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George Wallace reflects
on his own shooting,
Reagan’s, before Baptist
publicrelations group

George Wallace, treating his stage as a pulpit, told a
racially mixed Baptist group he holds no animosity
toward the man who shot him nine years ago, ending
his national political career and putting him forever in
a wheelchair.

‘I have forgiven him and prayed to God he has
asked forgiveness for himself because you cannot
enter the kingdom of God holding animosity toward
another individual,’’ said Wallace, wounded in Mary-
land while campaigning for the presidency.

Wallace, governor of Alabama for five years before
he was shot, or ‘‘standing up’’ as he said, and gov-
ernor for nearly seven years ‘‘sitting down,’’ sur-
prised a joint session of the Baptist Public Relations
Association and a regional meeting of churches in
transitional communities with an address that was
more nearly a sermon.

He told the crowd of 300 in Birmingham, Ala. the
shooting taught him the frailty of human life. ‘‘One
moment you are in perfectly good health and in the
twinkling of an eye you can be dead,’’ he said. ‘‘In
the twinkling of an eye you can be paralyzed.

‘T was not the man I should have been,’’ before the
assassination attempt, he said. ‘‘I learned you should
be ready to go at any moment by surrendering your
heart to Jesus Christ and asking him to forgive you.’’

Wallace, a noted segregationist during his days as
a powerful Southern politician, said the old way in the
South is gone forever. Those who defended the old
way thought it right, but were mistaken, he
surmised.

Now the danger of rising racism is not in overt
groups like the Ku Klux Klan and the American Nazi
Party but “‘in the latent racism in the hearts of people
who do not have the saving grace of Jesus Christ,”’” he
declared.

Those groups who use the Bible to defend their
racism are ‘‘deadly wrong,’’ said Wallace, who spoke
for only a few minutes to the public relations group on
the power of persuasion, then answered questions.
“‘There is nothing in the Bible to indicate you can get
in heaven by hating anyone because of race, color,
creed or national origin.”’

Wallace feels vindicated, though saddened, by
national events, particularly the emergency of crime.
The warnings he voiced alone in 1968 and 1972 cam-
paigns that crime would make people captives in their
own homes ‘‘are now the conventional wisdom of
everyone,’”’ he exclaimed.

Despite the attempt on his own life and the shoot-
ing of President Ronald Reagan, Wallace would not
speak in favor of handgun controls because he said
criminals do not obey regulations anyway. He did say
if something had been done 100 years ago ‘‘to stop
the proliferation of handguns we might not have the
problem today.’’

Wallace, who lives in constant pain from his injury,
stayed on stage after his address to listen to a sermon
by Emmanuel McCall, director of the black church
relations department of the Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board. After McCall spoke on the sufficient
grace of Christ, he and Wallace embraced and
Wallace was wheeled out.

Scripture Sharing delayed

The first printing of 400,000 copies of ‘‘The
Road to Life,”’ the book of Romans for the
KBC Scripture Sharing plan, has sold out!
The second printing of 200,000 is in the
process. Back orders from KBC churches and
associations will be shipped Apr. 24. Jay
Brown, KBC evangelism director, says he
regrets that some programs will be delayed
but this is as fast as the American Bible
Society could get a reprint.

Assassination attempt elicits
comments by Daley, others

by Dan Martin, Baptist Press

Southern Baptists, like Americans everywhere, re-
sponded with dismay, sadness, shock—and
prayer—to the ‘‘ghastly’’ attempted assassination of
President Ronald Reagan.

R. Keith Parks, president of the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board, led prayer over the public
address system of the Richmond-based agency,
praying for the President, the three other wounded
men, their families and the accused assassin and his
family.

In Jackson, Miss., William G. Tanner, president of
the Home Mission Board, interrupted revival services
at Alta Woods Baptist Church to lead the congrega-
tion in prayer for the quick recovery of the President
and his three companions.

Reagan was shot in the chest as he left a speaking
engagement in Washington, D. C., Mar. 30 and

- Mission boards capture

most BPRA awards

The Southern Baptist Home and Foreign Mission
Boards dominated the annual awards competition of
the Baptist Public Relations Association in Birming-
ham, Ala., Mar. 29-Apr. 1.

The home board collected 11 of 62 awards while the
foreign board took 10.

The Baptist Sunday School Board garnered four
awards, and seven other organizations gained three
each: Baptist World Alliance, Baptist State Conven-
tion of North Carolina, Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, University of Richmond, Baylor
University, Baptist Medical Center of Birmingham,
and Word and Way, the journal of the Missouri Bap-
tist Convention.

For the second year, David Wilkinson won the top
prize for journalists, the Frank Burkhalter Award, for
his feature article ‘‘Resurgence of the Ku Klux
Klan.”” Wilkinson, now a student at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, wrote the article while a staff
member of the SBC Brotherhood Commission.

The other major awards, which included a plaque
and a $50 cash prize, went to Robert O’Brien of the
FMB, Walker L. Knight and Everett Hullum, both of
the HMB, and Linda T. Brown of Baptist World
Alliance.

O’Brien won the Arthur Davenport Award for over-
all excellence in public relations.

Hullum was named the denomination’s best pho-
tographer, winning the Fon H. Scofield Award for
significant achievement in photography.

Mexican Bible Institute,
Southwestern Seminary
discuss possible merger

Trustees of Mexican Baptist Bible Institute and
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary have ap-
proved recommendations to explore the possibility of
a merger between the institutions.

Trustees of the San Antonio institution, owned by
the Baptist General Convention of Texas, proposed
the merger because ‘‘we have reached a point where
we are at a crossroads,’’ said Daniel J. Rivera, MBBI
president.

