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Smith, Jews resolve differences
but their beliefs are unchanged

Expressing deep regret for any hurt to the Jewish
community because of his statements concerning
Jews, Southern Baptist Convention president Bailey
Smith joined national Jewish leaders in a joint state-

| ment abhorring, condemning and rejecting anti-
Semitism.

| Smith, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Del

\ City, Okla., read a joint statement following a three-
and-a-half hour meeting Dec. 18 with six other South-

‘ ern Baptists and seven officials of the Anti-Defama-

| tion League of B'nai B'rith, a national organization of

| Jewish laymen.

Smith asked for a meeting with ADL national direc-
tor Nathan Perlmutter in the wake of controversy over
Smith’s widely reported comments God does not hear
the prayers of Jews and Jews have funny looking

| noses.

‘ The statement, issued after a closed door meeting
held under tight security at the B’nai B’rith head-
quarters across the street from the United Nations

| Building, said:

< ‘‘The parties agreed that they abhor condemn and
reject Anti-Semitism because it violates their respec-
tive deeply held religious beliefs;

4 ‘‘Second, both reaffirmed their commitment to their

SBC Executive Committee
= taps BSSB staffer for post

Regi-ald (Reggie) McDonough, 44, has been elected
associate executive secretary and director of program
planning for the Executive Committee of the Southern
Baptist Convention.

McDonough, secretary of the Church Administra-
tion Department of the Baptist Sunday School Board,
Nashville, succeeded Albert McClellan, who retired
Dec. 31 after more than 31 years with the Executive
Committee.

A native of Mt. Vernon, Tex:, McDonough is a
graduate of East Texas Baptist College and received
I master’s and doctor’s degrees from New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary. :

He has been with the Sunday School Board since
1964 as a consultant, supervisor and secretary of the
Church Administration Department. Previously, he
was minister of education at churches in Thibodaux
and Arcadia, La. and Beaumont, Tex. He was also
instructor of religious education at East Texas Baptlst
College, Marshall.

MecDonough

basic theological beliefs without rancor or rejection of
each other; and

‘“Third, both groups have been the victims of reli-
gious persecution and even to this day suffer perse-
cution in the Soviet Union and other parts of the
world.”’ '

The statement concluded: ‘‘For the above reasons,
they (participants) agreed to establish a joint working
relationship in which Baptists and Jews will explore
and plan improved methods of communication.”’

It specifically cited plans for conferences, seminars,
academic interchanges, preparation of joint materials
and ‘‘other means for each community to learn more
about the other.””

The president of the 13.6 million-member denomi-
nation also refused to back down from his previous
position. The statement made plain Smith “has dis-
tinctive theological beliefs he cannot compromise,’’
but added the Southern Baptist ‘‘stands with the
Jewish community for total religious liberty’’ and ‘‘for
an American pluralistic society.”’

In the written statement Smith expressed ‘‘deep
regret for any hurt to the Jewish community’’ and
said if he had it to do over again, ‘‘knowing how it
would be misinterpreted,’”’ he would not have made
the statements.

After readmg the statement, whlch described the
meeting as ‘‘open and frlendly,” Smith told reporters
he had never met with nicer people in his life. He,
however, refused to answer questions from the 15 to
20 representatives of the national and New York news

‘media.

After Smith declined to answer questions reporters
asked Perlmutter if he considered Smith’s earlier
remarks anti-Semitic.

‘I am satisfied pastor Smith had no anti-Semitic
intent,”’ Perlmutter said. ‘‘But I am not satisfied with
his beliefs and he is not satisfied with mine. That’s
what makes him a Baptist and me a Jew.”’

In a telephone interview with Baptist Press Smith -
said the meeting was ‘‘just perfect . . . they are my
friends and they know I love them.”’

He added he has been invited to the home of one of
the participants, Mark Briskman, regional represen-
tative of ADL in Dallas, to observe Passover and
‘‘both my wife and I plan to go.”” He said he also dis-
cussed the possibility of making a joint trip to Israel
with ADL representatives, but made no decision.,

Smith, who was elected presxdent of the SBC in
June, made national news in mid-September when
reporters were given transcripts of a sermon he
preached Aug. 22 at the National Affairs Briefing, a
conservative religious-political gathering in Dallas.

‘In that sermon, Smith said ‘‘God almighty does not
hear the prayer of a Jew,’’ and commented: ‘‘How
can God hear the prayer of a man who says Jesus
Christ is not the true messiah? It is blasphemous.”’

He made national headlines again in mid-Novem-
ber when a tape recording of a sermon he preached
Aug. 31 surfaced. In that sermon, on ‘‘God’s Special
People and Special Places,’’ Smith quipped from his
pulpit: ‘“Why did he (God) choose the Jews? I don’t
know why he chose the Jews. I think they’ve got
funny looking noses myself."’

Ye are my witnesses

Many Southern Baptist congregations will observe
Sunday, Jan. 11 as Witness Commitment Day. This is
‘‘a time to consider responsibilities for reaching
people for Christ,”’ said Fred White, direct evangel-
ism director of the Home Mission Board. On that day
Southern Baptists will be challenged to fuifill their
obligations to the Greai Commission, he said.

Philippians at home:
an alternative this year?

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary is offering
Louisville area residents an opportunity to take eight
hours of studies in Philippians by cable TV during
January.

New Testament professor James L. Blevins and
theology professor Dale Moody are presenting four
one-hour lectures this month; with each lecture
carried eight times during a single week. The pro-
grams are telecast on CPI channel 24 which the
seminary has been programing since September along
with five other educational institutions.

The Blevins course, a biblical study of Philippians,
is seen Mondays at 5 p.m., Tuesdays at 1 a.m., Fri-
days at noon, Saturdays at 5 a.m. and 2 p.m. and
Sundays at 3 p.m. It begins the week of Jan. 5.

Moody’s course, theology of Philippians, will be
shown Mondays at 10:30 p.m., Wednesdays at 5
p.m., Thursdays at 2 a.m. and 7 p.m., Fridays at 1
p-m., Saturdays at 6 a.m. and 3 p.m. and Sundays at
4 p.m. beginning the week of Jan. 5.

CPI is serving about 30,000 homes in metropolitan
Louisville with a potential viewing audience of more
than 100,000.

Equipment used in television productions was paid
for by a grant to the seminary from Louisville's J.
Graham Brown Foundation.

Baptists, others consider governmental intervention

Southern Baptists will join representatives of more
than 50 religious groups in a conference on govern-
ment intervention in religious affairs Feb. 11-13 at
Bethesda, Md.

