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State Baptists Open 140th Session Tuesday in Florence 

Kentucky Baptists go to Florence next 
week to conduct business at their 140th 
annual session. 

"Let the Church Reach Out" is 
theme of the three-day conclave open­
ing Tuesday at 10:40 a.m. 

In addition to the usual reports of 
convention agencies and departments 
of the Executive Board, messengers 
will hear addresses by six speakers: 

Ted Sisk Jr., Lexington, president, 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, Tuesday, 
11:30 a.m.; 

William W. Marshall, Richmond, 
Va., Foreign Mission Board, Tuesday, 
8:10 p.m.; 

Randall Lolley, Wake Forest, N. C., 
president, Southeastern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Wednesday, 11: 15 
a.m.; 

James M. Boswell, Williaµnsburg, 
president, Cumberland College, Wed­
nesday, 3:55 p.m.; 

Richard Oldham, · Bowling Green, 
pastor Glendale Church, Wednesday, 
8:10 p.m.; and 

Glendon McCullough, Memphis, ex­
ecutive director, Brotherhood Commis­
sion, Thursday, 10:55 a.m. 

Presiding officers are Ted Sisk, presi-
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by Jim Cox, Associate Editor 

dent, pastor of Lexington's Immanuel 7-9 p.m. session completes the agenda. 
Church; R. D. Baker, first vice presi- The Kentucky Baptist Music Associa­
dent, pastor of First Church, More- tion meeting at Erlanger Baptist 
head; and George D. Cook Sr., second Church will be presided over by Jerry 
vice president, layman, First Church, Douglas, minister of music at Louis­
Mayfield. . ville's Westport Road Baptist Church. 

Earlier pastors, ministers of educa- An exhibit by music publishers is set 
tion and ministers of music will meet. for 12:30 p.m. Monday. 

The Kentucky Baptist Pastors' Con- The Executive Board of the Kentucky 
ference, also at Florence Baptist Baptist Convention meets at 1:30 p.m. 
Church, convenes at 2:30 p.m. Monday. Monday at Florence Christian Church. 
William A. Hartung, pastor, Thornhill Additional meetings announced to 
Church, Frankfort, • wiU preside over Western Recorder are: 
sessions through 10:20 a.m. Tuesday. Kentucky Baptist Ministers' Wives, 

Addresses are scheduled from Jim -Monday, 7 p.m., young single • adult 
Highland, pastor, First Ch:urch, _Shelby- department, Florence Baptist Church; 
ville; Robert Bratcher, American Bible and fellowship dinner (by rtiservation 
Society; William R. Turner, pastor, only) Tuesday, 5:30 p.m., FJorence 
Central Church, Lexington; William W. Christian Church 
Marshall, Foreign Mission Board, Rich- Campbellsville College Alumni, Wed­
mond, Va.; and Ray E. Roberts, execu- nesday, 7:30 a.m., Erlanger Church. 
tive secretary, Ohio Baptist Convention, Georgetown College Alu~, Wed-
Columbus. • nesday, 7 a.m., Draw Bridge Motor 

L. Harold Lee, minister of education, Inn, Ft. Mitchell 
Campbellsville Baptist Church, presides Southern Seminary Alumni, Wednes­
at the Kentucky Baptist Religious Edu- day, 12 noon, Draw Bridge Motor Inn, 
cation Association. The group meets at Ft. Mitchell 
2 p.m. Monday at Greenview Church, Southwestern Seminary Alumni, 
Florence, with registration and fellow- Wednesday, 12 noon, Heritage House 
ship at 1 p.m. A 5:30 p.m. banquet and Restaurant, Florence. 

Double Exposure 
Next week between 1500 and 2000 
"messengers" from more than 2200 
churches affiliated with the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention will meet in this 
one to deliberate at anr,:ual convention. 
Florence Baptist Church and its pastor, 
J. William Jones (inset), will host the 
Baptist entourage Nov. 15-17 and the 
preliminary. Pastor's Conference Nov_. 
14-15. The Religious Education Associa­
tion meets Nov. 14 at Greenview 
Church, Florence, and the Music As­
sociation Nov . . 14 at Erlanger Church. 
Theme of this year's KBC meeting is 
''Let the Church Reach Out." Agendas 
are in the Oct. 5 Western Recorder. 
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Missouri Baptists Decline 
Action on Student Grants 
Missouri Baptists declined to take 
action on a report from a special study 
committee which recommended that 
two of the convention's four colleges 
withdraw from a state sponsored stu­
dent aid program. 

During the annual meeting of the 
Missouri Baptist Convention held in 
Springfield, the Public Aid St~dy Com­
mittee recommended the withdrawal 
after advising the 2147 registered 
"messengers" that state law requires 
schools not to discriminate on religious 
grounds in hiring faculty, staff and 
administrators'. Messengers opted to 
refer the public aid question to a new 
committee for additional study. 

The two participating schools, Wil­
liam Jewel College, Liberty, and South­
west College, Bolivar, have about 600 
students in state grant programs. Two 
other Missouri Baptist schools, Mis­
souri Baptist College, St. Louis, and 

HS:0nibal-LaGrange College, Hannibal, 
voted not to participate in the Missouri 
grant program. 

CP Off to Slow Start 
After a strong finish at the close of the 
1976-77 fiscal year, the Southern Bap­
tist Convention's national Cooperative 
Program unified budget began the 
1977-78 year slowly. 

Undesignated Cooperative Program 
receipts for October, the first month in 
the new fiscal year, totaled $4,345,905, 
only 2.96 percent ahead of $4,221,121 
contributed during the same mfnth last 
year. • 

Total contributions, including another 
$421,373 in designated contributions, 
amount to $4,767 ,278-about one-half 
of a percent above last year's figure at 
the same point. 

The 1977-78 Cooperative Program 
goal is $63,400,000 or $8,400,000 higher 
than the 1976-77 goal. 

A picture series of pamphlets entitled "The Bible Speaks" focuses on what the 
Bible says about 10 cunent social issues. The series, prepared by the Southem 
Baptist Christian Life Commission, gives Christians a biblical basis for 
understanding and making decisions about family, race relations, l;aunger, aging, 
alcohol, citizenship, sex, war and peace, money and ecology. 

Evangelist Billy Graham will speak at 
the ninth annual Abe Lincoln Awards 
program for broadcasters Feb. 9, 1978 
in Ft. Worth, Tex. The Abe Lincoln 
Awards are sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Commis• 
sion which will present Graham a 
Distinguished Communications Medal. 

Survey Shows Baptists 
Back Women Ordinations 
Although most Southern Baptists dis­
approve of women in pastoral roles, a 
1977 survey shows, a majority favor 
ordaining women for other areas of 
service. 

Of the 389 Southern. Baptists sampled 
by Home Mission Board 75 percent 
would approve ordination of women for 
ministry in religious education, youth 
work and social ministries. 

But by the same margin the survey 
shows Southern Baptists do not ·feel 
women can fulfill pastoral roles effec­
tively and do not approve of women 
serving as ministers . . 

The survey included 83 pastors in the 
389 church members sampled. Nearly 
all the respondents are married and in 
the 30 to 60 age bracket, with an 
almost equal distribution of males and 
females. 
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Daley Observations 

Baptists Are too Careless about Marriage 

The rising rate of divorce is one of the most serious social 
problems in America today. The downfall of civilizations , 
has always been preceded by the breakup of family life 
and there is no reason to expect America to be an exception. 

