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—~=""""" January Bible Study can be an important Bible study opportunity for the entire family.

Mark: the gospel for study

in January Bible emphasis

January Bible Study, an annual Bible study event in
Southern Baptist churches, will include a study of
Mark’s gospel for adults and 1 and 2 Timothy for
youth. Resources also are available for preschool and
children’s studies.

“‘January Bible Study provides an opportunity for

- church members to organize their Bible knowledge

through a survey of a whole book of the Bible or major
part of a book,’’ said Stuart Arnold, project promotion
consultant in the Sunday School Board’s Sunday
School Department.

Bible Study Week is scheduled for Jan. 8-12 on the
Southern Baptist Convention’'s denominational
calendar, though some churches schedule January
Bible Study at other times due to weather conditions.

Arnold said that while churches use different for-
mats and time slots for January Bible Study, many are
beginning on Sunday night and continuing through
Wednesday or Thursday.

Mark: The Savior for Sinners by the late Raymond
Bryan Brown is the title of the book which adults will
study. Other resources available by the same title
include a teaching guide, study guide, teaching re-
source kit, filmstrip, cassette tape, video cassette and
motion picture. All products may be purchased
through Baptist Book Stores. The video cassette and
motion picture may be purchased or rented through
Baptist Film Centers. '

Christ: Style for Discipleship by Carolyn Blevins is
the youth study book on 1 and 2 Timothy. A teaching
resource kit by the same title also is available.

This Is My Bible by Bethann F. Van Ness and
William L. Blackwell and How Can I Please God? by
Lou Mishler Heath are the books for older and younger
children, respectively.

Older preschoolers will study Discovering Sounds by
Mary Llew Browns and younger preschoolers, Jesus
Loves Me.

Western Recorder raised
to meet postal increases

. Subscription rates for Western Recorder will be raised

50 cents Jan. 1to help offset postal increases which
more than doubled in the summer of 1978. The paper
has absorbed the inereases for six months but now
feels they must be passed along to the consumer.

Action by the Recorder’s board of directors, meeting
Dec. 8, will raise single subscriptions to $4.20
including tax. Foreign rates will be $4.25. Subscrip-
tions through the church budget plan will be $3.00.

C. Carman Sharp, pastor of Louisville’s Deer Park
Baptist Church, was reelected to a one-year term as
chairman of the 12-member Western Recorder board.

Harold J. Purdy, pastor of Madisonville’s First
Baptist Church, was reelected vice chairman. Billy D.

- Marcum, pastor of Brandenburg’s First Church, was

reelected the board’s secretary.
The group welcomed two new directors—Tom
Butler, Paducah layman; and Ronald P. Moore, pastor

* of First Church, Highland Heights. Both were elected

by the Kentucky Baptist Convention in November.
The directors approved staff reports, reviewed the
1977-78 audit and organized into committees of the
board for 1979. Directors, staff members, retirees and
their spouses were entertained at Western Recorder’s
annual Christmas banquet iollowmg the board’s

- adjournment.

Sharp ey
Baptist agency raps
IRS school proposal

A proposal by the Internal Revenue Service to require
church-related schools to prove they are racially non-
discriminatory or risk the loss of their tax exemption
amounts to a ‘‘direct affront’’ to the First Amendment,
a Baptist agency in Washington charged. -

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs,
which represents eight U. S. Baptist bodies with a
combined membership of nearly 27 million persons,
joined numerous other religious groups covering vir-
tually the entire religious spectrum in opposing the
proposal first announced in August. The Baptist Joint
Committee urged the IRS to abandon the plan.

‘When the proposed revenue procedure announce-
ment was made in the Federal Register, it was accom-
panied by a note that IRS did not consider the matter -
sufficiently ‘‘significant’’ to merit a public hearing.
After the proposal was made public, however, IRS was
inundated by a flood of protest and announced a one-
day hearing for Dec. 5.

With objections continuing to pour in, IRS hurriedly

_expanded the length of the hearings, first to three and

finally to four full days, with some 250 witnesses from
across the nation scheduled to be heard.

The Baptist Joint Committee testimony, delivered
by executive director James E. Wood Jr., declared,
‘‘ Anything short of exempting church-related and
church-operated schools from coverage by these and
other similar procedures rulings and regulations will
not cure the serious church-state constltutlonal prob-
lems which are inherent in them.’

Wood emphasized that while the Baptist J oint Com-
mittee ‘‘commend(s) efforts on the part of government
to eliminate racial discrimination in public-financed

- education,’’ it nevertheless opposes the proposed pro-

cedure on church-state grounds.



Earnestly contend for the faith
which was once for all delivered -
to the saints.—Jude 3
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Daley Observations

The church newsletter
in inflationary times

How much does your church budget for its
newsletter?

Would you be willing to save 50%? 60% ?
70%? 80% or more? -

In a time when inflation is spiraling . . . when
Bold Missions is compelling . . . and when plain
old common sense, austerity and stewardship are
called for, it makes sense to discover methods of
extending the value of tithes and offerings to
their fullest potential.

At Western Recorder, we’ve felt the unbeliev-
able pinch of skyrocketing second class postal
rates, just as every church affiliated with the
Kentucky Baptist Convention has. Our postage
bill more than doubled in 1978. Our churches are
laboring under similar burdens. Yet, we are still
under a conviction that news from the churches,
state and Southern Baptist Convention leads to a
responsive, caring, giving, sharing constituency.

We think we’ve found a way to help us all in
this cooperative enterprise. Western Recorder is
now offering to piggyback local church news on
the outside covers of its publication to provide
church members with weekly news from many
sources in one package.

The job can be done as economically as you
wish. If the church secretary prepares copy on her
typewriter and furnishes it to us in camera ready
form, your only charge is the $6.00
plate-changing fee our printer passes on to us. If
you prefer to have your page typeset rather than
typewritten, you negotiate with a typesetter for
the best deal you can find, give us your copy and
still pay only the $6.00 fee. No additional costs,
except $1.75 for each photo included. No more.

Some other things you should know: 1) You
don’t have to add your entire membership to the
mailing list to receive this service—only resident
members or families. 2) You may run your
material every week or sporadically—as you
choose. You will be charged the $6.00 just the
weeks you run church news. 3) You may use

“one-half page or the whole page for your news. If
you use the half page, you may specify which half
you prefer. -

Think of the time the church secretary will save
in extensive preparation and mailing of the
church newsletter! Think of the paper and print-
ing savings! And think of the postal savings to
your church because Western Recorder is absorb-
ing your postal burden for you! If you don’t have
more to invest in missions and local church
programs as a result, something is definitely
wrong.

Write or call Western Recorder, Box 43401,
Middletown, KY 40243, (502) 245-4101 for addi-
tional information. A representative will be happy
to work with you so your church may begin saving
money soon!

Christmas and a plain
brown wrapper

A plain brown wrapper means different things to
different people but it has a very special meaning
to Southern Baptists and their Foreign Mission
Board. For in spite of the fact that the mails fre-
quently bring more than $1 million to the Foreign
Mission Board for world missions, the most
valuable mail every received by the board arrived
without a check and in a plain brown wrapper.

The package contained the ashes of Lottie
Moon who died on Christmas eve 1912 aboard a
ship on the way home from China for a long
deserved furlough. She died of malnutrition and
her ashes appropriately were mailed to the South-
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

The ashes of Lottie Moon are not a religious
relic. Baptists don’t believe in such. In fact, 99
out of 100 Baptists don’t know she was cremated.

~ Neither is she a saint to Baptists for we leave the

bestowal of sainthood to God.

But Lottie Moon was saintly and it’s most
appropriate to perpetuate her memory by giving
her name to the annual Christmas offering for
foreign missions. The whole idea of a special
offering to supplement mission funds originated
with her.

Lottie Moon not only originated this offering
but her spirit and ministry exemplified the
noblest in missionary commitment. She went to
China not as an American merely to tell the
Chinese about Jesus but she buried herself as the
only white person for miles around to live a
Chinese life as a Christian. And her malnutrition
was probably a result of sharing food she needed
herself with hungry Chinese.

The annual Lottie Moon prayer, study and
offering in December is as much a part of Christ-
mas for Southern Baptists as Christmas trees and
Santa Claus. For many of us our offering for
foreign missions is the most redemptive part of
our Christmas observance.

The first special offering for foreign missions in
1888 amounted to $3,315. The 1978 Lottie Moon
goal is $40 million, an increase of more than $8.5
million over 1977.

