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WESTERN-RECORDER 
KENTUCKY BAPTIST NEWS JOURNAL 

· by James H. Cox, Associate Editor 

The executive board of the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion adopted a $10 million budget for the convention's 
fiscal year beginning Sept. 1, 1979 in its spring meet­
ing at Cedarmore last week. The $10 million includes 
a basic operating goal of $8.8 million and a challenge 
section of $1.2 million. 

In the new budget, 35% (or $3,080,000) is desig­
nated for SBC causes and 65% ($5,720;000) is sched­
uled to remain within Kentucky. 

Principal recipients in the state include Christian 
education, $1,773,200; direct missions, $697,715; 
annuity plans, $450,000; KBC business management, 
$430,354; student work, $418,817; Cedarmore Baptist 
Assembly, $383,625; KBC executive office, $222,181; 
Woman's Missionary Union, $208,732; and Kentucky 
Baptist Building debt retirement, $200,000. 

Other major allocations include general debt retire­
ment, $175,000; KBC Sunday School Department, 
$161,390; Western Recorder, $127,550; Child Care; 
$126,666; KBC Church Training Department, 
$124,035; and KBC Brotherhood Department, 
$101,943. 

In other actions, the executive board: 
• Removed eligibility of pastors' sons and daugh­

ters from KBC matching scholarships to avoid con­
flicts in local churches and because other aid is 
available for pastors' children. 

• Recommended the executive board accept re­
imbursement .from persons, institutions and agencies 
for whom the board performs services. 

Above, Kentucky Baptist Convention president Hicks 
Shelton poses during a break in the executive board 
meeting with his assistants:· Eugene Enlow [I], second 
vice president, and Austin Roberts [r], first vice presi­
dent. Below, Cedarmore manager Marshall Phillips [l] 
p~ents a check to Sam Satterley in recognition of 15 
years as maintenance inan at Cedarmore. Seated 
between them is Mrs. Satterley. 

• Agreed to a joint session with black Baptists at 
the 1981 state evangelism conference in Louisville . . 

• Referred a question about restricted Cooperative 
Program gifts from churches to the board's adminis­
trative committee for study. 

• Received the report of the board's committee on 
nominations, filling executive board vacancies as fol­
lows : Boones Creek Association, term ending 1980, 
Sam Hatton, Winchester, assigned to missions com­
mittee; Booneville Association, 1979, Denvis Rush, · 
Manchester, agencies committee; Logan Association, 
1979, Jerry Barker, Auburn , agencies; Long Run, 
1979, Donald Burke, Louisville, missions; Lynh 
Association, 1979, Howard M .. Srygler, Munfordville, 
missions. 

• In addition, the following were approved for 
service on various boards of the convention: Oneida 
Baptist Institute, term ending 1979, Mrs. Olivia D. 
Robinson, Corbin; term ending 1980, John Holloway, 
·McKee; Board of Child Care, 1980, Mrs. -Alma Wil­
liams, Corbin; Georgetown College, 1980, Leroy 
Highbaugh Jr. , Louisville . 

• The church building loan fund rate was advanced 
from 6% to 8% effective immediately. 

The next meeting of the KBC executive board was 
set for Nov. 12 at the Baptist Building in Middletown'. 

Four ernployes of the executive board were recog­
nized and honored for length of service during this 
meeting of the board. They.include Mrs. Shirley 
Haynes, secretary in the executive office, and Grady 
Lonzo Randolph, executive secretary of the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation, both ·10 years; Samuel Owen Sat­
terly Sr. , Cedarmore maintenance ernploye, and 
Esther Marie Weller, KBC switchboard operator, 15 
years each. 

Earlier in the executive board meeting KBC execu­
tive secretary-treasurer Franklin Owen sounded a 
note of caution in the matter of fiscal responsibility of 
the ~onvention's institutions and agencies to their 
constituency. 

He specifically cited Campbellsville and George­
town Colleges for heavy indebtedness and the Board 
of Child Care for dipping.into reserves for operating 
ellpenses. 

· ''Though our executive board has no control, we 
are frightened to see glorious institutions . . . pro­
jecting courses which, if pursued long enough, can 
end in eventual collapse,'' Owen warned. 
· "We plead for our brethren to plan now to live and · 
program themselves within anticipated income before 
reaching the . bottom of their borrowing power. 

' 'Repeated, deepending indebtedness, or depletion 
of reserves, should n:ot be pursued while an agency 
continues to propogate programs beyond those 
deemed to be the bare minimum essentials of an 
ongoing institution, " he continued. 

"You who are continuing deficit spending are 
under obligation to your constituencies to consider the 
prompt reduction or discontinuation of whatever pro­
grams that will not jeopardize your accreditation,' ' 
Owen concluded . 

Separate interviews with each of the agency heads 
following this session indicated surprise. 

Randy Davenport, president of Campbellsville 
College, acknowledged that while his institution was 
in debt to $2 million plus, it has reduced by $600,000 
its debtedness thus far. 

Georgetown College president Ben Elrod, who's 
been on the job less than a year, said the school has a 
current debt ceiling of abput $900,000, and will reach 
a projected $127,000 deficit spending this year. How-. 
ever, ho deficit spending is projected for the 1979-80 
academic year. 

William E. Amos, executive director of the Board of 
Child Care, acknowledged that his agency kept a 
minimum $2 million reserve at all times. He said they 
were spending unrestricted inonies from wills and 
bequests which is the central issue: 
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Texans push for SBC head ./ 
favoring biblical inerrancy 
in campaigns in 15 states 
by Toby Druin 

Paige Patterson of Dallas has confirmed reports that 
meetings have been held in at least 15 states in recent 
months to encourage messengers to attend the ·south- • 
em Baptist Convention in Houston June 12-14 to elect 
a president committed to biblical in errancy. 

Patterson, president of the Criswell Center for Bib­
lical Studies operated by First Baptist Church, Dallas, 
acknowledged he and Houston appeals court judge 
Paul Pressler have attended many of the meetings. 
Patterson has attended a half dozen or more of the 
" spontaneous meetings" and Pressler at least three 
or four . 

Both Patterson and Pressler previously have bee!). 
linked to the ultraconservative Baptist Faith and Mes­
sage Fellowship, although Patterson said he had 
never been a member of it and the organization, in his 
opinion, had exercised "poor judgment" in the past. 
The BFMF has sought to ferret so-called "liberals" in 
the SBC. 

Pressler said he had been a member of the fellow­
ship but had let his membership lapse several months 
ago. 

