


Jesse C. Fletcher, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tenn., since 
May 1975, has resigned effective Nov. 
1 to become president of Hardin­
S~ons • University, Abilene, Tex. 
P~or to his Knoxville pastorate he was 
director of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board's mission support divi­
sion for six years and on the board 
staff for 15 years. 

Kentuckian Appointed 
Th_e Foreign Mission Board has ap­
pomted 24 missionaries, adopted a 
1978 budget of $63,414,637 and estab­
lished procedures for the new Mission 
~~ce Corps. ,Thurmon E. Bryant, 
InJss10nary to Brazil, was elected sec­
retary for eastern South America. 

Linda Dillworth of Kentucky was 

Timothy A. Hedquist, 35, minister of 
education at First Baptist Church 
Nashville, has been elected director oi 
financial planning and assistant to the 
treasurer of the Southern Baptist Exec­
utive Committee , Nashville, effective 
Nov. I. He succeeds Billy D. Malesovas, 
who will become chief accountant for 
Baylor College of Dentistry, Dallas. 
Hedquist, a native of Oakland, Calif., 
has directed educational and business 
affairs for several churches. 
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Kentucky Baptist men, meeting Oct. 
6-7 at Danville First . Church, elected [I 
to r, below]: Charles Baird Adairvill" e 

"d ' , pres1 ent; Norman Doane Crittenden 
fir~t vice president; G. ' T. Cowan: 
Wmchester, recording secretary. Nel't 
regional directors are: George Patmore 
Marion; William Jones, Beaver Dam; 
John Foe, Bowling Green; Harold 
Hanks, Lawrenceburg; James Coates 
Campbellsville~ Curtis Phipps, George'. 
town; C. A. Easterling, Leatherwood· 
Bailey Sadler, Ashland. ' 

DoubleExp . 

In Lexington a nurse shows her affec­
tion for her work as she tenderly cares 
for this baby, one of the first to be 
born in Central Baptist Hospital 's ex­
PB?ded m~ternity and newborn nursery 
~1t. Dedicated last May, these facil-
1t1es provide family-centered obstetrical 
care. Private labor rooms allow fathers 
to acco1:Ilpany mothers through labor 
and delivery. Rooms are provided for 
sibling visitation of mothers, and in 
another area fathers and mothers of 
.newborn children are served a candle­
light dinner. It 's all a part of Central's 
unique emphasis upon the family and it 
may be a trend-setter. ' 

Vol. 151, No. 41 

~ong the 24 new missionaries. She 
will serve in the Philippines . 

By unanimous standing • vote the 
b_oard ~sked Baker J . Cauthen, execu­
tive director , t o , cont inue serving 
through ~978. Cauthen will be 68 Dec. 
20. He 1s recuperating from a heart 
attack suffered in Huntsville , Ala., 
Sept. 18. 

Cauthen flew to Richmond Oct . 10 
and was admitted to a hospital for tests 
but was expected to be released to his 
home for recuperation after a few days . 

Shown at the Baptist Men Convention 
in Danville are Liberty Association 
director of missions Louis Shepherd 
and son, Sam. Young Shepherd, an 
RA, was page at the 1977 Southern 
Baptist Convention and spoke at the 
Baptist men meeting. 

• 

Wives Meet at Florence 
Kentucky Baptist Ministers ' Wives will 
meet Monday , Nov. 14, at 7 p.m. in 
the young single adult department of 
First Ba~tist Church, Florence. 

Sponsored by the state Woman's 
Missionary Union, the event features 
dessert followed by a conference led by 
Mrs. Charles Miller, Marietta, Ga. She 
is a writer for Royal Service , WMU 
publication, and active in First Baptist 
Church of her city. For six years she 
has been director of the English School, 
an international ministry of her church. 
She is a wife and mother , 

All ladies attending the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention are invited and 
reservations are not required. 

Annuity Board Holds Line 
No premium increases are pl~ned in 
1978 in the Southern Baptist Annuity 
Board's church medical insurance and 
church disability insurance plans. 

The Dallas-based agency's senior 
• medical program will also experience a 
premium decrease in 1978, dropped 
from monthly rates of $15.98 per 
person to $12. 75. 

WMU Sets Staff Changes 
. Woman 's Missionary Union, Birming­
ham, has announced several personnel 
changes. 

Grace Marquez of Birmingham was 
named editorial department director. 
She has served as editor of Spanish 
WMU materials published by the Sou­
thern Baptist Home Mission Board in 
cooperation with WMU. 

Lane Powell, also of Birmingham, is 
new editor of Royal Service. She has 
been a freelance public relations con­
sultant and writer for 10 years. 

Oneta Gentry, who has edited Ac­
cent, the WMU monthly for girls in 
grades 7-12, has transferred to edit 
general administration materials for 
WMU. She will edit Dimension, the 
flagship magazine for WMU leaders 
and church staff. 

Pam Brown will assume the Accent 
editorship. Mrs. Brown, of Jasper, 

. Ala., has been a junior high school 
English teacher for five years . 

Jimmye Winter will become Mission 

Friends/Girls in Action consultant for 
WMU. Mrs. Winter came to WMU 
from Arlington, Tex., where she was 
director of childhood education for First 
Baptist Church. 

Mrs. Helen Fling has assumed the 
position of WMU promotion associate 
in new areas. She was appointed by the 
Home Mission Board but is directed by 
WMU in developing WMU work in 
newer Southern Baptist state conven­
tions . She will also initiate a ministry to 
pastors' wives. 

When more than 400,000 Louisville 
area residents received their new South 
Central Bell telephone directory they 
were greeted by a color cover photo of 
the campus of Southern Seminary. The 
directory includes a tribute to the 
seminary on page 30 in the yellow 
pages. 

Cole Resigns Editorship 
James F. Cole, editor of the Baptist 
Message, Alexandria, La., for 20 years, 
has resigned effective Dec. 1 to become 
executive director of the Baylor Uni­
versity Alumni Association, Waco, T~x. 
He will assume his new position Jan. 1. 

Cole is immediate past president of 
the Baylor Alumni Association and 
former president of the Southern Bap­
tist Press Association. 

The Baptist Message board of 
trustees was scheduled to meet Oct. 17 
to name a committee to seek Cole's 
successor as editor. 

'Mass Exodus' Planned 
At Least Four Times 
Five January Bible Study preview con­
ferences are slated under auspices of 
the Kentucky Baptist Sunday School 
Department, Middletown. 

Youth, children and preschool lead­
ers will attend Nov. 19, 1-4 p .m., at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Elizabeth­
town. Leaders, all from Louisville, 
include Mary Johnson, preschool; Anne 
Smith, children; and Wanda Carpenter, 
youth. 

Four adult previews of the book · of 
"Exodus" are planned, as follows, with 
conference leaders named: 

Nov. 5, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Campbells­
ville College-Victor Eldridge, vice 
principal, Baptist Theological College, 
New South Wales, Australia 

Nov. 11-12, 6 p.m. Friday-12 noon 
Saturday, Jonathan Creek Baptist As­
sembly- ff. C. Chiles, Sunday school 
lesson writer, Western Recorder 

Nov. 19, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Boones 
Creek Assembly-C. R. Daley, editor, 
Western Recorder 

Nov. 21-22, 12:30 p.m. Monday-12 
noon Tuesday, Cedarmore Baptist As­
sembly- Page Kelley, professor of Old 
Testament, Southern Seminary. 

