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Annexation: still around
to haunt Baptist leaders

by James H. Cox, Associate Editor

It was Nov. 12, 1979, the first meeting of the execu-
tive board of the Kentucky Baptist Convention in the
newly remodeled offices in Middletown. :

In a session reported as one of ‘‘the most tranquil
in years,’’ reporters had a hard time finding anything
Lo report.

But one issue which surfaced in the weeks just prior
to that meeting had gained the attention of several
leaders of the board. It had to do with a proposed
annexation plan by the city of Douglass Hills. A
feurth class hamlet south of Shelbyville Road,

" Douglass Hills is situated across the street from the
Baptist Building.

Douglass Hills’ city council had been making
strange noises, the thrust of which was they wanted
the property of the Kentucky Baptist Convention and
its neighbors, the Baptist Board of Child Care and.
Spring Meadows Children’s Home, all on the north
side of the highway. ‘

The issue was presented to the KBC board which
reacted decisively. The board went on record ‘‘unan-
imously opposed to attempts by the city of Douglass
Hills in Jefferson County to annex the property on
which the Baptist Building is situated.”’

The board members saw it as an unnecessary
measure by Douglass Hills which, despite public pro-
nouncements to the contrary, might lead to additional
taxation of the Baptist properties. This could include
Baptist employes, themselves, in the form of automo-
bile parking levies, for example.

That being the case, Baptist leaders were surprised
to read in local dailiessJan. 7 and 8 that their prop-
erty was about to be annexed.

‘“Unless residents and property owners in the new
territory petition to bring the issue to a vote during
the next general election, the annexation will become
law in 60 days,’’ said the story.

Faye Turner, Douglass Hills’ city clerk, said, ‘‘No
one has spoken against the annexation.”’

But in a letter Jan. 8 to Mrs. Turner, Franklin
Owen, KBC executive secretary-treasurer, said he
was ‘‘trying to interpret’’ the statement.

““This is simply to record with your office that our
stand and protest remains the same as repeatedly
articulated when this has been discussed in the past,
and we shall continue to carry out, by whatever avail-
able, honorable means, the resistance that our
Kentucky Baptist Convention executive board in-
structed me to assert,’’ said Owen.

Fifty percent of the residents and property owners
in the new territory must sign a petition to bring the
annexation issue to a vote. The proposed tract for
annexation includes considerable land in addition to
approximately 13 acres owned by the executive board.

By anose

Politics leads Smith’s remarks:
poll of denominational editors

by Dan Martin, BP News Editor

Politics —denominational and secular—and the
prayers and noses of Jews headed the top 10 Baptist
Press news stories for 1980.

State Baptist newspaper editors and personnel of
six Baptist Press bureaus were polled on the most
significant stories of the year.

Overwhelmingly, the journalists said denomina-
tional politics was the top newsmaker.

Religious politicking, always present but seldom
mentioned, was heightened before, during and i
immediately after the 1980 meeting of the Southern
Baptist Convention in St. Louis, Mo.

Adrian Rogers declined to run for a second term as
president, opening the way for Bailey Smith to win
the presidency on the first ballot, the second such
sweeping victory by organized inerrantists.

Politicking continued ‘‘hardball’’ style with charges
Rogers ‘‘loaded’’ the committee on resolutions, com-
mittee on committees and committee on boards with
right-wing conservatives.

Also involved in the political life of the denomina-
tion is a group on record as ‘‘going for the jugular”’ to
control the denomination so it can enforce adherance
to its interpretation of biblical inerrancy. The group is
led by Paige Patterson, president, Criswell Center for
Biblical Studies, Dallas, Tex., and Paul Pressler,
Houston appeals court judge.

Smith, pastor of the 15,000 member First Southern
Baptist Church, Del City, a suburb of Oklahoma City,
figures in the second top news story of the year. The
controversy surrounded highly-publicized remarks he
made concerning Jews.

In late August Smith spoke to the National Affairs
Briefing in Dallas, a right-wing religious-political
meeting. Smith remarked ‘‘God Almighty doesn’t
hear the prayer of a Jew.”’ The remark was circulated
by the Anti Defamation League of B’nai B'’rith.

Within a few days another Smith remark—this one
made during a sermon in his church—was publicized.
In it Smith said he didn’t know why God chose the
Jews and added he thought they (Jews) ‘‘have funny-
looking noses.”’ :

The two remarks set off criticism inside and out-
side the denomination. Two institutions and two state
conventions passed resolutions disagreeing with
Smith.

The controversy led to a meeting between South-

Evangelism musicians include soloists, groups

Robin Waggoner, minister of music and youth at
Stithton Baptist Church, Radcliff, will sing at the
opening session of the state evangelism conference
Feb. 16-17 at Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louis-
ville. She is a graduate of Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity with a voice major and has traveled across the
nation for three years singing with professional music

groups.

Miss Waggoner

Brown

Jay Brown, director of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s Evangelism Department, this week an-
nounced names of musicians appearing on the annual
conference program.

In addition to Miss Waggoner, the agenda includes
John Dean, minister of music, Carlisle Avenue
Church, Louisville; Gale Heard, soloist, Gardenside
Church, Lexington; Larry Bubb, youth evangelist and
singer, Erlanger; Sandy Anders, soloist, Farmdale
Church, Louisville; and J. Philip Landgrave, profes-
sor of church music, Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary. The seminary’s vocal ensemble, under
Landgrave’s direction, will perform Monday evening.
The seminary’s brass choir, directed by G. Douglas
Smith, associate professor of church music, will pre-
sent a mini concert preceding that session.

Tuesday sessions will feature the Joy Singers, a
mixed vocal group from DeHaven Memorial Church,
LaGrange, and the Sweet Spirits, a ladies trio from
Louisville’s Hurstbourne Church.

. Congregational singing will be under the direction
of Eugene F. Quinn, Landgrave and Donald Spencer.
Mel Crosson, Glasgow, will be conference organist
and Allen Case, Elizabethtown, pianist.

ern Baptists—led by Smith—and representatives of
the Anti Defamation League in New York City.

The third top news story concerned secular politics.
The issue raged around the religious right
wing —which involved some Southern Baptists —and
their influence in the outcome of the 1980 presiden-
tial election in which a Southern Baptist President
was defeated for reelection.

Two other political stories—doctrinal strife and the
St. Louis SBC meeting—placed fourth and fifth in the
balloting. Other top 10 stories:

Six: Baptisms. Conventionwide they were up 16.5
percent over 1979, an increase of more than 60,000 for
the year.

Seven: Prayer in public schools. Controversy sur-
rounded an amendment to the U. S. Constitution
offered by U. S. Sen. Jesse Helms. After much
wrangling and misunderstanding, the measure died.

Eight: Refugees. The influx continued.

Nine: Church and state issues. Southern Baptists
became familiar with governmental initials such as
ERISA, IRS, EECC, FCC. Battles were fought over
income taxes on foreign missionaries.

Ten: Inflation. The eroding value of the dollar hurt
churches at home and abroad.

Writers, broadcasters will
have their turn—again
at state media conclave

A repeat by popular demand.

That’s what planners of a state communications
conference set for Apr. 3-4 on the campus of South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville are
calling this event.

A first such statewide meeting was held two years
ago in Elizabethtown. Response from all over the
state was so great that a repeat performance was
practically assured. The request of many becomes a
reality this spring.

The conference is a joint venture of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention, Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
Union and Southern Baptist Radio and Television
Commission.

A dozen workshops will be offered participants,
from which they may choose up to six hour-and-a-half
sessions. Workshops include:

Cable TV; communication for learning for confer-
ence leaders; conference leading techniques; creating
uniform design for printed materials; creative
displays/exhibits/interest centers; freelance writing
for the church market; how to publicize your church
effectively; photography and the church; radio; radio
and TV station relations; television; and writing and
preserving local church history.

Registration will begin at 12 noon Friday, Apr. 3,
with the first workshop at 1:30 p.m. Additional work-
shops are scheduled Friday at 3:30 and 7:15 p.m.
Saturday, Apr. 4 workshops are set for 8:30 and 10:30
a.m. and 1 p.m.

Jimmy R. Allen, president of the Radio and Tele-
vision Commission, Ft. Worth, Tex., will be featured
at a banquet at 5:30 p.m. Friday for conference
participants.

A local media tour is planned at 2:30 p.m. Satur-

_ day for those desiring it.

A registration fee of $10.00 should be sent now to
the Kentucky Baptist Convention, Stewardship-Pro-
motion Department, Box 43433, Middletown, KY
40243. The fee covers the workshop materials and
banquet.

Workshop leaders are named in this week’s
Western Recorder on page nine.
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Earnestly contend for the faith
which was once for all delivered
to the saints. —Jude 3
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DaIef Observations

A lamentable shortcoming
in ministers

Writing in the December issue of Baptist
Program, Robert Hastings, editor of Illinois
Baptist, put his finger on a serious shortcoming
of Baptist pastors, staff members and denomi-
national workers of our day. This shortcoming is
the inability to write clearly and forcefully. I
share the concern of Hastings and I join him in
calling upon our educational system including
_Baptist schools and seminaries to offer more
help to students and in urging those preparing
for the ministry to pay the price to learn how to
communicate effectively in writing.