With 450 Protestant, Catholic and Jewish partici-
pants representing rehgmus bodies with more than
121 million adherents, sponsors believe the event will
be one of the most inclusive gatherings in history.
The conference will focus on a wide range of issues
from tax exemption to governmental restraint on
**political’’ activities of religious bodies.

Harold C. Bennett, executive secretary-treasurer of
the SBC Executive Committee, said the meeting is

needed because ‘‘there have been numerous cases
where the government has mtervened in the religious
affairs of several denominations.’

Other participating religious groups mclude the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
U.S. A., U. S. Catholic Conference, Synagogue
Council of America, National Association of Evan-
gelicals and Lutheran Council in the U. S. A.

Admission is by invitation only. The SBC is allowed
35 participants based on a quota system that permits
each of the national religious groups to issue invita-
tions on the basis of its membership.




Earnestly contend for the faith
which was once for all delivered
to the saints. —Jude 3
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Daley Observations

Hopefully the storm
is passing

In the last several weeks a welcome calmness
has come upon the turbulent Southern Baptist
waters. The condition and the spirit of Southern
Baptists at any given moment are always re-
flected on the pages of state Baptist papers and
for the last month these publications have been
almost entirely free of charges and counter
charges from opposing forces in Southern
Baptist life.

Judging by the events of the last two years,
one has to ask the question whether this quiet-
ness means the severity of the storm is over or
this is merely the eye of the storm and more
destructive winds are to follow. We can pray the
worst is over but we must remember that, unlike
the weather over which man has no control, the
Southern Baptist storm rises and subsides with
the action of men.

There are two chief contributors to this change
in Southern Baptist atmosphere. One is the
growing signs that president Bailey Smith will
be fair and responsible in performing his presi-
dential duties and especially in his appointment
of strategic committees. He gives evidence he is
his own man and will not bow to pressure from
zealots who want to use him for their ends.

Smith has been unduly criticized for careless
remarks. In some instances his critics have been
more severe than he has been and his efforts to
atone for his remarks about Jews and his
requests for the prayers of fellow Southern Bap-
tists have won him many friends.

The other contributor to the present tranquil-
ity is the spirit of the 1980 state Baptist conven-
tions. Contrary to what was expected in several
states, almost without exception these meetings
were positive and free from predicted divisive-
ness. There is no way to account for this except
the Lord answered many prayers and zealots did
not make their play to gain control of state con-
vention offices. Apparently no candidate for
office in any state was elected due to his com-
mitment or non-commitment to ‘‘inerrancy.’’

One almost has to assume that Paige Patter-
son and Paul Pressler did not follow through
with expected efforts to recruit and to direct
lieutenants in each state in an effort to gain
control of the state presidencies as they claim to
have gained control of the Southern Baptist
Convention presidency. If that be so, let us hope
they continue to leave state conventions to their
own directing.

The atmosphere in the Los Angeles convention
next June will be determined by president Bailey
Smith and by whether or nct any group of mes-
sengers shows up with a predetermined agenda.
If president Smith’s appointments reflect any

kind of balance, he will be reelected president
for another term without any trouble. If his ap-
pointments are one sided, an effort will likely be
made to make him a one term president. This
would be most unfortunate.

Another hope has entered the picture for the
prospect for a God-pleasing convention this year.
It is the special prayer being planned for the
convention between now and June and at the
convention. This could make all the difference in
Southern Baptists this year and for all the years
to come. Please read the other editorial on this
page and become a part of this, the greatest
hope for Southern Baptists.

A priority for Southern
Baptists in 1981

The year 1981 will be a year of destiny for
Southern Baptists. It will bring us nearer or take
us farther from God’s plan for us. Left to our
own resources, the recent spirit of divisiveness
could lead to tragic consequences but there is
one way to be certain to prevent this. This is to
take seriously the suggestion of Southern Baptist
Convention vice president Jack Taylor and other

«convention officers that the 1981 convention in

Los Angeles to be the most prayed-for Southern
Baptist Convention meeting in history.

The plan known as Prayer Mobilization for the
Southern Baptist Convention in Los Angeles in
June 1981 was originally proposed by vice
president Taylor but was quickly sanctioned by
other officers of the convention.

The simple but important plan has two stages.
One of these takes place prior to the convention
and the other is during the convention. -

Prior to the convention a prayer representa-
tive in each state will be responsible for mobiliz-
ing a prayer chain in his state to be activated
anytime a special need appears. These state
chairmen will also help host a continuous prayer
meeting to be held in the convention hotel in Los
Angeles during the 72 hours the convention is in
session.

It is hoped a special Prayer Sunday between
now and June will be set aside for all the
churches to pray for the convention.

In addition to the 72-hour prayer meeting in
the Hilton Hotel during the days and nights of
the convention, a prayer room will be open to all
messengers in the convention meeting hall
where eight sessions of prayer will be held while
the convention is going on.

In one sense it is ironic we have to be called to
special prayer for the convention. It is assumed
all Southern Baptists do is preceded by sincere
prayer. No doubt many prayers have been lifted
for every convention in our history but we are
particularly sensitive to our need for God’s
guidance this year.

This prayer mobilization can make all the
ditference in Los Angeles but only if undertaken
in humility and sincerity. Prayer will be sacri-
legious if we have already decided what to seek
and how to vote on convention issues. Prayer for
the convention will not change God’s mind so
much as it will change our attitudes replacing
disagreement and suspicion with harmony and

mutual trust.

In Kentucky T. Howell Upchurch, 8911 Old
Third Street Road, Valley Station 40272, has
been asked to serve as representative for this
prayer mobilization plan. It would be helpful to
him to have the pledge of hundreds of Kentucky
Baptists to join this much needed effort. Write
or call him with assurance of your participation
(502) 935-9454.

Baptist Forum

Who is right?

The ‘‘Moral Majority’’ is bad, because they attempt
to influence the political process.

Our Foreign Mission Board’s action encouraging
“‘immediate help’’ to avoid taxes for missionaries by
lobbying Congress is good.

Posting the 10 Commandments on public property
is bad, because taxpayers (including non-believers)
pay for such facilities.

Chaplains in tax-supported facilities are good.

Prayer at basketball games is bad, because Ameri-
cans United and the Civil Liberties people might be
offended. i

Profanity and vulgarity in textbooks is good,
because it expands the cultural horizons of our
students.

Criticism of college and seminary professors is
bad, because it divides our people.

Criticism of convention presidents is good, because
we need an open discussion of the issues facing us.

Dialog with Protestants, Catholics, Jews and Mos-
lems is good.

Dialog with fundamentalist Baptists is bad,
because they are narrow minded, intolerant people
who hold views that differ from ours.