Lloyd Elder, executive vice president in charge of
long-range planning for the seminary, said the insti-
tutions have the same primary purpose, to ‘‘train men
and women for the Christian ministry.’’

At present MBBI has 149 students from 22 states
and nine foreign nations. The physical plant consists
of eight buildings situated on 12% acres in southeast
San Antonio. MBBI has an operating budget of
$500,000.

underwent surgery for removal of a bullet from his
left lung.

Three other persons— press secretary James Brady,
secret service agent Tim McCarthy and District of
Columbia policeman Thomas Delahanty —were more
seriously injured.

Lynn P. Clayton, editor of the Baptist Message,
journal of the Louisiana Baptist Convention, com-
mented the United States ‘‘united in prayer’’ for the
wounded men. ‘‘God answered that prayer,’’ Clayton
said, ‘‘. . . in the fact the President will not be
incapacitated for long. And while the prognosis for
Jim Brady at first was terrible, after a night filled
with prayer by Christian people, he is showing strong
recovery.’’

Across the convention, leaders responded to the
event.

Harold C. Bennett, executive director-treasurer of
the SBC Executive Committee, commented: ‘‘I am
heartbroken and extremely disappointed that such a
tragedy happened. We have prayed for President
Reagan and the other victims, and extend our deep
concern to each family. My prayer is that God will
help us as a nation at this critical time in our history.”’

SBC president Bailey E. Smith of Del City, Okla.,
immediately wrote to the White House ‘‘expressing
deep regret and sincere prayer.”’

Violence and its causes also drew comment from
some Southern Baptists.

Harry N. Hollis Jr., a staff member of the SBC
Christian Life Commission, commented:

‘“As Christians, the place to begin understanding
such an act is in the reality of sin and evil. The
taproot of violence is sin. This is not a time to engage
in guilt-ridden breast beating but rather a time to
share the good news that Jesus Christ can change
individuals and energize those individuals to do
something to change our ‘shoot-em-up’ society.”’

C. R. Daley, editor of Western Recorder, noted the
assassination try reflects ‘‘the price we pay for being
a free and open people . . . of putting very few
restrictions on individual liberties. Such a thing could
not happen in a country like Russia but I think it is
better to live in an open society and to take these
kinds of risks than to live in a rigidly controlled
society.”’

Daley also urged some sort of gun control: ‘‘I do
not favor registration of all guns, but this shows we
are far too careless in the ownership of handguns.”’

Gene Clark, missionary, |
former state pastor, dies

Southern Baptist missignary Gene Clark, 54, died
Mar. 28 in Tokyo of an apparent heart attack.

He had been general evangelist with Chofu Baptist
Church, Tokyo, since . L
1974.

Clark, appointed in
1956, was chaplain and a
teacher at Seinan Gaku-
in, a Baptist boys’ school
in Fukuoka, Japan, and a
general evangelist there
until 1965.

Clark was born in
Asheville, N. C., but
grew up in Avon Park,
Fla. He was graduated
from Baylor University,
Waco, Tex., and South- : .
ern Baptist Theological Clark
Seminary, Louisville, with the BD degree.

Before missionary appointment, Clark was assistant
pastor of Harmony Baptist Church, Louisville, and
pastor of Rolling Fork Baptist Church, Nelsonville.

He is survived by his wife, the former Dorothy
Lawhon of Avon Park; five children, a brother and

N

- sister.




Earnestly contend for the faith
which was once for all delivered
to the saints. —Jude 3
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C. R. Daley

America pays a high price
for a free and open society

Another attempted assassination of an American
president! It’s outrageous, shocking and incredi-
ble. One in a century would be terrible enough
but one president killed, two assassination
attempts on another president, one presidential
candidate killed, another presidential candidate
maimed for life and now another president
narrowly escaping assassination all within the
lifetime of today’s high school seniors are
shameful.

Why America, of all places? We have prob-
ably the most stable government in the world—
no bands of political terrorists, no political revo-
lutions, no government overthrows or military
coups. How ironic that other countries with all of
these have fewer assassination attempts, at least
that we hear about.

This is just the point and is part of the ex-
planation. The United States is a free, demo-
cratic society based upon a commitment to
maximum individual freedoms. We put as little
or least restraint on individuals as any country in
the world. We can buy as many guns as we
want, transport them freely across state lines
with other possessions and stand within murder-
ing range of any president who makes personal
appearances. As has been truthfully said there is
no way in our free society to completely protect a
president from a determined assassin.

Should we change our system? Should streets
traveled by the president be cleared of all spec-
tators? Should presidents be required to wear
bullet proof clothing? Should presidents in
public appearances speak from a bullet proof
enclosure? Should all spectators at presidential
appearances be whisked?

No. To make a president 100 percent safe from
a would-be assassin would be almost impossible
in a free society. The changes required to do so
would change us into a police state. This kind of
cure would be worse than the sickness. The
danger of assassination of national leaders is the
price we pay for an open and free society.

This is not to say more precautions should not
be exercised and that chances of what happened
on Mar. 30 cannot be reduced. Easy and wide-
spread ownership of handguns has to be called
into question in our age of violence. This would-
be assassin of President Reagan was found with
three handguns in his possession last year and

soon thereafter purchased two more in Dallas.

As a hunter and a defender of my home and
family, I would not favor strict control of all
kinds of guns but some national policy of re-
straint and control of the so-called ‘‘Sunday
night special’’ is overdue.

It is true that determined criminals will get

Daley Observations

guns one way or another but it surely ought not
be as easy as it was for John W. Hinckley Jr.
and for most murderers today.

Society as a whole cannot be judged by a few
sick and demented individuals like presidential
assassins but violence is in epidemic stage today
and it is not discouraged by our growingly per-
missive society and our leniency for criminals,
including murderers.

