliance, men, women and youth; from
local churches and individuals; and from
the West German organization, Brot fuer
die Welt (‘‘Bread for the World’’).

Expenditures for disaster relief were
made in about 14 countries, for ‘‘fellow-
ship’> assistance in eastern Europe,
‘‘developmental’’ work in eight nations,
and aid to churches in several countries.
Administration and general costs taken
from relief contributions were less than
two percent of the total.

Tiller reported to BWA Relief Commit-
tee that 1975 relief goals project a further
increase in giving to $530,500, with more
spending emphasis on ‘‘developmental
programs.”’ Such programs aim to help
people reach self-sufficiency in food
production and earning their living.

However, famine in many nations could
require greater emphasis than planned on
the ‘“‘disaster’”’ goal of direct efforts in
feeding the hungry, he said.

Numerous churches have reported
plans to encourage their people to fast
one meal a week, or to observe two
meatless days a week, or other variations
of a simpler life style. The subsequent

Vi b
-
BAPTIST DUCKS — Southern Baptist
missionary James Kirkendall shows off
some ducklings being raised by mission-
ary Carl F. Ryther to feed the hungry in
Bangladesh. The ducks are easily cared
for, and reproduce quickly.

Mrs. B. Herbert Stephens of Texas, to
Ethiopia.

Reappointed were Mr. and Mrs. Hu-
bert L. Hardy, former missionaries to
Chile, who resigned in 1973, to Chile.

(BP)

A Record Year

savings is contributed to Baptist World
Relief, Tiller noted.

Relief designations to the Alliance,
Tiller said, are honored in their entirety.
All money given for hunger relief or for
aid in disasters goes strictly to the
purposes designated by. the donor.

Examples of Baptist World Reliet
projects in 1974 are $5,000 to remodeling
of the Old Peoples’ Home in Los
Cardales, Buenos Aires, Argentina;
$2,000 to the Convencion Bautista de
Nicaragua for rebuilding churches de-
stroyed in the 1972 earthquake; $6,000 to
the Vietnam Baptist mission for the Cam
Ranh Christian Orphanage and a resettle-
ment project; and $1,800 to the Baptist
mission in Haiti for tractor attachments
for the Agricultural School.

Baptist World Relief donations in 1974
also aided disasters in Honduras, India
and the drought nations of Africa.
Baptists in several nations donated about
$7,500 that allowed Bibles to be shipped
into Romania.

Relief for Bangladesh, which has
suffered flooding, is ‘‘number one on our
list of priorities for humanitarian relief,”’
Tiller said. (BP)
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Luke 24:1-5

Mary of Magdala and Mary the mother
of James saw Joseph of Arimathea and
Nicodemus tenderly and lovingly lay the
body of their Lord in the new sepulchre
which was hewn out of a rock in the
garden and then roll a stone in front of
the entrance.

On Sunday, they hastened to the tomb
for the purpose of anointing Christ’s body
with spices and perfumes as an expres-
sion of their love for Him. Remembering
the stone had been rolled into its groove
to shut the entrance to the sepulchre,
they were wondering and worrying about
how they might remove the stone. At the
tomb, they were amazed to find that their
concern had been entirely unnecessary
because the stone had been rolled away.

Not realizing the significance of the
open tomb, these astonished and devoted
women entered to perform their ritual,
only to discover that the body of Christ
was not there. They were too frightened
for words when they saw the two
heavenly messengers in shining garments
and heard the question, ‘“Why seek ye
the living among the dead?’’ The mes-
sengers urged the women not to be
looking back to One Who had died, but to
look forward to: One Who was alive.
Fortunate indeed were these women in
having the privilege of viewing the empty
tomb and in hearing the announcement of
the messengers that ‘‘He is not here, he
is risen.”’ It is truly marvelous how much
consolation and encouragement were con-
centrated in that brief declaration.

Luke 24:36-49

At the evening meal in Emmaus, Christ
revealed Himself to the disciples whom
He had accompanied and then vanished
from their sight. Filled with a joy they
had never known, they departed for
Jerusalem with quick and eager pace to
bring to the other disciples the good
news that they had seen and heard the
risen Christ.

When they arrived in Jerusalem, they
found the eleven disciples already excited
by the report that Peter had seen the
risen Lord. While they were discussing

12

By H. C. Chiles
(These Lessons for March 30, 1975)

the matter Christ appeared and stood in
their midst. In the hush of the silence
which pervaded the group, they heard a
voice speaking as only their Lord could
speak: ‘‘Peace be unto you.”’