Right? or wrong?

R. Charles Blair, Mayfield

Missionary family needs home

I shall be coming on furlough in June 1982 as visiting
professor of missions at Southern Seminary. A
graduate of Southern, I did DMin work my last
furlough which I completed after 1:eturmr-1g to legrla.

Although Southern Seminary will _prov1de hoqsmg,
my wife and I are desirous of living in a house, if at
all possible. This is the purpose of my letter—to see if
you might help in our locating one. It seems mission-
ary houses in the Louisville area are quite scarce. The
one at Lyndon is already scheduled for occupancy at
that time by Jim McKinley. .

We have four children, the oldest starting college
as we begin furlough. The other three are 14, 12 and
nine. )

1 was pastor of Union Baptist Chul:ch, Defoe, in .
seminary before we came to Liberia in 1'963. We enjoy
getting Western Recorder to keep up with happenings
in Kentucky. y

I believe I saw in one issue an article by you
requesting help in transportation for a missionary"
coming to the area. Should you be able to help me in
any way to get transportation the year we are home I
would be most grateful. :

By the way, we would be happy to live out from
Louisville, if a house should be provided.

hank you for any help you may give.
Sy d Bradley D. Brown

Monrovia, Liberia

Editorial note: any person or church who possibly
could provide housing or transportation fqr the
Browns are encouraged to contact them directly. The
address is Box 1778, Monrovia, Liberia.
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January is ‘Make Your Will Month’

by Grady L. Randolph,
Executive Director,
Kentucky Baptist Foundation

The use of a will in estate planning
often implies that only large estates
need a will. However, regardless of
the size of the estate, a will should be
prepared. This is a basic item in every
estate plan. The will makes it possible
for you to decide now what will happen
to your estate in the future. Many lives
may be affected by your decisions, so
these decisions should be made with
prayerful consideration.

The care of the family is the first
priority in planning a will. This in itself
makes every will different since fami-
lies and their needs differ. There may
be standard phrases, clauses or proce-
dures in planning the will, but it should
be uniquely yours and is drafted with
your family in mind.

Family lifestyles and other concerns

WITNESS BEGINS
IN THE HOME

MAKE YOUR WILL MONTH

are often reflected in the will. A family that bears upon an estate is another
with a strong religious orientation important consideration in planning a
would probably want that reflected in will. This fact alone makes it very im-
the structure of the will. Thus, it be- portant that you seek legal counsel in
comes important for you and your at- ~ planning your will. The properly draft-
torney to become familiar with denomi- ed will, in compliance with state stat-
national institutions and agencies. In- utes and taking advantages of tax laws,
formation about Kentucky Baptist may save the estate considerable
institutions and agencies may be money —money that would otherwise
secured by writing your Kentucky Bap- go to your heirs.
tist Foundation. This will enable your Finally, an informal conference with
attorney to do a better job for you. your Kentucky Baptist Foundation di-
Keep in mind that charitable gifts rector may prove to be helpful before
from an estate must be clearly spelled you begin this planning process. He is
out in the will. If a charitable trust is available at no cost to you. Write to:
involved in the will, special drafting Kentucky Baptist Foundation, Box
regulations apply and often a tax attor- 43433, Middletown, KY 40243; or call
ney is needed for this drafting. (502)_245-4101 extension 331 for an
The constant changing of tax laws appointment.

YOU REACH
OUTIN
JESUS NAME

Through The

COOPERATIVE
PROGRAM

STATE
EVANGELISM
CONFERENCE
February 16-17, 1981
Walnut Street Baptist

Church, Louisville
+ - -

SPEAKERS
DR. JESS MOODY

Los Angeles, California

DR. TAL BONHAM
Columbus, Ohio

DR. JOHN HAVLIK
Atlanta, Georgia

DR. FINDLEY EDGE
Louisville, Kentucky
DR. LEWIS DRUMMOND
Louisville, Kentucky
DR. OTIS WILLIAMS
Birmingham, Alabama
DR. MACK CARTER
Prospect, Kentucky
SESSIONS
Monday 1:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Joint Rally Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Commonwealth Convention Center

Baptist Book Store’s

WINTER JUBILEE SALE

Big Savings Day!

Now! Through January 31, 1981

SAVE up to 33% on these books!

STRAIGHT TALK TO MEN
AND THEIR WIVES

James Dobson helps husbands and
wives know who they are and how they
should function . .. If our families are
going to survivel (Word) Reg. $8.95
SAVE 33% Jubilee Special, $5.95*

A KIND OF SPLENDOR

Stories of 14 women who have “mas-
tered” struggles — Mrs. Oral Roberts,
Dale Evans Rogers; 12 others.
(Broadman) Reg. $7.95
SAVE 25% Jubilee Special, $5.95*

THE PREACHING EVENT ;
John R. Claypool reflects on the enorm-
ous significance of the preacher’s role as
reconcller, gift-giver, witness, and nur-
turer. (Word) Reg. $5.95
SAVE 33% Jubilee Special, $3.95*

WAKKINVH TRARI STV

HALLEY’S BIBLE HANDBOOK

(Revised)
Most prized guidebook to the Bible!
864-page “world almanac” of Biblical in-
formation. Many pictures, 75 maps;
MORE. (Zondervan)

Softcover, Reg. $7.95
SAVE 25% Jubilee Special, $5.95*

1 SAILED WITH SAUL

OF TARSUS :

William N. McElrath. Spell-binding
teenage novel of New Testament times.
A boy makes discoveries about hate and
forgiveness. (Broadman) Reg. $5.95
SAVE 33% Jubilee Special, $3.95*

nd
0‘/ \pl[%nd(ll __.

*Special prices end January 31, 1981

BROADMANBIBLE £)BAPTIST BOOK STORES

COMMENTARY FARIRERS

edited by Clifton J. Allen, respected

leader of Baptists. Paragraph-by- 5

paragraph exposition. 7 Old Testament 221 Williamburg Square

volumes; 5 new Testament volumes. Lincoln Mall Drive
12-Vol. set, Reg. $125.00 ° (502) 685-4901

SAVE 28%  Jubllee Special, $90.00* Owensboro

1235 Hurstbourne Lane at I-64
(Plainview Shopping Center)

P. 0. Box 20360

Louisville 40220

(502) 423-1422
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Ordinations

Perry Brackin ordained by Hickory
Perry Brackin, a student at Mid-Con-
tinent Baptist College, was ordained to
the ministry Nov. 22. The service was
held at Hickory (Ky.) Baptist Church.

CHURCH BUILDINGS

. SECURITY CHURCH FINANCE, INC.