Now, Teen Missionaries! 
High school-age girls can try their hand 
at real missionary work in a new 
program to be launched in November 
by Woman's Missionary Union. 

Called Acteens Activators, the plan 
provides opportunity for Acteens mem­
bers, age 15 or older, to serve in 
mission situations alongside home mis­
sionaries on short-term missions pro­
jects. 

An Activator applicant must Qe avail­
able for at least a week's assignment. 
There must be one adult sponsor for 
every five girls . Girls must be thor­
oughly trained in Bible study, mission 
action and direct evangelism, and in 
skills required for the assigned task.' 
They must also participate in the 
follow-up program required by their 
state. 

Acteens, as groups or individuals, 
will apply for the volunteer project to 
their state WMU office. 
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Daley Observations 

World Hunger Concerns Kentucky Baptists 
In the last three years a new dimension has been added to 
the world mission thrust of Baptists. This thrust is in the 
area of meeting basic physical needs of hunger and home­
less peoples all over the world. While Southern Baptist 
mission outreach has always had concern for physical suf­
fering, most of our efforts and resources until recent years 
have been devoted to meeting spiritual needs. 

In 1974 Southern Baptists through the Foreign Mission 
Board spent less than $300,000 for world relief. In 1976 
more than $1,600,000 was spent for the same purpose, an 
increase of more than 500 % . 

How did this come about? It came about because we 
were made more aware of the criticai needs that exist in 

the world. Baptists always respond to 
needs when they are made aware of 
them and this makes trustworthy com­
munication an imperative for Southern 
Baptists. 

Poverty, starvation, disease and 
suffering from natural calamities have 
always been with us but only modern 
news media have brought them into 
our homes. By way of satellite tele­
vision we now sit in our warm homes 
and watch people in other parts of the 
world live and die without ever having 

even a shack to call home. While looking into the faces of 
starving fellow humans we eat our sumptuous dinners with 
more than enough leftovers .to ·feed the more than 400 
people in the world who die of starvation in the time it 
takes to eat dinner. 

This new awareness and concern for suffering humanity 
did not come about .so much through efforts of denomina­
tional leaders as through lay people whose concern and 
compassion spread like a fire. 1n· fact, Baptist young people 
in gatherings like Baptist student conventions were the 
first to call our attention to this need by covenanting to 
skip one meal a week and to donate the cost to world 
hunger. 

Baptist churches and conventions responded enthu­
siastically. The Foreign Mission Board agreed to be the 
channel for these contributions without even ta.king from 
the funds the cost of getting the money to the needy places 
in the world. Last year the Foreign Mission Board sent 
almost $1,600,000 to 33 countries to help relieve suffering. 

The confidence and the giving of Baotists to this need 
have been enhanced by the participation of the Foreign 
Mission Board and Southern Baptist missionaries. Mission­
aries on the field use or control the use of every dollar 
spent for relief. 

Foreign Mission Board members representing all areas 
of the Southern Baptist Convention appropriate these funds 
after considering specific needs sent in by missionaries on 
the fields. An emergency fund is kept on hand for response 
to catastrophies like the 1975 flood in Bangladesh and the 
1976 earthquake in Guatemala. 

Contributions from Kentucky Baptists to world relief 
through offices in the Baptist Building amounted to almost 
$50,000 during the last year. These gifts could be sent 
directly to the Foreign Mission Board by individuals or 
by churches but they are more easily and accurately 
recorded when sent through the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion offices in Middletown. 

It Never Happened 
In 20 years of editing Western Recorder no false report 
has persisted as long as the one linking Madalyn Murray 
O'Hair with a petition asking curtailment of assignment 
of FM educational channels to religious groups and 
churches. 

Two editorials have appeared in the last two years in an 
effort to put this false report to rest but hardly a week 
passes that at least one call doesn't come from some pastor 
who is being urged to have a petition circulated and sent 
to the Federal Communication Commission. We ate glad to 
help correct this false report but we regret it has persisted 
so strongly after nearly three years. 

In one more effort to help those faced with this report, 
here are the words shared recently by editor Edgar Cooper 
with Florida Baptists: 

"The Federal Communications Commission is still get­
ting heaps of letters asking them to keep atheist Madalyn 
Murray O'Hair from her allegedly 'devious scheme' of 
trying to eliminate religion from America's airwaves. 

"The amazing thing is that O'Hair is not guilty. She 
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never did file a petition with the FCC to prevent religious 
broadcasters from preaching over the radio. Somehow the 
false accusation got started because of a petition filed by 
others in 1974 asking the FCC to curtElil further assign­
ments of FM educational frequencies to religious radio 
stations. It was not intended as an attempt to prohibit 
religious program.ing in America, even though some 
interpreted·it as such. Apparently the opposition in the 
process of fighting the petition ignorantly dragged the 
famed Mrs. O'Hair into the scene. And now even though 
the story of her supposed involvement has been labeled 
false many times, petitions continue to circulate and letters 
keep pouring in. 

"It is surprising but at least five million letters have 
been sent to the FCC, at the rate of 8,000 per day, to 
combat a nonexistent petition! Richard E. Wiley, FCC 
chairman, says 'the costs of postage alone . . . could be 
used to meet other pressing church-related needs.' It was 
estimated three months ago that about $600,000 in postage 
had been spent to send the letters of protest. " 

Guest Editorial 

Sobering Data for Budget Committees 
by Jack Harwell, Editor 

The Christian Index [Georgia] 

We know full well that ;,things are . rough . all over" 
economically. But we still beg Georgi~ Baptist church 
budget committees to make some _fwr and generous 
adjustments in staff salaries and b~nefits as you plan 1978 
budgets. • 

buying power he had in 1967. Hear this: One of the 
nation's experts on church affairs rece~tly wrote that a 
ministers' housing allowance of $4,000 m 1972 should be 
$6 500 in 1971 and $7,500 in 1978. . · 

' Again: The government says it _cost eig~t cents per mile 
to operate an automobile in 1950; m 1976 it cost 20.1 ce~ts 
per mile. A self-employed minister paid $499 for Social 
Security taxes in 1968; in 1978 he may pay as . much as 

Inflation has hit all of us more radically than we often 
realize; church staff personnel are no exception. Look. at 
some official U. S. government figures for t~e past fi~e 
years. Since 1972, average price of a on~:f~ily home m 
America has risen 57 percent; fuel and utilities went up 65 
percent, property taxes jumped 63 percent and mortgage 
payments escalated 74 percent. 

$1,400. . . . h h 
What do these sobering statistics say about your c ~c 

Another startling official statistic: a person (including a 
church staff member) who made $10,000 in 1967 would 
have to make $21,870 in 1978 to simply match the same 

staff and their compensations? Are you truly rewarding 
them as God's servants deserve and inflationary facts 
dictate? Do your fringe benefits for your ch~ch personnel 
meet their true needs? If not, don't be afraid to m~e the 
motion to improve all your church staff remunerations to 
what God's employes deserve. 

Baptist Forum 
SOME SERIOUS QUESTIONS 

Your editorial regarding David Berk­
owitz raises some questions for all of 
us who give counsel to human beings. 

Your editorial implies that the acts of 
murder determine Berkowitz to not be 
a Christian even though having pro­
fessed to be. At first notice that sounds 
to be a fair assumption. I find myself a 
little troubled with that assumption 
being a little premature. 

Psychiatrists are arguing that Berko­
witz is mentally sick. There is a thin 
line where sin ends and sickness 
begins. The line has yet to be deter­
mined in his case. 

