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Censure of state editor
upheld by Indjana board

The censure and subsequent resignation of Indiana
Baptist editor Gene Medaris was upheld by the exec-
utive board of the State Convention in Indiana during
a three-hour discussion Feb. 23.

During the session the board said the censure
applies only to Medaris; does not prohibit any future
editor from ‘‘freely fulfilling’’ his job description; and
also does not give ‘‘censorship powers’’ to executive
director R. V. Haygood. ;

Board members overwhelmingly voted down a reso-
lution presented by J. R. Jones of Cornersville which
called for the executive board to ‘‘override’’ the cen-
sure resolution, publicly apologize to Medaris and
establish a state convention study committee to
assure ‘‘future editors of the state paper shall have
reasonable journalist freedom and editorial control.’’

Medaris, 51, was censured after he published a
letter to the editor questioning the use of money from
Fund 58 to purchase gifts for E. Harmon Moore who
retired as executive director Dec. 31. Medaris with-
held the name of the letter’s author.

The resolution of censure termed the letters ‘‘con-
troversial’’ and said they ‘‘created disharmony.’’ It
instructed Medaris to ‘‘share controversial letters or
issues’’ with Haygood ‘‘before printing.’’

According to David Simpson, pastor of First South-
ern Baptist Church of New Whiteland and chairman
of the board, the censure was issued because Medaris
did not answer the question, and thus failed to pro-
vide a ‘‘supportive service of information, inspiration
and encouragement.’’

Simpson admits there is ‘‘some personal conflict
involved’’ between Haygood and Medaris but said the
‘‘problem existed with our previous executive direc-
tor, too.”’

Don Lauer, a medical doctor who is a member of
Speedway Baptist Church, expressed dissatisfaction
with the procedure of airing the issue, as well as the
outcome. =

Lauer, author of the unsigned letter which initiated
the controversy, defended Medaris: ‘‘None of us have
any evidence of longtime poor judgment on Gene’s

_part. I know of no one even mildly displeased with the

paper. Gene has spoken well on current events and
attacked issues in editorials. He is widely appreciated
throughout the state.’’

Lauer’s primary displeasure was that the executive
board ‘‘did not personally interview all parties in-
volved and do independent fact finding”’ in the con-
troversy.

Medaris, who did not attend the board meetmg,
expressed d;sappomtment that the ‘‘central issues’’
of the conflict have been obscured by ‘‘personalities.’’

He told Baptist Press when the censure was issued -

he asked Haygood for time to seek another position,
either in a church or in denominational service, saying
he told the Indiana executive he ‘‘would be gone by
the time school is out.”’

The editor said he instead was offered an option of
resignation with three months of salary and benefits
or being fired with one week’s remuneration.

“‘I do not know why they have chosen to engage in
character assassination or why they have chosen to
blacken my name. All I asked for was that I be
allowed time to leave; they did not let me do so,”’
Medaris said.

Medaris, who has been editor of the Indiana Baptist
for three and a half years, also pointed out he was not
allowed to meet with the executive committee to dis-
cuss the letters, the questions or his performance
until he submitted his resignation. After that he says
he was allowed a meeting with the five-member com-
mittee, also headed by Simpson.

He said the issue is not ‘‘poor judgment’’ but the
use of funds, the actions of the executive committee
and executive director and freedom of the press.

‘I do not believe you can censure one person when
he is the editor,”’ Medaris said. ‘‘You must censure
his job as editor. If I was censured then the next
person can be censured as well. I believe Indiana
Baptists still have questions about this.

‘‘Anytime a Baptist can’t question the actions of
their leadership then we are all in trouble.”’

Smith wishes everybody believed

in inerrancy, holds ‘peace’ talks

In the midst of what he calls ‘‘volatile times’’ South-
ern Baptist Convention president Bailey Smith has
opened conversations with rival factions within the
denomination.

Smith has talked both with Paul Pressler, a
Houston appeals court judge identified as a leader in
a drive to commit the SBC to biblical inerrancy, and
Cecil Sherman, an Asheville, N. C., pastor who
opposes Pressler’s efforts.

‘“I called both of them to encourage them to do
everything they can to create love and harmony,”’
Smith said, adding he telephoned Pressler and both
telephoned and met with Sherman.

Smith, who sees himself as a ‘‘unifier’’ in the
denomination, said he telephoned Sherman, noting:
‘I told him I wanted to get together, that I don’t think
we ought to talk to one another through the press.”’

At the meeting, which took place during the Febru-
ary meeting of the SBC Executive Committee in
Nashville, Smith said time was spent ‘‘getting to
know one another. We talked about our backgrounds;
we do not agree on the (method of) inspiration of the
Bible and we talked about that. I have a deep respect
for }us personal commitment to Jesus Christ. I like the
man.’

Of Pressler, Smith said: ‘‘I told him I wanted us to
be kind. I told him, ‘Paul, don’t say anything that is

Cecil Sherman, prime organizer of ‘‘Friends of Mis-
sions,’’ said if the group he helped orgamze nomi-
nates a candidate for SBC president in June to oppose
incumbent Bailey Smith, there wxll be no surprises.
*“‘You will see the train coming,’’ he announced dur-
ing the February Executive Committee meeting in
Nashville.

A gift that keeps on giving

Mrs. Mildred Wilson, a member of Monterey Baptist
Church in-Owen County, died recently. Through her
will she left $127,421.30 of her estate to her church.
Half of this was for the church and half for the Co-
operative Program. The church placed the Coopera-
tive Program portion with the Kentucky Baptist Foun-
dation to establish a fund in the name of Mrs. Wilson.

Mrs. Wilson and her husband Homer, who preced-
ed her in death, were school teachers and faithful
members of Monterey Baptist Church. They lived
very modest lives, but generously supported their
church and gave to others who were in need.

The final distribution of their accumulated estate all
went to the Lord’s work. Their will expressed concern
for both the work of the church and the denomina-
tion through the Cooperative Program.

volatile and hurtful.’

‘‘My purpose was to do everything we can to en-
gender a spirit of fellowship and cooperation in our
denomination.”’

The Del City, Okla. pastor said he encouraged
Pressler to ‘‘disband his organization,’’ but Pressler
told Baptist Press, ‘‘there is no organization. There is

' commumcatlon between people of like belief, but no

organization.’’

While Sherman and Smith talked of the president’s
upcoming appointments to the resolutions committee
and committee on committees Pressler said he did not
and would not talk with Smith about them.

“We talked about these appointments. He told me

-all kinds of Southern Baptists would be on the com-

mittee on committees,’’ Sherman said, commenting
Smith has publicly promised to be president of ‘‘all
Southern Baptists’’ and not just the inerrantists who
claim credit for his first-ballot election in St. Louis in
1980.