Now that is a bold goal for Bold Mission
Thrust! But boldness is the name of the game if
we are serious about Bold Mission objectives.
How Southern Baptists respond to this Lottie
-Moon bold goal may indicate how we will respond
to other Bold Mission goals.

We have some Lottie Moon bold goals in
churches in Kentucky. Would you believe one
congregation plans to give $25,000 through the
Lottie Moon offering this year? This is Bowling
Green First Baptist.

The 1978 theme ‘ ‘Tell It Out with Gladness’’
actually means pray it out and give it out with
gladness and boldness.

The Jonestown tragedy

The suicide and murder of over 900
members of the People’s Temple sect
may be the most sensational news story of
the 20th century. It will be interpreted
and analyzed as long as time lasts. There
is no way to completely comprehend the
Jonestown tragedy but some useful ex-
planations are being offered. Among
these are those included in this issue on
pages 4 and 5. They are commended for
your study.

Baptist Forum

Acts 13:1-4 original bold missions

In reference to the article ‘‘Bold missions to last with-
out him’’ by Bill Webb in Oct. 25 issue of Western
Recorder, quoting SBC president Jimmy Allen on Bold
Mission Thrust. I was disappointed to see that Christ
was not mentioned in either the initiation or success of
the program.

The greatest example of bold missions is in Acts
13:1-4. The church at Antioch was ministering to the
Lord and fasting. The Holy Spirit said ‘‘Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have
called them.’’ The Bible says they were sent out by the
Holy Spirit. Paul and Barnabas were only vessels
through which the Spirit worked. And whole continents
received the gospel message by a handful of people.

I believe when our works are trued by fire (1 Cor.
3:11-15) only the works of the Spirit will count, all the
rest—wood, hay, stubble —will burn up.

If we would seek to be rightly related to God and
each other and listen to his Spirit, just as in Acts 13,

‘then I believe he would initiate the programs and great
things could be accomplished for his kingdom.
Dorothy Clark, Calvert City

““This century’s worst religioué villain’’

It is an exceedingly dangerous decision to give any
human being one’s absolute loyalty and blind obedi-.
ence. While the case of ‘‘Reverend’’ Jimmie Jones and
his 914 disciples is most prominent just now, such
tragedies have happened time and again . . . in less
dramatic fashion.

-Thave seen ‘‘Christian’’ people do a lot of silly,
childish, stupid things because of a mindless devotion
to some human being. There is only ONE to. whom we
can give ourselves without fear or reservation, and he
is Jesus the Christ of God.

I have seen people get all wrapped up in some tele-

'vision personality like Garner Ted Armstrong, whose
heinous conduct has now been exposed by his old dad.
I have seen Baptists give to glamorous, far-off radio
and television stars with a pious accent—those un-
scrupulous prophets who profiteer off the gullibility of
easily emoted people, people looking for a visible
messiah.

One of the most popular radio-television money-
changers had his hand called by the Securities and
Exchange Commission for alleged federal offenses in
handling funds in his exceedingly lucrative kingdom —
while he was flying around in a church-owned jet. And
he’s still flying high, financed primarily by infatuated
Baptist followers all across this nation. Needless to
say, I am not referring to Billy Graham who has an
excellent record of accountability.

I have seen people lie, cheat and steal and do other
ungodly life-destroying, fellowship-destroying
things—because some persuasive, cunning, saintly
Jimmie Jones told them to do so.

The other side of that Guyana story is that there may
now be some evidence that Jimmie Jones once upon a
time was a genuine, caring human being bent on
helping heal the hurts of oppressed people. But some-
thing went wrong, and he who was very religious and
saintly turned into this century’s worst religious
villain.

Lest this sound all cynical let me remind you that in
Christ Jesus there is a wholesome, balanced place
where we can mutually trust, love, encourage and
edify. Paul’s beautiful comradeship with his beloved
Philippians is a superb model for that kind of relation-
ship (Phil. 1:3-11). But Paul never reduced them to
witness puppets. He was always pointing them to
Jesus; and Paul remained productive and useful as he
led them to the ONE who came that we might have life
and that more abundantly. e 4 ;

Harold A. Shirley, Talladega, Ala. " *
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Congregations

Congratulations Kentucky . . .
Kentucky Baptist churches have re-
ported over 61,000 persons enroled in
their choirs and music leadership roles.
This is the first time enrolment has
exceeded 60,000.

Beechwood celebrates anniversary
Beechwood Baptist Church, Louisville,
celebrated its 25th anniversary during
the months of November and Decem-
ber. All former ministers returned to
participate in the ceremonies: Nov. 19,
James B. Sawyer, associate pastor,
Highland Church, Louisville; Nov. 26,
C. Welton Gaddy, senior pastor, Broad-
way Church, Ft. Worth, Tex.; and Dec.
3, Howard Hovde, Center for Counsel-
ing, Houston, Tex. A reception was held
each evening honoring the former
pastors.

Joseph R. Estes is currently pastor at
Beechwood. Estes, who went to Beech-
wood in summer of 1977, had previously
pastored in Louisville and served with
the Foreign Mission Board.

Burgher travels to Russia

Edmon Burgher Jr. of Clay City reports

that he will travel to Russia in January.
Burgher is a former missionary to

Russia and Czechoslovakia. He requests

the prayers of fellow Kentucky Baptists

for this mission.

Victory offering retires debt

Clark’s River Baptist Church, Symsonia,
had a special ‘‘Victory Sunday’’ offer-
ing in October to pay off its indebted-
ness. ;

In 1974 the church borrowed $150,000
to relocate and build a new auditorium
and educational building. As of Oct. 1
the debt had been reduced to $14,000.
The church received $15,500 through
the special victory offering.

On Dec. 10 a special dedication day .
note burning was held. Former pastor
Gary Frizzell of Northside Baptist
Church, Mayfield, was guest speaker.

Combined choirs to present cantata.
The combined choirs of Coral Hill Bap-
tist Church and Hiseville Baptist
Church, Liberty Association, will
present John W. Peterson’s ‘‘Carol of
Christmas’’ cantata Dec. 16 at Hiseville
and Dec. 17 at Coral Hill.

Tim Owings, pastor at Hiseville, will
be accompanist. James Garner, organist
at Coral Hill, will direct the cantata.

Note burning services were held Oct. 29 at Oak Grove Baptist Churéh,. Little River

Youth participate in lock-in

The youth from Guthrie Baptist Church
and Calvary Baptist Church, Bethel
Association, took part in a ‘‘lock-in”’
held in the activities building of First

- Baptist Church, Clarksville.

Activities and Bible study were led by
John LaNoue, interim pastor at Calvary
and Jerry Gray, Guthrie.

Russell County youth to sing

Russell County associational youth carol
sing will be held Dec. 21 at 6:00 p.m.
beginning at Jamestown Baptist
Church. :

Personnel

Armstrong elected chairman

Mrs. Elaine Armstrong, wife of Glen
Armstrong, pastor, Beaver Dam Baptist
Church, Ohio Association, has been
elected chairman of the program com-
mittee of the Kentucky Baptist Pastors’
Wives Fellowship.

Kelley accepts Illinois pastorate

George T. Kelley has resigned as pas-
tor of Deanefield (Ky.) Baptist Church to
accept a pastorate in Illinois.

Tucker assumes pastorate

R. Tommy Tucker assumed the
pastorate of Horse Cave (Ky.) Baptist
Church on Dec. 7.

Tucker, a native of Green County,
received his MDiv degree from Southern
Seminary. :

He and his wife, the former Glenda
DeSpain, have two sons. -

Epley calls Piper
Epley Baptist Church, Logan Associa-
tion, called Don Piper as pastor effec-
tive Nov. 19. .

Piper has previously pastored
churches in Muhlenburg Association.

Clenney accepts Ohio pastorate

Ty Clenney, pastor of Inmanuel Baptist
Church, Danville, has resigned to accept
the pastorate of Rolling Hills Baptist
Church, Fairfield, Ohio effective Dec.
31.

Clenney, who attended Southern
Seminary, has been at Inmanuel for five
years. He is a 1961 graduate of Camp-
bellsville College.

Yates new pastor at Grove Center
George Yates, DeKoven, has been

Association. Total expenditures was $123,000. Pictured with pastor Harold Lassiter
are representatives of the building committee, trustees and deacons.

called as pastor of Grove Center Baptist
Church.

Yates, who assumed pastoral duties
Nov. 12, had been supply pastor for
Grove Center.

Yates succeeds Steven Winebarger,
Sturgis, who resigned for health
reasons.

