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Need for teacher takes 
67 -year-old to Brazil 

by Glenda McCauley Miller 

One Sunday in Booneville, Miss., Virginia Oakley was 
browsing through the bulletin from the First Baptist 
Church of Booneville while eating Sunday dinner. 

An excerpt from The Commission magazine listed 
overseas jobs that could be filled by laymen. Some 
jobs required substituting for missionaries when they 
went on furlough; a bookstore in Nigeria needed a 
worker and a bookkeeping job was available in 
Thailand. 

Virginia Oakley, age 67, immediately got out her 
stationery. She wrote: "If you have a job you think I 
can do, I would like to do one more constructive thing 
before I die. I have arthritis and some heart trouble 
but it is controlled with medication and I am able to 
work.'' She addressed it to the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board. 

Mrs. Oakley had taught school for 23 years, served 
as a librarian and had also kept books for her hus­
band. She had been a widow for three years. Deciding 
to mail the letter before she changed her mind, she 
dropped it in a mailbox that Sunday evening. 

Forty-eight hours later her telephone rang: 'Tm · 
Frances Gordon from the Foreign Mission Board, 
calling about your letter. Are you a certified teacher? 
We have an urgent request for an English teacher in 
Recife, Brazil, for a semester." 

Mrs. Oakley was told that the school would provide 
an apartment but there would be no salary. She was 
assured that her Social Security check would cover her 
living expenses. 

"What will my children say?" she thought. She 
hadn't even discussed this adventure with them. It 
had been less than two days since she wrote that 
letter. She had been certain she would have several 
months before making a specific decision. · 

Once again, she turned to the telephone. This time 
to call her doctor for his reaction about this unusual 
job offer. He enthusiastically encouraged her. She 
asked him to defend her plans if her children called. 

Virginia Oakley, 67, re- · 
tired teacher from Boone­
ville, Miss., stands in 
Recife, Brazil, with some 
of her students from the 
American School. She 
serves as a teacher 
through the short term 
missions program of the 
Foreign Mission Board. 

The next obstacle was her teaching certificate; she 
hadn't taught in five years. Another phone call 
assured her that her certificate was valid through 
1978. 

Less than two months later Virginia Oakley, in the 
snow and winter barrenness of Mississippi, boarded a 
jet and left behind her home, three children, seven 
grandchildren, her church, and her comfortable, 
predictable life. 

Recife, which she had only read about from 
Rosalynn Carter's visit, was to be her new home-a 
capital city of 1.5 million. When the jet landed the 
warm weather and flowering tropical trees in vivid 
colors were a happy change from the severe winter 
she had just left. Mrs. Oakley settled into a modest 
apartment not too far from the American School. 

Virginia Oakley's job would challenge even the 
most experienced teacher. She has 25 classes a week 
for her 41 students in grades seven through 12. · 
Eighteen of her students are missionary children and 
others come from Germany, India, Mexico, Japan, 
Venezuela as well as Brazil and the United States. 
Some of the children don't speak English well; many 
of them are fluent in three languages. 

"I'll never stop thanking God for letting me come," 
she said. "These are most unusual students; it's an 
inspiration to be around them. They are above aver­
age students and show deep respect for older people. 
They are without racial prejudice.'' 

Mrs . Oakley walks to a small English-language 
Baptist church located near her home and enjoys the 
warm fellowship . She has also found that the tropical 
weather. has helped her arthritis. 

Her enthusiasm about serving as a Southern Bap­
tist volunteer is a living advertisement. She is fulfill­
ing that desire ''to do something constructive with her 
life.'' Her 10-year-old granddaughter proudly wrote, 
"Mamaw, I think it's 'neat-o' that you went to 
Brazil." Her 41 students agree . 
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Earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints. -Jude 3 
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Daley Observations 

Compassion in the city 

Human compassion and kindness are not lost 
virtues and sometimes they are found in the 
most unexpected places. To many, New York 
City and its bustling millions would be the last 
place to expect to experience these qualities but 
this is precisely where I found them. 

The occasion was the Southern Baptist Con­
vention Communications Seminar in New York 
the first week in August. Only the second of 
these annual sessions I ever attended, it is mem­
orable both for its enlightenment and its per­
sonal dimensions including compassionate treat­
ment by rank strangers. 

For the enlightenmerit I am indebted to W. C. 
Fields , the director of public relations for the 
Southern Baptist Convention Executive Commit­
tee who had arranged on the spot sessions with 
communication experts with Time and News­
week magazines , Air France, NBC and CBS, TV 
networks , Religious News Service, the New York 
Times , United Nations and others. For the 
lesson in compassion I an indebted to Dr. Irene 
Shipiro and to the staff and doctors of the Man­
hattan Eye , Ear and Throat Hospital. 

During the taxi ride on Sunday evening from 
the airport to the Salisbury Hotel, which inci­
dentally is in the same building and is owned by 
Calvary Baptist Church, I noticed a burning 
sensation in one eye. It was not especially pain­
ful and I assumed it was some minor irritant 
which would momentarily pass. But it did not 
pass and it was more noticeable on Monday 
morning. I tried all the ways I had ever heard of 
to rid the eye of whatever was there and also · 
engaged the help of Kathryn Jasper and Dixie 
Mylum, fellow Kentuckians participating in the 
seminar, but all to no avail. 

In spite of some pain I continued in the semi­
nar activities all day Monday somehow hoping 
whatever was in the eye would come out on its 
own. It didn't and by Monday evening I was 
concerned. At home I would have long before 
found a doctor but how does a stranger in New 
York find a doctor and especially after office 
hours? 

Then began the heart warming experience. 
Through the hotel management I was able to 
<::ontact Dr. Irene Shipiro. She agreed to try to 
help me if I would meet her at her office a dozen 
br so blocks away. With the help of an under­
'standing taxi driver I found the doctor's office . 
Security guards ·at the building believed my 
story and let me in. The doctor soon arrived, 
found the foreign object which by this time had 
become embedded in the cornea from my much 
rubbing of the eye: -

After trying very valiantly she concluded she 
could not remove whatever was there but she 
called tlie Manh~ttan Eye ;- Eai·arld Throat Hos­
pital' several miles away and made arrangements 
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for my being treated as an emergency patient. 
She even told me how to catch a bus or a taxi to 
reach the hospital. 

By then my coolness was all gone and panic 
was near. Darkness was coming on, a bandaged 
eye made it hard to read street names and num­
bers and everyone in sight was a stranger. After 
what seemed like eternity I reached the hospital. 

My near panic was eased somewhat by the 
kind treatment of the hospital staff, few of whom 
were my color. I was promised treatment without 
even being asked if or how I would pay and 
when I paid later my personal check was accept­
ed without even requiring any identification. 

Soon I was one of three emergency patients 
awaiting treatment. A kind nurse apologized for 
my wait because a cab driver into whose eyes 
juvenile bandits had thrown some kind of liquid 
was being treated. When my turn came a 
resident ophthalmologist discovered the other 
doctor apparently had removed the foreign 
object but a rather serious abrasion was left on 
the cornea. Relieving the pain, administering an 
antibiotic to prevent infection and applying 
another bandage that covered half my face, the 
doctor greatly relieved my fears and even helped 
me with directions back to the hotel. 