Not many :xears ago sociologists were concerned 
because one out of four marriages in the United States 
ended in divorce. More recently alarm increased because 
one out of every three marriages ended in divorce. Last 

year in some states there were more divo·rces than mar­
riages recorded. 

Concern and alarm over the divorce 
rate are heard from Baptist pulpits 
but that's about as far as it goes. We 
do little beyond moralizing about the 
problem. 

Roman Catholics are showing more 
concern about the high rate of divorce 
and are doing something about it. They 
apparently believe the high divorce rate 
is related to easy and careless mar­
riages. The archdiocese of Louisville 
has recently issued guidelines to be 
followed in preparation for and per­

formance of Catholic marriages. 

Of course we .realize Baptists and Roman Catholics view 
marriage differently though both are concerned for happy 
and permanent marriages. Marriage is a sacrament for 
Catholics and church officials can approve or veto mar­
riages. To Baptists marriage is not a church sacrament nor 
ordinance and Baptist ministers exercise no control over 
marriage of their members. 

Here are some of the Roman Catholic guidelines now in 
effect in the Louisville archdiocese: 

4 

1. A couple desiring to be married must notify the 
parish priest four months prior to the desired date. 
The four months are used fpr counseling in prepara­
tion for marriage and the date for the wedding is not 
finally set until the priest has concluded that the 
couple is ready for marriage. 

• t~ 
2. The parish priest of the bride ordinarily aoes the 
premarriage counseling and conducts the wedding. 
The marriage of two Catholics takes place in the parish 
church. In ~ inter-faith marriage the archbishop may 
permit the couple to be married in another church 
where serious reasons exist. 

3. A priest for a just cause can recommend that the 
marriage be delayed or refused. Just causes include 
non-practice of the Catholic faith by one or both 

NOVEMBER 9, 1977 
WESTERN RECORDER 

parties, refusal to participate in the marriage prep­
aration program and lack of readiness for marriage in 
the opinion of the priest . 

4. Marriages between teenagers are discouraged. If 
either party is under 18 years old consideratio~ will be 
given only after consultation with parents and upon 
favorable recommendation of a counselor approved by 
the archdiocese. Rarely, if ever, will permission be 
given for marriage of anyone under 17 years old. 

5. When pregnancy occurs outside of marriage it is not 
. presumed marriage is the best solution. The priest 
may offer several acceptable alternatives to marriage. 
Pregnancy does not diminish but accentuates the need 

. for prnmarital counseling. If -a couple was not engaged 
prior to pregnancy special counsel and evaluation must 
be obtained before consideration for marriage will be 
given. 

Baptist polity makes no place for such marriage rules 
for Baptist churches and ministers but this does not relieve 
the church and the pastor from responsibility in doing 
everything possible to encourage and assist in wholesome 
and permanent marriages. 

More and more Baptist ministers are requiring couples 
·to attend one or more counseling sessions before marriage. 
This is good. Ministers · who have college or seminary train­
ing have had access to courses on marriage and family 
which are helpful in their counseling ministry. The majority 
of Baptist pastors, however, never have received any 
training in premarital or marital counseling. 

Probably the most serious sign among Baptists in 
reference to marriage is a lenient and compromising 
attitude toward divorce. The feeling seems to be that since 
divorce is so common and widespread it must be all right. 
Not so! We need to hear what Jesus said about divorce in 
answer to those pointing out that Moses permitted divorce. 

'' Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered 
you to put. away your wives: but from the beginning it was 
not so" (Matt. 19:8). "What therefore God hath joined 
together , let no man put asunder" (Matt. 19:6). 

Divorce should be ruled out from the beginning as an 
alternative to a problem marriage. In some instances 
divorce may be justified but ordinarily it compounds 
instead of solves the problem. 

Since marriage is final 'in the sight of God, every means 
should be used to teach boys and girls how to approach 
and prepare for a permanent union. The _church and the 
pastor should have a large place in this training though the 
major responsibility belongs to parents. 

Another November, Another Kentucky Baptist Convention 

The chill of November always awakens two yearnin~s in 
my heart. One is the exhilarating thoug?t _of trampmg the 
fields and meadows in search of the whirrmg ~u3? and the 
other is the .joyful anticipation of the annual pilgnma~e 
with kindred hearts to the Kentucky Baptist_Conven!ion. 
The quail must wait until after the big Baptist meetmg. 

Participating in the annual get-together of Kent~~~y 
Baptists is far more th~ a dei:i~minational re~p~msibility. 
It is a sheer delight. It lifts spmts, enlarges vision ~d 
strengthens faith. Sometimes we feel overwhelmed m the 
little vineyards where we work with the same pe~p!e and 
the same problems day after day without much visible 
cliange. To get away and to look back gives a c~earer . , 
perspective and to compare problems and blessmgs with 
kindred spirits is revitalizing. 

Northern Kentucky will be a good place to meet except 
for limited parking near the Florence Baptist Church. If 
the crisp, autumn weather continues, it w~uld be ~ good 
time to get in some walking but Kentucky s changmg 
weather dictates bringing an umbrella and a top coat. We 
could go in 70 degree sunshine and return in 30 degree 
snow. 

Lodging and eating -facilities are plentiful_ and ~o~hem_ 
Kentucky Baptist hospitality is always ~ountiful. C~cmnatl, 
just across the Big Muddy, offer~ all kind of_ attracti?ns 
for those who want some recreation along . with Baptist 
business. 

The 1977 convention should be a delightful experience. 
There is as much . harmony now t!iroughout our ranks as 

Guest Editorial 

most of us can remember. This is a blessing for which we 
should be grateful. Kentucky Baptists know how to g,et 
with it when something vital is at stake bu! they do~ t 
needlessly divert their attention and energies to penpheral 
matters. • 

Since the convention presidency is limited to one year 
there is always some excitement and spec~ation over w:ho 
will be the next president. There are no signs of campa1gns 
be~g conducted and no front running candidates. The last 
several years have seen a tendency to elect som~ne from 
the area where the convention is meeting and this has a 
good chance of happening this year. • 

It will be next to the last time executive secretary Frank 
Owen reports to the messengers in his official capac~ty. It 
seems so recently that he took the helm but a corom1ttee 
to nominate his successor will be named in Florence. 

A good report will be his this year as all of his have 
l>een. He has equaled and exceeded most expectations of 
his administration having put in 12 to 18 hours most days 
since coming to the Baptist Building. -

Several important and interesting things are scheduled 
for Florence next week but one ch!lllenge overshadows all 
others. This is Bold Mission Thrust, the greatest. ev31;1gel­
istic and missionary undertaking in modem Baptist hi~ry • 
Every decision in Florence sho~d m~>V~ K~n~ucky Baptists 
·toward God's expectation of us m this mspmng goal of 
reaching every living person with the gospel by the end of 
this century. The prayers of those not going to Florence 
will be as important as the decisions of those who are 
there. 

Mail Order Degrees 
Hudson Baggett 

The Alabama Baptist 

A letter in this week's Alabama Baptist speaks ·tor itself 
about a mail order degree program which has been closed 
in Alabama by the State Department of Education. It 
makes me sad to publish such a letter, but such ~egree 
programs need to be stopped for several reasons. 