Many may not realize it but for ministers
written communication is just as important as
oral communication. A spoken message is mostly
limited to those who are present on the particu-
lar occasion but a message in writing can bless
every generation until the end of time. Yet there
are too many preachers who can speak effec-
tively but who cannot put a meaningful sentence
together on paper.

In his research on this problem Hastings
talked to staff members of all six Southern
Baptist seminaries. He was surprised to find
unanimous opinion that today’s seminary stu-
dents are woefully lacking in verbal skills.

Ann Foster, director of admissions for Golden
Gate Seminary, said, ‘‘I feel the ability to write

- is the lowest skill our seminary students bring to
the seminary classroom.’’

John C. Howell, Midwestern Seminary dean,
reported, ‘‘In the years I’ve been at Midwest-
ern, I’ve seen a general deterioration in the
ability of students to express themselves. The
GRE (Graduate Record Examinations) show
them rating high in quantitative scores, but
lower in verbal skills. Students know more facts,
but have less ability to express themselves.’’

J. Hardee Kennedy, New Orleans Seminary
vice president, observes, ‘‘I can’t document this
on the basis of firm data, but it’s my impression
that the present student generation is not as
skillful in writing as earlier generations . . . they
are deficient in expressing themselves with the
pen and typewriter.”’

Southeastern Seminary professor of pastoral
theology Albert L. Meiburg says, ‘‘My impres-
sion is that verbal skills are decreasing in our
generation.’’

Harold S. Songer, assistant provost at South-
ern Seminary, observes, ‘‘I read certain church
bulletins to see what the pastor is saying. Others
are a ‘desert,’” which I’'m almost embarrased to
read. I hear other professors here at Southern
saying the writing skills of incoming students are
poorer than they once were.”’

Southwestern Seminary vice president John E.

Seelig answers, ‘‘I have no firm data to prove
this, but my observation is that today’s student
continues to rank lower and lower in verbal
skills.”’

Hastings found it surprising to hear almost
exactly the same thing from all six seminary
representatives. This leaves little doubt about
degenerating writing skill among today’s minis-
ters.

Who is to blame for this deficiency? One
seminary representative suggested television
may be to blame. Hastings observes that when
he was a boy most long distance communica-
tion among families and friends was by writing
letters instead of telephone. He also recalls
when people sat around and talked to one
another rather than always listening to someone
else on radio and television.

Hastings says we can’t write because we don’t
write. The only way to learn to write is to write.

Hastings is right. Some have the inherent gift
to express themselves but even these have to
cultivate and practice this gift. For most of us
the ability to write clearly and effectively comes
with much sweat and perseverance.

My own experience leads me to conclude that
the most blame for this deficiency in younger
generations belongs to modern educational
systems. We have moved away from traditional
and classical education and with this we have
abandoned training in basic communication
skills.

My early education was in a rural school but
one where I had four years of English and four
years of foreign language. I never enjoyed it but
I had to write themes beginning in elementary
grades and they were graded strictly. One of the
most feared courses in the college I attended
was freshman English and composition. In that
course you turned in acceptably written themes
or rewrote them until they were acceptable or
you didn’t receive a passing grade. My own
children missed most of this discipline.

There is no doubt about the concern of semi-
nary teachers for this problem yet only two of

the six Southern Baptist seminaries offer enough

help to speak of. Southern and Southwestern
seminaries offer a half dozen or so courses in
writing but these courses are in the Religious
Education curriculum and are mostly passed up
by students in the School of Theology. The other
seminaries offer almost no courses in writing
except limited offerings from time to time in
short terms designed mostly for continuing
education students.

The lack of provision by Baptist seminaries for
such training is understandable. These are
graduate schools and it is assumed graduate
students somewhere along the way from ele-
mentary school through college would have
learned how to write acceptably.

Is there any hope for correcting this failure?
Yes, but only with the determination of those
responding to the call to the ministry and the
cooperation of schools. As parents we can exert
pressure on public schools to put more emphasis
upon training in basic communication skill. A
Baptist college should never graduate a minis-
terial student until he or she can communicate
acceptably in writing. It’s a lot to expect but our
seminaries should provide non-credit courses in
basic communication skills for students who
need them.

The gospel is the greatest message ever

spoken, written or heard. God has ordained that
his message is to be transmitted through speech
and writing and woe unto us if the message is
missed, garbled or cheapened by the way w
communicate it. ;

A call to the gospel ministry is a call to learn
how to communicate the gospel effectively.

Disagreement with the
U. S. Supreme Court

The United States Supreme Court decision de-
claring unconstitutional a 1978 Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly law permitting the posting of the
10 commandments in Kentucky public school
classrooms has received some approval but
much more disapproval from Western Recorder
readers. Since support of the decision has been
expressed on this page, we consider it only fair
to present the other side. The following para-
graphs appeared in a letter written by Dr. Elton
Trueblood to the Louisville Courier-Journal and
are used here with the permission of Dr. True-
blood and the newspaper. Dr. Trueblood is one
of the most respected Christian scholars in
America.

The five-man majority of the United States Supreme
Court, in reference to the public exhibition of the Ten
Commandments on the school-room walls of
Kentucky, is almost too absurd to be believed. The
justices argued that the exhibition of the Decalogue is
prohibited by the establishment clause of the First
Amendment, but their logic is invalid. The conclusion
is rendered invalid by an understanding of what
‘‘establishment’’ meant when our Constitution was

* written. It meant the granting to one denomination

power, prestige and financial support not provided to
others. The best known models were the established
churches of Scotland and England which, since they
survive to this day, are familiar to us. Because there
is no identity between the school situation in
Kentucky and the danger originally addressed, it is
hard to see how any thoughtful person can stretch the
meaning of a term as the five justices have done.

The public exhibition of the Biblical commandments
is rejected by the court specifically because some of
them are ‘‘religious.’’ Of course they are! But what is
wrong with that? If the argument of the court is to be
taken seriously, how is the celebration of a national
day of Thanksgiving constitutionally possible?
Nothing is more ‘‘religious’’ than Thanksgiving, but a
day devoted to it has been provided federal status by
the proclamations of President Abraham Lincoln and
all of his successors in the highest elective office of
our nation. The same people who oppose the public
exhibition of the Ten Commandments will be forced,
by logical consistency, to oppose our only govern-
mentally sponsored religious observance.

The most ironic feature of the school decision, as all
who are familiar with the Washington scene are
aware, is that the Ten Commandments are actually
exhibited on the wall of the very building where the
Supreme Court convenes and where the novel prohi-
bition was announced. :

This important decision is the opposite of separa-
tion between church and state. The justices must have
noticed that the much quoted First Amendment not
only prohibits an “‘establishment’’ of religion, but
also guarantees the ‘‘free exercise thereof.”’ Are the
people of Kentucky being denied ‘‘free exercise’’?
Because the new judicial prohibition is totally at
variance with our major national heritage, far from
freedom being preserved, it is denied.

D. Elton Trueblood, Professor
Earlham College, Richmond, Ind.
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Viewpoint

The positions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the editor.

Responses are invited.

by Mark S. Caldwell

I have a growing concern that more
and more capable, dedicated and sen-
sitive ministers, men and women, are
being lost to Christian ministry solely
because they have been divorced.
While there are admittedly some
scriptural ambiguities surrounding
certain texts relating to divorce,
adultery and remarriage, the New
Testament ideal for marriage is a life-
long union of one man and one
woman. Each of us falls far short of
one ideal or the other. If absolute per-
fection were demanded of us no one
would remain in the ministry.

Certainly there are some cases in
which divorce indicates a pathology
which would render a person unsuit-
able for Christian ministry. There are
other times when divorce discloses a
rather casual disregard for the New
Testament ideal. Neither of these situ-
ations, however, always applies.
Divorces occur in our day for many
reasons—not all of which imply the
guilt or innocence of a particular
marriage partner and not all of which
indicate either a pathology or a dis-
regard of scripture.

Furthermore, not all divorced min-
isters ‘‘divorce’’ their wives. Not all
‘divorced ministers ‘‘forsake their
families”’ or ‘‘break up. their homes.”’
Some divorced ministers are
themselves broken and forsaken by
wives or husbands who break the
marriage covenant. Rarely do churches
or denominational agencies have
appropriate information or insight
which allow them to make judgments
about who is the villain and who is the
victim in a divorce.

There are even some occasions when
divorce leads to spiritual and emotional
growth. Such cases may not be in a
majority but they do occur. Few
pastors are unaware of at least one
such case in the congregation. Should
men or women who experience a new
spiritual awakening after divorce, for
whatever reason, be forever barred
from the vocation of Christian
ministry?

