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Daley Observations 
No Room for Boasting 

Southern Baptists' giving records may be the envy of other 
denominations, but they are really nothing to boast about. 
This is especially so in giving for world missions for which 

When missionary causes beyond the local churches get less 
than 10% of each regular offering plate dollar, confession 
and repentance are more in order than boasting. 

Let's look a little further. Cooperative Program gifts are 
divided between the ministries of state conventions and the 
Southern Baptist Convention ministries. The messengers in 

. state convention sessions give final approval to the division 
formulas for state and Southern Baptist Convention allo-

we like to be known. 
When we pool our mission gifts, they appear large. 

They are large in total dollars, but when we analyze them 
we cannot be too proud. For example, our mission goal 
through the Southern Baptist Convention Cooperative 
Program for next year is $63.4 million. This is a lot of 
money but actually it is less than $5 for world missions 
for each Southern Baptist for a whole year. Our gifts 
through the Cooperative Program this year will average 
about $4 per Southern Baptist. We cannot expect world 

evangelization in this generation for 
such a minimal investment. 

The manner in which we divide our 
gifts for various causes should be of as 
much concern as our level of individual 
giving. We generally divide these 
causes into those related to the local 
church and community and those used 
beyond the local church. The record 
reflects selfishness on the part of most 
churches. 

For every $100 put in Baptist 
offering plates, on the average only 

$8.83 is channeled through the Cooperative Program for 
world outreach. Now some churches do vital missionary 
ministries apart from Cooperative Program projects and 
many churches raise very generous special mission offer­
ings, but the bulk of missionary ministries of Southern 
Baptists is funded with Cooperative Program receipts. 

Guest Editorial 

cations. 
Again selfishness seems to be reflected in the division 

formulas of most Baptist state conventions. Of the $8.83 of 
each hundred dollars collected in churches channeled 
through the Cooperative Program on the average $5.81 
remains in the state and $3.02 goes to the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

Following the $3.02 to its destination, $1.47 goes to 
foreign missions, $.55 to home missions, $.68 to our six 
seminaries, $.14 to radio and television work and $.18 to 
the rest of Southern Baptist Convention ministries. 

Such is the story of the dollar placed in Baptist offering 
plates. It is a little disappointing to realize that it requires 
$100 in regular offerings in Southern Baptist churches for 
home and foreign missions to receive $2.02. I believe in 
everything else the $100 goes for, but it does seem we 
could find a way to share a little more beyond our local 
churches and our state mission ministries. 

For years we have dreamed of the ideal of churches 
sending one dollar for world missions for every dollar they 
keep at home and state conventions dividing 50-50 with 
Southern Baptist Convention causes. Few churches and 
fewer states have ever been so generous, but we should 
never give up this ideal. 

The Baptist Editor and Controversy 
by J. Everett Sneed, Editor 

Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 

There is some difference of opinion regarding the Baptist 
editor's dealing with controversial issues. Some believe 
that nothing controversial should ever be carried in our 
denominational papers. Others feel· that every week there 
should be something of a controversial nature. 

This editor believes that the primary purpose of our 
Baptist state paper is to help churches and individuals 
reach more nearly the stature God intended for them to 
attain. This means that he must sometimes deal with 
controversy. His purpose must always be to help and never 
to hurt. 

Professional surveys have been made across the 
Southern Baptist Convention asking whether editors of 
denominational papers should deal with controv~rsi~ 
issues. The vast majority have answered in the affirmative. 
In _our own non-professional and sketchy surveys we have 
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had the same response. Many, however, have added that it 
be done responsibly and constructively. 

Everyone has the right to his opinions with all the facts 
in hand and under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 
Premature judgments have often been the source of 
problems, division and wrong conclusions. Caution is, 
perhaps, more important for the Baptist editor as his 
opinion is more widely disseminated than the opinion of 
most. 

Those who believe that the editor should remain silent 
on all controversial issues are usually ready enough to 
express their own views. They have also overlooked several 
important matters: (1) The Bible teaches the individual 
priesthood of all believers; (2) A tenet of Baptist faith is 
openness and freedom; (3) Our democracy is built on the 
free exchange of ideas; and (4) A Baptist editor often has, 

by virtue of his office, access to information that others that any indivi~ual will ~ow _inteUectually and spiritually. 
may not have. . 

. Historically, Baptists were among the leaders in the 
fight for freedom of religion. Closely related to this is the 
concept of the ~~e exchange of religious ideas. We should 
never fear C~ristian views. We should, however, consider 
them and weigh them by the Word of God That hi h • 
contrary to the Bible is false. • w c is 

· The ~ternati~e to considering various views is to have a . 
closed mind which maintains, ''I have a monopoly on all 
truth an~ knowledge." It was this concept which led to the 
persecution of the I;:>ark Ages. Anyope who dared to 
?,resen! , ~ new or controversial .idea was branded a 

heretic and . was usually placed on the torture rack. 
When an e~to~ or a pastor claims his right to speak out 

on ~n~r?versi~ issues he must also shoulder the re­
SJ?~nsibility _ which goes with that freedom. The responsi­
bility demands that he know, to the best of his abilit all 
the facts, t?at h~ _deal with them honestly, and thit he 
never us_e his po~ition to belittle the ideas of others. Let's 
~ard with our lives our God-given right to speak respon­
sibly the truth as we see it in love! 

. ~penness will sometimes result in a difference of 
?pimo_n, even among Baptists. This should not be 
~anmng, nor should we feel that those who hold o • • 
~iews are less Christian than we. The evaluation ps~:! 
ideas _should be a wholesome, enlightening and rewardin 
experience. It is only through the exploration of new idea! 

Baptist Forum 
Medical· Dental Fe_llowship 

T~is is ~ request to publicize a fellow­
ship which is being organized through 
an~ . with the help of the Foreign 
Mission Board. Officially it will be the 
Bap~ist Medical-Dental Fellowship, or­
ganized to promote volunteer medical 
work thr~ugh the Fo_reign Mission 
Boar~. This organization will strive to 
prov~de. Christian fellowship, stimulate 
Christian· growth, offer a specific 
church-centered means of witness 
through medical service and explore 
me9:11s_ of ?eeper personal and group 
Christian_ involvement for physicians 
and dentists who participate. 

".",t this time no formal attempt is 
bemg made to involve other health 
personnel and allied professional peo­
ple, but we anticipate their participation 
and woul~ . invite response from not 
only physicians and dentists but also 
~ther persons i,nvolved in health de­
li~ery who are interested in missions 
either through active participation o; 
support. 

We ~ould appreciate it if pastors and 
ot?er . mterested persons .would pass 
th~s mfo~ation on to anyone who 
might desire to become_ involved in a 
program such as this. Interest from 
students of the various groups would 
be welcome. 
. W ~. will be glad to handle any 
m_qumes regarding this organization 
with the hope that this means will 
enable us to develop a Kentucky 

Bap~ist Medical-Dental Fellowship in 
service for Chris_t. If desired, inquiries 
may. be made directly to: The Baptist' 
Medical-Dental Fellowship, 2500 Wood­
berry Drive, Winston-Salem N c 
27106. • ' • • 

M. A. Winchester, M. D. 
Whitley City, Ky. 

William E. Snowden, D. D. s. 
Winchester, Ky. 

Beware of Madeline 

! am writing in regard to your article 
m W~stern Recorder concerning 
Madeline Murray O'Hara's efforts to 
ban religious broadcasts which you 
stated were a rumor. 

I also have read similar rebukes in 
oth~r state papers against what we 
believed were a ''Christian stand and 
responsib~ty.'' This ''rumor'' bas been 
around qwte a while-it's strange that 
so many letters and petitions were 
gathered, promoted and mailed before 
anyone let us ~ow it was only "a 
rumor.'' 

The work of Madeline Murray O'Hara 
was not a rumor a few years ago when 
she . was successful in getting Bible 
reading and prayers removed from our 
schools and other successful efforts. 