First, in most cases they benefit the seller of the de~ee 
more than anyone else. Many of them are money making 
ventures on the part of people who are willing to profit 
from human vanity. 

Such degrees also tempt people to be something they 
are not. For example, one man who had not finished high 
school received a B.D. degree and a ThD. degree from a 
so-called seminary where he also taught on the faculty. 
Many schools of this kind are set up only for the purpose 
of passing out degrees for a price. 

Mail order degree schools need closing • because they 
, tempt individuals to ·degrade themselves, the ministry, the 

church and Christianity in general. - . . 
Dan Chambliss of the State Department of Education m 

Alabama told me recently that such schools do a 
multi-million dollar business in the United States each 
year. He said that-in one school of this kind 80 percent of 

. the customers· were Baptist preachers. 
All of us • have ego needs. At times we yearn . for 

prestige and recognition, but the war we attempt to satisfy _ 
such desires can bring the opposite ~f w~at we ~eek. 
Besides, we can becollle a part in_ promotmg phonmess 
unbecoming to the Christian way of life. 

we commend E. C. Stephens and Dan Chambliss of the 
Alabama State Department of Education for their concern 
about mail order degree schools_. 
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Kentucky Baptists at Work 

Fun has no age limit 
When smiles flow 
Between persons 
Because something has happened 
To light an inner glow. 
When "we" and "they" 
Become "us" 
The day is always brighter 
The world a better place to know, 
The gap between generations 
Becomes unimportant 
And the power of love begins to show. 
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Baptist Towers . . . 

COMMITTED 
TO CARE 

by Laurie Taylor, Staff Writer 

A beautiful $3 ½ million dollar high rise 
apartment complex sits majestically in 
downtown Louisville. In it are people 
from all walks of life, but they all have 
one thing in common-each is 62 years 
of age or older. They are there because 
Baptist laymen were committed to care. 

What is Baptist Towers? 
Baptist Towers Inc. is a non~profit 
corporation formed by a group of men 
who are members of Walnut Street 
Baptist Church. It is designed for low 
and moderate income persons 62 years 
of age and older who want to enjoy 
comfortable, independent living. 

Not a Nursing Home 
The residential complex is not a 

nursing home. In fact a person must be 
physically able to care for himself to 
live there. It is understood from the 
beginning that when a resident be­
comes unable to manage for himself, 
his family will be notified and otlier 
arrangements must be made. 

Towers becomes a person's private 
home. He must take care of himself if 
he becomes ill since the facility is not 
staffed with doctors and nurses. 

Rental Rates 
Surprisingly, Towers has the lowest 

rental rate in Louisville for a . home of 
this type. In fact the rent was raised in 
January for the first time in five years. 

The complex has 102 efficiency apart­
ments that rent for $94 a month for an 
individual with a monthly income of 
$396 or less. On income in excess of 
this amount the rent would be more 
since rental fees are determined on a 
sliding scale. • 

For $123 a month an individual can 
rent a one-bedroom apartment if his 
monthly income is $518 or less. As with 
efficiency apartments, the rent is deter-

mined in direct relationship to income. 
Each apartment is equipped with 

carpeting, draperies, electric stove and 
refrigerator. An emergency alarm sys~ 
tern has been installed in each room 
and bath along with an individually 
controlled electric heating and air con­
ditioning unit. All utilities are included 
in the rental rates with the exception of 
the telephone. 

Coin operated washers and dryers 
are located in the basement area along 
with individual lockers for each apart­
ment. Two elevators provide access to 
all floors. 

What about Security? 

The front doors are locked each day 
at 5 p.m. and the reception desk is 
ope~ until 10 p.m. A sc;mic guard is set 
at mght and the residents must phone 
their call numbers to identify them­
selves both coming and going. 
Strangers are questioned by the person 
manning the desk before they are 
admitted. 

Who Runs Towers? , 
Although Baptist Towers was con­

ceived by a group of laymen from 
Walnut Street Baptist Church the pro­
ject is not directly related to the 
church. Since funds for the facility 
came from the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development a sponsor had 
to be secured. On paper Walnut Street 
is the sponsor, but there is no financial 
connectfon. • 

How Does HUD Funding Work? 
To oversimplify the relationship of 

HUD to the Towers project, HUD paid 
for it and is now being reimbursed. It 
is similar to a mortgage; house pay­
ments are made to HUD. 

In 40 years Towers will be paid in 
'full. At that time it will revert to the 

directors who were initial investors. 
Each one put up a certain amount of 
money to begin the project. When all is 
said and done the cost for the building 
will be $3 ½ million. In· the year 2012 
Baptist Towers will be paid off and 
become a private facility. 

Volunteers Keep It Going 
Laura Willis, manager-in-training, 

says the only reason Baptist Towers 
can stay open is because of men who 
donate their time to the geriatric 
ministry. , 

Hobart Banks, Baptist Towers mana­
ger, is a retiree who works at Towers 
almost eight hours a day and does not 
take a penny in salary. Harry Gibson 
and Jim Sublett, members of the board 
of directors , also donate their time free 
of charge. 

"In fact," chuckled Miss Willis, 
''the janitor and I are the only full time 
paid employes." 

Can My Church Begin Such a Project? 
"I see no reason why it couldn't," 

pondered Miss Willis. "It all depends 
on whether funds are available from 
the government." 

A good monitor to use in determining 
possible success. of such a project is 
community need. When Towers was in 
the planning stages a survey was. made 
across Kentucky to determine the need 
for a geriatric ministry. The need was 
determined by the response. 

A Satisfied Son 
A big decision for every adult child is 

the choice of living arrangements for 

parents. One resident, Mrs. Jessie Mae 
Patton, has a son who is very. pleased 
with what he has found at Towers. 

"Baptist Towers was chosen as a 
home for my stepmother because it 
provided a desirab~e location, clean and 
beautiful exterior and interior, a warm, 
homelike atmosphere, compact, but 
comfortable living quarters, recreation, 
laundry and transportation facilities, 
security protection, affordable rental 
fee and courteous staff members who 
showed interest in the resident-to-be. 
She is very happy, comfortable and 
safe in her home. " 

Are There Any Openings Now? 
Baptist Towers has not lost a day's 

rent in its five years of · operation. As 
expected, a long waiting list is pres­
ently on file. However, .applications are 
welcome and each ~pplicant is encour­
aged to visit Towers with his family for 
a personal interview. 

• 'It is so important to have a good 
relationship with families of the resi­
dents," · smiled Miss Willis. "Families 
will help residents in the adjustments 
they have to make." 

Information about application proce­
. dures is available from Baptist Towers, 
1014 South Second Street, Louisville, 
KY 40203 . • 

Baptist Towers-Committed to Care 
The entire concept of Baptist Towers 

began as a dream. A group of con­
cerned Christian laymen who were 
committed to care took a risk. And 
today 213 elderly people are glad· they 
did. 

This view of area churches was taken from the rooftop of Baptist Towers. 

Laura Willis . . . 
.Galled to Care 

"I feel a definite ~~~ !'M!!!!'!"!l'l'mf 
,call to -geriatrics 
and I'm very com~ 
fortable with it,'' 
declared petite 
~ura Willis, man­
ager-in-tiaininlt at 
Baptist Towers. 

