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Kentuckians Tapped For -Leadership

Several Kentuckians were ekected to
places of convention leadership during
the Southern Baptist Convention annual
session in Miami, Beach. Below is a
complete list of Kentuckians elected and
their place of service.

COMMITTEE ON BOARDS
Terms expiring 1976
George S. Munro
David Jackson
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Term expiring 1979

John Dunaway ;
FOREIGN MISSION BOARD
Terms expiring 1979
Rollin S. Burhans-
HOME MISSION BOARD
Term expiring 1979
Harry N. Hollis, Sr. .
BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD
Term expiring 1979
Bill R. Tichenor
ANNUITY BOARD
Term expiring 1979
Bernard S. Randolph

All s Forgiven

The British view of the United States’
bicentennial observance sutrfaced in hu-
morous fashion just before the initial
ringing of the replica of the Liberty Bell
at the Convention’s opening session
Tuesday morning.

‘.‘If I don’t share your rejoicing with
quite the same enthusiasm, I may be

forgiven,” said C. Ronald Goulding of

London, England, one of the fraternal
messengers to the Convention from more
than a half dozen countries.

““Cousin, come home, All is forgiven,”’
quipped Goulding, an associate secretary
- of the Baptist World Alliance.

“But don’t all come at once,”” he
added. ‘“You’d sink us.”’ (BP)

N~

SOUTHERN SEMINARY
Term expiring 1980
Wayne Dehoney
Local Members
Term expiring 1976
Edwin L. Tompert
Term expiring 1977
Leonard V. Hardin
Terms expiring 1980
Joseph Stopher
Frank Ellis

MIDWESTERN SEMINARY
Term expiring 1976
James C. Jones
BROTHERHOOD COMMISSION
Term expiring 1979
P. A. Stevens
BWA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
~ Term expiring 1980 :
Duke K. McCall
NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST
FELLOWSHIP
Term expiring, 1980
Duke K. McCall

Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT
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“Notice you only looked at your watch twice!
, Glad to see you getting involved.’

to the saints”—Jupe 3

KENTUCKY BAPTIST BUILDING
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Kerney L. Bailey
Pastor, Southside Baptist
Church, Louisville

An Urgent Plea

I Samuyel 12:7 is a striking verse. It
reads, ‘‘Now therefore stand still, that I
may plead with you before the Lord
concerning all the saving deeds of the
Lord which he performed for you and for
your fathers.’’” (RSV)

The occasion was the ‘installment of
Israel’s first king. The old prophet,
Samuel, was coming to the point of
stepping aside. A portion of his farewell
address was to recount some of the
highlights of God’s saving deeds. At the
top of the list was deliverance from
Egyptian bondage, a fundamental fact of
Israel’s. faith. The mighty acts of the
merciful God had redeemed the Hebrew
people from slavery. The welfare of the
nation would depend upon the people’s
commitment to the God who saved them.

The fundamental fact of the Christian
faith is **. . . how that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures; and that
he was buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the Scriptures.”
This saving act of God in Christ is the
gospel, the: good news, the power of God
unto salvation, man’s greatest need and
God’s most gracious gift. The welfare of
the souls of men, as well as the welfare
of our nation, depends upon our response
to the fundamental fact that Christ died
for us and rose again. That was God’s
saving act for His people.
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The striking point of this passage was
Samuel pleading with the people. His
expressions were much more than calling
attention to past experiences. There
seemed to be a spirit of an urgent plea
for the people to fear, honor and serve
God.

The message of the New Testament is
an urgent plea for an affirmative re-
sponse to the gospel. Today’s world is
also an urgent plea for boldness in
preaching, teaching and living the gospel.
My task and privilege, as is yours, is to
plead the case of Christ daily in word and
deed. |
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) Mighfy Deeds With Meager Resources

Introduction: A great American philoso-
pher, Walt Kelly, draws the comic strip,
Pogo. In it he has the little possum
saying to his fellow creatures of the
swamp, ‘‘The only trouble .with our
country is that we are surrounded with
insurmountable opportunity.”” The Apos-
tles must have felt a similar sense of
being overwhelmed by opportunity when

Jesus posed the question, ‘‘“How can we -

feed this multitude of famished men?”’
They had come out of their spiritual
hunger to hear of the Bread of Life. Now
they ar® suffering from physical hunger
and Jesus cares about both dimensions of
man’s need. The response of the Apostles
has its modern counterparts. Phillip
incredulously looked about and said,
‘“‘why with all we have we could just give
a bite apiece. What good would that
do?”’ Andrew timidly comes forward with
the lad’s lunch and says, ‘‘Here’s a little
food, but what is that among so many?”’

The feeling: of being overwhelmed by a
tidal wave of need is a familiar one.
Those who labor to stftch meager
resources around a globe whose map has
been rewritten dozens of times in recent
years are keenly aware of the forces
which engulf us. C. W. Black, an
eloquent preacher in our city, said to a
conference of black preachers at Bishop
College some time ago, ‘‘The church
always operates out of meager resources.
If it waits until its inventory shows it has
adequate food in its warehouses to feed
the multitudes, it never feeds anyone.”’

What Jesus does on that ancient
hillside is more than an event revealing
his power and compassion, it is a pattern
for action and a promise for fulfillment.
Let us look together at the scripture to
discover the shape of our opportunity,
strategies for response, and the Spirit of
God who does mighty deeds with meager
resources. .

I. The Shape of Our Opportunity

1. The Shape of Spiritual Hunger

The five thousand were in that waste-
land because of spiritual hunger. Disil-
lusioned with the dead religion of their
day, despairing of the emptiness of
following their political leaders by ap-
peasing the powers of Rome,they were
spiritually curious and seeking. That
same spiritual hunger exists today. It is
reflected in the very apathy about which
we are complaining. The apathy of urban
man is one of disillusionment with the
promises of yesterday’s messiahs. There
is, as Os Guinness has said, a ‘‘dust of
death’’ on a decade of activism. The
smug smile of secular man who thought
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By Jimmy R. Allen *
Scriptute: John 6:1-14

he had ‘‘come of age’’ and did not need
God has been replaced by a worried
frown. Spiritual hunger has broken out in
unlikely places. Technological man is
attending seances, looking for an exit to
the East in mystical and meditation
religions, reading his horoscope. He is an
Urban Orphan looking for a Father and a
Family. He is a systems man whose
systems are not working. Stagflation is
sapping his economic strength. Skepti-
cism has sapped his spiritual strength.
Chemicals of drugs and sensations of sex
have failed to satisfy. He is searching.
Around the world this hunger is found.

2. The Shape of Physical Hunger

Famished men stirred the compassion
of a caring Christ. Those tears must be
flowing today in a world in which
nutrition experts are seriously debating
what they call ‘“‘triage’’. That’s a term for
separating nations into three groups:
those whose food needs will be met no
matter what we do, those whose food
needs cannot be met no matter what we
do, and those who might be helped by a
maximum effort. The suggestion is to
write off a third of the world as unsavable
and work only on those whose long range
needs can be met. The cool calculation of
that reasoning is as frightening as
listening in on a statistics discussion by
the operators of Dachau. The stark facts
are that ‘‘of the 60 million deaths
recorded each year, about 70 percent are
due. to hunger or to problems arising
from hunger. . .The United Nations Food
and Agricultural Organization estimates
that an average of 15,000 people die of
malnutrition daily, 10,000 of them child-
ren.”’ (Post American, March, 1974, page
A eis

The task seems overwhelming, but the
urgency of need demands a Christian
conscience response. We must be at the
task of demonstrating the validity of our
love in very practical ways. ““I was
hungry and ye fed me’’ is the recurring
theme of a gospel that is good news.
Jesus is careful to point beyond a
miraculous deed or a temporary meal to
eternal' power ‘and the bread which lasts.
(John 6:27) We must demonstrate” love
through helping men to eat. We have not
met their deepest need until we lead
them to the Eternal Bread.
3.: The Shape of Sagging Morality

In a book called Our Depleted Society
Melman Seymour described the inevitable

Jimmy R. Allen, pastor of First Baptist
Church, San Antonio, is a native of Hope,
Arkansas. He is a graduate of Howard
Payne College and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He has served as
pastor of churches in Texas and is former
secretary of the Texas Baptist Christian
Life Commission and former president of
Texas Baptists. He is the author of a
weekly news column in San Antonio,
“Down to Earth'' and gives moral
commentary on a local television station.

_ He has written widely.

ruin of a throw-away culture depleting its
resource. We are challenged by a society
passing through a cycle of depleting our
spiritual heritage. In this bicentennial
year, we are celebrating our freedoms.
Separation of church and state has
created an atmosphere of voluntary
response to God which has fostered the
strongest religious life of any nation in
the world. In the last few decades,
however, we have followed a path of
license rather than liberty, of unre-
strained greed breeding injustice, of
political leadership by deception. Families
fragment in a society in which non-mar-
(Continued on page 18)




DALEY//\/OBSERVATIONS

An Uninciting But Good Convention

Southern Baptists overflowed Miami Beach last
week, enjoyed a tranquil convention, had enough
money left to get home in spite of the high prices
and found enough inspiration to return to their
fields of service for another year.

Baptist conventions are famous for making
news. Baptist freedom and openness make for the
possibility of an explosive convention anytime and
some messengers every year take advantage of this
opportunity. And so speculation builds up every
year as to what bomb may be dropped. This year
the bomb was never dropped or at least it was
never detonated.

This doesn’t mean messengers in Miami
avoided controversial issues. In fact, a record
number of resolutions and motions of one kind or
another was presented. Abortion, public school
prayer and Bible reading, television violence and
obscenity, public school questionable textbooks and
such current issues were all brought up. But the
messengers in Miami were not in a mood to be
manipulated by zealots. The convention in recent
years has spoken clearly and emphatically on these
issues and feels no need to fuss and fight over
them every year.

The messengers treated their agencies and
committees which brought reports and recom-
mendations with gentleness. This indicates the
messengers appreciate the commitment and the
work of those who are assigned leadership in the
various ministries to which Southern Baptists are
- committed.

By prevailing journalism standards only the
spectacular, sensational or controversial make front
page stories. Southern Baptists make their share of
such headlines but not this year in Miami Beach.
And so secular news media had difficulty finding a
headline story. The local newspapers found nothing
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more exciting to report than the performance of a
grand ole opry star who was put on the program.

Baptists should be more insightful than secular
newsmen in evaluating a convention. A meeting of
Baptists should not have to be stormy or even
exciting to be judged good. It’s good when more
than 16,000 individual Baptists can agree on their
mission and blend their variety of convictions into
a unified thrust.

The 1975 Southern Baptist Convention had its
superlatives. It was the most enjoyable and
delightful convention in several years. The absence
of extended debate on controversial issues de-
manding the attention of the messengers and the
inviting beaches and scenery made a good
combination, especially for many who made the
convention a family affair.

It was also one of the best attended conventions
session after session. The corridors and exhibition
areas were always full of socializers but so was the
meeting hall most of the time. Shuttle buses made
it very convenient to get to and from the audi-

torium.

Kentucky was - well represented in Miami
Beach. Among the Kentucky delegation was more
than the usual number of laymen for some of
whom it was their first national meeting of
Southern Baptists. It will be a memorable
experience for these.

Somerset First Baptist Church was represented
by a bus load of 50 who reported it was the time of

- their lives. What a wonderful way to lift the sights

and inspire greater efforts of ‘an already great
church!

So what? It was not a stormy nor sensational
meeting. We didn’t make news headlines. For this
very reason it was a good convention. May the
Lord give us more of this kind.

WESTERN RECORDER

The Southern Baptist Convention
Is No Place For Entertamment

What is one person’s  delight is another’s
misery and vice versa. Baptist editors tend to be
critical and sometimes vent their personal feelings
upon their readers. This is one of those times.

For one, | am sick of the entertainment and
shoddy exhibitionism which are more and more
invading Baptist meetings where worship is
supposed to go on and where the work of the Lord
is supposed to be done. It’s bad enough to put up
with the pulpit exhibitionism of some pastors and
the professional performances of some evangelists
and evangelistic singers. Now beauty queens,
professional entertainers, grand ole opry stars and
professional athletes are called upon to spice up
Baptist meetings.

The specific instance which set me off was the
program for the 1975 Southern Baptist Convention.
A beauty queen, Vonda Kay Van Dyke with her
professional type entertainment, came on to climax
an evening session already climaxed by an
inspiring presentation of the Home Mission Board.

Messengers with issues they considered vital to
discuss were cut off in order to make way for a
grand ole opry star. The local newspapers in which
it was hard to find any reports on the convention
found a front page story in the clowning Jerry
Clower, a former fertilizer salesman who is now a
grand ole opry star.