If capital punishment has a place as some of
us believe, it’s amazing that the assassin of
Robert Kennedy is alive and seeking parole and
that President Kennedy’s assassin would prob-
ably be alive if not murdered by Jack Ruby.
Other would-be assassins of presidents and
presidential candiates have paid no higher price
than going to prison. Demented persons like
presidential assassins probably would not be
deterred by thoughts of punishment but swift
and certain justice would discourage many mur-
derers of our day. Let us pray this assassination
attempt will shock us into doing something about
today’s permissive spirit.

This bizarre event has theological implica-
tions for believers as do all events. Demonic
powers became incarnate in a twisted mind but a
divine providence overruled demonic powers and
the victims were spared. This means the forces
for good are ultimately stronger than the forces
of evil and this would be true no matter how this
event had turned out. This is our reason for
gratitude to a loving God and our basis for hope
in the ultimate triumph of good.

Cooperation is not the
same as conformity

For Baptists cooperation and conformity are not
the same and we better. never forget it. Most
Baptists believe in cooperation but few believe in
conformity. Cooperation flourishes on
voluntarism while conformity depends upon
pressure and even coercion.

Early Baptists in England, on the continent
and in America were rugged nonconformists.
They rebelled vigorously against all forms of
pressure to conform and loved their inde-
pendence and autonomy so dearly that they were
very reluctant to ever join any organizational
structure of churches.

Common interests in Christian education and
missions brought these independent Baptists
together but only after full assurance was given
that their joint endeavors would be on a volun-
tary basis and not upon any power of the organ-
ization to dictate or to regulate churches. This is

- clearly reflected in one statement that often was

the first article in constitutions of associations
and conventions of churches. ‘‘This organization
shall exercise no authority over the churches that
compose it.”’

If this emphasis upon voluntarism is so deeply
ingrained in Baptists, why bring it up? Because
there is always a tendency to confuse coopera-
tion with conformity. The larger and more suc-
cessful any organization becomes, the stronger
the tendency to centralize authority and to de-
velop a model for all members to follow.

Southern Baptists have not escaped this ten-
dency. In our early days of denominational co-
operation, Baptist churches were a strange and
varied lot but more and more the idea of an ideal
church has evolved and by now we tend to judge
churches and also their pastors by this model.

We are even prone to regard churches as non-
cooperative if they do not conform to the model.

There’s nothing wrong with this concept of a
model Baptist church. In fact it’s a beautiful
thing to behold and achieving this ideal is a
worthy objective. The fact, however, is that all
churches and pastors don’t agree on the model.
In some instances a special situation demands a
different model, in other instances a pastor’s
priorities don’t fit the ideal. A model church in
one community might not be a model church in
another community.

It’s noteworthy that some of our largest and
most successful Baptist churches today don’t
quite fit the ideal. They don’t give enough of
their income through the Cooperative Program,
they support non-convention affiliated institu-
tions, start their own schools or otherwise
deviate from the model. It has even been sug-
gested that a church’s Cooperative Program
record be included in its pastor’s qualifications
for convention office.

The next step in the cult of conformity is to
begin referring to those that don’t fit the model
as ‘‘they’’ and those that do fit it as ‘‘we.’’ This
leads to factionalism and strife.

There is an element of this in the current
Southern Baptist situation. The last two South-
ern Baptist Convention presidents and their
churches have been questioned for not fitting the
model. In the case of president Bailey Smith and
Del City Baptist Church it was the low percent-
age giving through the Cooperative Program. In
the case of former president Adrian Rogers and
Bellevue Baptist Church it was strong support of
a non-convention affiliated seminary. Granted
that these pastors and churches don’t fit the
model perfectly at every point, they are great
cooperating churches and have every right to
order their own ways. Such churches are never
to be made to feel they are on the fringe be-
cause they don’t cross their ‘‘t’s’’ and dot their
‘“1’s’’ the same way the model Southern Baptist
church does. :

A model as applied to churches is all right if it
always is in the state of becoming and never
static. The fastest growing Baptist churches
today are those not bound by traditional models
but which are always searching for and trying
different and innovative ways of doing things.
Some of these innovations may turn us off or
may fail but those that work often are eventu-
ally adopted as a part of the model.

We must remember that conformity more
nearly fits a hierarchical church system but
Baptist churches are a rich and wide variety
where only voluntary cooperation can work.
Churches, not the denomination, decide who co-
operates. If we forget this, as we are prone to
do, we're in trouble.

Baptist Forum

Anybody qualified for NM?

The New Mexico Baptist Foundation is searching for a
man who is qualified to be director of the Department
of Foundation and Church Loan Ministries. If you
know of someone with qualifications for this position,
the search committee would be pleased to receive
your recommendation. Please contact Richard G.
Elkins, New Mexico Baptist Foundation, Box 485,
Albuquerque, NM 87103.

Richard E. Elkins, Albuquerque, NM
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D. L. Meador honored

by C. R. Daley, Editor

The Woman’s Missionary Union of
Blackford Association sponsored an
appreciation night Mar. 31 for pastors
and the associational director of mis-
sions, D. A. Meador. It was the first
such observance and was attended by a
crowd which overflowed the Hawesville
Baptist sanctuary.

Mrs. Beverly Kennedy, associational
WMU director, presided. She present-
ed each pastor and read a brief bio-
graphical sketch while representatives
from his church stood. Steve Shumaker
and Stephen Boyd presented special
music.

The main feature of the program was
a ‘‘This Is Your Life’’ recognition of
Meador. Participating were Meador’s
minister brother, Ezra Meador; C. L.
Hardcastle, former pastor of Hawes-
ville; Mrs. Thelma Crowley, a long time
Vacation Bible School worker with

Meador; Wallace Morris, Bowling
Green evangelist whose ministry has
been greatly influenced by Meador; and
A. B. Colvin, Kentucky Baptist mis-
sion director during most of the years of
Meador’s service.