The meetings, Patterson said, have had two 
priorities: 

1. "To meet together with fellow-Baptists who 
were greatly concerned about some things happening 
in the Southern Baptist Convention with a view to 
discussing how we could help those in leadership . 
know what we feel the majority viewpoint really is an·ci 

. especially as it concerns the reliability of the 
scriptures . 

"2 . To discuss ways by which we might be able t_o 
secure the elected leadership of the convention from 
among those we know are committed to biblical 
1.nerrancy..' ' 

Both P,atterson and Pressler cited "liberal" teach­
ings in Southern Baptist seminaries such as Southem 
and Southeastern and in state Baptist colleges such as 
Wake Forest University and the University of Rich- . 
mond as cause for alarm. · 

Both Patterson and Pressler stressed they were 
pushing no particular person for president at the 
time, although Patterson said there were several men 
who would be acceptable-Jerry Vme·s, pastor of 
Dauphin Way Baptist Church, Mobile, Ala. ; Bailey 
Smith', pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Del 
City, Okla. ; Richard Jackson, pastor of North Phoenix 
Baptist Church; Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn.; Horner Lindsay Jr. , 
pastor of Fii:st Baptist Church, Jacksonville , Fla. ; and 
John Bisagno, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Houston. 

At least three persons have announced they expect to 
be nominated for the presidency of the Southern 
Baptist Convention next month in Houston, and 
others have said they are thinking it over. 

Abner V. McCall, president of Baylor University, 
Waco, Tex.; Bailey Smith, pastor of First Southern 
Baptist Church, Del City, Okla.; and A. Douglas . 
Watterson, pastor of First Church, Knoxville , Tenn., 
have consented to let their names be placed in . 
nomination. 

William L. Self, pastor of Atlanta's Wieuca Road 
Baptist Church, and Jerry Vines-; pastor of Dauphin 

. Way Baptist Church, Mobile, Ala. , have figured for 
weeks in preconvention speculation . 

Watterson is the convention's current first vice 
president and Self is the second vice president. All · 
the potential nominees named are ordained with the 
exception oJ McCall who is a layman. 

Jimmy R. Allen, the convention's current 
president, is not eligible to be reelected for a third 
one year term. 



Earnestly contend for the faith 
which.was once for all delivered 
to the saints. -Jude 3 
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Shame on senators 
from Kentucky 
It would be good to believe that. United States 
senators from Kentucky are statesmen instead of 
politicians but when the chips are down, true 
colors·come through. The latest incident reveal­
ing the attitude of Senators Huddleston and Ford 
was the passing by the United States senate last 
week of legislation requiring a warning label on 
al~oholic beverages containing more than 24 
percent alcohol. Beer and wine were not · 
included in the legislation. 

Press reports record the frantic efforts of 
Huddleston and Ford to head off the legislation. 
Their efforts failed but they must have made a 
favorable impression on the liquor industry. 

· It appears absurd that a warning of possible 
hazard to health is required for tobacco but not 
for liquor. I am no doctor but it is obvious liquor 
is a far greater health hazard than tobacco. If 
tobacco slays thousands, liquor slays tens of 
thousands . 

· The. liquor industry tries to wash its hands in 
innocence by admitting excessive drinking is 
haimfµl while claiming moderate drinking is not 
harmful. This argument ignores the fact that 
alcohol is addictive and that an alarming • 
percentage of those who start as moderate 
drinkers become alcoholics . It also ignores the 
fact that with all the drug abuse of this age , 
alcohol is still the number one drug problem. 

· How long will legislators put economic inter­
ests ahead of morality? Is it impossible for an 
office holder to survive without selling his soul? . 

• This criticism of the action of Senators 
Huddleston and Ford on this legislation is not a 
blanket denunciation. Both these men have · 
demonstrated statesmanship on other issues and 
no office holder should be voted against on the 
basis of one issue. They should be reprimanded, 
however, for serving the liquor industry . 

·. The position of our senators on this issue is 
ironic in a way. Huddleston is a Methodist and 
the son of a minister and Ford is a Baptist. His­
torically, Methodists and Baptists have been 

. leader.s in anti-liquor efforts but politics 
· changes things. 

·• Actually, it probably would not reduce drink­
ing by printing a warning on its containers but it 
would reflect some moral responsibility . 
. . The chances of such a warning being put on 

liquor are not high. The House of Representa­
tives would have to pass similar legislation and 
the President would have to sign it before it 
would he effective. In the meantime the liquor 
lobbyists would go into action and they rarely 
lose .. 

Published by Western Recorder Inc., Box 43401, 
Middletown, KY 40243 weekly, except for one week 
in July and December. Second class postage paid 
at Louisville, Ky. 

Subscriptions: Single $4.20; foreign, $4.25; church 
budget, $3. 00. Payable in advance, except church 
accounts, which require tax exemption number. 

Equal recognition for 
equal servants 
The Kentucky Baptist executive board has a 
practice of giving special recognition to its career 
employes who have served 10 years_ or more . 
These recognitions are in the form of testimonial 
dinners during semiannual meetings of the 
executive board. Last week career employes rec­
ognized were Shirley Haynes for 10 years; Grady 
Randolph, 10 years; Sam Satterley, 15 years; 
and Esther Weller, 15 years . 

Family members of those recognized are in­
vited to the dinner and are seated at the head 
table with the honorees. It is one of the rare 
occasions Baptist Building workers see each 
others' family members. In addition to being 
given special recognition the employes receive 
modest honoraria based on the number of years 
they have served. 

There is something wholesome about how 
these recognitions are made. They are based 
purely on longevity and fidelity of service and 
not upon positions held. For example, Shirley 
Haynes is a clerical worker while Grady Ran­
dolph is the executive secretary of the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation but their recognition and 
honoraria for 10 years' service were identical. 

Esther Weller has 15 years of outstanding 
service as receptionist. She generally is the first 
person to greet visitors to the building and hers 
is the helpful voice answering most telephone 
calls from outside the building. 

There was special significance to the honor­
ing of one of these career employes last week. 
Most executive board members recognized 
Shirley, Grady and Esther from contacts in the 
Baptist Building, but the other honoree was un­
familiar. Who was this young clean cut fellow 
who was being honored with the others? As 
young as he appeared, how would he have been 

· around 15 years. 
It turned out he was Sam Satterley. He was 

not a Baptist Building worker but rather a main­
tenance man for Cedarmore. There he was at the 
head table with his 11ttractive wife and two sons. 
When recognized he drew enthusiastic applause 
from board members and was presented his $200 
honorarium for 15 years' service. 

What is significant about Sam's recognition? 
It is significant because it has not always been 
that he would have been recognized. Until recent 
years Cedarmore workers were not under the 
same employment policies and benefits as other 
executive board employes. Their wages were 
lower and benefits fewer. Sam began working at 
Cedarmore at the age of 17 for 75 cents an hour. 