The next day on a return trip to the hospital 
another doctor checked the eye , found the injury 
was healing satisfactorily and assured me 
permanent injury was unlikely. Back in Louis­
ville the last of the week Dr. David McClure 
checked the eye and gave a similar report. He 
said the inj\].ry had received the correct treat­
ment and medication. 

I was not surprised I found high quality 
emergency medical treatment in New York City 
but I was overwhelmed by the compassion and 
personal concern which accompanied it. Some­
times it takes a crisis to teach us there are a lot 
of good people anywhere one goes and that it's 
unfair to judge any place, even New York City, 
by its popular image. 

A seminar on communication turned out for 
me to be a seminar on compassion. 

The passing of giants 

In July two giants among Southern Baptists 
died. As I pondered on an evaluation of their 
ministries Texas editor Presnell Wood's editorial 
treatment of R. G. Lee and Carlyle Marney came 
acros.s my desk. I would never thought of evalu- . 
ating these men so different in thought and 
approach in the same editorial but when I read 
Editor Wood's words they seemed so appropri­
ate I thought, "I wish I had said that. " Since I · 
didn '.t , I am sharing his words with you. · 
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" Within the last 30 days R. G. Lee and Car­
lyle Marney, two of Southern Baptists ' most 
influential ministers , have died . The diversity of 
Marney and Lee is striking, but their lives stand 
as a living parable that among Southern Baptists 
there is unity in diversity. 

" Both Lee and Marney were widely read , 
often heard and extremely penetrating. They 
both possessed keen minds, and their influence 
ran beyond the borders of Southern Baptists . 

" Speaking at a memorial service for Carlyle 
Marney at Princeton , John R. Claypool said 
Marney 'was not afraid to put himself up against 
new and different ideas . . . and grew not by 
staying cloistered with those just like himself, 
but by interaction with the unalike .' 

' 'R. G . Lee was one of the greatest preachers 
to ever emerge from Southern Baptist ranks . In 
typical Lee oratory, R. G. Lee once testified, 'If I 
had a hundred heads and each head had one 
hundred mouths and each mouth had ten 
tongues and each tongue should talk one 
hundred minutes, I could hardly express the full 
measure of the gratitude of my heart for all that 
God has done for me.' Billy Graham called Lee 
'one of the towering spiritual giants of the 
century. ' 

''Two Baptist giants have passed from the 
scene , but their influence on Southern Baptists 
will long remain.' ' 

Postal rates jeopardize 
state papers 
The phenomenal increases in postage rates for 
second class mail put into effect in May and July 
jeopardize the very existence of state Baptist 
papers. Editors of these papers almost without 
exception have appealed to their readers for 
understanding and most of them have already 
announced increases in subscription rates. 

Here ' s the story. Several years ago a 10 year 
phased postal rate schedule for second class mail 
was announced. The first several steps were not 
felt severely but the story is different now. On 
July 6, step seven of the 10 year schedule was 
implemented. This was a whopping 55 percent . 
increase . 

As if this was not enough, an unexpected and 
unscheduled raise of 18 percent was approved by 
the Postal Rate Commission on May 29. 
Together the jump in one year is staggering and 
the worst is still ahead. There are three more 
steps in the 10 year schedule of increases. 
•. Here are postal increases for. typical papers I 
happen to b_e looking at on my d~sk today.- In 

· Alab'ama· the inctel;lse in 10 years has .been from 
$16,'000 to $109,000,' in Georgia the increase in 



:,Y'oung pastQr Writes as a 'tellO~ · stfUggler' 
by Robert W. Jones 
This article is not composed by an expert but by a 
fellow struggler. I write as a young pastor, having 
assume_d iny first pastorate (Jamestown Baptist 
Church) five short months ago. I direct my thoughts 
to other first time pastors although I believe some of 
the veterans in our midst may benefit from them. As I 
write I continue to move through an intense time of 
personal evaluation and adjustment . 

I have traveled the path through college and semi­
nary to arrive at this point. Along the way I have 
completed one unit of clinical pastoral education. I 
have served 18 months as associate minister. Many 
folks would believe I am now ready to step into the 
past01ate smoothly, providing dynamic and effective 
leadership to the church. And in some ways I am 
ready to do just that. However, I have also discovered 
in these first few months things don 't always run as 
smoothly and dynamically as expected. 

Along with the multitude of adjustments a new 
pastor must make comes one that becomes the very 
foundation for the future relationship between pastor 
and church. Stated simply it is an age old question: 
"How in the world do I relate to this church, these 
people , in a way that allows me to lead effectively?" 

Most of us come to our first pastorate with blinders . 
We come with preconceived notions about what the 
pastorate is like. Too often we come with pre-set ideas 
of just how we will lead this church. Perhaps, as in 
:ny own situation, we come out of prior experience in 

the local church in some role of ministry other· than 
pastor . 

The manifestations of these and other factors which 
keep the scales over our eyes can often lead to dis­
illusionment and rough sailing. Our preconceptions 
cause :IS to establish certain expectations for our­
selves and our church. Our pre-set beliefs about lead­
ership cause us to determine prematurely the needs 
of our church, how we will go about meeting them 
and on what timetable . Too often our desire to prove 
ourselves as effective leaders causes us to impose not 
only our role expectations, but also our evaluation of 
church needs on our church . ff we come out of a prior 
church experience we more than likely believe we 
already know how things are accomplished and see no 
reason why we cannot duplicate programs and meth­
ods we have found effective elsewhere. Coupled with 
these factors is the church; thankful to have a new 
pastor, grateful for his enthusiasm and willing to 
follow his leading even if it is not really meeting their 
most strongly felt needs . 

What is sadly lacking in this kind of "leadership" 
is a foundation of trust and respect between pastor 
and church. Making the assumption that the best 
leadership is based on trust and respect as opposed to 
role or title, all pastors, first timers and veterans 
alike , should take heed. As we begin relating to a new 
church let us remember who we are. Let us not forget 
that we are the "new kid on the block" among a large 
group of old friends . Let us not fail to remember that 

trust is the basis of leadership and trust is not estab­
lished simply by appearing on the scene. 

Coupled with this is the necessity to remember 
what the church has become through the years. As we 
seek the trust and respect of its people it is vital for us 
to give the same in return. While seeking to evaluate · 
and provide leadership let .us be aware of the danger 
of forgetting the history and tradition of the church, 
we serve. Just as we come to our church with power­
ful influences that have helped mold us into who and 
what we are, so too our church presents itself to us 
with its own unique history. We are called upon to 
understand and respect that history in light of our 
efforts to lead in the present and future. 

Most importantly let us always remember to listen, 
listen, listen. It has been said God created man with 
one mouth and two ears. We should profit from this . 
-observation. Just as we cannot tell a friend exactly 
what he or she needs with absolute certainty, neither 
should we attempt to tell our church. But oh how 
needs will surface if we ~e patient enough to listen! 
And the needs we hear will be the heart felt ones of 
our people. Our ministry is then free to respond to the 
real needs of our church rather than seeking to meet 
our own needs through the church. 

First time pastors may discover their ministry 
begins more smoothly as they accept their church 
where it is and if they listen in order to meet the 
needs of the church. In so doing perhaps that smooth 
beginning will flourish through the years. 

Modern-day Matthew changes, too .;;i<?l:.!.fl/£it? 
by Ruth Fowler 
When Moses Chimfumpa was a tax collector , he 
handcuffed delinquent taxpayers to trees and beat 
them. Later he lost two jobs because of drinking 
problems and dishonesty. He was not a popular man. 