=z

-FINANCING
for

Call Toll Free_

ANDY F. HARDY
1-800-231-0373

Brackin is pastor at Kirbyton Baptist
Church, West Kentucky Association.

He and his wife Nancy reside in
Hickory.

Northside ordains two deacons
Barry Brown and Carroll Boyd were

LITTLE GIANT

The name (o remember for
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES

SPIRES—CROSSES
&> WATER HEATERS

Church credit plans available.
Free colored brochure

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO., INC.
Dept. 43/ Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630
Phone: 713-883-4246

ordained as deacons at Northside
Baptist Church, Princeton, Jan. 4.
David Royalty is pastor.

Personnel

Hensley is available for pastorate

A. J. Hensley has resigned as pastor of
Salem Baptist Church, Shelby County
Association. He is available for an
interim or full time pastorate.

Wilburn Bonta to pastor Greasy Creek
Wilburn Bonta has accepted the pastor-
ate of Greasy Creek Baptist Church,
Russell Creek Association.

FOR PARENTS WHO WANT THEIR CHILDREN
TO LOVE THE BIBLE —INTRODUCING

BIBLEARN

Receive a FREE volume and book case
just for examining 3 introductory books!

OW — yOou can give your child an experience in faith and

learning that will Iast a lifetime.

This sweeping twenty-four volume series — covering both the Old
and New Testaments —is the ideal way for you to take an active
role in helping your child learn to love the Bible while developing

the faith they will carry with them throughout their lives.

In quiet moments together you and your youngster can share the
thrilling and inspiring stories of Daniel in the Lion's den, Abraham, the

Apostles, the ministry of Jesus, and much much more!

_Your girl or boy will discover firsthand

God's love and purpose-

Take advantage of our “no risk” offer to examine 3 introductory

BIBLEARN books in your own home for fifteen days, without
charge or obligation! If you and your child are not delighted, return
them and owe nothing. But, if you decide BIBLEARN is everything we

say it is and more —keep the books and pay $12.95 plus a small fee for postage and handling. Each month thereafter — '

until the set is complete — your youngster will receive two BIBLEARN books for only $4.50 each plus postage and
handling. You may, of course, cancel at any time. Return the coupon TODAY.

WHEN YOU
EXAMINE THESE 3
INTRODUCTORY . «
BOOKS YOU'LL
RECEIVE
ABSOLUTELY FREE
AN ADDITIONAL
BIBLEARN BOOK

S JESUS- GOD'S
SON, SAVIOR. LORD

BIBLEARN “NO RISK" OFFER . ..

DYES' Please sign my child in the BIBLEARN Reading Pro
gram Send immediately our FREE copy of JESUS GOD'S SON
SAVIOR LORD plus our FREE book case and the 3 introduc
tory books for only $12 a5 ‘Total value $19 80 plus a small
fee for postage and handing | understand that if not
satisfied | may keep the free book and book case - return
the 3 introductory books-in 15 days and owe nothing
Otherwise please send my child two new BIBLEARN books
each month thereafter for only $4 59 each (regular retail
price $495 eachi plus asmall fee for postage and handling |
understand that the same 15 day FREE examination applies
and that I'm under no obligati2n to buy any books ever |
may cancel at any time

CHILD'S NAME

PLUS A DURAELE
BOOK CASE
DESICNED TO HOLD
ALL 24 VOLUMES!

PARENT'S NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

Siliy

- ,
Iwe‘l,av HOME SHOPPING SERVICE - BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD - NASHVILLE, TN. 37234

—————
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* Cedar Grove calls Ray Daniels

Ray Daniels, former pastor of several
churches in Illinois and Missouri, has
accepted the pastorate of Cedar Grove
Baptist, Simpson Association.

He and his wife Betty Lou have two
children, Mike, 25, and Kim, 19.

Revivals

Woodlawn revival brings 32 decisions
Larry Embry, new pastor of Woodlawn
Missionary Baptist Church, Russell-
ville, led the church’s fall revival.

Thirty-two decisions were made in-
cluding 10 professions of faith. One
person surrendered to the ministry and
one surrendered to missions.

Landis leads South Greensburg revival
Gary Landis led the fall revival at South
Greensburg Baptist Church, Russell
Creek Association.

There were four professions of faith,
two additions by letter and several re-
dedications.

Trammell Creek adds two members
Trammell Creek Baptist Church, Rus-
sell Creek Association, had two addi-
tions during its November revival.

Pleasant Grove adds 21 members
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Little
Bethel Association, received 21 mem-
bers by baptism in the past year.

THE
LAYMAN'S

BIBLE BOOK
COMMENTARY

rJoe 0. Lewis, experienced pastor, teachem
and student of biblical and archaeological

studies in Israel, guides us in the study of
three crucial biblical books 1 & 2 Samuel and

1 Chronicles.

This tenth volume of the new twenty-four
volume series of the Layman's Bible Book
Commentary. being released one every three
months through July, 1984, adds another
valuable resource for Bible teachers and
students.

Dr. Lewis is Chairman of the Department
of Religion of Georgetown College in George-
town, Kentucky.

LAYMAN'S BIBLE BOOK COMMENTARY:

1 & 2 SAMUEL
1 CHRONICLES
Joe 0. Lewis

$4.25

" AT YOUR
BAPTIST BOOK STORE

BROADMAN




A 600 percent increase in church ad-
ditions has been made during the first
year of Milt Hill’s pastorate.

Deaths

Charles Robert Rader dies
Charles Robert Rader, retired pastor of
Decoursey Baptist Church, died Nov.
28. Funeral services were held Dec. 1
with Carl Evans officiating.

Rader is survived by his wife Lorine;
two children, Ron Rader and Wanda
Guthrie; and four grandchildren.

Congregations

Columbia opens Christian life center
Columbia (Ky.) Baptist Church has
dedicated its Christian life center. The

“multipurpose facility complements the

Christian life park which was purchased
earlier.

The park consists of 11.5 acres with a
softball field, tennis courts, croquet
courts, volleyball and running track.
The new center houses a regulation
basketball court.

Bobby Beard has been employed as
Christian life center director.

Central accepts bold mission challenge
Central Baptist Church, Corbin, voted
to accept the bold mission challenge
and to take steps to double its 1977
Cooperative Program giving by 1982.

The church also voted to increase its
direct giving to Mt. Zion Association
and to Kentucky Baptist colleges.

Don R. Mathis is pastor.

Bethany is constituted

Bethany Baptist Church, a former mis-
sion of Columbia Baptist Church, has
been constituted. :

Jim Kinser, a senior at Campbells-
ville College, is pastor of the new
church.