Of course, divorces, like marriages,
may be obtained too casually. Yet,
divorce, in and of itself, is not always a
tragedy. It is not always regrettable.
Some marriages are tragic. Some
marriages are imminently regrettable.
Divorce is not to be taken lightly, but
then neither is marriage itself.

Today there are men and women
ministers who genuinely attempt to
maintain a viable Christian witness and
ministry in spite of divorce. Divorce
should not itself deny a man or a -
woman the opportunity to pursue the
vocation of Christian minister, whether
in the various denominational avenues
of service or in the local church. Nor
should divorce remove anyone from the
active concern and support of his or
her colleagues in the ministry.

Local churches and denominational
agencies should demonstrate more
understanding of the complexities of
modern divorce without minimizing the
importance of the New Testament
ideal.

Certainly the divorce of a minister
should cause concern on the part of the

church the minister serves or on the
part of the agency where the minister
works. This concern, however, should
not cause any church or other denomi-
national body to remove the person
from his or her place of service or
employment without other factors,
such as past ministry, present effec-
tiveness and future potential being
given careful and prayerful consider-
ation.

Unfortunately what has happened far
too often is some church members and
denominational leaders determine the
divorced person must leave for the
sake of the image of the institution
itself. More than one divorced minis-
ter has been told, ‘“‘Your dismissal
from your position has nothing to do
with how we feel about you; it’s simply
a matter of how others might perceive
us if you remain.’”’ Such an attitude
tends to place the survival of the insti-
tution, board, agency or local church
above a genuine concern for persons—
a concern which is willing to run the
risk of putting people before public
image. Denominational agencies and
local churches which take this
‘‘survival mentality’’ may have already
become bureaucratized to the point

that little actual gospel mmlstry takes i
_ place there any longer. + ~ v = D78

. The gospel implies we are calied
forth by the mystery of what-could-yet-
be. God, in a sense, tells us who we
are by telling us who we may yet
become when his power is unleashed
in our individual and corporate lives.
When this redemptive and rehabilita-
tive element in the gospel is minimized
by churches and denominational
agencies more prone toward survival
than salvation, persons and the church
suffer.

To censure or to remove anyone
from the Christian ministry solely on
the grounds of divorce, without other
factors being given consideration, is to
do serious and, at times, irreparable
damage to persons who may still be
agents of reconciliation, hope and
wholeness in a world of separation,
uncertainty and fragmentation.

Mark S. Caldwell is pastor of
University Baptzst Church, College
Park, Md.

_

AUTOS FOR SALE
Jeeps, Cars,

Trucks

available through government
agencies, many sell for under
$200.00. Call 602-941-8014
Ext. #5079 for your directory
on how to purchase.

28-01

Baptist Forum

John Lennon is no more

An assassin’s gun brought a sudden
end to the life of the one time leader of
the singing group known as the
‘‘Beatles.”’

In the middle 60s, when the popu-
larity of the group had soared to tre-
mendous heights, John Lennon, the
Beatles’ leader, was reported to have
said, ‘‘Christianity will go. It will
vanish and shrink. We’re more popular
than Jesus right now. Jesus was all
right but his disciples were thick and
ordinary. It’s them twisting it that
ruins it for me.”’

The Beatles’ manager quickly ex-
plained Lennon was simply comment-
ing on the decline of interest in
Christianity in Britain. Some radio
stations began to take the Beatles off
their lists. As a result Lennon apolo-
gized for his remark.

Many experts considered the Beatles
a passing fad. While others saw some-
thing deeper and even frightening. Dr.
Bernard Saibel, child guidance expert
for the Washington State division of
community services, attended a Beatle
concert and expressed some interesting
things.

Said Dr. Saibel, ‘‘The experience of :

being with over 14,000 teenagers to
see the Beatles is unbelievable and
frightening. The hysteria and loss of
control go far beyond the impact of the
musie. This is not simply a release, as
I first thought it would be, but a very
destructive process in which adults
allow the children to be involved in a

mad, erotic world of their own without
the reassuring safeguards of protec-
tion from themselves. Average normal
girls behaved as if possessed by some
demonic urge, defying in emotional
ecstacy the restraints which authori-
ties try to place on them. The music is
loud, primitive, insistent, strongly
rhythmic and releases in a disguised
way the all too tenuously controlled,
newly acquired physical impulses of
the teenager It was truly an orgy for
teenagers.”’

As the post-mortem activities begins
and the dormant subculture becomes
active again with their long lines of
vigil to pay homage to their fallen idol,
I keep coming back to the statement
attributed to Lennon, ‘“We’re more
popular than Jesus right now.”’

In another day and time a man by
the name of Herod, arrayed in royal
robes, took his seat upon his throne
and addressed the people. The assem-
bled people shouted, ‘‘It is the voice of
a god, and not of a man!’’ At once an
angel of the Lord smote him and cut
him down because he did not give God
the glory—that is, the pre-eminence
and kingly majesty which belongs to
him as the supreme ruler; and he
(Herod) was eaten by worms and died.

I would not dare suggest the young
man who pulled the trigger on the
death dealing firearm was an angel of
the Lord sent to extinguish the earthly
life of John Lennon, but I would coun-

- sel all who are captivated by an exag-

gerated sense of importance to keep in

mind the worms still banquet upon the

Herods and Lennons while Jesus is

alive for evermore and is known,

loved, served and worshiped by more

sincere people today than ever before.
Robert Bozarth, East Shelbiana

NEED A HEDGE AGAINST
INFLATION?

'WHO DOESN'T.

With a charitable remainder unitrust, you can make an important
contribution to Cumberland College and receive a fixed annual
income for life. In addition, you get an immediate income tax
charitable deduction and it is often possible for part of the income
you receive to be taxed at favorable capital gains rates (instead of
ordinary income rates) and for part to be tax-free altogether.

THE
CHARITABLE
REMAINDER

UNITRUST

Why not let us tell you more about the
charitable remainder unitrust. Just
use the coupon below to request the
booklet offered here. Write for your
free copy today.

CLIP. AND MAIL TODAY

Dr. Jim Taylor
Cumberland College
P.O. Box 191
Williamsburg, Ky. 40769

Name

Please send me a free copy of
“'The Charitable Remainder Unitrust".
| understand there is no obligation.

Address _

Cify

State Zip

If you would like this information in contemplation of a gift to your local Baptist Church or to a sister
Baptist institution or agency, just ask for the material and we will send it without any obligation on

your part:whatsoever.

Cumberland College Development Program's Continuing Education Series.
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9 Kentuckians graduate

EA ITTIONN

rom Southern Seminary

Larry Bubb, MDiv Bill Class, MDiv G. D. Cook, MDiv Derris Crowder, Dipl Mike Dixon, MDiv/SW Larry Doyle, DMin

Twenty-nine Kentuckians were among the 225 stu-
dents who received degrees from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville, at commencement
exercises Dec. 19. :

Bruce Lynn Beck and Robert William Langdon re-
ceived the doctor of philosophy degree. Four stu-
dents, Larry Doyle, Larry T. Gilmore, T. A. Prickett
and Harvey L. Richardson, were doctor of ministry
degree recipients.

Receiving the master of divinity degree were R. W. | — -
Bridges, Lawrence Ray Bubb, William Charles Class,
Garry David Cook, Danny Gail Lane, Jeffrey Lynn
Naylor, Bobby Lynn Phillips, Byron J. Simmons, Van
Douglas Thompson and David Marcus Wallace.
Diploma in theology recipients were Dorris Gene
Crowder, Nancy Price and Colin Thomas Rae. The
master of divinity in social work degree was awarded
to Michael Carey Dixon. -

The School of Religious Education awarded the
master of religious education degree to Marsha Ellen
McNeely, the master of religious education in
missions degree to Teresa Sue West and the master
of religious education in social work degree to Roxann
Correll and Mary Eleanor Elliott.

The master of church music degree was conferred
upon Carolyn Marie Estes, Dave Edward Garr, Eliza-
beth K. Reese and Edwin Eugene Russell.

William G. Tanner, president of the Home Mission
Board, delivered the commencement address. ;

- Duke K. McCall has been president of Southern
Seminary since 1951.

Photos furnished by Southern Seminary

Marcia McNeely, MRE 7 Bob Phillips, MDiv

s

‘Nancy Price, Dipl : Colin Rae, Dipl Eddie Russell, MCM Byron Simmons, MDiv Van Thompson, MDiv Teresa Sue .West, MRE
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Valley View meets, defeats inflation’s snare

by Kathy Berry, Staff Writer

A Dec. 14 Louisville Courier-Journal
story by John Long titled ‘‘Churches
feeling pinch of inflation, too’’ cited
Valley View Baptist Church, Louisville,
and other area churches as struggling
under the burder of rising costs.

Amid these rising costs Valley View
decided to build a family life center
three years ago. At that time the church

_was close to $100,000 in debt for its
sanctuary and a house the church had
purchased. The center cost approxi-
mately $750,000 to build.