Now Chimfumpa is pastor of four Baptist churches 
in the Serenje area o.f Zambia and works closely with 
Southern Baptist missionaries in their Kalwa Farm 
agricultural evangelism project. He is respected in his 
village . · 

The road to change has been long for this modern­
day Matthew. But like tl:ie biblical tax .collector turned 
apostle, Chimfumpa's change has been complete. 

Chimfumpa had good beginnings . His parents were 
Christians and members of a church affiliated with 
the South African Baptist Mission . He attended a 
mission school and later continued his education 
through private studies until he reached a high level 
in his country. 

He first worked for the government as a tax collec­
tor and was given the authority to arrest anyone who 
defaulted or refused to pay his taxes . After 10 years 
in this and other district-level government jobs, Chim­
fumpa resigned. 

He lost two more jobs for drinking or dishonesty , 
then trained to be a medical assistant and continued 
to go from job to job . While a medical assistant , three 
influences began working for his salvation. One of 
them was his new wife Edna, who remained a dedi-
cated Christian. ~ 

The second was listening to the gospel music re-

Editorial (continued from page 2) 

12 years has been from $9,600 to $120,000, in 
Florida the increase in seven years has been • 
from $11,000 to $87,000 and on and on. 

What is our predicament in Kentucky? It's the 
same . It looks like we will be paying at least 
$15 ,000 more a year beginning last May than the 
year before. 

Where is it coming from? We have only two 
possible sources. One is from increased Coop­
erative Program allocations . Beginning in Sep­
tember we are scheduled for a $15,000 annual 
increase and this is generous in light of other 
needs . But this increase i~ already earmarked for 
other added costs -and thus is· not available for . · 

cordings of Jim Reeves, an American singer. 
The third was the reality and nearness of death. He 

had escaped serious injury or death in an accident and 
also had seen people dying in the hospitals where he 
worked. Some died in fear and others in peace. This 
began to weigh on his mind. He wondered why he 
had been spared. 

Finally, after three years of marriage , Edna Chim­
fumpa convinced her husband to attend a revival 
meeting. On the second night of these services he 
accepted Christ as his personal Savior. 

Chimfumpa took on leadership roles in the church 
and even began to preach as a layman. When he 
moved he drove many miles each Sunday to find a 
Baptist church. 

The villagers' opinions of Chimfumpa changed, too . 
Just four years after he accepted Christ he was asked 
to come back and be headman (chief) for his village, 
the same village he had served as a tax collector . 

But service as a lay preacher and headman of the 
village was not enough. Chimfumpa felt God's call to 
full time service . So at the age of 43 he moved to 
seminary to learn a whole new vocation. 

He felt he should go to the rural areas where there 
were no seminary graduates working in leadership 
roles. After seminary he went to Serenje. 

The journey has been long but, for Chimfumpa, 
worthwhile. As he celebrated his 10th year as a 
Christian he learned that his two brothers had 
accepted Christ . Now all the prayers of his parents for 
their children's salvation have been answered. 

payment of postal rate increases. 
The othei:: source is subscription income and 

this seems inevitable though Western Recorder 
directors will have the final say. The last raise in 
subscription rates was in 1976-and in these days 
of soaring prices what hasn 't gone up in two 
years? I feel it is fairer to ask churches and indi­
viduals to pay more for Western Recorder than 
to ask for more Cooperative Program funds. 

There is one other alternative and this is to 
reduce the number of issues each year. 
Maryland has already reduced from 50 to 48 a 
year-and Alabama is c<;>l,lsidering the same thing. 
I hat~ to think about it but.don't be surprisedJf 

Moses and Edna Chimfumpa 

. . . 

state papers have to be published biweekly 
instead of weekly before long. 

This is the story and we wanted our readers to 
understand. We feel they will. After all, 
Western Recorder is now sent to the mail boxes 

· of church families for five cents an issue. A raise 
of a cent or a fraction of a cent per copy will still 
be one of the best bargains available. 

It's small consolation but also on my desk 
today are the Louisville Archdiocesan weekly 
publication and my favorite county paper in 
Kentucky. The C_atholic pubijc~tiop. is_$7 ,a.y~p 
and the. county n~wspap~ris $7,.35 a ye~,. West­
er:µ Recorder is.$2.50 a year.for church.families : 

"! ;. 



Baptist Hospital 
cutting ties with 
Mallo.ry-Taylor 
Baptist Hos~itltls Inc. notified Oldham 
Circuit Court last week that it will with- · 
draw from the operations of Mallory­
Taylor Hospital in LaGrange within six 
months. 

Baptist Hospitals lost more than 
$139,000 between January 1975 when it 
took over the hospital and June 30, 
1978. 

Baptist Hospitals operated Mallory­
Taylor as a trust after the city of La­
Grange relinquished control of the 
financially-ailing operation a few years 
ago. 

Baptist Hospitals had planned to 
create an outpatient center there, with 
doctors ' offices and laboratory and 
x-ray facilities. 

However, a $300,000 fund-raising 
campaign in 1976 failed. Time went by 
and earlier this year the Kentucky 
Health Systems Agency-West-a health 
planning group-recommended the cer­
tificate of need for the center be termi­
nated. 

Ben R. Brewer, executive vice presi­
dent of Louisville Baptist Hospitals 
says working in healing services at La­
Grange has been a pleasant and chal­
lenging experience . He regrets having 
to discontinue the present arrange­
ment but finds it necessary due to the 
tiine and money required for the 
project . 

Brewer says the decision to discon­
tinue the present arrangement should 
not be taken to mean that the hospital 
will close. He hopes hospital services 
will be continued in the community and 
has promised to help work out another 
arrangement f9r operating the hospital. 

Baptist News 
• 1n 
Brief 

Texas student director 
killed in auto accident 
Chester L. (Chet) Reames, director of 
the division of student work of the Bap­
tist General Convention of Texas, was 
killed in an auto accident on a Dallas 
expressway Aug. 3. 

Reames, 46, was known to thousands · 
of college and university students in­
volved with Baptist student ministries 
for more than 20 years. He succeeded 
W . F . Howard, Texas student director 
for 32 years. Reames had served with 
Howard for 10 years as an associate. 

He is survived by his wife, the former 
Margret Jane Norvell. 

'Time, Cities' film on TV 
· "Time and the Cities," an in-d-epth 
study of why cities and civilizations rise 
and fall, will be telecast on NBC Sun­
ctfly Aug. 27 (1-2 p.m. NYT). 

The special was filmed in Turkey at 
the sites of eight ancient cities-Ephe­
sus , Pergamum, Sardis, Smyrna, Lao­
dicea, Philadelphia, Thyatire and 
Cappadocia, where the caves of Goreme 
are located. 

The program, shown first in July, 
was pr_od.uced by the NBC Television 
Religious. Programs U:nit in association 
with the Radio and Television Com­
mission. 

Literature prices are going up 
Confronted with a 30.2 percent in­
crease in costs over the last three 
year years, the trustees of the 
Baptist Sunday School Boardap­
proved a 7 .6 percent increase in 
literature costs. 

The trustees approved a number 
of recommendations during their 
two-day session at the Glorieta Bap­
tist Conference Center, including an 
$82 million budget-a $5 million in­
crease over this year's operational 
budget. 

