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Where's the Action? Answer 
Directed to SBTS Students 

by Michael Duduit 

Today's skyrocketing e~rolments 
at all six Southern Baptist -Con­
vention (SBC) seminaries are 
the result of a decade-long 
movement of God at the grass­
roots level, the president .of the 
SBC said in a speech at South­
ern Seminary. 

''This is no late phenom­
enom," •said Jimmy R. Allen of 
San Antonio, Tex., ''What I 
haven't understood is why we 
didn't get ready for it . . .I fault 
us as Southern Baptists because 
we didn't recognize, perceive 
and ·respond to that as we 
should have. 

' 'We have to get the resources 

''.We have to get the resources 
and strength of our strong areas 
into the places where we're 
weak and the· challenge is 
large,'' the denominational 

·leader urged. 
All of this will involve 'retool­

ing' the minds of seminarians 
who have planned to return to 
areas of traditional Southern 
Baptist strength following their 
education. Students must be 
shown, Allen . indicated, that 
''you don't really have to wait 
til the brick church in the county 
seat town or the major residen­
tial area calls you before you 
discern a place of service." 

These new opportunities for 
service will increasingly involve 

Kentuckian Called to ·Plains 

The first section of a concrete skyway which eventually will connect 
Louisville's Kentucky Baptist Hospital, St. Anthony Hospital and 
the new Highland Medi~al Plaza Center is lifted into place with the 
help of two huge cranes. The two hospitals and the medical office 
building will form the Highlands Medical Center. By sharing certain 
facilities the hospitals plan to offer their respective patients more 
health care services while avoiding expensive duplication of 
equipment and services. 

Donald Wilson, 38 , pastor of 
Vine Run Baptist Church, Fol­
som, Ky., for three years has 
been called as pastor · of Plains 
(Ga.) Baptist Church, the home 
town church of President Jimmy 
Carter. 

A 1977 graduate of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Wilson was to preach his first 
sermon at the. church Dec. 4. 

He said he is looking forward 
to being pastor of the church 
frequented by the President, . 
now a · member of First Baptist 
Church, Washington, D. C., 
when he returns home, although 
he added, "I won't · prepare a 
sermon especially with· him· in 
mind.'' 

Wilson is filling the position 
vacated earlier this year by 
Bruce Edwards, who left the 
church after it was factionalized 
over a vote to permit black 
members and is now a pastor in 
Hawaii. 

''I think the church is · trying 
to work through this thing and 
settle back down,'' Wilson said 
of the division, which caused a 
number of members of the 
church to leave and form a 
separate · congregation, Marana­
tha Baptist Church. 

' 'Plains recently adopted a 
constitution and bylaws which 
said that anyone can present 
themselves for. membership, and 
I agree with that," he added. 

Disgusted Viewers Turn TV Off 
While broadcasters and adver- family and special moral con- don't know what to watch on a 
tisers frantically search for rea- cerns for the Christian Life regular basis. 
s_ons for recently reported sta- Commission, the Southern Bap- An editorial in the same issue 
tistical decline in homes using tist Convention agency which of Broadcasting (Nov. 28) won­
television {~UT), they should has played a major role in ders if the decline is real or a 
not ignore the fact that many of nationwide efforts to stimulate technical fluke and then asks a 
the nation's viewers are dis- better programing and protest question which Hollis considers 
gusted with offensive television· exploitation of violence. important. 
programing. An average decline of three "We hope it is the latter (a 

· That observation comes from percent in the number of homes fluke),". the editorial says, "but 
Harry N. Hollis Jr., director of using television, shown by both the evidence suggests other-

Chicago Group 
Elects Black 

Nielson and Arbitron ratings, wise. . . While waiting for the 
has caused a furor in the indus- definitive word, we suggest that 
try which Broadcasting Maga- broadcasters - and especially 
zine says "may be without equal broadcast programmers - as­
in recent TV history." It has sume for a moment the decline 
flustered both broadcasters, who is real. 

A .Harvey, Ill . Baptist minister, produce programing; and adver- "The question then becomes, 
who is the grandson of a slave, tisers, who must make decisions why did it happen? Addressing 
was recently elected -moderator on expenditure of millions of that question can be profitable. 
of the Chicago-Metropolitan dollars in advertising funds. All Time spent trying to make pro­
Baptist Association at the organ- wait anxiously for further an- graming better suit the needs 
ization's 25th annual meeting. alysis of the situation. and wishes of the audience is 

Herbert L. Holmes, pastor of Broadcasting quotes some in- · never wasted- not even if done 
Universal Baptist Church, is the dustry sources as believing the on the assumption that every­
first black moderator of a focal decline resulted from a statis- body hopes will be proved 
association affiliated with the tical measurement fluke and is wrong.'' 
Illinois Baptist State Association, not real, while others blame Hollis, reflecting on the issue, 
a Southern Baptist body. "stunting" for the loss. "Stunt- said, "The decline in homes 

Chicago Association has 11 ing- the practice of infusing using television may be due to 
predominantly black churches special programing and mini- several factors; it's a complex 
among more than 90 churches in series into viewing hours, is issue. But I think the editorial in 
its fellowship. said. to confuse viewers, who Broadcasting hints at a point we 

and a host of other groups 
across the country have been 
making all along - television 
needs better programing. It has 
too much morally objectionable 
exploitation of sex and violence. 
That turns many viewers off. 

''Certainly one cause for _the 
decline is the unappealing com­
bination of mediocrity and im­
morality which is found in so 
many current television shows. 
When will the networks finally 
tune in to the American peo­
ple?" Hollis asked. 

"What millions of viewers 
want is programing that is mor­
ally responsible," he continued. 
"The solution to this decline in 
HUT is not better statistical 
techniques but better moral con­
tent in programs. The solution 
lies within the industry itself." 

Meanwhile advertising and 
television executives are await­
ing additional surveying which 
they hope will prove October 
data of Nielson and Arbitron in 
error. Nielson puts the declines 
at roughly 1.2 million daytime 
viewers_ and a quarter of · a 
million at night since a year 
ago. 

bi-vocational ministry (in which · 
the pastor of a·.church also holds 
a secular occupation), Allen ex­
plained. Over 9000 ministers of 
SBC churches (out of over 35-
000 churches) are bi-vocational, 
and he thinks the attitude of the 
denomination toward such roles 
must be changed. 

"So what we need to do now 
as a denomination is to say to 
the seminarian: the fact that you 
ha~e a graduate degree in theol­
ogy doesn't mean that there is 
some neat place for you already 
carved out,'' he explained. 
"There are places for you to go 
in a pioneering fashion. You 
may have to make a living, like 
as a tentmaker. Paul wasn't too 
good to do it .. . you may do it. 

"But we're going to be glad 
about that . We're not going. to 
be ashamed of it and tell you 
you've failed. We're going to be 
proud· of you and tell you that's 
where the actie1n is . ''. 

Smith in Who's Who 

T. Frank Smith, former associate 
in the Sunday School Depart­
ment, Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion, . has been listed in the 
second edition of Who's Who in 
Religion, recently released. 

Smith, a native of Sturgis, 
served in Middletown 1970-73 
before joining the Baptist Sun­
day School Board staff in Nash- _ 
ville. He is now . growth consul­
t~t in the board's Sunday 
School Department. 

Earlier he pastored Woodland 
Baptist Church, Ohio Valley As­
sociation, and Cox's Creek Bap­
tist Church, Nelson Association. 