The Georgja na­
tive reflected • on 
her call .. to minis~ 

• try. ·''I'm not · or­
dained and have 
no desire to be," . 
she explained. "I'm not working 
under .the guise of chaplain. My • 
layperson identity is more comfor­
table to me than a pr<>fessional 

.• role." 
Miss Willis, 1976 graduate of 

Southern Seminary, was working 
toward a home mission appoint­
ment .when doors to geriatric work 
began to open. She began a stu­
dent internship at the Towers in . 
June 1975. That fall she accom­
panied • a group of residents tQ 
Ridgecrest. • 

"I .was apprehensive about room~ 
ing with an elderly person but I 
had a tremendous week. I learned 
a great deal. in workshops. By the 
time .I returned to Louisville I was 
very sure• the Lord wanted me in 
geriatric work." 

Miss Willis became •.• activities 
director of Baptist Towers within a 
sho~ time. Her last month at the 
senior citizen complex was to be 
July 1977. The residents gathered 
to .bid her farewell but much to 
their pleasure she announced that 
she bad been asked to remain as 
manager-in-training. • . 

''The excitement on the faces of 
the people when they discovered I 
would be staying is the fondest 
memory I • have > at Towers,'' she 
says. 

Ministry to the elderly is not a 
one-way street for the vivacious 
lady. She not only ministers-she · 
is ministered to by the residents of 
Towers. • 
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Baptist Forum 
HEYi THINK IT OVER 

The exclusion of Beech Fork Baptist 
Church from the South District Associa­
tion is a matter of deep concern. I see 
three ways in which the association's 
action is damaging to Southern Bap­
tists: 

1) The association has denied the 
"priesthood" of the Beech Fork Baptist 
Church to freely interpret scripture as 
they · see led by the Holy Spirit. If 
South District Association had serious 
regard for "Priesthood of the be­
liever(s)" it . would have heard church 
moderator Hourigan' s statements with 
greater sympathy and tolerance. (Hou­
rigan said, . "We agonized over the 
decision prayerfully. ·we don't ask that 
you agree with us but that you under­
stand us. ") 

2) South District Association . sets 
another . precedent for associationaJ 
censure of the local church. Is this in 
the interest of growing understanding 
and application of the gospel to chang­
ing world needs? The courage of Beech 
Fork Church to stick by its decision in 
view of the nasty threat hanging over 
its head is to be commended. 

3) South District Association appar­
ently places traditional Baptist doctrine 
over Christian love for brother. It is 
hard to imagine the association "loves" 
Beech Fork now that they've thrown it 

• out. The Pharisees had the same 
problem with · folks like Jesus who 
disagreed with their reductionist inter­
pretations. If the life of Christ teaches 
us anything, it should be that love, 
especially Christian love, continues lov­
ing in spite of disagreement, making 
room • for the priesthood of others. 

South District Association needs to 
hear the gospel with greater under­
standing and reconsider its decision. 

Lynwood Johnson 
Louisville 

SYMPATHY TO BEECH FORK 
My reaction to the incredible ouster of 
Beech Fork Baptist Church from its 
association is one of chagrin and 
sadness. Three points relevant to this 
matter come to mind: 

1. This action is not just. Ii was 
based upon an arbitrary intrepretation 
of the overworked man of one wife 
passage which, rather than setting 
forth a critical gender requirement, 
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actually prescribes a marital state in­
corrupted by infidelity and divorce. 
Obviously, some preachers have no 
wife while a few have had three. 
"There is neither male nor female" 
addresses much more directly . and 
fairly the question at hand. Absolute 
literal interpretation of some scripture 
has led to such gross errors as handling 
snakes, self-mutilation and refusal of 
blood transfusions. 

2. This action was hasty. Where's 
the fire when dealing with a missionary 
church over 150 years old? It appears 
that Gamaliel-type wisdom was lacking • 
and that urgency allowed no waiting to 
observe if God might bless and prosper 
the lady's ordination. Six months to 
comply with an ex cathedra pronounce­
ment by an executive committee! Such 
sine qua non policy seems ridiculous in 
a Baptist context. 

3. This action does not represent the 
majority thinking by Kentucky or Sou­
thern Baptists. Especially does this 
tend toward polarization and alienation 
of young people. The next generation 
will categorize this position with the 
Day law passed by a prejudiced Ken­
tucky legislature over 50 years ago. 
They belong in the same barrel and 
will enjoy the sanie fate. 

The vote with its 60 %-40 % margin 
for passage deserves comment. Such a 
margin should indicate the need to 
pause, reflect and reassess a position: 
A 60%-40% victory does not win much 
in a Baptist church. At least, no church 
ever does anything important like call­
ing a preacher, building a new sanctu­
ary or establishing a mission on a 60-40 
basis. Ttie same probably holds true in 
an association. 

I extend my prayers and best wishes 
to the . good people at Beech Fork in 
this hour of anguish and struggle. 

Smith H. Gibson 
Covington 

OUGHTA BE AUTONOMOUS! 
Indeed it was a historic decision when 
on Oct. 17, 1977 Beech Fork . Baptist 
Church was dismissed from the South 
District Association for ordaining a 
woman to the gospel ministry. It was 
historic in that it calls into question 
Baptists' very heritage, i.e., the auton­
omy of the local church. The decision 
was also significant in that it brought 

into question the basis of religious 
authority. Baptist are unique in that we 
affirm the individual priesthood of 
every believer with the Bible as inter-
preted by the Holy Spirit as authorita­
tive. Our authority does not lie in any 
ecclesiastical structure, whether mono­
lithic or associational in nature. Our 
authority lies in the word of God, 
period. 

The action by the association to dis­
miss a church over different but valid 
interpretations of scripture reflects a 
very dangerous mood permeating our 
denomination. • This decision manifests 
a ffil)od within our denomination to 

• reduce Christianity to a set of creedal 
statements to be intellectually affirmed. 
The very heart of our faith is not 
credocentric, but Christocentric. The 
call of Christ is not to be a set of 
beliefs but to a life of obedience. May 
God deliver our denomination from the 
danger of reducing our faith to ' a set of 
cold creedal statements, but may our 
communication to the world be a call to 
follow him! 

J. Michael Gatch 
Louisville 

ABORTION-MASS MURDER 
I appreciate our state paper very much 
and always read it with an open mind 
but I · was appalled at the article 
"Carter Favors Catholics?" in the 
Oct. 5 issue. 

Are only the Catholics against abor­
tion? I'm a Baptist and proud of it. I 
never voted for Jimmy Carter. If he has 
made this decision only for "Catholic 
belief" sake it's one thing, but I hope 
he made it because of his own convic­
tions on such an issue as myself and 
many others have done. Can one really 
be a Christian and be willing for mass 
murder to be carried on lawfully in t:.is 

' nation or elsewhere? 
' Mrs. Edna Floyd 

London 

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION 
November 15-17 

Florence, Kentucky 

Mountains to 
the Mississippi 
John Iveys Honored 
The John Iveys were honored for 23 
years of service as missionaries in 
Greenup Baptist Association Oct. 24. 
The couple is moving to Knoxville, 
Tenn. Fifty churches joined together to 
present the Iveys with a 1978 Dodge. 
Presenting the keys to Ivey at right are 
Curtic McComis (c) and Harold Griffith 
(r) . 

Personnel Changes 
Holland to New Salem 
The 176-year-old New Salem Baptist 
Church, Nelson Association, has called 
Charles W. Holland as interim pastor. 
He is a retired pastor and currently 
resides in Louisville. 