Wh~re were our representatives re­
sponsible Christian leaders and ;tate 
papers t?en? We needed desperately 
some guidance and an opportunity to 
stand up for Jesus. Today our schools 

!ll'e not safe, our educational system is 
in shambles, much more importance is 
put o? teachers pay than on the 
ed~cation of our cliildren. For some 
children the Bible reading and prayers 
were the only ones in their presence 
and in their behalf sent to our heavenly 
~ather. T~ere is practically no discipline 
mvoked in our schools even though 
there are incidents of assault larceny 
threats and fear almost every' day. W ~ 
ar~ all the loser in this, especially the 
children. 

Maybe this so called rumor is just 
~other of Madeline Murray O'Hara's 
tricks so we will let down our guard. If 
_so, we surely played right in her hand. 
For after these recent rebukes for our 
e_fforts, you couldn't get another peti­
t~on or letter written to our representa­
ti~es on a bet. I'm afraid now Madeline 
will have clear sailing with no inter­
fer,ence from God's family at all. 

We were doing what we thought to 
be right-i~ ~d no harm. At least our 
elected . o~cials were given notice of 
the Chnstian communities' true feelings 
and desires. • 

I would now feel silly asking my 
people to petition for anything unless 1 
had a documented request for same­
lest w_e be called "alarmists" or "sim­
ple mmded fundamentalists.•• 

For Jesus' sake won't you please 
help the Christian community in a 
constructive way as best you can? 

Dan S. Crawley m 
Stamping Ground, Ky. 
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New Corps to Strengthen 
All SBC Mission Efforts 

bas caught in the heart oi u~ people 
and is building to be something very, 
very significant.'' • b d 

·tuller was app ym~ , whose body 
resuscitation. T~e victund, b lack of 
was already discolore Y d 

began to breathe shallowly an 
oxygen, ·ct· was 
was taken to a hospital. T~e Vl . un d 

1 . mouth-to-moutn 

Southern Baptist Foreign Mission{ Bo~d 
officials believe . strong suppo~ o~ e 
newly proposed Mission Sel'Vlc~ orps 
reflects a heightened interest m ;:11s­
sions that will reinforce all Sout em 
Baptist missions efforts. d t 

Under Cauthen's '":1"e~tion, the oar 
staff is making prelimm~ p~ans fo~ 

licant processing, onentation pro 
app d nv;"'um utilization of the 
cedures an m........ h final 
volunteers overseas, even th°:fil b . g 

released from the hospital in goo 
condition two days la~er .t d from Amer-

The volunteer program a~opte a 
the Southern Baptist Convent~on seeks 
to involve more personnel m one .to 
two-year projects overseas. . full 

As the board prepares to put its 
weight behind the new volunteer pro­
gram key members of the board staff 
voiced their feeling that SoU;them Ba~­
tists are ready to become mvolve~ m 
missions on a scale never be ore 

attained. st f 
"We are thrilled when new ere s o 

enthusiasm move across Southern Bap­
tist life. Our responsibility of channel­
ing those efforts to the world becomes 

·tm· g when mission interest more exci 
reaches a peak such as the one. no~ 
a arent throughout the conve?tion: 
P~ R. Keith Parks, the boards nus-

SIU • dir ctor 

details of the new corps are . em 
worked out by the special committee. 

''Devoted laypersons make st~onalg 
. • aries and nation 

allies for mission . f Christ's 
ders in the extension o 

l~a d ,, said w. Eugene Grubbs, the 
kingd~m, ·u1tant for laymen overseas. 
boar s cons 

Missionaries' Son Saves 
Jordanian Youth's Life 
Dwight Fuller, 18-year-o~d son of Sou­
thern Baptist mission_anes J_. Wa)?l: 
and Frances Fuller' is credited wit 
saving the life of a young man w_ho wa~ 
drowning at a sports complex in Am 
man, Jordan. d d 1 Whil swimming in a crow e poo • 

sion support division e . • . 
Parks' view of the new mission co1:11s 

Fuller ~scovered the limp body 0
: t':1 

Arab youth lying on the bottom o f e 
pool. He brought the boy to t~e s~ :~: 
and swam with him to the e_ ge o 

Fuller recent~y gra hua r . Athens' 
ican Community Sc oo in . 

d will attend Furman Um-
Greece, an 1 • G enville 

·t a Baptist schoo in re ' vers1 y, 
S. C. 

Allen Visits Honduras 
Hondura~ was ~~e first ~uthemR~TJ:! 
mission field visited by Jimmy . d t of 
following his election as pr~si en 
the Southern Baptist Conventlo~- Ba -

Forty-two laypersons from First h p 
. h S Antonio, Tex., w ere 

tist Churc , an . olved for nine 
All~n is pastor: "'.ere invt , ' in sou-
d in a "mission ven ure 

ays d Workers included two 
them Hon uras. . al t s 

li t. teams • two medic earn , 
evange s i~ ' d an eye special­
a construction team an . the 
. t who performed surgery in 
is mment hospital in Cboluteca. . gove . . • • the 

t "th miss10nanes in Allen me Wl di • 
capital city of Tegucigalpa to . scuss 
the Mission . Service Corps,; a pr;gr~ 
of short term volunteers being ~ ann 

supports that of the board's execu:ve 
dir ctor Baker J. Cauthen. <?aut en 
de:crib~d the corps as "something that 

1 . 
poo When lifeguards reached the scene, 

by the Southern Baptist Convention. 
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A little girl at a market in E~ura: 
Ghana, typifies South~rn ~aptis~s 

·tment to a world-wide witnessing 
comnu Bold Mission Thrust. Pray 
program, all d s 
this week for those who are . c e a 
full time missionaries to testify to the 
one true living Lord. They speak on 
behalf of our denomination in ton~es 
.that men and women across Amenca 
and around the globe can unders~8;Ild· 
Thank God for their personal sacnfic_es 
in sharing the good news, and ask bun 
to strengthen them with _courage, mend 
tel and physical stamina, ~ove ant 

ort from home for the unportan :1!-k to which they have been called. 
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Carter May Keynote 
SBC Missions Rally 
A missions rally for Southern Baptist 
lay persons, with President Jimmy 
Carter invited to make the major 
address, will be held in Atlanta, Ga., 
June 16, 1978 under the auspices of the 
Brotherhood Commission. 

Glendon McCullough, executive di­
rector of the Memphis-based missions 
agency for Southern Baptist men and 
boys, announced the giant missions 
meeting at the final session of the 
week-long Bold Mission Leadership 
Conference at Glorieta (N . M.) Baptist 
Conference Center. 

The missions rally will be held the 
day following the three-day 1978 Sou­
thern Baptist Convention. 

President Carter, a former trustee of 
the commission, has personally agreed 
to consider an invitation to address the 
lay people and will respond officially to 
the invitation a few months before the 
meeting. 

The meeting is one of a series of 
projects to provide Bold Mission oppor­
tunities for Baptist lay people at the 
national level during the next two 
years . 

Rutledge Hospitalized 
Arthur B. Rutledge, retired executive 
director-treasurer of Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, is convalescing 
after having suffered a series of mild 
heart attacks. 

Rutledge, who· stepped down Dec. 
31, 1976, after heading the board for 12 . 
years, suffered a mild coronary July·l2, 
another July 16. and a third July 28. He 
was hospitalized in Emory University 
Hospital, Atlanta, Ga. 

Since retiring Rutledge has lived 
near Cumming, Ga., and has been 
involved in teaching and writing. 

16,271 'Officially' at SBC 
Led by 2,314 persons from · the host 
state of Missouri, 16·,271 persons of­
ficially registered for the 120th annual 
sessions of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention (SBC) in Kansas City, June 
15-17. 

A survey taken during the convention 

reveals most of the registered mes­
sengers were male, and most involved 
in some phases of denominational work. 

Figures compiled by the SBC His­
torical Commission indicate the 16,271 
persons came from 4 7 states and the 
District of Columbia. Besides the pre­
ponderance of Missourians, other top 
ranking states included Texas, 1,344; 
North Carolina, 1,279; Georgia, 1,160; 
Tepnessee, 1,153; Alabama 1,045. 

South Carolina barely missed the 
1,000 mark, with 934 representatives. 
Others sending 500 or more were 
Kentucky, 832; Mississippi, 768; Vir­
ginia, 698; Oklahoma, 661; Florida, 
594; Louisiana, 547; and Arkansas, 516. 