If You 're Going 
To Cedarmore, 
Stop Before Boone 

Cedarmore Baptist Assem­
bly offices have been moved 
from Boone Lodge to the 
house just inside the gate, 
formerly home of the man­
ager. 

,Guests coming to Cedar­
more are requested to check 

. in at the new registration 
desk instead of coming di­
rectly to the lodge as previ­
ously. 

Frank A. Heberlein, man­
ager, explained, "Guests 
and visitors coming to Ce­
darmore for the first time 
have been known to drive 
around the grounds, -not 
find the office, and return 
home. This move will also 
help us control deliveries 
and undesirable _traffic an.d . 
allow more housing space in 
_Boone Lodge." 



A Rich Church 
That Is Poor 
Churches like persons have reputations. They gain 
their reputations by the characteristics they demon­
strate. This is nothing new. Many of the New Testa­
ment churches had reputations, some good and some 
not so good. · 

The church at Rome was known worldwide for its 
faith, said Paul. The great missionary church at 
Antioch in Syria will forever be remembered as the 
congregation where believers were first called 
Christians. 

Seven churches in Asia were immortalized by 
Christ who characterized them in messages to them 
through John the revelator. Ephesus was known as 
the church which had lost its first love, Pergamun as 
the church dwelling where Satan's throne was, 
Thyratira as the church dominated by an immoral 
woman, Sardis as the church with a reputation of 
being alive but which was actually dead, Philadelphia 
as the church of brotherly love and Laodicea as the 
church whose lukewarmness made Christ nauseated. 

The remaining Asian church characterized by 
Christ in Revelation was Smyrna which was said to be 
poor but rich. This congregation apparently was poor 
in material things but rich in spiritual matters . What 
a wonderful reputation! 

The Smyrna church came to my mind recently 
when I saw the 1978 budget adopted by a strong 
Southern Baptist congregation. It came to mind not 
because the Southern Baptist church is like it but so 
unlike it. Indeed this Baptist church could be said to 
be rich but poor_.:rich in material resources but poor 
in spiritual traits. 

There are many ways to judge a church. One of 
the chief criteria used to measure a church today is 
its income but there is a more revealing standard by 
which to judge a c urch. This is the way it spends its 
income. 

The spiritual poverty of the Southern Baptist 
church referred to above is seen in the following 
~alysis of its 1978 anticipated income and expendi­
tures. 

. The church· income projected for 1978 is almost a 
.quarter million dollars. All but about $50,000 or 20% 
of the quarter million dollars will remain in the . local 
church. 

Twice as much will be used for local operating 
expenses as for total mission expenditures and 
mission expenditures include the Cooperative Pro-

. gnim;- the special mission offerings, local and associa- · 
tional missions, a mission tour of the youth group and 
other activities. 

The Cooperative Program will receive only about 
6% of the total church income. 

. For_ ~af(sajajes l!J!.d frin_g_e b~fi.ts such as 
social security, health insurance, retirement. and 
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Daley Observations 
, allowance for housing and travel three times as much 
, will be spent as for all missioq causes and seven 
times as much as for world missions through the 
Cooperative Program. 

One and one-third as much will be spent for debt 
retirement as for all mission causes. (More is spent 
by Southern Baptist chui:ches each year fo:1; interest 
on church indebtedness than the total giving by all 
churches through the Cooperative Program.) 

, Now for another statistic that is truly revealing. 
This church plans to spend for its families only one-

. tenth as much for the state paper which highlights 
Southern Baptist world outreach as it will spend for 
the church mailout wlµch highlights the local church 
activities. 

Jesus said it in the Sermon on the Mount and 
churches as well as individuals have been proving it 
ever since. "For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also" (Matt. 6:21). 

. Fairness requires that all churches not be judged 
by the same criteria. Special circumstances and con­
ditions under which a church ministers must be taken 
into consideration before passing judgment on its 
spending policies. For example, if the church whose 
planned expenditures are analyzed above were 
IJ).inistering in an inner city area, there would be 
justification for using more of its resources locally. 
This is not the case in this instance nor is it the case 
with too many other self-centered Baptist churches. 

It is true that every church will be remembered 
for something. It may be remembered as a rich 
church owning several acres of land with a million 
or more dollars' worth of buildings and a record 
payroll but a poor church when it comes to giving for 
world outreach. Or it may be remembered as a poor 
church financially but a rich church in the proportion 
giving for world evangelization 

It is reasonable to assume that if Christ knew and 
judged the seven first century churches of Asia, he 
will judge churches who claim to be his today. And 
woe to those of whom he says, "you are rich in 
receiving but poor in giving. '' 

Are You Really A 
Missionary Baptist? 
Southern Baptists ought to be the most missionary 
people on earth. Those of us growing up in Baptist 
churches have been blitzed with missionary education 
and challenge from the pulpit, in Sunday school 
classe.s and in youth and adult missionary organiza­
tions as far back as we can remember. 

But are Southern Baptists really missionary? We 'll 

Baptist Forum 
ROOM FOR CORRECTIONAL LOVE 

The responses to the action of South District Associa­
tion concerning Beech Fork Church in the Recorder 
this week reminds 'me of the disturbance· among 
Kentucky Baptists when one of our Baptist colleges 
elected a man of another denomination as president. 
The emotional upheavel was great. At the annual 
meeting of the General Association, at Murray, the 
association voted to withhold funds from the college 
until they had corrected the error. The amount of 
money alloted to this college was held in hand by the 
association. A few years later I was a member of the 
executive committee when the college corrected the 

· mistake. They had secured a man to be president 
who was a Baptist. The executive committee at the 
direction of the General Association relea~ed the 
money impounded and. sent it to the college. I , 
received letters and verbal criticism for .having a part 
in releasing the funds to the college. However, that 
college today is stronger by far than it was at the 
time they elected an alien as president. The General 
Association of Kentucky Baptists did not hate the 
-:ollege, it extended correctional love. · 

So it is with the South District Association. The 

know before long .because the doors to personal mis­
sionary involvement have been thrown wide open to 
every Southern Baptist. 
· There has been a widespread feeling that we ·have 
a huge reservoir of people in our churches who would 
be missionaries if only they could qualify. The day 
has come to determine whether or not this is true 
because there are now places 'and ways t'o serve· as 
missionaries that do not demand the stringent quali­
fications required for career missionaries. 

The concept of volunteer missionaries for short 
term service is truly exciting. It is not entirely new 
but it has been greatly enhanced by the concept of 
Mission Service Corps. 

Let us clarify what we mean by volunteer mis­
sionaries as distinguished from the missionaries we 
have customarily thought of and prayed for. The basic 
thrust of the Southern Baptist missionary enterprise 
has been career missionaries who are trained to 
spend their lives as missionaries. Volunteer mission­
aries, on the other hand, supplement or help career 
missionaries on a short term basis. They already have 
the special skills needed and therefore do not have to 
go through long orientation in preparation for serving. 

Moreover as volunteers they do not go on the 
payrolls of mission boards. They either support them­
selves or are sponsored by friends or fellow church 
members. In this way they do not cut into the 
resources used for career missionaries. 

The list of needed workers in the United States 
and abroad is almost endless. Mission fields need the 
same services as any community so don't count your­
self out because you think only religious workers are 
needed. Carpenters, typists, teachers, nurses, doc­
tors, dentists are but a few of those needed. 

Hundreds of Kentucky Baptists reading these 
words feel some inner urge to be one of the 5000 
short term missionaries needed. Why not follow your 
feelings? Here's how to do it. 