Bruce Richardson Called 
By Versailles C~urch 

Bruce Richardson 
has been called as 
minister of music 
and youth, Ver­
sailles Baptist 
Church. A native of · 
Elizabethtown, he 
is a graduate of 
Morehead Univer­
sity and will receive 

. a masters degree in 
Richardson church music from 

Southern Seminary in June. 

Carlisle Pastor Moves 
To Tennessee Church 
H. Dallas Sugg has ac~epted the pas­
torate of Highland Park Baptist Church, 
Columbia, Tenn. . after a nine-year 
tenure as pastor, First Baptist Church, 

Carlisle. 
He has served on the Kentucky 

Baptist Convention Executive Board 
and . also as pianist for the Kentucky 
Baptist Pastors' Conference. 

Retired Pastor ,to Supply 
• Winn T. Barr, 'pastor, Cynthiana Bap­

tist Church, will retire from the pastor­
ate in November and will be available 
for supply preaching after Dec. 1. 
He can be addressed at 209 South 
Miller, Cynthiana, KY 41031. 

Campbellsville Alumnus 
Accepts Cherry Corner 

William B. Taylor 
has accepted the 
pastorate of Cherry 
Corner Baptist . 
Church, Murray. 
Taylor, a graduate 
of Campbellsville 
College and South­
western Seminary, 
Ft. Worth, Tex., 
previously pastored 
First Baptist 
Church, Albany. 

Taylor 

Revivals 
34 Additions Reported 
Ormsby Heights Baptist Church, Louis­
ville, recently conducted revival ser­
vices with evangelist Homer Martinez 
and musician, Gary Lanier . The evan­
gelistic efforts brought 34 additions to 
the church, including 22 by baptism. 

Many $peak at Trinity 
Trinity Baptist Church, Lexington, held 
a recent revival which featured a dif­
ferent speaker each night. 

The evangelists participating were: 
Wayne Dehoriey, Louisville; Ron Stone, 
Winchester; Bill Jaggers, Prestonsburg; 
Wayne Ward, Louisville; and Sam 
Gash, Harrodsburg. Bill Burkett, 
Bowie, Md., directed the music. 

' 

McKee · Revival Comes­
Meetings on the Way 
McKee Baptist Church is experiencing 
revival a1though the ,meetings aren't 
yet 1n progress. Within the last four 
months Sunday school has increased 
from 80 to 156. On Oct. 30 the church 
launched into the ACTION program. To 
emphasize outreach efforts Johnnie 
Lynn Holloway 'o/fil lead revival services 
Nov. 27 - Dec. 3. 

John Henry Buckler, 75, died Sept. 8 at 
his home in Falls of Rough. A charter 
member of Pleasant Run Baptist 
Church, he served as Sunday school 
director and deacon.· 

W. W. Stout died Oct. 23 at a 
Louisville nursing home. He was a 
missionary to China and pastor of 
Georgetown Baptist Church. • Memorial 
services were conducted at Crescent 
Hill Baptist Church, Louisville, Oct. 25 
with burial in Georgetown. He is 
survived by his wife, Mrs. · Harriet 
Campbell Stout; two sons, four daugh­
ters, six grandchildren and three great­
grandchildren. 
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LOTTIE 
MOON 

CHRISTMAS 
OFFERING 

BOLD MISSION THRUST 

1976 
1975 
1974 
1964 
1954 
1944 
1-934 
1924 
1914 
1904 
1894 
1888 
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18.2% 
$28,763,809 
$26, 169,421 
$23,234,093 
$11,870,649 

$3,957,821 
$949,844 
$213,925 
$48,677 
$27,661 
$11,784 

$3,454 
$3,315 

Who Was 
Lottie Moon? 

If you are wondering who Lottie Moon 
was here is someone who can tell you 
the story straight. 

Most Southern Baptists know the 
name Lottie Moon because it is tied to 
th~ '?hristmas-time offering for foreign 
m1ss1ons. But Mrs. Edgar L. Morgan, 
Westminster, S. C., knew and worked 
with Lottie Moon, the person. 

Mrs. Morgan, no-W 99, is Southern 
Baptists' oldest surviving missionary. 
She was a young bride in 1905 when 
she and her husband arrived in China. 
'J'.here she met Lottie Moon, the mis­
s10nary, who had been on the field 
since 1873. . 

Mrs. Morgan's tales of Lottie bear 
out the legendary brilliance, dedication, 
doggedness and humility. 

"Miss Moon was a lovely, humble 
woman in spite of the fact that she 
thought nothing of having her morning 
devotion in Greek," she recalls. While 
two newly recruited women mission­
aries were staying with Miss Moon 
they read their Bibles aloud each 
morning. The young women noticed 
that Miss Moon's Bible reading dif­
fered from theirs. They discovered that 
the elderly woman was reading from 
Greek and translating into English for 
their benefit. Greek was only one of 
several languages Miss Moon mastered. 

Lonely hut Loving 
Fellow missionaries were somewhat 

~wed_by Miss Moon's ability to endure 
1solat1on from other "foreigners" in 
favor of good relations with the • 
Chinese: 

"She was so impressed with the 
need and • poverty of the • people in 
Pingtu she went there alone. She was 
the only foreign person there. She must 
have been very lonely, but she worked 
desperately with the people," Mrs. 
Morgan says. 

. Miss Moon lived many years in 
Pmgtu doing evangelistic work among 
women. "She visited in the homes 
taught salvation and sang • Jesus Love~ 
Me,'" Mrs. Morgan recalls. 

Miss Moon was a stickler for follow­
ing proper Chinese decorum even to 
the point of wearing Chinese dress her­
self. ?ne day a new male missionary 
burst ?1to a hall ~here she was leading 
worship for Chmese women. Seeing 
him coming, Miss Moon flew toward 
him and opened her umbrella in bis 

,, 

• 

An Unusual Woman 
With 

An Unusual God 

face so that he and the Chinese women 
would not commit the unpardonable act 
of seeing each other. ''It was a method 
she had of defending herself,'' Mrs. 
Morgan comments. 

During a dangerous time when some 
Chinese were opposed to foreigners in 
their land, the venerable Lottie Moon 
ordered the Morgans and other younger 
missionaries at the Baptist hospital to 
bury a skeleton they were using to 
teach medicine. Miss Moon warned 
that a resentful Chinese might accuse 
the missionaries of killing someone. 

'' Miss Moon heard that we had the 
skeleton and she wrote a letter-I tell 
you, she scorched us. She wanted us to 
do something with it else we might be 
tarred and feathered before breakfast,'' 
Mrs. Morgan recounts. So by lantern 
light after bedtime, the missionaries 
tip-toed to an uncompleted room in the 
hospital, moved a huge pile of bricks, 
dug a hold, buried the skeleton and 
covered the grave with the bricks. "It 
gave us some satisfaction, and we 
wrote Miss Moon that the deed was 
done." she chuckles. 

An Appreciative Person 
When another young missionary had 

three types of smallpox at one time, it 
was Miss Moon who took the risk of 
nursing her to recovery. 

"When we left China on our first 
furlough Miss Moon sent a sweet letter 
to us," Miss Morgan relates. "She was 
so appreciative of everything. She 
spoke of my husband being 'kind to 
write a personal word when he sent her 
salary. She was a very appreciative 
person.'' 