Your editorial can raise some un­
permissible conclusions: 

1. A Christian does not commit 
murder? 

2. If Berkowitz ·is a murderer be­
cause he is sick and not a Chris­
tian because he murdered -
then a sick person cannot be a 
Christian? 

3. A church can establish relation­
ships, a questionnaire, or pro­
gram that will prevent a sound 

Christian from ever becoming 
mentally disturbed? 

The concept of churches ta.kin~ mea­
sures to insure ultimate . cpmm1tment 
and weeding out of any insincerity is 
usually straightened with a stat~me~t 
of '. 'Look how dedicated Communism IS 

by following such procedures." 
Well, who wants a church modeled 

after Communism? I like Jesus' way of 
asking men to follow him with the risk 
that a Judas just might come to the 
final • crossroad and decide for faith­
fuln,ass. 

A plan of membership purging by a 
Florida church is often used to support 
legalistic membership pruning. The 
tabernacle plan in pharisaical, legal­
istic, and contrary to the way scripture 
presents the church. 

A lot of brow beating is dealt to 
Baptist churches being ''too easy'' · to 
join. , We sure need to take ev~ry 
precaution to strengthen the fellowship. 
I don't have a proven plan. I don't 
know of anyone who does. I know 
this - being paranoid about the price of 
an uncommitted member is not the 
answer. 

There is great danger in a view that 

''there is a relatively fool-proof pro­
cedure" by which we can eliminate the 
embarrassment of a church member 
who becomes mentally ill and makes 
national headlines as a killer. I think 
such editorials as yours are based on 
embarrassment to exp!ain hQw David 
Berkowitz can be "one of ours?" 

Well I worry about the loss of what 
has m~de the work of Baptists to be 
the powerful movement for Christ that 
it is. We have been powerful becau~e 
we have never fully adopted the world s 
way of judging people. We have not 
fully given into the cries of people for 
us to purge our members.hip and 
perform with rules of legalism. We 
have been powerful because we have, 
to some degree, viewed people and 
operated institutions with God's view of 
ta.king risks in faith . We mus~ alw~ys 
be willing to major on standing with 
people who commit themselves to Jesus 
regardless of our skepticism. 

The strength and effectiveness of the 
church has not and will not depend on 
trust and risks looking to God for the 
outcome. 

Ralph W. Hodge, 
Louisville 
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These Served Scotti h Church, 135 

When a seminary couple recently went 
to Peterhead, Scotland to work at the 
town's Baptist church, they learned the 
church_ was the "youngest" in the 
area-Just 135 years old. 

I! didn't take Bryant and A~ne 
Wnght long to discover things moved 
at a slower pace in Peterhead, where 
they were assigned as summer mission­
aries appointed by Southern Seminary. 

Bryant, a theology student from 
Atlanta,_ Ga. , and his wife, Anne, from 
Columbia, S. C., have many memories · 
of the weeks they spent in that 
northe~ fishing town this summer. 
(Bryant s home church is Second-Ponce 
de ~on Baptist Church, Atlanta, and 
Anne s is North Trenholm Baptist 
Church, Columbia). • 

The couple learned of the seriousness 
with which the Scottish people take 
their commitment to Christ and their 
affiliation with a Baptist church in a 

.country where about 85 percent of the 
citizens belong to the Church of Scot-

land. 
''The average member is more com­

mitted and knows more about his faith 
than the average Southern Baptist. In 
Scotland you can't just walk down the 
aisle to join the church. You meet with 
the pastor and then with a couple of 
the deacons, and the church talks it 
over and votes. It takes about two or 
three months," he says. 

Bryant notes the Scottish Baptists 
~arely baptize converts or accept them 
into the church until they're at least 16 
or 1 7 because they do not believe a 
person should be considered a church 
me~~er until he or she can actively 
participate and contribute to the life of 
the church. 

Because becoming a Baptist takes so 
much time and commitment Bryant 
notes church attendance is incredibly 
high by U. S. standards. • 

Although the spirit of the members 
warmed the couple, the weather did 
not. 

"We lived in a 13 by 6-foot trailer. It 
didn't have any heat, a bathroom or 
lights. I was so cold I slept with a 
toboggan on, and we could see our 
breath at night.'' 
, But . at . t?e same time they were 
• roughmg it they found the experience 
to be a source of added enthusiasm for 
Christian ministry. 

"We learned to depend on prayer· in 
a stronger way while we were in Scot­
land," Bryant says. 

Seminary Features by Nancy McGough 

Some people say ministers receive 
extra blessings. 

Jack and Frankie Elliott have found 
the saying to be a true one - at least 
they think so. When Frankie went to 
the hospital to have the couple's first 
child in late August, she had two 
instead of one. 

6 OCTOBER 19, 1977 
WESTERN RECORDER 

Jack is a second-year religious edu­
cation student at Southern Seminary 
and ~s also interim pastor at Gasburg • 
Baptist Church, Mooresville, Ind. He is 
with his family Friday night through 
Tuesday morning, and then he comes 
to the seminary for four days of classes. 

The couple learned they were going 
to have twins just a month before they 
were born. It was a shock at first. 

''I was all excited about it and on the 
way home after having the tests I told 
Frankie, 'It's great. It's a blessing. ' I 
thought I had her calmed down and 
then a mile down the road she 'said 
'Not one, but two!' But I realized I wa~ 
going to be at school most of the time 
and almost all of the burden was goin~ 
to be on her," Jack recalls. 

The shock has worn off now, they 
say, and they are enjoying having two 
h~althy daughters. They are staying 
with Jack's parents in Indianapolis, . 
Ind. Frankie is from Flint, Mich. 

. The girls, Erin Lee and Megan 
Lmdsay, need more of everything, 
Frankie notes. 

"I bought five dozen (60) diapers 
and that lasts about two or three days. 
I also bought_ 20 bottles, which last a 
day and a night,'' she adds . But with 
two babies around, there's no need to 
argue over ''who gets to hold the ' 
baby," she laughs. 

The Elliott's church has been over­
joyed with the new additions. The 
Sunday after they were born the church 
gave them a love offering, and has 
showered them with gifts and attention. 

"It's like having a hundred grand­
parents,'' Jack says. 

''Life has definitely changed. Our 
priorities have changed-we don't go 
out and eat or go to a movie now that 
we have two babies," but, Jack adds 
"We wouldn't trade them for anything'. 
Each one has her own special person­
ality.' ' 

. . . While The e Were 'Twic Bl d' ,, 

FAMILY p I IO 
During Cooperative Program Month in October 

Families praying together greatly strengthen a ministering church and its support of missions through the 
Cooperative Program. 

Use this guide as a family prayer reminder. Read aloud the prayer suggestions for each day of the week at 
mealtime or whenever your family is together that day. Ask family members to mention other matters of prayer. 
Pray together for the people and ministries suggested below and by your family members. 

Support of Chris.t1an ministries begins with the individual 
and the family . Discuss the ministries your church is al­
ready involved in. Name other areas in which you could be 
of service . Decide how your family can best minister where 
you are . Remember the importance of the financial sup­
port which you can provide. Pray-that each family 
member will better understand the need for his individual 
support and will commit himself anew to the task of sharing 
Jesus Christ with the world both personally and financially. 

Jesus established the church to be his ministering agent 
here on earth . Church staff members and elected church 
leaders bear a heavy responsibility as they seek to under­
stand · God's will in leading the church to perform minis­
tries. Your church budget reflects the church's commit­
ment to these ministries. Pray-for your church staff 
members by name; for the elected leaders in your church; 
for the church members to be faithful in support of church 
ministries. 