‘“‘He did not tell me who these people were. Natur-
ally, I am very curious (about them) but I am opti-
mistic that Bailey Smith’s appointments will reassure
those who would be excluded by Pressler/Patterson
(Paige Patterson, president of the Criswell Center for
Biblical Studies in Dallas, and another leader of the
inerrantist faction).

Sherman added: ‘‘I’d like to have a chance to look
at them. That is not spoken out of any great mistrust;
it would just help. We are nervous about these ap-
pomtments

Pressler, on the other hand, said: “‘I have
purposely stayed away from him, and for me to try to
position or influence him would be very bad. He is an
outstanding person and will do what he thinks the
Lord is leading him to do.”’

The judge also noted he feels ‘‘rank and file’’
Southern Baptists are inerrantists—believers in a
Bible without error—and have ‘‘not been adequately
represented in the appointments’’ of the past.

Smith said he is working on the appointments, and
has had second vice president C. Wade Freeman of
Dallas ask James H. Landes, executive secretary of
the Baptist General Convention of Texas, to write
other state executives for recommendations. ‘‘I did
not see the letter before it went out but I understand
it was one paragraph asking the executives to please
send names of warm-hearted, Bible-loving folks.”’

He already has received some replies through Free-
man and said he has ‘‘some ideas’’ about appoint-
ments from his pastorates in Texas, Oklahoma,
Arkansas and New Mexico.

Smith said although he is not required by the con-
stitution to release the appointments prior to the con-
vention he hopes to have the list to Baptist Press for
publication by mid-April.

Smith also added he is seeking ‘‘about a dozen’’
ethnics to serve on the committees and that he plans
to ‘‘avoid appointment of people who have been

“heavily identified as belonging to either side.”’

Smith confirmed there is ‘‘no change’’ in his view
of inerrancy: ‘‘I wish personally everybody in the
world believed in inerrancy. I believe that it is the
right way but I have a deep respect for some men who
do not (believe in inerrancy).”’

Of the appointments he told Baptist Press. “‘Since I
believe in inerrancy, I will look for men who believe in
that. I believe most Southern Baptists believe in it.
You would not expect a person who believes like I do
to seek out men who do not believe in inerrancy, just
like those who do not believe in inerrancy would not -
seek out those of us who do.”’

Despite his stance, Smith said: ‘‘I want to be a
unifier . . . I don’t want to be divisive. I want us to be
able to differ and still love each other.

‘“You cannot settle every issue of our denomina-
tion with one word. I wish everybody believed in
inerrancy, but some may never. I give them the right
to believe what they believe. They have a right to be a
part of the denomination.’’



Earnestly contend for the faith
which was once for all delivered
to the saints. —Jude 3
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Daley Observations

Churches can be unfair

The hardest part of being a state Baptist editor
is not finding things to report and topics for
editorial treatment. There are more of these than
can be handled every week. Neither is criticism
for views expressed in editorials the most diffi-
cult part of being editor. This actually is helpful
in that it serves to make an editor reexamine his
views and sharpen his thinking.

The most painful part of a Baptist editor’s
experience is learning about so many sad and
unfortunate situations among pastors and
churches and the feeling of helplessness about
doing anything to relieve the situation.

Almost every day brings word from some
pastor who is truly suffering or some church
which is torn asunder in strife and conflict.
Yesterday I had coffee with a Baptist preacher
who has been unemployed for four months and
no church seems to want his services. He is a
proven laborer for the Lord but is now in his 50’s
and is considered too old. The last church he
served simply dismissed him showing little
concern over how he would support himself and
his family. :

For more than a year I have been sincerely
trying to help another dear friend find some
church to serve as pastor. He is a college and
seminary graduate and a fine preacher. He has
valuable experience as a pastor but for under-
standable reasons left the pastorate several
years ago for secular employment. He feels he
can never be happy outside the ministry but is
receiving no encouragement from any church.

It’s not only heart breaking to see preachers
without churches to serve but also to see pastors
being starved by congregations they serve. I am
looking now at a letter which came recently from
a Kentucky pastor who is truly hurting. He
hasn’t had any increase in salary since 1975 and
his pay was inadequate then. For part of one
year recently he received only half of his salary
because of the church’s limited income. He
requests that his name and the name of the
church not be revealed because of possible em-
barrassment. He says the church is doing its
best but he wants such situations dealt with
editorially.

He is very gracious toward the church in
saying it is doing its best but this is doubtful.
For one thing, according to the pastor, the
church is keeping up its mission giving while
starving the pastor. Surely it is admirable to put
priority on extending the gospel message but it
should not be at the expense of the pastor. The
pastor should be regarded as the first mission-
ary a church is to support.

Not knowing the church, it is difficult to say
what the answer is. It is likely, however, that the
members are not doing their best or the church

is not strong enough to have a full time pastor.
Too many churches expect full time services for
part time pay.

Let such a church assess the situation and be
honest. Maybe the church should settle for a
bivocational pastor who earns part of his living
in other employment and expect only as much
from the pastor as they pay for.

Another alternative would be to merge with
another Baptist congregation thus pooling re-
sources which would be adequate to support a
pastor and mission outreach.

Whatever the solution is, the church must
come up with it. There’s no Baptist bishop to tell
churches what to do. About the best help is an
editorial in the state Baptist paper but too many -
of those who need most help don’t read the state
Baptist paper.

These two examples of preachers without
pulpits and a pastor suffering at the hands of a
congregation could be multiplied many times
and the polity of Baptists offers little hope for
any relief. Local church autonomy is a precious
distinctive of Baptists but it makes room for
churches to be unfair and downright cruel some-
times.

It’s easy to see how the episcopal form of
church government developed. This system in
which bishops assign pastors to congregations
and set the pay scale has some advantages
though it is not biblical nor democratic. At least
it prevents churches from putting pastors and
other staff members out with little or no concern
for their welfare. It also keeps a church from half
starving a pastor and his family while expecting
full time services from him.

Appreciating our
Baptist heritage

Lack of appreciation by some churches for their

Southern Baptist heritage is shameful. It is im-
portant that churches know something of their
roots and not treat lightly their heritage.

This is not to say everything in our past is of
God. The practice and defense of slavery which
figured prominently in the organization of the
Southern Baptist Convention were surely not
divinely inspired but God surely was in Southern
Baptist beginnings in spite of our shortcomings.

That scattered groups of Baptists with wide
doctrinal differences and suspicion of one
another ever got together as a denomination is
almost unbelievable. Only the work of Almighty
God could accomplish it.

What has come of the humble beginnings of
Southern Baptist theological education in 1859
and of the establishment of a controversial pub-
lishing house (Sunday School Board) is a sure
sign of the Lord’s approval.