James Clark, executive vice presi­
dent at the board, said the literature 
cost hike was necessitated because 
of the same inflationary factors 

affecting everyone in the areas of 
production, labor costs and particu­
larly in the area of postage. 

He said the literature cost hike, 
effective on literature for use after 
Apr. 1, 1979, will not have the same 
percentage impact on all churches. 
''The increase is less than the 
increase in the consumer price index 
and less than the jump in production 
costs ." 

The 82 trustees also approved a 
9.3 percent hike in costs for partici­
pants at the conference centers at 
Glorieta and at Ridgecrest, both 
owned and operated by the Sunday 
School Board. 

Public outcry kills beer at zoo . 
Public outcry against a proposal to sell 
beer at the Louisville Zoo has prompted 
the zoological commission to withdraw 
its application for a beer-selling license. 

Zoo director Robert Bean told the 
commission last week that he had re­
ceived many letters from individuals 
and groups and all were against selling 
beer at the zoo. 

Letter writers also barraged the 
Louisville Courier-Journal and 
Louisville Times newspapers after the 

issue surfaced in June. 
They agreed with James R. Johns, 

the city alcoholic beverage control 
administrator who grants the licenses , 
who said he was against beer-drinking 
at th~ zoo because the zoo attracts a 
lot of children. 

The commission had sought the 
license to increase attendance, attract 
group outings and generate more reve­
nue for the zoo. 

Giving to foreign missions is 
not really as bold as it seems 
by John J. Hurt 

The Foreign Mission Board computer 
flashes the good news that Southern 
Baptists are contributing many more 
dollars for overseas missions than they 
used to-$57 million last year compared 
to $15.3 just 20 years ago. . 

There's also good news of an in­
crease in missionary appointments -
from a staff of 1283 just 20 years ago to 
2858. 

But the good news headlines begin to 
shrink when the figures are adjusted for 
a true comparative. 

Southern Baptist membership has 
grown by approximately 50 percent in 
the 20-year span-from just over 9 mil­
lion in 1958 to just over 13 million last 
year. But the ratio for appointment of 
new career missionaries shows it now 
takes 103,017 Southern Baptists for one 
career appointment, compared with 
60,441 for an appointment in 1963. · 

Value of the FMB dollar has declined 
to offset some of the effectiveness in 
increased dollars. Per capita gifts to the· 
board are up, $4.43 last year compared 
to $1.66 j1,1st 20 years ago . 

But the purchasing power ·of those 
dol,lars went up only from $1.92 to $2.43 
because of inflation. 

Inflation is much worse in many 
countries abroad where the board 
spends those dollars. Value of the 
dollar has declined by 43 percent in 
Japan in the last two years, for exam­
ple, costing the board $860,000 in its 
operating budget there during that 
period. 

J. Winston Crawley, director of the 
overseas division for the board, looks at 
these figures and others to explain: 
· 'This is simply to say that it-takes a 
great and rapidly increasing amount of 
contributions on the part of Southern 
Baptists just to stand still in steward­
ship before we can ever begin talking 
about being bold.' ' 

His message was cast against the 
Bold Mission Thrust of the convention 
which calls for doubling the missionary 
force . to 5000 by the end of this century. 

Crawley's statistical study shifts back 

and forth between concern and joy, 
mostly the former . The facts do not 
show the boldness among Southern 
Baptists for which he begs. 

He is disturbed that " as Southern 
Baptists become more prosperous" 
they should be giving "a larger propor­
tion for outreach beyond our local con­
gregaions." They are not. 

The best Southern Baptist steward­
ship, he says, was during the depres­
sion of the 30's "and there has been no 
consistent tendency for any increase. '' 

There is joy as the states affiliated 
with the Southern Baptist Convention 
begin to increase the percentage of the 
Cooperative Program dollar they pass 
on for Southern Baptist Convention 
work. A trend of the last two years has . 
reversed a drop which went from 37 to 
35 percent. 

But the Foreign Mission Board has a 
problem within the Southern Baptist 

·family. Four years ago it received more 
than 50 percent of the Cooperative Pro­
gram dollar. It was about 45 percent 
last year . 

Pointing to the 50 percent, Crawley 
said it would take a return to that for a 
" catch up, and it is, when we go 
beyond that, that we might begin to 
think of business in reaching out to 
more than 95 percent of the world's lost 
people." 

The overseas mission director also 
has a major concern "related especially 
to the need for more preacher mission­
aries to do the work of the church 
planting and the church nurturing and 
multiplying that is at the heart of our 
missionary strategy. 

"We do not yet see the 'Bold Thrust' 
of preachers offering themselves to go 
out to lands where most of the people 
have never heard the gospel and where 
there are now so few preachers," he 
said. ''It is still our hope that we may 
see, for example, one new preacher­
missionary each year for each of our 92 
countries of service. 

"It is still our hope that we may.see 
10 percent of the preachers. graduating 
from our seminaries available and 
qualified for overseas service. " 

Huls 

Thomas Huls named 
new SS associate 
A second associate has been named in 
the Sunday School Department of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

Thomas Edwin Huls, 38, was named 
to the newly-created state post effec­
tive Aug. 15. James Rennell is the 
other associate . 

Huls had been pastor of Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Elizabethtown, since 
1975. He has also pastored churches in 
Indiana. 

He holds the BS degree from Indiana 
University and the MDiv degree from 
Southern Seminary. 

Huls has experience as a Sunday 
school director, teacher and pulpit com­
mittee member. 

A native of Indiana, he married the 
former Sharon Collman of Indiana. 
They have three children: Connie, Tom 
Jr. and Jonathan. 

Consultation on women 
-features Kentuckians 
Several Kentucky residents are 
program participants for the Consulta­
tion on Women in Church-Related Vo­
cations in Nashville Sept. 20-22. 

They include Frank Stagg, senior 
professor of New Testament studies at 
Southern Seminary; Mrs. Evelyn Stagg, 
author; Andrew Lester, associate pro­
fessor of psychology of religion at 
Southern;Mrs.Lynda 
Weaver-Williams, a PhD candidate at 
Southern an~ co-pastor of a church in 
Indiana; Lewis B. Weeks, associate pro­
fessor of historical theology at Louis­
ville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary; Roy L. Honeycutt, dean of 
the school of theology at Southern; and 
Kay Shurden, an English teacher in 
Shelbyville. 

They will join other SBC personnel in 
examining employment practices within 
the denomination. 

Sponsored by a number of SBC agen­
cies, the consultation is designed to 
help denominational agencies secure 
data, exaIJiine issues and serve more 
effectively 'by studying the involvement 
of women in church-related vocations. 

Although attendance at the consulta­
tion is limited to 300 persons, some 
places are still open for the general 
public. The registration fee is $50 and 
reservations may be made by writing 
Consultation on Women in Church­
Related Vocations, MSN 152, Nash­
ville, TN 37234. 

'Gene Quinn hurt in fall 
Eugene F. Quinn, director of the state 
Church Music Department, suffered a 
broken ankle and two fractured ribs in a 
fall from a tree a week ago. 

Quinn was trimming the tree at his 
home when he fell about 25 feet. 

He underwent surgery on the ankle 
at Suburban Hospital, Louisville, and 
was to be sent home earlier this week. 

lie will work from his home 'until he 
is able to return to his office, 



Mountains to the Mississippi 
Missions 
Mistake in journeyman's address 
Friends who wish to correspond with 
Rachel Whitler , who has begun a two­
year stint as a missionary journeyman, 
may address letters to: Box 99, Davao 
City, Philippines. 