Mission activities beyond the local church begin with the 
association This fellowship of churches strengthens the 
ministries of all and enables each to share proportionately 
in personal and financial support. Pray-for your associa­
tional director of missions and other staff members by 
name ; for the elected associational leadership; for your 
church to invision the bold mission thrust that would be 
possible through an increase in personal and financial 
support. • 

Your state convention is one of thirty-three state Baptist 
conventions . Its ministries are supported through the 
Cooperative Program. As your church gives a percentage 
of its budget through the Cooperative Program. you are 
having a daily part in all of the ministries within your state 
convention. Think about it! Every day you share in training 
leaders in Sunday School work, Church Training minis­
tries. evangelism, missions. and countless other mission 
areas. Pray-for your state execu1;~e secretary and the 
other leaders in your state Baptist convention office; for the 
ministries being performed; for those within your state who 
are being ministered to through your Cooperative Program 
support and prayer support. 

BOLD 
rnrnUJDrnwrnrn~ 
II GIVIIO 

Ministering to students is another area of work sup­
ported through the Cooperative .Program in your state 
convention . This is true both on the campuses of our 
Baptist colleges and through Baptist Student Unions on 
other campuses. The lives of countless young people may 
be guided into areas of Christian service during these 
for-mative years through this ministry. Pray-for these and 
other ministries supported through your Cooperative Pro­
gram gifts to your state convention; for the churches in 
your state to increase financial support. 

Our thirty-three state conventions join together to form 
the Southern Baptist Convention. Again this enables us to 
reach out together as we could not possibly do alone. The 
ministries of our Home Mission Board are supported 
through your Cooperative Program gifts. One of our ap­
proximately 2,300 home missionaries is Curtis Ballard who 
lives in Eagle Butte, South Dakota, and works among the 
Indians. Pray-for the leadership of our Home Mission 
Board; for the Ballard family and our other home mis­
sionaries. 

Bert and Violet Cockburn are two of our missionaries in 
Madrid, Spain. The Cockburns represent 2,500 mis­
sionaries appointed overseas by our Foreign Mission 
Board. We support their ministries as we vote each year to 
increase the percentage of our church budget for Coopera­
tive Program causes. Pray-for Bert and Violet Cockburn 
and our other foreign missionaries; for those to whom we 
are ministering; for the leadership of our Foreign Mission 
Board. 

Today is Church Commitment Day for increased 
Cooperative Program support through the Southern Bap­
tist Convention. Churc_hes will be making a specific com• 
m'itment to the financial support of missions around the 
worl_d through the church budget. Missions, Christian edu­
cation, leadership training, evangelism. and countless 
other ministries in your own church, association, state 
convention, and throughout the world depend upon your 
prayers and financial support. Pray-that your church will 
catch a vision of bold thrust in mission support; for your 
church to increase its giving through the Cooperative Pro­
gram. 

Through a 
Ministering 
Church 



I Was an Unhappy Christian 
I have been a Christian for many years 
but not a witnessing Christian. I should 
have been because personal witnessing 
had a great deal to do with my 
accepting Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

A Personal Testimony 

I lived what I considered to be a 
dedicated Christian life for 30 years. I 
attended church regularly and never 
refused to accept any position the 
church asked me to take. I went out of 
my way to help those less fortunate 
than I and tried to train my children in 
the way they should go. In spite of 
these efforts I was still not as happy as 

had he commanded his apostles to do? 
To witness for him throughout the 
world, had he not? 

No longer was there any doubt in my 
mind. Jesus expects every Christi~ to 
witness personally. When I realized 
this truth and heard that still, small 
voice asking, "Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?' ' I promised I 
would answer '' Here am I; send me'' 
(Isa. 6:8). God took my commitment 
literally. Since that time I have wit­
nessed in five church fields other than 
my own. 

Reaping Joys Untold . 

I felt an obedient Christian should be I have seen the Holy Spirit convict 
and I wondered why. • men and women, boys and girls of 

[and wondered WHY] 

Until . • • 

Uod revealed the answer to me in 
April 1972 when a group of laymen 
from Lewis Lane Baptist Church, 
Owensboro, came to hold a weekend 
revival in our c_hurch. On Saturday 
afternoon I visited with one of these 
men on our church field. During that 
time I realized I had been failing to 
obey one of Jesus' most urgent com­
mandments, the one found in Acts 1:8, 
' '. . . and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me; both in Jerusalem, and in .all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermQst part of the earth.'' 

Only the apostles were present when 
Jesus gave this commandment; conse­
quently, I assumed he expected only 
ordained people to witness personally. 
Then I remembered the commandment 
as recorded in Matt. 28:19, "Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, bap­
tizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." 

Again only the apostles were present, 
but I remembered what Jesus told 
them to teach the nations. ''Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you . . .. " And what 
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their sins. As a result, they invited 
Jesus to come into their hearts and 
forgive their sins. This he did. He also 
gave them the power to become the 
children of God. 

I have been in churches where the 
presence of the Holy Spirit was so 
evident the entire congregation was 
revived. Many indifferent Christians 
presented their bodies as living sacri­
fices which they had come to under­
stand was their reasonable service. 

These spiritual experiences have 
been such blessings that I want every 
person to become the recipient of such 
joy! 

Many people who claim to be Chris­
tians say, "I can't witness personally. I 
don't know what to say." 

If a wealthy person left you a million 
dollars, would you have any trouble 
telling people about it? 

We Christians should be more eager . 
to tell others of Jesus' gifts. He has 
given us so much more than is possible 
for even the wealthiest person to give. 

Life Eternal and Abundant 

Jesus Christ has given all Christians 
eternal life. In John 6:47 he says, 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life. " 

Notice Jesus said ''hath everlasting 
life." The minute you accept him as 
savior eternal life begins. 

Not only does Jesus promise eternal 

life, but also he promises obedient 
Christians abundant life. Paul said 
"But my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:19). 

Jesus, while teaching his apostles, 
had this advice and promise for them, 
''Therefore take no thought, saying, 
what shall we eat or what shall we 
drink or wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? 

'' (For after all these things do the 
Gentiles seek) for your heavenly father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things. 

"But seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you" 
(Matt. 6:31-33). 

Jesus Christ assures obedient Chris­
tians that they will be given what 
people want most: an abundant life on 
this earth and an eternity in heaven. 

Aren't you eager to tell others of the 
Giver? 

by Moseley Cambron 

• Deaths 
Bailey Receives 18th Pin This ~ be Williams' first work · with 

the Foreign Mission Board. 
Mrs. McDowell Passes 
Mrs. E. A. McDowell died in Washing­
ton Grove, Md. She was the widow of 
E. A. McDowell, former New Testa­
ment professor at Southern and South­
eastern seminaries. McDowell died in 
1975 in Atlanta where he was associ­
ated with Mercer University and had 
served as minister of teaching at First 
Baptist Church. 

Joseph C. Bailey 
recently received 
his 18th pin for 
perfect Sunday 
school attendance 
at Park City Bap­
tist Church. Bailey, 
a freshman at 
Campbellsville Col­
lege, made his first 
visit to Sunday 
school when he was 
six days old. 

Ralph Ave. Youth Killed 

Bailey 

Williams · Off to Ghana 
William B. Williams, minister of music 
at Immanuel Baptist Church, Lexing­
ton, will serve on a two-man team in 
Ghana for nine days in February, 1978. 