BAPTIST FORUM

Now Vonda Kay Van Dyke and Jerry Clower
are to be admired for the dedication of their talents
as a Christian witness and there are appropriate
places for them to do their things. But, in my
opinion, the Southern Baptist Convention is not
one of those places. There are enough Baptist
meetings where entertainment and comedy talent
are appropriate without invading the convention.
It’s lamentable that so many of us expect to be
entertained in Baptist meetings. It’s more lament-
able that we encourage this by putting professional
entertainers on Convention programs.

The Southern Baptist Convention is in session
only three days a year. Here a multi-million dollar
missionary enterprise around the world is reported
upon and approved. Recommendations with far
reaching implications are considered and plans for
reaching the whole world with the gospel are
projected. These three days should be reserved for
Southern Baptist business and inspiration.

Convention messengers who want a floor show
can find one elsewhere and those too far away to
go to the grand ole opry in Nashville won’t have to
wait long before some of the opry stars will be in
their area.

In the meantime let’s keep the Southern Baptist
Convention sessions from being prostituied by
beauty queens and clowns.

Fifth, too many churches insist on the’
minister’s wife being the assistant pastor
on a gratis basis. There are thousands of
ministers’ children who have grown up
and turned their backs on the churches as
a result of experiences they had as
children growing up in ministers’ homes.

Too many people insist on sitting in
judgment on the minister and his family.

MINISTERIAL EXODUS

Dear Editor:

Reports have been published to the
effect that 40 percent of the men who go
into the ministry are leaving their pulpits.
Southern Baptists alone are losing 1,000
men per year from their pulpits. This
writer has seen pastors leave churches of
5,000 and 6,000 members and go into
other lines of work.

Why this exodus? After 50 years in the
Baptist ministry this writer offers some
answers.

First, the unwillingness of churches to
accept the fact that there are thousands
of ministers who are much better trained
for their work than lawyers and doctors
are for theirs. Ministerial training, in the
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Baptist way, calls for from eight to 14
years of training.

Second, too many churches insist on
changing pastors every few years. It
takes a new man five years to get
acquainted and get started and 20 to
accomplish anything.

Third, too many churches refuse to
accept the fact that a third of a pastor’s
salary goes for overhead expenses that he
would not have if he were not a pastor
and the day of discounts is long since
over. When ministers have financial
difficulties they are accused of not having
any business judgment.

Fourth, too many churches buy or build
parsonages and refuse to keep them up.
Too many ministers are llvmg in shabby,
unfit housing.

Lexington, Kentucky W. M. Averett

Western
Recorder . . .
Keeping You
Informed

About
Baptist Life
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SBC NAME CHANGE BURIED —

Annuity o

Program

Byrd R. Ison -
Annuity Director,
Kentucky Baptist Convention

He was bent and seemed tired as he
walked slowly down the aisle of our
church. Who was this stranger? Doesn’t
some recognize him? He begins his words
slowly as he says, ‘‘I am in need. I do not
have enough to eat, not sufficient clothes
to wear, and my shelter is a one room
sleeping place. I wonder.if you could help
me? I used to be pastor here 35 years
ago. 1 never knew too much about the
Annuity Program and this church never
did see fit to concern itself about my
need then — but will you help me
now!!?"" This could have been avoided
had the church been of a mind to do so.

The * Annuity Board had made all
provisions to care for all the above.

The agony of the lack of financial
security grips people the world over.
Food, shelter and adequate clothing are
the greatest concerns of most people.

The Annuity Board makes possible all
these for our church staff and pastors.
The churches need to understand these
needs for the Lord’s servants and to take
steps to provide them. It is a protection
to the church from embarrassment as
well as the church staff.

The industrial world provides for its

own so why not we who talk about loving .

our pastor and staff show it in material
ways by providing for them?

There are those who say we cannot
afford all these provisions. They need to
understand that they cannot afford not to
provide for those who ‘‘serve the Lord.”

If many of our church members sat in
the place I set and talk to a widow with

“two children and hear her say, ‘I just do

not know what I am going to do, for a
place to live and food for ourselves.”” You
see the churches where her husband was
pastor ]ust let “‘slide by’’ the responsibil-
ity of caring for their needs. The disabled
pastor faces the same situation. He was
on‘‘Duty’’ 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, 365 days a year and the pressure
became too much — so he breaks down
and now what does he do?

The wife has to eventually move out of
the parsonage, the disabled pastor moves
from the field, but where to? Perhaps on
welfare, because the church really did not
care.

These are not fantasies, but real people
— 1 know, I deal with them day by day.
Do you?
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Messengers Extend Sfudy Of
Executive Comm. Until 1976

Messengers to the Southern Baptist
Convention voted Tuesday night to grant
another year for a Committee of Seven to
study the role of the SBC Executive
Committee.

Chauncey Daley, editor of the Western
Recorder, and chairman of the study
committee, said a report would be given
at the 1976 Convention in Norfolk,
Virginia. He said the report would be
released for study by Southern Baptists
well before the Convention.

The messengers also supported a

Committee recommendation that the
name of the Southern Baptist Convention
not be changed at present.

Daley presents committee report

An effort to get the messengers to
consider for a year another name,

‘““Cooperative Baptist Churches,”’ failed
decisively. The substitute motion was
offered by Donald Brown, a Baltimore,
Maryland, pastor. Surveys showed that a
decisive majority of Southern Baptists
oppose any change in the name, Daley
said.

Surveys by 32 state Baptist newspapers
showed 35 percent favoring a name
change and 65 percent opposed it.

A professional survey showed about 25
percent of Southern Baptists for and 75
percent against a name change, Daley
said.

States where the majority of Southern
Baptists favored a name change were the

newer areas of Southern Baptist work in

New England, Michigan, Hawaii, West
Virginia, Oregon, New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Kansas and District of
Columbia.

Reasons given for opposing the name
change included the danger, of other
groups claiming the name and capital-
izing upon it, the problem of communi-
cating a name change, and the absence of
a consensus on a suitable name change.
~ The most popular names listed in the
polls were Cooperative Baptist Conven-
tion, Continental Baptist Convention,
United Baptist Convention, World Baptist
Convention and Baptist Convention of
America.

In its progress report on the Executlve
Committee the Committee of Seven noted
that the Executive Committee ‘‘provides
checks and balances to protect the
historical principles of the Baptist liber-
ties and autonomy.’’

Convention Adopts Record Budget,
Other Executive Committee Proposals

Without a dissenting vote, the South-
ern Baptist Convention on June 10
adopted the largest budget in its history:
$51 million.

The budget, accepted during the first
business session of the annual meeting,
is more than 25 percent above the
1974-75 budget of $40 million.

Much of the increase is reflected in the
“‘challenge portion”’ of the budget, which
is $8,920,000 for 1975-76, as compared
with $3 million last year.

The challenge phase of the budget is in
addition to the operating budget and
provides extra funds for agencies, institu-
tions and commissions.

Under the budget — which will go into

effect October 1 — the basic operational
expenditures will be $41 million; capital
needs, $1,080,000; and the challenge
budget, $8,920,000.

It compares with last year’s operational
budget of $36 million; capital needs of $1
million and the challenge budget of $3
million.

The new budget will coincide with the
Bicentennial Year of the United States

and the S50th anniversary year of the .

Cooperative Program, the Baptist method
of supporting its work.

The budget was adopted by messen-
gers without debate.

The budget provides:

Foreign Mission Board, $20,480,400;
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Jack Gardner, a Kentucky lay member of
the SBC Executive Committee presents
resolution to convention.

Home Mission Board, $7,680,150; Annui-
ty Board, $250,000; Southwestern Semi-
nary, $2,379,827; Southern Seminary,

$1,884,198; New Orleans Seminary, $1,-

499,187, Southeastern Seminary, $1,-
265,651; Midwestern Seminary, $790,494;
Golden Gate Seminary, $782,323;

Southern Baptist Foundation, $108,091;
American Seminary, $113,780; Brother-
hood Commission, $409,608; Christian
Life Commission, $278,781; Education
Commission, $187,737; Historical Com-
mission, $159,292;

Radio-Television Commission, $1,-
934,260; Stewardship Commission,
$201,000; Baptist Joint Committee,
$171,241, and SBC operating Budget,
$424,000.

Local boards
The only recommendation from the
Executive Committee — which operates

the convention between annual sessions—
to draw fire was a proposal concerning

" composition of boards of trustees for

boards, agencies and commissions.

The recommendation related to so-
called “‘local boards’ of SBC institutions
and agencies. The local board arrange-
ment allows a portion of the trustees or
directors to be from the city or state in
which the organization is located.

Last year, the Executive Committee
was instructed to study the local board
arrangement. Its recommendation was
made in response to that motion.

However, the recommendation reduced
the number of local members on boards,
but did not eliminate them.

Kenneth Barnett, a pastor from EIl
Reno, Oklahoma, challenged the recom-
mendation, charging that the ‘‘stage
coach, covered wagon and railroad train
have gone, but the SBC is not sensitive to
change in the space age. . . .”

Barnett charged the agencies ‘‘do not
want the changes . . . are resisting these
changes .

‘““Under this plan, one church in the
Southern Baptist Convention can have
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more representation on a Southern Bap-
tist board or agency than the combined
conventions of Alabama and Florida
together,”’ he charged.

Barnett, who said he is a trustee of the
Oklahoma Baptist University, has ap-
peared several times in the past to
challenge the local board arrangement.

Impact 80s

A denominational emphasis stretching
into the mid-1980’s was also adopted.

Known as ‘“IMPACT 80s Emphasis
Plan,” it touches most areas of denomi-
national life. Yet, the program was
adopted by messengers with no dlscus-
sion and no voiced opposition.

Messengers also approved a restated
program of evangelism in the Home
Mission Board without comment from the

floor, although the matter was discussed

last year at the Dallas convention.

The two recommendations were part of
a report by the SBC Executive Commit-
tee, which also included a recommenda-
tion to shift the site of the June 14-16,
1977, convention from Memphis, Tennes-
see, to Kansas City, Missouri.

‘“A serious room shortage has devel-
oped in Memphis with hotel closings and
plans for motel expansion stymied,”’ said
Doyle E. Carlton, Jr., of Wauchula,
Florida, a member of the committee.

““Since we will be out there for four or
five days, it would not be a bad idea to
have a place to stay,”” he added. ‘‘So we
turned our eyes to Kansas City.”’

Messengers approved the convention

. site shift without opposition.

The IMPACT 80s plan directs that
themes and emphases in the years from
1979-86 ‘‘be developed in keeping with
the gospel relating to the several crmcal
concerns.

The concerns include family life, lead-
ership development, Bible study, church
planning, study of Baptist doctrine and
heritage, community involvement, mis-
sion involvement, church growth, and
Biblical giving.

Evangelism

The evangelism statement is a change
in the program statement of the SBC
Home Mission Board, which has the
responsibility for national evangelism.

It spells out three broad areas of
concern—evangelism development, pet-
sonal evangelism and mass evangelism.

Arthur Rutledge, executive director-
treasurer of HMB, told messengers: ‘‘A
year ago in this convention a recommen-
dation was introduced that a commission
on evangelism be instituted. It was tabled
to give the Home Mission Board time to
study this matter.’

He said a study has been conducted
and evangelism has been elevated within
the HMB structure from a division to a

section, reporting directly to the top
administrator.

Rutledge said he believes the revised
program statement and structure change
“‘will strengthen evangelism within the
Home Mission Board.”

The messengers also approved program
statement changes for the Baptist Sunday
School Board, Christian Life Commission,
Baptist Committee on Public Affairs,
Annuity Board and Stewardship Commis-
sion.

Other action

Earlier, the Executive Committee voted
to refer back to its.administrative commit-
tee a recommendation it had approved:
previously. The recommendation asked
that priority in selecting trustees of
Convention boards and agencies be given
to people related primarily to the life and
work of the churches rather than denomi-
national agencies.

George Bagley of Montgomery, execu-
tive secretary for Alabama Baptists, told
the committee that the recommendation
was potentially divisive and noted that
denominational workers ‘‘are personally
involved in the life and work of the
churches.”

In other action the committee approved
a report by Convention president Jaroy
Weber of Lubbock, Texas, for a disaster
assistance coordinating committee to help
alert Baptists to emergency calls for
assistance around the world.

The disaster committee would work
through existing agencies, primarily state
Baptist conventions, Weber said.

Southern Baptists, through disaster
relief offerings this year, have given
thousands of dollars to aid victims of
disasters in Honduras, Asia, Africa and
other stricken areas of the world.