It is to the credit of executive secretary Frank 
Owen that Cedarmore employes have been 
elevated to the same pay scale and benefits as 
Baptist Building workers. God is no respector of 
persons and neither should the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention be. 

Sam is a vital part of the total program of Ken­
tucky Baptists. He is gifted and skilled in a way 
few of us are. He can do almost anything needed 
done at Cedarmore and does it with joy and en- · 
thusiasm. 

. Directors: C. Carman Sharp, Louisvilk, chairman; 
Harold J. Purdy, Madisonville, vice chairman; Billy D . . 
Marcum, Brandenburg, secretary; William S. Blake­
man, Winchester; Tom Butler, Paducah; Curtis Erwin, 
Glasgow; Garnett Hulette, Frankfort; William D. Jag­
gers, Cynthiana; Donald J. LaBelle, London; 0. G. 
Lawless, Bowling Green; Ronald P. Moore, Highland 
Heights; Gilbert Sapp; Russell Springs. 

The fact that Kentucky Baptists honor a main­
tenance worker with the same recognition and 
the same honorarium as they do the executive 
secretary of the Kentucky Baptist Foundation is 
nothing to boast of because that's the way it 
should have always been. But it is worth taking 
note of because it was not always that way, 
neither is it that way in most American life and 
some Baptist life . 

Guest Editorial 

Finding a place to serve 

by J. B. Simmons, Pastor, 
Irvington Baptist Church, Irvington, Ky. 

Searching for church staff positions can be a painful 
experience. As one seminary graduate put it, ''If I 
had known finding a church would be this difficult 
and painful I would have had second thoughts about 
training for the pastoral ministry. ' ' 

A recent informal survey revealed the graduating 
seminary student might receive as few as one reply 
for each seven letters written requesting assistance in 
placement. Few ministers, denominational leaders or 
pulpit committee members seem to be fully satisfied · 
with the communication which takes place as each 
works to fill vacancies in church staff positions. 

Seminary students are especially tender emotion­
ally when they begin to search for "their" position in 
church work. They have experienced years of finan­
cial, personal and family strain to complete seminary 
training. They probably are hurt and depressed with 
the apparent lack of interest shown toward them from 
church and denominational leaders. 

Proper understanding and clear communication is 
vitally necessary as we engage iJ} church-minister 
relationships. The initial contacts which a church and 
its prospective staff worker have with each other do 
much to influence the kind of lasting relationships 
they will form . 

Some suggestions to pulpit committees might be 
helpful. First, be honest with your potential staff 
worker about your church, your serious intent in 
dealing with him and the procedure your committee is 
following in filling its vacancy. Be understanding of 
the emotional and financial sensitivity a seminary 
student might be experiencing after several years of 
academic struggle. Finally, treat your prospective 
minister with the same courtesy with which you would 
want to be treated. 

Probably the most significant word which could be 
said to denominational leaders1 both state and associ­
ational, helping in the area of placement, would be to 
be a pastor to each person who comes to you for help. 
Consider their hardship and then respond appro­
priately. 

To the seminary student, maintain your sense of 
Christian commitment throughout this difficult 
process, though this might be quite hard to do. 
Realize as you go through this valley of experience 
God might be able to build strengths within you which 
will be helpful later in your ministry. Most important­
ly, you must believe if God has called you to his 
service he will provide a place for you to serve, 
although it might not meet your expectations. 

We Baptists can form many valuable relationships 
as we search to find God's right person for each posi­
tion to be filled. May we work together in such a way 
that each one will be strength_ened by the process. 
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:I· Mountains to the Mississippi 
Congregations 
Seminary book store receives award 
The Baptist Book Store at Southern 
Seminary is one of six stores in the na­
tionwide chain to receive an award 
based on 1978 performance, according 
to William S. Graham, director of the 
Baptist Book Store operation. · 

The store, managed by Tom Pace, 
was cited for best overall performance 
among medium-sized stores based on 
local sales. 

The awards are "an attempt to say 
'thank you' to the more than 600 
employes of Baptist Book Stores for 
their work during the past year.'' 

Second Baptist to "broadcast" services 
Second Baptist Church, Russellville., is 
completing plans to "broadcast'' Sun­
day worship services to Russellville 
Health Manor by leased phone line and 
speakers they will install there; · 

Parkway honors Wallace 
Parkway Baptist Church, Lexington, 
will have a special recognition and cele­
bration service for its pastor, John T. 
Wallace, Sunday, May 20. 

In May 1949 Wallace came to Felix 
Memorial Baptist Church. In 1964 Felix 
Memorial moved to a new location and 
changed its name to Parkway Baptist 
Church. 

Wallace has been very active in de-
nominational service. He has been 
moderator of Elkhorn Baptist Associa­
tion, member of the KBC executive 
board, trustee for Clear Creek School 
and Kentucky president of the alumni 
association of Southwestern Seminary. 

In addition to denominational service 
Wallace has written for many Baptist 
publications. 

He is a graduate of Baylor and South­
western. 

He and his wife , the former Mary 
Curtis of Lexington, have three chil­
dren: John, J~es and Mary. 

$1500 for home missions 
One hundred and twenty-six persons, 
representing 11 churches, participated 
in the annual South District Association 
youth "Walk-a-thon for Home 
Missions . ' ' 

This years' 10-mile walk netted over 
$1500 in pledges . 

Mrs . Trixie Wright, 68, Gravel 
Switch Baptist Church, was the oldest 
participant. 

Burke goes Hawaiian 
Donald J . Burke, pastor, Highland 
Baptist Church, Louisville, has been 
invited to Iao Congregation Church, 
Maui, Hawaii, to supply preach. 

The Iao congregation is the oldest 
Japanese Christian church on Maui. 

Emmanuel finishes new building 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Berea, has 
officially movedinto its new building. 

The church, under the direction of 
Tates Creek Association, was officially 
constituted into a New Testament 
church in full cooperation with the pro­
grams of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion July 9, 1978. 

Frank DeClue is pastor at Emmanuel. 

Corbin- High: A change of heart 
A few months ago, Corbin High School 
English teacher Mrs. Troy Foley 
wondered if some _students and faculty 
might come, on their time, for medita­
tion. She talked with some but found 
little encouragement. 

During a revival at Corbin First 
Baptist Church she felt this would be 
the time. Early one morning she sensed 
God directing her. She talked with the 
principal who said fine. The format 
would be to meet 10 minutes before 
school .began. A scripture would be 
read with a comment from a devotional 
book followed by a silent prayer. 