Meador is the associational mission-
ary in Kentucky with the longest ten-
ure—37 years. Before becoming mis-
sion director in 1945 he was pastor of
several churches in the association. He
is a graduate of Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary.

The climax of the recognition was the
presentation by Mrs. Kennedy of a set
of keys to a 1981 automobile to Mr. and
Mrs. Meador. The automobile was a
gift from the churches and friends of
the Meadors.

A reception for the Meadors in the
social hall of the church followed the
service of appreciation.

Crescent Hill calls pastor

Crescent Hill Baptist Church, Louis-
ville, has extended a call to H. Stephen
Shoemaker, 32, pastor of Beverly Hills
Baptist Church, Asheville, N. C., as its
pastor. He has accepted effective May
17

A native of Statesville, N. C., Shoe-
maker grew up in Charlotte where his
father was and is minister of music at
Pritchard Memorial Baptist Church. He
received the BA degree from Stetson
University, DeLand, Fla., in 1970, at-
tended Southeastern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Wake Forest, N. C., and
graduated from Union Theological
Seminary, New York City, with the
MDiv degree. He holds the PhD de-
gree from Southern Seminary.

Shoemaker is married to the former
Cherrie Quakenbush and is the father
of a son, David, 3, and a daughter,
Ann, born last summer.

He pastored Richland Baptist
Church, Falmouth, while a Southern
Seminary student. He has served the
Asheville church since 1978.

March CP figures up

March contributions through the
national Southern Baptist Convention
Cooperative Program reflected a 14.02
percent increase over March 1980.

During March, contributions amount-
ed to $6,885,176, of which $6,534,207
was undesignated and $10,350,968 was
designated, primarily to the Annie
Armstrong Easter offering for home
missions and the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas offering for foreign missions.

A sinking feeling?

Being the pastor of a church in a racial-
ly changing and economically depressed
area is like being the captain of a dis-

abled submarine, the pastor of an inner
city church says.

Joe Priest Williams, pastor of Bap-
tist Tabernacle in Louisville, made the
analogy as he spoke to a conference for
churches in racially changing communi-
ties, sponsored by the department of
black church relationships of the South-
ern Baptist Home Mission Board.

‘‘Being the pastor of such a church is
much like being the captain of a dis-
abled submarine that cruises just below
the surface, unable to make it to the
top,”” Williams said.

Pastoral evangelism
seminar in Lexington

Apr. 20-21, Grace Baptist Church,
Lexington, Ky. Conference leaders
Lewis Drummond, Findley Edge, Rich-
ard Harris and Jay Brown. Send $5.00
registration fee to Evangelism Depart-
ment, KBC, Box 43422, Middletown,
KY 40243. Sessions: Apr. 20, 1:30; 6:30
p.m.; Apr. 21, 9:00 a.m., 1:30 p.m.

AUTOS FOR SALE
Jeeps, Cars,

Trucks

available through government
agencies, many sell for under
$200.00. Call 602-941-8014
Ext. #5079 for your directory
on how to purchase.

28-01

[Wood Pallets, Blocking, Billets |
To Your Specifications

Problems? ? &

{-

- Box 501, Greenwlle, Kentucky 42345

Design —
De”Vel’y or COSt

Let Us Help

§ALLE T Company of Kentucky, Inc.

502-338-4400

Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Meador arrived early for Blackford Association appreciation
night in Hawesville Mar. 31. Meador was taken by complete surprise when he and
Mrs. Meador were presented a 1981 automobile by Blackford churches and friends
in appreciation of 37 years as associational missionary.
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Should a Christian’s will be different?
Yes - for these reasons:

1. You'll want to look at your estate as a responsibility from God;
whether modest or vast. You'll want to ask His guidance in its
distribution.

You'll want to provide for those dependent on you, according to
their needs, not according to whim or favoritism. (For instance,
a handicapped son may have greater needs than a married
daughter who is financially secure.)

You'll want to consider including a bequest for the work of God
through your church and its missions. (Some Christians give a
tithe of their estates to the cause of Christ.)

A personal will can also be an opportunity to
share your life commitments and goals, a word of
testimony about God's goodness to you.

37 Things
People Know
About Wills
That Aren’t

Really So.

As you consider writing or revising your will, the
booklet offered here can give you practical help.
Request your free copy today.

For Free

Copy of 37
Things People
‘Know’ About
Wills That

Aren’t Really So,”

mail coupon today:

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY

Dr. Jim Taylor
Cumberland College
P.O. Box 191
Williamsburg, Ky. 40769

Please send me a free copy of

37 Things People ‘Know’ About Wills
That Aren’r Really So."”

I understand there is no obligation.

Name

Address

City State Zip

If you would like this information in contemplation of a gift to your local Baptist Church or to a sister
Baptist institution or agency. just ask for the material and we will send it without any obligation on
your part whatsoever.

Cumberland College Development Program s Continuing Education Series.

Permission for this article given by Robert F. Sharpe. “The Planned Giving Idea Book.” and the
Thomos Nelson Publishing Company.
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Congregations

Madisonville Second burns note
Second Baptist Church, Madisonville,
has retired the last bonds on its sanc-
tuary which was built in 1967 at a cost
of $125,000. The congregation held a
note-burning service Mar. 8 durlng the
morning worship service.

Members of the building committee
include Austin Eddings, Elgan Myers,
Cardis Clayton, Keith Orange, Johnny

T HN
MORTON
BUILDINGS

(Three Locations)
Churches ® Recreational

Buildings e Storage
Meeting Halls

Estimate and Engineering
Upon Request

Call or Write

RONALD PETTY
Box 452, Glasgow, Ky.
(502) 875-4312
Madisonville, Ky. &
Rt. 7, Frankfort, Ky.