In other action, the Executive Commit-
tee approved plans for a special bicenten-
nial issue of its periodical, The Baptist
Program, to assist churches in their plans
for observing the nation’s 200th anniver-
sar, e

Southern Seminary president Duke K.
McCall speaks during the 50th anniver-
sary celebration of Cooperative Program.
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DURING BUSINESS SESSIONS —

Messengers Refuse To Tamper
With 'Baptist Faith and Message'

The Southern Baptist Convention voted
to table a motion to supplement its
statement, The Baptist Faith and Mes-

,sage, adopted 12 years ago.

Mrs. R. L. Sappington, a Houston,
Texas, pastor’s wife, who offered the
motion, wanted to authorize the SBC
‘“‘president to call a meeting of men to
present a statement of information and
guidelines to the agencies of the SBC
supplementing the SBC statement en-
titled ‘The Baptist Faith and Message’.”

An opponent of the motion, Horace G.
Hammett, retired general secretary of the
South Carolina Baptist Convention, asked
messengers to table it because it was not
specific enough.

““The motion raised some very serious
questions and problems,’” he said.

The men who would draft the state-
ment are not named in the motion,
Hammett charged.

Hammett added there also was a
danger because the motion did not even
require a subsequent report to the
Convention on how the statement would
be supplemented.

In other action during a miscellaneous
business period, messengers defeated an
effort to restrict the SBC presidency to a
one-year term without a chance for
reelection.

Joe W. Burton of Nashville, former
registration secretary of the Convention
for 18 years, offered the motion to restrict
the term of president.

According to Burton, the limitation
would ‘‘minimize the trend to institution-
alizing the office, discourage political

striving,”” prevent any president from
exploiting the office, and keep any
ecclesiastical hierarchy from developing.

After a brief rebuttal supporting the
present status that permits a president to
be elected to a second successive one-
year term, messengers voiced a resound-
ing ‘““No’’ to Burton’s motion.

A motion to change a Convention bylaw
to make it easier for messengers to take
direct action on an agency’s internal
operations was withdrawn.

Also withdrawn was a motion calling
for clarification of a statement in The
Baptist Faith and Message. Under the,

heading ‘‘The Scriptures,’’ the statement °

reads: “‘It (the Bible) has God for its
author, salvation for its end, and truth,
without any mixture of etror, for its
matter.”’

The sponsor, M. 0. Owen of Gastonia,
North Carolina, wanted to know if the
clause ‘‘without any mixture of error”
refers to ‘‘truth’’ or to ‘““The Bible.”’

When the motion came to the floor,
Searcy Garrison, of Atlanta, Georgia,
chairman of the order of business
committee, told the messengers the
author of the motion had requested the
‘‘motion be withdrawn should he not be
here.”’ .

He was not present and the motion was
withdrawn.

Aid for pastors

Northrup Hood of Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, asked help for ministers
“‘involved in problems of family relation-
ships.”” ‘The motion called for ‘‘practical,
specific and positive help for the broken

Henry Johns, right, leads in prayer closing the Thursday morning session. Johns is
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Versailles.

8 ®

<

The Tony Carson family of Muldraugh
found hotdogs and cokes a good lunch.
Messengers crowded convention snack-
bars for the four days in Miami Beach.

lives of pastors and others in church
vocations who have fallen into sin . . . .”’
A former Kentuckian, Hood talked' of
the ‘‘growing problem of divorce in the
convention . . . and of pastors who are
leaving the pastoral ministry because
they have fallen into sin.”’ %
The motion was referred to the Baptist
Sunday School Board to ‘‘work with state
conventions to see what should be done.”

Other actions
Dean Greiling of Temple City, Califor-

nia, criticized a denominational magazine

and an advertisement in others after his
motion criticizing ‘‘convention-sponsored
dialogues with Catholics’’ was ruled out
of order.

He criticized a Home Missions maga-
zine article on witnessing to Roman
Catholics and an ad for. the Interpreters’
Commentary on the Bible.

H. Cecil Chance of Winter Haven,
Florida, concurred with a proposal that
his motion dealing with the assignment of
hotel and motel accommodations for those
attending the Convention each year be
referred to the SBC Executive Committee
for study.

The. Executive Committee is responsi-
ble for making Convention arrangements.

A motion related to construction of
buildings for use in pagan worship on
government-owned land was referred to
the SBC public affairs committee for
study.

In a final business act, Warren Hult-

gren, pastor of First Baptist Church of

Tulsa, Oklahoma, was selected to preach
the convention sermon at the 1976 annual
meeting of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion in Norfolk, Virginia.

Alternate is Charles Fuller, pastor of
First Baptist Church of Roanoke, Vir-
ginia. .
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Hunger, Violence, Religious Persecution Considered By SBC

Messengers attending the Southern
Baptist Convention adopted a resolution
on world hunger, urging churches to set
aside a day of prayer and fasting each
month to help meet the problem. ,

The resolution, which was adopted
after brief floor debate, also urged
Americans to deyelop a life style of
sharing and to work to replace any
tendency toward hoarding.

Delegates also took a stand on Christian
citizenship, on violence, and asked prayer
for those persecuted for religious beliefs.

The world hunger resolution, also
called on government and private agen-
cies to seek ways of sharing agricultural
technology with countries needing this
help.

It passed after brief floor debate in
which Wayne Stephens, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Douglas, Texas, re-
minded the crowd that ‘‘Jesus told us
to feed the world with the Word of God
and as Christians we should put the
Gospel out as our primary concern and
not be so much concerned with the social
aspects of hunger.”’

The Christian citizenship resolution,
presented by C. Welton Gaddy of
Nashville, a third CLC staff member, was
passed unanimously.

It sought a moratorium on public
pessimism with the political process and
urged people with Christian convictions to
make their views known to decision
makers, to accept political responsibilities
and to be willing to run for political
office.

The resolution on violence not only
condemned physical acts of violence on
television, but also decried ‘‘the psycho-
logical acts of violence such as racism,

chauvinism, and economic discrimination,
as well as profanities and vulgarities.”’

The resolution on prayer for religious
freedom called on Baptists to renew their
commitment to pray and fast for perse-
cuted Christians. It supported a day of
prayer in churches on Baptist Alliance
Sunday.

Charismatic movement

A resolution designed to deal with the
charismatic movement was offered by
Tommy French, pastor of Jefferson Street
Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

It had called on churches to examine
personal experience, worship experience,
and doctrinal practices in light of the
teachings and authority of the Bible.

It also had urged Baptists to refute
“‘certain practices and teachings of Neo-
Pentecostalism, more commonly known as
the charismatic movement whose chur-
ches are referred to as ‘Full Gospel’
churches as lacking sufficient support for
acceptance in Southern Baptist Chur-
ches.”’

The resolution, as returned by the
Resolutions Committee and presented by
French, reaffirmed the 1963 Convention’s
stand on the Holy Spirit outlined in the
Baptist Faith and Message statement
adopted in Kansas City.

French, who said he wished ‘the
resolution could be ‘‘more precise and
could say that Southern Baptists are not
charismatic,”” nevertheless moved its

adoption. During debate, Terry Harper,
pastor of Exmore, Virginia, Baptist
Church, offered such an amendment.
Brooks Wester of Hattiesburg, Missis-
sippi, chairman of the Resolutions Com-
mittee, told messengers the committee
had given a big portion of its time to this

P. A. Stevens, center, was reelected to the SBC Brotherhood Commission. For the past
Year Stevens served as president of the commission and executive committee chairman.
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Kentuckians Wade Rowatt of Southern
Seminary, top, and St. Matthews pastor
J. Altus Newell present resolutions.

resolution and called attention to the
Baptist Faith and Message statement.

The amendment was defeated and the
resolution, as brought out from the
committee, was passed.

The Baptist Faith and Message state-
ment describes the Holy Spirit as the
spirit of God which inspired the Scrip-
tures, enables men to understand truth,
cultivates Christian character, and be- -
stows spiritual gifts. ‘‘Spiritual gifts’’ are
not defined.

School curriculum

A resolution seeking vigilance when
dealing with curriculum in public schools
and authorizing the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee on Public Affairs and the Christian
Life Commission to utilize its resources to
keep the public aware of issues was
passed after an amendment was tacked
on by H. A Markham, pastor of Mt.
Vernon Baptist Church, Fairburn,
Georgia. ‘

Markham cited instruction courses
which he said were introduced by the
National Science Committee and the
Educational Development Center of the
Department of Health, Education and
Welfare. /

He claimed they taught fifth and sixth
graders things that were ‘‘detrimental to
Christianity.”” Referring to courses of
study called ‘‘Exploring Human Nature”’
and ‘““Man, A Course of Study,”’ he said
they urged ‘‘cannibalism, divorce, wife
swapping, adultery, abortion, and refusal
to submit to the authority of God,
parents, and country.”’




Resolutions

(Continued from page 9)

The Christian Life Commission and the

Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs

- were instructed to study the information
and report its findings to ‘the 1976
convention.

An alcohol resolution urged churches to
work to eliminate the advertising of alco-
holic beverages on radio and television.
(Self-imposed regulations adopted by the
broadcast industry presently allow only
advertisements of such low alcohol con-
tent beverages as some wines and beer.
Advertisement of ‘‘hard liquor’’ is not
presently allowed on the broadcast me-
dia.) _

The resolution on alcohol also called on
churches to teach its dangers and to
minister to victims of its abuse.

Religious broadcasting

In a resolution on freedom of religious
broadcasting the Convention stated its
support of the existing Federal Communi-
cations Commission policy in “‘protecting
the rights of religious groups and
representatives to engage in religious
broadcasting’’ and urged the Commission
to continue the policy.

It also called on the Baptist Joint
Committee to continue its vigilance in
behalf of religious freedom.

Other resolutions touched on family
relationships, prayer for religious free-
dom, and concern for Vietnamese refu-
gees.

Denominational agencies were urged to
give top priority to providing Christian

family living resources, and churches

were instructed to teach monogamy (one

marriage) and provide compassionate

help for couples facing marital problems.
Vietnamese

The problems of Vietnamese refugees
were recognized when messengers
recommended that churches and families
support them with prayer and ‘““aid in
their resettlement throughout the coun-
try.

A resolution of appreciation to the
State of Mississippi and its governor,
William Waller, for the loan of that
state’s replica of the Liberty Bell was
passed. The replica remained near the
platform of the Convention Hall and was
rung to signal the opening of each
session.

Messengers also recognized the efforts
of John H. Williams, retiring this year
after 15 years as assistant treasurer and
director of financial planning for the SBC
Executive Committee.

A routine resolution of appreciation to
the convention’s host city was passed
with some distinct dissent from a large
number of messengers. Wester quipped
from the platform, “Evidently some
Indians arrived without reservations.”

Another resolution called on churches

- to encourage participation of college

students and young adults in Freedom 76
in December, a bicentennial gathering
sponsored by more than a dozen de-
nomination agencies and designed to
present innovative Christian approaches
to citizenship, vocation, the home, and
the church’s mission.
Bible society

A unanimously adopted resolution
]

A former president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention and United
States congressman from Arkansas
warned Southern Baptists Monday
of “‘an awesome civil religion which
threatens the nation and blurs the
distinction between what belongs to
Caesar and what belongs to God.”

Addressing members of the
Christian Life Commission, South-
ern Baptists’ social action agency,
at a fellowship dinner, Brooks Hays
of . Washington characterized civil
religion as a culture faith whose
adherents tend to equate God and
country.

During the American bicentennial
celebration, temptations to succumb
to the appeals of culture religion
will abound, Hays predicted.

“Make no mistake about it, a

Civil Religion Threatens

civil faith poses real dangers for
Christianity and thus for Southern
Baptists.”’

Hays called on Southern Baptists
to carefully distinguish between
their loyalty to the nation and their
faithfulness to God.

““We cannot afford to dilute the
prophetic message of the Word of
God with the advertising propa-
ganda and success-oriented philoso-
phy which are often identified with
the ‘American way of life.’ :

‘“. . . This is the year to reaffirm
our commitment to the historic
concepts of liberty and justice for
all and to work to shape govern-
ment policies in accord with the
basic morality of the Bible.*’

Hays headed the SBC for two
terms in 1958-60. (BP)
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First Baptist Church, Somerset, parked
its bus on the main street in Miami
Beach during the annual convention.

. Forty-one members rode. the 40-passen-

ger bus. Cost for the roundtrip was $15
per person plus food and lodging. In
addition the church paid $250 toward the
trip. This amount usually goes toward the
expenses of a layman attending the SBC.
Eldred Taylor is pastor of the church.

praised the work of the American Bible
Society and urged churches to support
the society’s work “‘over and above their
contributions in previous years.”’ ;

In the report to the Convention on 14
other resolutions submitted for consider-.
ation but not reported out of the
committee for action, Wester chided
messengers for, in effect, not doing their
homework.