Yates, his wife and daughter, will
continue to reside in DeKoven where he
was pastor of DeKoven Baptist Church.

Ordinations

Frick ordained in Nashville y
J. Paul Frick, pastor, Clear Run Baptist
Church, Ohio Association, was ordained
Nov. 26 by Woodmont Baptist Church in
Nashville, Tenn.

Elk Lick ordains four
Elk Lick Baptist Church, Logan Associ-
ation, elected Marion Wells, Gaylan
Bauch, Gary Kelley and David Coursey
to be ordained as deacons during De-
cember.

Edwin Douglas is pastor.

Johnson ordained at Monterey
V. C. Johnson Jr. was ordained Nov. 26
at Monterey (Ky.) Baptist Church. John
Carney, associate pastor of First Baptist
Church, Cushing, Okla. gave the
message. Kim McCarson of Frankfort
provided the special music and Edd
Foley, pastor of Monterey, presented
the Bible.

A reception followed the ordination.

Johnson is pastor of Greenup Fork
Baptist Church in Owen County. He and
his wife, Ruth, and daughter, Pam,
reside in Frankfort.

Revivals

Cynthiana revival successful
Cynthiana (Ky.) Baptist Church recently
concluded a successful revival with Bill
Penley of North Carolina as evangelist
and Lowell Leistner of Florida as song
leader.

There were 17 professions of faith, 20
rededications and three by letter.

Bill Jaggers is the pastor.

Ridgecrest reports 15 decisions
Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Beaver
Dam, has just completed a successful
revival with Billy Walker from Arkansas
as evangelist.

Eleven professions of faith and four
transfers of membership were reported.

Jesse Tichenor is pastor.

Successful revival at Sunshine
Sunshine Baptist Church, Upper Cum-
berland Association, reported 16 deci-
sions at a weekend revival. There were
three professions of faith and one by
letter. Nasby Mills was the evangelist.

Deaths

Charles L. Tipton, Jeffersonville, Ind.
has died. He was a native of Louisville, a
graduate of Georgetown College and
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
He was a retired Army chaplain and a
member of Walnut Street Baptist
Church, Louisville. Earlier in his minis-
try he had been pastor of the Viney Fork
Baptist Church near Richmond and the
Pigeon Fork Baptist Church, Waddy. He
also served as superintendent of
missions for Bell County Association
and Severns Valley Baptist Association.
He is survived by his wife, the former
Dorothy Smith, and one son, Stephen
Tipton, Charlestown.

Missions

Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Baker were among
31 people named as new missionaries
during the November meeting of the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board
in Richmond, Va.

They will do theological extension
work in Ecuador, where he will be a
teacher in theological extension and she
will be involved in home and church
work. Currently he is pastor of Pleasant
Hill Baptist Church, Hopkinsville.

Baker was born in Ft. Campbell. He
received a bachelor degree from Murray
State University and his divinity degree
from New Orleans Seminary.

He has been a-chaplain and counselor
with the Volunteers of America in New
Orleans and pastor of Barataria Bap-
tist Church, Lafitte, La. _

Mrs. Baker, the former Lou Anne Pool
of Hopkinsville, was graduated from ;
University of Kentucky Hopkinsville
Community College and from Murray
State. She was alumni secretary for
public relations at the New Orleans
seminary.

They have two children.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Albert Hill will serve as
missionary associates in Portugal. He
will pastor an English speaking church

- and she will be involved in home and

church work. s

Hill, native of Alabama, received the
bachelor of theology degree from South-
ern Seminary, Louisville.

Mrs. Hill, the former Evelyne Camp-
bell of Franklin, attended Woman’s
Missionary Training School in Louis-
ville. She has been active in association-
al and state WMU leadership.

They have three daughters.

Mr. and Mrs. David C. Long will serve
in North Brazil, where he will be a reli-
gious education promoter and she will
work in church and home.

Long received his master of divinity
degree from Southern Seminary. He
also attended Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex.

Long also served as minister of music -
and youth at First Baptist Church,
Middletown, Ky., and as minister of
youth at First Baptist Church, Jackson-
ville, Ala.

Mrs. Long, originally from Texas,
taught in the Greater Clark County
Schools in Jeffersonville, Ind., and
taught private piano lessons in Jack-
sonville.

"They have two children.

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. (Bud) Bethel have
been appointed to work in the Leeward
Islands, where he will be a school ad-
ministrator and she will be involved in
home and church work. Currently they
are attending Southern Seminary, Louis-
ville, and Immanuel Baptist Church,
Elizabethtown.

Bethel, a native of Hamden, Ohio,
was graduated from Campbellsville Col-
lege and Western Kentucky University,
Bowling Green. For 10 years he was .
associated with Northern Local Schools
as a principal, teacher and coach. He
also taught school and coached basket-
ball and track for two years in Larue and
Hardin counties in Kentucky.

Mrs. Bethel, the former Jackie Ed-
wards of Elizabethtown, was graduated
from Campbellsville College and from
Western Kentucky University. She also
taught school in Larue and Hardin
counties.

They have one daughter.



Jones (Satan) twisted power

of love into love of power

by John P. Newport

The history of the People’s Temple movement, which
culminated in the largest mass murder-suicide in the
20th century, shows the classic pattern of the demonic.

From a biblical perspective it is evident that the
““The Rev.”” Jim Jones and some of his leaders had
Satanic characteristics and exhibited manifestations of
anti-Christ figures.

Earmarks of the demonic, revealed in the macabre
events at Jonestown, Guyana, which destroyed the
lives of more than 900 persons include preoccupation
with pain and death, distortion and perversion of sex
.and family life, mind control, use of religion as a
vehicle of power with the leader claiming to be God
incarnate, such counterfeit gifts of the spirit as healing
and use of spiritual phenomena, mind control tech-
niques, deprivation of freedom and progression from
something seemingly good to moral degeneracy.

Christians, shocked by this unbelievable tragedy,
grapple with how to react to it in light of Jones’ claim
that his movement was ‘‘Christian.’’ That’s the prob-
lem faced by many, especially the young, in an era in
which many cults inveigle persons to convert to their
. cause.

VA theological perspective .

_ Christians may gain insight from sociologists and psy-
chologists who have examined the horror of Jones-
town. But, for these Christians, these explanations do
not take the place of or exclude a theological explana-
tion based on the central teachings of the Bible.
The Bible’s central affirmation is the reality of God

as a personal Father of love, righteousness and power. V

God limited himself in giving freedom, both to per-
sonal angelic beings and humans. Satan, as a created
spiritual being, rebelled against God. Biblical teaching
states that he pursued a pattern-of defiance and rebel-
lion against God and his purposes. Other fallen angels
followed Satan in his revolt against God.

Satan’s plan is to disorganize &nd disrupt the true
knowledge, worship and purposes of God. Satan
further seeks to organize his own kingdom and control
men and obtain their worship. The apostle Paul warns
us that Satan often disguises his followers as ‘‘angels
of light’” or ‘‘servants of righteousness.”’

During the earthly ministry of Jesus Satan worked
through political and religious groups. In recent his-

' tory Satan apparently has reincarnated himself in such
men and movements as Hitler and the Nazi party,
Charles Manson and the Manson family and Jones and
the People’s Temple.

The biblical perspective definitely points to Satanic
characteristics in Jones and some of his followers.

First, Jones sought to pervert and distort the reli-
gious instincts of humble people. Approximately 70
percent of his followers were underprivileged people
from urban ghettos. He took advantage of their reli-
gious background to pose as a Christian prophet. He
faked miraculous faith healings. He used prior investi-
gations to supplement his apparent psychic divination
powers which he used to amaze people with details of
their lives.

Many of his middle class followers were counter-
culture idealists who originally were caught up in the
movements protesting against the Vietnam War, '
nuclear weapons and other problems in American
society. Jones used their interest in racial, economic
and social justice as a wedge to gain their adherence.
He talked of a Christian socialist democracy and a
classless and integrated society.

A love for power

But soon his so-called power of love was twisted into
the love of power. After using religious and idealistic
interests to gain followers, Jones began to seek con-
trol of their lives. He demanded all their possessions
.on the threat of death. He led many into adulterous
and homosexual relationships. Then they were forced
to sign statements admitting their acts along with
admissions of steali’ng and other wrong doings. They
were forced to sign pledges to kill defectors and com-
mit suicide at Jones’ command.

Jones’ professed devotion to socialist justice turned
into fascist tyranny. He manipulated and used his
followers to gain power in high political arenas,
including the communistic leaders in Guyana.