Make your availability known by filling out and 
mailing the form printed below. It could be the 
beginning of a whole new dimension of life and the 
transformation of a missionary Baptist into a Baptist 
missionary. 

Send Me Information on 
MISSION SERVICE CORPS 
I want to have a personal part in Bold Missions through the new 

· Mission Service Corps. Please send me (check appropriate 

boxes): O MSC Volunteer Application Form 
D MSC Sponsor Commitment Form 
D Additional Information 

Mail this form today to: Mission Service Corps 
P.O. Box 7203 
Atlanta, Ga 30309 

Beech Fork Church can go on its way; no one forbids 
it to do whatever it chooses, but it is just one church 
and no one church can set the pace for the churches 
of an association. It is the privilege of Beech Fork to 
do as it pleases, also the churches of South District 
Association can and will do as they feel the Bible 
leads them. 

I did not read about any fight at the associational 
meeting, it was an orderly prayerful decision. My 
opinion is that too many Baptist preachers and 
laymen feel that if you do not agree with me, you 
hate me. The greatest evidence of Christian love is 
based upon and directed by the word of God. God's 
word comes first, discipline is love in action. The 
South District Association has said we believe your 
practice is not according to the teaching of the 
scripture, therefore we cannot condone your practice. 
We must ask you to retire from our midst, but the 
door is not closed, you may come back _when you 
have considered what you have done, and want to 
return to the place you had. I feel when time has 
elapsed and wiser leadership has arisen the door will 

· be reentered. 
R. B. Hooks Sr. 
Bowling Green 



Christian Yellow Pages 
by John Roberts 

Watch out for the. "born again yellow pages." This is a directory 
of businesses owned or operated by born again Christians. Such 
publications are cropping up in California, Florida and various othe: 
parts of the nation. Advance work is being done on such a director) 
in South Carolina. The purpose of its publishers is to encourage 
born again Christians to do business only with each other to the 
exclusion of unbelievers , Jews and those of other religions . 

At first glance this may seem a good idea, a means of drawing 
together in a close Christian fellowship of mutual assistance. But 
it fosters an exclusiveness and withdrawal from the world, in direct 
contrast to Jesus' teaching. He urged his followers to go into all 
the world preaching the gospel and making converts of all people. 
He admonished them not to isolate themselves.on the mountaintop 
but to work in the valley. 

There are at least three good reasons for Christians to continue 
their buying and selling without regard to the religion of their 
partner in commerce. By ·being a principal source of communication, 
a Christian ' s business activities can provide his main opportunity 
for witness. Establishing an exclusive directory would be an open 
invitation to other groups to form similar organizations. It would 
compound factionalism to the detriment of a free society. Already 
in California the Ku Klux Klan has prepared its own ''yellow 
pages" in responses to the " Christian directory." The Christian 
witness would be seriously marred by the religious snobbery of 
cutting others out. It is incumbent on every Christian to share his 
faith. This can be done only as we associate freely with all people. 

:z~~ 
~~ 

"Reach Out to Serve" is theme of the 1977 Student Day at Christmas sponsored by the Baptist 
Sunday School Board. Students in home communities and those away at college will again be 
recognized. 

Golden Gate 
Elects Hendricks 

$34,000,000 
Bold Goal 

William L. Hendricks, veteran 
Southern Baptist seminary pro­
fessor, has been elected profes­
sor of theology and Christian 
philosophy at Golden Gate Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif. 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
for Foreign Missions 

Hendricks will assume duties 
Aug. 1 , 1978 after completing 
the school year at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Ft. Worth , Tex. , where he has 
been on the faculty for 20 years. 

Baptists Get Money's Worth Through 
RadiQ-TV Commission Programing 

by Bonita Sparrow 

In a day of rising consumer 
prices, "Getting your money's 

. worth'' becomes more than an 
advertising slogan. It becomes 
an absolute necessity. 

And Kentucky Baptists, 
helped by such radio stations as 
Louisville's W AKY and WINN 
and Lexington's WVLK, are get­
ting their . money's • worth from 
state Baptist gifts to the Co­
operative Program. 

If that's confusing, read on. 
During fiscal year 1976-77 the 

Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission's share 
of money given by Kentucky 
Baptists to the Cooperative Pro­
gram was $121,424.12. 

The Radio and Television 
Commission put that money to 
use by producing and syndi­
cating radio and television pro­
grams for public service time. 

Those programs aired across 
Kentucky on five television and 
110. radio stations. And when 
the total cost of the time was 
tallied, these 115 outlets had 
given Baptists something like 
$317,000 in free air time. 

That means the Radio and 

Television Commission took 
money given by Kentucky Bap­
tists and parlayed it into a 
return valued at nearly three 
times, the original investment. 

But that's only part of the 
story. 

During fiscal year 1976-77 
Baptist programing was seen or 
heard on 3,124 radio and tele­
vision stations across the coun­
try. Free time given by those 
stations amounted to $10,610,-
250. And when the cost of free 
time given commission programs 
by the three networks is com­

. puted, the additional $750,000 
brings the total cost of time 
given Baptists by the broad­
casting industry to $11,250,000. 

Utah, where Baptists are in­
volved in pioneer mission ef­
forts , commission programs of­
ten break new ground for the 
denomination . '' 

In Nevada, for example, one 
television station and nine radio 
stations carry Radio-TV Com­
mission programs to the tune of 
$39,750 worth of free time. 

The $11 ,250,000 figure is an 
increase over last year's total of 
nearly $10 million free time, 
Stevens said. That figure is 
quite a contrast to free time 
given Baptists in the commis­
sion's early days. 

"In 1941 'The Baptist Hour' 
was broadcast on 1 7 radio sta­
tions and we were given approx­
imately $10,000 worth of air . 
time, '' he recalled. 

It took 30 years for the figure 
to pass the $5 million mark. In 
five more years the commission 
had doubled that mark to $10 

· .. ·· That $11 million plus figure, 
· compared to the $2 ,709,186 
given the commission from the 
Cooperative Program, represents 
a return nearly five times as 
large as the original investment. million. 

·. Commission-produced pro- ' 'But, more than $11 million 
grams represent Baptists in worth of free time or not, we 
some states where there are no don't count the results of our 
Baptist conventions and little work by money," Stevens said. 
Baptist work," said Paul M. "We count our results in the 
Stevens Radio-TV Commission lives of people who tell us they 
preside~t. . , have been touched by somet~in~ 

" fu states like Nevada and we have presented · on the air. 