The Aug. 9 issue of Western Record­
er incorrectly listed the box number as 
79. 

Personnel 
Hutchinson to youth/ education post 
James Hutchinson was called as minis­
ter of youth and education at Lewis­
port Baptist Church, Blackford Associ­
ation. 

He was born in Russellville and 
raised in Daviess County. He earned 
the BA degree from Western Kentucky 
University and the MDiv degree from 
Southern Seminary. 

He has been a summer youth director 
at Bellevue Baptist Church, Owe.ns­
boro . and student chaplain at Kentucky 
Ch1idren 's Home and Central State 
Hospital. 

Waddle full time at Pikeview 
Gene Waddle, Pineville, accepted the 
pastorate of Pikeview Baptist Church. 

Berry called to Zion Church 
Donald K. Berry, a native of D~viess 
County, assumed his duties July 16 as 
pastor of Zion Baptist Church, Reynolds 
Station . 

He is a graduate of Kentucky Wes­
leyan College and Southern Seminary. 

Berry and his wife, the former Sally 
Howard of Philpot, have two sons , 
Elijah and Noel. 

Burton to Mt. Carmel Church 
Billy C. Burton assumed the pastorate 
of Mt. Carmel Baptist Church . 

He is a graduate of Western Ken­
tucky University and plans to receive 
the MDiv degree from Southern Semi­
nary in December. 

Burton is married to the former 
Donna Hendrix of Clay. They have two 
children, Bradley and Allison. 

Price to Greensburg church 
George A. Price resigned as pastor of 
Lebanon Junction Baptist Church to be­
come pastor of Greensburg Baptist 
Church. 

Price received his theological training 
at Georgetown College and Central 
Baptist Seminary in Kansas City, Mo. 

He served Baptist congregations in 
Kansas City, Kan., and St. Joseph, 
Mo., before becoming business and cir­
culation manager of Western Recorder 
in 1966. 

Price's ministry in Greensburg began 
Aug. 6. 

Cody to Bell Association 
Joe Cody, 38, is the new director of 
missions for Bell Association which 
includes 55 churches and four missions. 

Cody, for 10 years a pastor in Knox­
ville , is married and the father of two 
children . He attended Carson-Newman 
College and Southern Seminary. 

Hopkins heads convalescent center 
Lee Hopkins is administrator of the 
Northern Kentucky Convalescent 
Center, Newport. The facility is a 
project of the Northern Kentucky 
Baptist Association. 

· Hopkins resigned as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Bellevue , where he had 
served 1 7 years in order to take the 
chief administrative post of the conva­
lescent center. 

Through the years he had close con­
nections with the institution, having 
served on its official board and being 
involved in most of its activities . 

He is a graduate of Georgetown Col­
lege and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. In addition to his 1 7 years at 
Bellevue he was pastor of Rineyville : 
Baptist Church and First Baptist 
Church in Mt. Vernon. 

Hopkins succeeded Arnold Caddell 
who is now in business in the Florence 
area. 

Bill Roberts to Owensboro church 
William S. Roberts became pastor of 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Owens­
boro, July ·23. He came to Owensboro 
from Columbus, Ind. ·· 

Roberts is a former pastor of 
churches in Hancock, Daviess and 
McLean counties. 

He is a native of Lewisport and is 
married to the former Ruth Pickering of 
Lincoln, Neb. They have two married 
daughters and a son Tim at home. 

Eugene Wyatt called to Dunn 
Eugene Wyatt", Princeton, was called as 
pastor of Dun Baptist Church, Little 
Bethel Association. 

Merrill Blackerby (second from left) and Ramey Pottinger (third from left) were 
ordained as deacons July 23 by New Haven Baptist Church, Nelson Association. 
James M. Blackerby (left) is pastor of the church and the son of Merrill Blackerby. 
Roy: Miller _(right) assisted the pastor in the service, conducted on Pottinger' s 
birthday. . 

Tour guide Nancy Lesch explains the mailing process at the Sunday School Board in 
Nashville to a group of GAs and Acteens from Tiny Town Baptist Church, Guthrie, 
on a recent visit. 

Congregations 
Taylorsville FBC celebrates 150 years 
First Baptist Church, Taylorsville, cele­
brated its 150th anniversary with 
special services throughout July. 

July 9 featured a patriotic service led 
by pastor Harold S. Mauney. July 9 was 
founder's day with former pastors 
Henry Durham, Claude Ammerman, 
Carlton Prickett and Chester Molpus 
present. 

Former pastor day was July 16 with 
W. C. Campbell preaching in the morn­
ing and a gospel concert by Charlie 
Flener in the evening. 

July 23 was Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention Day. Franklin Owen spoke in 
the morning service and Son Celebra­
tion gave a concert in the evening 
service. 

On July 30, fellowship Sunday, W. E. 
Fusselle preached in the morning 
service and a singspiration was held in 
the evening. 

The church was organized July 8, 
1828, by William Stout with 17 charter 
members. 

As part of the celebration, the church 
compiled a history book to be published 
this fall. 

· Browns note 20 years at Trinity 
The Trinity Baptist Church congrega­
tion, Lexington, honored pastor and 
Mrs. Bob Brown Aug. 6 on the 20th 
anniversary of Brown's Trinity 
pastorate. 

Brown is a graduate of Georgetown 
College and Southern Seminary and 
served the Kentucky pastorates of 
Visalia in Northern Kentucky Associa­
tion and Pleasant Grove in Long Run 
Association. 
_ The celebration included special 

recognition of the Browns in the 
morning service and a reception Sunday 
evening . 

Memorial fund honors Dowis 
A memorial fund for ministerial and 
missionary education has been estab­
lished in the name of Curtis E . Dowis 
who died in January at his home in 
Conyers, Ga. 

Dowis was a pastor of churches in 
Kentucky and Georgia. He also pas­
tored a church in Puerto Rico through 
ihe Home Mission Board. , 

Cqntribut.ions inay be inade'to Curtis 
E . Dowis Sr. Memorial Fund and ad~ 

dressed to Mrs. Curtis E. Dowis, 2497 
Tucker Mill Road, Conyers , Ga. 30207. 
They may also be mailed to the Geor­
gia Baptist Foundation, Inc., 2930 
Flowers Road, South, Atlanta, Ga. 
30341. 

Students at Clear Creek Baptist 
School, Pineville, will be among the 
beneficiaries. 

Homecoming Aug. 27 at Decoursey 
Decoursey Baptist Church, Covington, 
will celebrate its annual homecoming 
with all day services Aug. 27. 

Sunday school begins at 9:45 a .m. 
with morning worship at 10:45 a .m . 
Pastor Gene Livingood will bring the 

. message and special music will be pro­
vided by the Singing Travelaires of Cin­
cinnati. 

Dinner will be held on the grounds 
follqwing the morning service. 

A special song service will be held at 
2 p.m. featuring the Travelaires and 
past and present church members. · 

Ordinations 
Winebarger ordained to ministry 
Steve Winebarger was ordained to the 
gospel ministry July 30 by Grangertown 
Baptist Church, Ohio Valley Associa­
tion. 

Winebarger was ordained at the 
request of Grove Center Baptist Church 

· after that church called him as pastor . 
The ordained men of the association 

formed the ordination council. 
Alton Mitchell was moderator ; W. 