Construction Starts Soon 
On Mallory-Taylor Wing 
Construction will begin Aug. 15 on a 
new wing which will house a com­
bination recreation and dining area at 
Mallory-Tay}or Hospital, La Grange. 

The addition to this Baptist-operated 
hospital is expected to be completed by 
Dec. 15. Cost for the project is ex­
pected to be between $35,000 and 
$40,000. • 

Construction on the 850 square foot 
addition was scheduled to have begun 
in • June, but bids received greatly 
exceeded architectural estimates. Some 
design modifications were made and 
the contract recently awarded to Es­
posito Builders, Inc., of La Grange. 

Pastor Backs President 
President Jimmy Carter's pastor de­
clined to criticize his best-known par-

• ishioner for appointing a personal rep­
resentative to the Vatican. 

In a radio interview Charles A. 
Trentham, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Washington, D. C. , noted that 
the practice among presidents to ap­
point envoys to Vatican City dates to 
1936 and Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

"At the moment, I do not think that 
the appointment of Mr. (David M.) 
Walters . . . is a departure from what 
has been going on with the last 
succession of presidents," Trentham 
said. 

"My attitude," he continued, "is 
that there are over 700 million Catholics 
in the world with whom we need some 
conversation . . . . " 

Throughout the interview, Trentham 
underscored his conviction that his first 
concern is to be pastor to the President 
and first family rather than advisor on 
p,ublic questions. 

Trentham disclosed that a large 
percentage of the calls and letters be 
receives are requests to send messages 
or arrange meetings with Carter. He 
said he • will not be used as an 
intermediary for such requests or to 
lobby on issues.. • 

The 58-year-old pastor told the re­
porters that when Carter decided to 
join the historic congregation six blocks 
from the White House, "I determined 
to preach the heart of the gospel." 

FOR THE MONTH CLOSING JULY, 1977 

Cooperative Program receipts July 
Goal to date this year [Operational) 
To date this convention year 
Over goal 
To date this time last year 
Increase 
Percentage increase 

1977 
$ 625,463.18 
5,500,000.00 
6,252,543.14 

752,543.14 
5,816,403.83 

436,139.31 
7.49% 

1976 
$ 533,101.42 
5,041.666.63 
5,816,403.83 

774,737.20 
5,084,490.26 

731,913.57 
14.4% 

Needed each month to reach Operational Goal 
Needed each month to reach full Cooperative 

Program Goal 

$500,000 

$600,000 
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The Enigqia 

other significant positions_ of leadershi_p 
should be held by a marned ~an. i1::i~ 
llssumption is presently bemg c f 
lenged by the increasing ~um?ers od 
women who are seeking ordination an 

This is non:bib!i~al, 
discriminatory, pre1udicial, 
illogical, unloving and 
unjust . . • 

of the 
Single 

Baptist Clergyman 
by Earl Shelp 

This article is an attempt to raise some 
uestions about an issue in ~uthern 

iaptist life that seldom r~ce1ves t~e 
intelligent, informed analysis an~ di~-

. ·t deserves My observation is cuss1on 1 • . • all 
that the sort of attention it. gener . y 
receives is a whispered disparaging 
comment or ill-humored joke. I suspect 
·t takes this hushed form because our 
~ttitudes toward it would be a source od 
embarrassment should they be expose 

service as pastors. . . 
Where women seeking opportunities 

f inistry are finding Baptist doors 
~lo=d to them because of their gend~' 
single men are finding many of t e 
same doors closed because}hey ~av~ 
not yet . discovered the unclaim~ 
blessing' -, or have chosen to remam 

. d for any number of reasons. unmarrie ho 
The increasing numbers of men w 
choose to delay marriage pose a c~al­
lenge for some Baptists to - ree~~m~ 
the apparent prejudice and discrum-
nation in this area. . 

The scripture would reqwre us to 
consider the marital status _o~ me~

0 
~~ 

women capable of an~ willing Th 
d by God as unimportant. e 

use . ffirms 
biblical record with?ut question a 
the potential of smgle peo~le toG d~e 

• rttm os prominent and impo an 
redemptive work. 

for all to know. ' • l 
My purpose here is not to smg e-

handedly resolve the issue or to present 
an ·exhaustive analysis. Rather, my 
intenion is to speak to the concern from 

A look at the history of th_e church 
will show that many of its most 
im ortant spokesmen have been ~o~-

p . d It would have been tragic ~f 
marr1e • . d d their 
their voices had been silence an 
desire to serve frustrated because they 
were single. 

a sufficient model of Christian lifestyle 
for all to emulate. . t 

Perhaps the people fear he will n? 
understand the complex problems ~ 
family life that would be shared ID 

counseling sessions. 
Perhaps the congregation fears sex-

ual seduction; seduction of the _pasto~ 
by female members or seduction o 
female members by the pastor. 

I submit that each of these reasons 
are illegitimate when considered alone 
or in total. 

• A church calls a pastor to serve 
the people. His qualifications and th~ 
leadership of God should be the f p~~­
mary concern, not the prospect o is 
wife's free labor. . 

• Even numbers is customary ~ 
some social circles, but by no means is 
it required. 

• The pastor is also a busy p~rson 
who appreciates relaxation and leisure. 

• The fishbowl existence of a pas­
tor's family is a heavy burden to place 

, th and it is often resented. 
on em hild - , • It is inconsistent to teach c ren 

the persp~ive, on _th~ o: t~sti:! 
one who is committe . 
ministry and to the Southern Baptist 
Convention; and, on the other hand~s 
one who lives wi~h the problem. e 
. . the erugma of the never issue is • 1 . d male Southern Baptist c ergy-marne , , 

Perhaps. • • 
The "unspoken" insistence of Bap­

t. sts that the pastor or other leader be 
~arried is almost unique among Prot­
estant denominations. One can or;;[ 
speculate as to the reasons for t s 

to emulate Jesus (a single man) and 
not accept the single l?asto~ as a 

ossible model of Christian lifesty~e. 
p • Empathy for the problems of.family 
life may be gained through one s o:wn 
family experiences or tiu:ou~h. sharm1 
with others so many of life s JOYS an 

mi;ihave purposefully chosen the noun 
" . a" to characterize my class of 

erugm fin d "a perplex-
clergy since it is de ~ as . Ii ble 
m. g baffling or seemmgly mexpl c! 

• " 1m.. "perp exmg, matter or person. u1e . 
baffling'• problem that the s~gle •. cler 
gyman presents to Baptists is simp y 
what to do with him. . - B _ 

The general .assumption among ap 
tists is that the pastorate and many 

Earl Shelp holds a Ph.D. in t~eologic~ 
ethics from Southern Bapttst Th~o 
logical Seminary and is currentl! dam~ 
post-doctoral study at th_e InsCtttut~ ~ 
R l . . Te•as Medical - en e ' e ,g,on, ... 
Houston. 
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phenomenon. • d 
Perhaps laymen consi~er a marn~ 

man a better bargain. It is ass~ed ?1 
some circles that the pastor's wife will 
b full time unpaid worker shoulder­
. e a t 'al custodial and hostess mg secre an , S d 
services while leading_~ WMU d unth: 

- school, Church Trammg an o -
church organizations. .al 

Perhaps laymen panic about soc1 
etiquette. Three for dinner in:e~d tf 
four? With whom will the goo os s 
wife chat? . • 

Perhaps the single pastor will require 
too much. One could reason that. a m~ 
without the responsibilities of wife ~ 
children would have little sympathy or 
the multitude of demands made upon 
the layman's time. - h 

Perhaps the congregation feels t. at 
only a pastor with a family can provide 

ains in a way that only a ~astor _can. 
p • The risk of seduction exists with a 
married pastor as well. t 

Single clergymen .as a group are no 
abnormal or unqualified, they are mer;-
1 in the minority. A man ~ught no~ . e 
{alled as pastor or placed m a_ po~ition 

f 'bili'ty because he is single 
0 responsi • d th 

d he ought not be deme e 
~storate or leadership role because he 
is single. . 