More Soap Sponsors 

Solar Nutritionals 
(Slimfast Protein Diet Drink) 
Thompson Medical Company, Inc. 
919 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
David Miller, Vice President 
(212) 688-4420 

Alberto VO 5 
2525 Armitage A venue 
Melrose Park, IL 60160 
Leonard H. Lavin , Chairman 
(312) 531-2000 

Columbia Pictures 
(" Bobby Deerfield," " Close Encounters " ) 
711 Fift4 Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
Leo Jaffe, President 
(212) _751-4400 

Jean Nate , Inc. 
40 West 57th Street 
New York, NY 10019 
Martin Schmidt, President 
(212) 489-4500 

Slim-Fast Protein Diet Drink 
(Solar Nutritionals) 
Thompson Medical Company, Inc . 
919 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Davi!f Miller, Vice President 
(212) 688-4420 

Mr. Coffee 
North American Systems, Inc. 
24700 Miles Road 
Bedford Heights, OH 44146 

Vincent Marotta, President 
(216) 464-4000 · 

Universal Pictures 
(" Heroes") 
100 Universal City Plaza 
Universal City, CA 91608 

Henry H. Martin, President 
(213) 985-4321 

Static Guard 
Alberto-Culver Company 
2525 Armitage Avenue 
Melrose Park, IL 60160 
Leonard H. Lavin, Chairman 
(312) 531-2000 

Pollenex 
Associated Mills , Inc . 
209 South Jefferson Street 
Chicago, IL 60606 

Richard Stern, President 
(312) 236-6221 
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Christmas Is .a Special Time for .Benjo 

bration and a time for fellow- He also feels that too much 
· ship . Even the Moslems cele- money is spent at Christmas 

Dreaming of snow and cold isn' t brate Christmas, Benjo exclairn·s . and by doing this we are depriv­
what Benjo sees when he thinks He tells of the excitement the • ing our young people of the real 
of the Christmas season. Benjo whole community feels as story of Jesus at Christmas . 
dreams of warm, white sand· Christmas approaches and re-
and a clear blue sky and people members the massive food pre- But as he speaks of Jesus the 
in light and gaily colored clothes paration that takes place . Fami- light comes back into his eyes 
celebrating the birth of Christ. lies will save a cow all year long and the beautiful smile appears 

With his bright, warm smile so that they will be able to have as if it has always been there. 
that he ' bestows on everyone beef for themselves and friends He tells of friends in Nashville 
with .a great deal of generosity at the Christmas season. And it with whom he will be ,spending 
there is no doubt that Benjo is also important to have a new . Christmas and how he is looking 
Benjamin Agbatse's face knows outfit to -wear, so sewing for forward to it. 

by Virginia Flanagan 

that Jesus is in his heart and he Christmas goes on months be- And even though his dream of 
shares that fact with all his · fore the Christmas season. a dry, warm Christmas will be 
fellow students at Campbellsville When Christmas finally ar- replaced with a cold, white 
College. But the smile fades rives Benjo tells how the whole Christmas, in reality it · is a 
somewhat and the eyes that Christian community goes to the positive fact that Benjo Benjamin 
sparkle so brightly become in- church and stays until midnight. Agbatse will have Jesus with 
tense and serious when he talks As he tells of the programs and him to celebrate. 

Kentuc~y Baptist 

Traditions Add Meaning to Season 

of Christmas and what it means 
to him. 

Benjo is from Zaria, Nigeria 
and is a junior at Campbells-

. ville. The 22-year-old youth is 
majoring in . business adminis­
tration with the hope of becom­
ing a Baptist hospital adminis­
trator in Nigeria. He is working 
tow~d graduate school and then 
back to Nigeria to serve his Lord 
and his people. To do this, 
Benjo · is having to spend many 
years away from home and 
Christmas is a time he misses 
home acutely. 

Even though raised by a mis­
sionary family in Nigeria Benjo 
still has ties with his family. At 
Christmastime there are the 
special events and feelings that 
families and friends experience 
in Nigeria that Benjo misses 
here . 

With his hands filling the 
space around him with exciting 
m ovements . Benjo describes 
Christmas in Nigeria as a cele-

. events you begin io notfoe a 
sens~ of sadness and longing 
that is creeping into his face 
and the tone of his voice. 

He goes on to describe Christ­
mas morning and how everyone 
comes back to the church and 
stays all morning to hear the 
pastor tell the Christmas story 
and of God's love . At the close 
of the service, .they have a 
Christmas feast and then return 
to visit friends and family to 
exchange gifts. 

',y Suzanne Darland home, " he says. " Some will be 
gone from the time school's out 
till Jan. 4. Others will only be 
gone two or three days. But 
everyone has a place to stay at 
some time during Christmas." 

Christmas brings thoughts of Christmas preparations at 
homecomings , caroling and fam- Glen Dale and Spring Meadows 
ilies gathered around the tree. begin early. 
Smells make Christmas come Each child makes a list of 
alive-pine needles, fresh-baked things he would like to receive. 
cookies and turkey dinner. Each These lists are shared with 
family has special traditions- interested groups around the 
reading the Christmas story to- state . Churches, WMU groups , 
gether and lighting candles- Acteens and sometimes individ­
that combine to make the Christ- uals have indicated a desire to 
mas season one of joy and love. help provide Christmas gifts. 

For young people at the Ken- "This way, everyone knows 
tucky Baptist children 's homes , exactly what gift the child has in 
Glen Dale and Spring Meadows, mind, " says director Holder- much." 
Christmas is different. man. The young people are involved 

But in many ways it ' s not so He says that other groups in other preparations, too. At 
different. help provide nuts, candy and . Glen Dale , some of the older 

One of the important things , . Christmas decorations. boys in the work program cut 
says Glen Dale's director Harold "They really look forward to cedar trees from a nearby farm 
Holderman, is that each child these gifts," says Spring Mea- -one for each cottage and the 
has a "family" to be with at dow's Christian education direc- main dining hall. Each cottage 
some time during the Christmas tor, Brenda Johnson. Most of at Spring Meadows has its own 
holidays. the gifts the kids get for Christ- tree as well, plus one for the 

''Some member of their family mas are received here-they activities building. Every cottage 
may invite them· for a few days . , come from the churches. Their decorates its own. tree with 
Or a local family opens ·their parents aren't able to provide strings of popcorn and st_ore-

At this point Benjo is deadly · 
serious as he relates how he , . 
sees the ·Christmas spirit in the , 
United States. 

" You don 't trust each other _=· ' 
enough to give of yourselves , ' ' ' , · 
he accuses . · 

In Nigeria Benjo says Christ- , 
mas is a time when Christians · 
witness to friends who are not ,. · 
Christians in a very special way. '· · 
It is a time when there is im- : . 
portant .and special worship in ·, .. 
the church. · 

CAMPBELLSVILLE ACTIVITIES 
» 
,t 

Several activities have been planned for the Christmas season 
at Campbellsville College. 

On Dec. 9 the BSU will sponsor a Christmas party. 
President and Mrs. W. R. Davenport will also host a party for 
the college faculty and staff at their home. 

A student Christmas party will be held the following day, 
Dec. 10, at the president ' s home from 1-5 and 7-10 p.m. 

An annual Holy Land tour will begin with departure 
· Dec. 27. Jan. 4 is the return date. 

I. DECEMBER 7, 1977 
.. WESTERN-RECORDER 

l 

2000 years ago. 



!> 
·:r 

~,," ;' 

Christmas in a College Town 
Provides Lasting Memories 

For many, some of the fondest their schedules for the hanging 
and most cherished memories of the greens and the koinonia 
they have result from the years Christmas service. The A Cap­
spent in college. . ~Ila Christmas concert and the 

Though the pangs of uncer- oratorio chorus' presentation of 
tainty that have characterized The Messiah continue to be 
each freshman who has ever important parts of December's 
worn a beanie seem now far activities here. 
removed, they were very real As in the past, members of 
once upon a time. Memories of the faculty and staff annually 
the indescribable torture of ask- yield to the demands of the 
ing that sophisticated sophomore weather and put aside their 
for a date· or explaining to a "professional dignity" for a 
revered history professor rea-· night of serenading delighted 
sons why yesterday's assign- students in each dormitory. 
ment was missed seem dim as The president's open house, 

The Georgetown A cappella choir Christmas concert highlights the holiday season. 