The result now is that individual Baptists and
Baptist churches have as much or more valuable
resources to draw upon than any believers and
churches in America. There is no place for
boasting except in the Lord but we are envied by

many other church groups in America.

We should never take for granted nor under-
rate this heritage. Everyone who reads this page
regularly knows I am not a blind denominational
loyalist but every day I live I cherish true Baptist
heritage more and more and I tend to become
more and more intolerant of those who disregard
or abuse this valuable asset.

A large majority of Southern Baptist churches
appreciate and depend upon denominational re-
sources to help them accomplish their divine
mission. They depend upon denominational help
for church music and religious educational
materials, for all building suggestions, for stew-
ardship plans and materials, for theological
training of staff members, for national and
worldwide missionary programs through which
to channel their mission gifts and for many other
needs. They realize their efforts would be
severely curtailed without this cooperative re-
lationship.

But in recent years a few Southern Baptist
churches have seemed to have outgrown their
need for and appreciation of their denomina-
tional connection. They have become super
churches with enough financial and human re-
sources to do all the things alone which they
once did with fellow Baptist churches. They
organize their own missionary journeys spending
huge sums to send witnessing teams, choirs and
staff members to other areas of America and
even to foreign lands. Some produce some, if not
all, of their own literature and educational ma-
terials. They start their own elementary and high
schools, Bible colleges and even theological
schools to teach their own interpretation of the
scriptures.

Actually they become more like little separate
denominations than the great Southern Baptist
cooperating churches they once were. They still
belong to the state and national conventions and
contribute to Southern Baptist causes but in
declining proportion to their magnitude of their
own programs. .

Much of this is admirable. Local church direct
involvement in evangelistic and missionary
projects at home and even abroad stimulates
even more evangelistic and missionary zeal in a
congregation. Creative church music and reli-
gious educational programs by local church staff
members is to be expected.

But there is a limit. Organizing grandiose
evangelistic and missionary projects and starting
schools to perpetuate one man’s interpretation of
scripture and theological positions can but say
these church leaders believe other Baptist

. schools and denominational missionary efforts

are not doing the job.

We are accustomed to thinking of this being
done by preachers like Jerry Falwell, Bob Jones
and Oral Roberts. They are independents who
have set out to make and perpetuate their own
heritage. Their movements are largely person-
ality oriented and their successors probably will
not be able to advance or even maintain the
‘movements.

The Southern Baptist heritage is far more than
this and we should never forget the rock from
which we are hewn.
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Baptist News in Brief

Judge gives his SBC role

Paul Pressler, a Houston appeals court
judge, spelled out what he believes his
role to be in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention during a speech and question
and answer session in Cross Lanes
Baptist Church, Charlestown, W. Va.

‘‘My role is to say to people we do
have a problem,’’ he told pastors, lay-
persons and state staff members.
‘‘Second, it is to say there is a solution
to this problem and third, to motivate
the people into activity.’’

Pressler said: ‘‘I do not think at the
present time Southern Baptists have
gone the way the Methodist seminaries
have gone, the Presbyterian seminaries
have gone and those denominations
have gone. But I do feel at certain
places we are creating a situation where
the floodgates are being opened for
- various doctrinal deviations and our
children and our grandchildren will
reap the havoc of the ambiguity which
we have allowed to be created if we
don’t do something about it.”’

Pressler, who said he has been
‘‘amazed and disturbed’’ at personal
attacks against his efforts to point out
liberalism in the denomination, encour-
aged participants to deal with issues
rather than the personalities.

Temperature controls off

President Reagan has removed restric-
tions on temperatures in public build-
ings, including churches.

In a presidential proclamation which
took effect immediately the President
declared:

‘‘Although restrictions on building
temperatures may result in reduced
consumption of fuel, I have concluded
the regulatory scheme designed to ac-
complish that objective imposed an ex-
cessive regulatory burden and
voluntary restraint and market incen-
tives will achieve substantially the same
benefit without the regulatory cost.”’

Reagan’s action canceled previous
moves by former President Jimmy
Carter requiring temperature controls
to save fuel.

Students fight to worship

- A classic constitutional clash of free
exercise versus government establish-
ment of religion will be decided by the
U. S. Supreme Court in the case of a
group of University of Missouri-Kansas
City students who want to worship on
campus.

Nearly four years ago, after being
denied permission to hold regularly
scheduled Saturday night meetings on
campus, 12 students took the university
to court, alleging their right to exercise
freely their religion had been denied.

A federal district judge, issuing a
ruling in December 1979, disagreed
with the students, upholding a set of
university regulations forbidding on-
campus religious services.

Nine months later, however, the
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals re-
versed the lower court, setting the

AUTHORS WANTED
BY N. Y. PUBLISHER

Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts
of all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry. scientific.
scholarly and religious works, etc. New authors wel-
comed. For /ree booklet, write:
VANTAGE PRESS., Inc.
516 W. 34 St., Dept. JL. New York 10001

= =

stage for university officials to appeal to
the nation’s high court.

The justices’ decision to hear the
case marks the first such legal test to
arrive at the Supreme Court for full oral
argument and decision.

Court to hear AUSCS case

The U. S. Supreme Court will decide if
officials of a well known religious lib-
erty organization have a constitutional
right to sue the federal government for

transferring public property to religious

organizations.

Americans United for Separation of
Church and State filed suit against the
government for itself and four of its
staff members when the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare do-
nated a 70-acre tract of land and a
number of buildings formerly used as a
military hospital to an Assemblies of
God college in Pennsylvania. Transfer
of the land and buildings was made
under provisions of the Federal Prop-
erty Act, a law regulating the disposal
of surplus government property.

But the college, noting the law had
never before come under legal attack,
countered that Americans United had
no legal standing to bring the suit.
Citing a string of Supreme Court deci-
sions over the last dozen years, attor-
neys for the college contended individ-
ual citizens must show actual or poten-
tial monetary damage to sue in such
cases. :

A federal district court dismissed the
complaint more than two years ago but
the Third Circuit Court of Appeals
reversed, holding for Americans
United.

Student baptisms jump

Increases in baptisms and missions in-
volvement point to renewed spiritual
commitment among college students.

Results from the 1980 National Stu-
dent Ministries Bold Mission Thrust
report indicate student baptisms
jumped 55.8 percent last year, up from
7048 in 1979 to 10,984 in 1980.

Charles Roselle, secretary of Nation-

al Student Minisiries for the Baptist
Sunday School Board, attributes the
increase to Outreach '80, his depart-
ment’s nationwide, simultaneous
campus evangelism project.

Student giving to missions—another
indicator of interest—set a record of
$804,959 last year.