One surrenders to mission service
One person surrendered-to God’s call
for mission service during the World
Missions Conference at Temple Bap-
tist Church, Central City.

A youth revival following the confer-
ence resulted in four rededications, one
addition by letter and one addition by
baptism. Ron Lentine was evangelist.

Gary Shockley is pastor.

Turkey Creek begins construction
Turkey Creek Baptist Church, Flat Lick,
which was constituted in 1977, has
begun construction on a 300-seat audi-
torium. The new building will also
include educational facilities, library,
offices and baptistry.

Ron Centers, a Clear Creek student,
is the bivocational pastor. He and his
wife, the former Susan Powers, have
two children.

Note burning held at Buffalo

Buffalo Baptist Church, Severns Valley
Association, had a note burning service
Nov. 23. The note retired the indebt-
edness on an auditorium which was
built in 1966.

Highland marks pastor’s anniversary
Highland Baptist Church, Louisville,
held a special service Dec. 7 to mark
Don Burke’s 10th anniversary as ~
pastor.

CHURCHES

designed, built, and
furnished on your lot, average
price $30/sq. ft. We design for
seating 130 to 1600.
(Not prefabricated)

Includes: Masonry and wood construction, social area,
offices, classrooms, nursery, choir, robe rooms, baptistry,
steeple, carpet, and Sanctuary with padded pews.

FAMILY ACTIVITY CENTERS
Steel or masonry from $20/sq. ft.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL DESIGNS

4 classrooms and larger

Write or call for FREE information and brochures
(803) 268-7297  (803) 268-7090

3 NORTHWAY
%7 CONTRACTORS

Over 100 buildings constructed in Southeast

Franklin Cross Roads breaks ground
Franklin Cross Roads Baptist Church,
Severns Valley Association, broke
ground Dec. 14 for an educational
addition. The new building will double
the educational space.

Hatley licensed by Dawson Springs
Ricky Hatley was licensed to the minis-
try by First Baptist Church, Dawson
Springs. Hatley is a sophomore at
Murray State University.

Lawson Williamson is the pastor.

116 present at Turkey Creek

Turkey Creek Baptist Church, Flat Lick,
had 116 present on high attendance
Sunday. The previous attendance

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS

Prices to satisfy every preference and need
AIR

PARKING

AREAS

Breckinrid e
1{ inriage

o 896-0349

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE

Louisvilte, Kentucky
Member: Ky. Funeral Directors Burial Assn.
Member: Nationat Selected Morticians
hv invitation

record was 86.
Ron Centers is pastor.

BAPTISMAL
POOLS

FIBERGLASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS
(615) 875-0679

3511 HIXSON PIKE, CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415

AUTOS FOR SALE

Jeeps, Cars,
Trucks

available through government
agencies, many sell for under
$200.00. Call 602-941-8014
Ext. #5079 for your directory
on how to purchase.

28-01

Wishing Won’'t Make It So...

How many times have you cast pennies in a wishing well,
making a wish that probably never came true? Granted,
all those “‘pennies’” don't add up to a lot, but magnify those
“‘pennies’’ and apply it to your estate.

Has your estate been well planned, or is
it like those pennies, a wish that won’t
come true by wishing?

Simply stated, estate planning is the
conservation,
distribution of your assets according
to your wishes — wishes that come
about by estate planning — not by

accumulation,

casting pennies.

This brochure answers 22 questions

and

Wishing
Won’t Make
It So...But
Estate
Planning
Will

you might have about

planningz It's yours on

estate

request.
Write for your free copy today.

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY

Please send me. without obligation, a free copy of
“Wishing Won't Make It So. . .
but Estate Planning Will,™

Dr. Jim Taylor
Cumberland College
P.O.Box 191 .
Williamsburg, Ky. 40769

Name

Address

City State Zip

It you would like this information in contemplation of a gitt to your local Boptist Church or to a sister
Baptist institution or agency, just ask for the material and we will send it without any obligation on
your part whatscever.

Forest Park Baptist Church, Bowling Green, recently held a ground breaking
ceremony for a new sanctuary. The sanctuary will cost $400,000 and will seat 525
people. Individuals taking part in the ceremony included [l to r] Jerry Allen, Norris .
Cooper, Preston Miller, pastor Paul Welch and Howard Whitson. .

Cumberland College Development Program’s Continuing Education Series.
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Everybody Reads
Newspaper Ads.
You just did.

Need an advertising medium that can deliver 57,000 Ken-
tucky Baptist households for your product or service each
week? Western Recorder delivers the goods—and the
buyers, resuiting in greater growth and sales for you! One
client recently observed the appearance of his advertising in

Western Recorder on a regular basis is “the best kind of
promotion we have ever done of any kind for our service.”
Others report similar favorable experiences.

And, Western Recorder's low, low rates and special dis-
- count programs for extenced advertising packages deliver
your goods at a cost per thousand much lower than you'd
probably expect. Get in on the know. Call or write Ray Hayes, -
Advertising Representative, for the facts you need to effec-
tively get your message to this strategic market.

WESTERN RECORDER
Box 43401 - Middletown. KY 40243 - (502) 245-4101

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

ALUMINUM SIDING, quality work. Call Colville
Aluminum Exterior Decorators (502) 425-3102. tf

FOR SALE—30 choir robes. E R Moore Interlude
style. Green with reversible white/gold stoles.
8600.00. Contact: First Baptist Church, P. O. Box
36, Charlestown, Ind. 47111. (812) 256-3421. 24-01

WATCH OUT!! Don't miss this deal - Church Bus
For Sale - 1963 Internation 66 passenger - good
rubber - new exhaust system. $1,050.00. Glasgow
Baptist Church, Glasgow, KY 42141. Phone 502-
651-2186.

3 Lines

Classified Coupon
3 Weeks

Write your own classified ad on this coupon and send it to us with
your payment. No ads taken by phone. All ads must be written in
spaces below. Each ad must be on a separate coupon.

Classification (For Sale, For Rent, etc.)
Write your ad below, including the phone number or address you want in your ad.

13 Dollars

$13.00

Mail to: Western Recorder
Box 43401
Middletown, KY 40243 -

$13.50 $14.00 $14.50

Your Name
Address

$156.00 $15.50

Ph
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Sunday School Lessons |

JANUARY 18, 1981

H. C. Chiles

LIFE AND WORK SERIES

The pleas—Luke 11:1 Christ’s example emphasized the privilege, power and
blessing of prayer, and prompted one of the disciples to make the earnest plea,
‘‘Lord, teach us to pray.”’