Under the leadership of pastor T.
Howell Upchurch Valley View’s 2000
members rallied in May 1980 to pay off
the church’s indebtedness. Jack Taylor
led a revival in May during which ‘‘the
vision was caught,’”” Upchurch claimed.
This revival, which lasted six weeks,

“‘caused people to get free i n thelr
giving, under no pressure.’

The free giving Valley View has ex-
perienced is unique. Church members
have responded to the need by donat-
ing such things as diamond rings, furs,
watches, valuable stamp collections,
cars, land and an assortment of other
things along with money. Small items
have been dispensed of in flea market
style, while Upchurch said ‘‘a church
committee was formed to deal with
appraisals and disbursement of larger
items.”’

Target date for raising the $750,000
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plus needed to completely pay off the
family life center and other outstand-
ing debts was new year’s eve 1980. A
‘‘Miracle Praise Service’’ was sched-
uled for that night.

In December alone $120,000 was
given above budget requirements. Over
the last three years, since family life
center construction was begun, approxi-
mately $700,000 has been raised. As of
Sunday, Jan. 4 Valley View owes the
bank $296,000 of its total debt. ‘“This
amount does not include items still to
be sold including four pieces of prop-
erty, one of which is 144 acres,”’
Upchurch added.

‘‘I feel safe in saying,’”’ he declared,
‘‘by the time we sell these items, that
amount and what else will come in will
pay the debt.”” Therefore, Upchurch
projected the church’s expiring three-
year bank loan would not need to be
renegotiated in May 1981.

The ‘‘debt has been a blessing in
many ways,”’ Upchurch claimed. The

family life center, housing a gymna-
sium, track, game area, lounge, craft
room, educational facilities, and more,
has been instrumental in saving many
people for Christ. And, he added,
‘‘Singles and young couples especially

TEACHING POSITIONS

Several Southern Baptist-related schools
have faculty openings for the fall, ‘81
semester. Disciplines include: all business-
related fields, biology, chemistry, home
economics, library science, math and com-
puter sciences, nursing, physics, special
education and elementary education. Indivi-
duals with terminal degrees (Ph.D., Th.D.,
Ed.D., D.B.A., D.A.) are invited to send for
a placement form from: The Placement
Registry, Education Commission of the SBC,
460 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville,
TN 37219.

have really caught the spirit and are
giving 20 to 30 percent of their income
now for the Lord’s ministry.”’

Over 500 people attended the new
year’s eve praise service at Valley
View. The four-hour service included
congregational singing, special music,
open testimonies, a meal and con-
cluded with the Lord’s supper. A

$50,000 offering was collected that
night.

Through sacrificial giving Valley
View is defeating inflation’s grip. ‘“We
feel like our debt is as good as paid
off,”” Upchurch said. He added that by
May 1981 the church should be entire-
ly debt free and able to use its money to
help others in need.

sponsors in 1979 and 1980.

For information write to
CENTRIFUGE
Church Recreation Dept.

P.O. Box 24001
Nashville, TN 37202
or call (615) 251-2713

IS YOUR SUMMER
YOUTH PROGRAM
GOING DOWN-HILL?

Centrifuge camps for youth who have completed grades 7-12
include family group Bible study, a variety of special interest
activities, recreation, evening worship, fellowships, and
devotions, each in a beautiful setting like Ridgecrest Baptist
Conference Center in the mountains of Ridgecrest, NC. Week-long
camps run all summer, and have been a packed-out mountaintop
experience for more than 8,000 youth and

Baptist Sunday School Board

~> " YOUR
TO THE MOUNTAINS!

Ridgcrest Baptist Conference Center,
Ridgecrest, NC

From the same team that brought you the
bestselling musical, King of Love, comes

orchestra. And it’s easily pr ‘ev

choir groups of all sizes.

Look for. .- listen 155
BAPTIST BOOK STORES.

then came Sunday at your

It’s going to be a beautiful Easter!
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Congregations

Emmanual Baptist has ‘Founders Day’
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Ohio River
Association, observed its 15th anniver-
sary Dec. 7 with a Founder’s Day cele-
bration. A record breaking 260 people
attended the morning service.

The service resulted in 12 professions
of faith, several rededications and six
additions by letter. :

Don Short is pastor.

Evarts Baptist burns note

Evarts Baptist Church, Upper Cumber-
land Association, had a note-burning
ceremony Dec. 14. The final payment
on the note retired the indebtedness on
its educational building.

Ordinations

East Bernstadt ordains four deacons
Four deacons were ordained by East
Bernstadt Baptist Church, Laurel River
Association, Dec. 14. The four new
deacons are Bob Stokes, Chesti Wicker,
Bo Ryser and Ernie Wiggins.

West Fork ordains Rod Stallons
Rodney Stallons was ordained to the
gospel ministry Nov. 30 by West Fork
Baptist Church, Blood River Associa-
tion. R. J. Burpoe was moderator and

A Study of Twenty-Seven Psalms

from the

PSALY

Mary Frances Owens _

A search for how the psalmist was
“salt” in his own day; a worthy
model of devotion for own times.

Based on careful research, Mary
Frances Owens writes a fresh ap-
proach to the study of twenty-seven
Psalms. She interprets the life exper-
iences of the psalmist and his nation.
The righteous man of the Psalms be-
comes the conscience for assessing
happiness, facing affliction, exulting
in faith, coping with doubt and failure,
participating ingovernment, and more.

Mary Frances Owens is a home-
maker from Louisville and writer of
Bible study materials.

paper, $4.50°

At your Baptist Book Store

EBROADMAN

Charles Blair was clerk of the examin-
ing council. The questioning of the can-
didate was led by Wayne Carter. Terry
Sills delivered the ordination message
and Randy Shelton led the ordination
prayer. Billy Buchanan presented a
Bible and Shirley Nance a certification

- of ordination on behalf of the West Fork

congregation.

Stallons is a student at Mid-Conti-
nent Baptist Bible College and the ordi-
mnation was requested by Locust Grove
Baptist Church, Christian County.

Calvary Baptist ordains Souleyrette
Don E. Souleyrette Sr. was ordained a
deacon Dec. 28. He was ordained
during the evening service at Calvary
Baptist Church, Danville.

Five are ordained at Horse Creek
Horse Creek Baptist Church, Boone-
ville Association, ordained five new
deacons Dec. 7. The group includes
Carl Hibbard, Carl Ray Rice, Wayne
Roberts, Arnold Hyde and Curtis
Hacker.

Personnel

Dupay extends call to Wilkerson
Kenneth Wilkerson has accepted the
call to pastor Dupay Baptist Church,
Green Valley Association.

Robert Elliott resigns Flatwoods

Robert Elliott, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Flatwoods, for eight years, has
resigned to become pastor of Roberts-
ville Baptist Church, Oak Ridge, Tenn.

=

National Church Furnishings, Inc.
1123 Church Street, Suite 408
Nashville, Tennessee 37203
[
Pl

Phone (615) 254-0836
calltoll free— 1-800-327-9009 Ext.922

STEEPLES BAPTISTRIES

STATE
EVANGELISM
CONFERENCE
February 16-17, 1981
Walnut Street Baptist

Church, Louisville
+ + +
SPEAKERS
DR. JESS MOODY
Los Angeles, California

DR. TAL BONHAM
Columbus, Ohio

DR. JOHN HAVLIK

Atlanta, Georgia

DR. FINDLEY EDGE
Louisville, Kentucky
DR. LEWIS DRUMMOND
Louisville, Kentucky

DR. OTIS WILLIAMS

Birmingham, Alabama

DR. MACK CARTER
Prospect, Kentucky
and Jay Brown, Director,
Department of Evangelism, KBC

SESSIONS
Monday 1:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
Joint Rally Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Commonwealth Convention Center

4

Franklin Crossroads Baptist Church, Cecilia, held groundbreaking services for a

$75,000 two-story wing. Participating in the service were [l to r] James Hilton, Pat
Roberts, Danny Bewley, Clarence Cecil, pastor Lawrence H. Phipps, Cordell Tabb

and Mike Thomas.

His last Sunday with the Flatwoods
congregation was Dec. 21.

Elliott is a native of Hodgenville, a
graduate of Campbellsville College and
Southern Seminary. He is married to
the former Uraina Followell and the
couple has one daughter.

Wheeler goes to Advance

Jim Wheeler has accepted the call as
pastor of Advance Baptist Church,
Green Valley Association.

Bruce begins service at Swiss Colony
Jack Bruce, new pastor of Swiss Col-
ony Baptist Church, Laurel River Asso-

ciation, has moved on the field. He is
the former pastor of Russell Park Bap-
tist Church, Ft. Myers, Fla.

Nunnley to move to Virginia

John Nunnley has resigned as pastor of
Totz Baptist Church, Upper Cumber-
land Association. He will be director of
missions in Powell River Association,
Lee County, Va.

Lewis Searcy accepts new position
Lewis E. Searcy has resigned the pas-

- torate of Northside Baptist Church,

Winchester, after five years. Searcy is
retiring from the active pastorate,

TO YOU! .

or call (615) 251-27153.