Cancer help available

Cancer Hopeline is a toll free consul-
tative telephone service (1-800-432-
9321) provided free of charge to any
Kentuckian with a cancer-related prob-
lem. Qualified counselors are available.
Call Monday through Friday (9 a.m.-

5 p.m.).

Cancer Hopeline speakers are avail-
able to churches free of cost. Requests
should be directed to Cancer Hopeline,
915 South Limestone, Lexington, KY
40536.

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS
Prices to satisfy every preference and need

AIR }

CONDITIONED, ] PARKING
AREAS,

149 Phone

Breckinridge o

ot 896-0349

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE
Louisville, Kentucky ¢
Member: Ky. Funeral Directors-Burial Assn.
Member: National Selected Morticial

FINANCING
[ for Figa A2
CHURCH BUILDINGS §
Call Toll Free -
ANDY F. HARDY
1-800-231-0373

LITTLE GIANT

The name to remember for
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES

SPIRES—CROSSES
WATER HEATERS

Church credit plans available.
Free colored brochure

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO., INC.
Dept. 43/ Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630
Phone: 713-883-4246

by invitation -

Write for free

BROCHURE BAPTISMAL

POOLS

FIBERGLASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS

(615) 875-0679
3511 HIXSON PIKE, CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415

CHURCHES

designed, built, and

furnished on your lot, average
price $30/sq. ft. We design for
seating 130 to 1600.
(Not prefabricated)

Includes: Masonry and wood construction, social area,
offices, classrooms, nursery, choir, robe rooms, baptistry,
steeple, carpet, and Sanctuary with padded pews.

FAMILY ACTIVITY CENTERS
Steel or masonry from $20/sq. ft.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL DESIGNS

4 classrooms and larger

Write or call for FREE information and brochures
(803) 268-7297 (803) 268-7090

7 NORTHWAY
CONTRACTORS
INC :ésio?:,xssglzsan

Over 100 buil in

Who Gets the home or farm?

If you own a home or farm (in which you live at
least part of each year), and you are not sure what
will become of it after you die, you have lots of

company.

This is a problem especially for those home-

owners who have no immediate heirs . .

. Or ones

‘whose heirs are well established in another commu-
nity or state . . . and for single men and women living

.alone.

It’s also an opportunity

to do something exceptional
for the work of Christ:
You can give your home
or farm while you live, but
remain there all your
lifetime, and know

that when you no longer
need it, your home will
“enter the ministry”’

for the glory of God.

You Can Decide

Now.

For more details on giving real estate,

just request our free brochure,

“Advantages of Giving Real Estate.”

Advantages of
Giving
Real Estate

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY

_Dr. Jim Taylor
Cumberland College
P.O. Box 191
Williamsburg, Ky. 40769

Name

Please send me a free copy of
“Advantages of Giving Real estate.”

I understand there is no obligation.

Address

City State

Zip

If you would like this information in contemplation of a gift to your local Baptist Church or to a sister
Baptist institution or agency, just ask for the material and we will send it without any obligation on
j Your part whatsoever.

Cumberland College Development Program’s Continuing Education Series.

Permission for this article given by Robert F. Sharpe, “The Planned Giving Idea Book," aond the

Thomas Nelson Publishing Company.
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Mountains to the Mississippl

Ordinations

Nugent ordained by Hopewell
Edward Earl Nugent was ordained as a
deacon Feb. 1 by Hopewell Baptist
Church, Jeffersontown.

Pastor Sam W. C. Bell preached the
ordination service.

Congregations

Indo-Chinese fellowship held
Hillvue Heights Baptist Church, Bowl-
ing Green, sponsored an Indo-Chinese
fellowship Mar. 1.

The program included a fellowship
meal and worship service for nearly 200
Indo-Chinese guests from the area.

Woodland opens media center
Woodland Baptist Church, Louisville,
opened its new media center Mar. 1.
The center will include books which
have been collected in the church
library since 1967 as well as other types
" of media.

The purpose of Woodland’s media
center is ‘‘to support, extend and in-
crease the effectiveness of every pro-
gram in the church.”’

Highland Heights dedicates addition

Highland Heights Baptist Church,
Northern Kentucky Association, dedi-
cated eight new classrooms Feb. 8.

The classrooms were built in the bal-
cony to help meet the needs of the Sun-
day school which has grown by 46 per-
cent in the past two years.

The total cost of the project was
$34,000 and it has been paid without
incurring an indebtedness on the
church.

Ron Moore is pastor.

Pendergraph is Capital Heights deacon
Jack T. Pendergraph of White River, S.
D., was recently elected to the office of
deacon of Capital Heights Baptist
Church, Pierre, S. D.

He is the son of the late G. R. Pen-
dergraph of Louisville.

Lowell Avenue Baptist Church, Taylor Association, presented pastor Rdy Vinson

with an all-expense paid trip to the Holy Land. Making the presentation are [l to r]
Gary Hash, Sunday school director; Gene Newcomb, assistant Sunday school

director; Vinson; and Eugene Smith, outreach director.

| Wood Pallets, Blocking, Billets |
To Your Specifications

Design —

4 = e VR 3 . %
Ralph Logan [c] is campaign chairman for the Greater Louisville Decade of Progress
Campaign for Georgetown College. Shown with Logan are [1 to r] division chairmen
John Farmer, Dwight Lindsay, Jim Hawkins and Kyle Hubbard. [See WR story,

Problems? 9 ®

De”very or COSt

Let Us He/p

Scofield Home Bible Study Course

Now study the Bible with
Dr. Scofield to help you.

Personally developed by Dr. C. 1. Scofield, this course helps you
study God’s Word in detail.
The Scofield Home Bible Study Course satisfies people like you who need comprehensive
Bible knowledge that is relevant to today’s world. Over 120 lessons guide you spiritually
through an indepth study of the Bible. Textbooks interleaved with blank pages for
notetaking give you a permanent reference library for teaching, preaching, witnessing or
your own personal edification.
You'll find inspiration in every exercise—

° a panoramic view of the Old and New Testaments.

* a detailed revelation of God’s purpose for His people.

* an accurate analysis of important doctrines, significant biblical words and phrases.
It's all there for you to enjoy!

Learn and Grow. Get started on your own indepth study of God’s Word today.

@ MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE

CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL
820 NORTH LA SALLE DRIVE CHICAGO IL 60610

I'm interested! Please send me:

full information on the Scofield Bible
Course

a catalog describing all Moody
correspondence courses

Feb. 25, 1981, page 12.]

Personnel

Jones called by Greensburg
Greensburg (Ky.) Baptist Church has
called Darryl Jones as minister of
music. Prior to being called to the posi-
tion, Jones had done supply work at
Greensburg for several weeks.