W. Johnson, clerk; Don Collins, inter­
rogator; Noble Cobb, ordination sermon 
including charges to the candidate and 
church; Jimmy Reynolds, ordination 
prayer ; J . W. Heffington, Grangertown · 
deacon, Bible presentation on behalf of 
church; and Don Collins, ordination cer­
tificate presentation. 

Deaths 
James Self dies in California 
The son of a former Kentucky pastor 
died July 14 in San Diego as a result of 
a swimming accident. 

The victim was James Arlin Self, son 
of Chester L. and Rosalie Self. 

The funeral was held in Farmington, 
Mo., where the Selfs live . 

· Seif fo rmerly pastored churches in 
Milton, ,Allensville, Sharon Grove and 
Stanton . ' 
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The following is an abridgement of a ·statement 
June 6 by John B. Breckinridge of Kentucky in the 
U. S. House of Representatives on the subject of 
tuition tax credits. 

"Mr. Speaker: On June 1, the House voted 237 to 
158, over my opposition, in favor of H. R. 12050, 
providing tax credits for tuition expenses. As 
passed by the House, H. R. 12050 provides a 
reduction of income taxes equal to 25 percent of 
tuition expenses for each student in private 
colleges, universities and postsecondary vocational 
schools. 

''The credit for higher education tuition would 
be limited to $100 per student in 1978, rising to 
$250 ~y 1980. Full time and certain part time 
(those taking at least one half the course load 
required for a full time student working toward an 
undergraduate degree) students would be eligible 
for the credit. For lower school tuition credit the 
limit would be $50, going up to $100 by 1979. 

"My experience in the legal profession and as 
attorney general of the Commonwealth of Ken­
tucky leads me to believe that this bill is clearly 
unconstitutional and violates the separation of 
church and state that has been one of the primary 
sources of our national strength in the past and 
must continue to be one of the keys to our nation's 
continuing success in the future. 

' 'During debate on the bill, I voted against an 
amendment that would have offered assistance to 
the parents of the more than five million private 

school students, including parochial schools. The 
amendment was approved by a vote of 209 to 194: 

'' My opposition was based primarily upon the 
fact that the provisions of the present bill are now 
tantamount to government aid to religion-clearly 
in violation of the Establishment Clause of the 
United States Constitution, which states 'Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion .. . .' 

"Recent Supreme Court decisions have stated 
that government aid to primarily sectarian schools 
may result in excessive government sponsorship 
of, or entanglement with, religion. These decisions 
illuminate a Supreme Court view, which I share, 
that below the college level, private church schools 
cannot prevent comingling of their religious 
mission with their educational mission. 

"The Supreme Court has, accordingly, tended to 
approve government subsidies that aid college­
level education, while disapproving tuition aid at 
the elementary and secondary school levels . 

' 'Proponents of tax credits speak of providing 
public schools with competition yet they fail to 
point out that it would result in unfair competition. 
The bill would insure that private schools whose 
students receive tuition tax credits would not be 
considered recipients of federal assistance. This 
provision means that private schools would not be 
subject to any of the requirements that public 
schools must now meet. 

" To receive federal aid; public schools must : 1) 
Serve all handicapped children with an appropriate 

free education; 2) Educate children in a language 
they can understand until they can learn in 
English; 3) Offer equal activities regardless of sex; 
and 4) Remove architectural barriers to the 
handicapped. 

"I believe that President Carter's proposed $1.5 
billion extension of existing federal scholarship and 
loans programs incorporated in H. R. 11274, 
Middle Income Student Assistance Act, introduced 
by Chairman Carl Perkins· of the Education and 
Labor Committee on Mar. 14, may be a better 
approach. 

"The move, partly designed to head off pressure 
for tuition tax credits, would increase the federal 
government's student aid spending to about $5.25 
billion. Most of the new aid would be targeted at 
families in the $16,000 to $25,000 income bracket 
and could potentially increase to 60 percent the 
percentage of college students eligible for federal 
aid. 

"By refusing to offer the services that public 
schools must provide, private schools would gain a 
grossly unfair advantage. 

"The House on Mar. 20 (with my support) voted 
218 to 156 not to consider H. R. 11274 without 
having a chance to vote on tuition credit as well. 

"The President suggested that he would veto a 
tuition tax credit bill because he could not accept 
both increased federal direct aid programs and tax 
allowances for education, as well as his opposition 
to the tax credit bill ' s potential un­
constitutionality. ' ' 

Life of 'another ordinary saint' rich, fruitful 
by E. Glenn Hinson 

G. C. Busch died last year. He was in his 90's and 
still "full of wisdom." Few outside his own neigh­
borhood will have noticed, but I did. Many others 
ought to take note . 

G. C. Busch fulfilled perfectly Jesus ' command that 
we love our neighbor as ourselves . Had it not been for 
him, our family would not have survived the 
depression of the 30's. No one knows how many 
others he helped just as he helped us. 

' Mr. Busch operated a small general merchandise 
store at Spring Bluff, Mo. As a matter of fact , Spring 
Bluff was Mr. Busch 's town. In all it consisted of his 
store, two-story, curlicued tin sided house, implement 
building, barn and feed store , over which was a large 
spare room that served as a town hall. 

The store was typical of its kind in the 30's-one 
room about 50 feet square with wood and glass cases 
lining three sides. Horse collars , hames and 
harnesses hung along the walls near the ceiling. Wall 
shelves bulged with canned goods, chewing tobacco , 
shoes , socks , clothing and myriad other things . 
Wooden barrels with meal, flour , sugar and other 
bulk items squatted on the floor everywhere. Some 
wooden rockers and spitoons ringed the pot-bellied 
stove on the east side of the room . A long porch, 
draped by a drooping tin roof, stretched across the 
front of the store. - -

To a six-year-old in the middle of the depression, 
Mr . Busch seemed like a millionaire. Looking back in 
retrospect, however, I can 't believe that he was a 
wealthy man. The store was only one source of his 
livelihood. With his two sons , Von and Lowell , he 
farmed, hauled cattle to St . Louis markets, traded 
livestock and property, and did other things. By_ 
contrast with our family, I suppose, he earned a com­
fortable living. How much he did or did not possess 
doesn 't really matter . What matters is his open­
handed generosity and unlimited compassion for 
those in need. 

Our family moved to a farm about five miles from 
Mr. Busch's store in 1937. The move was on account 
of my dad 's "health." Despite having only a fifth or 
sixth grade education, dad had built a successful new 
and used car dealership in St . Louis. But in the 
process, like many other businessmen, he became a 
social drinker and .then.an alcoholic . . He had to get 

. away from his business and·his cronies. _ 
The move to _the co_untry did not solve dad '~ real . 

problems, however, the sickness and the insecurity 
that underlie alcoholism. "Home brew," even during 
prohibition years, was plentiful in the country. Dad 
simply switched drinking companions, none of whom 
could comprehend that even one drink would be 
enough to transform an intelligent, sensitive, rational 
man into a blubbering, cruel, irrational bully who 
raged as his wife and pounded her black and blue. 