Church Recreation Department
Sunday School Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention

OR BRING THE
MOUNTAINTOP

To meet the challenge of a growing need and demand for this
exciting mountaintop experience, Centrifuge is expanding
from two locations in 1980 to four locations in 1981,

including CENTRIFUGE EAST (Ridgecrest Baptist Conference
Center, Ridgecrest, NC), CENTRIFUGE WEST (Glorieta

Baptist Conference Center, Glorieta, NM), CENTRIFUGE

SOUTH (Mobile College, Mobile, AL), and CENTRIFUGE NORTH
(Hannibal-LaGrange College, Hannibal, MO).

‘Similar programs are planned for each location, with activities
including crafts, puppetry, drama, first aid, sign language,
music and recreation. Registration begins February 1, 1981.

For more information write to CENTRIFUGE,
Church Recreation Dept., Baptist Sunday School
Board, P.O. Box 24001, Nashville TN 37202,

Hannibal-LaGrange College,
Hannibal, MO

Western Recorder ® January 14, 1981 ¢ 6



having been in the ministry 40 years.

He has accepted a position with
Campbellsville College and began his.
duties Jan. 5.

Kirby ordained, accepts pastorate

Huff Settlement Baptist Church, Upper
Cumberland Association, has called
Jerry Kirby as pastor. He was ordained
to the gospel ministry by Turner Baptist
Church Dec. 21.

Macedonia extends call to Hedrick
Harold Hedrick has accepted the call as
pastor of Macedonia Baptist Church,
Laurel River Association.

Haynes called to Elkhorn City

Elkhorn City Baptist Church, Pike
Association, has called John L. Haynes
as pastor. Haynes assumed his new
pastorate Jan. 11.

Collas Davis new at Oak Grove

Oak Grove Baptist Church, Logan
Association, has called Collas Davis Jr.
as its new pastor. He came to the field
Dec. 14.

Harmony Baptist calls Jimmy Hogue
Jimmy Hogue has begun his new duties
as pastor of Harmony Baptist Church,
Allen Association.

He and his wife Betty and their two
daughters live in Alvaton.

(6
%25) 251855
Your number

to call

when you need information
about your Sunday School
Board’s materials and

services.

Other Sunday School Board
Service Numbers

® BSSB personnel and office
numbers
(615) 251-2000

® Literature orders
(615) 251-2633

® Book store orders — call
your nearest Baptist Book
Store or Mail Order Center.

GRADY CCOTHEN PRESIDENT

Bowers to pastor Gupton’s Grove
Gupton’s Grove Baptist Church, Logan
Association, has extended a call to
James Bowers. He will assume the pas-
torate this month.

Walnut Street calls Sonny Smith
Sonny Smith, a graduate of Southwest-
ern Seminary, has accepted the posi-
tion of director of youth ministries at
‘Walnut Street Baptlst Church, Louis-
ville.

He and his wife Linda, both natives

of South Carolina, will be living in
Jeffersontown.
Wayne Dehoney is pastor.

McConnaughhay accepts new pastorate
Donald McConnaughhay is the new
pastor of Russellville Second Baptist

" Church, Bethel Association. |

Revivals

Three saved in Sinking Creek revival
Sinking Creek Baptist Church, Laurel
River Association, reported three pro-

- fessions of faith and two rededications
in a weekend revival. Bob Stedman was
the evangelist.

Deaths

Naylor, former Kentucky pastor, dies
Shelby Naylor, 42, of Brooksville, Fla.,
died Dec. 22. A native of Lincoln Coun-
ty, Ky., he was the former pastor of
several churches in central Kentucky.

He is survived by his wife Pat, a son,
a daughter and three brothers.

OurLoaves and Fishe
ArePaperand Ink

Jesus didn’t have much to
work with—just five loaves and
two fishes. But he fed the hun-
gry multitude.

And at World Literature Cru-
sade we are feeding hungry souls
with the Good News of the
Gospel.

That’s why we say that our
loaves and fishes are paper and
ink!

For 34 years we have been
missionary pioneers, carrying
the Word where the Gospel has
never yet been heard.

And today, that
pioneer spirit is still
alive, as our cru-
saders work
with pas- &
tors and

WORLD LITERATURE CRUSADE —USA, Box 1313, Studio City, CA 91604

missionaries from over 400 dif-
ferent denominations toward a
single goal — World Evangelism.

Has the Great Commission
been completed? Certainly not!

Right now, millions of people
around the world are starving
for the Word of Christ.

Who will feed these unreached
people with spiritual food? -

We are trying to do our share
through printed messages intro-
ducing Jesus Christ.

And God is multiplying- our
“loaves and fishes’’ because
p, cach day we receive com-
mitments for Christ
from new converts,
often as many as
3,000. It all starts
in our own

paper mill and printing center in
Korea where booklets, Bible les-
sons, and brochures are prepared
and printed for door to door dis-
tribution by WLC Every Home
Crusade volunteers.

And then, just like a loaf of
bread, a Gospel brochure that

costs only pennies can be shared

with an entire family.

We’ve accepted the Great
Commission. It’s a big job, and
it must be done! But we can’t do
it alone. If WLCis going to reach
every home and every heart with
the message of the Gospel, we
need the support of other con-
cerned Christians.

If you would like to know more
about the work of WLLC and how
you or your church can help,
wrlte World Literature Crusade,
S Box 1313, Studio
p, City, CA 91604.
We’ll be glad
to share our
loaves and
_ fishes with
you.

GLICAL cnunc,

>
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Canada, Box 125 Prince Albert, Sask. S6V 5R4 Austraha, PO. Box Q177, Sydney, NSW 2000
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Baptist News in Brief

Warner

Francisco Drummond

Urban church center open

Larry L. Rose, executive director of
Waco (Tex.) Baptist Association, has
been named to direct the new Center
for Urban Church Studies, to be located
in Nashville.

Rose’s appointment, effective Jan. 1,
1981, was announced by G. Willis Ben-
nett, chairman of the board of directors
of the new center and professor of
church and community at Southern
Seminary.

The center, created through coopera-
tive efforts of five Southern Baptist
Convention agencies and six seminar-
ies, will assist denominational agencies
in their efforts to reach people for
Christ and congregationalize believers
in urban areas of the world.

Participating are the Baptist Sunday
School Board, Home Mission Board,
Foreign Mission Board, Woman's Mis-
sionary Union, Brotherhood Commis-
sion, and Southern, Southwestern,
Southeastern, Midwestern, New Or-
leans and Golden Gate seminaries.

Warner joins Radio-TV

Greg Warner recently joined the pro-
motion staff of the Radio and Television
Commission as news coordinator.

Warner’s duties will include press
relations for the commission and editor-
ship of several of its publications. He is

;a 1980 MDiv graduate of Southwestern
Seminary, where he also worked in the
public relations office.

Before coming to Texas in 1977
Warner lived in Lakeland, Fla. He
graduated from Florida Southern Col-
lege in 1976 with a bachelor’s degree in
communications.

Southern to send two

Two Southern Seminary professors will
be Bible hour leaders during Sunday

.

s
7

5%k

Doris Diaz [1], director of WMU’s Language Department, discusses the trans-

school leadership conferences next
summer at Glorieta and Ridgecrest, ac-
cording to Harry Piland, director of the
Sunday School Board’s Sunday School
Department.

Clyde Francisco, professor of Old
Testament interpretation, will lead
Bible study sessions at Glorieta June
13-19.

At Ridgecrest Lewis Drummond, pro-
fessor of evangelism, will speak July
18-24.

Tax exclusion approved

President Carter signed into law Dec.
24 a bill restoring an income tax exclu-
sion for missionaries and other chari-
table workers.

The signing followed efforts by the
Foreign Mission Board and other or-
ganizations with charitable workers
overseas to convince Congress to
restore the $20,000 tax exclusion which
had been in effect prior to passage of
the Foreign Earned Income Act of 1978.

Congress completed action on the
measure just two days before a twice
extended deadline granted by the In-
ternal Revenue Service for payment of
1979 taxes. The tax exclusion cleared
Congress as an amendment to H.R.
4968, a bill dealing with real estate
investment trusts.

The new law will save the Foreign
Mission Board about $1 million
annually.

Listeners asked to pra

Thousands of ‘‘Baptist Hour’’ listeners
are being asked to join in a national
prayer effort on Inauguration Day.
Jimmy R. Allen, president of the
Radio and Television Commission
which produces and distributes the
radio program to nearly 500 stations,
said leaders of the nationwide effort
hope to have one million prayer groups

lation of a WMU product into Chinese with Mrs. Cherry Chang, a home missionary
in Los Angeles and member of the Foreign Mission Board. While the bulk of
Language WMU materials is in Spanish other language groups in home missions
work are in need of translated WMU materials.

across the country on Jan. 20.

““It is my hope that the thousands of
people who listen to the ‘Baptist Hour’
will join millions of others all over the
nation in intercession this Inauguration
Day.”’

Ghana missionary injured

Walter Moore, Southern Baptist medi-
cal missionary seriously injured in a
traffic accident near Tamale, Ghana,
has been transferred to Baptist Medical
Centre, Nalerigu, Ghana, where he is
improving.