. time passes. The crush of losing held each year just before stu­
that long-awaited hom~ming dents l~ave for home; puts the 
game· or the . thrill of winning a final touch on Georgetown's 
student government office both Christmas celebration. Planned 
seem so distant today. not only for members of the 

Still, there are other memories college family, the reception has 
that Unger expecially near. As always been attended by many 
parts of our experiences in col- outside_ the college community. 
lege begin to blur thoughts of Without exception sometime 
the Christmas season at a· small during the day-long open house 

At Glen Dale and Spring Meadows 
school like Georgetown have several people will be heard 
been assigned to a special place saying something like; "There's . 
in our minds. something special about Christ-

bought as well as handmade 
ornaments. 

At Glen Dale, each child's 
room is decorated for Christmas, 
while at Spring Meadows, a 
contest is held for the best- · 
decorated front porch. The 

Christmas is the holiday af mas in a college town. Because 
Christian colleges like George- of Georgetown College ou.r 

Spring Meadows Auxiliary de- dessert to be eaten when resi- town. The spirit of the season Christmases are richer and our 
cides on . a theme, such as dents return to their cottage. has always been felt early and memories brighter." 
"songs of Christmas," and pro- Gifts are Qpened and Mr. and enjoyed to the fullest. During No one will deny that Christ-
vides cash prizes for the winning ·Mrs. Santa visit. · · this season Georgetonians some- mas holds an abundance of 
cottage. At Spring Meadows, ''This is a professional couple how find the time to readjust blessings for all who celebrate : 
too, the young people have a living in Ohio County who do- their schedules enough to not ; the birth of Jesus. For those of · 
decorating party for the Dicksie · nate their services to us,'' says 
Delph Activities Building where i Holderman. , 'They're a Baptist only make room for term papers, .. us fortunate enough to have 

book reports, committee meet- attended a Christian · college 
they trim the tree as well as the family, and they've been coming ings and basketball games but recollections of the season dur-
room. Some of the girls · (and to the campus at Christmastime for tree trimming parties, sere- ·ing our days as undergraduates 
guys, too) make ·Christmas for years." nade practice· and Christma~ take on a special glow. 
cookies and refreshments for Spring Meadows' Mrs. John- shopping as well. 
this annual party. son says that their "Christmas Even before Thanksgiving by Robin.Oldham 

Young people on both cam- experience'' is held several people begin to make room in 
puses go caroling-sometimes nights after their banquet. Each · 
from cottage to cottage, some- · cottage group · reads the Christ- --------------------------
times in the community. . mas story together before open- GEORGETOWN EVENTS --

The big highlight of the sea- ing their gifts. It's traditional. 
son at both campuses is the She says that many of the young 
Christmas banquet, held around people save money· to buy gifts 
the second week of December. for each other and the house­
The attire is formal, with dinner parents as well as receiving the 
by candlelight and an entertain- ones they requested. 
ment program. "They stuff "They look forward to both 
themselves," director Holder- · Christmases," says Mrs. John­
man asserts. son. A Christmas at the chil-

Glen Dale residents are not dren's home and one at home 

Dec. 7 
Dec. 8 
Dec. 9 

Dec. 11 
Dec: 12 

Dec. 13 

Koinonia Christmas Service 
· A cappella Choir Concert 
Knight Hall and President's House 

Parties · 
Oratorio Chorus Concert-The Messiah 
Faculty Christmas Caroling 
Dan-Til Singers 
Gifts for Jesus 
President's Open House 

Christmas . 

served dessert at their banquet. are each special in their own ._ ________________________ _ 

Each cottage chooses its favorite way. 

Clear Creek's Christmas Claim to Fame 
Is Turkey in Every Student's Stocking_ 

by K. Maynard Head 

To just about everybody, the 
Christmas season is a very 
special time. Friends send greet­
ings, families get together and 
gifts are exchanged. 

Students at Clear Creek Bap­
tist School, Pineville, view 
Christmas as a joyous season of 
the year; but for some there is a 
tinge of sadness in the ,holidays. 

Most students at this theo­
logical school for adults have 
left homes, families, friends and 
churches to travel long distances 
to attend classes here. For some 
it is a first time experience to be 
away from home and relatives. 
The transition from the business 
world to that of a student is 
extremely difficult. 

That is one reason the annual 
Christmas turkey project was 
begun. 

The late Donald Burnett be­
gan it in 1966 because of his 
deep interest iii. the well being 
of students. A student himself, 

Burnett realized the financial- been for the turkey given us by 
strain students are under and ~he alumni we wouldn't have 
determined he would do some- had a very good Christmas 
thing about it. Until his untimely dinner. We appreciate the 
death in 1969 he spearheaded a thoughtfulness of alumni and 
drive to purchase a · turkey at friends of · Clear Creek who 
Christmas for each Clear Creek helped us . the three years we 
student family. _ attended school. Now that we 

The project was adopted by are alumni we plan to help with 
Bill Whittaker, Burnett's close the Christmas turkey project." 
friend. Whittaker, pastor of First This year, near Christmas, a 
Baptist Church, Murray, recruits turkey, food and a small cash 
former students and friends of gift will be distributed to each 
Clear Creek who now contribute student family at the Pineville 
over $3000 annually to support theological school because of the 
the project. interest of hundreds of alumni 

In 1974 something special was in several states who make this · 
added by alumni and churches event possible. 
contributing extra money for the 
project. "We added a small 
cash gift and a bag of food 
items so the families receiving 
the turkey could have a happier 
Christmas,'' said Whittaker. 

A former student stated, 
"When we were students at 
Clear · Creek one year we were 
not financially able to go home 
for Christmas and if it hadn't 

The Randy Stallings family is 
among recipients of Clear Creek· 
Baptist School's alumni turkey 
project. Stallings completes the 
three-year program in May. 
[1-r]: Darlene, Randy Jr., April, 

1 

Randy. 
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Mountains to the Mississippi 
------------------------------------------------

Gov. Appoints Amos 
William E. Amos, executive di­
rector of the Kentucky Baptist • 
child care program, was recently 
appointed by Gov. Julian Carrol 
to the Council for Social Ser, 
vices. The appointment is for a 
two-year term. ' 