Even with dad around, we scarcely survived. If he 
hauled the cream, our exclusive source of cash money 
money. to town, he guzzled away most of the pro­
ceeds at Betz 's tavern before he got home. Mother 
got so she wouldn't trust him to deliver it and instead 
arranged to send it with neighbors. On the farm not 
much was required for food , but the cream money had 
to pay for grinding flour and feed for the cows , horses 
and chickens, buy overalls and shoes for two ram­
bunctious boys who could wear a hole in a seat or 
knee of overalls faster than a full time seamstress 
could mend them, and pay the $72 annual rental for 
our 80 acre farm . 

How many times Mr. Busch extended our credit in 
those years I cannot say. I do know that dozens of 
times when Lowell, only 16 or 17, wheeled into the 
feed lot with sacks of feed, a block of salt for the 
cows, a bundle of staples for the house, and other 
things, mother didn 't have a cent. I don't doubt that 
she paid every penny Mr. Busch billed her for, for she 
was too proud to take "charity. " But I wonder now 
how many times he found ways to reduce the bill or 
'' forgot '' to bill her at all. 

When I was seven, I contracted pneumonia after 
falling into our pond in mid-winter . In those pre­
penicillin days recovery was more by natural than by 
medical means. But I had to have some medicines and 
a doctor , neither of which we could afford. Besides, 
we had no car to drive to town. A doctor came once or 
twice . The Busch's delivered the medicines. I don't 
know who paid the bills, but I have strong suspicions. 

My father and mother's marriage finally fell totally 
apart in 1939. Dad went to St . Louis for work. For a 
while mother tried to keep both my older brother and 
me, but money was so short that she finally sent him 
to live with our aunt and uncle at Cuba, Mo. 
· This was the absolute low. There was no longer 
enough money to pay even the modest six dollars per 
month rent on the farm . We had to move. 
. We moved to a small farm about a mile from Mr. 

Busch 's store which was _owned by him. Our new 'farm · 
w~s not located near a good farm-to-market road' as 

t he other one had been, but it had an almost new and 
only partially completed two bedroom house, a good 
cistern, a barn for our cows and plenty of pasture. 
The rent also must have been right. 

Until mother remarried in 1941, Mr. Busch con­
tinued to keep us going. His little truck groaned up 
and down the rutted road with once-a-week deliveries 
of necessities. Even the rainy season, when the 
bottom dropped out of some of the ruts, failed to halt 
this mission of mercy. 

In all my years around Spring Bluff I never heard 
an unkind or critical word spoken of Mr. Busch. Year 
after year he taught Sunday school at the little Baptist 
church a stone's throw north of his store. He took 
time to pat children on their heads and to hand them 
penny candy. All loved him. 

He also reared two fine sons . Lowell, a gregarious, 
happy, kind youth , died in a plane crash in France 
during the Second World War. Von, quieter and more 
reserved than Lowell , minded the store for a time and 
then took up farming full time . Like his father , he has 
distinguished himself by his gentle perseverance in 
demonstrating Christian faith. 

Mr. Busch was the kind of man who gave without 
asking to receive . The way in which his life inter­
sected with mine reminds me of an observation of 
Father Alred Delp, who was executed by the Nazis in 
1945. After his sentencing Father Delp wondered 
whether his life had meant anything. He concluded, 
"If through one man's life there is a little more love 
and kindness, a little more light and truth in the 
world, then he will not have lived in vain . '' If Father 
Delp was right, as he surely must be, then how very 
rich and fruitful was the life of G. C. Busch, another 
ordinary saint. 

E. Glenn Hinson is the 
David T. Porter professor 
of church history at 
Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, 
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MK' s death brings parents 
clos~r . to peopl~ ~f Afri~a 

Buyers Guide 
Aluminum Siding, exterior decorating , quality 
work. Call Colville Aluminum Co. (502) 368-1100. 
- . . . . ... ...,. 

PLAN NOW!!! for 
Church Construction 
CHRISTIAN BUILDERS INC.A 
PO f-3◊-, 571. Hrt•nrwoo<l TN 37027 
CDNSTR UC TION MANA.C~MfN T 
rlNANCIAL CONSULTATION 

Write for 
FREE: 

SPE CIALI Z!olll ARCH ~ifCl U llAL .. grochure 
Laura Lee Eitelman 's death has 
brought important chang~ s to 
Koudougou, Upper Volta, whei:e her 
Southern Baptist missionary parents 
serve. 

their word for grace . ' ' Drains and Sewer Cleaning for churches, church 
members. Reasonable price. "24 Hrs . Service." 
For all drainage problems call Drainco Crain 

P.L A.NN IN(, Phon• lh1 S) 37J - l084 

Many of the people had lost children 
.. of .th~ir. own .... , . , ,. .. . . .. . 

· ·We felt a kinshfp with these people 
that we had never felt before , " the 
Eitelmans said. Now, after the death, 
church leaders have come to the Eitel­
mans to tell them of the sweeping effect 
their daughter's death has had on the 
community in establishing the legiti­
macy of'their work. 

·c1eanitig-, 968•1428, :Wuisville; '.Ky.··· ' '' --· ·' ._,, .,, . PA,llR'.~,~RJST,,INC; 
_frivat,e Home for i1c1erly ~adies 

Ray and Patsy Eitelman said they 
feel more tied to Africa than ever 
before, "having planted a part of us 
here . '' 

Used church pews, pulpit, pulpit chairs and com­
munion table . Northside Baptist Church, Science 
Hill, Ky. (606) 423-2271. 

For Sale: Western Recorder truck. New tires, new 
shocks, new muller, just tuned up and waxed­
excellent condition. $2,850. Phone (502) 245-4101, 
Ext . 273. 

Bapt ist ma naged. Not a nursing home . Pri­
vate room . Near bus line. Protective envir­
onment. Religious, social and recreational 
activities available . 

Mrs. Rene Groves, Adm. 
969 Cherokee Road, Louisville, Ky. 40204 

Miss Eitelman became ill July 1 at a 
boarding school in Ivory Coast . She 
came home to Upper Volta by private 
plane a few days later. Doctors diag­
nosed her ailment as hepatitis. She died 
July 12 in the Koudougou Hospital. 
''We were astonished to find ourselves 
surrounded by a community of African 
friends and brothers that came by the 
hundreds to help us dig the grave and 
to console us ," the Eitelmans said. She 
was buried beneath a giant tree on the 
farm operated by Eitelman, an agricul-

Before, many critics did not know 
who they were or had them confused 
with those who taught there was no 
God. Those critics saw the Christian 
community gather around the 
Eitelmans during their time of need. 

Church Furniture: Pews, pulpits , chairs, uphol­
stered and plain wood. More body comfort, beauty 
and durability at competitive prices. We also 
upholster your present pews. Martha Helen Coch­
ran, 123 White St . , Martin, Tenn. 38237. Phone 
1901) 587-3376. 

FIBERGLASS 
• STE EPLES 
e WA LL CROSS ES 
e STA INED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 

• BAP T ISTR IES 
e BAPTI STRY 

HEATE RS 

tural evangelist . · 
· 'Their comforting wish expressed in 

their language is : 'May God put his 
shade over you ' , ' ' the Eitelmans con­
tinued. "In this sunny country shade is 

''Thus in one grand stroke God 
silenced much opposition and brought 
glory to himself, '' the Eitelmans stated. 
"Laura had said early in life that she 
wanted to be a missionary . In 
retrospect, we can see that her dream 
was fulfilled ." 

Needed: Full time church secretary with book­
keeping experience. Salary negotiable . Call 363-
2697 for application. Hazelwood Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Ky. 