Observing their questioning faces,
Christ showed them His hands and His
feet. Leaning forward with wonder and
amazement, the disciples beheld the print
of the nails, which were the proof of His
sacrificial suffering. He invited them to
touch Him in order that they might be
sure that it was His real body that they
saw. To convince them beyond any doubt
that He was alive, He ate a piece of
broiled fish and some honey before their
very eyes.

After our Lord had convinced His disci-
ples that He had actually risen from the
dead, He opened their understanding
concerning what was written in the Old
Testament about His death and resurrec-
tion. He disentangled their minds, took
out the wrong ideas that were therein,
removed their prejudices and set them
free to comprehend and appreciate the
Scriptures.

Christ taught that His death, burial.

INTERNATIONAL SERIES

We Have

Hope is a combination of desire,
expectation, patience and joy. It implies a
desire for some good, which is future in
its realization and enjoyment, attended
with the pleasant anticipation and prob-
ability of obtaining it. The God of the.
Bible, to Whom the prophets, the Lord
Jesus Christ and His apostles repeatedly
made reference, is the God of hope. He
has communicated to men a revelation of
Himself and of His purposes in Christ.

Hebrews 13:20-21

In his earnest and remarkable prayer
for the recipients of this letter, the writer

" began by extolling both the Person and

the work of God. He addressed Him as
the ‘‘God of peace.”’

Continuing His Mission

and resurrection had made available to
them the remission of sins. He told them
what to do for Him now that He had
saved them. According to His plan and
purpose, it was their privilege, duty and
responsibility to preach repentance, faith
in Christ and remission of sins to all who
would listen to them. From Jerusalem
His gospel was to be carried to the
uttermost parts of the earth. Of course,
Jerusalem, the city which Christ and they
loved so dearly, was to have the first
opportunity to hear this glorious gospel
but from this center it was to be carried
to the uttermost parts of the earth.

Power for the effective and successful
proclamation of the gospel did not reside
in the disciples, but in the Holy Spirit.
Since any attempt to witness in the power
of mental culture, personal magnetism,
persuasive eloquence or any. other human
energy was to fail miserably, Christ
commanded them to wait in Jerusalem
until they were endued with the power of
the Holy Spirit. None of Christ’s followers
are competent to do the work which He
assigns to them until the Holy Spirit
imparts to them the enabling power. [

A Hope

Through the substitutionary death of
Jesus Christ on the cross the righteous
demands of God were satisfied. It became
possible for God to continue to be just
and also to be the justifier of all who
would believe on Christ as their Saviour.
In the role of shepherd Christ cared for
His sheep and gave His all for them.

Following the ascriptions of praise, the
writer made an earnest request that God
would fully equip and empower the
Christians for the work which He had
assigned to them in compliance with the
divine will. The writer was exceedingly
anxious for his readers to do God’s work
in the way in which He wanted it done,
regardless of the number of obstacles or
the enormity of the opposition they might
encounter in the process.

WESTERN RECORDER

Hebrews 13:1-8

Observant of and shocked by the break- \

down of Christian fellowship and con-
vinced that this prevailing condition
would lead to a breach of their fellowship
with Christ, the writer challenged all of
his Christian readers to continue the
cultivation of brotherly love. The prev-
alence and the expression of love for
one’s brethren in Christ must not be
overlooked or neglected. However, their
love must not be limited to Christians. It
must also find expression in hospitality to
strangers.

It is to be remembered that persecution
caused many of the early Christians to
become travelers, so those who enter-
tained them rendered them a great favor
and at the same time expressed their love
for Christ. Hospitality to strangers is one
effective means of sharing the gospel of
Christ and responding to human need.
Christian hospitality to strangers is en-
joined upon all who follow the Lord
Jesus. God will certainly bless and
reward His children who are hospitable
and kind to others. Showing Christian
kindness and helping those who need
assistance and encouragement will never
go unnoticed or unappreciated by our
Lord. Doing things for others out of a
heart of genuine Christian love will be
viewed by our Lord as the equivalent of
rendering service for Him. s

Marriage is honorable and should be
held in high regard by all. Nobody is
justified in violating the integrity of

another home. Only evil can result from.

so doing.

To each believer comes the admonition,

“Let your manner of life be without
covetousness.”” The admonition is not
restricted to the speaking of the lips, as
the word ‘‘conversation’”” would indicate,
but the entire manner of life is meant,
including the thoughts, words and ac-
tions.

Speaking to each of His children God
says: ‘I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.”” He promises that He will never
withdraw His protecting presence from
His child. Since He is our helper, we
need not fear what man may do to us.