Mrs. Jane Miller likes to attend Sunday 
school at Berea Baptist Church. In this 
photo Mrs. Miller is being presented a 
pin by Sunday school superintendent 
Bob McMahan. The pin marks Mrs. 
Miller's 32nd year of perfect atten­
dance. 

Douglas Edward Flynn, 15, was fatally 
wounded Oct. 6 as he stood in front of 
Louisville's Ralph Avenue Baptist 
Church. Flynn, active in several church 
youth ministries, was preparing to go 
on a church visitation project. He died 
when someone in a passing car fired 
two shots into a group of people who 
had just come from the church. A 
1Uspect has been apprehended. 

, CHRISTIANITY AND BUSINESS - COMPATIBLE? 

Cecil B. Day, Sr., Founder 
and Chairman of the Board 
of Days Inns of America. 
Inc .. cordially invites you to 
attend a two and one half 
day Spiritual Growth Con­
ference in Atlanta. Octo­
ber 27-29. 

The purpose of the Conference is to provide 
spiritual enrichment seminars to the lay Christian 
business persons and their families at a budget cost. 

The Conference program includes outstanding 
speakers and seminar leaders such as: Dr. John 
Haggai. Founder and President of Haggai Institute 
with training sessions for Third World leaders in 
Singapore and author of "How To Win Over 
Worry:" Bobby Richardson, former second base- . 
man for the New York Yankees: Sketch Erickson: 
Dr. Phil Stover: Fred Roach, and other outstand­
ing business people. 

Topics wrich will be covered in the Conference 
program are: Who's Tampering With the Soul of 
the Teenager'' Husband / Wife Relationships. Wit­
ness ing in Business and Christian Ethics in the 
Market Place. Excellent musdal entertainment 
will also be featured. 

Don't iniss this great conference. Come share in 
the solutions to the problems encountered in the 
business world. 

for answers attend the ... 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH CONFERENCE 

$ 55 
$ 99 per person 
double occupancy 

$ I I I per person 
single occupancy 

October, 27, 28 and 29 
Atlanta, Georgia 

includes all seminar sessions plus two banquets 

includes six meals, three nights lodging, all seminar 
sessions. two banquets, plus local transportation 
to and from sessions du~ing conference. 
All sessions will be held at the Royal Coach Inn.' 

(Transportation wand.from Atlanta not included.) 

Please mail your reservation form, along with your check to: 
Mr. Edward Wh ite, Jr., Coordinator, Spiritual Growth Conference 
Days Inns of America, 2751 Buford Highway, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30324 

Please make _ ___ _ reservations for the Spiritual Growth Conference. 

Enclosed please find my payment in the amqunt of $ ____ _ 
( ) Seminar only ( ) Total package 

Please fil l in the following information (Print legibly): 

Name 

Street 
City ______ _ ____ State ------- Zip ---

Home Phone ___ ____ Business Phone: 

Room Information: Check One ) Per Person, Single ( ) Double 

Cancellation requests m·ust be received 20 days prior to the opening of the 
confere_nce. After this time a 15% cancellation fee will be charged. 
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Our Baptist Heri 
.Does Anybody Here Know John Taylor? 

by Terry Lester 

Sitting peacefully atop a hill overlook­
ing the meandering waters of Elkhorn 
Creek is the tombstone of John Taylor. 
Located on the A. W. Macklin farm 
near Frankfort the weather-beaten gray 
stone marker inscribed "RJ:!v. John 
Taylor" stands quietly sheltered by the 
saplings and shrubs that have almost 
reduced his resting place to total 
obscurity. 

Yet, John Taylor lives on. 
Born in Virginia, Taylor came to 

Kentucky as a pioneer preacher in 
1779. He found the settlers busy 
building and fighting Indians, too busy 
to listen to his preaching, so he 
returned to Virginia to serve as pastor 

1-------· ►'Iii' '!Iii ' - -· -·· ;;·· •·· liia'II' --· ~--· "''-""•""'-"'•"':.."'-'-""·'-~"'•"''- •• 
,. '. - ------- Ala- •• v.41 ----·..--.. ---

,. , Your friends and Relatives Can . 
.J. Open This C#,r/1fma1 ·Gift . . • . 

J 
j 
I 

10 

Western Recorder 
... 50 Times Each Year 

AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 
• Subscription $3.68 includes . ••les tu 
e A gift card will be sent wi•th each Christm., subacriptlon 

Send WESTERN RECORDER to: 

Name 

Street or Box ----------=------ Cod•-- --
City ____________ ____ Stet, ___ _ 

Name 

Street .or Box _____________ Cocl----

City ________________ Stat----

This gift 1ub1crlption order is from: 

Name -------------~---~-""--~---
Street ---------~-~-~- -­

City ----------- ~-~---

Please indicate if you would like to be n~tified at 11piralion. 

Cocle,_ ~--­

Stat•-----

Please do D 'WESTERN · RECORDER 
do not O • .BOX 43401 

notify me at expirat ion MIDDLETOWN, KY. 40243 
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of a church until 1783. But the call of 
the wilderness was still beckoning 
Taylor to Kentucky and, in 1783, he 
packed up his bags and his new-found 
wife and made the 600-mile journey to 
Kentucky by boat. 
• On arriving in Beargrass, Ky. Taylor 
quickly became active in organizing 
Baptist churches throughout the area. 
The life. of a pioneer preacher was 
often harsh. Taylor cleared his own 
land, worked his farm and preached 
whenever 'and wherever he could­
usually without pay. 

In 1784, Taylor continued to leave his 
imprint upon history when he preached 
the . first revival in Kentucky at Clear 

• A Few Fowl[ er] Lines . 
by Nancy McGough 

Most people know better than to call 
the First Baptist Church, Metropolis, 
Ill. , and ask for "Brother Fowler, " 
because the question would • come, 
''Which one?'' 
• Bill G. Fowler and Roy A. Fowler are 

both serving the church. Roy was 
called as pastor s_ix months ago from 
First Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, Ky., 
and Bill was called as minister of music 
six weeks ago from Ashland A venue 
Baptist Church, Covington, Ky. 

The. two aren't related, although they 
both went .to Southern Seminary at the 
same time (Bill graduated in 1958 and 
Roy graduated in 1959). They didn't 
know one another, however, until about 
12 years ago when Roy and his wife 
returned to her home church in Padu­
cah, Ky., where Bill was then serving 
as minister of music. 

They say the mix-ups in Metropolis 
thus far have been minimal. 

Roy notes their names aren't a 
problem for the congregation, which 
avoids confusion by calling them 
"Brother Bill" and "Brother Roy. " 

But such a minor thing as serving 
with another minister having the same 
last name would scarcely befuddle Roy 
at any rate-he has a twin brother, Ray 
. . . who also graduated from Southern 
Seminary in 1959. 

Creek where he also .served as pastor. 
Taylor moved again in 1816, this 

time coming to Frankfort as the interim 
pastor of First Baptist Church. Con­
cluding that he wasn't ·"cut out to be a 
city preacher,'' he moved to the Forks 
of Elkhorn, near Frankfort, in 1817. In 
1818 he helped organize Buck Run 
Church. He wouldn't a_ccept the office 
of pastor but agreed to preach for the 
church once a month. While refusing 
the title he still performed all the 
duties of pastor. In fact, he continued · 
to preach once a month at Buck Run 
for 10 years, 

Taylor proved to be a man of strong 
conviction and his life was often 
clouded by controversy. One of the 
strangest of these was Taylor's stong 
opposition to home and foreign mis­
sions . While a pioneer missionary him­
self he wrote his Thoughts on Missions 
in opposition to the mission movement. 
Much speculation is given as to why 
Taylor so strongly opposed missions; 
nevertheless, he was one of the leading 
advocates of the "No Effort" contro­
versy which rocked the whole conven­
tion. 