Baptist Inconsistency . . 
Baptists appear inconsistent ID the1; 

attitudes toward sin_gleness. t,o~:e 
churches recommend single men t 
seminary to prepare for th~ pastora cl 
and ordain them to the mm1st~ an 
yet close their_ doors to them if the) 
remain unmarried. 

Local churches profess love for 
singles as they rush to establish minis­
tries to this group and yet tend to 
refuse singles the opportunity to fill the 
highest office in the church. 

Local churches through the Coopera­
tive Program subsidize the costs of 
ministerial education. Yet Baptists re­
alize little or no return on this invest­
ment unless places of service are open 
to the single man. 

Pastors call upon young men to 
forego all other occupational education 
to exclusively pursue their preparation 
for the Lord's work. But, if the young 
man who sacrificed all also sacrificed 
the finding of a wife and is unable to 
find a church-related position he is left 
without other marketable skills. 

I am suggesting that this seemingly 
inconsistent, contradictory attitude 
toward single clergymen is non-biblical, 
discriminatory, prejudicial, illogical, 
unloving and unjust to everyone con­
cerned. 

Reflects Mood 
My impression is that single clergy­

men have a better chance of finding a 
place of ministry in roles other than the 
pastorate such as the chaplaincy, mis­
sionary service, music, education, social 
ministries or administration on the 
state or national levels. Yet, I fear that 
even in the state and national con­
ventions the rarely spoken bias against 
singles is not as entrenched but still 
present and reflective of the mood of 
the people. 

I do not mean to imply that all 
Baptists harbor a conscious or un­
conscious ill will toward the single 
clergyman. I am aware of a few as yet 
unmarried men who serve admirably as 
pastors with the virorous support of 
their congregations or who serve 
credibly as professors or in denomina­
tional posts. 

Yet, on the whole, the single clergy­
man appears to be an enigma for 
Baptists. He is a "perplexing and 
baffling'' person when we are pre­
disposed to accept only "paired" per­
sons. He presents a • 'perplexing and 
baffling'' problem to Baptists when we 
affirm God's call of him and can't find 
a way for him to exercise his ministerial 
gifts. 

The Chu-rch: Mission or Mess? 
by Jerry B. Hopkins 

The Bible says that "Christ loved the 
church and gave himself for it.'' Paul 
writes that • 'we are not our own, we 
are bought with a price" -the death of 
Jesus on the cross. 

What is this church Jesus loved and 
bought with his death doing? Are we to 
be entertaining folks? Are we to be a 
social club? Do we minister to a 
••select' ' few? Are we a benevolence 
society? 

I think we get some glimpse of our 
mission in the words of Jesus-• 'I 
came to seek and to save the lost." In 
Matt. 28: 19-20 the Lord gave to the 
believers our mission in the great 
commission. 

This great commission establishes 
that our task is two-fold: witness to the 
lost and teach the saved: This is the 
mission of the church in the world. In 
the light of this emphasis on witnessing 
and· teaching through missions this 
question arises: Is the church on a 
mission or in a mess? 

The church is on a mission if it has 
vision. It is in a mess if it gives place 
to vicious trivia. People without vision 
lapse into concern over trivial things. 
In the spiritual realm the issue is even 
more significant. • 'Where there is no 
vision, the people perish." When God's 
people have no vision people die 
without Christ, perish in their sins and 
go to everlasting torment. 

Jesus spoke about vision. • 'Lift up 
your eyes, and look on the fields, for 
they are white already to harvest." 
Jesus wanted us to see people. The 
church that cannot see beyond itself 
will die while people all around die and 
perish forever. Look! That's what we 
need to do. 

Jesus, also said, "Watch therefore; 
for you don't know when I will return." 
Jesus is coming back. ls that in your 
vision? The people who do not have a 
vision of perishing people and the 
coming Christ will be occupied by 
trivial things. A church without a vision 
is in a mess not on a mission for 
Christ: 

The church is on a mission if it loves. 
It is in a mess if it is loveless. Jesus 
had something against the church at 
Ephesus. He said, • 'I have something 

against you, because you have left your 
first love. '' The church that does not 
love Jesus is a mess. 

Jesus said, • 'By this shall all men 
know that you are mine, if you love one 
another.'' Church members who do not 
love one another are in a mess. 
Lovelessness is a tragedy! It is sin! It 
is triumph for the devil. 

The church is on a mission if it 
gives. It is a mess if it is greedy. Jesus 
said, • 'It is more blessed to give, than 
to receive." He said, "Give, and it 
shall be given unto you.'' 

God is a giving God! Christianity is a 
giving religion! Our basic mission is to 
give not to get. God can't give to some 
people because they are always trying 
to get. We have abundant opportunities 
to contribute to missions. Only those 
with vision and love will give. Giving is 
a mark of Christian vision and concern. 

The church is on a mission if it is 
selfless. It is a mess if it is selfish. 
Man's biggest problem is self. The 
biggest problem in the church today is 
that of self-corporate selfishness. We 
have no problems in promoting pro­
grams to get money. When it comes to 
programs to spend money, the tempers 
flare, anger rises and tongues lash. 
What a shame! In the church of Jesus 
there should be great joy in selfless 
giving. 

We must remember individually, as 
well as corporately, Paul's words in 
Gal. 2:20: "I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
lives in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loves me, and 
gave himself for me." Let this be our 
example-giving of self to others, even 
·as Jesus did for us. 

What do you want for the church? A 
vision or vicious trivia? Love or love­
lessness? Giving or greediness? Self­
lessness or selfishness? 

Do you want your church to be a 
mission or a mess? Whichever it is will 
be up to you! You are vital to the 
church. Is your life a mission for Christ 
or a mess for the devil? 

Jerry B. Hopkins is pastor of Mt. 
Freedom Baptist Church, Wilmore, Ky. 
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Yazoo City, Mississippi: 

Register Citizen Opinion 1977 

. p blic Policy· How to Go About It 

''I don't want to get my feet back on 
the ground just yet. I might stump my 
toe." 

Owen Cooper's adrenalin was still 
pumping as the retired industrialist and 
former Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) president attempted to unwind 
after an evening with Jimmy Carter in 
the Coopers' Yazoo City, Miss., home. 

The Day the President Came to Town 
Inftuenc1ng u • . 

By John W. Baker 
cently asked the Baptist Joint C_omniitte_~ 

Public Affairs to present testimony di 

Lobbying is the term generally applied 
to attempts by individuals and gr~ups to 
influence the· actions of the leg1slat1ve and 
executive branches of government. Many 

eo le conceive of lobbying as an _un­
~htiesome and/or dishonest _undertak~ng. 
Generally this is a serious m1sconcepuon. 

There are lobbyists who use q~est1ona­
ble or even illegal methods to m_fluenc~ 

overnment. These are an exc~~t1on an 
!re not at all typical of the activ1t1es ~f_the 
Washington lobby. American poht1cal 
scientists are in agreement that tthe f I~~~ 
byist is an important e emen o 
American democratic process. f 

on . . fa 
rected at the church-state imphcat_1ons o 

iece of legislation the subcommittee was 
p .d . • g Othe· r organizations receive 
CODS! enn . . 
simi\ar requests for ~xpert testimony. 
Very few of them dechne to appear. 