McEwen becomes Fern Creek interim
Jack McEwen, dean of the School of

- Religious Education at Southern Semi-

nary, has accepted the call to become
interim pastor of Fern Creek Baptist
Church, Louisville.

McEwen, who will be leading the

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE . ZI
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS 5
The Moody Bible Insiitute admits students of any race; color, and national or ethnic origin. 634

BUILDING MONEY
AVAILABLE NOW!

If your Church is growing and
needs money to expand, we
can help. In spite of high
interest rates and tight credit,
there is a way to obtain
needed building funds. For
information about this plan,
contact:

SECURITY CHURCH FINANCE, INC.
DR. BEN BATES
(501) 727-5760

or CALL TOLL FREE:
1-800-231-0373

Ot
Qeks Fon S

Sunday morning, evening and Wednes-
day night services, has served in the
pastorate for several years.

Lawrence begins work at Bethel
Jimmy Lawrence has accepted the call
as pastor of Bethel Baptist Church,
Allen Association.

Lawrence and his family live in Smith
Grove.

Jones resigns South Fariston

Damon Jones, pastor of South Fariston
Baptist Church, Laurel River Associa-
tion, has resigned effective Mar. 15.

Elk Creek calls Allen as pastor
Gerald T. Allen has been called as
pastor of Elk Creek Baptist Church,
Long Run Association. He began his
ministry there Feb. 15 after receiving a
unanimous call.

A student at Boyce Bible School,
Allen is married to the former Linda
Throckmorton. The couple has one son.

AUTOS FOR SALE
Jeeps, Cars,

Trucks

available through government
agencies, many sell for under
$200.00. Call 602-941-8014
Ext. #5079 for your directory
on how to purchase.

28-01
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Kentucky Baptists aid 138 refugees

by Marv Knox, HMB

Southern Baptists sponsored a record
number of refugees in 1980 but refugee
resettlement officials say thousands of
sponsors still are needed to care for
homeless people from around the
world.

‘“We resettled 4031 people from 14
countries,’’ reported Hubert Hurt, di-
rector of trans-cultural outreach for the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.
That number eclipsed the 1979 record
total of 3100 refugees.

The Kentucky Baptist Convention re-
settled 138 refugees, ranking 10th in
resettlement among SBC state conven-
tions.

Hurt noted Southern Baptists ranked
first in the number of Indochinese refu-
gees sponsored (3338) among more
than 14 Christian denominations par-
ticipating in Church World Service, the
international resettlement agency. The
SBC ranked fourth among CWS par-
ticipants for resettlement of all na-
tionalities combined.

Reasons for the sponsorship increase
are numerous, HMB language workers
claim.

‘“There has been an increased aware-
ness of the needs of these people,”’ said
Randy Cash, HMB refugee resettle-
ment coordinator. ‘‘People have
learned about the refugees’ plight from
Baptist Press and their state papers.
Word has spread that the vast majority
of resettlement experiences have been
positive for the sponsors.

““The SBC attitude (toward refugees)
is positive,’’ he stated. .

Comprehension of the magnitude of
their situation also has expanded,
added Oscar Romo, director of the
HMB Language Missions Division.

‘“We moved from primarily settling
Indochinese to a world view of resettle-
ment,”’ Romo said. He noted that for
the first time Southern Baptists spon-
sored refugees from Afghanistan,
Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, the Soviet
Union and other countries.

I think Baptists have become sensi-
tive to people on a world-wide scale,”’
he remarked.

Resettlement also increased because
more people stormed the shores of the
United States last year, Hurt said. He
referred to the ‘‘freedom flotilla’’ of
Cubans which arrived in south Florida
and the massive influx of Haitians
during 1980, noting that Southern Bap-
tists sponsored 693 Cubans and Hai-
tians. ;

Hurt added the creation of two South-
ern Baptist refugee relief centers

That’s how much MORE money
Southern Baptists will have to

give if we are to meet this year’s
offering goal for home missions.

Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering National Goal
$17,250,000
Week of Prayer for
Home Missions
March 1-8, 1981

helped the denomination reach and re-
settle more people. The Miami center,
which is a joint venture of the board’s
Language Missions Division and Chris-
tian Social Ministries Department,
opened in October and primarily serves
Cubans and Haitians. Staffed by an all-
volunteer force the New York center
has reached refugees of many origins
since it opened in August.

Despite the achievements of 1980

mission leaders point out needs remain.

“‘Our greatest need continues to be
for sponsors,’”’ Romo declared. ‘“We
anticipate there’s going to be a con-
tinued influx of refugees.’’ He cited
reports of 25,000 Cubans who have per-
mission to leave their country at the
present time.

Cash reported the presence of more
than 400,000 Indochinese in Thai refu-
gee camps along the Thailand-Cam-
bodia border. He added refugees from
‘‘other parts of the world including
eastern Europe, the Soviet Union,

Africa, the Middle East and Latin
American countries in addition to Cuba
and Haiti will continue to seek refuge in
the United States.

““‘As worldwide tension increases, as

' governments are overthrown, as we

witness the rise of totalitarian govern-
ments, we're going to see more of this
(refugee influx),’” he predicted.

The escalation of the influx has
caused Hurt to question whether South-
ern Baptists will be up to the demands
of new people to sponsor.

“‘Our major concern is that we’re not

getting many churches which are
willing to accept anybody, not just a
specific family,”” he said. ‘‘There has
been a decline in this area because of
the economy and adverse publicity
(about Cuban resettlement) which has
affected all resettlement by several de-
nominations in recent months.”’

Nevertheless, Southern Baptists have
a biblical mandate to sponsor refugees,
Romo claimed.

““The people of God are to receive
strangers hospitably, ‘for by so doing,
some have entertained angels without
knowing it’,”’ he said, quoting Heb.
13:2. j
In light of such a mandate and press-
ing needs, Hurt urged Southern Bap-
tists to look inward.

““We need to look at our own mis-
sionary concern to see how genuine it
is,”” he explained. ‘‘We may be willing
to go overseas, but will we care for the
foreigner who comes to our own land?"’

WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER

or FIBERGLASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS

® STEEPLES

e WALL CROSSES
® STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS

® BAPTISTRIES

® BAPTISTRY HEATERS

Henderson, Texas 75652

A/C 214 657-6522 Box 210

DAVID GARRARD
Minister-Magician

SUNESIS from

APRIL 3 & 4, 1981

STATE

YOUTH EVANGELISM

CONFERENCE

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY

Contemporary Christian Music
by

Cdnference Schedule:
FRIDAY, APRIL 3 - 7:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, APRIL 4 - 9:

&

Cumberland College

30 a.m.

1:30 p.m.