At the ripe old age of 78 Taylor 
joined in a full-fledged fight against 
Alexander Campbell and the Camp­
bellites. He even wrote a book, Camp­
bellism E:1:posed. While at Buck Run he 
also published a History of Ten Baptist 
Churches (1827.) 

In 1835 Taylor was laid to rest, his 
preaching done, his work ended. Later 
he was joined by his wife, his son, his 
daughter, and other family members, 
one by one • taking their places in the 
little family cemetery. 

More than 140 years have passed 
since Taylor's body was laid to rest. 
Rabbits and squirrels and a few curious 
people are the only visitors to the little 
cemetery shrouded in lush, green 
undergrowth. Perhaps, someday, it will 
cease to be remembered altogether . 

But come Sunday morning, when the 
old church bell is rung at Buck Run 
Church, and the echo of its sound can 
be heard atop a nearby hill overlooking 
the meandering Elkhorn Creek, John 
Taylor lives. 

Terry Lester is assistant pastor at 
Buck Run Baptist Church, Frank­
fort. 

Schismatics and Heretics 
by Duke K. McCall 

President, Southern Baptist Seminary 

For the first time since the Frank Norris era Southern Baptists are 
confronted with wolves in s_heep's clothing. . 

When I became a Baptist pastor, Frank Norris, the mortal enemy of 
George Truett, would send one check to a Cooperative Program as:en~y.J!1st 
large enough to qualify him as a messenger to the next South~. Ba.mist 
Convention. 

He claimed to be a fundamentalist fighting Southern Baptist heretics. 
Actually, he was a schismatic trying to divide the Southern Baptist 
Convention. He had his own Baptist organization and provided his own 
Sunday school literature, etc. 

On each Sunday morning Frank Norris sent an ugly telegram to George 
Truett hoping, thereby, to evoke bitterness in the heart of the great 
preacher as he approached the proclamation of the love of God. Southern 
Baptists never figured out what to do with Frank Norris, but they did get 
him identified as the enemy of the missionary, evangelistic purposes of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

After that, they let him make his speeches as a convention messenger but 
ignored him when it came time to vote. 

The Southern Baptist Convention has a new Frank Norris movement 
going. It will • be dangerous until the rank and file of Southern Baptists 
identify its spokesmen. Until they are identified and labeled as schismatic 
"independents" they will make disruptive motions on the floor of the 
convention; they will attack individual Southern Baptist leaders privately and 
publicly; they will claim to be the Bible-believing fundamentalists. 

The Frank Norris publication was called, at one time, "The Searchlight." 
On the masthead of the paper was a picture of Frank Norris holding a 
spotlight on the devil. Schismatics always claim to be exposing the devil in 
our midst. However, a wise Southern Baptist interpreted that masthead as: 
Frank -Norris holding a light for the devil to work by. 

We Southern Baptists have plenty of problems. Some of them are . 
organizational; some of them revolve around personalities which are either 
sick or sinful; some of them are theological and need calm debate under 
biblical authority. 

Alas, these schismatics among us will not aid in solving any problems but 
will hold a light for the devil to work by. 

The object of the devil's work is to divide Southern Baptists just as they 
propose to launch a Bold Mission to proclaim the gospel throughout the 
whole world. 

It is hard to keep heretics in the Southern Baptist Convention. Our 
programs and organizations are so Bible-centered and evangelical that 
heretics tend to leave Southern Baptist churches. 

But it is hard to get rid of a schismatic. He gets rich on Southern Baptist 
money contributed to his private causes. He finds a happy hunting ground 
in Southern Baptists who trust the Bible but have not studied it. He finds 
the genuine independence of every Baptist church and of every Baptist a 
cloak for his political maneuverings. 

And he finds that Southern Baptist organizational structures, which invite 
everybody to cooperate in Christian proclamation and ministry, have no 
clinker removal system. The wheat and the tares grow together within the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and only God's judgment will separate them. 

But you should try to know the difference lest you follow one of them to . 
help the devil. 
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Malket Place 
George Herman 

KENDALL 
REAL ESTATE 

BROKER 
1709 Wyatt 
Pkwy-Le][. 

606-252-6046 

Phone 704/322-8380 
Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

Hickory, North Carolina 28601 

Glen Dale Children's Home, 
located west of Elizabethtown, is 
orie of two Baptist homes for 
children in Kentucky. Since it 
opened in 1915, the Kentucky 
Baptist home has provided a place 
to stay for 2300 children. That's 
a lot of caring. 

It's called caring because Glen 
· Dale provides more than just a 
place to stay. This is often the 
first time a child knows of caring; 
the first time he hears of 
the love of Christ. 

The Thanksgiving Offering for 
Child Care provides Kentucky 
Baptists with a chance to care, not 
in an abstract way, but in the day­
to-day needs of children. Take 
the opportunity to care on Child 
Care Sunday, November 20. 
Because you care, Christ can be 
there. 

>-BAPTIST 
~ L~ o 
::J ' ----

PLAN NOW!!! fo r .. ~ 
Church Construction , 
CHRISTIAN BUILDERS INC. 
PO Bo, 571 Brentwood rN J7027 W ri te for 
CONSTRL,CT ION MAN-\CtMl NI 
FINANCIAL CONSULTATION FREf: 
SPE< IALIZtD ARCHITf CT URAL Brochure 

PLANN ING Phone (61S J J7J 1084 

()~--:-, I 
I- .·. =../r z 0 
UJ S; 1(£.NTUCKY BAPTIST . 

~\I~~~ CHILD CARE PROGRAM 
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SERVING AU RELIGIONS 
Pri.,. lo Nlidy everr prdereace· and need 

1110 L ----PEARSON FUNUAL SERVICE 
i.-lnWa.&•ladiJ 

._._,.:K......_,-,.__..Dllf' ............. ....... 
-.....: ,..._. W..W ...... N ~ 

HOLY LAND TOUR 

WITH DR. WAYNE DEHONEY 

Departure • January 3, 1978 

Contact Dr. Leon Larimore 
1726 So. Third St. 

Louisville, KY 40208 
(502) 634-367;3/ 637-9014 

YOU ,CAN ''GO'' I 

~ 

through the 
COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 

Buyers Guide 
ALUMINUM SIDING, exterior decorating, quality 

work. Call Colville Aluminum Co., (502) 368-
UOO. 

CAR COASTER new, attractive , long lasting, soft 
drink holder. Lets you enjoy soft drinks in your 
car without fear of spills under normal driving 
conditions . Also great for BOATS, BICYCLES, 
GOLF CARTS . Send .25 cents and stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to : TMCO, Box 4221, 
Lexington, Ky. 40504 . Satisfaction guaranteed 
or your money back. 

SOCIAL WORKER with MSSW to coordinate and 
direct social- services for a cluster of four 
cottages, 40 children and their families in a 
children's home. HOUSEPARENTS-Live in 
with children aged from 6-18. Full time. Ex­
perience and college training desired. Contact: 
Harold Holderman, Director, Glen Dale Baptist 
Children's Home, Glendale, KY 42740. Phone 
502-854-2341. 