Members of Congress or employees o 
an executive agency have come to rely on 
individuals or organizatio_ns to supp_!~ 
them with varying perspectives on an is 

Such diverse organizations as the Na- RE.G\S1'E.R 
sue· M f turers the 
tional Association of anu ac ' ze. N 
AF L -C.LO., common Cause, t~e U._s. C\1'\ 
C~thol.ic Conference' and the_ Baptl_st ~t:: 0 p \ N \ 0 N 
Committee on Pub,lic Affairs m~g . 971 
asked their ·opinions on the same issue ID , 1 ,11E9.,,.co"G"Ess 

order that a decision maker may fhl~ve. an ,st sess,o" of 

• n of potentially con ict!Dg Th1·s type of lobbying is usua!IY ~all_ed_ 
e~press1o_d h'm in reaching conclusions. Th I bby st is ID 
views to a1 I . h r I t to gov- "direct" lobbying. e o I • h 

The organizations wh1c re a e . volved in "face-to-face_" ~ontact wit 

nment when the interests of their _con- t Under certam circumstances 
er d ny and var- • governmen • . . t the 
stituericies ·are involve are ~a Yellow it can be very effective. But it is no 
ied The Washington telep one 'th most effective way to influe~c_e the ac-
Pages has more than six full pa~~s w1h tions of elected officials. Ind1v1dual_ vot­
four columns on each p~ge_ conta1~mg t ~ ers can have a much more pot~nt 1Dflu-

' names of associations w1thm the c1~y. A~ ence on their elected representatives. 
habetically' these range from ~? orgam- If voters take the time a~d effort ~~ 

p . II d '' A Better Chance through make their desires known m a prop 
zat1on ca e . f Americ.r '' I tten 
the "Zionist Organization o f h manner representatives pay c ose _a '; 
In addition, a substantial number o t_ ~ . Th ' "indirect" or "grassroots 
law firms in the area represent the _spec1\ ;~:-ying'.s which consists _simply of letter 
interests of clients when the a~!1s~:~i~g writing or telephoning, is effective and 
governme·nt affect them. By p t . takes few skills. There are, howevferl, 

· they serve to guaran ee I h'ch should be o -conflicting views . 11 be some general r·u es w 1 
that all facets of a pro?lem w1 lowed: 
ex lored before a decision is m~de. Thus, I Things you should do: . . 
th[s kind of interest representat10n c~n db~ • a Be informed about the issue rather 

b . Write briefly and to the point, ex­
plaining the bases of your ~upport 
for or opposition to pe~d1Dg ac­
tion. Write on only one issue at a 
time. 

c. Be constructive- if you o~pose a 
piece of legislation, explalD how 
and if it can be made . acceptable to 

you. . 
d Write to your representatives con-

• gratulating them when they h~ve 
done something good and thank1Dg 
them if they have voted as you re­
quested. ( Voting records are usu­
ally reported in a local paper- or 
will be if several people request 
that they be reported.) 

2 Things you should not do: . 
• N ver threaten a representative. 
a. D~ not say "Neither I nor any of 

our church members will vote for 
'f ,, A positive statement you 1 . . . . . . 

of your position is sufficient. . 
b. Never sign form letters or d~ph­

cated petitions. One handwntten 
letter is worth dozens. of. these 
nonspontaneous commumca_t1ons. 

c. Do not write on every piece of 
legislation which co~es along. Be 
selective to be effective. 

d Never write unless you really 
• know what you are writing about. 

An uninformed letter could be 
counterproductive. . . 

0 of the best publications available 
to ai~e citizens in expressing views on_~ub­
lic issues is the pamphlet Register Citizen 

0 
. . . It lists the members of Con­

pinzon • • nts ad 
gress their committee ass1gnme . ' 1-
dress~s, proper salutations, etc. This v~ -
uable amphlet can be ordered from t_ e 
Ba tisi Joint Committee on Public ~ffaus 
forp 25¢ each. Bulk orders will be billed as 

follows: 
Ten copies $2.00 
One hundred copies $17 . 50 
One thousand copies $ I 37 . 50 . 
Postage· and shipping _charges will be 
added to the above pnce. 

seen as an important component o e • than acting in haste or in response 
f ded rumors. A letter 

mocracy. • • k the initia- to un oun . f 
At times interest groups ta e At based on unfounded rumor is o no 

tive in making their views _known. value and could serve to discredit a 

II 

much," Cooper said. "We mentioned 
his reading his Bible daily in Spanish 

President Carter spent. the night of 
July 21 with the Coopers after attend­
ing a town meeting of some 2,000 
people in Yazoo City. 

• and asked him to read a devotional 
thought for the evening from I Cor. 
13." 

The President went upstairs to get 
his Spanish Bible and discovered he 
had left it at home. The Coopers had a 
paperback New Testament in Spanish 
and Carter used it. Following the Bible 
reading, Ben Ladner, the Coopers' 
son-in-law, led in prayer. 

Although Cooper, retired president 
of Mississippi Chemical Corp., the 
world's largest amonium fertilizer man­
ufacturing cooperative, had associated 
with Carter before, the President's visit 
left him full of superlatives . 

He called the visit exciting _but said 
Carter is such a "natural and genuine" 
person "you don't feel a sense of awe~ 
you feel a sense of companionship.· 

The President retired at 11 p.m. and 
was down for breakfast at 5:45 a.m. As 
they ate, Cooper brought Carter up to 
date on the program the President had 
recommended to the Southern 'Baptist 
Convention's annual meeting last June 
in Kansas City. In the Cooper den that night, w-hile 

the President ate Mrs. Cooper's home­
made ice cream topped with peaches, 
and at the breakfast table the next 
morning, while he_ ate fresh peaches 
and drank coffee, host and visitor 
talked about a lot of things. 

The President's informal, human 
touch set the tone for the visit. 

Carter, who had · taken off his coat in 
the heat of the un-air conditioned 
gymnasium where he spoke, arrived at 
the Coopers' still without it. . 

Following a meeting with SBC 
agency heads, in which he proposed 
the SBC beef up its short term volun­
teer mission programs to tap the 
resources of Baptists of all ages, Carter 
made a videotape appeal to the conven­
iion. His suggestion passed enthusias­
tirallv. 

He asked his host if he could slip off 
his tie, and ~hen spent the first 10 
minutes with the Cooper grandchildren. 

Cooper filled in the President on 
procedures being followed and told him 
the target date of having orientation in 
the spring for the first group seemed 
realistic. 

Characteristically, Garter volunteered 
his services if there was anything he 
could do further, Cooper said. "We just sat down and talked," 

Cooper said. 
They discussed mental health and 

Mrs. Carter's recent trip to South 
America, among other things. 

Cooper, a member of First Baptist 
Church, Yazoo City, said he felt the 
meeting in the town on the edge of the 
Mississippi delta had helped the com­
munity. "We talked a little church, but not 

Devotional 

In Spanish 

'Natural' 

for 

Jimmy Carter 

President Jimmy Carter's reading of I 
Cor. 13 in Spanish while a guest in the 
home of fellow Southern Baptist layman 
Owen Cooper was a "natural" for the 
special visitor and his hosts. 

The evening that the President 
stayed with Cooper began with a 
session with photographers and re­
porters and an informal discussion 
between the President and Mrs. Cooper 
about their native Georgia. The mention 
of Rosalynn Carter's goodwill tour of 
South America and her interest in 
Spanish prompted the President to 
describe a custom of the first familv. 

''It was about a quarter till eleven at 
that point," · Cooper recalled, and he 
told us that each night either the 
President or Mrs. Carter would · read 

''There was a wonderful feeling of 
cooperation in staging. the event and 
that cooperation can come in other 
ways if'we can get together and work," 
he said. 

Part of the cooperation came from 
Cooper's next door neighbors, the 
Charles Jacksons, who moved out of 
their house_ for the evening to help the 
Secret Service. Jackson, senior vice 
president of Mississippi Chemical, is a 
city alderman and past chairman of 
deacons at First Baptist Church. 

Jerry Clower, a national television 
personality and also a member of First 
Baptist Church, did his share by 
serving as master of ceremonies at a 
watermelon cutting for the town and 
visiting newspeople. The mayor of the 
city, Floyd Johnson, is also a Baptist. 

The townspeople received the Presi­
dent warmly, giving him a standing 
ovation when he entered the gym­
nasium. 

But it was not the first standing 
ovation of the evening. Shortly before 
the President arrived, Cooper walked 
in. Spontaneously the crowd was on its 
feet applauding. 

First Baptist Church pastor, James 
Yates summed up bow Yazoo City feels 
about Cooper: 

"Even though people might not 
agree with all his decisions and phi­
losophies, they could not help but 
appreciate what he was trying to do for 
the city and they respect him for it. 
Owen Cooper puts the interests of 
others first-especially his church and 
his pastor '' 

out loud to the other a chanter • in the 
New Testament in Spanish." 

"Would you read us a 'chapter in 
Spanish?" Cooper asked his guest. 
After the President agreed, he read I 
Cor. 13 from Cooper's Spanish-lan­
guage New TAstAment. 