School was out for spring break. No 
public announcement had been or 
would be made, only the information 
spread by word of mouth. Mrs. Foley 
did not expect many, if any, that Mon­
day morning. To her surprise the room 
was full . The next day they were seated 
on the floor . They now have moved to a 
larger room. · 

There is a change of attitude in the 
school, partly a result of beginning the 
day in quiet meditation with God and 
part a growing commitment of youth. 

How long will this continue? How 
much more will it grow in interest? No 
one knows, but at this point in time God 
is doing something wonderful in the 
lives of his people at Corbin. 

Wallace 

Moore home: A Baptist heritage 
The home of William Dudley Moore , lo­
cated near Harrodsburg Rd., has been 
listed in the National Register of His­
toric Places. 

Moore was influential in Anderson 
County during the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. · 

He preferred to be called ''brother'' 
and considered himself a country 
preacher. 

This unique country preacher trav­
eled to Europe and the Holy Land and 
visited Buena Vista where his father 
fought in the Spanish-American War. 

Moore was ordained to the gospel 
ministry May 26, 1886 at Salvisa 
Baptist Church. 
· He was a leader in the formation of 
Sand Spring Baptist Church and his 
daughter, Mrs. Sallie Short, 96, is the 
only living charter member at Sand 
Spring. 

His pastorates included Salvisa, Sand 
Spring, Glensboro, Friendship, Mt. 
Pleasant, Bethel and Old Goshen. 
These pastorates covered the counties 
of Anderson, Jessamine, Merc(;lr and 
Boyle. 

He attended Lawrenceburg Seminary 
(which was discontinued in 1875) and 
Georgetown College. 

He died in August 1935 of injuries re­
ceived in an automobile accident. 

His two surviving daughters are Mrs. 
Sallie Short and Mrs. Ophelia Moffett. 

Revivals 
.142 decisions at Parkland 
Parkland Baptist Church, Louisville, 

has just completed a revival with Clyde 
Chiles of St. Louis . 

John Newsom, Vinton, Va., was the 
singer. There were 67 professions of 
faith, 68 rededications and seven by 
letter. . 

Don Zuberer is the pastor. 

Franks led New Hope revival 
There were 16 professions of faith and 

· three additions by letter during a recent 
revival at New Hope Baptist Church, 
Cadiz. 

William Franks was the evangelist, 
Bill Outland, music director, and 
Barbara Jan Futtrell, pianist. 

Lloyd Perrin is pastor at New Hope. 

Personnel 
Barron to Park Avenue 
Park Avenue Baptist Church, Madison­
ville, has called Richard R. Barron as 
minister of music and youth. 

Barron is a senior at Indiana State 
University. 

He and his wife, the former Joyce 
Ann Watkins, Henderson, have one 
son. 

Marvin Freeman is pastor at Park 
Avenue. 

New staff member at Fordsville 
Wend ell W. Cothran has accepted the 
position of minister of music and youth · 
at Fordsville Baptist Church. 

Cothran came to Fordsville from 
Secona Baptist Church, Pickens, S. C . 

Cothran is currently enroled in the. 
MCM program-at Southern Seminary. 
He is a member of the Male Chorale 
and Oratorio Chorus on campus . 

He is married to the former Judy · 
Edwards. 

David Deck is pastor at Fordsville. 

· Pettyjohn new Franklin pastor 
Franklin Baptist Church has called 
Robert Pettyjohn as pastor. 

Pettyjohn is a graduate of Gardner­
. Webb College and is currently a stu­
dent at Southern Seminary. 

Bethel Flock calls new pastor 
Vernon E. Callahan, Jr. has been called 
as pastor of Bethel Flock Baptist 
Church, Louisville. · 

Callahan was previously youth min­
ister at Stewart Avenue Baptist Church, 
Hapeville, Ga. 

A graduate of Mercer University, 
Callahan is presently a student at 
Southern Seminary. 

His wife is the former Cathy Roberts 
of Newman, Ga. 

Larry Baker to Liberty 
Larry Baker assumed the pastorate of 
Liberty Baptist Church, Caldwell-Lyon 
Association, Apr. 15. 

He came from Whippoorwill Baptist 
Church near Russellville where he had 
been minister of youth. 

Baker, 28; has also been a staff 
member at Walnut Grove Baptist 
Church, Russellville; West Baptist 
Church, Hickman; and Trinity Bapti&t 
Cnurch, Paducah. 

· He and his. wife Carolyn have three 
children. 

Curtis Fox to Swiss Colony 
Curtis Fox was called as music and 
youth director at Swiss Colony Baptist 
Church, Laurel River Association. 

Fox is a student at Cumberland Col­
lege. He and his wife have three chil­
dren. 

C. K. Coffman called to Arkansas 
C. K. Coffman has been called as pas­
tor of Whitton (Ark.) Baptist Church. 

Coffman is currently enroled in the 
MDiv program at Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Memphis, Tenn. 

He and his wife have two children. 

Provow accepts Cunningham church 
Ray Provow has been called as pastor of 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Cunning­
ham. He will assume duties May 20. 

Provow came from Emmanuel Bap­
tist , Mayfield. 

He is a graduate of Mid-Continent 
Baptist Bible College. 

W.D. Moore 

Historic Moore home located near Lawrenceburg. 
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Clear Creek: they're burning bridges behind them 

Clear Creek Baptist School, an adult Bible institute 
operated by Kentucky Baptists at Pineville, is loaded 
with distinctives which run counter to most popular 
educational theories today. Among them: 

• A faculty-student ratio of 1-18. 
• No one under 21 accepted, and few that young, 

underscoring the school's dedication to training the 
older man. Younger ones are encouraged to attend 
college and seminary. 

• Operation in the black. No money is borrowed, 
and new buildings are not constructed until the cash 
is in hand. 

• Ninety-five per<;ent of the students are terminal. 
Upon completion of their academic programs, most of 
them go immediately into service . 

• Enrolment is permanently booked to capacity 
months in advance. A waiting list is maintained to 
accommodate the crowds who wish to attend and 

by James H. Cox, Associate Editor 

the school's greatest problem. 
Who is the typical student at Clear Creek? 
The average student is m~le, age 34, married and 

has three children, according to D. M. Aldridge, 
president of the 53-year-old theological institute since 
1954. . 

"When a man gives µp his job and home to go to 
school, he means business," Aldridge attests. "His 
age and his family situation means he doesn't go to 
seminary. More often than not he will not have a 
college degree." 

Tom Hoftzclaw, Clear Creek's admissions director, 
suggests these are men ' 'who are burning bridges 
behind them. 