Moore’s head and chest injuries have
improved but he will be in a cast for
some time because of a broken knee-
cap.

Moore, an Oklahoma native, was
taken to the government hospital in
Tamale, Ghana, after the truck in which
he was riding hit the rear of a dump
truck 20 miles south of Tamale Dec. 18.

Food not viable weapon

W. David Sapp, Southern Baptist
hunger specialist, wrote an open letter
to Secretary of Agriculture-designate
John R. Block challenging his state-
ment that ‘‘food is a weapon to tie
countries to us.”’

Sapp, director of organization for the
Christian Life Commission, wrote: ‘‘Al-
though you later softened this state-

- ment, you went on to explain your

belief we should lure other nations into
depending on us for food so we can
exercise some degree of control over
them by threatening to cut off their
food supply.

‘At first glance this strategy seems
to be an attractive way to restore
American leadership in the world. But
in reality it is both impractical and
morally abhorrent.”’

Sapp told Block, director of the Illi-
nois Department of Agriculture for the

" past three years, ‘‘No peace could be

secure in a world where millions lived
in fear we would starve them if their
leaders offend us.”’

“‘Food is a gift of God to be shared
with the hungry,”’ Sapp wrote.

Dec. giving over $6 million

December giving through the Coopera-
tive Program increased $841,181 over
December 1979 and pushed a single
month’s gifts over $6 million for the
sixth time ever.

Designated and undesignated contri-
butions for the first quarter total
$21,746,456, a 15.85 percent increase
over the same period last year.

Turner found dead in home

Paul Winston Turner, 57, former Ten-
nessee pastor and professor at Golden
Gate Seminary, was found dead in his
home Dec. 18 of an apparent self-in-
flicted gunshot wound.

Turner, whose body was discovered
by his wife Jane, had been a professor
of ministry and director of professional
training at Golden Gate Seminary for
seven years until he resigned Feb. 8,
1980, reportedly to concentrate on other
areas of ministry.

Prior to moving to California, Turner

had earned his doctorate at Southern
Seminary. Previously, he was pastor of
Brook Hollow Baptist Church in Nash-
ville nine years and pastor at First
Baptist Church, Clinton, Tenn., 10
years.

. Survivors include his wife, Jan, and
three children, Charles, Carol and
Margaret.

Tragedy to missionaries

Danna Ruth Mines, daughter of South-
ern Baptist missionaries Donald E. and
Margie Deloach Mines, Argentina, was
one of two persons killed in a head-on
collission Jan. 3 near Warren, Tex.

Miss Mines, 19, was a freshman at
Lamar University, Beaumont, Tex. She
and Dennis Warren, student and part-
time instructor at Lamar, were return-
ing to Woodville from Beaumont in
dense fog when their pickup truck
collided head-on with a tractor trailer,
driven by William Argabright of Fred,
Tex. Argabright also died in the acci-
dent and Warren is in fair condition at
St. Elizabeth Hospital, Beaumont.

Besides her parents and her grand-
mother, Miss Mines is survived by two
brothers, Steve and David, still living at
home; and her paternal grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall G. Mines,
Lakeland, Fla.

Buchanan joins CLC

John H. Buchanan, Alabama’s Sixth
District Republican representative to
Congress for the past 16 years, has
become a consultant for the Christian
Life Commission effective Jan. 1.
Buchanan, the only Southern Baptist
minister in Congress, lost reelection
when he was defeated in the Republi-
can primary last September by a Moral
Majority-supported candidate.
According to Foy Valentine, execu-
tive director of the commission,
Buchanan will represent Southern Bap-
tists in Washington in areas of Chris-
tian social concern and Christian social

- action.

Buchanan, formerly pastor of
churches in Tennessee, Virginia and
Alabama, is an active member and
deacon of Riverside Baptist Church in
Washington where his wife has served
for 10 years as music director.

Thompson dies of cancer

William Oscar Thompson, 45, assistant

professor of evangelism at Southwest-
ern Seminary, died Dec. 28 in a Ft.
Worth hospital after a four-year battle
with cancer.

Thompson, on the seminary faculty
since 1974, had multiple myeloma. He
had worked as a pastoral consultant for
both the Cancer Counseling and Re-
search Foundation and the Trinity
Valley Hospice Association, Ft. Worth.

He spoke regularly to cancer soci-
eties, medical schools and religious
groups about his own experiences.

The family has requested that
memorial gifts be sent to the W. Oscar
Thompson Scholarship Fund at South-
western Seminary.
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STATE
COMMUNICATIONS
CONFERENCE

APRIL 3-4, 1981

Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
Louisville, Kentucky

- ESPECIALLY FOR

Pastors

Ministers of Education

Church Secretaries

Sunday School Teachers & Officers
Church Training Leaders

WMU & Brotherhood Officers
Church Public Relations Committees
Church Media Center Staffers
Church Members Who Want to Write

Superintendents of Missions
Associational Office Staffs :
Church TV & Radio Volunteer Staffers
Denominational Employes
Agency Communications Staffs
"College & Seminary Communications
Students :
e Anyone Who Communicates Within/For .
the Church g

® ® %2 0 ¢ @

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, ARRIL 3—1:30, 3:30, and 7:15 p.m.
Banquet at 5:30 p.m.
5 SATURDAY, APRIL 4—8:30, 10:30 a.m., and 1 p.m.
: Media tour at 2:30 p.m.
Communications exhibits throughout the conference

COMMUNICATIONS WORKSHOPS
(select six)

Cable TV—Charles Roden, Senior Vice
President, Radio and Television Com-

" mission, Ft. Worth, Tex.

Communication for Learning for Confer-
ence Leaders—Lynn Yarborough, Train-
ing Design Consultant, Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union, Dallas, Tex.

Conference Leading Techniques— Lucien
E. Coleman Jr., Professor of Religious
Education, Southern Baptist Theolog-

~ical Seminary, Louisville

Creating Uniform Design for Printed
Materials—Wesley M. (Pat) Pattillo Jr.,
Vice President for Development, South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville -

Creative Displays/Exhibits/Interest Cen-

ters—Catherine Allen, Assistant to Exec-

utive Director, Woman’s Missionary
Union, Birmingham, Ala.

- Freelance Writing for the Church Mar- -

ket—James H. Cox, Associate Editor,
Western Recorder, Middletown

How to Publicize Your Church Effective-
Ty—Robert O’Brien, Overseas News Co-
ordinator, Foreign Mission Board, Rich-
mond, Va.

Photography and the Church—Andrew
B. Rawls, Director of Media Services,
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville

Radio—Ed Malone, Executive Producer-
Radio; Radio and Television Commis-
sion, Ft. Worth, Tex.

Radio and TV Station Relations—Robert
Taylor, Director of Radio and Television,
Ft. Worth, Tex.

Television— John Cobb Smith, Assistant
Vice President, Radio and Television
Commission, Ft. Worth, Tex.

Writing and Preserving Local Church
History— A. Ronald Tonks, Assistant Ex-
ecutive Director, Historical Commission,
Nashville.

$10.00 registration fee covers program materials and banquet. Payable in advance
to: Kentucky Baptist Convention, Stewardship-Promotion Department, Box 43433,
' Middletown, KY 40243
Sponsored by Kentucky Baptist Convention ® Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
‘Union ® Radio and Television Commission, SBC

Rawls

Malone
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Everybody Reads
- Newspaper Ads.
You just did.

Need an advertising medium that can deliver 57,000 Ken-
tucky Baptist households for your product or service each
week? Western Recorder delivers the goods—and the
buyers, resulting in greater growth and sales for you! One
‘client recently observed the appearance of his advertising in

Western Recorder on a regular basis is “the best kind of
promotion we have ever done of any kind for our service.”
Others report similar favorable experiences.

And, Western Recorder’'s low, low rates and special dis-
count programs for extended advertising packages deliver
your goods at a cost per thousand much lower than you'd
probably expect. Get in on the know. Call or write Ray Hayes, -
Advertising Representative, for the facts you need to effec-
tively get your message to this strategic market.

WESTERN RECORDER
Box'43401 - Middletown, KY 40243 - (502) 245-4101 -

"W' i
A, &
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

ALUMINUM SIDING, quality work. Call Colville
Aluminum Exterior Decorators (502) 425-3102. tf

BAPTIST CONVENTION & HAWAI $999 from
Louisville, June 1-12, 1981. Free Brochure. Holi-
day International Inc., P. O. Box 34202, Louisville,
KY 40232. Mr. Collins. 1-502-456-1095. 28-01

NEW SONGS — 10-$2.00 ‘‘Let God Be Magni-
fied; Glory To God; Let)s God To Bethlehem;’’
write: Mrs. Dorcas Smith, Rt. 3 Box 636, May-
king, KY 41837. 28-01

8 - Classified Coupon
3 Lines 3 Weeks 13 Dollars

Write your own classified ad on this coupon and send it to us with
your payment. No ads taken by phone. All ads must be written in
spaces below. Each ad must be on a separate coupon. -

Classification (For Sale, For Rent, etc.)
Write your ad below, including the phone number or address you want in your ad.