A few minutes after bidding his hosts 
good night, Carter returned downstairs 
to request to borrow Cooper's Spanish­
language New Testament since he had 
forgotten to bring his own copy ''for 
my devotion tonight.'' 

Carter returned the New Testament 
to Cooper after autographing it at his 
host's request. Cooper plans to give 
the copy to Oscar Romo, • language 
missions director at the Southern Bap­
tist Convention's Home Mission Board. 

other times government actively seek~ later communication involving a 
those views. For example• the. genera real issue. 

John W. Baker is an associate _director 
with the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs. ,_ _________________________________________ .,.., 

I f a House subcommittee re-
counse or 
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Christian Education 
Smoot Named as U of L 
Baptist Campus Minister 
G. Thomas Smoot has been appointed 
Baptist campus minister at University 
of Louisville effective Aug. 15. 

Smoot, a native of Louisville, has 
served since 197 4 as campus minister 
to Kentucky Wesleyan and Brescia 
colleges and Henderson, Hopkinsville, 
Madisonville and Paducah community 
colleges. He was minister of education 
and youth at Eastwood Baptist Church, 
Bowling Green, prior to 1974. 

A graduate df Georgetown College 
and Southern Seminary, Smoot is a 
specialist in drama and recreation. He 
is married to the former Jennifer 
Newman and they have two daughters, 
Heather and Holly. 

J. Altus Newell, pastor of Louisville's 
St. Matthews Baptist Church, is shown 
teaching a course on ''The Life and 
Work of the Pastor" as a visiting 
professor at Southem ·Seminary in July. 
Newell was one of several Kentuckians 
who taught at Southem during July. 
Others were Wesley R. Monfalcone, 
chaplain director at Louisville General 
Hospital, and Danny Flanagan., CBJl)pus 

. minister at Campbellsville College. 

Outstanding Young Men 
Four men connected with Campbells­
ville College, three of them brothers, 
have been named as Outstanding 
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Young Men of America for 1977. 
Two of the men, Michael L. Mc­

Mahan, assistant professor of biology, 
and Frank Cheatham, assistant profes­
sor of mathematics, teach at Camp­
bellsville. 

Cheatham's brothers, Tom and Don, 
both Campbellsville graduates, were 
also selected for this honor. Tom is an 
assistant professor · at Samford Uni­
versity, Birmingham, Ala., and Don 
teaches at Marion County High School, 
Lebanon. 

Cumberland History Frat 
Receives National Award • 
Cumberland College's Upsilon Upsilon 
chapter of Phi Alpha Theta, inter­
national society in history, was recently 
awarded the best chapter award for the 
1976-77 school year for chapters on a 
campus with 1,000 to 2,000 students. 
Along with the honor • goe!i a gift of 
$250 in books to the college. 

Two Baptist Colleges 
Get Government Grants 
Two Baptist colleges have received 
grants from the federal government 
totaling $245,800. 

Ouachita Baptist University, Arka- • 
delphia, Ark., and Baptist • College at 
Charleston (S. C.), are among 90 two­
and four-year colleges receiving grants 
from • the Department of Health, Edu­
cation and Welfare. 

The grants were made to help them 
achieve financial stability and academic 
improvement. Ouachita received $17,300 
for continuation activities and Baptist 
College at Charleston was granted 
$174,000 for the same purpose. 

In addition, Ouachita received 
$54,500 to increase its fund raising 
capabilities. This grant allows training 
in the skills necessary to organize, 
strengthen and implement fund raising 
efforts . 

In order to qualify for the continu­
ation grants the schools had to show 
that they had used previous grants 
satisfactorily and that financial hardship 
would result if the grant were not 
renewed. Several other church-related 
colleges received grants from HEW. 

D. M. Aldridge, president of Clear 
Creek Bible School, Pineville, browses 

• through a 261-year-old Bible which was· 
recently presented to the school. The 
Bible, which was published in 1716 in 
London, England, was a gift from 
Birney Manning, Somerset, and Simeon 
J. Hale, a Lincoln County native. The 
Bible is partially covered in goat skin 
and is easily readable. 

New CC Program Told 
Beginning this fall the general edu­
cation requirements for Cumberland 
College students will be lowered from 
55 to 49 semester hours. 

This new program will affect all 
entering freshmen and those students 
who have yet to complete those areas 
undergoing change. 

A task force of faculty, administrative 
personnel and students developed the 
program which will offer students a 
more viable education and will also 
conform to new state guidelines. 

The three major divisions of the 
program are personal development (18 
hours), symbolics-communication (13 
hours) and natural and social sciences 
(18 hours). 

The program is designed to show 
how the major sciences interrelate with 
man and his environment and to make 
each student aware of the natural world 
as God's creation. 

• Terry Alton [l) and Sam Reeves, 
shown in photo at left, -were two 
of the 27 Cumberland College 
students who participated in the 
ministry at Cumberland Falls 
State Park. At right are -Bill 
Traylor and Decision in one of 
their performances. 

Cumberland Students Lead 
In Holiday Park Ministry 

Clowns, music, slapstick comedy, drama, 
crafts and, most importantly, the gospel of 
Jesus Christ were all presented as 27 
Cumberland College students led a resort 
ministry at Cumberland Falls State Park over 
the Fourth of July weekend. Also featured on 
the program, which was sponsored by Cum­
berland's Baptist Student Union, were the 
Son-Share players of the Kentucky Baptist 
Student Work Department, the SonShine 
puppets from Owensboro and Bill Traylor 
and Decision from Catlettsburg. An esti­
mated 10,000 people were touched by some 
phase of this ministry as the students put on 
25 shows in a three day span. 

In photo above are some of _the estimated 10,000 tourists and campers who 
attended some phase of this holiday weekend ministry. Below left, Sam Reeves 
[l) and Ted Ford present a song. Shown in photo below·center are the SonShine 
puppets from Owensboro who delighted the kids of all ages. Below right, (1-r] 

- Vickie Sayors, Joe Burt and Terri Phillips show how far the students were 
willing to go to make sure their audiences were entertained. 
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Market 
Kay and Jim Morris 
Realtor Associates 

Guaranteed Sales Plan 
Wallace Real Estate 

Brownsboro Center Arcade 
Home Phone 459-5030 
Office 897-0121 

11 Days• Oct. 3 only $ 1 199* 

HAWAII 
3 Islands 11 days 

from Louis vii/le Dec. 17-27 • 
with touring $669* 

• ph,t tax ond handling 

Information and brochure from 

.J. SMILEY COLLINS 
1605 Torton Woy, Louisville, Ky. 40205 

12 

456-1095 

Kendall Realty 

Georg~ Herman Kendall 
Lexington, Kentucky 

Ph. 252-6046 [24 hours] 

"Golden Rule Broker" 
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FINANCING 
FOR 

CHURCH BUILDINGS 
Call Toll Free 

ANDY F. HARDY 
1-800-231-6068 

SECURITY CHURCH FINANCE, INC. 

An Impressive, 
Comforting Service 
that meets the requirements 

of every family calling us 

Kerr Brothers 
FUNERAL HOME 

Le~ihgton, Ky. 
463 E. Main St. e Dial 2-3345 

Afraid You're 
Going Deaf? 
Chicago, Ill.- A free offer of spe­
cial interest to those who hear but 
do not understand words has been 
announced by Beltone. A non­
operating model of the smallest 
Beltone aid of its kind will be 
given absolutely free to anyone 
answering this advertisement. 

Send for this non-operating 
model, put it on an(l ~vear it in the 
privacy of your own home. While 
many people with a hearing loss 
will not receive any significant 
benefit from any hearing aid, this 
non-workin•µ: model will show you 
how tiny hearing help can he, and 
it's yours to keep, free. The actual 
aid weighs less than a thircl of an 
ounce, and it's all at ear level, in 
·one unit. 

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no cost, 
and certainly no obligation. Thou­
sand have already been mailed, so 
write today to Dept. 42 77 Beltone 
Electronics Corp., 420] W. Vic­
toria, Chicago, Ill. 60646. 