The Christ of yesterday, today and
tomorrow is unchanging in His person.
He is the same in His attributes. He is
the same in His character—righteous,
faithful, loving, merciful, forbearing and
tender. Christ is unchanging in His
purpose—to reveal God to man, redeem
man from sin and reconcile man to God.
Christ is unchanging in His power to
transform a2 man’s heart, change his will
and enrich his life. O

‘‘Based on copyrighted Outlines produced by the Com-
mittee on the Uniform Series and used by permission.’”

MARCH 22, 1975

AUTHORS WANTED
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER

Leading book publisher seeks manuscripts of

all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scien-

tific, scholarly and religious works, etc. New

auchors welcomed. For free booklet, write!
VANTAGE PRESS, Inc.

516 W. 34 St., Dept. JL, New York 10001

An Impressive,

Comforting Service
that meets the requirements

Lee E. Cralle Co.
Funeral Home
LEE E. CRALLE, JR., President
~ PHONE
634-3646 ® 634-3647
1330 South Third Street

: Louisville, Ky.

of every family calling us

Kerr Brothers
FUNERAL HOME

Lexington, Ky.
463 E. Main St. @ Dial 2-3345

600 ASSORTED SWEET
ONION PLANTS

With free Planting Guide
$6.00 Postpaid

TONCO

Home of the sweet onion

FARMERSVILLE, TEXAS 75031

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS
Prices to satisfy every preference and need

AR PARKING
CONDITIONED AREAS
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BRECKINRIDGE
LANE
Phone 896-0349
PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE
Loulsville, Kentucky

Funerzl Burial
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LIFE OF RETIREMENT

P.O. Box 311, Estero, Florida 33928 e

A Ministry of Michigan Baptist Foundation wholly owned by American Baptist Churches of Michigan
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e A REFRESHING NEW CONCEPT FOR YOUR
7% RETIREMENT IN A CHRIST CENTERED COMMUNITY
7.\ FOR AN AFFORDABLE HEALTHFUL

As a program of the Michigan Baptist Foundation,
Estero Woods Village will provide affordable retire-
ment (from little more than $179 per month for two
persons) with coudntless features and fringe bene-
fits . .. including scenic golf course, nursing and
medical care advantages. It's a brand new retire-
ment community emerging about 13 g

miles south of the Fort Myers airport
on US 41 in sunny Florida.
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FORMER PASTOR TELLS ‘INTEGRITY’ CONFAB —

"Biblical Literalism Is Blasphemy” — Buttrick

“‘Biblical literalism is blasphemy
against God,”” declared George A. But-
trick at a national seminar on Integrity
attended by about 700 Southern Baptists
from across the United States.

“It is blasphemy because it leaves the
Holy Spirit with no work to do.”’

Buttrick, pastor of New York’s Madison
Avenue Baptist Church for 27 years, said
he rules out a legalistic approach to a
Biblical literalism because the ‘‘Bible is
the inspired Word of God.”

‘“‘Biblical literalism accuses God of
using men as tape recorders, a notion
that dishonors God and destroys men,”’
he said. ‘‘Literalism barters inspiration
for mechanics.”

The former Harvard University profes-
sor, now of Louisville, told the audience
that Biblical literalism tramples on ele-
mentary honesty.

“Which of the 3,000 manuscripts shall
we call infallible and which translation,”
he asked. ‘‘Does the sky rest on pillars
set on a flat earth. The literalist squirms
and dodges. Then he ends in blind
assertion.”’

Buttrick contended that fundamental-
ists act out of fear. ‘““And some of that
fear is justified,”” he conceded.

‘““What the fundamentalist is really
saying is not ‘This book is scientifically
inerrant, but God finds me in this Book.’
He fears that Biblical scholarship might
mute that authentic first-hand convic-
tion.”’ :

Buttrick, editor of the Interpreter’s
Bible commentary series, said funda-
mentalists were asking the scholars:
““When and where has the Bible found
you?”’

He conceded that scholars sometimes
get trapped by their own objectivity.
‘““Man can be objective only about ob-
jects,”” the speaker noted, ‘‘not about
persons and still less about God.”’

Before leaving the subject of Biblical
inspiration, Buttrick took ‘a swipe at the
popuiar Living Bible. “‘It is a sloppy and
slanted paraphrase hard to justify,”” he
said of the publication. When pressed by
questioners to explain his statements, the
internationally known scholar pointed to
examples of what he called ‘‘deliberate
mistranslations designed to promote per-
sonal theological preferences.”’