$13.00

$13.50 $14.00 $14.50 - $15.00 $15.50

Your Name
Address

Mail to: Western Recorder
Box 43401
Middletown, KY 40243
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Sunday School Lessons |

JANUARY 25, 1981

H. C. Chiles

COPING WITH HOSTILITY Life and Work Series
Luke 11:20-23 Knowing there was no truth in the accusation his adversaries made
against him, Christ boldly declared the power which he demonstrated in casting out
demons came directly from God. By means of God’s word Christ repeatedly over-
came the temptations of Satan when they confronted each other in the wilderness.
Christ was able to undo Satan’s evil work in people by casting out demons which
indwelt them.

Luke 11:53-54 Christ warned his opponents their decisions with reference to and
attitudes toward him determined whether they were his friends or his foes.
Neutrality toward Christ is an utter impossibility. Incensed at the statements of
Christ, the scribes and Pharisees asked numerous questions of him, trying to get
him to make some statements which they could use as evidence against him. Their

. strenuous efforts were in vain.

Luke 12:4-7 Our Lord called his disciples ‘‘my friends,”’ which was indicative of
the fact he loved them dearly. Christ wanted them to be on their guard against the
hypocritical religious leaders, but he urged them not to be afraid of them for the
very worst they could do would be to put them to death. In that event they would be
at home with the Lord which would be far better.

After challenging his disciples to be courageous Christ urged them to maintain a
fear of God like an obedient child. :

To convince Christians they must never think God has forgotten them Christ
emphasized the fact sparrows were considered to be of very little value, but even
those cheap birds received their lives, food and protection from God. Inasmuch as
God’s providential care reaches to these small creatures, he will certainly do far
more for rational human beings and especially for those who are his children.

LEARN FROM THE LORD International Series
Matthew 11:2-6 After months elapsed John the Baptist’s confinement relaxed
sufficiently and his friends were permitted to communicate with him. His friends
discovered imprisonment had sapped his courage and depressed him. To encour-
age him they told John about the wonderful works of Christ. But their report caused
him to wonder.

John the Baptist sent two of his followers to the saviour to inquire if he were the
Messiah. Christ told the messengers to inform John the Baptist his words and
works were sufficient proof of his messiahship. The ‘deeds which he performed,
giving sight to the blind, enabling the lame to walk, cleansing the lepers, restoring
the dead to life, could not have been done by anybody except the messiah.

Matthew 11:25-30 In a prayer of thanksgiving and praise to the father, Christ
thanked him for the revelation of spiritual truths to the humble. One cannever
reach the apex of spiritual growth until he recognizes the truth which Christ taught
in verse 27, one can never know the Father except through his Son.

Christ wanted all who were trying to keep the law of Moses to cast off the yoke of
the law and receive him as their personal saviour. He wanted them to experience
forgiveness of sin and become his disciples, learning from and working with him.

Christ promised his yoke would be easy and his burden light. A yoke is made for
two. Those who are yoked with Christ move easily. His will is right and best, and he
carries the heavy end of the burden. In keeping step with the Lord and working with
him we find rest in service.

Ministering to the
children of the 80's

Tom Moore, Director,
Development/Communications

Your will and God’s work
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Judas’s selling Jesus for a few coins seems to us the ultimate expression of
mercenary godlessness and selfishness.

What are we expressing, however, when we use all that God provides for us and
die without returning to him a part of what is already his? We accumulate all that
we can to prove how successful we are—and we prove our love to our families by
seeing how much we can leave them.

I know what it is like to be left with nothing. My dad died when I was 12, and my
mother at 40 was left with no husband, no job, no money and two boys to raise. (My
dad had lost everything he owned in the Great Depression.)

I certainly do not advocate leaving one’s family destitute. It is our Christian duty
to provide for our family’s future. But, it is also wrong to think only of one’s family
to the exclusion of God. I believe a Christian should provide at least 10 percent in
his will for God’s work. Many wills never mention God or his ministries.

Some wills, however, mention God before anyone else is mentioned.

I am often involved in helping God’s people plan their estates, and much thought
and prayer is given to the distribution of assets to. God’s work. This portion of the
estate may be given entirely to the Child Care Program—or part may be given to
child care and the rest to a church or one of our schools.

After prayerful consideration you should determine how much of your estate is to
go to God’s work and to which phase of God’s ministry you wish to commit your-
self. I can help you. Write me today. There is no charge for my services. Write
Tom Moore, 10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, KY 40243.
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Clear Creek Comments

D.M. Aldridge, President
Clear Creek Baptist School
Pineville, Ky. 40977

Oneida Joumnal
Charting courses

Barkley Moore, president,
Oneida Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

We believe

Continued from last week

8. That the conditions of salvation are repentance and faith, as man yields to the
Lordship of Christ and trust in him.

9. That man’s salvation was planned beforehand by God and should be earnestly
sought by man.

10. That sanctification makes us partakers of the holiness of God and calls for our
earnest cooperation.

11. That truly regenerated men and women will continue faithful to their profes-
sion and be under God’s special care. 1 !

12. That man’s failure to keep the law is his own fault and that one purpose of
the gospel is to help men.

13. That a visible church of our Lord is composed of baptized believers, is a
democracy, and is governed by the teachings of God’s word.

14. That baptism is the immersion in water of a believer, and is necessary for
church membership and the Lord’s supper. i

15. That the first day of the week is the Lord’s Day, and should be properly
observed. :

16. That civil government, being planned by God, should be obeyed when not in
conflict with the word of God.

17. That righteous and wicked men are different in essence, both now and in
eternity.

18. That the end of the world is coming, and that for all eternity the wicked will
be in torment and the righteous in glory. :

Here and now

JANUARY ;

19-20 Area Evangelism Fellowships. Conferences for pastors, church leadership
and laymen. 7 p.m.
19—Owensboro, Hall Street Baptist Church
20—Bowling Green, Eastwood Baptist Church

Looking ahead

JANUARY 2
23-24 Deacons, Pastors and Wives State Conference. Cedarmore Baptist Assem-
bly. Evening meal 23rd through noon meal 24th. Register with Cedarmore.
Conference repeats 1/30-31
25 Baptist Men’s Day. See Baptist Program, Dec., 1980; Brotherhood Builder,
Jan.-Mar.

26-27 Area Evangelism Fellowships. 7 p.m. Conferences for pastors, church
leadership and laymen
26 —Mayfield, Northside Baptist Church .
27—Hopkinsville, Second Baptist Church
30-31 Deacons, Pastors and Wives State Conference. Cedarmore Baptist Assem-
bly. Evening meal 30th through noon meal 31st. Register with Cedarmore
FEBRUARY
1 Baptist World Alliance Sunday. Suggestions from BWA, 1628 16th St. NW,

Washington DC 20009
2-3 ‘‘Growing a Loving Church’’ Seminar. Lexington, Parkway Baptist Church.
‘Begins Monday evening, concludes Tuesday afternoon. For registration
contact Church Administration, KBC, or Harold Polk, Elkhorn Association
8 Race Relations Sunday. Suggestions available from Cooperative Ministries:
Christian Life Dept., KBC ’
9 Area Evangelism Fellowship. Somerset, Ferguson Baptist Church. 7 p.m.

Conferences for pastors, church leadership and laymen

9-10 Regional Royal Ambassador Congress. 5 to 8 p.m.

9—Louisa, Louisa Baptist Church
9—Benton, First Missionary Baptist Church
10—Central City, First Baptist Church
10—Hyden, First Baptist Church
10 Area Evangelism Fellowship. Prestonsburg, First Baptist Church. 7 p.m.

Conferences for pastors, church leadership and laymen

Regional Royal Ambassador Congress. 5 to 8 p.m.

12— Auburn, Auburn Baptist Church

12— Columbia, Columbia Baptist Church

13—Louisville, Davis Memorial Baptist Church

13—Williamstown, Williamstown Baptist Church

13 Area Evangelism Feuowsnip. vaysville, Central Baptist Church. 7 p.m.

Conferences for pastors, church leadership and laymen

12-13

No doubt we are all doubting Thomases at times needing to thrust our hands into
the pierces sides of our savior. Often we are unfaithful Peters fearful of sinking
beneath the waves until the savior stretches forth a supporting hand.