“It would save you and your conven-
tion Resolutions Committee a great deal
of time if you messengers would read the
minutes of previous conventions before
you come to these sessions,”” he said.
“Many of the resolutions we did not
report out of committee had already been
acted on previously.”’

Some of these included public school
prayers, acted on in the 1964 and 1971
conventions; abortion, in 1971 and 1974,
and pornography, in 1953, 1959, 1968 and
1974. Resolutions on war and peace also
were adopted in previous conventions, as
were resolutions about the abuse of
public welfare.

Other resolutions were not brought out
of committee because the committee felt
subjects had been covered in resolutions
already adopted during the present
convention.
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Charismatic Concern Dominates Weber News Conference

Jaroy Weber of Lubbock, Texas, elec-
ted to a second one-year term as
president of ‘the Southern Baptist _C01_1-
vention, characterized the charismatic
movement Tuesday night as “‘divisive’”’
anywhere it appeared--whether in the
local church or on the convention flogr.

Weber, pastor of the Lubbock’s First
Baptist Church and president of the
nation’s largest evangelical Protestant
denomination, ficlded repeated questions
about the ‘‘tongues’” movement during a
brief  news conference following his
re-election.

In particular, the reporters asked
whether Weber agreed with statements
made by former SBC President W. A
Criswell of Dallas about the charismatic
movement several weeks ago. Criswell
branded the movement as ‘‘near heresy.”’

*“I feel he (Criswell) spoke the senti-
ments of about 95 percent of the pastors
in the Southern Baptist Convention,
including me,”” Weber declared. ‘I
wouldn’t want to use as strong language
about it, but my feelings would move in
that direction.”’

Weber said that ‘“‘wherever we have
had this experience, we have had a
division of fellowship that has prevented
the local church from accomplishing its
mission of redemption and discipleship.”’

He said he hoped it would not be
brought before the convention in resolu-
tion form, because it would ‘‘destroy th.e
spirit of fellowship,”” but he feared it

convention in the past, he felt, because
messengers felt it was a logal church
matter and the convention 1S ‘“not a
creedal body but a fellowship anchored
around world missions. )
““The charismatic movement is a dis-
ruptive subject,”” he said, ‘‘but it can be
resolved in the local church by good,
strong Bible teaching by the pastor.’’
Weber also declared that the conven-
tion ‘‘needs to be redemptive’’ in its
actions.towards pastors who have left the
ministry because of the ‘‘pitfalls of the
pressures of today’s society,”’ but added'

that the redemptive attitude should only
follow the individual’s repentance. 3

““The problems are as old as Ch_ristlan-
ity,”” he said, ‘‘but the news media have
made them more widely known and the
pressure of today’s society has made it
more difficult to avoid them.”’

He said he was not referring to any
‘“‘particular’’ problem, but in answer to a
question indicated he included divorce.

‘“I’'m not saying we should make
brother so-and-so who is divorced pastor
of First Baptist Church, but we do need
to have some helping hand for him.”

i 1 Sti ing reelection news conference.
might. It had not been discussed at the SBC president Jaroy Weber, left, answers questions during 1fe

Woman's Role In Church Stressed To Ministers Wives

The Southern Baptist Conference of
Ministers’ Wives heard W. A. Criswell
talk about the woman’s role in the
church, then elected new officers at their
20th annual meeting. The group is an
auxiliary of the Southern Baptist Pastor’s
Conference.

Criswell, pastor of the 18,000-member
First Baptist Church of Dallas, said, ‘‘The
woman is to have a glorious part in the
church”’ as he talked about how Scripture
relates to women. :

“‘The problem in the Bible' lies not in
what it says but in people not undgr-
standing what it says,”” Criswell said.
‘““You can’t take a passage out of context.

““All of the words in the Bible are in a
context. and come out of a historical
association.”’

Some Biblical examples of women’s
participation in the church have not
caught on, he said. ‘‘Anytime a Ba?tl_st
church wants to have deaconesses, it is
perfectly Biblical. We don’t do it because
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of tradition.”” He cited the Biblical
character of Pheobe as an example of a
deaconess.

He also told of events surrounding a
statement he made to a group in the
Dallas Baptist Association about women
participating in a glossalalia (speaklflg in
tongues) that was picked up by inter-
national news media.

He was widely quoted as saying that if
women would quit speaking in tongues,
the movement would die. He explained
that the passage in I Corinthians 14
relating to women’s silence in church
relates to speaking in tongues and not
overall silence. He cited Biblical ex-
amples of women having a voice in t_he
early church and said Paul in I Corin-
thians 11 gave instructions about how
women should dress when speaking.

Asked how his wife copes with loneli-
ness when he travels, he said he didn’t
have much of an answer.

‘“‘She’s not inclined to go with me
“much, but if you want to go with him
(your husband) that’s perfectly in order.”’
He said he’s: currently installing burglar
equipment and bars on the windows of
their home so she will feel safe when he
is away.

He stressed the importance of teaching
the Bible by telling about his w'ife’s
Sunday School class which started in a
room about the size of a closet and grew
to a present average of 550. “‘It’s because
she teaches the Bible,’” he said.

Elected officers of the ministers’ wives
for 1976 were Mrs. Robert L. Franklin, of
Cairo; Georgia, president; Mrs. Walt.er
N. Stockburger of Norfolk, Virginia,
vice-president; Mrs. W. Leroy Fowler of
Houston, Texas, corresponding secretary;
and Mrs. John Ramsey of Washington,
D. C., recording secretary-treasurer.

(BP)
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For 40 years 1 have attended the Southern Baptist
Convention. This year was the best. It began with the
successful Seminary Air-Lift trip, well planned -and
directed, and culminating at the palatial Doral On-the-
Ocean.

The Pastors’ Conference was a real spiritual experience.
The Convention itself took us on the mountain top.
Kentucky helped to keep the Liberty Bell ringing with C. R.
Daley chairing a committee with a most difficult task and
doing that job well. Verlin Kruschwitz sounded the note of
freedom through mission action and giving backed up by
his own example.

For me it was a renewal of acquaintances and fellowship
that becomes stronger year by year.

God bless Southern Baptists. For us the bell still tolls as
we continue to carry the torch of freedom until we hear
Jesus say, ‘“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

James B. Sawyer
Retired Pastor, Beechwood Baptist
Church, Louisville, Kentucky

That Baptists are a diverse people was evident at Miami
Beach. We come from many sections of our nation. We
hold different ideas about issues that confront us. But we
were united—our missionary concern for our nation and the
world. The peal of the Liberty Bell opening each session
and closing the convention will remind us over and over
again that we have been called upon to “‘Let Christ’s
Freedom Ring.”’” Once again, the use of image magnifica-
tion made it possible for all to share in the proceedings in a
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more personal way. The use of visual aids helped some
usually “‘dull’”” reports to be a bit more palatable. I

personally felt the celebration of 50 years of Cooperative

Program giving and the mission nights were the highlights
of the convention. The stackpole of Southern Baptists is
missions. We must ‘‘Let Christ’s Freedom Ring!”’

Verlin Kruschwitz

Pastor, Severns Valley Baptist - °

Church, Elizabethtown, Kentucky

It was a quiet convention, the way president Weber
requested that it be in his opening statement. It was a good
convention in which the messengers chose their speakers
with care. The giant Miami Beach auditorium filled and
emptied at a pace that would cause your head to swim.
While inspirational speakers were holding forth, the hall
was filled to capacity. Yet, in only a few minutes when vital
statistics were being shared or reports given or resolutions
or even motions being made, less than half the seats were
occupied. '

In many ways it was a dull convention, as most of the
scheduled and unscheduled controversial items were either
withdrawn, tabled or referred to committee. Perhaps we are
getting too large to settle anything from the floor and few
are brave enough to attempt to override. the established
procedures.
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apist Convention

It was a historical convention and it was apparent that
everyone had done their historical homework. Few
messengers will forget the first tolling of the bell or the
Cooperative Program torch being brought into the great
hall. These were inspiring events that called all of us to
‘‘Let Christ’s Freedom Ring.” :

Bob Martin
Pastor, First Baptist Church
Morganfield, Kentucky

This is something that each pastor and church worker
should experience. It will fire a man up and help him to see
his shortcomings. Hearing such men as W. A. Criswell and
R. G. Lee is something to experience. When Criswell came
forth to preach during the Pastors’ Conference he had a
holy look about him. He looked as though he had been with
the Lord. He preached as though he felt his message,
which I am sure he did, with the seriousness that he
possessed. The singing also lifts one up. The biggest
problem I observed was that the Convention should be
lengthened another day. This would allow the sessions to
be cut shorter each day, allowing time to rest. I thought the
program was set up in a way to impress one. The bell
helped to act out the theme of letting Christ’s freedom
ring. This was something I will always remember.

Bill Collett
Pastor, Ages Baptist Church
Ages, Kentucky
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When Bob Terry asked me to write my impressions of
the Convention, I tried to get out of it. I write from a
prejudiced point of view on two accounts. One is that I love
Miami Beach, the tropical breeze, swaying palms and the
mystery of the ocean. The other is the number of
Kentuckians on the SBC program: Verlin Kruschwitz,
Henty D. Johns, Duke McCall and our editor of the
Western Recorder, C. R. Daley. I am not surprised that
men of this stature were asked to be on the program..I am
proud they are from Kentucky.

The program offered a great variety, all the way from
former Miss America Vonda Kay Van Dyke to country
entertainer Jerry Clower, all giving their Christian
testimony in what they do. My wife said ‘‘there seemed to
be something for everyone.’’ This included future Southern
Baptists—the children. The presence of children was
brought dramatically to our attention on Wednesday
evening when someone said a hardy amen and a child cried
out in fear.

On the eve of celebrating our bicentennial as a nation I
thought it very appropriate for our convention to have-
chosen the theme, ‘‘Let Christ’s Freedom Ring.”” A replica
of the Liberty Bell and the ringing of that bell at
appropriate times during the convention was very impres-
sive. 1 leave the convention with renewed gratitude for
being an American and a Baptist.

; Kit Yeaste
Pastor, Bardstown Baptist Church
Bardstown, Kentucky
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Golden Anniversary Of Coop.
Program Celebrated In Miami

Cooperative Program, Wwas highlighted

Cooperation was the emphasis as the
when Royal Ambassador Keith Troutman

Tuesday evening session of the Southern
Baptist Convention opened with an ad- of Concord, North Carolina, the final
bearer of a torch relayed by RA’s from

dress by Duke K. McCall, president of
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, and 2 celebration of the 50th
anniversary of the Cooperative Program,
the Convention’s unified budget plan.

McCall suggested that the convention’s
beginning was not in Augusta (1845) or in
Philadelphia, but rather in a baptistry in
Calcutta, India, when Luther Rice com-
mitted himself to the Baptist mission
cause.

‘‘Baptists, needed to get together to
carry out God's intentions. We wouldn’t
stay together long just because we liked
each other or agreed with each other. We
all add our energies together for the
propagation of the gospel,”McCall said.

- The celebration of the 50th year of the

Baptist Lay People Praised For
To Hurricane-Stricken Hondurans

his lay people for a ministry and witness
and a leading Summerville, South Caro-
lina, Royal Ambassador who described a
prolific outreach and ministry program for
boys in his church.

Baptist men Wwas Mrs. e -
Pinel-Cordova of San An- e
tonio, Texas, consul general for South-
western United States who spoke from a
wheel chair to the report of the Brother-
hood Commission at the 118th session of
the Southern Baptist Convention in Con-
vention Center.

The second half of the Wednesday
night session featured a presentation by
the Home Mission Board on the theme,
““Winning America to Christ.”’

Vonda Kay Van Dyke of Miami, who
was Miss America in 1965, sang at the
close of the mission board’s report. '

Representing the chief of state of the
Republic of Honduras, Mrs. Pinel-Cordo-
va said she wanted to express “‘our most

Memphis, Tennessee, to Miami Beach,
ran down the aisle and onto the stage of
the Miami Beach Convention Center
before cheering messengers.

More than 2,153 Southern Baptist RA’s
carried the torch 1,468 miles, reported
Glendon McCullough, executive director
of the Brotherhood Commission.

The torch symbolized the Cooperative
Program, “born’’ by convention action in
Memphis on May 13, 1925.

Charles Farmer, Baptist layman from
Tulsa, Oklahoma, accompanied the torch
runnets in an escort van equipped with
warning lights, first aid materials and

other safety supplies.
Aid

Kentucky executive secretary Franklin
Owen signs the Declaration of Coopera-
tion in behalf of all Kentucky Baptists.