The Council for $ocial Ser­
vices serves as · an advisory 

~~~~e~0 a!~eu?:t:,:~~"!e~;:! · ~:::===~-==- -~=. 
Hu.man Resources. Through this 
public adtj.sory council the state 
receives recommendations for " 
improving social services to the 
people of Kentucky. 

~· .... :'.,,.;;. .'...__,J..· 

. 1-( 

.......... ~ •• • • r- . . .. "' •• : • "'.: ~ .. _ 

P.E. Taylor Cited 
On 50th A~niversary 
Madison Avenue Baptist Church, 
Covington, observed the 5oth 
anniversary of the ordination of 
pastor emeritus P. E. Taylor 
Oct. 16. 

At the evening service Taylor 
spoke on ' 'The Short Story of 
Life. ,, . Among those present 
were Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Snow, the first couple he mar­
ried when his ministry began at 
Madison Avenue in 1948. Also 
present were his daughter Jane, 
her husband, Gerard Howell, 
pastor of Buck Run Baptist cash gifts , as well as interesting 
Church, Frankfort, and their two · articles indicative of events in 
daughters, Ansley and Anita. his ministry . 

Following the service a recep- Taylor was pastor of Madison 
tion was held in the social hall. Avenue for 24 years , until _ his 
He and Mrs. Taylor were sur- retirement in 1972. 
prised with a money tree laden The present pastor is Ernest _ 
with 50 silver dollars and other Carpenter . 

Gentry: Reme~bered 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, · _ Firs"t Baptist Church, Cannonsburg, recently celebrated homecoming _ 
Shepherdsville, passed a r.esolu- with a note burning signifying the end of indebtedness on this 
tion honoring the late Waldo building after 9 years 8 months. Cecil R. Fultz Sr., pastor for eight 
Gentry, who served 30 years as years, has since resigned to accept the pastorate of Midway Baptist 
deacon and 43 years as church Church, New Tazewell, Tenn. 
musician. Gentry died Nov. 1. 

Central Successful local Baptist church. Inquires 
should be directed to Hovde at 
800 Isabella, Houston, TX 77002. Revivals Central Baptist Church, Win­

chester, observed a "Together 
We Build" emphasis Oct. 27. 
The effort was highly successful 

Grace Lauds Wilburn 
On 10th Anniversary 

0 'Brian at London -with Sunday school attendance 
at 702 and $30,000 in offering. West London Baptist Church, 

London, held a recent revival 
with Larry O'Brian as evangelist 
and David Lundy as music di- -
rector. The evangelistic efforts 
brought five additions by bap­
tism, six by letter and many 
rededications. The interim pas­
to s Itooe n '"l!i. Ba,em.~ ----

Care to Counsel? 

Ronald Wilburn, minister- of 
music at Grace Baptist Church, 
Lexington, was honored at a 
reception on completion of 10 
years of music ministry. A check 

Howard Hovde, former assistant was p:ces~nted to him by the 

105 Decisions Told 
Gethsemane Baptist .Church , 
-Louisville, end~d revival Oct. 31 
-Nov. 6 with 105 decisions, 35 
of these professions of faith. Joe 
Mobley, London, Ky.·, was 
evangelist. Wes Roy, Covington, 
was song evangelist . Hayward 
R. Casey __isp~r. 

astor at Crescent Hill Baptist membership toward the pur­
Church and pastor of Beechwood chase of a color television. 
Baptist Church, both in Louis Wilburn was also recognized 
ville , is. now director of th, and presented with a tenure pin 
Center for Counseling, sponsore1 at the state Baptist music as­
hy Union Baptist Association, sociation banquet at Erlanger 
Houston, Tex. Hovde is seeking Baptist Church Nov. 14 for 10 
highly trained counselors to join years of continuous music ser­
his staff • and invites applicants vice in the same church under 
who have an earned doctorate, the saine pastor, Joseph R. 
experience in supervision in in- Tackett. Several other music 
dividual and family counseling men received a similar . recog­
and who_ are participating in a nition. 

CONFUSION 

Frank 
It seems to me that the day we live in, of all 
the days that I have ~ver lived through, is 
one marked by negative criticism, rejection, 
denunciation and change. Less thought seems 
given to wise change than to denunciation 
and 'rejection. More noise seems to be made 
about tearing something down than about 
building things up. The great need is for 
something positive to endorse and embrace, 
something that human strength and zeal may 
proclaim and uphold. . . faith rather than 
unfaith. 

Negative criticism has become so in vogue 
that we who indulge in it sometimes forget 
who are our friends, both as to people and 
nations and institutions. In our confusion we 
tum on friends as well as foes. 

I am reminded of the man standing on the 
street comer talking to his two dearest 
friends. A careless driver passed by and hit a 
water hole at the curb. He was splattered 
from head to foot . He had on his ' 'best bit 
and tucker'' and it was ruined. In mad fury 
and confusion he whirled _ upo_!! his two 
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friends and said, ''Did you two low down 
skunks -see what that gentleman just did to 
me?" 

In sometimes similar confusion we hurl our 
criti~isms at the institutions, the agencies, 
the governments and the people of society 
who have been our best friends, extoling and 
upholding thereby ·sometimes humanity's 
worst enemies. 

Someone had better keep calm and steady. 
A goodly number of God's level · heads had 
better walk straight, guard their words and 
deeds carefully, hold steady hands at the 
wheel and be around to gather up the pieces · 
and put together some order of things when 
this volatile mood has passed from American 
life. 

Ours has been an activist age- " action," 
" action" is the cry. Well, we do need lots of 
action but we also need stability. A ship 
must have both power and rudder. ' 'I press 
on ... " (Phil. 3:14). " Let your moderation 
be known to all men " (Phil. 4:5) . 

Bellevue Baptist Church, Owensboro, dedicated its new hexagonal 
sanctuary Oct. 30. Franklin Owen, ~C executive secretary-treas­
urer, was speaker; The new sanctuary seats approximately 546. 
Henry W . Sc~afer is pastor. 

Ordinations 
Coleman New Pastoi;- . Gene Robinson and Bill Wag­

gener. A fifth man, Connie 
Hom, who had previously been 
ordained in another Baptist 
church, was recognized and 
honored with the other four. 
Richard Harris, pastor, was 
moderator and delivered the 
ordination message . Fifteen or­
dained pastors and deacons from 
area churches constituted the 
ordination council. 

Danny Coleman was ordained to 
the ministry by Donaldson Bap­
tist Church, Princeton, Sept . 25. 
He has been called as pastor of 
Quinn Baptist Church, Caldwell­
Lyon Association. H. G. Sullivan 

1 is Donaldson pastor. 

Central Tap~ Two 
Central Baptist Church, Corbin 
ordained Benjamin K. Davis and Hanshaw to Preach 
Melvin Yount as deacons Oct. 
30. Pastor Ray Cummins pre- · Cane Run Baptist Church Lex­
sented each deacQn with a New ington, ordained William' Han- _ 
Testament and copies of two shaw to the ministry Nov. 27. 