Carson, Grace Eddings, Ethel Tucker,
Joyce Clayton and Betty Traylor. True-
man Davis is pastor.

Morningside observes anniversary

Morningside Baptist Church, Louisville,

observed its ninth anniversary and
homecoming Apr. 5. Features of the
day included dinner on the grounds,
high attendance goals in Sunday school
and Church Training and an afternoon
homecoming program.

C. R. Daley, Western Recorder
editor, spoke at the afternoon meeting.
Harold Sanders is pastor.

New Salem pastor attends clinic
Malcolm Hester, pastor of New Salem
Baptist Church, Cox’s Creek, attended

COMFORT - QUALITY - ECONOMY
JIM BAKER

(606) 273-2836

Pews & Chancel (Oak)
Tables & Chairs

Fiberglass Baptistries
Pad-A-Pew (attached/loose)
Stained Glass

Carpet

CHAPEL FURNISHINGS

1269 KEENELAND CT., LEX., KY. 40502

Where The World
Wants To Be

8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS

From $859 per person

(hurry - space limited)
June 07-17, 1981

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION... Departs from CHARLOTTE, NC

4 nights in Los Angeles....then
to HAWAII, 5 nights in Honolulu
-only $999...Sheraton Hotels

[///UHITED

N
v

Our 1981 Hawaii Programs Include...
@ Roundtrip United Airlines jet from

the city above
@ Seven nights at the hotel you choose*
@ Inflight meals and beverage service
@ [n-flight stereo
® Transfers between airport and hotel
® | uggage handling at airport and hotel
® | ei flower greeting upon arrival
® Breakfast briefing on morning

after arrival
® |nformation on Optional tours

and other activities
® Hospitality desk at hotel
® Hawaiian escort
® All gratuities and taxes on luggage

handling and hotel
* SBC 4 nights-Los Angeles/

5 nights-Honolulu
| )

Departs from Louisville,
Tuesday, July 21, 1981

WILCOX WORLD TOURS specializes in Christian travel to HAWAIL
We invite ministers to organize groups for these tours.
For details write or call Vickie Capps.

DISCOVER THE BEAUTY

[// UNITED

OF HAWAII WITH dS

' Wilcox World Tours
P.O. Box 7527

‘. Ashevi?l:, NC 28807

Toll Free in NC
1-800-452-2803

From Other States
1-800-438-5828

Mark Hamm, Baptlst student minister at UmverSIty of Kentucky, and Bunyan
Wallace, pastor of First Baptist Church, Brook Park, Oh., are flanked by eight UK
students who spent their spring break doing an area survey for the Ohio church.

Evangelism Explosion III’s internation-
al leadership clinic Mar. 20-25.

The clinic, attended by 70 pastors
and laypersons, was held at First Bap-
tist Church, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. The
focus of the clinic was to train individ-
uals to more effectively share their faith
with others.

Personnel

Trice accepts call from Trinity

Steve Trice, former pastor of Pleasant
Grove Baptist Church, Severns Valley
Association, resigned effective Mar. 22.
He has accepted the call to pastor Trin-
ity Baptist Church, Shirley, N. Y.

Calvary calls husband-wife team
Steve and Gayle Hooks have joined Cal-
vary Baptist Church, Simpson Associa-
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%‘”JLGENJOY THE FINEST

New Mason & Hamlin
grands, uprights, consoles
Chickering & Cable
Studios, consoles, spinets

low overhead
AFFORDABLE PRICES

WARREN E. ALLNATT
tuner & technician

*Confhct

tion, as youth directors.

Hooks is a graduate of Western Ken-
tucky University and is a teacher at
Franklin-Simpson High School. Mrs.
Hook, also a graduate of WKU, is a
registered nurse at the Bowling Green
Medical Center. The couple has one
son.

Lindsey accepts Temple Hill position
Bill Lindsey has accepted the call as
minister of youth and music of Temple
Hill Baptist Church, Monroe Associa-
tion.

Missions

Kentucky couple on furlough from Italy
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Crabb Jr., mis-
sionaries to Italy, have arrived in the
United States for furlough. Their cur-
rent address is 1965 Norris Place,
Louisville.

PN PYVON 2 PN £.5.0.6.0.0.6.

H. THOMAS WALTERS

General Contractors

200000

“23 Year’s Experience”

Remodeling, Repairs & Renovations

217 Franck Avenue
502-895-4353

Louisville,
Ky. 40206
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Church

Conflict Ministry
in the Church

The authors of this book believe
of healthy conflict are positive, productive, and
potentially joyful."'
dealing with stress, interpersonal conflicts,
congregational fights, and include styles and
resources for conflict ministry.

Larry L. McSwain is director of the Masters
of Divinity Program and associate professor of
Church and Community at The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.
William C. Treadwell, Jr.,
Baptist Church, Georgetown, Kentucky.

At your Baptist Book Store

ROADMAN

“‘the results

They offer guidelines for

is pastor of Faith

paper, $6.95
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The beat goes on

Agency executives glow over WR column results

by James H. Cox, Associate Editor

It was almost 12 months ago that Wil-
liam E. Amos, then executive director
of the Baptist Board of Child Care, sat
down to pen some lines about a former
Spring Meadows youth who had tele-
phoned him to say ‘‘thanks.”’ Western
Recorder’s Apr. 30, 1980 issue carried
Amos’ experience as new ground was
broken for what has become an estab-
lished pattern among several KBC
institutions in their relationship with
their state Baptist paper.