''They find a personal touch here in the midst of a 
caring environment," be declares. "We don't offer 
any hard sell. If the Lord want. a man here, then we 
.want him here." · 

Thinking big about small churches 

''Clear Creek is exactly the kind of school we need to 
train men for the smaller churches,'' Aldridge avers. 
"Seminary men aren't going to these churches, and 
we are filling a void.'' 

He points out that of 34,849 Southern Baptist 
churches, 25,293 have memberships under 400. In 
Kentucky, there are 1635 Southern Baptist churches 
in this category out of a total of 2138 churches. "This 
is the target we are preparing men for," explains 
Aldridge . 

Bill Gott, 24, of Mooresville, Ind., a second-year 
student, is one of those who found answers to his 
questions at Clear Creek. He cites "low cost" and 
"individual care by professors" as two of the school's 
most attractive assets. · 

. must wait for an opening. Lack of s1;1fficient housing is 
Enroled in the four-year program preparing for the 

chaplaincy, Gott, like a majority of other Clear Creek 

,;;.::-rl-­.... ,-~;.-,,_ 
Student housing at Clear Creek may be like this modern aputmell& ...... , •• ~ ·· . . . or a trailer vlllap, each as this new one of mobile homee. 
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President and Mrs. D. M. Aldridge felt called to prepare for service in the 
mountains nearly four decades ago. They've been there ever since, convinced God 
would not have led them otherwise. 

Clear Cnell ••al are fiercely loyal to their school. Each Christmas their contri• 
butions pl- a turkey, grocery basket valued at $10 and $15 for incidentals on 
the table of every current student's family. Mona Blake helps Bill Whittaker of 
Murray, who has headed the project several years, distribute·a load of Christmas 
turkeys from the graduates. 

students, holds a nearby pastorate. 
Twice a week he drives 60 miles round trip to 

Pruden, Tenn., to serve a small congregation which 
has traditionally relied upon the school for its pastors. 
The arrangement offers the dual benefit of providing 
a pastor for the congregation at compensation within 
its means, and offering the minister on-the-job 
experience for the work the Lord has so recently 
called him to do. 

Gott is married, _has two preschool children and 
lives in a trailer owned by the school, which he rents 
for $35 monthly. He is also employed as a janitor by 
the school. 

Alternatives to education 

A student at Clear Creek may choose from three aca­
demic programs: 

• A two-year course for student wives, including 
Christian homemaking, family, first aid, etc. 

• A basic three-year course for men, similar to the 
former BD (Bachelor of Divinity) degree at semi­
naries. 

• A four-year course for men who are high school 
graduates and who have reached a certain academic 
level. 

Three degrees are offered-BRE (Bachelor of 
Religious Education), BSM (Bachelor of Sacred 
Music) and BT (Bachelor of Theology). 

Three hundred seventy-five former Clear Creek stu­
dents currently hold Kentucky pastorates, and many 
more serve in 42 other states and six foreign coun­
tries. Some graduates have become associational 
directors of missions. 

When Aldridge accepted the school's presidency a 
quarter-of-a-century ago there were 65 students en­
roled. In the spring of 1978 there were 78 graduates, 
more than the total enrolment when Aldridge became 
president. There were 300 students last year and 265 
this year. 

Today, Clear Creek boasts a faculty of 19 persons, 
including 14 full time instructors. 

The school expects full accreditation soon by the 
American Association of Bible Colleges. A coopera­
tive arrangement with Lincoln Memorial University, 
Harrogate, Tenn., for exchange of academic credit is 
curre_ntly under study. , · 

Denominational support:-for 33 years 

While L. C. Kelly, then pastor of Pineville's First 
Baptist Church, launched Clear Creek Baptist School 
in 1926 (then known as Clear Creek Mountain Preach­
ers Bible School), two decades elapsed before Ken­
tucky Bagtists included it in their family of educa­
tional institutions. 

Today the convention elects the school's 18 trustees 
and is underwriting about 18% of its current $648,000 
budget through the Cooperative Program. The school 
is receiving gifts of about $400,000 per year, with 
SIJlaller gifts dominating. Aldridge observes that the 
institution is almost completely excluded from founda­
tion gifts because it is a theological school. 

A student may attend Clear Creek for a full year for 
the unbelievablYlow sum of $250, including tuition 
and fees. -If he is married, and most students are, his 
wife may enrol in the two-year program without 
charge. For 50 cents a week she can put their pre­
school youngsters in the_ c~dren's building on 
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Preschoolers aren't forgotten at Clear Creek. These 
are loved and cared for daily at the children's build­
ing while their mothers attend classes with their 
daddies. 

campus while she attends classes. 
Unfurnished apartments owned by the school rent 

for $30 to $60 a month. The school stands ready to 
help its students with basic necessities, also. A 
school-owned refrigerator, for example, rents for 
$1.50 monthly. At these prices, one might find it 
cheaper to go to school than live elsewhere! 

The opportunity exists further for students to work 
on campus to defray some of their expenses. Main­
tenance, cooking, library work, nursery, secretarial 
assistance and other types of jobs are available. 

A student is prayed with-and for 

Admissions director Hoftzclaw, who also doubles as 
professor of theology, explains the procedure for 
admitting a new student at Clear Creek: 

"We discuss their salvation experience and their 
calling to the ministry. We go through the procedure 
for enrolment, and I usually spend about three hours 
with each man and his wife. We pray together, not 
that Clear Creek will be the answer for them, but that 
they may find God's direction for their lives. If we can 
be instrumental in carrying out his purpose for them, 
fine. But we do not push them into coming here at 
any point." 

Talking with D.M. Aldridge, the school's president, . 
one c1;1n read at least three things into the conversa­
tion. Taking a faraway look at the hills surrounding 
him as he speaks, Aldridge hints of a man who is 
thoroughly committed and has achieved a high degree 
of satisfaction. At the same time, he is still dreaming 
dreams and seein·g visions of what is yet to be. 

Aldridge first came to teach at Clear Creek in 1946. 
He left it only briefly, to be president of the late 
Magoffin Institute, from 1950-54. 

''My wife and I dedicated ourselves to mountain 
missions and education many years ago," he 
observes. "We've never had any reason to believe it 
w~s a mistake.'' 

The many success stories evolving from the little 
piountain theological training center for adults attest 
to that. The school's motto seems to say it all ade­
quately: '' A Bible school that will be needed as long 
as the Bible is needed.'' 

Clear Creek, it looks as if you've got your work cut 
out for you. 



Baptist News in Brief 
Water, water everywhere 
Baptist families and churches were 
among those suffering damage in the 
wake of heavy rains and flooding in sev­
eral counties of Middle Tennessee · 
which President Jimmy Carter has 
designated a disaster area. 