Buttrick also had harsh words for
preachers who commit themselves mainly
to proclamation of a private morality:
Don’t swear, don’t drink, don’t steal,
don’t cheat.

‘““These are shabby sins easy to
renounce and easy to resume,”’ he
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explained. ‘‘And they demand only a
cheap grace.”

Buttrick said this type preaching was a
“recent heresy started by Dwight L.
Moody. When private sins are over-
stressed our revival strikes a bargain with
rich men.”’

““‘Christ himself never struck such a
pose. What about Christ’s sermons on

the danger of big money, four of them in
Luke’s gospel; the pride of Roman offi-
cials; the blindness of the military party
called the Zealots, and the every-word-in-
the-Bible-is-true blindness of the Sad-
duccees.”’

“The strict individualism of present
day preaching betrays Christ,”” he de-
clared. °

College President Resigns

The president of troubled North Green-
ville College, a Baptist school in the
suburb of Tigerville, South Carolina, has
resigned following several weeks of
controversy centered around demands by
a majority of the faculty that he resign.

The letter of resignation of president
Harold E. Lindsey was read at a meeting
of the school’s board of trustees. Lindsey
was not present as the trustees accepted
the resignation, effective July 1, without
comment, according to the Baptist
Courier.

The school and Lindsey have been the
centers of a controversy which has
resulted in the dismissal of dean Clarence
Carder, students’ boycotting of classes,
the entire faculty placed on probation for
one year (an action rescinded at the latest
board meeting), and the trustees’ insis-
tence that students, faculty and adminis-
tration desist from further protest.

In its latest meeting, the college board
took six actions related to the school’s

— See Me ———
r for a new Olds

or a Preferred Used Car

TRI CITY OLDS
3920 Dutchmans Lane, Lou., Ky.
Bus. 897-6541 Home 239-7668

=== Charles W. Woodson =!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

ALUMINUM SIDING, exterior decorating, quality
wor}{. Call Colville Aluminum Co., (502) 368-1100.

GOSPEL PIANISTS: Add chords, ‘‘runs,’”’ progres-
sions. Twenty lessons, ‘‘Playing Evangelistic Style
Piano.’”’” $4.98. Evangelical Music, WR-1, Wawar-
den, Towa 51023.

FOR SALE: Church pews. Light oak, good condition.
Twenty pews, twenty foot long. Five dollars per foot.
Farmdale Baptist Church, Louisville, Phone 366-1434.

FOR SALE: Ridgecrest, North Carolina. 7 bedroom furn-
ished home with a 2 bedroom garage apartment. Both
in excellent condition and ideal for Church Groups.
$39,000. Contact Arnold Jones and Son Realty, Black
Mountain, North Carolina 28711.

administrative problems, including the
acceptance of Lindsey’s resignation, the
naming of a new coordinator of faculty
- affairs, and the removal of all but three
faculty members from probation. The
board also asked Ryan Eklund, vice
president of development, to reconsider
his resignation and remain with the
school, which he did. Carder was not
asked to return. y

Lindsey, who previously worked in
evangelism for the South Carolina Baptist
Convention and the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board, was elected presi-
dent of the college in April, 1970. Since
that time, the school has built two new
buildings and has received gifts of $1.5
million, the Courier noted.

North Greenville College was founded
in 1892 and is one of four colleges
supported by South Carolina Baptists.

(BP)
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Edwin R. Hillock, President
Wallace C. Hatler
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(Continued from page 5)

It is the boast of the Roman Catholic
Church, according to its motto, ‘‘semper
eadem,’’ that it is always the same. It is
bound by the decretals of its Councils,
and the encyclicals of its Popes, even
those issued centuries ago. The Roman
Church is just as great an enemy of the
home, the church, and the state, and of
the liberties of mankind, as it ever was.
Smallpox, yellow fever, typhus, tubercu-
losis, cancer are the same in nature as
they were hundreds of years ago. If some
of them are less generally fatal, it is
because their malignancy has been recog-
nized and antitoxins provided.

This is an age of tolerance. In the first
place the element of permissiveness has
rubbed off on the church. In the second
place, the flourishing educational meth-
ods is all pervasive. This is the prevailing
concept of truth through synthesis. Syn-
thesis is worse than plain non-truth, or
anti-truth, because being a mixture of
truth and non-truth, it is as someone has
said, ““worse confounded.” It is bewilder-
ingly confusing. The apostle Paul, you
will recall, was put in prison for opposing
synthesis. (Acts 16) The present methods,
dialogue and synthesis, may be according
to the wisdom of this world, but they are
not according to God’s wisdom. Let us
stay with that.