Asked about Lottie's death in 1912, 
Miss Morgan explains, "She wouldn't 
eat anything because the Chinese were 
starving to death, but this was really 
just in her own mind. She thought they 
didn't have any heat, so she wouldn't 
have any heat in bitter cold. They had 
an awful time getting her to eat any­
thing. I remember very well the morn­
ing she left. They took h_er in a mule 
litter before daylight. She said goodby 
to us." 

Accompanied by a mission nurse 
Lottie sailed for the U. S. But in port at 
Kobe, Japan, she fell into a coma. 
Rousing, she asked the nurse to sing 

"Jesus Loves M~." Then she began 
greeting deceased friends and family, 
as if she were passing into heaven. 
"She spoke in English to the Ameri­
cans and in Chinese to the · Chinese," 
explains Mrs. Morgan. Miss Moon died 
on Christmas Eve. 1912. 

Pl~cky and Fine 
"I felt that she was unusually plucky 

and fine," she says. "There were other 
women in our mission who were just as 
fine, but Miss Moon did one thing that 
was really hard. She went far away 
from other missionaries to live among 
the Chinese. Miss Moon had the grace 
and the faith in God and the good 
courage to go to Pingtu,'' she sum­
marizes. 

''While Miss Moon was an unusual 
woman, I think that her God was an 
unusual God,'' she adds. 

Mrs. Morgan thinks that Lottie Moon 
_would be amazed and "not too happy" 
to find her name so revered among 
SQuthem Baptists. That. honor fell to 
Lottie because she originated the idea 
of a Baptist .love offering for foreign 
missions at Christmas. She had no idea 
that it would come to be named in her 
memory. \ 

Her promotion of a women's missions 
organization and of sacrificial mission 
support are credited with getting Bap­
tist missions on sounder footing. 

The first offering, taken in 1888, 

amounted to $3,315. By-the time Mrs. 
Morgan became a foreign missionary, 
it was reaching $14,000. This year the 
goal is $34 million. 

Mrs. Morgan served in China until 
Baptist finances were insufficient to 
send her back to the field during the 
Great Depression. Knowing Lottie 
Moon is not her real claim to fame. She 
had vast missionary adventures of her 
own. 

Last summer when her missionary 
son and daughter-in-law, Dr. and Mrs. 
Carter Morgan, were on furlough from 
Hong Kong, Lelah Morgan tape re­
corded ' her recollections of her co­
worker and her own experiences. 

She edited a widely circulated Chris­
tian devotional bi-weekly in China. 
After leaving China, she and her hus­
band directed Christian retreats and 
Bible conferences at their home in 
Chauga Heights, S. C. 

Now she maintains an active prayer 
ministry, praying with women who visit 
her and corresponding with people who 
write asking for guidapce. She prays 
for hungry people and for persons who 
are lost. 

''I keep the line open. He knows I'm 
going to talk to him. I don't have to 
introduce myself. But I'm not satisfied 
with my prayer life," she says, with 
every intention of doing better in her 
centennial year. 
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SERVING ALL RELIGIONS 
Priem 10 .. 11ory nny prdereaee 1111d ..a 

1110 L 
1MIID ---

·­-
,. -­IANI _ _.... 

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE --· ____ D __ _ 

........................ .,. ....... 

. George Herman 
KENDALL 

REAL ESTATE 
BROKER 

1709 Wyatt 
Pkwy-Lex. 

606-252-6046 

Ready for the • 
January Bible Studyl 

J. Wash Watts 
A Distinctive Translation of 

EXODUS 
with an Interpretative Outline 

$5.95 

Order: Baptist Book Store 
Or send check: Jameson Press 

1833 Bushnell Avenue 
South Pasadena, CA 91030 

FIBERGLASS 
• STEEPLES 

12 

• WALL CROSSES • 
e STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 

e BAPT ISTR IES 
e BAPTISTRY 

HEATERS 

Write for free 
color brochure . 

Box 931 
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Terry Binder 

SELLING YOUR PROPERTY? 
we operate within a 60-mile radius 
of Lexington. Have foreign buyers 
wanting farms and homes. Call 
Terry Binder Days-266-1106-Nights 
266-2751. Chess Shearer '& Asso­
ciates, Lexington, Ky. 

The 
Classic Celtic Cross 
This lovely pen­
dant is available 
in Sterling Silver 
or 14K Yellow 
Gold. Most· orders 
are shipped with­
in 24 hours -
you'll have yours 
in time for Christ­
mas if you order 
by December 15. [Actual Size l 

Send Sl.00 for our complete 
catalog of religious jewelry. 

Sterling Silver Cross 
with 16 inch Sterling Silver chain 

$14.00 + $1.00 mailing fee 
14K Yellow Gold Cross 

with 16 inch 14K Solid Gold chain 
$75.00 + $1.00 mailing fee • • 

New Mexico buyers should 
acid 4 ¼ % sales tax. Send 
check or money order (no 

~~ 
10008 Cochiti Road SE, 

P.O. Box 13479, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico 87112 

PARR'S REST, INC. 
Private Home f or Elderly Ladies 

Baptist managed. Not a nursing home. Pri­
vdte room Near bus l ine. Protective envir­
onment. Religious, social and recreationa l 
c1ctivities avai lable. 

Mrs . Rene Groves, Adm. 
969 Cherokee Road , · Louisville, Ky. 40204 

DR. 
KUHL 

SINGS 
Were You There? 
It is Finished 
Ivory Palaces 
Victory in Jesus 
The King is Coming 
When They Ring Those 

Golden Bells 
& Other Favorites 

HOLY LAND 
in JANUARY with 

Dr. Wayne Dehoney and Dr. Wayne Ward 

7 other Seminary Professors 

*Comprehensive Itinerary 

*On-site Inspirational Services 

*Indepth Bible Study 

*College-Seminary Credit 

9DAYS 

- (2 Day Optional Extension to 
Athens-Corinth or Rome) 

Choice of Departure 
Dec. 27, Jan. 3, or Jan. lO 

For Details write or phone, NOW: 
BibleLand Travel 

2103 High Ridge Rd., Louisville, KY 40207 
[AC502] 893-5424 • 

Kathy Dehoney, Director' 

,; .. 

• • 

, .. 

Nev. lrom the author 
of award-winning 

Sounde, ~s 
\~cl£ 

by 
William H. Armstrong 

Biblically-based f iction of 
classical proport ions de­
scribes this heart-touching 
story of a crippled girl in 
first century Palestine . 

Joanna, born with a wither­
ed arm and twisted foot, 
.hears stories about the 
wonderful Jesus of Naza­
reth. She is amazed by the 
accounts of his mi racles of 
healing and sets out to 
meet him. There would be 
dangers bu t nothing 
would stop her search. 

Intrigu ing reading for the 
young and old alike. 

At Your Baptist 
Book Store from 

$5.95 

[!BROADMAN 

• Buyas Guide 
ALUMINUM SIDING, exterior decorating, quality 

work. Call Colville Aluminum Co. , (5021 368-
llOO. 