In appreciation of his role, Farmer was
presented the back-up torch.
Also during the celebration, executive
secretaries of the state Baptist conven-
tions signed the 1975 “Declaration of
Cooperation,” 2 document pledging sup-

port to the Cooperative Program.

It was announced that to date that
more than one million Southern Baptists
have signed the document.

Lynn E. May, executive secretary-
treasurer of the Southern Baptist Histor-
jcal Commission, traced the convention’s
& financial difficulties prior to the Coopet-

9 ative Program from the founding of the
convention in 1845 to the Memphis
convention in 1925.

A reinactment of the Memphis conven-
tion was presented by a cast from
Miami’s Central Baptist Church. The
drama was directed by Paula Milton,
professor of speech and drama for the
Miami-Dade Community College-North,
Miami. 5

Louie D. Newton, Atlanta, former SBC
president, retired pastor and retited state
Baptist paper editor, asked, ‘‘What is the
secret of it all?”’ ¥

Answering his own question, he said,
«Remember how the Cooperative Pro-
gram was born in prayer, has grown in

Southern Baptist lay people were

praised Wednesday night for their contri-
butions of service, clothing and food to
Hondurans during the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Fifi.
Lauding the
Roseargentina

sincere gratitude to the Baptist 1
hood for their Christian and
assistance. . .”’

With the encouragement
therhood leaders and the For
Board, about 350 Baptist
sponded to the Hondurans
preparing and dispens 0
and building cots, homes,
church.

The woman consul general s
Brotherhood presentation
pastor who told how !

oi staie

14

of afternoon session.

prayer and will continue to be the lifeline
of the Southern Baptist Convention
through prayer.”’

Porter Routh, executive secretary-treas-
urer of the SBC executive committee,

the celebration of the 50th anniversary of
the Cooperative Program, we need to
remind ourselves that the Cooperative
Program is a channel through which we
respond to the challenge from God to
share Christ throughout the world.”

"

Verlin Kruschwitz, pastor of Severns
Valley Baptist Church in Elizabethtown,
brings opening devotion for Thursday
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concluded, ‘‘As we come to the climax of

P

Converted “Ha’rche’r Man" Speaks To Pastors

. Convicted ‘‘White House hatchet man’’

Charles Colson told more than 13,000
Southern Baptists attending the annual

g:lsr’its):s Conference how he found Jesus

Colson traced a life of ambition, of

- striving for attainment, of achi
I i s ievement
and success, leading to his post as one of
the top five advisers to President Richard
M. Nixon:
The dark-haired man told i

! : of leaving the
White House in the weeks before Wgater—
gate broke and of meeting an old friend
tho {xad become a Christian.
_ Colson said he did not accept Chri t
just then, but he began to psee thse
temples he had built “‘slipping away.”’

It was on an August night in 1973 that
Charles Colson wept as he sat parked in
gls frl}e:nd's driveway in Washington

oon, he ‘‘asked Jesus Chri '
o 1 rist to come

“‘It was as you all so well know

: not the
en]d otfhan%thmg except my old life. It was
only the beginning — startin
lor:rg,'hard journey.”’ e
he journey led through derisi
laughter and “pooh-poohs.”g 1

It led throggh courts and grand juries
al}d congressional testimony. It wound up
with Colson stripped naked, a prisoner in
Maxwell Federal Prison Camp in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, where he served seven
month§ for disseminating derogatory in-
formation about Daniel Ellsberg.

.Colson told of the degradation of
prison; but.also of the ‘‘wonderful joy of
seeing Christ at work’’ in the lives and
circumstances of the i i
s men imprisoned -

The f_ormeI: lawyer talked of his dream
of ‘v‘vorkmg with people in prison.

If I have anything that I can leave

with you, it is the appeal, the crying I
2|

heard of hundreds of thousands of men

and women who.sit tonight frightened,

forgotten and alone in the dark concrete
holes of American prisons * . .
* ““I can only speak to

: you of the
suffering of men’s souls, of our less
fortunate brothers who need us, who
need God’s work and Christ’s love.””

Charles Colson answers questions at
news confere'nce following address to
pastors. At right is Edmon W. Bloe, a

Baptist past .
prigon. pastor who worked with Colson in

well as the night session, drew i
; ; a stand
ovation when he completed his talk. 3

b New president
uring the meeting, Adrian Roge
pastor ‘of Bellevue Baptist Churc}gl r;%
Memphis, Tf:nnessee, was elected presi-
dgnt, rep{acmg James Pleitz, pastor of
.I;n'st Baptist Church of Pensacola, Flor-
ida. ’
Rogers is a director of the Bapti i
ptist Faith
and Message Fellowship, a group dedi-
:ﬁteg to e.xposing “‘theological liberals’’
e denomination emplo
s i ploys as staffers and
Joe Crumpler, pastor of Mt
¢ ) . Carmel
Baptist Qhurch in Cincinnati, Ohio, w:s
elected vice president, and Andrew Hall
Il;aStol: oil’:l First Baptist Church of” Delray;
each, orida, w
a2l as named secretary-
A bevy of top speakers, includi
; uding three
fg;x:ter fouthe;lrn Baptist Conventioﬁ pres-
s, treated the pastors to se
the ‘‘High Calling of God.” Rrir oy 1o

i

W. A. Criswell of Dallas, Carl B
; ates of
Charlotte, North Carolina, and R. G. Lee
of Memphis, Tennessee, spoke on the
various aspects of the pastor’s life.
_ Criswell, pastor of First Baptist Church
in Dallas, sounded the note of Biblical
authenpclty and noted: ‘“‘If a man does
not believe the Bible is the Word of God
he COl_lghtﬁO get out of the ministry.”’ E
riswell was given a standin i
as he stood to speak. § aan
_ Bates told pastors the *‘moral sensitiv-
lttﬁl o(f1 01]:; nation is frighteningly low . . .
e darkness deepens . . . the fc i
Hes ) p e foundation
The pastor of First Bapti
ptist Church of
Charlotte, North Carolina, added: ‘I do
not see any hope on the horizon to turn it
:Il;ound unless we can recapture some of
e commitment of those who i
and preserved it. . . .”’ Foe e
One speaker flailed the ‘¢ isai
creedalists’’ of the SBC. R
3 Russell Dilda)f, pastor of Second-Ponce
e Leon Baptist Church of Atlanta
G?Ol:gla, noted there is disagreemen;
within the convention and said ‘‘inability
to' handle them in a Christian manner
often threatens the fellowship of the
comientlon and churches.”
“I believe we have too man
1 y grou
checking on the orthodoxy ofgothg:
groups. I believe we have too many
pastors lurking to catch their brother
pastors in some error. I believe we have
too fnany.pha_rlsaical‘ creedalists wasting
precious time in ‘ministry’ of casting the
mcjltehfrom other people’s eyes.”’
ohn Claypool, pastor of Bro
t . adw.
Ba}pjast Church, Fort Worth, urged t;z
ministers to get more actively involved in
their communities. He called this activity
essential for authentic ministry. o

He added he counts it all loss — “
Whltt? House, the limousines, the yac;?se
the six figure income, all the temples o%
w?alth ax'ld power, all of it loss compared
wFth the joy of being able to walk this life
with Christ Jesus and for this night that
you havg allowed me to be here with you
to experience the joy and glory we share
together in knowing his Life.”’

Colson, the key speaker in the annual
Pastors’ Conference which featured ses-

{? ; .‘

astors CO” erence O.ﬁlce‘ S [le"t to ”g“t] ‘hld’ ew
sions IVIO]lday "lollllng and aftetnOOn as C”U"Ple’ ”lake Pr ell”una‘} pla”s fol the 15:6 ”leetlilg. liage’s IS the new prgstdent,
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RESPECTS WOMEN SEEKING ORDINATIO

N —

WMU Pres. Advocates Openness To

and studying, Mrs. Gregory said, ‘‘One

The new president of Southern Baptist
Woman's Missionary Union said she
respects the right of women to seek
ordination as pastors when they feel this
is God’s will for their lives.

Mrs. A. Harrison (Christine) Gregory
of Danville, Virginia, in her initial news
conference after being elected to lead
1,115,000 Baptist women and girls, also
described objectives for the WMU to
pursue and discussed the women's rights
movement.

Speaking ‘‘as an individual and not as
president of WMU,”” Mrs. Gregory said,
‘1 would never seek ordination (for
myself)."”’

She added, however, ‘‘God created
every individual with the right of choice.
We do not have the right to judge them
on their purpose in choice’’ when women
follow what they see as God’s will in
seeking ordination.

““If a woman feels she is called to be a
pastor, this is between her and God, and
it should not be our prerogative to deny
her,”’ Mrs. Gregory continued.

One of her personal friends, she
pointed out, is a Southern Baptist woman
in Virginia who has been ordained to the
ministry and serves as chaplain in a penal
institution.

Mrs. Gregory, president of the state-
wide Woman’s Missionary - Union for
Virginia Baptists, became president of
the national WMU organization on June
9. She succeeded Mrs. R. L. (Marie)
Mathis of Waco, Texas, who has served

12 years as president during two mnon-
successive terms.

As her husband looked on at the news

conference, Mrs. Gregory said she would
A. Harrison

Gregory’’ rather than ““Mrs. Christine

prefer to be known as ‘‘Mrs.

Gregory.”’

She said she had lived ‘‘in a male
of years,’

dormitory for a number
referring to her husband and their three
sons. Her husband is chief engineer for
Dan River, Inc., a large textile factory in
Danville.

She said women in the churches should
first use -the abilities they have to the
utmost before seeking greater responsi-
bilities in church life.

Greater responsibilities will come to
women when they exercise their abilities
to the fullest extent, she believed.

‘I hope women will be accepted for
their ability and not just because they are
women,’”’ Mrs. Gregory went on.

While she anticipates no change in the

WMU chief emphasis on praying, giving, .
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of the basic aims of WMU will be on
flexibility."’

A new generation of WMU members
must be permitted to try new ‘and
different ways of doing things. They are
entitled to their successes and their
failures, just as the older generation has
encountered its own successes and fail-

ures, she declared.

Concerning the women’s rights move- -

ment, Mrs. Gregory said she believed
this effort has given women confidence in
themselves. t

A woman sees that ‘‘she has all the
abilities in their world at her fingertips,’’
Mrs. Gregory explained.

Questioned about her attitude toward
women's movements stressing the neces-
sity for women to be submissive to their
husbands, Mrs. Gregory countered with-
out hesitation:

“You remember the Bible also says

Worth, vice president;

Montgomery, Alabama, vice president;

OFFICERS TOLD—Pictured here are the newly electe
Religious Education Association. They are [left to rig
Robert O. Feather, Dallas, president;

Nashville, president-elect; Neta Stewart,

religious education at Southern Seminary,

Younger Members

husbands are to love their wives as Christ
loved the church. If a husband loves his
wife as Christ loves the church, she will
be submissive to him any day.”

Born in Greenville, South Carolina,
Mrs. Gregory taught school at Cowpens
(South Carolina) High School in 1942-43
and Greenville (South Carolina) Junior
High School in 1944-48.

She served as religious education
director at First Baptist Church of Greer,
South Carolina, in 1943-44 and held a
similar post at First Baptist Church in
Danville in 1948-50.

Currently, Mrs. Gregory is president of
the WMU in Virginia and a member of
First Baptist Church, the Wednesday
Club, Book and Art Club and the Ladies
Benevolent Society.

The new WMU president is a graduate
of Winthrop College in Rock Hill, South
Carolina, with a bachelor of science

L

degree.

43 .t" l

William E.

Fort Worth, secretary-treasurer;
and Ralph Atkinson, dean of the school
Louisville, vice president.

d officers of the Southern Baptist
ht]: Bernie M. Spooner, Fort
Young,
Ellis Bush,
of

Bible Illiteracy Plagues Baptists

The president of the Southern Baptist
Religious Education Association declared
Monday that Southern Baptists are
among the most (Biblically) ‘‘illiterate
and misinformed in the world.”

““We describe ourselves as people of
the Book,”” said Charles A. Tidwell,

ing at the Seville Hotel, Tidwell said
there is still ‘‘limited success in Bible
teaching and learning, there is still
difficulty in ongoing member training,
new member training, and leadership
training. And only a meager minority are
receiving an education in missions.”’

““We are not 12.5 million strong,”” he
said. ‘‘At least 7 million are puny and 38
million are away without leave in this
area. 1 am afraid that this latter group is
saying colloquially and correctly, ‘We
ain't studying missions’."”’

(Continued on next page)
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professor of church administration at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Fort Worth, ‘‘but there is still a
good chance somebody is going to ask,
‘What book’?”’