A lot of water has gone under the
bridge since WR printed those lines.
Amos resigned his position in the fall
and departed for Florida. But the beat
goes on, now more than ever. The idea
of providing an editorial column for in-
stitutional staff members to talk regu-
larly with their constituency has not
only proved popular with Child Care
workers, it has caught on with other
institutions and prospered there, too.

This is a nostalgic look at what has
transpired.

T. Moore

Board of Child Care

Tom Moore should probably be cred-
ited with the column’s inception. Child
Care staff members and Western Re-
corder officials had been meeting for
some time to determine ways each
agency could mutually benefit in an ex-
panded communications arrangement.
Some ideas were discarded as too costly
or impractical when a weekly column in
which the agency’s leaders could talk
directly with their supporters was pro-
posed. The idea clicked. Arrangements
were made through Moore, Child
Care's development director.

Looking back over the year, Moore
said the column ‘'has been very posi-
tive in its results, and I hope that our
new director will choose to continue
with it."’

Moore claimed Bill Amos received
considerable mail in favor of the column
before he left. ‘I only received word by
word of mouth, but there have been
many positive responses,’’ he allowed.
*'If there were ever any negative re-
sponses, it was never about the column
but what was discussed in the column.’’

Several of the other state convention-
operated institutions were quick to
jump on the bandwagon when they
heard of Child Care's success in this
avenue of communication, too.

Taylor

Cumberland College

Cumberland College, which had been
running frequent ads the previous year,
decided to go with an ad in every issue
for a year. Recently, Cumberland presi-
dent James H. Taylor said the school
would probably start a weekly column
when its present contract expires.

As a result of the weekly advertising,
Taylor said, 195 people have seriously
inquired about wills and bequests. And
228 churches and members of Kentucky
Baptist churches are participating in
the school’s Scholarshare program be-
cause of the ads.

“*Our ads have everything to do with
one human being talking to another
human being about how God has pros-
pered him, about how that person feels
about his or her responsibilities to God
and man and how he or she could re-
spond by supporting worthy human en-
deavors,’’ Taylor exclaimed.

‘It was and continues to be my pur-
pose to be a good steward of all those
resources which God has entrusted to
us. Our ads have to do with serious
stewardship. I am told large portions of
our population die every year without
having written a will. That is simply
tragic when one considers so many of
our Baptist institutions need and de-
serve charitable bequests,’’ Taylor con-
tinued.

Taylor pointed out that in each of the
Cumberland ads this statement ap-
pears: ‘'If you would like this informa-
tion in contemplation of a gift to your
local Baptist church, or to a sister
Baptist institution or agency, just ask
for the material and we will send it
without any obligation on your part
whatsoever.’' A specialized premium is
sent to those responding to the ads.

**Our ads have helped our local Bap-
tist churches and sister Baptist institu-
tions almost as much as they have
helped Cumberland, '’ said Taylor.
‘But that is our purpose. I make no
apology for wanting to promote serious
stewardship. I see the institutions
complementing each other's work
through unique identities and our com-
mitment to Christian education."’

B. Mgoore

‘Oneida Baptist Institute

Oneida Baptist Institute’s Barkley
Moore has been similarly pleased with
response to his advertising column in
Western Recorder.

The school’s president said, ‘‘My
decision to write ‘Oneida Journal’
weekly in the Recorder is one of the
most effective things I've done during
the nine years of my stewardship as
Oneida’s president. I have had scores
of letters. Most have come from people
we’ve never had contact with before.
Many send gifts which are, for the most
part, first time gifts. Others express
prayer support.”’

Moore cites a letter from Pauline
Summers of Lexington which he
received a few weeks ago as typical:

Until your column came out in the
Recorder, Oneida School was a dim, far
off school, somewhere in the Kentucky
mountains. Now it’s made very real and
the word pictures you have written for
six months are most interesting and in-
spiring. I look forward to them every
week. This way of writing about each
Baptist school regularly should have
been done in this manner down through
the years of the Recorder. I hope it con-
tinues. Each article has been a sermon.
I hope to visit there one day. God bless
all your work.

Cordelia Hazelrigg of Owensboro ex-
pressed sentiments practically ‘‘word
for word like that of many others who
have written,’’ according to Moore:

I enjoy your writings in the Western
Recorder. I look forward to reading
them. I wish I could come to visit you.
You are doing a great work.

Oma Carter, describing herself as a
“‘well wisher for Oneida’s work, "’
wrote:

Enclosed is a check to Oneida School.

I enjoy your writings in the Western
Recorder. Keep up the good work. We
are for you and such good institutions
that have been a blessing for so long to
the needy children of our state.

Moore added, ‘‘'I wonder why we did
not start the column years ago. Our
payments to the Recorder for the print-
ing of the column weekly help to
strengthen the financial base of our
state Baptist paper. We are happy to
have a part in that worthwhile effort. At
the same time, I am now convinced that
each dollar expended will return many
fold. Our ministry is mutually strength-
ened in kingdom service."'

Moore has joined his counterparts in
asking to continue his annual contract
for a column in the Recorder when his

present one expires in June.

““We didn’t know where the money
would come from before we began it,”’
he said. ‘‘Now we don’t know how we
did without it for so long.”’

Aldridge

Clear Creek Baptist School

D. M. Aldridge, president of Clear
Creek Baptist School, Pineville, is “‘ex-
tremely pleased with the results of
‘Clear Creek Comments’’’ in Western
Recorder. ‘‘It perhaps has been respon-
sible for more attention focused on our
school among Kentucky Baptists than
anything we have done.

‘It is a rare day that passes without
someone remarking about ‘Clear Creek
Comments’,”” he disclosed. ‘‘In the few
months the weekly column has ap-
peared the school has received unusual
response.’’