While at the Convention in Florence 

HAWAII TOUR INFORMATION 

for ministers and their wives 

Visit Wilcox World Tours Booth 

near the Bookstore Area 

And Receive Your Ticket to 

·Complimentary Information Dinner 

Name 

Tuesday, Nov . 15, 5:30 p.m . 
Ramada Inn, Florence 

or write or call 

Jim Highland, 8 Sequoyah Dr., 
Shelbyville, KY 40065 [502/633-3460] 

Western Recorder 
.. 50 Times Each Year 

AN Ii>EAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 
• • · Subscription U.68 includes sales taa 
• A ~ift card will be' sent with each Christm.a~ subicription 

Send WESTERN RECORDER to: 
,, 

Street or Bo• Cod 
C:::i'ty St.at 
Name 

Str~••. or Bo• Cod 
City St•t• 

. This gift subscription order is from: 

Street ------- - --------- Cod-.· ____ _ 

City --~--- ----------- State, ____ _ 

·I 
t 

Please indicate if you would like to be notified at expir•lion. I 
. Plea;;;~ _B WF.ST~ ~RDER : . 

notify me at expiraltan MIDDLETOWN, KY. 40243 ' 

~----~~'-•~ .. -.'-'--~~~'!\il'WDlijlllill~ · 
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~fl~~ 
Our Children's Home 

Ministering to • 
Children in· Love 

[Genesis 21:9-21] 

This altemate Sunday school lesson is suggested for those 
teachers who would like to focus on Kentucky Baptist Child 
Care Day Nov. 20. 

Sarah demanded that Abraham banish Hagar and Ishmael, their son, from 
the household of the _ patriarch. Contrary to his personal inclinatio~ 
Abraham permanently severed his relationship with Hagar and their son. 

. Unexpectedly driven from the household Hagar and Ishmael took them 
the meager supply of food and water provided by Abraham. The picture of 
their going forth into the wilderness is full of pathos. Their journey was 
difficult and dangerous but they had to get along as best they could. It was 
not long until their provisions were exhausted and they were reduced to 
great distress. 

Although Ishmael had been ejected from his_ father's household he had 
not been deserted by the God of Abraham. Observing that the supply of 
food and water was almost exhausted, despairing of any possibility of 
replenishment and anticipating the death of . her· son in the near future, 
Hagar· placed- him under the protecting shadow of a bush, walked the 
distance of-a.bowshot and seated herself. She did not want to s~e him die 
in that pathetic condition, but she refused to forsake him. Within hearing 
distance of his voice, this devoted mother lifted her voice in lamentation. 
Her love was tom painfully by his distress . Apparently mother and son 
were weeping and sobbing when God heard their cries as if they had been 
prayers. "The voice of the lad" moved God_ to show mercy. .. . 

In mercy God had his angel to ask the distressed mother, . W~a~ aileth 
thee Hagar?" After reminding her that her fear was not Justified the 
ang~l informed Hagar that God had heard the plaintive cry of the lad in 
distress. After reassuring her that her son would survive and become the 
father of a great nation the angel directed Hagar to a nearby well. ~ere 
she filled the skin-bottle with water and gave her son all he coQld drink. 

The same God who, through natural means and human instrumentality, 
supplied the needs of that lad long ago, provides also for the needs of 
children today. For many decades Kentucky . Baptists, through _t~eir 
capable and dedicated workers and monetary gifts, have been pro_viding 
loving care for multiplied hundreds of neglected and dependent children. 
For one reason or another these children were not given the love, care and 
training which they needed in their own homes and communitie~. God 
alone knows the invaluable contribution~ which were made to the lives of 
these precious boys and girls through our ministering to them in love. Had 
this splendid care not been provi~ed by Kentucky Baptist~ . many ?f these 
youngsters would have been depnved of the ~are and_ trammg which thE:Y 
so needed. Those who prayed, expended then- energies and shared then­
finances to make this important ministry possible certainly earned our 
undying gratitude. 

When a child has been deprived of a home or rejected by the most 
important figure in bis life or rem_oved from his family ~d placed ~ an 
alien environment he thinks of himself as a loser. It 1s our God-given 
privilege and Christian duty to accept him as he is, to love ~ and meet 
his needs. We must convince him that through God's enabling grace he 
can become the happy, successful and useful person that he ought to be. 

Multitudes of informed and loyal Kentucky Baptists are thankful that 
God has provided splendid facilities and such well-trained and_ dedicated 
personnel through whom to mini~er to the materi8:1, phy~ical, intellectual 
and spiritual needs of the children he places m . then- ~u~dr. We 
anticipate even greater achievements as we contmlle mm1stenng to 
children in love. 

IIL NOVEMBER 9, 1977 
Pl WESTERN RECORDER 

H. C. Chiles 

Frank 

CHRISTIAN INVESTMENT 
As we come toward the latter part of a 
year a great many people begin to 
realize they are able to do some extra 
giving beyond what they have commit­
ted to their local churches. Serious 
Christ1.ans feel an obligation to respond 
to such realization. Of course, one's • 
church can always use an extra. For­
give the term I use for communica­
tion's sake. There is hardly any such 
thing as "extra" for God's work, no 
matter how much we give. 

Let me suggest our five Kentucky 
schools and colleges for those who like 
to give to our institutions that stand in 
such vital ,form of witness and influence 
for the ongoing of Christian kingdom 
purposes. Campbellsbille, Cumberland 
and Georgetown are accredited four­
year colleges; Clear Creek and Oneida 
are special purpose schools. All of 
them are equally important expressions 
of our Kentucky Baptist Convention 
ministries. 

Not all cif our schools are in growth 
cycles just now but all of them ar,e 
stable and doing their jobs well day by 
day, year by year. What more worthy 
cause could you give to than our 
schools? They are strong expressions of 
our institutional life and have tremen­
dous image impact in telling the world 
who and what we are as Christians and 
Baptists. 

Who can measure the value of 
assuring and insuring a solid future for 
higher education in a Christian context? 
We believe that biblical and religious 
truth. belongs in the curriculum of a 
balanced education. A learning society 
(or any ·society) achieves symmetry only 
as God's part in past history and 
current events is sacredly recognized. 

Baptists, with the help of others, 
give a great deal of support to our 
schools in current giving, but our insti­
tutions have very poor endowment 
base. Now is a ripe time for us to 
undergird our fine institutions with 
endowment. I recommend it. "I had 
rather invest in a dull boy (or girl) th&I) 
in a bright stone." (I don'.t remember 
who said it.) 

• D 

Sunday School Lessons . Lessons for November 20, 1977 

. . 

International Series 
by H. C. Chiles, Murray, Ky; 

Christians and Their Government 

In the latter part of his earthly ministry Christ taught the 
early Christians a much needed lesson about their respon­
sibility as citizens of the government under which they 
lived. 

Luke 20:20-26 
Christ's ~nemies were busy trying to entrap him in his 
speech and arouse disfavor toward him on the part of the 
Roman authorities. Drawn together by their hatred of 
Christ, the Pharisees and Herodians met, exchanged ideas 
and concocted a clever scheme to lure • him into self-
incrimination. . , 

These critics asked Christ a subtle question in an effort 
to ensnare him. Starting with words of flattery, they ask~d 
him: "Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or 
no?" In other words, they asked: "ls it lawful to pay taxes 
to the Roman government?" If Christ had answered their 
question in the affirmative, they would have reported him 
as being disloyal to the Jewish nation. If Christ had 
answered in the negative, they would have branded him as 
a seditionist. . • 

Perceiving their craftiness Christ commanded them to 
show him a denarius, a coin used in ordinary business 
transactions. When they had done so, he asked them 

Life and Work Series 

whose likeness and superscription appeared thereon. They 
'replied "Caesar's." By acknowledging that it was Caesar's, 
they admitted their subjection to Caesar's government and 
their consequent obligation to pay the tribute which was 
demanded of them. Christ clearly enunciated the principle 
of duty to government and duty to God. 