In his presidential address to the
denomination’s religious educators, meet-

Part of the more than 200 Kentuc

biis f

Clift Elkins, minister of education at

University Baptist Church, Fort Worth
Texa}s, encouraged the educators t(;
rethl‘nk the role of women in their field
and in the denomination.

““When we speak of wo i igi

1en men in religiou
educatl.on in the broadest sense, we il(l)l‘;i
recognize the tremendous contribution
:;rlit:lf;hhatvethmage to the cause of Christ
ou e histo
e ry of Southern Bap-
““Can you imagine o issi
g ur mission
w1th?ut t!le contribution of women? Vg)::
you imagine what the educational organi-
zgtlons in our church would be lik
without women? f
““We preach that God i :
1s no respector of
gelrsons, we preach that all our talents
elong to God, we preach that all should
.;espond to the call of God to make the
est use of our talents—yet we then put’
!Imltatlons as to how far a person can go
in !eac!ershlp in our churches, in our
Lnstlt;?ons, agencies and boards
ased to a great degre
e gree on the sex of the
Elkins suggested wa
: ys the local chu
coplq Improve the status of women Ii-clh
said it should: LG
1) Examine its staff
structure to en-
S(;u.ra.ge women to participate in the
;lSlOl’l making process at a staff level:
) Correct present inequalities whére
;r;ale:rizndfwomeél are being paid different
s for substanti ‘
e antially the same type
3) See that all admini i
ministrative st
members — male or female — have t;t;f
sa:;e vavci::ess to secretarial work;
€n an opening occurs, look
the best qualified e
€er, )
b person, regardless of
5) Become familiar wi {

! with the govern-
(r)ril:ent s law’s an'd regulations in the area
g women’s rights and respond, not

ecause of the law of the land, but
because of the love of God. , (BP)

people, i
mus[;C.” not what people will do in

or the al’po’t. Westetll Recordef COSpOl’lSOl ed the A"llﬁ Vvlth Southe'" 52"1!
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BC ’eSldent Ja’() Webei leads In prayer ajfter 18 missionarie, were C()nlnllssloned

Musicians Must Understand Mod
Man, Christian Faith, Chafin S?zygm

disMore than 250 participants listened,
: cussed, sang and worshipped for two
1\';lys_ at ‘the Southern Baptist Church
%sgc Conference in Miami Beach
e conference, which .
1ce, preceded th
_Sotllthem Baptist Convention meetinge
inc l{ded'concert,' a “‘service of praise ”
ls;peglal Interest discussion sessions ,a
Susme:ss session and addresses by RO),' T
coEgms Jr2, music therapist and Ken:
neth Chafin, pastor of South Main Baptist
Church, Houston. :
Referring to music th
Re 1 1 erapy as ‘‘musi
ministry in the highest sense,”’ ScogginsC
grmctlp]al of education therapy for thf;
o : :
G ;: r:meg'tmtg; of t:lel South Carolina D€ felt in today’s church music Amon,
mental retardation . i ese “breezes,” for c
dep / s k zes,”” he m
p hs:l)tn, I:E;gigested plac1pg emphasis on adaptation of secular trenfiztl(i):ed t!le
can do in the lives of ™MOre p_rofessionalism in church muslinusm’
a new interest in lyrics. Tok

Chafin expressed th

s & -- _ ¢ e need for -

4 . : posers and writers who understand %%Th
modern man and the Christian faith.

““We need to learn to i
articulat:
gqspel of Jesus Christ;”’ he said. ‘I edotlll.l’:
.thmk you have valid church music unless
it c?nta_lns the flavor of the era in which
you’re living.’’ ;
Newly-elected officers :
; 1 who wer -
n}ized mpluded Paul Bobbit, dir:cfgfogf
the Florlda_Baptist church music depart-
(rinent, grgmdent; and James McKinney
€an of Southwestern Seminary’ ol
' s S
of Church Music, president-elec)t,. o

The closing session i
; included the -
rl;uer_e performance of the SouthI::l:l
aptist Church Music Conference com-
g;sslcl)n:d arlslhem for 1975, ‘“‘Canticles
odern Man-III,”” by composer P:
Langston, dean of the Stetson pUniversai;l)3

School of Musi
b usic, and sung by the Stetson

i He told the church musicians not to
fgnore the“therapeutic effects of music, a
orm of _ h'uman behavior unique a’nd
powerful in its influence.

““A person may come to di |
he' re?‘lly is through musigl’ffos":orgwi?lz
said. Many socially acceptable wayg of
expressing negative feelings, energetic
i)hehavmr or closeness can be provided
through music and can therefore reduce

e .need for expression in less apj
priate ways.”’ S

Speaking on ‘“‘New Wi
» inds Blowing,”
Chafin named several positive inﬂuerxlf:’es

e

ered
nary.
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¢ some of the finest talent in communica-
M'ght)'- DEEdS tion skills among our number. In a time
[Continued from page 3] of crisis of the drug culture, God has
riage has become a defensible life style. gifted us with psychologists and counse-
Trust erodes. : lors. Persons of political skills sit in our
Few experiences top the thrill of a church pews. Teachers and doctors sit
pastor sensing the Spirit of God chal- beside plumbers and electricians. Let’s
lenging and changing men in this find out what we have to work with and
dimension of life. In the past few design our response to a needy world to
months, I have seen that challenge that pattern. It can be done in the
being met. A business executive calls to churches and in the larger fellowship.
say, ‘‘Pray for me tomorrow, I’'m going to 2. Attend to the Fundamentals
tell them about the slush fund I inherited All the talent in the world is to no avail
when I took this job. I may not have a job unless we attend to the fundamentals of
tomorrow night.”” A government official leading men to Christian experience,
says, I've been studying the book of nurture, acceptance of the authority of
Amos, and I cannot remain silent about God’s Word. Those who think they are
the practices happening in my structure going to create new spiritual life styles
of government.”” A corporate executive while ignoring birth are as wrong as
says, ‘‘Pray for me. Human lives are at those who think that whole of the
stake in the mess I'm called upon to Christian life is spent in the obstetrical
clean up. I want to discern the lines ward. Birth is essential to life but it is not
between justice ands mercy in such a way all of life.
as to salvage people.” Sagging morality 3. Attempt the Innovative
becomes one shape of our overwhelming One of the great steps Baptists have
opportunity. taken in recent years has been to begin to
risk failing without fearing that we would
Il. Some Strategies for Response be failures. It is sometimes a painful
Mark recounts the detail of Jesus set process. It is always an exciting one.
about feeding the five thousand. The task Some of our finest moments are coming
was too massive. Twelve men could not under creative leadership which is willing
feed five thousand. He began by getting to attempt something different. We are
the task into pieces they could handle. beginning to reject what Ralph-Neighbour
Breaking the groups into fifties and calls the ‘“Church’s Seven Last Words,”
hundreds, he set out the strategy for ‘‘We’ve never done it that way before.”
dealing with their hunger. Overwhelming In international missions we are dis-
tasks can only be tackled by breaking covering the day of Lay Involvement in
them up into sections and going to work missions, acceleration of crusade evange-
on each piece of it. lism utilizing laymen, natural disasters as
1. Assess our Resources days of opportunity for service and
The first instruction of Jesus was, change in strategy, and hunger as an
“Find out how much food we have.” It urgent responsibility. Our strength as
looked pitifully small, but the first step Baptists has always been the openness of
was an honest assessment of what he had gyr people at the grass roots to sense the
to work with. Southern Baptists count wind of the Spirit and respond. That
twenty million persons, institutions, preath of mission awareness and willing-
churches, talented young people, thou- ness to give of themselves is moving in
sands of retired skilled persons, financial fantastic proportions. If we miss opening
resources. Over against a world or a the channels for it, we will eternally
nation, it looks pitifully inadequate, but regret it.
the first step is to see what we have to  [n national missions we are discovering
work with. new urban strategies, openness of the
We started out in our church family t0 mass media to direct confrontation with
discover our community needs and work the gospel, designing the style of pro-
from that. We discovered soon that these grams to the various publics we discover
needs were limitless. Hurting humanity in our communities. The opportunities are
was on every hand. No matter what we jmmense. God has gifted us with fantas-
did, we would be swept away on that tic resources if our imagination can
tidal wave. Then we discovered that the conceive of the means for harnessing
place to start is with the gifts and skills them for the Gospel. Accelerating what
of the people. That’s where we must we are doing, we can develop lay
begin. What are the gifts of the Christians to impact each public in the
fellowship? God has a place for every Master’s name.

ift. They fit together in his sovereign
£ ¥ 5 § IIl. The Spirit Must Be Breathed Upon

plan.

We are blessed in a day of tremendous Resource
financial problems with some .of the best The key to the miracle of the feeding of
financial minds in the nation. In a day of the five thousand was not in the gift of

surge of creativity in the arts, we number the lad’s lunch. Nor was it in the
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handling of the crowd. The key was in
the breath of Jesus blessing the resources
to match the need. He looked up into
Heaven and blessed it before it was
distributed to the people. (Matthew
14:19) These are days in which the Spirit
of God is breathing afresh across our
world. It seems to be in pockets of
spiritual hunger. The moving of God is
very profound and electrifying. Whenever
He moves, he not only transforms he also
opens doors and resources for the
forwarding of his reign in the affairs of
men.

1. He requires dependence upon Him

Desperation seems to be the key to His
moving. The disciples were utterly de-
pendent upon him. They had no way to
meet the needs of the hungry multitudes.
They could be His instruments of distri-
bution, but they could not create the
food. They had no answer.

Across the land men with no answer
become fertile ground for God to move.
Like lepers in the seige of Samaria, they
are desperate enough to go out into the
darkness to find out if anyone is out
there. I know what that personal desper-
ation means. I know what that despera-
tion for a family of faith means. It is only
in that attitude of absolute dependence
that God is freed to move in mighty ways
to meet our needs.

I have walked in that wilderness
longing for the assurance of God. Like
Moses one cries for God to let him see
His face. Then one asks for a road map
that will let him know the way. The
answer of God to the desperate spirit is
to ignore the request for maps and reject
the special privilege of seeing his face.
The answer, however, is also to discover
the shekinah glory of God in that infilling

and to find his footprints all around. And

that is Glory!

It is glory to discover God at work
convicting of sin and turning people to
himself. Young people trusting us be-
cause we don’t ask about how they look
on the outside but what they are on the
inside. . .at a World Crossroads because
of military training programs we discover
God at work among men and women of
many cultures bringing them to trust His
Son with their lives. Fragmented and
broken people are being made whole. In
the mystery of His moving, we become
aware that the cup of cold water in His
Name creates responses around the
world.

Desperation knows no class. A frag-
mented and lonely lady whose husband
had abandoned her watched worship
services on television. She works at a
warehouse in manual labor. She began to
write signing her name only as “THE
Misfit’’. Weekly letters came from the

(Continued next page)
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Ml.Sﬁt. She poured out her hurts and
pain. One day she signed a name along
w1th the Post Office Box number through
which we had corresponded. Eleanor
gezvexil Was on her way to a family|

adually, months of contact with our i
helping people, watching on television, in " fhe - evamelist’ LY, & MAOr 1o

our month i i
row it bapt?s ;g.oAlliE;Sz?eOdr acﬁfiegigltg? Southern Baptist Convention.
she now has family of faith and an
experience .of God. The struggle with her
feelings will continue, but she is not
alone. The Spirit of God has breathed
upon her.

Can a denomination of Christians
bef:o'me desperate enough to free the
Spirit to_ move? A church can. Surely a
fellowsh_lp can. Surely a city and a nation
Can..Splrltual awakening depends on it.
Famished men are desperate for it. Let it
be!l 0, God, let it be!

2. He requires an unusual faith in Him
It looked very foolish to the disciples to

Program statement of the board.

Southern Baptist vocational evangelists.

attending the three-hour conference,

program when the only food in sight was
a lunch for a little boy. They knew better
than to reject the command, however,
because they believed in the Man who
told them to do it.

Can we structure ourselves for tackling
a whole world. ..a whole nation. ia

whole city and claim it for God. It sounds = L o ey fientog, of Dimsey

. es : i
presumptuous to say it. It sounds like a anaesvg:pt:j;cfehdurlcf;, :«?cli:‘r,:ft(i)gtr; Itlouixsl
s (0] 1S

Messianic complex to expect it. So let it second term as chairman of the Southern

be. We are captured by the greatest Rans: i
Messianic Compiocl Historyg.. P 1fi::leptlst Convention’s Executive Commit-

Messiah Himself has told us to do it. v i i i
ready for 'the.miragles_. Get ready for glef:t ofggepf:tiigt;‘;ed(i:mmmeff g i
\i/‘;xealilzt.HI; alitsh (115 Dbelieving that God knows Other officers elggtl:g t: mseariesug'ietsl;
e oing. . .and acting on that Harvey include William Ches Smith 11
pastor of First Baptist Church, Ti’fton’
Georgia, vice chairman, and Dennis Lylt;
°,f Haywood Hills Baptist Church, Nash-
ville, Tennessee, secretary.
Porter Routh was reelected executive

Even The

Paunchy preachers? Some of the 36
Isons jogging at the crack of dawn
Tuesday at the second annual Joggers

Jubilee _during the Southern Baptist
Convention used to be!