VISIT 

S 0 
A C 
T T 
U 0 
R B 
D E 
A R 
Y 29 

{jeoigetowJi College 
• For High School 

Juniors & Seniors 

• Complimentary Lunch 

• Campus Tours 

• Financial Aid Session 

• College/Career Sessions 

• Student Activities Fair· 

• Student Art Exhibit 

• Afternoon Program 
featuring A Cappella 

• Choir and Women's 
Pop Chorus 

SEND TO: 

FINE ARTS GRANTS 

In add ition to our scheduled activities , the 

Fine Arts Divis ion will be auditioning 

seniors for departmental grants in Music, 

Art, and Communication Arts during the 
morning hours. 

' 
SCIENCE GRANTS 

The Science Division will administer tests 

from 10:30to 11:30 in the morning to high 

school seniors interested in competing for 

a science grant at Georgetown College. 
You wi l l be able to tc.1.ke only one test and 

must select from the following areas: 

Biology Mathematics 

Chemistry Physics 

DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
GEORGETOWN COLLEGE 
GEORGETOWN, KENTUCKY 40324 

I am planning to attend VIP Day on October 29. 
I will arrive on campus by ___ _ __ A.M. 
My career interest is ----- --- - - --------
Name 

Street Address - - - ------ ---------
City / St ate --- - ------ ----------
! am a Junior _ _ Senior at ------------ - -

Srs • I will tak~ the science exam in 

Only Please schedule an audition in 
- - - - -------

- ----------
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by Bonita Sparrow 

No TV Dinners for Paul! 
If you've looked at the phenomenal growth of the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission and its variety of programs and wondered, "What's Paul 
Stevens going to cook up next?" we have an answer. . 

He'll be cooking up a roast on the rocks, a squash cas~erole or putting 
together a gourmet salad supreme so good you'll think you've died and gone to 
heaven. 

As longtime president of the Radio and Television Commission, Stevens' 
abilities to sell Baptist programing in a secular industry are approached only by 
his prowess in the kitchen. 

And his culinary skills will be recognized nationwide in November when he 
will be featured in the cooking section of "Southern Living" magazine. 

"Southern Living" is available only by subscription. It goes· regularly into the 
homes of 1.4 million subscribers. Its largest circulation is in Texas with Florida 
having the second largest group of readers. 

And every one of those readers will not only learn about cooking Stevens 
style, they'll learn about the work of a religious denomination utiliz4lg the 
airwaves of the world for the gospel. 

The magazine's food writer, Marilyn Wyrick, and photographer were in Ft. 
Worth recently to photograph the Stevens family and collect Stevens' recipes. 

They stayed for lunch. Stevens cooked, and you couldn't have paid them to 
leave. 

The very next day Jo Ann Vacbule, the food editor of the local Ft. Worth 
Star-Telegram, interviewed Stevens. 

She _had already eaten lunch. She ate again. And, in print, another cooking 
expert praised his food. 

"Everyone south of the Mason-Dixon Line fries okra coated with com meal 
but probably no one fries it quite as good as Dr. Stevens," Mrs. Vachule said. 
She called his salad 'supreme' and ran the recipes in the newspaper. 

The recipe for roast on the rocks is one that Stevens prepared and served to 
Julian Goodman when the then president of the National Broadcasting Company 
visited the Stevens home. Goodman is now chairman of NBC's board of 
directors. 

ROAST ON THE ROCKS 
6 cups flour 4-6 pounds Pikes Peak roast 
6 cunsJce cre1wu.alt . _ garlic, fresh pepper, NO SALT 

Rub meat with garlic and pepper. Mix flour and salt together. Add just enough water to 
make into a heavy ball of dough. Push roast base down into the dough and work dough up 
around the rest of the roast, a_p_proximately one-half inch thick, all over the meat. 

Seal top with water or milk . ·u dough tends to slide down, anchor with toothpicks. Cook 
at 325 degrees for 3 hours for medium rare. Remove from oven and leave in its case until 
ready to slice. Crack the crust, pull aside and discard. The roast will not have shrunk as 
much as a quarter of an inch. 

GOURMET SALAD SUPREME 

1 head romaine, broken into pieces 
I can mandarin oranges, drained 
Onion rings, soaked in cold water 
1/2 pint mayonnaise 
1/2 pint sour cream or yogurt 
14 ounces crumbled blue cheese 

1/ 2 clove garlic, minced 
1 teaspoon minced onion _ 
1/2 teaspoon tarragon vinegar 
Salt and pepper 
3 1/2-ounce packages black walnuts, 

toasted in butter 

Combine romaine, mandarin oranges and onion rings. Combine remaining ingredients 
except nuts . Pour dressing over salad and toss lightly. Top with walnuts. ,,. OCTOBER 19, 1977 
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THE CONCLUSIONS OF UNFAITH 

The trend of • our times seems away 
from faith, with a growing percentage 
of people who refute the conclusions of 
faith and a still greater percentage who 
are not sufficiently interested even to 
inform themselves concerning faith's 
conclusions. A great many signs indi­
cate the growth of unfaith. 

People of unfaith, denouncing the 
conclusions of faith, generally fail to 
realize that unfaith has its conclusions 
also. They insist that they have no 
conclusions and this is true in a sense. 
That is, they do not assume the 
obligation of reaching any conclusions. 
They simply negate the items of faith, 
leaving a void, replacing that which is 
refuted with nothing. 

Yet, just as nature abhors a vacuum 
in the physical world and will fill it 
with something, so this v.oid that the 
house of unfaith leaves fills up with 
conclusions that are obvious, that can­
not be escaped, that go with the 
posture of unfaith. There are inevitable 
conclusions that knock at the door and 
call home the mind of him who 
denounces the conclusions of faith. 

For example, the only alternative I 
can imagine to a created universe is a 
spontaneous one, made up of unmade 
matter that has occurred by coincidence 
and that evolves unguided, unpurpose­
ful, toward no destiny or goal. Such 
would be an interminable squirrel-cage 
world, coming into being by happen­
stance and having no reason to be. The 
same conclusion would have to be ap­
plied to everything and everybody in 
existence. 

Think on other conclusions with 
which we are left, when we choose 
unfaith. Do they make any sense to you? 

"Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen" (Heb. 11:1 RSV). 

Oh.U}U}e. 
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Lessons for October 30, 1977 

International Series 
by H. C. Chiles, Murray, Ky. 

Giving Your Best 

God''s will for men and the ways he deals with them are 
revealeq in the scriptures. We learn that forgiveness of sin 
and salvation are available to all who repent of their sins 
and receive Christ as savior. 

Luke 12:41-48 
The faithful servant referred to believers in Israel who 
were faithful in ministering the Word of God to those who 
needed its message. The unfaithful referred to those 
absorbed in worldly affairs and unconcerned about the 
Word of God. The possibilities of stewardship were both 
fidelity and failure, the faithful and the unfaithful. In the 
east a steward had charge of all transactions pertaining to 
his master's estate. Each individual was responsible to God 
for the things he had put into his care. He was not only a 
steward of the possessions accumulated from his talents, 
but of things connected with the kingdom of God. Attached 
to every entrustment is responsibility. To whom much is 
entrusted, much is required. The servant who lives in 
reckless abandonment instead of being faithful in handling 
the affairs entrusted to him will be punished for his lack of 
faithfulness and trustworthiness. 