A Christian's obligation to God must never be infringed 
·upon by obligation to government. In any conflict between 
God and government, duty to God must take precedence 
over duty to government . . 

Romans 13:1-7 
A Christian should abide by the laws of his city, -'county, 
state and nation, and be submissive to governmental 
agency unless it should require him to disobey God- or do 
wrong. Always a Christian must obey God m"preference to 
obeying man. 

~ - A Christian must pay taxes. Paying taxes is an acknowl­
edgment of subjection to the government imd the discharge 
of an obligation to pay for numerous services rendered. 
Christians should be better citizens than those who do not 
claim to be followers of Christ. It is th~ir duty to meet their 
obligations to all others. 

Following Jesus-On ·His Terms or Ours? 

John 6:14-15, 25-27, 51-52, 60, 66-69 
When Christ fed the thousands from five loaves and two 
fishes, the people concluded their problem of food was 
solved permanently. Excited by the miracle the people 
became wild with enthusiasm and decided to proclaim 
Christ as king. Christ sent his disciples across the Sea of 
Galilee, dismissed the throngs and withdrew to the 
mountain. 

The next day they followed Christ to Capernaum and 
listened to what he said, hoping he would perform some 
new miracle. Christ gave the crowd some instructions 
concerning his ministry and ultimate departure. Striving to 
elevate their thoughts and desires from the physical and 
temporal to the spiritual and eternal, Christ told them food 
for the soul was more important than nourishment for the 
~~- • • 

The people concluded if Christ would . continue his 
miraculous feedings he would be in a class with Moses. 
How significant that our Lord declared himself to be the 
bread of life! Just as bread is a staple food, even so is 
Christ to the soul. While hunger returns to those who 
partake of natural bread, the one who partakes of Christ 
shall never hunger. 

Christ, the true bread which God sent from heaven, 
came into the world so all who partake thereof would 
receive eternal life. He has the power to meet the needs of 
every soul. • 

On the surface it seemed that the throng of followers 
- did not think any distance too long or any toil too great if 

they could only be with Christ. However, vast numbers 
soon discovered they did not have anything in common 
with Christ. 

1rritated by his teachings, the throng began to leave 
Christ. We read: "From that time many of his disciples 
went back, and walked no more with him.'' As Christ stood 
there in the shadows of the evening, he watched those 

, going from him. Turning to the 12, Christ asked, "Will ye 
also go away?" This was not a whine or complaint, but 
rather the searching inquiry of one who had a right to ask 
such a personal question. 
• To Christ's question Peter replied, "Lord, to whom shall 
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And ·we believe 
and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living 
God.'' Peter knew there was not any other to whom they 
could go. No one but Christ could meet • their needs and 
satisfy the longings of their souls. 
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Baptist Women's Group 
Elects Black President 
Representatives of the North American 
Baptist Women's Union (NABWU), 
meeting in Freeport, Bahamas, for ' the 
group's quinquennial Continental As­
sembly, elected their first black woman 
president and heard a battery of 
speakers challenge them to make their 

City, Ind., vice president; Flor~nce P/,an 'A' Changes Told 
. (Mrs. H. Norman) Korb, an Amencan . . , 
Baptist from South Dennis Mass. The Southern Baptist Conventions An­
~ecretary;. and Helen (Mrs.' Robert) , nuity B?ard has. instituted s01_ne 
Fling, promotion associate for work in changes m the basic Plan A, effective 
new areas, Southern Baptist Woman's Jan. l,_ ~978. . . . 
Missionary Union Birmingham Ala. Participants m this program should 
treasurer. ' ' ' have received notification of the 

• changes and are required to notify the 
Entry Deadline Extended Annuity Board by Nov. 15 if they 

intend to change to the new program. 
influence felt. Deadline for entries from Southern As a gen~ral rule, if the individual is 

under 40 years of age and has two 
children or less it would, in all proba­
bility, be advantageous to change to 
the new plan, according to Byrd Ison, 
Kentucky Baptist Annuity Director. 

More than 2300 women from 17 Baptist pastors in the second annual 
Baptist groups in six nations participa- award winning sermons project spon­
ted in the sixth continent-wide NAB- sored by the Baptist Sunday School 
WU, which relate,s to the Women's Board has been extended to Dec. 1. 
Department of the Baptist World Al- Outstanding sermons in five categor­
liance (BWA) . The NABWU formed in ies-evangelism, Christian growth, 
1951. doctrine,- biography and special days-

Ison stated that the biggest change 
in the new program is in retirement 
benefits. These must be weighed 
against the fact that the new plan does 
not have education and child benefits. 
Also, the wife loses the temporary' 
income benefits under the new plan. 

Marena Belle (Mrs. John W.) Wil- will be selected and later published. 
Iiams, wife of"the pastor of St. Stephen • Any Southern Baptist pastor may 
Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo., an participate. The sermons must be origi­
affiliate of the National Baptist Con- nal and have been preached before a 
vention of America, was elected presi- Southern Baptist Congregation. 
dent. Sermon . manuscripts should be sent Further inforµiation concerning this 

new proposal can be obtained by 
contacting Ison at the Kentucky Baptist 
Building, Middletown. 

Other officers . are Judith • (Mrs. to Award Winning Sermons, Baptist 
John G.) Clanton, wife of the pastor of Sunday School Board, 127 Ninth Ave., 
First General Baptist Church, Oakland N., Nashville, TN 37234. 

Wendell Rone Installed as Mid-Continent College President 

James Tharp [r), chairman of the trustees, officially 
installs Wendell H. Rone Sr. [center] as president and 
R. Charles Blair as vice president of Mid-Continent 
Baptist Bible College, Mayfield. 
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by C.R. Daley, Editor 
Wendell H. Rone Sr. was installed as president of 
Mid-Continent Baptist Bible College Oct. 28 in & service 
conducted in First . Baptist Church, Mayfield. R. Charles 
Blair was '·j,nstalled as vice president of the school in the 
same service. -

Rone, a well known Kentucky Baptist pastor before 
joining the Mid-Continent faculty several years ago, 
succeeds O. C. Markham who was· killed several months 
ago in an automobile accident. 

The installation sermon was preached by H. Franklin 
Paschall, pastor of First Baptist Church, Nashville. The 
installation ceremony was conducted by James Tharp, 
chairman of the trustees of Mid-Continent. 

The school was started as West Kentucky Baptist Bible 
Institute with first classes beginning Jan. 10, 1949 in the 
Clinton First Baptist Church. It was moved to Mayfield in 
1957. W. A. Sloan was the first full time president. 

The school is governed by a board of trustees consisting 
of two members elected by each of eight surrounding 
district associations in Kentucky and one in Illinois. 

The school maintains a- three-year institute program 
designed to provide training for older students and those • 
with previous limited training according to an Encyclopedia 
of Southern Baptists article by the late 0. C. Markham. 

The college recently moved from its old campus in 
Mayfield to a new site several miles out of Mayfield on 
Highway 45. 
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