Churches in the Nashville area were 
among the hardest hit, accordillg to re­
ports on the flooding which forced over 
1600 middle Tennessee families out of 
their homes. 

The disaster relief team of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention joined relief 
efforts in cooperation with Miracle 
Baptist Church, LaVergne, Tenn., 
serving meals to area families forced 
out by flood waters, according to Archie 
King, state Brotherhood director. 

Concord Baptist Church in southeast 
Nashville reported over $150,000 in 
damage as flood waters from Mill Creek 

. reached 40 inches inside the church's 
auditorium. All of the furnishings and 
personal items in pastor Reggie 
Peltier' s home, located across the street 
from the church, · were also inundated. 

At First Baptist Church, Antioch, 
Tenn., flood waters from Mill Creek 
rose to nearly four feet in the audi­
torium, destroying the piano, organ, 
song books and numerous other items. 
o·. L. Taylor, pastor, said that the 
waters then traveled to the educational 

· plant destroying all of the nursery and 
children's equipment and furnishings. 

Members of the church began arriv­
ing the next morning to carry out some 
of the furnishings. "We are drying off 
what we can save, but there isn 't 
much,'' Taylor said. 

Charles Livengood, director of mis­
sions in Alpha Association, reported 
that waters from Beaver Dam Creek 
lacked a foot of reaching Cross Roads 
Baptist Church near Linden. Both Perry 
and Hickman counties in that 
association were hard hit, but no Bap-

-tist churches suffered damage. 

Church members give 
$1 million in 40 days 
Sagemont Baptist Church, Houston, 
Tex., raised more than a million dollars 
between Mar. 18 and Apr . 29 because 
300 families gave theii'. total income for 
those 40 days to a building fund. 

John D. Morgan, pastor, told the 
congregation at 10 p .m. Apr. 29 in an 
extended Sunday service they had con­
tributed $1,077,469 in 40 days toward 
their new sanctllary. The pastor said 
the sum is primarily cash but some 
other commitments such as stock will 
be converted to cash. 

Sagemont members, including the 
pastor and his family, pulled out all , 
stops for 40 days. They gave salaries, 
painted fences and cut expenses by 
eating vegetable soup together at the 
church to come up with the money 
because "we pay cash for everything." 

A man made a profession of faith in 
Jesus Christ and was baptized because 
of the witness of Sagemont men who 
painted his home to make extra money 
for the building fund. 

The stamina to give the church '' as 
much as we could earn with our talents 
and energies in 40 days" was devel­
oped during the past two years. 
Morgan said the Sagemont experience 
can happen anywhere a church 
becomes as important to people as their , 
boats, hunting leases, vacations and 
second cars." 

Most of the 300 famines and individ­
uals who gave all their income during 
the 40 days have become free of major 
debts after completing ' 'financial free­
dom seminars" led by their pastor. 

The 40 day period was selected be­
cause "several places in scripture the 
Lord chose 40 days in which to accom­
plish a certain work," Morgan said. 
The Sagemont pastor secured 300 fami­
lies to volunteer their incomes, 
comparing his 'army' wit~ the army of 
Gideon in the Old Testament. 

Several hundred families were pre­
pared when the chui;ch decided the 
time had come this spring to give a 
million dollars to start the new sanctu­
ary. Most of the families who gave their 
total incomes paid bills a month in ad­
vance of the 40 days. "They set aside 
enough to live on during the 40 days, 
spent only what was necessary, and 
loved it,'' Morgan said. 

The congregation seemed to thrive on 
the "warm fellowship" generated in 
the intensive effort of raising a million 
dollars . About 200 families bought gro­
ceries cooperatively to save money 
during the 40 days. They bought 
enough to feed a family of five with 
fruits and vegetables for seven dollars a 
week. Some members plan to_ continue 
buying groceries in groups of 10 to 12 
families. · 

Help wanted: in Uganda 
Southern Baptist missionaries to Ugan­
da are requesting seven volunteers and 
eight career missionaries to assist in 
community rehabilitation and restoring 
Baptist work after receiving assurance 
of religious freedom from the new 
government. 

The Ugandan government has given 
Baptists responsibility for aid distribu­
tion in eastern Uganda, the area where 

. Baptist work was strongest before they 
and 26 other religious groups were 
banned by former president ldi Amin in 
1977. 

A plan worked out by missionaries G. 
Webster Carroll and James L. Rice calls 
for churches in the villages to be distri­
bution points for food, medical supplies 
and agricultural aids flowing in from 
government and private relief agencies. 

Relief spelled M-O-N-E-Y 

Moving quickly to meet needs on a 
large scale, the Southern Baptist For­
eign Mission Board voted to send more 
than $715,000 to finance relief work in 
six countries. 

More than half the funds-over 
$380,000-will go to Uganda, the East 
African nation where religious freedom1 
is being restored in the wake of fight­
ing that deposed President Idi Amin. 

Another $300,000 will finance a major 
community development project in 
India. The 3- to 5-year program will be 
administered by the Baptist Hospital in , 
Bangalore. . 

The mail must go through 
The Baptist Missionary Society has re­
ceived news of Christian work in China, 
acc~rding to European Baptist Press 
Service. 

In a letter, addressed simply to "The 
BMS, London," a lay leader in Sian 
recently wrote that the church is well 
and truly alive, although there is no 

public worship and Bibles are in des­
perately short supply. 

The letter was intended for four 
former pastors in China, Cranston Bell, 
Arthur Elder , Ernest Madge and 
George Young. Madge, former over­
seas secretary for the BMS after serv­
ing in India and then in China for 16 
years, read the letter to the society's 
general committee. ' 

Step down to step up BMT 
Charles. H. Ashcraft, executive secre­
tary of the Arkansas Baptist Conven­
tion since 1969, has announced early 
retirement effective Apr. 30, 1980. 

Ashcraft, 62, said he wants to be­
come more personally involved in Bold_ 
Mission Thrust, the Southern Baptist . 
goal to give everyone in the world a 
chance to hear the gospel of Jesus by 
the year 2000. 

He plans to help train Mexican cler­
gymen at the International Bible 
Institute in El Paso, Tex., and says he 
wants to be instrumental in establish­
ing at least one mission chapel. 

The.red rose of Texas? 
Georgi Vins, dissident Soviet Baptist 
pastor, will give the final address at the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting in 
Houston June 12-14. 

Vins was among five Soviet 
dissidents sent to the U. S. in exchange 
for two convicted spies Apr. 27. He is 
the secretary of the Council of .Church- . 
es of Evangelical Christians-Baptists 
in the Soviet Union, which broke away 
from the officially sanctioned All Union 
Council of Evangelical Christians­
Baptists. 