He used classical techniques of mind control. In
Guyana he used sleep and food deprivation, constant
propaganda and the breaking down of the family
structure. Armed guards patroled the grounds.
People’s Temple members had no way to communicate

with the outside world. Defectors were harrassed and
threatened. Dark circles underthe eyes and loss of
weight were signs of loyalty. Deprived of passports
and money, living in a dangerous jungle area, his
followers were completely at his mercy. He conducted
mock mass suicide rituals regularly and brainwashed
children with electrode machines, called ‘‘Blue
Monsters.’’

Seeking his clue from the famous cult leader, Father
Divine, Jones began to claim that he was God
incarnate or the incarnation of Christ, Buddha and

" Lenin. He saw himself in a messianic role. This led him

to the belief that he could transcend all biblical ideas of
right or wrong.

He was to be called ‘‘Father’’ or ‘‘Dad.”’ Confes-
sions were to be made to him. He was reported to have
had sexual relations with dozens of women in the
group and many men. His professed end justified any
means.

These praciices are clearly in line with the biblical
description of anti-Christ figures. In fact, in his latter
days, Jones openly stated that he did not believe in a
God outside of himself. He said, ‘I am God. There is
no other God and religion is the opiate of the people.”’
His followers wore amulets or charms, which contained
his picture. He demanded absolute loyalty in worship.

Jones developed other techniques of anti-Christ
figures. He alone knew the truths on all subjects.
Defectors were to be sought out and killed. He felt the
end of the world was near, enemies were closing in and
spies were everywhere ready to persecute and kill him
and his followers. :

Without me, all is nought

‘‘Now that I have killed Congressman Ryan, I will be
killed,’’ he said. ‘‘If I am lost your life will be mean-
ingless. Our cause is right. Mass suicide in the service
of me and my cause will further the cause in my
memory. It’s beautiful to die for me and my cause.”’
The Guyana events indicate the power of Satan is

awesome and seemingly irresistible from a human
perspective. We live in a time in which we must face
how to deal with the power of the occult. The Christian
has the resources.

Confronted with cults Christians may test or ‘‘try the
spirits’’ by examining their attitude toward Christ (1
John 4:1-6), the fruits of their efforts, and their moral -
and spiritual teachings and practices. In the
beginning, moral practices, as was the case with
Jones’ group, may be hard to test since the pattern
indicates gradual degeneration from good to evil.

The biblical teachings state that a person cannot
resist Satan in his or her own natural strength and
human wisdom. The biblical drama further tells of
God’s love plan which sent his son Jesus Christ to
identify with man’s predicament. It is the good news of
Christianity, that in the life, death, resurrection and
ascended power of Jesus Christ, we have resources
available to resist Satan and provide for the fulfilling
and victorious life in the here and now and in the
eternal life hereafter.

One prominent psychiatrist points out that mental

" iliness relates primarily to disorders of the mind. Satan

works primarily on bondage of the will. The message of
Chnstxamty is that Christ can deliver us from bondage
and give us purpose and meaning.

For the Christian the underlying theological mean-
ing of the Guyana events unfolds in the biblical teach-
ing. Because of Satan’s tempting power and man’s
rebellion similar events will undoubtedly continue as
history moves towards its climax, the second coming of
Jesus Christ.

But Christians do not set dates for the end. Chris-
tians rather seek to learn from such tragedies. They
seek to test or try the spirits. They renew efforts to
incarnate Christianity in terms of personal and social
application. They redouble efforts in Christian
teaching and evangelism. Theological seminaries

_ intensify their efforts to more adequately train

authentic Christian leaders and ministers.

Christians also realize anew that America’s hard
won and deeply treasured religious freedom requires
constant vigilance. Even now less dramatic and
extreme groups are using the media, subliminal tech-
niques and ritual incantations to impair or harm
children and young people.

New Testament churches must redouble efforts to
engender authentic freedom and a discriminating per-
spective under the lordship of Christ as a model for the
community, the nation and the world.

Priesthood—Baptist safeguard

by Glenn Igleheart

The People’s Temple began as a church and ended as
acult.

The church Jim Jones started has been affiliated for
the last 20 years with the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), a respected, full fledged Christian denomi-
nation. But press coverage related to the mass deaths
of more than 900 people in Jonestown, Guyana, reveals
how deviant the People’s Temple group became.

But even though shocked by the mass murder-
suicide, we should not accept at face value some of the
overstatements printed by media representatives who
have interviewed everybody in sight.

Those overstatements include quotes which imply
that all cult groups are like the People’s Temple in that
they physically, mentally and morally abuse their
members. Some do, but few are as suicidal and sadistic
as Jones and his followers. 5

We also need to guard against overreaction. Parents
with children in sect groups should not panic and take -
extremist measures to separate their children from
these groups. They can use Jonestown as a prod to sect
leaders to let them see and communicate with their’
children, but be cautious not to over-respond.

Another form of overreaction includes the call for
government investigation of all religious groups in this
country. The need for accurate information is impera-
‘tive, but we need to be careful before we further
accelerate political intrusions into religious life.

The events at Jonestown should burn into our aware-
ness the dangers of this kind of cultish thinking. Many-
groups exist which began with a leader who claimed a
heavenly vision with its derived authority, and who
gathered a group of committed followers around him.

When he proclaims religious beliefs or practices
which deviate from biblical patters his followers either
do not recognize them as distortions of biblical teach-
ing or else choose to accept them as a more valid truth.
Members will condone questionable practices like
faked healings or deceptive fund-raising because of the
end it serves of getting new members and new money.

Christians need to be aware of the beliefs and prac-
tices of other religious groups in their community.
They need to stand for the preservation of free reli-
gious expression, but also should be able to evaluate

other religious groups and to speak out against devi-
ant beliefs and abuses against persons.

Judging by the Bible

Every Christian should examine religious groups in
light of biblical norms. These include acceptance of the

‘ultimate authority of God, the unquestioned lordship of

Jesus Christ, the unimpeded right of each believer as a
member of the body of Christ to communicate with God
and use of the Bible as the norm against which all reli-
gious doctrines and practices should be verified.

Public pressure causes groups to change. Public out-
cry was at least one element which forced changes in
Mormon practices of plural marriage and in opening

-their church’s priesthood to blacks.

Churches of Southern Baptists and other Christians
are not immune from the kinds of ego-centered leader-
ship and unquestioning membership seen in Jones-
town. The potential for disasigr lies within any reli-
gious group which depends on one person for direction
and does not practice a healthy exchange of viewpoints
in seeking God’s will.

But most Baptists have a safeguard against the hor-
rors of Jonestown happening in their church. It’s called
the priesthood of all believers, a doctrine held by a
number of Christians. When this doctrine is taken
seriously it deters exalting the priesthood of one

‘believer above others. God’s leadership may come

through the pastor but it is to be confirmed by God’s
spirit in the total membership of the church.
Mutual searching for truth and direction, mutual

- criticism and correction need to be built into our church

and denominational life.

The horror of Jonestown should prompt Baptists and
other Christian leaders to renewed self-examination of
their own motives, methods and style of leadership.
Even legitimate Christian leaders may cause cult-like
devotion by manipulating people into following them
blindly.

Resources for persons desiring more expertise in
understanding other religious groups are available
from several sources including materials and eonfer-
ences sponsored by the Department of Interfaith Wit-
ness at the Baptist Home Mission Board, Atlanta.



It was the children

who suffered most

by Bob W. Brown

One of the soldiers who helped collect the bodies at
Jonestown said on TV, with a broken voice, ‘‘The
Children, the Children.”’ His grief and dismay was
obvious. More than 180 children were murdered in the
commune. Little children don’t commit suicide, they
are murdered.

Our nation has consistently and correctly maintained
arigid kind of church/state separation. This legal and
moral position about religious liberty is the main
reason that no one investigates or interferes with the
People’s Church. And it provides immunity from inter-
ference for Baptists, Catholics, Moonies, the Church of

" Satan and Jehovah Witnesses. But does church/state
separation mean that children can be abused, denied
their rights or horribly murdered in the name of
religion? ;

. We have established that parents have the primary
responsibility to feed, shelter and clothe their children.
But when parents fail to provide these basic necessities
the state has the right and the obligation to usurp the
prior rights of parents. The State can and should feed
and shelter a needy child.