books. He is a student at Clear Creek 

Baptist School and has recently 

F • S B • been called to pastor South Fork 
l.Ve erve Urgtn Baptist Church in Lincoln Coun-

Burgin Baptist Church ordained ty. He is matried to the former 
four deacons -Aug. 28: A. J. Evalina Sparks and the couple 
Drummond, William Pierce, has three sons. 

.,.... :,.,.-

New Burgin deacons [l-r]: Connie Hom, A. J. Drummond, William 
Pierce, Gene Robinson, Bill Waggener . 



IF YOU REALLY CARE-
Airline Taps Owens 
Ed Owens is new minister of 
youth and music at Airline Bap­
tist Church, Henderson. He re­
cently completed studies for the . 
M .Div. at Southern' Seminary. 

A native of Lansing, Mich., 
Owens has been youth pastor at 
Olivet Baptist Church, Lansing. 

· While in seminary he was as­
sistant minister at Trinity Tem­
ple , Louisville. 

Clear Creek Fills 
11 Area Pastorates 

Clear Creek Baptist School , 
Pineville, not only provides 
training for preachl:lrs but also 
furnishes pastors for many con­
gregations in southeastern Ken­
tucky and surrounding states. 

He is married to the former 
Sherry Wint, originally from 
Smith Mills, Ky. 

These Clear Creek students 
have been called to serve the 
following churches, according to 
J. S. Bell, director of in-service 
guidance at the school: 

· Hugh Wedding, Owensboro, 
to Jeff Baptist Church near 
Hazard; Frank Mansfield, Dres­
den, Tenn., Young's Grove near 
Barbourville; Wesley Venable, 
Martin , Tenn., Leatherwood 
Church in Three Forks Associa­
tion; Carter Corbry, Greensburg, 
Ind., Liberty Church near Paints­
ville; Dale Etheridge, Adairville, 
Liggett Baptist Church near 
Harlan; Paul Lacefield , Owens­

THROUGH THE 
COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 

Charles C. Burress resigned the 
pastorate of Perryville Baptist 
Church to accept North Side 
Baptist Church, Springfield, 
Ohio. He is a graduate of Camp­
bellsville College and Southern 
Seminary. 

Naylor, Sweet Called 
Jack C. Naylor has been called boro, Swan Pond Baptist Church 
as pastor, Kings Baptist Church, near Barbourville; Gary Robbins, 
Taylorsville . He has held pastor- Banner, Va. , Stoney Fork Bap­
ates in western Kentucky and tist Church in Bell County; 
Tennessee · and comes to Kings Kenneth Felty, Berea, Mossy 
Church from . the Laurel Hill Gap Baptist Church near Wil­
Baptist Church, Or}ando, Fla. liamsburg; Randall Drummond, 

Rowlett to B'Wood 
Beechwood Baptist Church, Lou­
isville, called Herman E. Row­
lett as minister of outreach 
visitation Nov. 13. 

He has served several Louis­
ville pastorates, including Twen­
ty-Third and Broadway, Lynn 
Acres and Fourth Avenue, and 
First Baptist Church, Lebanon. 

Orion Bell m assumed the pas­
torate of Long Run Baptist 
Church, Jefferson County. A 
native of Louisville, Bell moved 

. after an eight-year pastorate at 
Minors Lane Baptist Church in 
the same co~nty. 

David Sweet was called by Marietta, Ga., Providence Bap­
Kings as minister of music. He tist Church, Winston; Gerald 
served churches in South Caro- · Rehkugler, Lancaster, Pa., 
lina and Maryland. He is a Deane Baptist Mission in Let­
graduate of Furman University cher County; Robert Spradlin, 
and is currently in his first year Madisonville , Tenn., New Pros­
at Southern Seminary. pect Baptist Church near Oneida. 

/ 

Douglas Olive accepted the 
pastorate of DeHaven Memorial 
Baptist Church, LaGrange. · He 
leaves Lebanon Baptist Church 
after six years of service. 

Interim to Columbia 
Micliael Watts, Campbellsville, 
has been called as interim pas­
tor, Columbia Baptist Church. 
He is vice president for student 
life at Campbellsville College . 

MaMd Place. 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES J 
WATER HEATERS 

SPIRES -CROSSES • 
··w.m· 1 ~·· .7 KRINKLGLAS , •;:,; r % ~. WINDOWS 

\ ; • \ \ ,> Church credit plans available. 
~ 7 Free colored brochure 

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO. 
Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630 

. Phone: 713-883-4246 

Drexel(b 
Church Furnishings 

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture 

Phone 704/322-8380 
Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

H'lckory, 'North Carolina 28601 

George Herman · 
KENDALL 

REAL ESTATE 
BROKER 

1709 Wyatt 
Pkwy-Lex. 

606-252-6046 

• RN'.s, LPN's • Male & Female • Maternity C•re 
Attendants - Live Ins • Child Care 

• Hospital Duty • Attendants 

j 

• Home Duty , 
• Hotel & Motel Duty 

• Nurses Carefully Screened 
• Appllcanls Personally 

Interviewed 

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS 
P,,i.,. to nliof y- eve-,, preference and need .... 

COIDTlONID 

1110 L ---· 

PAIIONO -

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE 
~ &a.tau:, ----=•~~b.....,_...._..~ -.....:...-. ............... .,. ....... 

Box 133 

STEEPLES 
AND 

BAPTISTRIES 

Phone 2n-1ss1 
Dallon, Ga. 30720 

Write or Call For Free Color Brochure 

• Special Traveling 
Attendants LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED BY MARIE HUMPHRIES. 

1
584-'6265 
OR 584-7166 

24 HR, NURSING SERVICE 

CITY WIDE 
(FORMERLY SERVICE EMPLOYMENT IUIIElU) 

Room 220 Commonwealth Bl~ River Ciry_ Mall & Broadwa_1 

TENNESSEE TOPPER COMPANY 

FIBERGLASS STEEPLES 
in shipping 

Cut costs • • . in erection 
in maintenance 

Pat. Pending 

1015 Davidson St.-Na.shville. Tenn. 37206 
Phone 615/262-2861 

· Hearing Loss Is Not 
A Sign Of O'ld Age 
Chicago, 111.-A free offer of 
special interest to those who hear 
but do not understand words has 
been announced by Beltone. A 
non-operating model of the small­
est Beltone aid of its kind will be 
given absolutely free to anyone 
answering this advertisement. 

True, all hearing problems are 
not alike . .. and some cannot be 
helped by a hearing aid. But 
audiologists report that many 
can. So, send for this free model 
now, and wear it in_the privacy of 
your own home. It is not a real 
hearing aid , but it will show you 
how tiny hearing help can be. It's 
yours to keep, free. The actual aid 
weighs less than a third of an 
ounce, and it's all at ear level, in 
one unit. 

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no cost, 
and certainly no obligation . 
Thousands . have already _been 
mailed, so write . today to Dept. 
4583 Beltone Electronics Corp., 
4201 W . Victoria, Chicago, Il-
linois 60646. AI:NERT1SEMENT 

NEEDING PEWS? 

A 
Factory Representatives 

Located Nationwide 

OVERHOLTZER 

CHURCH FURNITURE. INC. 
P ( UOX 4039 • MODESTO. CA 95352 

CALL TOLL FREE (800) 344•7162 

WOLFE BROS. &_ CO. 
PINEY FLATS, TENN. 

Since 1888--Wrile for free estimate. 
. De witt F . Godby . PH. 776-4944 

2~33 Durican St . 776-4091 
Louisville , K y. 40212 

FINANCING 
FOR 

CHURCH BUILDINGS 
Call To!I Free 

ANDY F. HARDY 
1-800-231-6068 

SECURITY CHURCH . fiNANc~• JIIIC. 

Buyas Guide 
ALUMINUM SIDING, exterior decorating, quality 