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS 
Prices to satisfy every pre{erence and need 

AIR 
CONDnlONED 

PAIIIINO .uw 

1310 $. 
THIRD 
Phone "34-:1621 

149 
IAKKINRIDOE 

LANI 
Phone 196-0349 

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE 
LoalnWe, Keatudr, 

l!lemben: KatucllJ' ~en1 Dlredon lklrlal ~ 
llemben:. Nallaml SeJeded Mor1i,idam; b7 blftlal&a 

FIBERGLASS 
• STEEPLES 
• WALL CROSSES 
e STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 

• BAPTISTA I ES 
• BAPTISTRY 

HEATERS 

Art Taphorn 
Salesman. 

• Realtor Associate 
• Professional Salesman 
• 23 Years Experience 
• Member Baptist Church 

Home Phone 
Office Phone 

267-8795 
491-5500 

" 

• 

• 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
History Society Meets 
The annual meetings of Kentucky Bap­
tist Historical Society and Kentucky 
Baptist Historical Commission on July 
29 were hosted by Mid-Continent 
Baptist Bible College, Paducah, and 
Columbus Baptist Church. 

Activities of this year's meeting 
included a tour of historic sites of 
Baptist interest in extreme southwest 
Kentucky and a picnic barbecue dinner 
served by ladies of Columbus Baptist 
Church. 

The tour was planned and conducted 
by Charles • Blair, dean at Mid-Con­
tinent . Sites included Blandville, where 
a Baptist school once existed; Clinton, 
where another Baptist school existed 
for several years and where Mid-Con­
tinent Baptist Bible College began; 
Wickliffe, where a burial site for a pre­
historic Mongolian race in America has 
been unearthed; and Columbus, which 
was once proposed for the United 
States capitol and where a battle of the 
War Between the States took place. 

The tour concluded at Columbus 
where pastor Ronald Cruse and the 
Columbus Baptist ladies served a picnic 
dinner in the state park located on the 
high bluff overlooking the Mississippi 
River and Missouri . 

In the society's business session 
Mid-Continent president Wendell Rone 
reviewed early Baptist history of the 
area. The meeting was presided over 
by Leo Crismon who was reelected . 
president. The other present officers, 
vice president Ford Deusner, secretary 
Jack Birdwhistell and treasurer Frank 
Owen, were also reelected. 

Time and place of the 1978 meeting 
will be announced later by executive 
secretary Frank Owen. 

Lynch Sets Celebration 
Lynch Baptist Church will observe its 
50th anniversary with special services 
Aug. 14. 

Fred Roth, Clarence Jones and A. R. 
Hoe, three former pastors, will partici­
pate in the special celebration. Also 
scheduled is a drama depicting the 
beginnings of the church. 

The morning prayer will be led by 
George Collins, the only charter mem­
ber still living. J. D. Hillman is pastor. 

Kentucky governor Julian Carroll 
heaves the first spade of dirt in ground· 
breaking ceremonies July 3 at Reidland 
Baptist Church, Paducah. Carroll, an 
active Presbyterian layman, was fea• 
hired speaker during the morning wor­
ship service and also led in ceremonies 
beginning construction of Reidland's 
$550,000 family life center. Reidland 
pastor C. Wyman Copass [r] looks on. 

Bethel Marks 175th 
Bethel Baptist Church, Franklin 
County, will celebrate its 175th anniver­
sary Aug. 14 with special services. 

Bill J. Leonard, assistant professor of 
church history at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, will be guest 
speaker for the morning service. A 
dinner on the grounds will follow. 

That evening the church will enjoy 
an "old fashioned service" along with 
a display of artifacts from the church's 
history. 

All former members and interested 
visitors ar~ invited to attend this 
special event. Larry W. Gray is the 
Bethel pastor. 

Black Baptist Association 
To Meet' in Paducah 
The 109th annual session of the General 
Association of Baptists in Kentucky is 
scheduled for Aug. 16-17 at Washing­
ton Street Baptist Church, Paducah. 
This annulll meeting of black Baptists 
in Kentucky always attracts large 
crowds and presents an. inspirational 
program. G. M. Smith is moderator 
and Prince Hatchett will serve as host 
pastor. 

Deaths 
Prominent Texas Pastor, 
James G ~ Harris, Dies 
James G. Harris, past president of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board and pastor of University Baptist 
Church, Ft. Worth, Tex., died suddenly 
July 31. , 

The 64-year-old pastor was serving a 
third consecutive term as president of 
the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas at the time of his death. He was 
first vice president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention during 1973-74. 

Harris has also been vice-chairman 
of the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission and chairman of 
the Christian Life Commission. 

·BuymGuide 
ALUMINUM SIDING, esterior decorating, quality . 

work. Call Colville Aluminum Co., (6021 868-
1100. 

EARN FREE TOUR: Holy Land or Hawaii, Cliris­
tian Group, Deluxe Accomodations, Generous 
Benefits. For information, write or call Jim 
Highland, 8 Sequoyah Dr., Shelbyville, Ky. 
40066. (6021 633-3460. 

HELP WANTED • Church Directories: Full and 
part time rep. and proof consultants for national 
co. Work in local market with some travel. Will 
consider husband and wife team and minister's 
wives also. $4. 76 hour to start for training proof 
consultants. Send resume to David Stewart, 840 
Russleo Dr., Nashville, Tenn. 37209. 

PAD-A-PEW: For free estimates and fabric 
samples, send pew length; (Not a loose 
cushionl. By-Line Mfg. , Box 646, Jackson, 
Ohio 46640. 
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So you 're plannihg a revival . , . 

How to Host Your Evangelist 
• by Nancy McGough 

You've been planning your revival for months. The church needs it, the 
community needs it and you need it . Now the time has come to take care of 
practical details . For example, how can you be a good host to the evangelist, • 
so tniit he can do the best job he is capable of doing? 

Two men with special insight in this area are Lewis Drummond, associate 
professor of evangelism at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and • 
Harold D. Tallant, church evangelist of Louisville Highview Baptist Church. 
Drummond has led over 150 revivals throughout the United Stat~s , England, 
Yugoslavia, Australia and Mexico. Tallant was a pastor for 30 years before 
J>ecoming a full time evangelist eight years ago. 

Both men suggest that as a good host you • will want to establish 
communication and understandings about everything that will take place. This 
should be done as early as possible, and should range from giving 
information on the number of services and their theme to · details concerning 
transportation and accomodations. 

Although some churches may consider it a sign of a poor host to arrange 
for the evangelist to stay in a motel, this may be his preference. 

"I really prefer to stay in a motel," Drummond says. "It's far more 
relaxing. You're always 'on' when you're in a home. Of course I've stayed 
with some lovely people in hoines, but there's always a certain amount of 
formality. '' 

Tallant notes he stays in a motel 95 percent of the time, but that he leaves 
the decision to the church, even though a motel is his preference. If he does 
stay in a home, he feels ppvacy is extremely important, and that neither he 
nor his hosts should feel the need to entertain the other. 

For meals Tallant and Drummond believe one meal a day in a home should 
be the maximum, with the others eaten privately at a restaurant. When an 
evangelist is taken to different homes to eat, he feels obliged to eat more' 
than he wants to show his appreciation., Also, three meals a day in different 
homes can take as much as six hours in a day. 

Time is precious to the evangelist both men concur. A good host will give· 
ample study time, Drummond says. He suggests giving the entire morning' 
for study, unless there are morning services or special visitation that can be 
done only at that time. Four or five hours is a minimum of study time the 
~vangelist needs. He should also be given time alone just before the services. 

"He needs half an hour at least to calm down, collect his thoughts and get· 
his mind and heart prepared for the service. If he rushes from the place' 
where he eats right into the revival, that's difficult," Drummond notes. 

Besides adequate study time, Tallant also emphasizes the need for the' 
pastor and evangelist to make visits in the afternoons. He believes the pastor' 
should prepare in advance a list of visits to be made. 

Makillg financial arrangements clear is another way to be a good host. This 
way the evangelist is not always "up in the air," Drummond points out, 
adding that for many evangelists, revival offerings are their means pf 
supporting their families. Such is the case of Tallant, who notes money is 
probably the most "touchy subject" of the revival. He adds he does not take 
it upon himself to ask about money, and so he seldom knows the 
arrangements. 