But, what is God’s wisdom? One of the
basic distinctives of our faith is “The sole
authority of the Bible.”” THE BIBLE IS
ENOUGH. If the Bible is enough, then its
standards must be ours. Its morality must
be ours. Its concern for sinners must be
ours. In the New Testament, there were
high standards by which they lived, or
low levels to which they fell. They were
either hot or cold. They knew nothing of
this compromising ‘‘in betweenness’’ that
passes for Christianity with so many of
us. The Bible is our sole authority in
matters of religion and practice. We do
not embrace tradition. but only the
Scriptures. The Revealed Truth!

Not only is the Bible enough but God’s
grace is enough. I do not pay for my
salvation. Away with indulgences and
penances! No place in the Scriptures do I
find that by ceasing to do certain things
will we merit salvation.

Might I mention also CHRIST IS
ENOUGH. There was nothing left to be
done when Christ hung on that accursed
tree and cried, ‘It is finished.”” He had
paid a price that was more than enough

MARCH 22, 1975

for my eternal welfare. Oh, praise God,
He is enough. Not my righteousness, but
His, put to my account. Not my sacrifice,
but His most precious blood. What need I
for intercession of saints, or the interven-
tion of Mary? My case is in the hands of
the Son of God, who lived and died for
my salvation, and is now seated at the
right hand of the Majesty on high.

Call me what you will. I cannot com-
promise my strong convictions above
mentioned. I, no doubt, will be given the
cold shoulder by many, but I am not
going to give up precious truths for the
bondage of the Dark Ages, and a con-
science accountable to the tyranny of
man!
Louisville, Ky. L. Foster Rose
PRIORITIES?

Dear Editor:

I may be comparing apples and
oranges, so please correct me if my
observation is wrong. :

On the back page of the Western
Recorder, February 22 issue, there were
two stories featured. One relates how the
Brotherhood Commission had been forced
to cut its staff 25 percent due to a
$146,933 deficit in funding. The deficit
had occurred because of inflation and
reduced income, and the budget alloca-
tion reduction of the SBC Executive
Committee. The money available was not
adequate to cover the higher level of
program services provided for 461,080
men and boys in 14,425 churches in S0
states.

The other story related to a picture of a
spire that was on its way to New Orleans
to adorn the Roland Quincy Leavell
Chapel at the New Orleans Theological
Seminary. The cost of the 95 foot, spire?
A mere $88,400.

Is there a priority here? Is this similar
to a church curtailing its Church Training
program in order to put a new spire on

Stockholm
BWA Congress Tour

with
DR. WAYNE DEHONEY

Past Pres. of SBC
Optional Extensions to:

Holy Land - Russia - Europe
For Details, Write:
2103 High Ridge Road
Louisville, KY 40207
Phone: (502) 893-5424

top of the church? E. M. Coleman, W. J.
Isbell, Jay Chance, John Pate, Jim
Frazier, Dennis Murray, Steve Wall, all
the others who had lost their jobs, and
maybe 461,080 men and boys of the
Brotherhood and Royal Ambassadors may
think so.

If my deduction is wrong, then two
stories were placed in an unfortunate

‘juxtaposition on the back page of the

Western Recorder.
Somerset, Ky. Oscar Davidson
Editor’s Note: The Brotherhood Commis-
sion is financed through Cooperative Pro-
gram allotments and the sale of litera-
ture. These sources. failed to keep pace
with the commission’s expanding cash
outgo. The spire for the New Orleans
Chapel was financed by private gifts from
alumni and friends of the institution.

GOOD CHOIR
Dear Editor:

We here in Northern Kentucky have
been richly blessed during the past few
weeks with the presentation of the
inspirational, message filled musical,
“Come Together,”” presented by the
Generation Gap Choir of Highland Hiils
Baptist Church, Ft. Thomas.

As the name suggests, the Generation
Gap Choir is a harmonious blend of both
young people and adults.

The long hours of personal sacrifice
and practice are surely paying rich divi-
dends — as this group has already had
the opportunity to present this program
to some 600 to 800 people in five
different churches, and has commitments
through the middle of May.

Ft. Thomas, Ky. Kenneth A. Burton

Does Your

Church Need Money

to build or buy property
write or call
Beneficial Church Plan, Inc.
Box 12070
Lexington, Ky. 40511
(606) 253-3228

(No Obligation)

LIGHTS

<

BAPTISTRIES

PO BOX 2218 DANVILLE, VA 24541
j PHONE (804) 797 3277
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