work . Call Colville Aluminum Co., (502) 368-
1100. 

BUSES FOR SALE: Cane Run Baptist Church in 
Lexington, Ky.'-phone 253-1710, has two buses 
for sale. One of the buses is a 1958 Inter­
national the other is a 1967 Ford. 
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Sunday School Lessons 
L

~
ssons for D

ecem
b

er 18, 1977 

International S
eries 

by H
. C

. C
hiles, M

u
rray

, K
y. 

G
od's C

all to R
ight L

iving 
M

icah, G
od's m

essenger, spoke against th
e evils of 

his ag
e w

ith heroism
 and fearlessness w

hich should 
b

e 
em

ulated 
by 

C
hristians 

today. 
H

e 
tau

g
h

t 
th

at 
o

n
e's religion 

should m
anifest itself in upright an

d
 

godly living. 
. 

M
icah 2:1-2 

M
icah pictured th

e people upon their b
ed

s w
hen they 

should have b
een

 com
m

uning w
ith G

od. 
T

hey w
~re 

so com
pletely given over to 

sin they could scarc~ly 
w

ait 
for 

an 
opportunity 

to
 

practice 
w

rongdoing I to 
others. 

B
ut 

G
od, 

w
ho 

never 
sleeps, 

knew
 

their 
thought11 

an
d

 intentions. 
G

od 
h

ad
 M

icah warn 
th

e 
oppressors 

th
at 

they 
w

ould 
b

e 
punished. 

M
icah's 

heart b
u

rn
ed

 w
ith righteous indignation against those 

· w
ho w

ere oppressing them
. 

M
icJl}i 3:9-12 

M
icah 

spoke 
out 

against 
th

e 
sins 

of 
th

e 
princes, 

priests and prophets. A
w

are th
at w

icked m
en in these 

positions w
ere in collusion·, 

M
icah denounced th

em
 

all because they failed to honor G
od, 

and expended 
their energies in

· seeking their ow
n personal benefit. 

T
he 

spiritual 
leaders, 

like 
th

e 
civil 

leaders, 
w

ere 
corrupt 

also. 
S

eem
ingly 

they 
did · not 

have 
any 

conception 
of 

th
e 

holiness 
an

d
 

loftiness 
of 

their 
calling. 

M
icah 

did 
not 

have 
any 

sym
pathy 

w
ith 

the 
oppressors w

ho abused an
d

 robbed the poor and th
en

 
u

sed
 

their . spoils 
tQ

 
build 

expensive 
m

ansions 
for 

calling. 
· 

them
selves. H

e knew
 G

od w
as :riot pleased w

ith any 
self-satisfied conform

ity 
w

ith 
th

e 
outw

ard 
form

s 
of 

w
orship 

w
hen 

th
e 

eternal 
principles 

of 
right 

and 
w

rong ~
 . totally 

disre~ar~~!f, 
M

icim
... )llade J

t . 
perfectly 

clear 
to

 
th

e 
evildoers 

th
at 

for 
all 

their 
offenses against G

od an
d

 their fellow
m

en they w
ere 

to 
b

e punished
. 

V
erse 

12 
speaks of th

e im
pending 

judgm
ent an

d
 M

icah lived to see it com
e to

 p
ass in 

th
e A

ssyrian captivity. 
· 

M
icah 6:6-8 

M
icah denounced oppression of th

e poor, unscrupu­
lous use of pow

er, lack of integrity, scorn of religion 
· an

d
 

greedy 
corruption 

in 
religious 

an
d

 
political 

circles. 
A

w
are 

th
at 

they 
h

ad
 

sinned 
against 

G
od, 

th
e 

people 
concluded 

they 
could 

do 
som

ething 
w

hich 
w

ould 
m

ake 
th

em
 

right 
w

ith 
G

od. 
In 

a 
string 

of 
sarcastic question_s, they inquired, 

"Ju
st w

hat 
does 

G
od 

w
ant; 

w
hat 

w
ill 

it 
take 

to 
please 

h
im

?" 
T

he 
question, 

"S
hall I give 

m
y 

firstborn 
for 

m
y 

trans­
gressions, 

th
e fruit of m

y 
body 

for 
the 

sin 
of m

y
 

so
u

l?" 
w

as 
a 

clear 
indication 

of 
th

e 
depts 

of 
degradation to w

hich they had sunk, 
for it refers to 

the custom
 

w
hich prevailed 

am
ong 

tp
e 

heathen 
of 

offering their ow
n children as sacrifices. 

S
eem

ingly 
they w

ere w
illing to offer anything except w

h~t G
od 

asked for, 
th

e 
love 

and 
obedience 

of their 
hearts. 

L
ife and W

ork S
eries 

T
he R

esurrection and th
e L

ife 

Jo
h

n
 11:17-21, 23-27, 39-40; 43-44 

w
as m

ingled w
ith hope. W

ith
.h

er L
ord present, M

ary 
F

our days after th
e d

eath
 and burial of L

azarus C
hrist 

believed anything could happen. C
hrist inquired as to 

arrived at B
ethany

. A
s soon as w

ord reached M
artha 

w
here 

they 
h

ad
 

laid 
L

azarus. 
O

bserving 
M

ary 
th

at C
hris~ w

as approaching he~. hom
e _she 

w
ent out 

w
eeping, C

hrist's g
reat h

eart of sym
pathy an

d
 com

­
to m

eet hrm
. 

H
er 

statem
ent, 

L
ord

, 
if thou 

hadst 
passion w

as so touched th
at he w

ept also. 
been here, m

y brother h
ad

 not d
ied

," indicated she 
C

hrist, 
th

e 
sorrow

ing 
relatives 

an
d

 
som

e 
friends 

believed that, if he had arrived before th
e death of 

m
oved to th

e tom
b w

here L
azarus w

as buried. C
hrist 

L
azarus, h

er brother w
ould not have died

. B
ut there 

requested th
e friends to rem

ove th
e stone from

 th
e 

h
er faith stopped. S

he did not see in C
hrist th

e sam
e 

entrance to th
e tom

b. M
artha rem

onstrated w
ith h

er 
sovereignty over death ,w

hich he held over disease. 
L

ord, rem
inding him

 th
at L

azarus had been dead for 
C

hrist gave M
arth

a's faith another test by declar-
. four 

days, 
and 

by 
this 

tim
e, 

th
e 

body 
w

ould 
b

e 
ing, 

"T
h

y
 

brother 
shall 

rise 
ag

ain
." 

Instead 
of 

de1,om
posing; therefore, to rem

ove th
e stone w

ould 
interpreting 

th
at 

statem
en

t 
to 

m
ean

 
L

azarus 
w

as 
b

e to pollute th
e air. 

going 
to 

rise 
im

m
ediately

, 
M

artha 
thought 

C
hrist

· 
In 

spite 
of 

M
arth

a's 
sensitive 

protest 
th

e 
m

en
 

m
eant 

L
azarus 

w
ould 

rise 
on 

th
e 

m
orning 

of 
the 

rem
oved th

e stone. T
here lay th

e body of L
azarus in 

resurrection. 
S

he 
at)d 

M
ary 

believed 
in 

th
e 

resur-
full and open view

. 
C

hrist lifted his voice in thanks­
rection at th

e last day b
u

t they did not know
 he had

· 
giving to G

od, expressing appreciation for 
answ

ered 
th

e pow
er to raise th

e d
ead

 th
en

 an
d

 t~
ere. 

. 
prayer, after w

hich he called forth L
azarus from

 t~
e 

C
hrist 

gave 
one 

of 
the 

astoundm
g 

revelati~
ns 

grave an
d

 restored him
 to norm

al life. S
till bound m

 
concerning 

him
self 

saying, 
''I 

am
 

the 
resurrection

. 
the garm

ents of th
e grave, C

hrist com
m

anded th
em

 
and th

e life: h
e th

at believeth in m
e, though he w

ere 
to "

loose him
, an

d
 let him

 g
o

." 
d

ead
 

yet 
shall 

he 
liv

e." 
Ju

st 
as 

soon 
as 

M
artha 

. 
. 

. . 
h 

d 
d 

recei~
ed 

com
fort 

from
 

C
hrist, 

sh
e 

rushed 
into 

the 
T

his m
iracle of raisu:ig, L

azarus fron:i-· t ~ 
ea 

w
as 

house an
d

 said to M
ary, 

"T
h

e m
aster is com

e, 
and 

a dem
onstratio~

 of C
h

n
st s pow

er t? give life to souls 
calleth 

for 
th

ee
." 

M
ary 

"
arose 

quickly, 
and 

cam
e 

that ar~ d
ead

. m
 trespasse~

 and s,m
s. _To 

refuse th
e 

unto him
 •, 

life w
hich C

h
n

st offers durm
g one s soJ~urn 011: ~

h
 

M
 

' 
· 

d 
d 

· 
t b 

t h
er g

r·i·ef 
m

akes life w
ith him

 after death an u
tter rm

possibility
. 

ary s sorrow
 w

as 
eep

 an 
pm

gnan 
u 
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