A director of missions in Virginia
wrote:

Dr. Aldridge, From time to time I
have enjoyed reading the articles that
are published in Western Recorder. I
always am happy to read about Clear
Creek because it has been such a great
blessing to me and I am sure to count-
less other people.

Another letter writer stated:

I enjoy your column you have every
week in Western Recorder. I didn’t
know much about the work at Clear
Creek and your articles have been very
informative. Is there some way we
could help out some of your families
from time to time?

Still another wrote:

Dear Mr. Aldridge, Thank you for
your comments in Western Recorder.
Recently this was the factor that kept
the Recorder in our church budget. One
of the members expressed how she had
learned so much about Clear Creek and
the Oneida school since the articles
have been appearing in the paper. I
think this is a very helpful thing you are
doing and trust it can continue.

Other persons have called or visited
the school to see the model of Jerusa-
lem after reading Clear Creek Com-
ments, Aldridge reported. *‘It has been
an effective tool of communication for
Clear Creek Baptist School, and when
coupled with display ads, the response
has been unbelievably good."’

And to think . . . it all began with a
way for Child Care to tell its story to the
people it serves.
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Ministering to the
children of the 80's

by Tom Moore,

Spring Meadows Administrator

Sunday School Lessors

APRIL 19, 1981

H. C. Chiles

A day of reflection

I have just participated in services for Willie Logsdon who has gone on to be with
the Lord. This has been a day of reflection for I had the privilege of serving with the
Logsdons and other wonderful Christians as their pastor at Vine Street Baptist
Church, Louisville. It took me back to happy, meaningful days in my ministry.

Meeting the funeral director in Brandenburg, Bill Adams, a very fine young man
who feels that he is ministering to the needs of others, brought up memories.

I once had the privilege of being part of another Bill Adams’ family who lived in
Amarillo, Tex. This Bill Adams was our next door neighbor and a very positive
influence in my life and that of our family. When my daddy died, Adams, along
with his family, sought to meet many of our needs. He provided a place for my
mother to work and over the years helped her find jobs which brought more mean-
ing and income into her life.

This Adams family would include us in their vacations and help us to feel a part.
When we faced difficult times they were always there to stand by, never doing it for
us but always providing the opportunity.

As [ look back at what that family has meant to us, I reflect on what we are doiﬂg
at the Child Care Program. It is that same kind of ministry, not doing for children
but providing the opportunity and support when it is needed.

Providing opportunities for our children to have meaningful futures, to improve
their lot in life, and above all, to find Christ, to know him personally, to know the
love and compassion he has for them—this is the essence of our ministry.

Mr. and Mrs. Adams are gone now, but I wish I could express to them how much
we appreciated what they meant to us in those days when life was not easy. I am
sure there are multitudes of people across this state living productive, happy, com-
mitted lives, who feel thankful to God for the Child Care Program that ministered
to them and remains ever present to minister in the name of Christ to children and
families who find life not too easy.

WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER

oF FIBERGLASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS
e STEEPLES
e WALL CROSSES
e STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS
YOU ALREADY o BAPTISTRIES
e BAPTISTRY HEATERS
HAVE A W|LL! Write for free
EITHER You HAVE color brochure.
MADE lT, OR YOUR A/C 214 557-6522 Box 210 Henderson, Texas 75652
ONE FOR YOU.  SERVING ALL RELIGIONS
Prices to satisfy every preference and need
. AIR
If you die without making a Will CONDITIONED, PARKING
your property will be distributed AREAS
by the laws of your state.
Probably not the way you want it!
So send for our heipful Wills
material, and see your attorney to . 149
make a Will or review an existing Breckinmicge . rhore
will. Lane AL o7 896-0349
PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE
y Louisville, Kentucky ‘
Don't Delay- Member: Ky. Funeral Directors-Burial Assn.
Do It Today Member: National Selected Morticians
s DV invitation,
Please send, i
without obligation,
information to: oW el
Name
Street NV AND ACQUISTTION
DEBT REFINANCING
REMODELING
Free analysis; no cost commitments.
City ; Attractive interest rates; reasonable costs
and negotiable.
SATISFACTION BUILT IN
State/Zip % 20 years of service to more than
’ 800 churches. References furnished.
Clip and mall to:
Development Office S
Clear Creek Bapﬂst School Andy F. Hardy ~ Ask for free information and brochures
Pineville, KY 40977 SECURITY
CHURCH FINANCE
» 19 Years of Profasional Service
“We are financing more churches than anyone elseJ
POGPEGECHOFEGPPOCPE IOV GHEPGPOOE S SO EE G

VICTORY OF THE RESURRECTION International Series
Matthew 27:62-66 Joseph of Arimathaea obtained permission from Pilate to
remove Christ’s body from the cross. He and Nicodemus prepared the body for
burial and placed it in Joseph’s tomb.

The following day the chief priests and Pharisees, recalling Christ’s predictions

_that he would rise from the dead, approached Pilate. They urged him to prevent

Christ’s disciples from stealing his body out of the tomb and claiming that he had
risen. Pilate ordered the religious leaders to seal the tomb and place soldiers to
guard it. . :

Matthew 28:1-10 Even though the tomb was sealed, a huge stone was rolled in
front of the entrance. But, the stone, the seal, nor the guards could .keep Christ

a prisoner to death. Christ’s body remained in the tomb until early Sunday morning.
Then God raised him from the dead. Christ laid aside his grave clothes and walked
out of that tomb a living Lord, triumphant over death and the grave.

At dawn on Sunday morning Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and
John, and Salome approached the tomb wanting to anoint Christ’s body with per-
fumes. They beheld an impressive scene. An angel of the Lord had descended from
heaven, the stone had been rolled away, and the angel was seated upon it. Christ
was not in the tomb.