Nothing is more certain that the return of our Lord. 
However, the time is uncertain. The servants of Christ are 
enjoined to be watchful lest they be taken unaware. Those 

Life and Work Series 

instructed in the Word of God are to work for him with 
perseverance·. None are justified in being slack in service 
because his return has been delayed. The Lord stressed the 
importance of our being prepared for his return. Since we 
do not know when it will be, we are to wait, watch and 
work until he appears. 

James 5:1-6 
James addressed these verses to the godless, rich Jews of 
his day who unscrupulously robbed the poor and perse­
cuted the Christians. What they called treasures James 
considered trash. He taught that those who take unfair 
advantage of people who cannot protect themselves are 
subject to God 's judgment. The Lord notes all injustice and 
will deal justly with all. 

James accused these men of hoarding riches through 
fraudulent acts. He also accused them of using their riches 
wrongfully and living in luxury and self-indulgence. They 
mistakenly thought they could get away with it because 
they were rich and influential. James reminded them under 
no circumstances would God let them get by with their 
wrongdoing. In verse six is the fourth .charge against these 
wicked men. Not only had they obtained riches by fraud, 
hoarded and used them wrongfully, but they had ruthlessly 
slain the nonresisting righteous. 

Calling to New Life 

John 3:1-15 
At Jerusalem, where Christ had gone to attend the 
Passover, an interesting conversation took place between a 
prominent sinner and the savior about the meaning, nature 
and necessity of birth from above. 

The Inquirer-John 3:1 
Nicodemus, the inquirer, was a Pharisee and a member of 
the Sanhedrin. He was a man of culture, refinement and 
zeal for the law. He had an inquiring mind and a passion 
for , the truth . He had position, power, prestige and 
prosperity, but there was a void in his heart. He knew that 
he had not learned the real secret of the best way of life, 
but he was convinced that Christ knew that secret, so he 
sought a personal interview with him. 

The Inquiry-John 3:2-4 
Under the cover of darkness Nicodemus made his way to 
Christ. He acknowledged that Christ was sent from God 
and that his miracles were evidence of the approval of God 
upon his ministry. Christ ignored his reference to the 
miracles and talked to him about the meaning, necessity 
and manner of the birth from above. 

The Instruction-John 3:5-15 
Christ taught Nicodemus that it is impossible to have 

spiritual life without a birth from above. Christ told him 
unless one is born anew or from above he can never 
receive the kingdom of God. 

One cannot be born of the spirit by any natural means. 
Neither is the new birth the reformation of the outward 
man. An individual can 'work out his reformation, but God 
alone can bring about the new birth. Honesty, decency, 
morality, generosity and upright citizenship are laudable, 
but they can never produce the birth from above. 

In response to the inquiry of Nicodemus Christ 
presented the message of grace and love. He declared that 
his future death ' on the cross was necessary for the 
s_alvation of sinners and that all who will trust him as their 
savior will receive eternal life. 

How can one know that he has experienced the birth 
from above? One may have and enjoy this knowledge by 
the testimony of the spirit of God (Rom. 8:16, I John 5:10), 
by his love for God's children (I John 3:14), by his victory 
over sin (I John 5:4) , by a desire to please the Lord (I John 
2:3), by a changed life (II Cor. 5:17) and by a passion for 
the salvation of those who are unsaved. 

To each person who repents of his sin and believes on 
Christ as his savior the divine nature will be imparted. 
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This Preacher Carries a Loaded Gun! 
by K. Maynard Head 

Why would a minister become a deputy sheriff? Lewis Jennings, a staff 
member at Clear Creek Baptist School, Pineville, was asked that question 
when he was sworn into office at the Bell County Courthouse. 

For several years, Jennings and his wife, Carolyn, worked with inmates at 
Chenoa Forestry Camp, a minimum security penal institution near Pineville. 

Mrs. Jennings teaches cake decorating at the camp to inmates who 
continue their rehabilitation program through this and similar classes. • 

Jennings became interested in providing activities for the inmates while 
visiting the institution. He learned, however, that they could not leave the 
camp unless in the custody of an officer. Officers also had to be paid from 
county funds when escorting inmates. 

The answer came when Bell County Judge Willie Hendrickson swore in 
Jennings as a deputy sheriff. 

In order to fulfill requirements of the law Jennings carries a badge and 
handcuffs and although he has the privilege of carrying an armed weapon, 
he expects to rarely need one. • 

Jennings takes the men to church gatherings, civic clubs and other 
functions in the course of his work. 

Natives of Newnan, Ga., the Jennings are parents of three children. In 
addition to a position in the printing operation at Clear Creek Jennings is 
pastor of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Brodhead. 

Lloyd Fletcher, Chenoa' s new su;;>erintendent, recently came to direct the 
institution from a similar position at LaGrange State Reformatory. Fletcher 
supports the ministry of Jennings, feeling that it is part of a total 
rehabilitation program. 

A former pastor of West Pineville Baptist Church, Jennings commented, 
"Paul the apostle said, 'I am become all things to ... men in order to win 
them,' and I hope to bring hope and encouragement to the inmates at 
Chenoa through this action." 

•• .• . ❖" . . • , 

The George Matt Asher Jr. Science Center at Georgetown College, named for an 
alumnus, trustee and benefactor, will be dedicated at 4 p.m. Oct. 21 as part of 
homecoming. It includes class and seminar rooms, labs, lecture hall, green • 
house and planetarium. Asher was a Pineville physician until his death in 1974. 

Severns Cites Krusch -
Severns Valley Baptist Church, Eliz­
abethtown, honored pastor Verlin C. 
Kruschwitz on his 25th anniversary by 
establishing a student aid fund at 
Boyce Bible School, Louisville. 

An initial $500 contribution went 
toward a $5000 endowment goal. 

Kruschwitz has been an instructor at 
Boyce since its inception in 1974. 
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Campbellsville Talks$$$ 
Campbellsville · College has been 
awarded a $5000 grarit from the V. V. 
Cooke Foundation and a $50,000 grant 
from the Brown Foundation. Both will 
be used for scholarships . 

Campbellsville president W. R. Dav­
enport noted "the $50,000 is the 
largest foundation grant we've ever 
received.'' 

Hicks to Address Alumni 
Alumni of Southern Seminary will hold 
their annual state alumni reunion at 
Draw Bridge Motor Inn, Ft. Mitchell, 
during the annual meeting of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

The luncheon, at 
noon, Wednesday, 
Nov. 16, features 
Bryant Hicks, pro­
fessor of Christian 
missions and world 
religions, as princi­
pal speaker. A 
graduate of the 
University of North 
Carolina and Sou-

Hicks thern Seminary, 
Hicks was a missionary in the Philip­
pines before joining the Louisville fac­
ulty in 1965. 

Southern' s Real Southern!. 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, _ 
which in 1950 became the first edu­
cational institution to offer degrees in 
the nation of Nigeria, will resume that 
practice in a newly-revised agreement 
with the Nigerian Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Ogbomosho. 

From 1950-68 Southern awarded 
degrees in cooperation with the Ni­
gerian school. Degree-granting shifted 
to the West African seminary in 1968. 

The new action comes as a result of 
requests from the Nigerian seminary, 
Nigerian Baptist Convention and Sou­
thern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 

Everyman Coming Soon 
The Everyman Players, known for their 
annual summer presentation of ''The 
Book of Job" at Pine Mountain State 
Park, will perform "Romans by St. 
Paul" Thursday, Nov. 3 at 8 p.m. in 
Alumni Chapel at Southern Seminary. 

Admission is $2 per person . 

• 