Truly these are tempestuous times with billows rolling high over the surface of
the whole earth. It would be a calm soul indeed that did not find cause to wonder
what lies just ahead. : '

I realize how futile it is for nearsighted man to chart his course ahead. Man’s only
guide and dependence is to walk by faith from day to day. I also know even better
how infallible is the wisdom and foreknowledge of God. How clearly he sees each
tomorrow through all the succeeding ages yet unfolded. How unerring is God’s

" hand which can chart the course of empires, of nations and of institutions like

Oneida. :
I can doubt the power and wisdom of nations and peoples. But I can never doubt
the power, wisdom and justice of him who created this universe and set the course
of planets, of nations and men. Assuredly he brings each to its end exactly as he
planned it in the beginning. . : |
But that faith does not hinder doubts of the part we are to play on the stage of
time nor the fate of the things of our greatest love and interest. ; :
This brings us to the concern of the gate of Christian education and of Christian
schools over the country that have been supported on humanitarian principles, a |
feeling of charity and a desire that each and all may have an equal opportunity to
develop and prepare for a life of Christian service. :
There is a greater need for Oneida Baptist Institute than there was when this .
work began in 1899. ' i :
(1) Eighty years ago every public school in America was a Christian institution'
where the Bible was taught, chapel was held and prayers were offered. Not so today
which is all the more reason for us to support our Christian schools as an alternative
and to keep that plurality in American education that has been and is a bulwark of
our freedom as a nation and our vigor as a denomination. The congregationalists _
were once the largest church body in America. But they cut themselves adrift from
their institutions like Harvard and Yale, and have nearly disappeared from the

American scene. ; e =

(2) Eighty years ago nearly every school in America was a small school where
everybody could be somebody. Not so today in our age of consolidation and belief in‘
the concept that bigger must be better. All the more reason to support our Christian
schools, which remain relatively small schools, where each student can be taught
that “‘the fear of God is the beginning of all wisdom"’ and where-each young man or
young woman can be led to an awareness of self as important to God thus to one
another. It is important that each student catch the vision of a Christ who came *‘not
to be ministered unto, but to minister’’ and to go forth to do likewise.

- (3) Eighty years ago divorce was nearly unheard of in America. Today, nearly
half of all marriages end in the divorce court. This affects the lives of literally
millions of young people. The Christian boarding school is not only a school; it is a
home where that boy or girl with a single parent who must work can have discipline,
:ttnflfcture, security surrounded by the love and an example of a dedicated Christian

aff.

So little money is required to maintain schools like Oneida. We must look to our

brothers and sisters in Christ to see to it that we have continued life and service.

Frank Owen

The pastor

The Old Testament had the prophet and the priest. The priests were general over-
seers of the house of worship and administered its ceremonies. The prophets were
less formal, free spokesmen—forthtellers and sometimes foretellers.

In Evangelical Christianity the church has merged the two Old Testament figures
into one office called ‘‘pastor.’”’ From the beginning the church was a fellowship of
people rather than a ‘‘temple.’”’ The fellowship was to have a holy place to meet but
the church, itself, was ‘‘Ho Koinonia.’’ This fellowship, like a flock, needed a leader
like a shepherd.

Israel was a land of flocks and shepherds. From this pastoral setting and the
ministry of Jesus, the shepherd and flock relationship became the pattern. That is
how we acquired the term ‘‘pastor’’ in relation to the church.

Recent history has seen rapid growth of multiple specialized ministries, especially
in larger churches. Assistant pastors, Ministers of Education, Music, Youth, etc.,
etc. Ministers have had to learn to serve together. Lay members have needed to
understand the roles of the pastor and the auxiliary ministers.

An orderly church needs one overseer, one shepherd, one pastor. Specialized
ministers have their own realms of distinct service but the pastor needs to have
general oversight of the education, music, youth, activities and any other ministries
in the flock. The church that fails to recognize and uphold the pastor in this role is
apt to lack unity in its sense of direction and is risking serious personnel problems
with an unsupervised staff.

I have heard a few argue that each ministry should be separate, parallel and
independent of each other. Allow this old veteran to observe that chaos easily
develops where no one is in charge. If the church is to be one flock, it needs one
shepherd. Let him be first among equals. He must be wise to magnify his associates
“and their work—let them stand tall. He needs to be humble, gentle and loving with
those whom he supervises, but he must not abdicate his Biblically-based assign-
ment to oversee the church. Wise church members will encourage this.
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A unique school
in the mountains

by K. Maynard Head

Way back in the early 1920’s an idea
was born in the brilliant mind of the
pastor of First Baptist Church, Pine-
ville, L. C. Kelly. Kelly, who was often
concerned about the low educational
level of many of the pastors of small
churches in the Appalachian
Mountains, decided to take the bull by
the horns and do something about it.
No more just thinking about how sad it
was that the situation was not getting
any better, nor wondering what could
be done. Now was the time to act, and
Kelly did just that!

The first thing he did was to discuss
the matter with several interested busi-
nessmen in the area. Why not start an
encampment at Clear Creek Springs,
bring in trained teachers, gather the
students, and have a study of the
Bible? That seems a small task in these
days of mass communications like
newspapers, radio and television, with
computers doing a lot of the work; but
think back to the 1920’s. Many people
could not read so newspapers could not
be used to reach them, neither could
letters. There was no television, no
radio, few homes had electricity and the
roads were bad! How, then, could Kelly
get a message to the pastors?

The only way at that time was
through personal contact. He secured
the assistance of concerned men to go
to the pastors and tell them about a
camp where they could come and live
and study the Bible. Those men went
out all over the region telling people

about Kelly and the camp, and the first

year several pastors gathered at the
forks of Little Clear Creek and Big
Clear Creek to study.

That was certainly a small beginning,
but Kelly’s vision did not stop there.
Later, he constructed a large building
to house students and teach them, It
was named Kelly Hall in his honor and
stands today as a monument to him.
Made of native stone, the structure

" could withstand an earthquake and
through its halls have come hundreds of
students fully prepared to teach and
preach the gospel.

Kelly gathered a group of dedicated
professors to assist him in the task of
training preachers. Among them was
D. M. Aldridge, from Illinois, who
became president of what was called
Clear Creek Mountain Preachers Bible
School in 1954 when Kelly felt he was
no longer physically able to direct the
activities of the school.

. Under Aldridge’s leadership the
school, now called Clear Creek Baptist
School, has continued to grow, offering
degrees in theology, church music and
religious education, in addition to a
three-year certificate course. Regard-
less of their educational background
students can come to the school to learn
more about the Bible and the work of
the church.

In a recent student in-service training
report I noticed the following: students
had, in a one-month period, preached
284 messages, taught 308 classes, visit-
ed 961 homes, distributed 1272 tracts,
witnessed 62 professions of faith, bap-
tized 20 persons, led singing, played
piano and organ and sang in choirs and
ensembles. They also traveled 64,877
miles—and all this in addition to their
class work and personal study!

D. M. Aldridge recently announced
his planned retirement for June 1982
and is leaving behind a legacy of
service which will be hard to match. His
total dedication to the presidency of
Clear Creek is matched only by his
service to God. His work with the
people of the mountains of Appalachia
will never be forgotten and his name
will long be mentioned among those
who gave of themselves to make a
better society for us all.

K. Maynard Head is pastor of East
Cumberland Avenue Baptist Church,
Middlesboro, KY 40965.

by Jerry Self

‘‘Live peaceably with all’’ sounds like a
command, ‘‘Relax!”’ The real meaning
of this year’s Race Relations Sunday
theme comes through in the Cotton
Patch version of Rom. 12:18: “WAGE
PEACE WITH ALL MANKIND."’ This
order, all in capitals, fairly shouts at us.

““Will peace,’”’ Paul means.

““Will peace what?’’ we ask.

““No; you’re missing the point,”’ Paul
might reply. ‘‘I mean engage in peace
as an act of your will.”’

The Jews had a powerfully actlve
concept of peace which they communi-
cated with their word, shalom. This
active, powerful, positive concept of
peace understood by the people of God
contrasts sharply with the Roman idea
of pax, which was merely a cessation of
hostility, a vacuum. Unfortunately our
peace with century-old neighbors is
more likely to be a cessation of hostili-

 ties than a positive, growing will to live

peaceably with them. T
Paul begins with a qualification as he
counsels, ‘‘If-possible, so far as it
depends upon you’’—to the extent that
you can control the circumstances—
‘‘live peaceably with all’’ (Rom. 12:18,
RSV). He recognizes that peace is not

Live peaceably with all

totally within our control. Circum-
stances, events, and the attitudes of
others are often beyond the Christian’s
power of control. '

We already know that full well. In
fact, our powerlessness becomes a
ready excuse for inaction. For that
reason, the theme focuses on the un-
limited part of Paul’s challenge, ‘‘Live
peaceably with all.”’

Over a span of a few years the face of
race relations has changed dramati-
cally. Look at the people around you.
Some are recognizable and familiar.
They suggest old impasses and social
barriers and personal animositities. At
the same time, our comfortable corners
have been invaded by human beings
with strange accents, strange customs,
strange diets, strange clothes and
strange needs. Now we rub shoulders
with those we never saw before who
pour forth from countries not even
named when many of us studied our
geography lessons.

Live peaceably with all? We can do it
because our Lord is the Prince of

' Peace! Shalom.

Jerry Self is public affairs and Chris-
tian life consultant, Tennessee Baptist
Convention, Brentwood.

- Sponsored by the Christian Lﬁ’e Cnmmisswn
Bnphst Canvenimn -
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