GERALDINE & RICKY
Ventriloquist

MIKE COPEN
Completed Jew

No Registration Required

Jay Brown, Director of Department of Evangelism, Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Billy refused stadium use

Mexican government officials have

done an about face and will not allow a
government-owned stadium to be used
for the Billy Graham Crusade Mar. 1-8.

According to Mexican Baptist spokes-
men the government official who re-
voked permission for the use of 60,000-
seat INDE Stadium was apologetic and
cordial as he cited constitutional provi-
sions for strong separation of church
and state which prohibit use of public
facilities for religious purposes.

Those regulations, however, were re-
laxed last year when Pope John Paul II
visited Mexico, and, as a result,
crusade organizers sought and obtained
permission to use the public stadium
for the Graham crusade.

ALUMINUM SIDING, quality work. Call Colville
Aluminum Exterior Decorators (502) 425-3102. tf

PEWS — Contemporary Solid walnut pews. $8-
$10 per/ft. 200 seating capacity. Beechland Bap-
tist Church, Louisville, KY 40258. 502-935-1313.

3-11-00

PAINTING — Baptistry Murals Painted. 12 years
experience. Many references available. Ken Wes-
ley, 218 Jasper Street, Somerset, KY 42501. 606-
679-6581. 4-1-01

FOR SALE — Baldwin Organ, 16 years old, ideal
for home or small church. Speaker in console and
two floor external speakers. All for $600. Call
(502) 223-7601. 3-11-01

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Baptist Forum

Iowa looks for executive

The Iowa Southern Baptist Fellowship
is currently seeking responsible candi-
dates for executive director/treasurer.
If interested contact E. Stanley
Jones, Chairman, Search Committee,
ISBF, Box 130, Denison, IA.
E. Stanley Jones, Denison, iowa

FULL TIME church secretary needed. Basic skills
required. Salary commensurate. Pleasant condi-
tions. Send resume to Box 1987, Louisville, KY
40280. 18-00

PAINTING. Pastor offers services to paint baptis-
try scenes. Qualifications and references on re-
quest. Write: Painting, Box 6, Rockport, KY
42369. Call: 1-502-274-4976. 25-01

WANTED—Books—all kinds, including theolog-
ical, good prices, write; Books, Box 36, Wilmore;
Ky. 40390. call 1-606-858-4234. 3-4-01

REFERENCES—Ministers and Churches— Help
with your personnel placement needs. write:
PREFERENCE, 9669 Pecos St., Denver, Colorado
80221. 3-4-01

[ === === e L [P-AND MAIL TODAY ————————————y

WESTERN RECORDER
CHARTER EXPRESS

ONLY 40 SPACES
AVAILABLE

L i e e e e A P AND M AL TODAY et i e ]

Name:

Address:

City: State Zip
Ph. No. No. in Party

To Southern Baptist Convention

JUNE 4-16

Low as $39050

For more information write:
TRAVEL
Western Recorder
Box 43401
Middletown, KY 40243
OR SEND:

$100.00 DEPOSIT FOR EACH
RESERVATION.

3 Lines

Classified Coupon
3 Weeks

Write your own classified ad on this coupon and send it to us with
your payment. No ads taken by phone. All ads must be written in
spaces below. Each ad must be on a separate coupon.

Classification (For Sale, For Rent, etc.)
Write your ad below, including the phone number or address you want in your ad.

13 Dollars

$13.00
$13.50 $14.00 -$14.50 $15.00 $15.50
Your Name
Mail to: Western Recorder Address
Box 43401
Middietown, KY 40243 Ph

'—————————.———_.——-.'———————-————-—-————-

|

(R ————— S et DR R

[ R ——————————=—— = A e ———

Sunday School Lessons

MARCH 15, 1981

H. C. Chiles

QUESTIONS OF PRIORITY International Series

Matthew 22:15-32 The schemers: The Pharisees were the most strict and orthodox
sect of Jews. They were proud, boastful of their good deeds and strict adherents to
traditional beliefs. To them, the traditions of their fathers were more important than
divine revelation. They hated Christ. The Herodians were a political, not a religious
party. In this respect they were the very opposite of the Pharisees. Religiously they
were skeptics. They believed the dominion of the Romans over the Jews was just.
The Sadduccees were the rationalists and materialists of that day. In their estima-
tion there was no place for repentance, faith or forgiveness. They taught that the
existence of angels and a bodily resurrection were illusions. They denied miracles,
resurrection of the physical body and reality of the judgment.

The scheme: Even though these three groups of schemers were at great variance,
they met and concocted a scheme to lure Christ into self-incrimination. Their
scheme was to ask a question of Christ that, regardless of how he might answer it,
would bring upon him the hatred of the populace or the punishment of the secular
authorities.

The surprise: Seeing through their trickery and duplicity, Christ turned to the hypo-
critical questioners and said, ‘‘Shew me the tribute money.”’ Christ’s statement,
‘‘Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the
things that are God’s,’’ truly surprised and shocked them. Just as the coin bore the
image of Caesar and was to be rendered unto him, so they bore the image of God
and therefore were under obligations to yield their lives unto him.

JESUS‘ OPENNESS TO ALL Life and Work Series

. The healing of Bartimaeus—Luke 18:35-42 . Christ had alarge group accompanying

him on the pilgrimage to attend the feast of the Passover in Jerusalem. They arrived at
the outskirts of Jericho where a poor blind beggar, Bartimaeus, sat. He was incapable
of earning a livelihood from useful employment because of his physical handicap.
When he was informed that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by he leapt to his feet
and cried loudly, ‘‘Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me’’! The Saviour
stopped and commanded the man be brought to him. When Bartimaeus approached
Christ, the Saviour calmly asked, ‘“What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee?”’ Witgh-

“out-any hesitation Bartimaeus responded, ‘‘Lord, that I may receive my sight.’’

At the word of Christ, ‘‘Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee,’’ the man
received both salvation and sight. ‘

The saving of Zacchaeus—Luke 19:2-7, 10 This passage portrays a shameful sin-
ner, Zacchaeus. He was a Jew, publican, extortioner, money-lover and social
outcast. Being so short he could not see over the heads of others, Zacchaeus ran
ahead of the crowd and climbed a tree along the way Christ was traveling. When
Jesus arrived at that tree he stopped, looked up and said, ‘‘Zacchaeus, make haste,
and come down; for today I must abide at thy house.’’ Zacchaeus quickly de-
scended from the tree and joyfully received the Saviour into his heart and house.
Even though Christ’s act of accepting Zacchaeus’ hospitality provoked harsh criti-
cism and bitter opposition on the part of the crowd of bystanders, Jesus ignored
both their-criticism and their opposition.