The compulsory school attendance laws have estab-
lished that the state has the obligation to educate
children. The people, speaking through their legisla-
tors and supported by the courts, have said that the
State must provide equal educational opportunity for
all her children and that children must attend school.
Parents educate their children but parents do not have
the right to deny their children equal educational op-
portunity in schools. ;

Parents have the responsibility and the right to dis-
cipline their children. When that discipline fails the
state has the right to step in and enforce laws to pro-
tect society from juvenile criminals. The state also can
step in when a child is emotionally disturbed, a
runaway or a truant from school.

The parental right to discipline does not give the
parent the right to beat, burn, molest or starve a child.
Child abuse is another horror story, in our society. It is
an ugly, frightening fact of life. We will not allow sick,
angry, malicious adults to abuse children with

_ impunity. Child abuse grows in alarming proportions

and the state has a responsibility.

1 do not believe that society can ignore certain kinds

of exploitation of children going on in the name of
religion. Religious liberty never means that children
can be exploited. Any religious group that involves
children must be open to public inspection and public
scrutiny. It there is evidence of child abuse then the
right of the child preempts the right of the parent or
the right of the church.

To be sure, Jonestown'is a horrible exception. Ken-
tuckians, however, will remember the story of the Gali-
lean Children’s Home in Whitley County two decades
ago. The state has the right and the responsibility to
inspect and regulate church orphanages, church day

care centers, church schools, church nurseries and any -

other public or private organization, institution or com-
mune that involves children.

Bluegrass to Brazil

by Maxie C. Kirk

Jungle Frontier, the study book for older children in
this year’s Foreign Mission Graded Study Series, had
its origins back around 1936!

As a Junior girl I attended the Fourth Avenue
Baptist Church in Louisville. Mrs. Ira J. Porter was our
Girl’s Auxiliary leader. One fall the Foreign Mission
Study book was titled ‘‘Mule Stories From Inland
Trails,”” written by L. M. Bratcher, from Kentucky.
Imagine our delight when Bratcher himself came to our
church and taught the book to us! He was home on fur-
lough that year and, possibly even more important in
this case, was the brother-in-law-of Ira J. Porter! In
any case, the memory of that evening’s study remains
with me these 40 years later. !

Brazil, at that time, was still that great ‘‘sleeping
giant’’ of the South American continent, and his en-
thusiasm for what the country was to become, and his
genuine love for the people of Brazil, impressed us all.

In 1947 my husband and I arrived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil as brand new missionaries. We were met at the
airport by another great missionary couple from Ken-
tucky, Dr. and Mrs. W. C. Taylor. Having lived much
of their missionary career in north Brazil, they spent
the last years in south Brazil.

Dr. Taylor dedicated himself to preaching and to

At Rockford Lane

-After three years of praying

they believe in prayer power

by C. R. Daley

Pastor Rolfe Dorsey and Rockford Lane Baptists in
Louisville want everyone who needs and believes in
intercessory prayer to know one telephone number—
(502) 447-2592. This is the point of contact of persons
having prayer requests and a band of concerned Rock-
ford Lane members who have been maintaining round-
the-clock praying for three years.

The dream of Dorsey and his prayer band is about to
come to fruition. Around the first of the year they will
move their prayer project from its present quarters to a
special prayer chapel constructed in the very center of
the church property. ]

The prayer chapel will not be ornate or elaborate. It
will contain only one room and the furnishings will be
simple —a table, kneelers, chairs and a telephone
stand. On the table will be the loose leaf books of
prayer requests which are continually revised accord-
ing to requests and reports of answered prayers.

The simple chapel will include appropriate symbol-’
ism. It will have five sides, one for each of the general-
ly recognized channels of prayer: Confession, praise,
thanksgiving, petition and intercession. The walls will
be bare except for one painting titled ‘‘The Cru-
cifixion.”’

The chapel will face the street symbolizing the
concern for the thousands who pass by each day. There
will be a skylight at the peak of the roof of the chapel
and the form of a dove will be mounted above the sky-
light. From the inside a shadow of the dove will show
against the sky and at night light from inside will
illuminate the dove above the place of prayer.

The chapel will have a red door with the inscription,
. . . we have confidence to enter . . . by the blood of
Jesus. .. .!"”” (Heb. 10:9). A lighted parking area will
insure the safety of those coming to the chapel at all
times of day and night.

‘6

Program continuous for three years

The 24-hour chain of prayer which has been going on
for three years came about in an interesting way.
Dorsey had such an idea when he was still in Missis-
sippi but had never implemented it. When he came to

_ Rockford Lane he found a band of members meeting
for prayer on Saturday evening. He joined the band
and waited for the appropriate time to share his dream.
This came when the group grew large enough to pro-
vide captains or coordinators for all 14 of the 12-hour
periods each week.

‘Dorsey admits the prayer chain idea and a special
building for it were not universally approved by the
church members. Concern that securing funds for the
project would hurt regular and church building fund

theclogical education; Mrs. Taylor to her ministry of
love and encouragement, knitting layettes, making
visits to the sick, reaching out with words of praise and
encouragement to those who needed help. These two
became our ‘‘Brazilian parents,’’ our friends and coun-
selors. Much of our happy adjustment to Brazil and
these 31 years of ministry here we owe to them and to
their lasting influence upon our lives. :

In 1948 Dr. and Mrs. Bratcher returned from fur-
lough and we had the joy of seeing God use them here.
Dr. Bratcher was the strong and capable executive sec-
retary of the Brazilian Baptist Home Mission Board, a

missionary statesman whose vision and dreams
become reality in Brazil today.

Mrs. L. M. Bratcher, or Dona Artie, as she was
called here, was a beloved example for generations of
young Baptist women in Brazil, for her gracious hos-
pitality and as a Christian homemaker, wife and
mother. "~

Both of these couples have gone to be with the Lord.
The influence of their lives and work lives on. There is
reason to affirm that no other missionaries made a
more lasting contribution to Brazilian Baptist life
following that generation of the very first pioneers who
worked in Brazil, than did these two couples from
Kentucky.

Dr. Bratcher remains a great missionary statesman

offerings no longer exist, however, since all offerings
have increased during the period of the prayer chape
project. i

Dorsey’is immovable in his conviction that the inter-
cessory prayer project has brought miracles. He is re-
luctant to relate specific instances because he does not
want the reputation of a fanatic or a sensationalist. He
says he ismnot trying to convince anyone but is only
offering the intercessory prayer to all who will ask for
it. Prayer requests now run from 50 to 75 a week. They
are divided into crisis and long range needs. The crisis
requests are kept on the list a week and then their
disposition depends upon what report is received. A
report on every request is sought.

The requests have long since reached beyond the
local congregation. Requests have come from as far
away as Africa.

Volunteers choose own hours

The prayer periods are not assigned but volunteers
choose the hours they desire. Dorsey admits that not
every hour of every day and night each week is taken
but he cites as an example of faithfulness the experi-
ence during last winter’s blizzard. With all public and
private transportation stopped, not a day or night
passed without someone walking to the church to pray.

Dorsey believes one of the greatest benefits from the
project is the training of sincere people in how to pray.
At first volunteers ask how a whole hour could be filled
with prayer and now many say they need more than
one hour. By now some of those involved have moved
to other places and report back on their continued
meaningful prayer experience. .

The prayer experience at Rockford Lane has brought
one clear revelation, according to Dorsey. This is the
presence and power of the demonic. He sees Satan at
work personally bringing people and churches to all
kinds of crises. No human power can stand up against
Satan’s strength and the only hope is to retreat to
Jesus who has defeated Satan, says Dorsey. True in-
tercessory prayer puts people in touch with the power
of Jesus and the result is what appears to be miracles.
The problem, confesses Dorsey, is to maintain this
relationship with Jesus without leaving it to trust in
one’s own strength. . v

Dorsey gives no indication he would like to be the
leader of some national or international prayer project.
He is not even interested in using the project to draw
attention to Rockford Lane church. The one thing he
wants to be spread abroad is a telephone number
which puts those interested in touch with intercessory
prayer. That number is (502) 447-2592. .

Kentucky Baptists
make a contribution

and pioneer who, in the words of Dr. John Soren as he
directed his memorial services, ‘‘taught Brazilians to
love Brazil.”’ Dr. Taylor, through his vigorous preach-
ing, teaching and writing laid what is still the founda-
tion stones for the doctrinal position and church polity
of the Brazilian Baptist Convention today.

In the annual meeting of the South Brazil Mission in
July of this year Mr. and Mrs. Robert Price and son,
business people from Kentucky now in Brazil, were
presented. At that time I perceived that I am the only
missionary from Kentucky presently serving in South
Brazil Mission.