Vins' address_ will come at 9 p.m. at 
the Summit, site of the majority of the 
meetings for the three-day annual 
session . The original program said the 
meeting would close after the address 
by El!lmanuel Scott, Los Angeles 
pastor. Vins' appearance is an addition 
to the program. 

A two time winner? 
Samuel T. Ola Akande, president of the 
Nigerian Baptist Convention and a 
graduate of Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, has been named general 
secretary of the 300,000-member Niger­
ian Convention. 

Akande, 53, has been acting general 
secretary since the death of Emanuel A. 
Dahunsi early this year. For the past 
two years he has been president of the 
convention and pastor of Orita Mefa 
Baptist Church in Ibadan. 

Akande is a graduate of Wayland 
Baptist College, Plainview, Tex., and a 
two time graduate of Southern Semi­
nary in Louisville, Ky. He taught New 
Testament at the Nigerian Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Ogbomosho. 

Kids will have field days 
More than 300 children 6-11 years old 
will learn about Christian missions in 
the outdoors June 12-14 while their par­
ents conduct the business of the South­
ern Baptist Convention at the Houston 
Summit. 

The occasion is a three-day mission 
day camp at Second Baptfst Church 
sponsored by Texas Baptist Men and 
the Sou.them Baptist BrotherhoC>d ~om- · 
mission. 

The camp will open Tuesday, Wed­
nesday and Thursday mornings prior to 
convention sessions and close at the 
end of the afternoon sessions on Tues­
day and Thursday and the morning ses~ 
sion Wednesday, when no afternoon 
session is scheduled. 

A registration fee of $5 per day 
covers insurance, supplies, lunch and 
transportation between the Summit and 
Second Baptist Church. 

CC panel gives $126,012 
A kick-off banquet for a fund-raising 
drive among trustees and former 
trustees of Campbellsville College has 
netted pledges of $126,012 toward a 
goal of $200,000. 

Campbellsville president W. R. 
Davenport was principal speaker at the 
May 1 event on campus. He alluded to 
Campbellsville's "great heritage." 

"Our lives-our whole culture-is 
different because of these influences. 
We should project and continue that 
vision for the men and women of future 
years who also need the influences of 
Christian education," he concluded. 

The banquet was the Jaunch event of 
a diamond jubilee campaign to help the 
school celebrate its 75th year in 1981. 

Arizona selectsJohnson 
- Jack Johnson, pastor of First Baptist 

Church, Ponca City, Okla., was elected 
executive director-treasurer of the 
Arizona Southern Baptist Convention in 
a special called session. He will take 
office in early June. 

Messengers from Arizona Baptists ' 
287 churches and missions cast 90 
percent of their ballots in favor of their 
executive board's earlier election of 
JC>hnson to succeed Roy F. Sutton, who 
retired Dec. 31. The Arizona conven­
tion's constitution requires affirmation 
for the· chief executive by a two-thirds 
vote of the convention after election by 
the executive board. 

A vote in a similar called convention 
in July 1978 failed by 11 votes to affirm 
the nomination of Mark Short for execu­
tive director-treasurer . Short, now 
church program consultant for the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention, was then 
a staff member of Houston 's South 
Main Baptist Church. 

Johnson, 44, has been at First 
Baptist since 1976 and is chairman of 
the administrative division of the 
Baptist General Convention of Okla­
homa's executive board. 

Warren to B&R post 
Charlie Warren of Memphis has been 
named associate editor of the Baptist 
and Reflector, Tennessee's state Bap-

. tist newspaper. 
Warren, 31, associate editor of Broth­

erhood Commission's World Mission 
Journal since 1977, will join the staff 
July 15. He fills a vacancy which has 
existed since Oct. 1975, when David 
Keel resigned as circulation manager of 
the publication. 

In another Baptist and Reflector staff 
adjustment, Eura Lannom was shifted 
from assistant to editor Al Shackleford 
to a position as advertising-and circula­
tion manager. Mrs. Lannom, who has 
held various positions with the paper 
for 38 years, served as acting-editor, 
Aug. 1974 to Nov. 1976. 

Before joining World Mission Jour­
mil, Warren served as senior editor of 
press relations for four years at the SBC 
Foreign Mission Board. 



Marketplace 
Unique Lock-Ins 

Rent Our Family Life Center 
Available 10 p.m. Fri.-7 a.m. Sat. 

Basketball, bowling, volleyball, roller 
skating, game tables, kitchen , fellow­
ship hall 

Buyers Guide 
Skates, bowling shoes, balls furnished . 
Contact Reidland Baptist Church,5559 
Benton Rd.,,Paducah, KY 42001 

(502) 898-6243 

:Alwninum Siding, exterior decorating, quality 
work. Call Colville Aluminum Co. (602) 426-3102. 

PLAN NOW!!! for . ~ 

Drexel(b 

Church Construction 
CHRISTIAN BUILDERS INC. 
P O Bo, 171. 8rt•nlwood TN 37017 
CON STR UC TION M AN " GtMf N T 
fl NANCI AL CONSULTATION 
SPECIALI ZED AIK H I Tf CT U RA L 

PL ANN ING , Phone 11,1 5) 373 -1064 

Write for 
FREE 

Brochure 

· Church Furnishings 
1-- ••once Saved Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture 

Phone 704/322-8380 Always Saved1
' Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

Hickory, North Carolina 28601 This 50 minute cassette tape ser­
mon delivered before 7000 people 
in a revival crusade - with 80 con­
versions in one service - Great 
illustrations - & over 100 scripture 
references. 

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS . 
Prices to satisfy every preference "nd need 

AIR · 
CONDITIONcu,..- ...,,,,,,..- . ---. .. , PARKING 

AREAS 

149 Phone 
Breckinridge -----~ 6_0349 

ALSO - The beautiful 23rd Psalm 
- verse by verse. My best in 22 
years of revival_s - Over 800 cru­
sades. Send $2 and your name and 
address for both full length Bible 
messages to: l:.ane 

PEARSON FUN.EAAL SERVICE WALTER K. AYERS 
EVANGELISTIC ASSN. 

3033 Saturn Rd. 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Member: Ky. Funeral Directors-lurial Assn. 
Member: National Selected Morticians 

by inv_itation · · Garland, Texas 75041 

Music, thrills and 
excitement are waiting _ 
for yoilr church s!roup 

at Opryland! 