The pattern—Luke 11:2-4 In answer, Christ gave them the prayer which had to do
with the whole range of human need, temporal and spiritual. It was a model of
brevity, simplicity and comprehensiveness. In it three things are indicated —rela-
tionship, ‘‘Our Father’’; reverence, ‘‘Hallowed be thy name’’; and resignation,
““Thy will be done.’’

The parable—Luke 11:5-8 In these verses Christ gave his followers a specific
lesson on importunity and perseverance in praying. The embarrassed host had a
real sense of need. He also had a friend to whom he could go. He firmly believed

' this friend could and would help him. Intercession, which is born of the needs of

others, is the highest form of prayer.
The promise—Luke 11:9-13 After speaking the parable Christ gave the assurance
which has comforted the hearts of innumerable people through these intervening
centuries. Christ stressed the fact Christians should persevere in their praying.
These verses accentuate the truth God’s infinite love is exemplified in his provi-
sion for Christians. Since earthly parents can be trusted to give good gifts to their
children, how much more so will our heavenly father care for his children, whom he
loves infinitely and dearly! God wants to give his children the things which they
need, even more than do the best of earthly fathers. However God wants his
children to ask for the things they need.

INTERNATIONAL SERIES

Matthew 9:35-38 On a tour of Galilee, Christ sought to minister to the bodies,
minds and souls through teaching in the synagogues, preaching the gospel of the -
kingdom, healing all kinds of diseases, comforting the sorrowing and raising the
dead. Observing the condition of the masses Christ’s heart was moved with
compassion at their needs.

Matthew 10:1, 5-15 The 12 disciples whom Christ called and commissioned to
work for him, he empowered to heal all the maladies which afflicted the human
body. In his charge to those whom Christ called and commissioned Jesus told them
both where not to go and where to go. He forbade them to go to the Gentiles, and
commanded them to go ‘‘to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”” The message
which he charged them to proclaim as they went was ‘‘The kingdom of heaven is at
hand.”’ :

Those Christians today whom Christ has chosen, called and commissioned to
carry the gospel to those who have never heard it are certainly comforted and
challenged by the scriptural assurance they will be the recipients of the presence,
protection, power and provision of their wonderful Lord as they strive to obey him to
the very best of their abilities as he opens new doors of service to them.

Ministering to the
b chil_dren of the 80’s

Preparing for the future

by Lawrence J. Dauenhauer

PRAYING WITH CONFIDENCE

The new year promises to be an exciting time in child care. Our new cottages on
both campuses will be completed and a new executive director will be selected for
our program. It is a rewarding experience to be a part of all this. Most of you
through your prayers and gifts are a most important part also, and for this we are
grateful.

A new year brings not only anticipation of the future but reminiscences of the
past. My thoughts go back to the days of Sam Ed Bradley and C. Ford Deusner, the
first executives in the combined program of child care. What tasks they faced as
they led a new program emerging from the rich heritage of two sister programs
which had blessed many lives through the years. There was the never-ending task
of raising funds to operate, the complexity of ever-changing government regula-
tions and licensing requirements, and the challenge of training and keeping staff on
what often seemed a thankless task.

The eight years just passed found the program facing some of the greatest chal-
lenges yet to come. Under the leadership of Bill Amos we have continued to grow
into a forward looking program on the cutting edge of the child care task, building
physically for tomorrow’s young people and seeking to prepare ourselves and those
who support us for the overwhelming responsibilities of the future. One thread runs
through it all—the deep and abiding concern of Kentucky Baptists for young people
as expressed in gifts and prayers. That concern and support is acknowledged in a
committed and well-trained staff backed by an able, united board sensitive to their
responsibilities in the future.

And what are those responsibilities as we enter 1981? The same as they’ve been
for over 100 years—not just to provide food, clothing, shelter, as important as they
are; and not just to educate and provide opportunity to learn social graces and
practical, everyday tasks. What then? To humbly seek the guidance of our Lord as
we live and speak our witness to his love for the young people whose lives we
touch. The new year will be exciting, and having acknowledged anew the coming of
Christ we expect child care in 1981 to reflect his coming at every opportunity.
Happy New Year! g
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Clear Creek Comments

D.M. Aldridge, President
Clear Creek Baptist School
Pineville, Ky. 40977

- Oneida Journal

We believe

The charter of our school provides that all members of the board of trustees and the
teaching and administrative staffs shall be members of Baptist churcl_xes in good
standing. It also stipulates that the New Hampshire Confession of Faith shall be the
official doctrinal statement of the school. One condition of employment as a faculty
member is agreement with this confession.

The following is a brief summary of the school’s doctrinal position.

WE BELIEVE

1. That the Bible is truly the Word of God and that its teachings will be the
standard for our final judgment. 7

2. That God is holy, infinite, intelligent, and that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
being equal in essence, each has a distinct part in man’s salvation. ¢

3. That man was created sinless but having sinned, brought on himself the just
judgment of God and passed on a guilty nature to his descendants..

4. That God’s grace, through the sacrifice of his son, made possible man’s
salvation. s

5. That through faith, by no merit of his own, man is made righteous and comes
into a state of peace and favor with God. ‘

6. That salvation is free to all who will turn from sin and surrender to the Lord
Jesus.

7. That the new birth is essential to salvation and will show itself in a true
Christian life.

To be continued next week

KBC Adtivities

Here and now

JANUARY

11 Soul Winning Commitment Day. Evangelism Department, Kentucky Baptist
Convention, sending pastors information
12-13 Area Evangelism Fellowships. Conferences for pastors, church leadership,
and laymen. 7 p.m.
12— Louisville, Carlisle Avenue Baptist Church
13—Lexington, Central Baptist Church

Looking ahead

JANUARY

19-20 Area Evangelism Fellowships. Conferences for pastors, church leadership,
and laymen. 7 p.m.
19—Owensboro, Hall Street Baptist Church
20— Bowling Green, Eastwood Baptist Church

23-24 Deacons, Pastors and Wives State Conference. Cedarmore Baptist Assem-
bly. Evening meal 23rd through noon meal 24th. Register with Cedarmore.
Conference repeats 1/30-31

25 Baptist Men’s Day. See Baptist Program, Dec. 1980, Brotherhood Builder,

Jan.-Mar.