God uses men and women, boys and girls, to do his
work. My prayer is that Kentucky Baptists will once
again play a meaningful part in the fulfillment of God’s
plans for Brazil. You have had an unusual participa-
tion, through the lives of those who have gone out from
Kentucky, in laying the foundations for the stable,
missionary-minded people who comprise the Brazilian
Baptist Convention today. It is possible that in your
church today there is one whom God would have to
follow their example in missionary service in Brazil.
May the study of the book, Jungle Frontier, speak to
this one, as well as serve to stimulate the prayers, gifts
and abiding love of Kentucky Baptists for the work God
continued to do in this great country to the south,
Brazil.




Piland urges greater emphasis on adults in SS

Building strong Sunday schools requires
an emphasis on reaching and teaching
adults, according to Harry Piland,
.director of the Sunday School Board’s
Sunday School Department.

Piland is quick to add his belief that
giving attention to adults through the
Sunday school will strengthen rather
than weaken ministries with other age
groups. -

He cited the numbers of adults and
the fact that they provide the leadership
and financial base in churches among
his reasons for giving priority to adult .
Sunday school work.

When adults are reached they bring
their preschoolers, children and youth
with them. ‘“When adults grow, all
areas grow,’’ he said.

He noted that during a three-year
period at First Baptist Church, Houston,

“At Home with the Bible’
is getting strong viewing

With ‘‘At Home with the Bible’’ airing
in all 50 states and the receipt of more
than 18,000 requests for the Home Bible
Study Guide, Don Fearheiley feels
‘‘optimistic and gratified.”’

Fearheiley, supervisor of the Sunday
School Board’s Bible correspondence
section and executive producer of the
program, said that placement of ‘‘At
Home with the Bible’’ on cable systems
and satellite transmissions has enabled
it to be seen nationwide.

Tex. the average attendance of pre-
schoolers grew from 325 to 700. During
the same period, attendance of adults
doubled —from 1000 to 2000.

Piland served as minister of education
at the Houston church for five years
prior to assuming leadership of
Southern Baptist Sunday school work in
1978.

Numerically, adults comprise 68.1
percent of the population in the United
States today. In Sunday school enrol-
ment, Piland said adults make up 50
percent of the congregation in most
churches and up to 80 percent of the
prospects.

“‘The sheer weight of the numbers of
adults demands our attention,’’ Piland
said. ‘‘If we neglect this area, we
neglect the major segment of the
population.”’ {

Piland also noted that while ‘‘adults

‘ give most of the money and pay the
- bills, they should be reached because

they are important as individuals. The

time remaining to reach them is less and

less with every passing year.”’

Church ministries with preschoolers,
youth and adults could not exist without
sufficient numbers of trained adults to
work with them, Piland said. ‘ ‘Without
adults, classes would go without
teachers and the church would lose its
ability to penetrate its community with
mature, capable and aggressive leader-
ship.”’

To give adequate attention to Sunday
school work, Piland listed six needed
actions. First, he said, leaders with

‘ If you can play the
piano,you can play
the-Baldin 116.

If you have a piano and someone to play it, then your church

adults must be committed and trained.
Second, he urged strong emphasis on
weekly workers meetings, which have
great potential ‘‘for training, fellowship,
planning, preparation and prayer.’’
Piland said churches should provide
adequate space and equipment for adult
Sunday school classes and departments,
plan socials, retreats and conferences
for them and provide funds to send some

adult workers to Glorieta and Ridgecrest
for training.

Finally, he advocated leading adults
to minister to one another. ‘‘When class
members study and discuss his word,
pray together and have fun together,
they come to know each other,’’ Piland
said. ‘‘The potential for loving counsel
and real concern in an adult class is
unlimited.”’

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS
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Federal regulations now assess heavy penalties on second class postage
users with 10% or more of total available monthly space devoted to
advertising. Even free space promoting Western Recorder is now under
this law. We regret that this ruling has forced us to cancel or refuse
advertising from many reputable sources because the federal assessment
cannot be offset by revenue generated from advertising which exceeds
10%. As a result, we must predetermine advertising space allocations for
a given month well in advance to be certain we do not exceed the 10%
limit for the month. Our regular advertisers are discovering they can no
longer request an ad to appear with only two or three weeks’ notice.
Available space is often committed two months in advance. If you plan to
" advertise with us, we suggest reserving space at least two months in
advance. We regret this inconvenience, apparently another trend of the

times.
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If You Need Nursing Home
Care, Here’s An Answer
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" Tender Loving Care,
By Tender Loving

is ready to enjoy the vibrant tone and rich full sound of a Baldwin
116 organ. Any pianist can play the 116 because of two special
features. Automatic Bass Control, which allows you to play pedal
notes with your left hand. And Coloregister, which helps you
make registrations by color.

See and hear the 116 Chapel Organ at your Baldwin dealer’s
showroom soon. The 116 is available at an affordable price.

The Baldwin 116

This instrument could be just the right organ for my church.
Please send me more information on it, and on the full line of
Baldwin church organs, right away.

OPENING SOON! "

This new 110 bed facility is designed for personal and interme-
diate care. APPROVED FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID.

Baptist Home East
3001 Hounz Lane
Louisville, Kentucky 40222
502/426-5531 '

| Am Interested In Our New Baptist Home. Please send me more information.
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Institution ADDRESS
Address
City g State . Zip
a Baptist Homes For The Elderly, Inc.
Baldwin. 1325 S. Third Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40217
Baldwin Piano & Organ Co. 5 = :
P.O. Box 2525, Dept. JL6, Cincignnatic,i) Ohio 45201 DL R L



Missionaries remain in Iran;
no general evacuation planned

Southern Baptist missionaries in the
strife-torn country of Iran are continuing
their ministries, including regular wor-
ship services and the morning presenta- -
tion of a Christmas cantata.

James F. Kirkendall, Southern
Baptist missionary field representative
for South Asia, reported by phone Dec. 7
that missionaries were going about
usual church activities and visitation -
during the day and staying in their
homes at night, when many of the anti-
Shah demonstrations occur.

A Southern Baptist volunteer, Hubert

Buyers Guide

Aluminum Siding, exterior decorating, quality
work: Call Colville Aluminum Co. (502) 425-3102.

“How to Develop an Effective Tape Ministry’’ re-
lates the successful experiences of the five-year-
old tape ministry of the First Baptist Church of Mt.
Gilead, OH. This manual is an easy-to-follow guide

to help you achieve a meaningful outreach minis-

try. $2.25 pp. PO Box 83, Mt. Gilead, OH 43338.

Williams, will return home with em-
ployes of an American company. Other
missionary personnel will continue as
usual.

Kirkendall emphasized that Ameri-
cans leaving Iran are doing so volun-
tarily and not under instructions of the
American embassy.

Americans were being advised to stay
close at home Dec. 10-11 when Kirken-
dall said the worst violence was
expected.

| OFFICE 897-6541 RES. 239-7668,
FOR A NEW OLDS OR A PREFERRED
USED CAR

C. W. Woodson; Jr.
TRI-CITY OLDSMOBILE

BRECKINRIDGE & DUTCHMA’NS LANES-. Lou

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS

Prices to satisfy every preference and need

LIGHTS T

' STEEPLES _

BAPTISTRIES

P.O. BOX 2250 DANVILLE, VA. 24541

PHONE [804] 797-3277

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES

Do You Need:

Church Pews?

Pulpit Furniture?
Cushions for pews?

Carpet?

Chairs & Tables?
Stained Glass? or

A Renovation?

L. L. Sams & Sons,
Waco, Texas is the
most respected source —

FIBERGLASS

® STEEPLES
® WALL CROSSES
@ STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS

® BAPTISTRIES

\
\
i
@ BAPTISTRY
o HEATERS
= E Write for free

color brochure

Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652

1214 657-6524

CHRISTIAN TRAVEL

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Christian’ individuals needed for
fast growing Christian Travel Indus-
try. We are expanding the multi-
million dollar Christian travel indus-
try in this area. Learn how you can
qualify to earn good money and trav-
el free to the Holy Land, Hawaii,
Europe, Orient and Caribbean. In
addition to free travel you will help
Christians enjoy the benefits of
Christian travel.

It has been demonstrated they
will go to Hawaii, Europe, Africa,
South Pacific and Around the World
if offered the advantage of traveling
with Christian groups.