Conclusion

(_)nfe night recently the telephone rang
as 1t is wont to do in the wee hours in a
pastor’s house. This time a sobbing voice
was shrieking out drunken, I need
sotneone. to touch mcHMNINIST® need
someone to touch me. I'm so alone. I'm
so desperately alone. I need someone to
touch me.”” After I could get her calmed
down enough to talk, I asked God to pe
make me the instrument to help her.
Holed up in a cheap apartment not far
from our church house was this Ionely

aching woman. I was later to discover
i : ] Round and round th
that in an earlier, sunnier day, this ve i B rthoy et
ler, Y ry at Flamingo Park, i
X)c;xgagrg;:ne‘?‘;te?d% book entitled *‘Hope pifes. Tﬁose jogcgl(i)rcnl;mginacllfx(:itzzi Ot;\sg
orld’ i i
: rld.” women, ohe J
I think I hear in the echo of that shril| foreign missiorf:rli]g; N0 ey
cry, the hungry multitudes of our world. Everyone had fi'ni hed i
No longer experts on hope for a broken young, robust men h?xfgng"the e

world, they are broken themselves. Thej . :
cry in the night is , [o thelr cars to drive back to their

touch me.”
, Southern Baptist missionary to Mex-

‘God is that He ‘can take our mea, i
8€r jco - the i i
resources and thioues Lo RS e hci(s) ;r;fh mﬂg‘ldest man running, finished

&at.ldln his touch is Hope for a Broken Sponsored by the Southern Baptist
orld. iy
Sunday School Board’s church recrea[;ion

JUNE 21, 1975

outreach of the

C. B. Hogue, Atlanta, director of
evangelism at the SBC Home Mission
Board, . reminded the annual Conference
of Southern Baptist Evangelists of the

The Home Mission Board is to “‘culti-
vate mutually helpful relationships with

“We link arms with you and walk the
streets of Baptist life together, declaring
unequivocally we are in business to.
gether, doing what God has called us to
do,”” Hogue told about 2,000 people

ed ) The audience consisted of vocati
be organizing five thousand for a feeding evangelists--those who devote t}?eciimf)trlll?-l

time m.ini.stry exclusively to conducting
evangelistic meetings--as well as pastors

.
o

‘Evangelists Vital To Outreach’-Hogue

Vocational evangelists were told Wed-

and laymen. A large a
le attendance included wifes agdrzhilzfrent.he
Contemporary gospel music performed
by a band, singing- groups, and instru-
mental and vocal soloists attracted many
of the people present.
Hymap Appleman of Kansas City
}\:Ilssourl, drew ““amens” when he said,
If the Baptists slow up, there is noi
another denomination on the face of the
earth which can take our place.”’
Appl.eme_m added that “‘every large
deno.mm‘atlon but one is begging for
candidates for full-time Christian service;
every large denomination but one is,
Losmgb memgership.” That one exception,
€ observed, is i
Ly the Southern Baptist
_ Manley Beasley of San Antonio was
introduced as the new president of the

conference, succeeding Sam Cathey of.
Tulsa.

Executive Committee Re-elects Harvey

secretary-treasurer of the committee.
.M-rs.. A. Harrison Gregory of Danville,
V1}'g1_111a, new president of the Woman’s
Missionary Union, was introduced as a
new member of the committee by Mrs.
(I;/Iane Mathis of Waco, Texas. Mrs.
regory succeeds Mrs. is i
WMU position. RS
In other action, the Executive Commit-
.tee‘ voted to move ahead on plans to
nvite representatives from the Southern
Baptlsf states (who do not qualify for
Commlttee membership because of popu-
lation) to attend future sessions as
observers. (BP)

SBC Joggers Meet

depgrtment, each jogger will receive a
certificate indicating how many miles
completed and how long it took.

While convention-goers were running
for their life (literally, some said), people
were also jogging simultaneously in
Nashville, at Ridgecrest, North Carolina
ngtist Conference Center, in Kenya’
Mississippi, and Brazil. ,

Nine Southern Baptist missionaries
pl'am.led to jog in Brazil, according to
missionary Bill Ichter. Last year Ichter
at}l:'j] two other missionaries ran in Brazil
while conventioneers were jogging i
Da.llas at the first annual Joggcgrsg %ubgileel.1
This year he’s on furlough. -

Most said they run for their health,
because they believe God wants people to
take care of their bodies.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES

By.H. C. Chiles
(These Lessons for June 29, 1975)

When A Sense Of Mission Is Lost

While John was in exile on the island
of Patmos in the Aegean Sea the glorified
Christ appeared unto him, comforted
him, and commanded him to write what
he observed and to send the writing to
the seven churches in Asia. These
churches had problems which exist in
churches in numerous places today.

Revelation 1:12-20

Upon hearing the voice of Christ
speaking unto him, John turned to see
the speaker. As he looked he saw the
Lord Jesus walking in the midst of the
seven candlesticks (churches) and holding
the seven stars (pastors) in His hand.
This was a representation of Christ’s
abiding presence with and intimate
knowledge of what is going on in His
churches, and His presence with His
ministers.

This marvelous vision overwhelmed the
beloved Apostle and caused him to fall at
Christ’s feet as one dead. Seeing that
John was overcome with fear, and
reverence by the sight of perfect holiness,
the Lord immediately raised the Apostle
to his feet and comforted him. He gave
him the assurance of His presence and
blessing which banished all of his fears.
When Christ gently laid His hand upon
John, He said: ‘‘Fear not; I am the first
and the last: I am he that liveth, and was
dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of
hell and of death.”” Such assurance,
which is based on the death and the
resurrection of the Saviour, is available to
every true believer in Christ.

Fear has disturbed and distressed
many people throughout history. Many
are in its thraldom today and it destroys
their happiness, lowers their efficiency,
prevents their progress in the Christian
life, and dishonors God. So that we may
conquer our fears, God has said: ‘‘Fear
thou not: for I am with thee; be not
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee;
yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of my righteousness’’ (Isaiah 41:10).
These glorious promises should ease the
mind and satisfy the heart of every
believer in Christ and help us to
overcome fear.
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Revelation 2:1-7

The early days of the life and ministry
of the church-at Ephesus were effective
ones because repentance was preached
and practiced; faith in Christ was pro-
fessed in the appointed manner; the
members were endued with the power of
the Holy Spirit; the preaching was bold
and persuasive; a line of demarcation was
drawn between the lives of church
members and the non-members; the
church was thoroughly missionary; and
lost sinners were saved and added to the
membership.

As time passed, various changes took
place in that historic church. A genera-
tion later Christ dictated this scripture
lesson to John and addressed it to the
pastor. But its message was for all the
members of that church. Concerning this
church three things are noteworthy:

1. Christ’s commendation of it. (2:2-3, 6).

Our Lord is always careful to praise the
praiseworthy and blessed indeed are
those who live and serve in such a
manner as to earn and receive His
commendation. Christ commended the
members of the church at Ephesus for
seven things: enthusiasm toward achieve-
ment (verse 2a), steadfastness in service
(verse 2b), patience in trial (verse 2c),
intolerance of evil (verse 2d), zeal for the
truth (verse 2e), faithfulness to duty

INTERNATIONAL SERIES

(verse 3), and hostility to error (verse 6).
Christ appreciated the fact that the
members of that church were working
Christians; also, that they refused to
tolerate false teachers. He expressed his
gratitude for their hostility to error, as
demonstrated by their hatred of the
teachings of the Nicolaitans who advoca-
ted making provision for the lusts of the

flesh. )

@

2. Christ’s complaint about it. (2:4).

The weakness behind all the zeal and
service of these church members was one
which only a spiritual expert could detect.
Christ complained that the members of
the church at Ephesus no longer loved
Him as they did in the early days of their
Christian experience. After commending
the excellent in them, He informed them
that He missed the emotion, the enthusi-
asm, and the energy of their first love.
When there is a lapse of love in the life
of a Christian there is a lack of concern
for spiritual matters.

3. Christ’s counsel to it. (2:5).

Christ urged the members of the
church at Ephesus to-remember the days
of their first love when they found so
much joy in the Lord. He also called for
repentance of their sins. This, in turn,
would then restore their zeal and spiritual
outlook.

Prerequisite For Christian Growth

John 15:1-11 :

Although He was going to leave His
disciples, Christ wanted them to know
that they could maintain an intimate
fellowship with Him, liken unto the figure
of the vine and its branches.

This chapter does not deal with the
way of salvation, but how to serve Christ
and how to bear fruit for Him after we
have been saved. It teaches us that
fellowship with Christ is the secret of a
radiant personality, of the victorious life,
of the untroubled heart, and of effective
service. Fellowship with Christ results in

fruit-bearing for Him. Because Christ is
the life-giving vine, the believers who are
the branches, should bear fruit. Christ
expects us to introduce others to Him and
to encourage and teach the saved.

In order to bear much good fruit there
is a real need for pruning, purging, and
cleansing. While this process is not
always pleasant, it is profitable. Let us
thank God for the pruning knife when its
work is needed. Often, when the Chris-
tian thinks that he has done his best, God
purges or cleanses the branch in order
that it may produce more and better fruit.
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: For abundant fruitfulness in the Chris-
tian life there must be a regular study of
the .Word of God for instruction and cor-
rection. There must also be a frequent
calling upon His name in prayer, and a
consistent dependence upon Him for the
necessary strength for victorious living.
Christ’s statement, ‘‘Without me ye can
do nothing,” is the death blow to the
pride of man. Natural man believes that
he can do much without Christ, but he
cannot. While it is true that without
Christ man cannot do anything, it is
encouraging to know that in Him there is
power for all things that are harmonious
with God’s will. When Christ’s strength
and the Christian’s surrender unite,
proper fruit will always result.
_ Ch_rist has commanded us to continue
in His _love., which means that we are to
exemplify it. Love walks in the straight
way of obedience to the commandments
of our Lord. When we love Him enough
to do the things which He has command-
ed us, we shall emjoy His favor and
blessings upon us;

It is somewhat surprising that our Lord
spoke of His joy in that particular dark
season through which he was passing, for
He was about to be plunged into a sea of
suffering, the like of which never engulf-
e.d another. To be speaking of joy at that
time was amazing. He stated that He
wanted His followers to be the possessors
and exhibitors of His joy. Christ’s joy did
not consist of material possessions,
Rhysical enjoyment, or human approba-
tion. Instead, it consisted of a proper
relationship with God the Father and a
redemptive ministry for others. The joy
of Christ within us is His clearly
expressed purpose for us. He came to
bring joy and to impart it to those who
believe in Him.

A Christian cannot have true joy unless
he is willing to say truthfully: “Thy will,
O God, be done.”” Nobody can be full of
joy who is out of harmony with God.
There is no joy to be compared with that
which issues from introducing people to
Christ and influencing them to do His
will. The joy which our Lord would have
us possess is that of sonship in God’s
family, doing His will throughout our
Christian lives, and being His co-workers
in influencing others to enter a saving
relationship with Him, and to render the
services which He requires.

In the light of our Lord’s love for us
and the great sacrifice which that love
caused Him to make for us, we should
continue in Christ’s love. Christian obeg.
ience is positive evidence of our love for
Him, but disobedience to His commardg
indicates the lack of love for Him, [

“Based on copyrighted Qutlines produceq by

the Committee on the Uniform Series and yseg
by permission.”
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LATEST INFORMATION ON THE SEARCH
FOR NOAH'S ARK (Update to 1975)

Send $1.00 for this and packet of oth book-
lets and leaflets (Age of the Earth, Coﬁgine?lggl
Split, Bankruptcy of Evolution, Etc.) to
Bible Science Association of Canada
0. Box 34006
Vancouver, B. C. Canada.