26-27 Area Evangelism Fellowships. Conferences for pastors, church leadership,
and laymen. 7 p.m.
26 —Mayfield, Northside Baptist Church
27— Hopkinsville, Second Baptist Church

30-31 Deacons, Pastors and Wives State Conference. Cedarmore Baptist Assem-
bly. Evening meal 30th through noon meal 31st. Register with Cedarmore

FEBRUARY

1 Baptist World Alliance Sunday. Suggestions available from BWA, 1628 16th
St., NW, Washington, DC 20009
2-3 ‘‘Growing a Loving Church’’ Seminar. Lexington, Parkway Baptist Church.
Begins Monday evening; concludes Tuesday afternoon. For registration,
contact Church Administration, KBC, or Harold Polk, Elkhorn Association
8 Race Relations Sunday. Suggestions available from Cooperative Ministries:
" Christian Life Department, KBC

Barkley Moore, President
Oneida Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

No angels here

There is nothing more gratifying than to hear from former students. Every week
long letters come from students recently here and from some gone for 50 and more
years.

Recently a letter came from an outstanding Christian girl:

‘“‘Recently I graduated from Eastern Kentucky University with a BA in broad-
casting and public relations. There I met a wonderful man whom I plan to marry
soon. The Lord has been so good to me. I received my degree in three years. There
were many nights of desperation staying up to three and four in the morning
studying. But God gave me the strength to persevere. -

‘‘Although it has been several years since I have seen my much missed Oneida I
still keep abreast of the happenings at the school. I am very excited about all the
new buildings that have been built. I know that the campus has changed but never
will my feelings for Oneida. I had so many great experiences in the year I was
there. Some day I dream to come back to Oneida to teach. Our prayers continue to
be near you.”’

Then a fine young man, with us for three years, wrote a long handwritten letter
recently. He said, in part:

“‘I'm always thinking about the good times I had at Oneida. Without Oneida’s
strong Christian atmosphere I wouldn’t be the kind of man I am now. I have grown
to love and serve God and to spread his good news.

“I am doing very well at college, but the morals taught here are not as strong as
Oneida’s. Jesus will come back one day and I thank God there is still some back-
bone in a few of our schools, and Oneida is in that group.

“‘I thought at times the rules at Oneida were dumb and old fashioned. But, as I
look back to an old fashioned, strong, loving school where I was guided for three
years, I am grateful for those standards. Mr. Moore, I pray to the Lord to keep
Oneida strong.

‘“You always said the things we would remember the most about OBI, when out
in the world, would be the chapel services. Though I was tempted to sleep through
a few, you were right. I remember the warm Christian fellowship. I remember the
loving, God-filled worship through song, prayer and meaningful messages each
morning.

“‘Oneida is special. Keep it that way. Thank you for the education I received.”’

The weeks have slipped by and half the academic year is already past. Time
seems to fly. And there is so much yet to do!

The attitude of our students is most encouraging. Not every student has done his
or her best. Neither have all of them, or any of them for that matter, acted like
angels. But, in fact, Oneida Institute was not founded, nor is it conducted today, for
the training of angels. We are here to work with normal boys and girls who, though
faced with temptations of their day, can grow up to be useful men and women.

They are not a group of misfits nor are they a group of handpicked geniuses.
They are the equals of your sons and daughters.

Help us feed, house, clothe and teach them in the love of Christ.

Frank Owen

New year—new start

Today is the first day of the rest of your life. Everyday is a new beginning. God
mercifully responds to every sinner’s confession, anytime, anywhere, every time he
confesses; and lets him start anew, so long as his heart is right and his confession
sincere, his intentions the best.

The new year, though, seems somehow the most measurable new start time we
have. This is what brought the New Year’s resolution into being. 1981! A brand new
slate, a new year. What are you going to write in 1981? How are you going to write
in 19817 Open the record book of your life, lift up the pen, what will you record in
19817 :

How many more chances will you have to write a good year? Will you have all of
this one? Pray that you will and promise God to write to His glory.

What noble resolve have you not yet fulfilled? What good intention have you con-
tinued to postpone? What worthy decisions have you held in abeyance, unmade?

Hezekiah was told to ‘‘set thy house in order for thou shalt die and not live.”’ (II
K. 20:1) It isn’t likely that you and I will be given this kind of warning. God has
given it to us through the record of Hezekiah, and He is reminding both of us of it in
this writing, as I write it and you read it. Is your house in order? Don’t go into 1981
without setting it in order.

Hail New Year! Let me be ready for you. Let my life throughout this year be
ready. Christ makes men new. He puts new life, a new nature where the old life and
the old nature was. He does this upon our surrender to Him. What a time for
Christian decision! New life for a New Year in Christ.
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Paralyzed deacon sets example

for service

When the East Cumberland Avenue
Baptist Church in Middlesboro, Ken-
tucky, asked Arvile H. Rowlett to
become a deacon, he had to consider
not only his spiritual qualifications but
his physical condition as well.

East Cumberland Avenue’s deacons
had just begun the Deacon Family
Ministry Plan and were seeking men to
become deacons to minister to more
than five hundred resident members.

The fifty-eight-year-old Rowlett had
been hit by enemy sniper fire during
World War II and is paralyzed from the
waist down. Because of his incapacity,
he had serious reservations about his
ability to be a deacon. :

‘I knew if I accepted the position, I
had a difficult job ahead of me,”’
Rowlett commented. ‘‘It takes a lot of
planning and more effort for me to
make a home visit than most men.”’

Rowlett was born in a log cabin in
Claiborne County, Tennessee. Soon
after his birth, however, Rowlett’s
parents moved to nearby Middlesboro
where the new deacon has spent his life
except for his time in the service.

In 1940, at the age of nineteen,
Rowlett volunteered for service in the
United States Army. The war was
spreading in Europe, but the United

by K. Maynard Head

States had yet to enter the growing
conflict. !

Rowlett was assigned to the Fifth
Infantry Division and completed his
basic training at Fort Custer, Michi-
gan. During 1942 and 1943, he served
in Iceland and England.

On August 10, 1944, while on duty in
Angers, France, Rowlett was wounded
by a German sniper. He sustained an
injury to his spine which totally para-

- lyzed him for more than four months.

Rowlett received treatment at the
154th Field Hospital in England but
was soon transferred to the Kennedy
General Hospital in Memphis, Tennes-
see, where he remained until 1949.

The transfer was perhaps planned by
God who knew what lay ahead for the
young soldier. It was during this time
that a young graduate nurse, Marga-
ret Franks, came to work at the hos-
pital. She was assigned to Rowlett’s
ward and became acquainted with him.
The friendship turned into love and on
March 18, 1949, she became his bride.

‘“While I was in the army,’”’ Rowlett
said, ‘‘I had little fear of being killed or
injured; I was more afraid of being cap-
tured.

‘‘After regaining the use of my arms,
I had terrific pain in them almost every
day. There was an intern who helped

me and the other patients, and I would
often plead with him to rub my arms.