STEP UP TO$$ 
SERVING ALL REUCIONS 

Pric"" lo oatia{y ~ve•Y"f'r..Cereuce and ueed 
.... ----=="""'~ ,_ 
CONPITIOHID •.::..::==;..• .,._ 

PROJECT FINANCING 
FOR YOUR CHURCH 

"FUNDS IMMEDIATEL Y AVAILABLE" 
We can advance on pledge ca rds fo r any church with 50 or 
more members. We provide computer ized collection. 
accounti ng, reports and advances fo r immediate fu nding 
of your project. 

j~ 
~ BAPTISTRIES 

LIGHTS 

Why not have a definite plan , new career , or a 
change in the same career . We have an 
opening in the Middletown area . This is an 
outstanding opportunity for an ambitious indi­
vidual . We furnish all needed supplies. Abso­
lutely no investment. We train completely 
while you earn excellent profits. Training and 
help al ways available . If you need extra 
income by working either full time or part 
time, write : 

TWENTIETH CENTURY FINANCIAL CORP. 
1 W. Armour Blvd. 

Kansas City, Mo. 64111 

WINONA MONUMENT CO. 
Box 529 

Winona , MN 55987 

Sunday School Lessons H. C. Chiles 
Lessons for Aug. 27, 1978 

Life and Work Series Faith for life and death 
Philippians 1:12-14, 19-26 
In Philippians lz ;12-26 we have a splendid state­
ment of Paul's philosophy of life and death . Paul 
had longed to preach the gospel in Rome, and had 
prayed that God would open the way for him to do 
so. His prayer had been answered and he was in 
Rome in the capacity of a prisoner . 

When afflictions and trials came upon hini , 
through a cheerful submission to God 's will Paul 
became a better and stronger Christian . Instead of 
Paul's imprisonment curtailing his missionary 
work , it actually enlarged his sphere of usefulness 
and contributed much to the dissemination of the 
gospel in widely scattered areas. Knowing of 
Paul's faithfulness in proclaiming the gospel to 
those who were chained to him, some of the timid 
and discouraged souls who had been ashamed or 
afraid to give testimony for Christ redoubled their 
efforts to preach Christ to others who were not 
imprisoned . 

International Series 

Paul rejoiced that his imprisonment had contrib­
uted so much to his spiritual development . Each 
time that he needed grace to enable him to adjust 
uncomplainingly to a difficult situation or to main­
tain a spirit of composure and serenity in baffling 
circumstances , God supplied his needs in answer 
to the earnest prayers of the Philippians . 

Utterly forgetful of himself, Paul ' s overwhelming 
desire was to glorify Christ through compliance 
with his will in life and in death. Equating life and 
Christ , Paul expressed his profound philosophy of 
life in the words : " For to me to live is Christ ." 

Surveyipg the two possibilities-continued life 
on earth and death- Paul was ready for either and 
faced both with equanimity. It was simply a 
question of whether he should serve Christ on 
earth or enjoy him in glory. Ready to go and willing 
to wait, Paul wanted the Lord 's preference to be 
the determining factor . 

Acts 28:16-17, 21-31 
Toward an unhindered gospel 

Paul had yearned to go to Rome to impart to the 
Christians there such spiritual help as would 
establish them in the faith and strengthen .them for 
more effective service for Christ. 

Ere he reached the city groups of Christians 
went out to meet him. Their presence and expres­
sions of love thrilled Paul as he realized through 
them the presence, the purpose , the promise and 
the power of God. 

How wonderfully God arranged everything! Due 
to divine providence and the resultant generosity of 
the Roman officials, Paul was not incarcerated in 
the common prison but was permitted to dwell in a 
private house in company with a soldier to whom 
he was linked by a chain. Unable to go to any of 
the seven synagogues in Rome because such free­
dom was not permitted to a prisoner, when three 
days elapsed Paul called the leading Jews to the 
place where he was confined. Paul explained to · 
them the circumstances of his imprisonment, then 
preached Christ and pleaded with them to accept 
him as their personal saviour. Some believed but . 
the majority continued in their unbelief and their 
oppositjon to Paul. 

The Jewish leaders pretended that they did not 
know anything about the case against Paul, inas- · :-

~ . • •• t - ._ • , • • • ~ • • ·• - , ; • 1 • ► ; 1 , , 

much as the Jews from Judea had not submitted to 
them any reports on this subject. Having heard 
some unfavorable reports about the Christian faith, 
the Jews deemed it appropriate to hear from the 
lips of Paul what Christians really believed. Conse­
quently , a day was designated for them to hear 
what Paul had to say about the Christian faith : 

When the apostle quoted God's word as 
recorded by Isaiah in condemnation of their unbe­
lief, delivered his message of warning to them and 
concluded with the climactic words in verse 28, 
what he had said created an uproar and they 
stalked out of the house. 

Paul was detained in his own hired house for two 
years at the least . Even though,:.., was chained he 
was not silenced. Though a prisoner, he had a 
glorious ministry; preaching Christ to the guards 
who were chained to him in shifts of rapid succes­
sion . His gracious character, noble life and power­
ful preaching won their admiration and resulted in 

• the salvation of many. In the course of their duties, 
some of these men entered the palace and various 
others were sent throughout the empire . 

·From.Paul's experience we.learn the important 
truth that circumstances need never,prevent any 
C4ristian from_ ~itnes~ing' _i~'r Christ. . . . ' . ., . . 
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FrankO\ven 
Let's try 
I don't want to wear you out on the subject 
of Bold Mission Thrust but , beloved, we are 
in the last month of our fiscal year which 
ends Aug. 31. How much the churches give 
through our office by Aug. 31 is very 
important . 

The Southern Baptist Convention has 
acted to request all the states to do our 
dead-lev-el best to double Cooperative Pro­
gram receipts by 1982 and then to double 
twice again after that before the year 2000 
A.D. Our receipts have shown healthy 
growth again this year but nothing like the 
rate of growth that must be reached if we 
are to fulfill the Cooperative Program 's part 
in Bold Mission Thrust. 

For seven consecutive years we have 
adopted a large Cooperative Program 
budget increase (20 % increase this year) . 
On top of the firm budget commitment level 
we usually adopt a "challenge budget" 
whose commitments are only tentative . We 
have called the top figure of this challenge 
budget our " Hallelujah Goal. " We have 
always gone over the basic budget itself and 
achieved a goodly portion of the ' 'challenge 
budget '' but we have never reached the 
''Hallelujah Goal. '' 

Last year it looked lik_e we would do so , 
but our receipts tapered off at the end. Two 
months ago it looked again like we would 
make it this year but now it has tapered off 
again-still increasing, but not enough . 

(I am repeatedly amazed at how closely 
our receipts follow the tightening and 
loosening of money rates and other financial 
indices that I hear and read about in the 
news media.) 

July receipts were very good ($668,790.05 
compared with $625,463 .18 a year ago) but 

, not nearly enough to promise achievement 
of our $8,000,000 " Hallelujah Goal" by 
Aug. 31. August receipts have started well 
($530,000 as of August 9) but far from 
decisive against the rate of climb called for 
in Bold Mission Thrust. 

We still could go out on the top if enough 
churches would decide to catch up or to · -
come with an extra before Aug. 31. Won't 
vou? We 'd love to reach the '.' Hallelujah . 
Goal" for the 'firsttiirie ; Let's try. 
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