Fifty percent of our escorts, tour
leaders and sales representatives are
women. Let us put you in the Christ-
ian Group Travel Business. The cash
investment’ of only $4700.00 in-
cludes all-expense paid seminars in a
major U.S. city, and training in the
Holy Land, plus inventory and sup-

PLAN NOW!!! for

CHRISTIAN BUILDERS INC. A

Church Construction

P O Box 571, Brentwood TN 37027 Write for
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEME NT

FINANCIAL CONSULTATION FREE
SPECIALIZED ARCHITE CTURAL Brochure

PLANNINC _ Phone (615) 373-3084

AIR
CONDITIONED, PARKING
AREAS
1B49 e Phone
reckinridge
o 896-0349

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE

Louisville, Kentucky
Member: Ky. Funeral Directors Burial Assn.
Member: National Selected Morticians -

by invitation

Call or Write Tdday
Harold G. Sanders
5404 Pawnee Trail

Louisville, KY 40207
Ph. 502/893-3156

plies. Applicants will be interviewed
individually. Part-time and full-time
people are needed. Hurry and call or
write us today to see if you qualify
for this most rewarding opportunity.
Mr. Jerry Sanders
WORLD TOURS, INC.
P. O. Box 4836
Chattanooga, TN 37405
615/870-4511
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Life and Work Séries
John 1:1-5, 14-18

This remarkable passage of scripture contains some
rich and important truths about the eternal and his-
torical aspects of Christ, the Son of God, the
Messiah of the Jews and the saviour of sinners,
which are not revealed elsewhere.

Christ is the Logos [Word]—John 1:1-3
Logos is the Greek term which has been translated
“‘word.”” Rev. 19:13 tells us that one of the names of
our Lord is ‘“The Word.’’ Therefore, it is not sur-
prising that the gospel according to John opens with
the statement, ‘‘In the beginning was the Word."’
Here we are taught that Christ is co-eternal, co-
existent and co-equal with God the Father. There
was never a time when he did not exist. The state-
ment, ‘‘The Word was with God,’’ reveals Christ’s
distinct and separate personality. ‘‘The Word was
God’’ is a very clear declaration of the deity of
Christ.

Christ was the agent through whom God created
all things. If our Lord Jesus Christ is the creator of
all things, then he is God.

International Series

Matthew 1:18-25

Mary, a devout Jewish maiden, and Joseph, a
young carpenter, were betrothed. During the period
of betrothal, the angel Gabriel appeared in Mary’s
presence and informed her that through the grace of
God she had been chosen by God as the one to
conceive and to become the mother of a child, whose
name would be ‘‘Jesus.”’

Seven hundred years before, Isaiah had recorded
the statement, ‘‘Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel’’
(7:14). This wonderful prophecy was fulfilled when
Mary gave birth to Jesus. In Christ God is with us to
redeem, to regenerate, to cleanse and to sanctify.
Matthew 4:17
Continuing the use of the same theme that John the
Baptist had preached with great effectiveness,
Christ urged the people to repent of their sins and
their vicious manner of living, and also of their
erroneous opinions concerning a temporary king-
dom of the Messiah. He also admonished them to
relinquish their wrong beliefs concerning justifica-
tion by works and salvation through the observance
Lgf ceremonies. Christ urged the people to accept

The sovereign God dwells with us

Christ is the light—John 1:4-5

He who is the source of all life is also the light. In
the incarnation Christ was the light blazing in the
darkness, but men would not receive the illumina-
tion which he brought. Through all the intervening
centuries Christ has kept on shining in the midst of
the darkness, ignorance and hostility of the sinful
world, but happily the darkness has never been able
to extinguish the light.

Christ is the lord—John 1:14-18

When Christ Jesus came into the world which he
had created the masses of the people rejected him,
but there were individuals who received him and

_became the children of God.

While Christ dwelt here in the flesh he exempli-
fied and demonstrated grace and truth.

Jesus Christ was both divine and human. While
he sojourned on earth, after his incarnation, he was
as divine as he had been previously. While here
among men, he brought the glory of God within
human view, understanding and appreciation, and
exhibited the Father in such a way that those who
came to know him knew the Father also.

Meetmg God in Christ

pardon, salvation, peace, righteousness, joy and
eternal life as divine gifts, receivable upon their re-
pentance toward God and faith in Christ the saviour.
Matthew 13:44-46

The vivid parables of the hidden treasure and the
pearl of great price certainly confront us with the
extraordinary and surpassing value of the kingdom
of God.

One interpretation of the first of these parables is
that the treasure, which was hidden in the field,
symbolizes Israel, whose people were scattered
among the nations because of their rejection of
Christ, who paid the supreme sacrifice on the cross
in order that they might be redeemed, regathered
and restored. Another interpretation is that this
treasure represents the kingdom of God, for which
he paid the price of his shed blood.

The man’s abandonment of everything in order to
secure the pearl of great price finds its meaning and
culmination in Christ’s death. Since Christ gave his
all to secure for people the privilege of being sub-
jects of the king in his kingdom, then all should
avail themselves of the glorious opportunity that is

theirs. J

Poor choice

Life doesn’t often give us choices between the
perfect and imperfect. Oftentimes we have to
choose between third and fourth best and do
the best we can with what we have. How is it
that Kipling writes, *‘Or see the things you
gave your life to, broken, and stoop and build
them back with worn out tools.”’

Bill Gnadt got a brand new saxophone.
Man, it was a dandy. Brilliant, shining silver
with gold horn. Christmas was coming. I
rushed home and got down the Sears Roebuck
catalog. They only showed one saxophone,
$97.50. It seemed awfully high but my boy-
hood financial comprehension was limited. I
let my parents know my wishes. They were
pleased to note my musical interest and de-
termined to buy me an instrument. They

_couldn’t begin to afford the saxophone.

Christmas came. It was a violin. The cheap-
est violin in Sears Roebuck catalog (and this
was it) was $22.50. So, I was to devote myself
to the stringed instrument rather than the
woodwind.

Our town had more than its share of ruffians
whose minimal culture didn’t include respect
for violin lessons. They ran along behind me
as I carried the violin case home from school
on lesson day. ‘‘Frank’s got a fiddle. Frank’s a
sissy.”’ (They liked to thus accuse the preach-
er’s son.)

I had several bouts over that violin. Finally,
I had a fight with that violin, which ended my
music career.

My few lessons consisted of simple exer-
cises. Ilearned to play only one short piece. ‘‘I
don’t care if he is a hound, you got to quit
kickin’ my dog arounds.’’ I just didn’t get with
the violin. ;

I was wrong—foolish. You see, I didn’t
know that the great artists of history have
played violins, not saxophones. I allowed
uncouth persons to be my judges and to direct
my decision. I gave up the good to please
those whose voices were not worthy of my
response.

Be careful to whom you listen and whom
you strive to please. Don’t walk in the tracks
of people whose footprints aren’t worth fol-
lowing: Don't strive to please people who have
poor judgment.

R i : ’ i




*pres 9y , , ‘eolioury Jo [eord£) sem Jnd umo)

-SeUO[ 9} YUY} 9, Uop A[SNOIAGO [, *S99e1§ Payuf) oY)

uIyIm Indado jou pip £ayj mo pajurod jnq , LpaSeiy,, e

SQAI] 006 UBY) IO PaUITR[D YOIYM ‘SIUSAS UMO)ISIUOP

oY} pa[[ed o U0)SUIYSBAA Ul 80USISJUOI SMAU POSIA
-9]03 A[[eUOIjRU € Je syIewal STy opeur juspisald oy,

“Kyr8q

SNOL3I[1 JO [eIUSP SY) UI J[NSS P[NOI YOIYMm , UoIjoeal

-19A0,, Ue Jsurede palieM pue apIoIs-IopPINuI SSeUl

rURANL) ‘UMO0)SOUOP JUSISI 9} 210Jo( JNo o[dura ],

s ,91doag oY) oje319seAul 01 [, 9Y) 10] [BUOIINIIISTOD

-UN U99q 9ARY P[NOM )1 PIes I9)Ie)) AUIUIIp JUapIsal

13)a8)) SABS ‘)0BAIIBA0 }, UO(]

*SUOISSTUIP® JO 10}I8IIP
9JBI00SSR. SB POAISS SBY S 2IayM ‘QUIDIPIJAl JO [00YIS
BUIBQR[Y JO AJISISATU() 8Y) WO NN M O S9UI0D aYg

“UOTJULAUO))

1s1ideqg wisyInog a8y} 0) AIBI[IXNE ‘Uoru() ATRUOISSIIA]