“‘I have no bitterness,’’ Rowlett
commented as he reflected on those
years of agonizing uncertainty about his
condition.

Being paralyzed from the waist down
has created few problems for Rowlett,
who has driven an automobile since
1946. His vehicle is equipped with con-
trols that permit him to drive safely;
and when he and his wife travel, he
does much of the driving.

In order to allow him easy. access to
the church, Rowlett was instrumental in
getting a ramp installed in the building.
He also led the church to see the need
for an elevator so he and other handi-
capped persons can reach other floors
in the building. Today there are three
other persons in the church confined to
wheelchairs who are grateful for Rowl-
ett’s farsightedness.

‘I still remember my baptism,’’
Rowlett said, ‘‘as though it were yester-
day. I was baptized in a creek at a place
called Horseshoe Bend in Middlesboro
on February 24, 1935.

‘I was saved at age fourteen in the
old Second Baptist Church (now East
Cumberland Avenue Baptist) building
during a revival conducted by evangel-

st Wesley Epperson.”’

Rowlett admits that he was a nominal
Christian until 1968 when he rededi-

From the Deacon, Oct.-Dec. 1980.

© Copyright 1980 The Sunday School
Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention. All rights reserved. Used
by permission.

cated his life to the Lord and vowed to
serve in any capacity God wanted him.

His experience as a Sunday School
teacher and Training Union director at
East Cumberland has helped prepare
him for service as a deacon.

‘I studied a lot,’” he said, ‘‘when I
was told the congregation had nomi-
nated me to be a deacon. I wanted to
serve God faithfully, to do a good job as
deacon.”’

As a deacon at East Cumberland,
Rowlett ministers to approximately a
dozen families who have been assigned
him as part of the Deacon Family Min-
istry Plan.

‘‘Tknew it would be difficult to reach
some homes of my assigned families.
So I designed a ramp that is easily
portable. It permits me to reach the
homes when I make a visit,”” he added.

Although there are many meetings
difficult for him to attend, Rowlett
rarely misses any of them. He is faith-
ful at revival services and the many
meetings required of a deacon serving a
growing congregation. -

No doubt Rowlett’s paralyzing injury
and subsequent return to a productive
life is an inspiration to all whom he
visits.

K. Maynard Head is pastor, East
Cumberland Avenue Baptist Church,
Middlesboro. ‘

Victory Memorial, Thais minister together

by Bob Jones, minister of educaﬁon,
Victory Memorial Baptist Church

A little over a year ago Victory
Memorial Baptist Church, Louisville,
was not much different from many
churches across the Southern Baptist
Convention. Pastor W. Louis Walters
was working to lead the people of Vic-
tory Memorial in an active ministry for
all ages. Within the last year-that
hasn’t changed. But some of the people
sitting in the pews seem a little differ-
ent. Many of them don’t understand
anything which happens during the
morning worship, and yet they hear
every word. And while they do not
understand much of what is spoken
many have accepted Christ as their
personal savior and followed him in
baptism. Who are these people who
don’t understand and still respond?
They are men and women, boys and
girls from Thailand and Laos who now
call Victory Memorial their church
home.

What has grown to a major ministry
for this south Louisville congregation
began slowly and unexpectedly. It
began with what God did in the heart of
Sanongjai Wheeler, a vibrant young
woman from Thailand who lives just a -
few hundred feet from Victory Memor-
ial. Jai, as she is known by her many

friends, was attending New Salem Bap-
tist Church. Reflecting back on that
time Jai says, ‘‘For a long time I fought
God and ran away from him. I believed
in Buddha and was afraid to trust God.
I didn’t want to hear the word of God.”’
Then one day in great distress over the
illness of one of her three children Jai
prayed God would give her strength
and help her child. She had been taking
her son to the doctor every week for
many months and after her simple
prayer she reports she never had to
make the trip again.

Near this time a Thai friend invited
Jai to church to see the baptism of her
daughter. Jai says this had a special

" effect on her life. Shortly afterward she

made her own profession of faith in
Jesus Christ. She became active in In-
ternational Friendship, sponsored by
the Baptist Student Department of the
Sunday School Board. The local Friend-
ship groups meets at Walnut Street.
Baptist Church. While in attendance Jai
questioned some there about a church
closer to her South Third street resi-
dence. After being visited by pastor
Walters, Jai joined Victory Memorial
and was baptized.

Nan Smith is a long time member of
Victory Memorial who has found her-
self immersed in the church’s interna-
tional ministry. ‘‘When Jai was bap-

tized some of her friends from Friend-
ship came to the service. After her bap-
tism many of them continued to attend
morning worship,’’ Mrs. Smith says.
That small beginning has mush-
roomed into a ministry which God
seems to have no intention of putting

. on the back burner. Mrs. Smith says Jai

immediately began witnessing to her
people. Jai says of her ministry, ‘‘I
speak to many Thai and Laotians about
Jesus. It is hard for them to break from
the worship of Buddha. But I remind
them that with Buddha we have to take
care of ourselves, and no one died for
us. I tell them how Jesus takes care of
us, and how he died for us and will
change our lives. This makes sense to
many of them.”” Now Jai teaches a Sun-
day school class of her people each
week at Victory Memorial.

Two of her Thai friends, Supenny
Bryan-and Samrit Dougherty have also
been instrumental in the ministry. Not
too many weeks ago Doug Moran, a
Missions Volunteer working with Bill
Kaufman of the Long Run Baptist
Association, began attending Victory
Memorial in an effort to help with this
opportunity. Doug, also a seminary stu-
dent, is planning outings and hoping to
begin an English class later. Nan Smith
returned recently from Nashville where
she spent four days at the Sunday

School Board training to be more effec-
tive in her ministry to internationals.

According to Walters the way the
Thai and Laotian people have respond-
ed to the gospel has created a new
warmth and spirit of revival in the
church.

Nan Smith summarizes the feeling of
the Victory Memorial congregation in
saying, ‘I feel this is one of the great-
est spiritual blessings I've ever known.
Sometimes I feel I am pushed into
being more within the will of God. I
didn't seek this ministry. It was sort of
thrust upon me. I now believe God was
pushing me to do something for him he
had chosen me for.”’

Pastor Walters concludes, ‘‘This is a
ministry we have not sought but I be-
lieve with all my heart this is a minis-
try God has laid at our doorstep. I don’t
know why he has chosen us but I be-
lieve he has. We have a tremendous
opportunity to minister to these beauti-
ful, loving people. I hope and pray their
love will permeate our whole congrega-
tion.”’
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