% Ministering to the

children of the 80's
We do what we plan to do

by Harold Holderman,
Development Assistant

Living on a tobacco farm in the central part of the state, my family had very little to
give to the church most Sundays. My parents were committed to the church and by
careful planning we always had a gift on Sunday. My mother’s gift often was eggs,
butter, a freshly dressed chicken or whatever she had in the cellar or smokehouse
for the pastor and his family or the evangelist. Through her planning, she always
was able to have a gift which was a part of her and our family’s worship and
ministry. : _ . '

When Jesus asked his disciples to take up their cross and follow him, he was
speaking about their becoming involved, about their commitment and their plan-
ning as to what they were going to do with their lives and resources.

While I was serving as director of Glen Dale Children’s Home, a gentleman in
his 80’s passed away. When his will was read, he had left his meager resources to
the ministry of Glen Dale. He did not have much to give, but through his commit-
ment and planning and personal sacrifice, he was able to make a contribution of a
few thousand dollars which continue to minister to young people who have special
needs the Kentucky Baptist child care ministry can provide.

This past fall as I began to visit friends of the child care ministry relative to the
building program at Spring Meadows and Glen Dale, I visited with a widow who has
meager resources and income. Before my visit with her came to an end, she pre-
sented me with a check and committed herself to two additional gifts when she sold
her tobacco and cattle from the small farm she owns. In today’s mail there was an
encouraging letter and a check. Since that visit, this widow and her family have
contributed approximately a thousand dollars to the building program at Glen Dale.
This widow gave because she is committed to her Lord, to his church and to his
ministry. She planned and realized that when you minister to others in the name of
Jesus Christ you, indeed, are involved in his ministry.

As we look at ourselves today, is our commitment to our Lord, his church and his
ministry? What plans do we have relative to our income and resources? Are they
committed to God and his purposes today and in the future? ;
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Qlear Qreek Comments

D.M. Aldridge, President
Clear Creek Baptist School
Pineville, Ky. 40977

Founders Day

We had the first Founders Day service at Clear Creek Baptist School recently. It
was a good day, informative and helpful to all. It is amazing to me how few people
are left around here who knew the founders of our school, so I see a need for this
type of program and want to share some of the highlights with you.

During the program I gave a nostalgic look back into the school’s history and a
firm plege of continuing to train adults for Christian service.

I was able to give brief sketches of school founders L. C. Kelly, R. P. Mahon and
John Carter.

Kelly was at that time pastor of First Baptist Church, Pineville, and also served
as the school’s first president. We have his ‘‘preaching coat’’ which I displayed and
his Bible which he purchased in 1917.

A former missionary to Mexico, R. P. Mahon served as pastor of First Baptist
Church, Lake Charles, La. He was instrumental in establishing the New Orleans
Baptist Hospital and Baptist Bible Institute which is now New Orleans Theological
Seminary. When Mahon retired from BBI he became pastor of First Baptist Church,
London, Ky. After serving London he again retired to come to Clear Creek until his
final retirement in 1949.

Pictures of Kelly and Mahon were displayed on the platform along with books
written by Carter, who taught several years here. He is author of a harmony of the
gospels and a book on Christian doctrines.

Clear Creek would not be here today if it had not been for the love and dedication
of t(};ese and other fine men who gave themselves to the task of teaching God-called
students.

Among our guests for that day’s service were two trustees, J. C. Helton, who was
saved and baptized during Kelly’s Pineville ministry, and Charles Grace, whose
marriage was performed by Kelly in 1953. ‘

Other guests recognized were W. B. Bingham, Mr. arid Mrs. Dudley Pomeroy,
and Charles Jones, Pineville First Baptist Church pastor.

To paraphrase part of the book of Hebrews, ‘‘What shall I say more, for time will
fail me if I tell of Haight, Hastings, Kee, Brown, Baldridge, Smith and other Clear
(C}r(iiek professors, staff and friends who through faith advanced the kingdom of

ad_ "

Come by Clear Creek School and see the wonderful things God has wrought
through the work begun in 1926. ;

KBC Activities

Here and now

MARCH .
6-7 State Library Retreat. Barren River Lake State Resort Park, Lucas, KY
42156. Friday, 7 p.m. to Saturday noon. Make reservations with the park.
For information contact Church Library, KBC
7 State Handbell Festival, Lexington, Inmanuel Baptist Church. 9 a.m. to

5 p.m. Register with Music Dept., KBC _

8-15 Youth Week in churches. Ideas and suggestions in Youth Week Pack 81
(Ch. undated literature order form). Additional help in March Church
Training Magazine

Looking ahead

MARCH
13 Adult/Youth Music Festival. Lexington, Porter Memorial Baptist Church
14 Children’s Music Festival. Lexington, Porter Memorial Baptist Church
Minister of Education Retreat. Cedarmore. 1:30 on 19th through 3 p.m. on
20th. Sponsored by Church Administration. Contact Vernon Cole, KBC.
Reservations made with Cedarmore
23-24 Area Vacation Bible School Clinics. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for Associational
VBS Teams
23 —Mayfield, First Baptist Church and Earlington, First Baptist Church
24—Bowling Green, First Baptist Church
27 Adult/Youth Music Festivals. Ft. Mitchell, Ft. Mitchell Baptist Church
and Louisville, Victory Memorial Baptist Church
27 All Ages Music Festivals. Pineville, First Baptist Church; Franklin; First
Baptist Church; Somerset, First Baptist Church
Youth Bible Drill and Speakers’ Tournament. Cedarmore. Friday evening
through Saturday afternoon. To select Kentucky’s representatives at Ridge-
" crest in SBC Youth Bible Drill and Speakers’ Tournament
28 Children’s Music Festivals. Ft. Mitchell, Ft. Mitchell Baptist Church and
Louisville, Midlane Park Baptist Church
Area Vacation Bible School Clinics. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For Associational
VBS Teams :
30—Stanford, First Baptist Church; Paintsville, First Baptist Church
31—Lexington, Porter Memorial Baptist Church and Corbin, First Baptist
Church

27-28

30-31

The Child Care, Clear Creek and Oneida columns are paid space.

Oneida Joumal

Our mission ministry

Barkley Moore, President ‘ \
Oneida Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

As I write this, a devoutly Catholic father and mother are watching our hour long
film with their youngest son. They left home 12 hours ago to drive to Kentucky.
Their son has made some poor friends in his local school, and they are not pleased
with the quality of education. They spent nearly $300 in long distance calls seeking
the best place for their son.

Oneida was recommended to them. Learning that Oneida was ‘‘Baptist,”’ thev
sought the help and advice of their local priest. He, too, recommended Oneida.