S, UBWIO A\ JO Jusur)redap [eLI0jIpS 8Y) JO 10J09.1Ip
peureu useq sey ‘mremeq pue Suoyy Suoy o0} L1e
-uoisstuI Js1ydeq UISYINOg JouLIo} ‘odrey], Y apnijan,

PauIeU 10)091IP [BLIOYPL NNIM

sdnoa8 jusmdojassp
[o®RaS] 8y} 10} oATIRIUSSaIdal ‘UOSUIqOY 'Y [RYIIIA
09 SurpI029® |, ‘SUOIIBU JO APURWIUIOD 8} Suoure
[eris] Jo eouejdedoe pue Surtpue)sIopun 9seaIdul,
0} SM10]Jo STY JO 9SNBIS(Q PIEMB 8] PIAISIDI [[OMSII])
‘Se[[e( UI 8g "AON Iouurp snqri}
[o®BIS] JO 98)S © B [[OMSLI]) JO pPIes ‘Uel] 0} IOpBSSeqUIE
I[9BIS] ‘TURIQNT 1A() ,,‘PUSLIJ B S WY YSLIOYI O M ,,
‘PIeMy UBLIR)IUBWNE] [9RIS] Y} SAI0091 09 I9AS UBUI
-A81019 uBNSLIY ) A[UO 8y} aUI00aq sty ‘yoinyo is1ideg
wIayInog 1sa31e] s, p[iom ayj Jo 10jsed ‘[[PMSLI) "Y M

TPMSII) Y A\ 10] pIeme [ouIs]

"$0S0¥% XY ‘uojdurxer 'py Mo[[eq 9503 ‘ssoq [ned
"SI\l Y8no1y) g1 "TeJy Aq speul aq P[NOYs S9UIOY 10}
SUOIIBAISSAY "Bale Uo)3urxer] ayj ur Surspo] JySiuioo
10} S[qe[TeAR 8( [[IM SOWI0Y JO JequINU PojIun]
‘poyuan] Apeed[e st 9oeds snyj ‘JusAs s1yj
10j A[fenuue pjoy aIe SUOIJRAISSSI I0[q SWIOG ‘T "Uep
I97Je 18y} 10] SUOTIBAISSAI II5Y) ayet [[im ajdoad Aueux
pue ‘puayeom aures jey) surdeq uoi3urxer] punoie
Buroea as10y jey) U1 pedo[eaap sey we[qoid
*S[EIONJO NN M 03 SUIpI0dde ‘T "uep 810joq

opew aq p[noys .-G "1dy Surjesw [enuue M Y3

mS.:i s[ejow pue s[930Y U0} FUTXaT 10} mnozuiwmmm

uonBn)Is £3081 wﬂ_u& NNM

C .mmoahﬂ ana)

§,8In7e)s 8y} , 83e[jnoured,, 0} }I0JJ° Ue S8 9PBUL SBM
‘pajels s£oui0))e UOSqIN) ‘JUeWINIIB SIRJ[oM PUR UOIjE
-91091 ‘yj[esy 9y, ,,'sI9Yj01q JunodIsIp UeqIngns Imay)

19A0 95B)UBADE SAIJ10d UI0D POAISJRI PUR POpURTISP
OyM SBX9], JO SJUBYOISUWI UMOJUMOp oY) oseadde
03,, sem ‘panSre uosqrn) ‘me| ayj jo asodind [eal 8y,
‘3591 30 Aep uowrurod € urdiojus £q sjdoad
91} JO.oIRJ[oM PUR UOI|RAIISI ‘I ey oY) Surjowroad
jo asodind pajess sy ysidurodde 09 srey 3t Jey} ut
ss2001d onp Jo u01309901d [BUCIINIIISUOD [BISPS SOIR[OIA
Me] 8Y) Jeyj} paurejureu osje £ayy, ‘uonjeduiod saSe
-IN0OUS YOTYM Me] JSTLI}-1jue [eIapaj ay) Surkynu jo
109J]0 aY) pey me] ayj 18} pendre sAouio)je uosqrr) '
‘9582 913 Ul UoIjdIp
-sunf ou pey 3 uwﬁ Ppajeorpur 3anod y31q oy3 .vmmumﬁ
*me[ Sutsopo Aepung oy} Surpjoydn 1no)) smeidng
sexa, o3 £q Surjna snowueUn B MIIASI 0} 1IN0 Y3y
oY) poyse pey ‘SexaJ, }S9M Ul §3109s JUNCISIP sejeiado
PpUB SUMO Yo1yM ‘ ‘0 Sunnquisig uosqrx) oy,
*S9SNOY JUNOJSIP IBAO0 §3.1038 jusurpredop 10j sSejuespe
ITejun ue 938910 0} USLIM SBeM I jey) sjusuoddo
£q surrepd yo aqids ur ‘yano) sureadng 'S ') 9yl £q
MaT1Aa1 uTed 09 pa[re] , Me[ an[q,, SBXeJ, [BISISACIJU0D Y

WOI)OBUI ISA0 N[ S,UOSLY)

‘TJeUUIdUL)) AJI0-IoUUl Ul I99us)) jsiided 1jeu
-UIour)) 9Y) Ul AIBUOISSIUI Z-§(] © §% POAISs S8y pue 4318
-ISATU() 97e}S BPLIO[ ] pPue 289{[0)) IoTun P ISATY SUYOL
*1S J0 9jenpeid e s1 oyg ‘Areuruusg uisyinog Suipusije
S[IyMm oy[IAsImoT ut yoinyy) jsipdeg Lempeolg je eaie
uorBoNpe [eroads ayj JO 10J09IIP S8 UISJUI JUSPN)S B SB
9AT9S 1M ) N ‘YS1e1ey JO 9AIjRU © ‘UljIIy suelq
"B[V ‘O[IqOJAl Ul AIeuors
-SIUI Z-Q[() B SB pUR SUOISSTUI oUIOY UT 901M} ATRUOISSTUX
IQWIWINS © SB POAISS SBY PUE SEXS, JO AJISIOATU() oY)
J0 oyenpeid e s1 pie[[I[ ‘£Ieuruieg UISYINog Ul Juspnis
® S[IYM S[[IASINOT Ul A[10P[H oY} 10] w101 yoea1nQ
pue[y3TH ay3 YSnoIy) S[[IASMOT Ul UISIUT JUSPNIS
® SB 9AISS [[IM ‘©ATjRU ‘X9, ‘Se[re( © ‘pre[[id pleuoq
"B ‘@yjeuey) JO SY[I\| NOT PUE [18) pue 'sues[i)
MAN JO UOPUB[ITA UA[OIR)) {S[[IASTNOT JO ULYJLIL) SURL(]
{°X9], ‘¥o0qqnT Jo 19519Qa¥o [[210A[ puR UuAT (oA
-§INOT Jo pIe[[IQ preuo( ‘"7 ‘sues[iQ MaN jO JIe[)
ufjore)) {‘uusj, ‘A1) UOSUYOP JO I8YIIY AIRJA ‘epRUR)
‘oLTeIU() JO BIORDY BLIBJAl PUR OLIBJAl —S97BIO0SSE A1R
-UOISSIUI | PUB ‘*BX) ‘@jue[}y JO [[OUUIL], B[[IOSLiJ pPUB
9USY) ‘SOTIRUOISSIUI [BUOIIPPE OM] POUIBU SI0309I(]
‘drysmofjje g jsrideg UIoyjnog emoy
* 9V} JO 10309IIp sB ‘UonusAuoy) jsipdeq Losiop YInog
-eIURAJASUUSJ 8Y) I0J 10J091IP UOISTAID UOISSTW MOU
‘I9jTeJ UOS[IAM 'V Pu® ‘uorjeroossy jsydeq JI0x maN
ue)jodoajeA aYj JO 10309Ip Sk PN ‘Y [od ‘YoIny)
1sudeq £1eafe)) Jo 10ised pue pIeog UOISSTIA] QWO
91} JO 1030211Ip ® ‘YSnd UUINP poureu os[e sI1032911(]
‘pIeog uoissIjy owoy jsndeq oy Aq wisipSueas
[euos.rad JO 103091Ip PAWUBU SBM ‘*BI) ‘S[[IAS0UIIMEeT]
ut yoIny) jsydeq [eajua) jo 1ojsed ‘preddeyg uusin)

syusumyutodde soyBw gINH

|

nho—, n_. mmms_mown

joug ui smap Jspdeg

5]