A.blockbuster season atOpryland! 
This is the year for your church group to visit Opryland! C.Ome 
see On With The Show, a lavish Broadway revue; C,osmic Laser 
&plnswn, a mind-boggling laser light show; and Kid Stuff, a 
creative wonderland of fun and play for the little folks-all 
brand new at Opryland '79! 
Unlike any other park in America, Opryland offers 14 different, 
dazzling, fully-staged musical productions, from Rock to 
C.Ountry, Bluegrass to Pop, Broadway showtunes to Dixieland 
jazz. Opryland is your kind of music ... and it's also your kind 
of fun! · 
Jf you want a rip-roaring thriller, climb aboard Opryland's mil­
lion dollar supercoaster, the Wabash Cannonball. Swing on the 
Tennessee Waltz! Make a splash on the Flume Z()()m! All our· 
rides, the mild ones like the Old World Carousel and the wild 
ones like the dare-devil Barnstormer, are ready to fill your day­
with delightful and frightful fun! 
Group travel means special sal'ings! 
Make plans to bring your church group to Opryland now. Just 
let us know and we'll ·send you our Opryland Group brochure 
outlining all the extra ways to save when you travel together! 
We'll even plan your entire trip for you, if you'd like. 
Call or write: Opryland Sales Department/2802 Opryland 
Drive/Room 106/Nashville, Tennessee 37214 (615) 889-6600. 
Were just waiting to show you that there's no place like Amer­
ica's musical showplace! 

-] Your k!m1 o1...,.;c! Ill Your-kind of fun! 
~ I -- --" ~ ~ ~TE!lf£SSEE. 

An entertainment property of The National Life and Accident Insurance Company 

' 

Sunday · Lessons May 27, 1979 

H. C. Chiles 

LIFE AND. WORK SERIES Exposing society's injustices 
God called Amos from his work as a herdsman to warn the people of the punish­
ment which he was about to send upon them because of their wickedness. 
Amos 2:6-8 Politically and materially the times were prosperous, but there was 
injustice, wickedness, vice and oppression on every hand·. It was an era of national 
expansion, prosperity and wickedness . 

When Amos pronounced the judgment of God upon the. pagan nations the people· 
of Israel rejoiced to hear his condemnation of Judah. As soon as Amos directed his 
attention to the sins of Israel and to warn her people of God'.s inevitable judgment, 
their demeanor changed quickly and completely. 
Amos 7:7-8 God used the figure of a plumbline to show Amos how far Israel had 
departed from the divine standard. A plumbline is a line with a metal weight 
suspended at one end, which a builder drops from the top of a wall to determine 
whether or not the wall is perpendicular. It stands for. rectitude , and is the symbol 
of judgment according to righteousness. In applying the plumbline of his word to us 
God means to make us morally and spiritually straight-up-and-down people. 
Amos 7:10, 12-13 Amos went to Bethel, the capital of the Northern Kingdom, 
which had acquired so much wealth and power, with the results of self-indulgence, 
corruption and idolatry. Amos fearlessly told the people.the truth about their sins 
and how God wanted them to live. His plain and pointed messages provoked 
-Amaziah, the priest in charge of the idol worship at Bethel and he falsely accused 
Amos of conspiracy and treason. Amaziah ordered Amos back to his own country 
and to prophesy to his own people, but the prophet refused to obey him. Amos 
denounced Amaziah and predicted the judgment which would befall him, his family 
and the nation: 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES Giving that glorifies God 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 Paul was concerned the Christians in Corinth would count it a 
privilege to give voluntarily, cheerfully and bountifully. 
I. The rules for giving. 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 _ 

1. God's children should give generously. Verse six. H any Christian wants an 
abundant harvest of spiritual blessings from God, generosity must characterize his 
giving. One should remember a Christian steward cannot outgive God. 

2. God's children should give purposefully. Verse 7a. Christian giving should 
never be a hit-or-miss proposition, but a systematic and regular practice. Whatever 
the Christian has in his possession, whether small or large, he holds it as a trust 
from the Lord. In his support of God' s work, he should not give in order to receive 
the praise of men, but because he loves the Lord and is anxious to advance his 
work. 

3. God's children should give cheerfully. Verse 7b. Giving should be spontaneous 
and hilarious, for "God loveth a cheerful giver." When believers give out of hearts . 
of love for the Lord and in the right spirit, giving is one of their most enjoyable 
experiences. 
II. The results of giving. 2 Corinthians 9:10-15. . 

Scriptural giving results in numerous blessings to the donors . It brings them · 
into closer fellowship with God. The practice of scriptural giving brings down the 
divine blessings in such ways that one 's capacity to give is enlarged. 

Scriptural giving provides the means which are needed for carrying on the work 
of the Lord. Faithfulness in Christian stewardship stimulates thanksgiving to God. 
In giving one is reminded of the wondrous and boundless grace of God in giving the 
Son of his love to be our saviour. 

Jesus Christ came from heaven to earth in order that men might be saved. This 
gift was unspeakably great and valuable. It fully meets ·our needs. However, as long 
as we remain on earth this "unspeakable gift" will never be fully expounded and 
comprehended. 

Far flung Frank Owen 
During the first quarter of this century Southern Baptists were still largely confined 
to the territory of the old Confederacy, plus the two neutral states and as far west as 
Texas and Oklahoma. Most of this was the "Old South," a contiguous geographical 
unit with a common climate, a common culture, heritage and tradition-a great 
many things held it together. 

In such compact setting the Southern Baptist Convention grew and grew until it 
was stronger than the far flung, wider spread Northern Baptist Convention whose 
affiliated states sprawled from Maine to Southern California. 

While Baptists of the old solid south grew, the more loosely federated Northern 
Baptist Convention was unable to hold together. In recent years Southern Baptists 
have been filling many vacu~s where American Baptists, the largest remnant of 
the now fragmented Northern Convention, only sparsely cQver their territory. 

The Southern Baptist Convention now is sprawled all across our nation, operating 
in some measure in-every state. It now potentially contains all of the divergent 
geography and cultures that the Northern Convention had when it fragmented. Will 
scattered Southern Baptists be able to hang together, united, though far flung and 
varied? 

We have some things in our favor at this point. Southern Baptists have tended to 
stay closer to the scriptures. We have a great world mission program that we know 
would collapse if we should ever fragment. Our realization of the importance of the 
cause tends to hold us together when we differ. , 

The years ahead are going to be interesting ones. I doubt that we can hold 
together much better than Northern Baptists did if we become content with·mere 
housekeeping. 

Our Bold Mission Thrust is the big enough program sufficient to inspire and unify 
our now many and scattered congregations. Will enough of our churches and people 
wade far enough into it to find the unifying thrill of achieving still greater things? 
Let us pray so. 
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