‘‘But, Father, what about all our Catholic schools?’’ the parents asked. The
priest’s reply, according to the parents, ‘‘Yes, but we have no schools doing the job -
Oneida is doing.”’

I am always surprised when this sort of thing happens. But I shouldn’t be. It
happens often. Some of our most outstanding students have been boys and girls
from Catholic homes. -

. Many have entered our school and heard the gospel preached daily in our chapel
services and twice on Sundays. All who have graduated from Oneida have had at
least one year of Bible taught by a dedicated and conservative Baptist. Many have
made professions of faith and have been baptized into our Baptist fellowship, born
anew in Christ.

Seven years ago a Catholic nun called from northern Kentucky asking many
questions about our program. She was interested in a young girl coming to our
school. Finally I asked, ‘‘Sister, you do understand that we aré a Baptist school,
don’t you?”’ ‘

I will never forget her reply, ‘‘Oh, yes. By the way, are you those people who
don’t believe in dancing?’’ I rejoined, ‘‘The very people!’’ The girl came and was a
jewel. :

Two years ago a brother and sister came to us from a large Kentucky city. They
were of Catholic tradition. But, the father and mother had divorced. Two ‘‘mixed
up’’ children, much involved in ‘‘pot’’ smoking, were casualties. Within four
months the girl made a profession of faith. Her mother, true to her Catholic tradi-
tion, would not give her permission to be baptized into our church. Some months
later the mother relented.

From the day of her profession we had a different girl. She looked different. She
was different. She had a big, happy smile reflecting the beauty of Christ within her
life. Eight months and many struggles later, her brother followed in a declaration of
faith and baptism. -

Two wonderful brothers came to us this year. Only a year apart in age, I am
reminded of the Old ‘‘Mutt and Jeff’” comic strip. One is about six feet tall and the
other about five feet tall with a much smaller build. Their mother is a Catholic. She
was trying to raise the boys alone in a big-city environment. They are fine academ-
ically, active athletically, and do a lot in our craft program. .

Their mother became concerned that the boys could not have confessional and
Mass. I never excuse any student from daily chapel or from our two Sunday
services, regardless of their background. But I did tell the mother they could go to
Mass on Saturday evenings if the priest would travel the 64 miles of driving to get
them to the Catholic church and back.

The priest didn’t come the first Saturday. The next Saturday the boys hid when
he did come, and could not be found! I guess the boys figured seven worship
services weekly in our school are enough.

Frank Owen

Old Bracken Church

Last August this column told about Old Bracken Baptist Church (sometimes called
‘‘Old Minerva’’) founded by Lewis Craig in 1793 at Minerva, Kentucky.

. We have previously made known the wish of many to find a way to preserve the
sacred historic Baptist site where Craig did his last work and where his remains
have rested beside his wife since 1825.

It isn’t quite clear whether the renowned frontiersman-preacher-builder, built the
old, well-proportioned, columned brick structure that now serves as a tobacco ware-
house, but much of his handiwork is still in evidence.

History first portrays Craig as a founder of Baptist work in Virginia where he is
declared to have been jailed repeatedly as Baptists were persecuted for their then
illegal church customs in that early state Church Colony.

Finally, Craig led what history knows as the ‘‘Travelling Church”’ (about 600
people, including kith and kin) through the Cumberland Gap, selling their goods to
make their way as they trekked deeper into Kentucky territory. Trading post com-
munities and churches followed their trail, like Lancaster, originally ‘‘Craig’s Sta-
tion.”” He founded South Elkhorn Church and the first (Elkhorn) Baptist Association
in Kentucky.

Craig’s amazing life journey &nds at Old Bracken Church in Mason County. Both
the story, the building, and the witness deserve to be restored and re-activated.

Bracken Association has voted to buy the site for $18,000. Volunteer workers
intend to shore up the roof; replace windows and doors and sufficiently improve the
building to activate a work there in the Minerva Community where we have none.
Further funds will be needed.

My earlier column asked for no money. Two volunteer contributions totalled
$750.00. Now we are asking for such gifts to help Bracken Association get under
way with a noble and potentially big, long-term project that deserves generous
special gifts.
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Conference reservations are growing

by David Haywood

First day mail at Southern Baptists’ two
national conference centers contained
requests for more than 41,000 reserva-
tions for summer conference weeks and
marked an increase over 1980 requests.

Both Ridgecrest (N. C.) and Glorieta,
(N. M.) began accepting reservations
for summer conferences Feb. 1. Be-
cause Feb. 1 fell on Sunday, mail post-
marked Feb. 1 or Feb. 2 was counted
this year as first day mail.

First day mail for Ridgecrest con-
tained 1493 letters requesting reserva-
tions for 20,110 people, an increase of
16.5 percent over last year. Glorieta
received 1660 letters for 21,218 reser-

vations, an increase. of 20 percent over
1980. :
Enough requests were received to fill
10 weeks of Centrifuge youth camp at
Ridgecrest and eight weeks at Glorieta.
Other weeks expected to fill early are
Music Week and all three Sunday
School Weeks at both conference cen-
ters and Student Week at Glorieta.
Officials at both centers said waiting
lists are maintained and people are
notified as cancellations are received.
‘‘At first we were a little skeptical
about the summer because the mail was
50 slow, but we are real pleased at the
final count from the first day and look
forward to a good summer,’’ said Bill
Hendricks, Glorieta business manager.

Carol Ann Henderson, head of reser-
vations at Ridgecrest, said care is exer-
cised to assure fairness in processing
reservations. ‘‘As the mail comes in we
sort it according to the date stamped by
the post office. Then we receipt the
deposit and arrange the requests by
conferences,’’ she explained.

Requests are not processed for five
working days after the opening date for
reservations so all mail with a first day
postmark will have equal chance for
available space.

‘‘After five days we shuffle the re-
quests and begin trying to fill each re-
quest,”’ explained Mrs. Henderson. “‘It
is all done by hand and takes at least
five days for two people to just go
through the first day’s mail.”’

According to Mrs. Henderson, every
request has an equal chance for receiv-
ing the accommodations they request.
‘““We treat all letters the same whether
they spend seven dollars for special
delivery or just 15 cents for a first class
stamp. It is the date on the postmark
that counts, not the order they arrive.’’

These reservation totals do not
include the priority and faculty reserva-
tions made in January.

Priority certificates are mailed each
fall to those groups who remained on
the waiting list for the previous summer
after the 60-day cutoff date for deposit
refunds on confirmed reservations. The
certificates allow the holder to request
summer reservations in January for the
same number of people and for the
same week they were unable to get last
year. -

Of the 1029 certificates sent last fall
by both conference centers, less than
half were redeemed in January.

Reservations are still available at
both Ridgecrest and Glorieta and will
be filled on a first-come first-served
basis.
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