These suggestions, along with careful preparation, prayer and evangelism 
throughout the year, will help your church have a meaningful and revitalizing 
revival. 
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WOUIDWE 
LIKE HEAVEN? 

It seems like most people expect to get 
to heaven, somehow. At least, when 
they talk about it, they always talk 
about going there. 

Even people who admit that they are 
not prepared talk in terms of getting 
prepared before the time comes. People, 
always want to think that theiI: deceased 
loved ones have gone there, regardless 
of the circumstances. Heaven seems to 
be the anticipated future of everyone 
who talks about it. 

The question arises, "Would we like 
heaven if we were there?" Assuming 
that church people - have not gone 
entirely astray; and assuming that their 
fellowship is, at least, closer to heaven­
ly ways than worldly fellowships, then 
the question arises, ''Why does the 
worldly man want 'to go to heaven?'' 
His choices 'here on earth indicate that 
he would not like the company there or 
the customs of life. 

Fo·r that matter, we occasionally 
observe people within the church fel­
lowship who are so ill-adjusted to the 
spirit of the majority that we wonder 
whether they could find themselves 
happy in heaven. If it is to be assumed 
that the will of the majority in a 
spiritual fellowship is the nearest to the 
right, and the nearest to the type of 
circumstances that will be in heaven, 
then those of us who are constantly out 
of harmony here would be apt to find 
ourselves in the same disharmony 
there. Would we like heaven? 

If belief and faith is the prevailing 
disposition in heaven, then, would one 
who is disposed entirely to unbelief be 
happy in that atmosphere, among all 
the believers? Could he learn to enjoy 
singing the hymns of praise and thanks­
giving which he has not appreciated on 
earth? 

There is a serious possibility that the 
words of the Negro spiritual express 
indeed a final truth; namely, "Every­
body talkin' 'bout heaven ain't a goin' 
there." 

Wonderful Cooperative Program re· 
ceipts in July. $625,463.18 compared 
with $533,101.42 a year ago. We are 
now in the last month of the fiscal 
year. Have we heard from everybody? 

; 

• 

Lessons for August 21, 1977 

International Series 
by H. C. Chiles, Murray, Ky. 

Sampson: Struggle Against Opposition 
Judges 13:1; 16:23-30 

Manoah and his wife were disappointed over being 
deprived the joys and responsibilities of parenthood. They 
were heartbroken over being deprived an heir. God sent a 
messenger to Manoah' s wife and announced his intention 
of giving her a son who would be the human agent ''to 
deliver Israel out of the hands of the Philistines.'' Filled 
with joy, this couple resolved that they would do their best 
to help the son achieve God's purpose in his life. 

From infancy Samson was dedicated to the Lord under 
the Nazarite vows, which cause him to refrain from 
P,artaking of anything that came froni the vine, from 
indulging in the pleasures of the world and from going 
near the dead. 

Samson grew up believing he was dedicated to God, 
there was a specific work for him to do and God would 
enable him to do it. The energies of his body, faculties of 
his mind. and strength of his will were yielded to the Lord. 
Samson taught his contemporaries that the strength they 
needed to overcome their foes came from God alone. 

As long as Samson was obedient to God he was endowed 
with superhuman strength. His life was auspicious at the 
beginning, rich in possibilities, wondrous in God-given 

Life and Work Series 

strength, but profligate in the use of God's gifts. When 
Samson indulged in sin it cost him his strength, his vision 
and his freedom. 

The Philistines were having a great celebration at Gaza 
in honor of their god, Dagon, who they claimed had 
delivered mighty Samson into their hands. To thenr this 
was proof that Dagon was a mightier god than Sampson's 
God. When the people were drunk, they called for Samson 
to be brought forth to exhibit his great strength. Here 
came poor, blind Samson led by a little boy! The spectators 
began to jeer and mock' Samson. 

Samson gave an exhibition of his strength. After a time, 
he indicated he would like to rest and the lad led him ~ 
the arched entrance to the temple. With each hand Samson 
embraced a pillar and stood with his head bowed. But 
Samson was not resting; he was praying. He said, "O 
Lord, God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, 
I pray thee, only this once." 

Suddenly the two pillars which upheld the roof gave way 
and down crashed the building burying the multitude in its 
debris. Thousands of the Philistines lay dead amid the 
ruins. And there among them lay Samson. Samson wrought 
his vengeance upon the jeering Philistines, but he died 
with them. 

The Priority of Family Ties 
Exodus 20:12 

Fundamental to any happy home is the respect and 
reverence of children for their parents. God regarded this 
matter as sufficiently important to include it in the 10 
commandments. The importance of this commandment is 
enhanced by its location in the decalogue. Next to our 
duties to God are our obligations to our parents. 

God said, "Honor thy father , and thy mother." This 
commandment does not tell us to honor our parents only 
while we are young, or only if they are all that they ought 
to be. We are to hold our parents in high esteem, obey 
them and always show true affection for them. 

Mark 7:5-13 
Attempting to embarrass Christ, the Pharisees accused his 
disciples of neglecting to wash their hands before they ate 
bread, an action which was very offensive to them. Christ 
quoted Isaiah 29:13, "This people honoureth me with their 
lips, but their heart is far from me." Those who pretend to 
honor God with their lips but whose lives do not give any 
evidence of obedience and devotion need not expect the 

-approval and blessing of God. Vain and empty worship will 
never be an acceptable substitute for loving obedience to 
God. 

Christ rebuked the Pharisees and scribes for adding their 
traditions to the Word of God, for placing these traditions 
on a level with the Word of God in the realm of authority 

and for exalting them above the Word itself. Charging 
them directly with-rejecting God's commandments in order 
that they might observe their own traditions, Christ 
enunciated the principle that God's Word must be the first, 
last and only authority on matters pertaining to the 
Christian. Nobody has any right to substitute his own ideas 
for the Word of God. 

Christ taught that defilement is not a matter of the· food 
which has been consumed, but of the words which have 
been spoken as an expression of the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. _ • 

Ephesians 6:1-4 
Children bring their parents immeasurable joy, tremendous 
responsibilities and numerous problems. The most success­
ful parents are submissive to God. And the submission of 
children to their parents forms a foundation upon which the 
happiness in the home rests. 

When parents fail to evoke the respect and obedience of 
their children they are encouraging behavior similar to 
their own in the lives of their children. Children who are 
not taught and trained to obey their parents find it difficult 
to obey the laws of the land and of God. 

The failure of parents to instruct their children in the 
ways of the Lord is to do them irreparable injury. Rearing 
children for the Lord is life's great opportunity and 
challenge. 
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Missions & Ministries 

When two South Carolina churches of different faiths, size 
and racial composition joined hands to conduct a vacation · 
Bible school, the enrolment was so high the children had to 

. move outdoors. Ten adults from Ashley River Baptist 
Church in Charleston traveled 50 miles each day to 
Walterboro to lead the Bible school at the black St. James 
Holiness Church. 

Southern Baptist missionary Fred L. Hawkins [I) examines 
water line left on a home by the flooding Parana River in 
Brazil. A Brazilian evangelist and male nurse, Geraldo 
Silva [c), ministered to the island people until he had to be 
hospitalized from exhaustion. The owner of the home is 
shown at right. Southern Baptists sent $110,000 to this 

Southern Baptist Missionary Horac.., W. 
,Fite Jr. [r] talks with one of the boys 
,enroled in · the B. H. Fqreman Baptist 
Asiricultural School . in Ceres. Brazil. 
-.t'rom the school the boys take baek co 
their homes not only an education that 
helps them earn a living, but also a 
witness for Christ. 
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. area for hunger relief and rebuilding. 

John David Hopper [second from right], a Southern Baptist missionary, confers 
with Romanian Baptist leaders during a recent evangelism and education 
conference in Ruschlikon, Switzerland. Hopper, Foreign Mission Board's 
fraternal regresentative to Baptists in Eastern Europe, was the contact person 
with Romania through whom the . board arranged $100,000 in disaster aid. 
Romania was hit by an earthquake in March which killed 16,000 people, injured 
12,000 and left 18,000 homeless. A number of Baptists were among the victims 
and Baptist church and seminary buildings were destroyed. 

• 