. SERVING ALL RELIGIONS
Prices to satisfy every preference and need

PARKING
AREAS

AlR
CONDITIONED

149
;mlons. IRECKINTR"G‘E
Phene 634-3628 Phone 896.0349

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE

Loulsville, Kentucky

Funera Bural Asseol
Members: Natlomal Selected Morticlans by hllvﬂlll:u.n

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

ALUMINUM SIDING, exterior decorating,

quality work. Call Colville Alumi
(502) 368-110, R S

GOSPE:L PIANISTS: Add chords, “runs” pro-
gressions. Twenty lessons, “Playing Evangel-
istic Style Piano.” $4.98. Evangelical Music
WR-1, Wawarden, Towa 51023, '

FOR SALE: Dgrk green baptistry curtain with
r?d and_ special scollop valance made to fit
‘;63:)2 height and 6'8” width. Call 502-356-

FOR SALE: New Double-sided outside sign,
4'x4’. Glass doors, lighted time switch
changeable letters. See at Yorktown Baptist’
Church, 7300 National Turnpike Louisville.
Phone 361-2911 or 366-7503.

LOUISVILLE: Part- time Aide for Retirement
que. Mature, Good working conditions-will
train. Also, Part-time Relief Cook. Write to
Box 5681, Louisville, Kentucky 40205.

Geo. Herman Kendall
Church & Locations
§ Bought - Sold - Traded

Realtor - MLS
§ 503 Euclid Lex. Ky
Ph. 604-255-449¢

Thomas Bob Allen
Dies At Convention

Thonlas R. Allen, Jr., 69, of Scottsdale
_Arlzona, retired superintendent of build:
ings and grounds of Southern Seminary
in Louisville, suffered a heart attack in
the exhibit area of the convention center

Monday afternoon and died a short time
later.

Allen, a messenger to the Southern
Baptist Convention, was given cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation by Baptist Sun-
day 'School Board personnel who were
working at a nearby exhibit, and who had

‘taken'a CPR course at the board.,

The Miami Beach Fire Department
Rescue Squad arrived shortly and worked
for about an hour before Allen was taken
to Mt. Sinai Hospital.

He. was a former pastor of Hillcrest
Baptist Church in Louisville. °

Drexel %

Church Furnishings
Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture

Phone 704/322-8380
.Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187
Hickory, North Carolina 28601

HERBERT C. CRALLE
FUNERAL HOME

Edwin R. Hillock, President
: Wallace C. Hatler

Phone 896-8821

Frapkfort and Peterson Avenue

Louisville, Kentucky

A : ,)‘*;1 o

FOR THE POST-OPERATIVE,

Baptist Convalescent Center, Inc,

A
MINISTRY OF NORTHERN KENTUCKY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

e i
T % -
CONVALESCENT CHR '
| . s ONICALLY ILL AND
TE%RA%dyfcg‘Elg;dlcare & State Programs — 24 HOUR NURSING CA ket
., QUALITY FOOD SERVICE, BEAUTY S Habl o

REATION AREAS, RELIGIOUS SERVICES, HILLTO

T For informati i
Arnold Caddell, Administrator, 1200 M:'iiymsggétte (I’Jevcvlinlcl)rt

PROVIDING
PROFESSIONAL
NURSING
CARE

HOP, PHARMACY, REC-
P VIEW OF CINCY SKYLINE

Ky. 41071 — 606-581 1938
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The HOME MISSION BOARD—

preadin

w0
at

through evangelism
and language missions

The Home Mission Board, supporting a well-trained mission force of near 2,200, works -at
home in America to take the gospel of Christ across hampering barriers. Wfiethe_r establish-
ing missions and churches in pioneer areas, teaching new met.hods.in lay witnessing, prqduc-
ing musical dramas and other evangelistic programs, or working Wlt!'l language an.d ethnic
minority groups, the Home Mission Board gives YOU the opportunity through gifts to the
Cooperative Program to help them help other Americans.

Evangelism—A Primary Emphasis of the Home Mission Board.

Another major emphasis of the Board centers in
Board seeks to meet deep—and often neglected— its work with Ianguage. ar.1d ethnic groups. In this
spiritual needs of many of our nation’s people. area itr assists in e‘ste.lbhshl-nQ ngw mus'spns.an'd
Through its evangelism program the Board assists churches; in providing specialized m|n|§tr|es: and
churches with lay training, revival ministries, new in supplying literature, hymn books, B|b|e§ in
methods in witnessing, and in efforts to extend  various languages, and other hel.pful materials.
the Good News of Christ beyond the church to
the community. As part of this effort the Board,
in an innovative move, recently produced the
first evangelistic TV variety series, “Spring Street,
USA.” 3

In a time of national crisis the Home Mission

In crisis troubled America the Home Mission
Board strives to hear the spiritual outcries of
people and give them answers. Your church con-
tributions through the Cooperative Program allow
you to play a vital role in voicing those answers.
Remember, you provide the MVEANS to the WAY.

COOPERATIVE

PROGRAM
50th ANNIVERSARY

VAN

I
T\®D)
A\

. Third in a series of twelve ads on the Cooperative Program.
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Associational Missions, Metro Areas Receive Attention

The Southern Baptist directors of
missions organization, in their annual
meeting preceding the Southern Baptist
Convention, approved a proposal for a
Southern Baptist Associational Emphasis
Week, and heard four speakers challenge
them to carve out a national mission
identity. The organization was formerly
known as the Associational Superin-
tendents of Missions.

The group, meeting Monday at Miami
Beach’s DiLido Hotel, also elected their
immediate past vice-president as presi-
dent, chose a president-elect and re-elect-
ed three other officers. :

The proposal for time on the official
SBC calendar is the latest in a three-year
effort by the group to gain such an
emphasis on associational missions.

The proposal approved by the missions
directors would set aside the third week
in May as . “Associational Emphasis
Week.”” Such a week, according to the
adopted motion, would be sponsored by
the Home Mission Board’s Program of
Associational Administration Service and
involve all SBC agencies and programs.
Each state convention, association and
church would decide how to relate to the
emphasis. .

In an answer to a question from the
floor, outgoing President S. Lawrence
Childs, Jr., said that although some
associations might take a special offering

in conjunction with the week, an offering
was mnot the primary purpose of the
emphasis.

It was out of concern over the
possibility of such an offering competing
with current ones for state, home and
foreign missions that prompted the de-
nomination’s laymen’s organization, the
Brotherhood Commission, to decline
sponsorship of such an emphasis last
year.

The proposal will now be brought
before the convention’s calendar commit-
tee for consideration.

The organization elected Richard G.
Bryant of Miami Baptist Association as
president, chose John Brown of Norfolk,
Virginia, as president-elect and reelected
secretary Ray McLung of Little Rock,
Arkansas, treasurer Robert Helmich and
newsletter editor D. E. Strahan.

Among the major speakers was Larry
McSwain of Louisville, Kentucky.

McSwain, professor of church and
community at Southern Seminary chal-
lenged the directors of associational work
to accept the hard task of extending their
ministries to those difficult to reach--
those in the large metropolitan areas, and
those considered beyond the reach of
churches because of high mobility, family
problems or nonconventional life-styles.

“As Jesus wept over Jerusalem, we
must weep over New York, Detroit and

BFMF Cancels Meet, Elects Butler

The Baptist Faith and Message Fellow-
ship, a fundamental theological group,
cancelled a pre-Southern Baptist Conven-
tion rally for ‘‘apparent lack of interest.”’

The meeting would have been the first
large rally for the organization.

William A. Powell, editor of the
group’s publication, Southern Baptist
Journal, said: ‘‘We had planned a large
meeting, but there was a difference
among us as to whether it was the thing
to do. We went ahead and decided to
give it a try, though.”

The meeting was to be in Northwest
Baptist Church in Miami Saturday and
Sunday afternoon, just before the SBC
and its auxiliary meetings.

“But a couple of months before (the
meeting) it wWas called off. So many of the
people we Were asking as speakers
weren’'t coming, and s0 many of our
people would not be leaving home until

. after church on Sunday night,’” he said.

Two other meetings--on€ 1n Jackson-
ville and the other in Titusville--also were
scheduled. They would have inyolved
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many BFMF members.

““The one at First Baptist Church in
Jacksonville was cancelled for the same
reason we did: an apparent lack of
interest,”” Powell said.

The BFMF has a stated purpose of
exposing the ‘‘theological liberals’”’ work-
ing in any capacity for the SBC.

At a meeting of fellowship directors
Monday night, Powell said the ‘‘matter of
the Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship
producing some literature”” was discus-
sed.

He said the literature would have been
Produced through an arrangement with
Scripture Press, but ‘“‘with our own
editors, inserts, and covers."’ :

“After lengthy discussion, a motion
Was made by our vice chairman, LaVerne
Butler of Louisville, that the Baptist
Faith and Message Fellowship have
nothing to do with producing literature,’’
Powel] said.

Later Butler, pastor of Ninth and 0
Baptist Church, was elected chairman of
the group_

)

San Francisco,”” McSwain said. He
pointed out that of the 20 Ilargest
metropolitan areas in the United States
with one-third of the nation’s population,
Southern Baptists have a strong witness
in only three--Houston, Atlanta, and
Dallas-Ft. Worth.

McSwain said Southern Baptist minis-
tries are still focused on the traditional,
model family “‘with a father, mother and
2:3 children,” in an era when one fourth
of all families have experienced divorce,
another fourth have continuing family
strain, and mobility is resulting in even
more family conflict.

“If we are to reach the overlooked
masses, we must reach the divorced, the
singles, the empty-nest older parents, the
mobile Americang.

The Kalph Hodges, front, and Charles
Fleners found time to relax over coffee.
But John Wood, below, pastor of FBC,
Paducah resident of the KBC,
fourn iime. He chaired the
‘nrial committee.
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Weber Re-Elected As SBC President

Jaroy Weber, pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Lubbock, Texas, was
elected by acclamation to a second
one-year term as president of the 12.5
million member Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, Tuesday, June 10.

Weber was nominated for the post by
Woodrow Fuller of Jacksonville, director
of missions for the Florida Baptist
Convention. In his brief nominating
speech, Fuller hailed Weber’s efforts as
Convention president during the past
year. He was particularly impressed with
the fact that Weber has been absent from
his pulpit only one Sunday during the
year. That came Sunday, June 8, when
Weber was in Miami Beach making
preparations for the annual SBC meeting.

The convention also elected Hunter
Riggins, a layman from Poquoson, Vir-
ginia, as first vice president and James
Monroe, a Florida pastor, as second vice
president. Riggins, an automobile dealer,
was elected on the first ballot from
among three candidates.

The other nominees were James L.
Sells, president of Southwest Baptist
College, Bolivar, Missouri, also a layman,
and Monroe, pastor of the First Baptist
Church, Fort Walton Beach, Florida.

Riggins’ election to the SBC’s second’

highest elected office followed a stirring
nominating speech on his behalf by Mrs.
Carl Bates of Charlotte, North Carolina,
wife of a former SBC president. She told
of her association with Riggins when both
served on the Foreign Mission Board,
ich he has served as president.

Riggins has also served as a member of
the committee on order of business for
the convention. . Ay ;

In addition, he has been jpresident of
the Baptist General Association of Vir-
ginia and chairman of that body’s general
board. On the associational level, he has
served as moderator of the Peninsula
Baptist Association. He has also been
chairman of his church’s board of
deacons. ;

For the past 10 years, Riggins has
received the distinguished service award
from the Ford Motor Co. He has held a
Ford dealership for 35 years.

In her nominating speech, Mrs. Bates
said that she once heard Riggins explain
why he is willing to take on so many
denominational assignments: ‘I simply
say, ‘Lord, while I'm away looking after
your business, you look after mine’.”’

Monroe, who has served as president
of the Florida Baptist Convention, was

elected on the first ballot in a three-way-

contest which also included Billy Weber,
pastor of the North Way Baptist Church,
Dallas, Texas, and John F. Gibson,
pastor of the Wesleyan Drive Baptist
Church, Macon, Georgia. Weber is the
son of SBC president Jaroy Weber.

In other elections, the messengers
routinely reelected three other officers.
Clifton J. Allen of Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, was elected recording secretary
for the tenth consecutive year. W. Fred
Kendall of Nashville, Tennessee, was
elected registration secretary for the
eleventh straight one-year term. Porte

& ; e & & N
Shown here [left to right] are Jaroy
Weber, president; Hunter Riggins, first
vice president;. and James Monroe, sec-
ond vice president.

W. Routh of Nashville was elected
treasurer of the convention, a position he
has held since 1952. He is also the
executive secretary of the SBC Executive
Committee. (BP)

KENTUCKIAN ELECTED—Mrs. William
Ellis of ‘Shelbyville was elected recording
secretary of the national Woman's Mis-
sionary Union last week in Miami Beach.
Mrs. Ellis [left] served as state president
of the Kentucky WMU for the past four
years and has served on the executive
board of the national WMU. She is shown
here with Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory
[center], the new national president of
the WMU and Mrs. Carolyn Weather-
ford, the newly elected executive secre-
tary. For additional information on the
Miami meeting see pages 16 and 17.
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