Observing how frightened the women were, the angel said: ‘‘Fear not ye, for I
know that ye seek Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here, for he is risen, as he
said.’”’ This declaration reminded the women of Christ’s predictions. The angel
urged them to ‘‘see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his dis-
ciples that he is risen from the dead.”’” Immediately the women departed to carry
the good news to the disciples that Christ was alive.

Christ met the women and greeted them saying ‘‘All hail.”’ The presence of
Christ dispelled their doubts and brought them unspeakable joy.

GOOD NEWS OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION Life and Work Series
Luke 24:10-11 At dawn on Sunday after the crucifixion a group of devoted women
hastened to the tomb where Christ’s body had been placed. They wished to anoint
his body with spices and perfumes as an expression of their love for him. Upon
entering the tomb, they discovered Christ’s body was not there. After learning that
Christ had risen, the women told the disciples the good news.

Luke 24:21-24 As Cleopas and his unnamed companion walked wearily along the
road together, a stranger overtook them and listened to their conversation. He en-
gaged them in conversation, but they still did not recognize him.

Luke 24:36-39 After Christ revealed himself to the two disciples in Emmaus, they
were so thrilled that they departed for Jerusalem with a quick and eager pace. They
took to the other disciples the good news that they had seen and heard the risen
Lord. As they related their experiences, Christ appeared in their midst and said,
‘‘Peace be unto you.”’ ;

Seeing the disciples filled with terror and fear, Christ showed them his hands and
feet. Leaning forward with amazement and wonder, the disciples beheld the print of
the nails. He invited them to touch him. He also ate a piece of broiled fish and some
honey before their eyes. This convinced them that he had actually risen from the
dead.

Luke 24:50-51 After commanding his disciples to evangelize the unsaved, Christ
led them out to Bethany. There, on the Mount of Olives, Christ lifted up his hands
and bestowed upon them his blessing. Then, he ‘‘was parted from them, and
carried up into heaven.”’

They truly worshipped Christ and returned to Jerusalem filled with great joy.
They were ready at the call and direction of the Holy Spirit to be faithful witnesses
for Christ to those who did not know him.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR RENT: Smoky Mountain Vacation Chalets, 24
hour security, wooded, quiet. Convenient to Gat-
linburg. Lowest rates. Chamberlain, 4305 Mec-

GROUP HEALTH insurance exclusively for church
employees. Groups of one or more. Write: Mynatt
Agency, Box 11603, Knoxville, TN 37919. 4-1-01

Campbell Lan., Knoxville, TN 37918. 4-1-01

PAINTING: Baptistry murals painted. 12 years
experience. Many references available. Ken Wes-
ley, 218 Jasper Street, Somerset, KY 42501. 606-
679-6581. 4-1-01

FOR SALE: Books. Not Quite Heaven, Prayer-
Poems for seminary/college students. $3.00 to
Don Aycock, 2011 St. Xavier, Louisville, KY
40203. 4-1-01

CHOIR ROBES FOR SALE - 30 blue collegiate
robes in excellent condition for sale at best offer.
Contact Broadway Baptist, Lex., Ky. Phone (606)
276-2592 for information. 4-8-00

CONCRETE WORK: Allen Pinkston - 20 years ex-
perience. 12 x 18 patio, exposed pebbles, $495.
Driveways replaced. Call (502( 268-7951 or 267-
5795. 4-1-01

ALUMINUM GUTTERS, five or six inch, seam-
less, for your church. Whittaker Aluminum, 502-
683-3618. 4-22-01

**FLY-DRIVE VACATION** Los Angeles Baptist
Convention. Fly to LA - rent motor home for con-
vention - drive back to Louisville. 20’ Tioga, fully
: equipped, sleeps 5. (502) 267-5884 4-15-01-
WRITE for your denomination, others! New guide
tells how! Satisfaction guaranteed. $6.83 post-
paid. James Cox, 202 S. Evergreen, Louisville, KY
40243. 5-27-00

ALUMINUM SIDING ' quality work. Call Colville
Aluminum Exterior Decorators (502) 425-3102. tf
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Clear Qreek Comments

D.M. Aldridge, President
Clear Creek Baptist School
Pineville, Ky. 40977

Oneida Journal

Barkley Moore, President
Oneida Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

God always provides

Each time I visit Israel I am amazed at its history. People who visit our campus to see
the unusual model of Jerusalem frequently comment that they did not realize
Jerusalem is so small. In fact, it is only about one square mile. Many things have
happened within the confines of the city which ultimately affected the history of the
world.

That brings me to my purpose for writing this column today. What happens at Clear
Creek Baptist School is extremely important because it affects the world in some way.

Let me give you an example. The other day a student walked into my office for a
conference. When the student sat down, I could see that he didn’t have much of a
problem. The smile on his face was too big! At first, as he spoke telling me his story,
that smile just got bigger and bigger. Toward the end, the smile turned into tears of joy.

He and his wife and children had moved to the Clear Creek campus without really
knowing what to expect. They knew God wanted them there, and that he would provide
for them during their years of study. But as inflation became greater it was not so easy
to make ends meet. Most of you realize that it is hard to study when you are worried
about putting food on the table and buying clothes for the kids.

To be quite frank, this student had begun to worry too much and it almost got the best
of him.

At this point, however, the story begins to change. He had received a call from a
church asking him to come for a visit. They had a pastor so he knew he was not going for a
‘‘trial sermon,’”’ and he knew that he could not consider any type of staff position since
he still had three years of school to go. He thought perhaps they just wanted to know
more about Clear Creek Baptist School.

He attended Sunday school and church services the appointed day, told the congre-
gation about his call to the ministry, how God had provided for their needs since coming
to the mountains to study, and how much they really depended upon the Lord.

The response was overwhelming. The church had decided to ‘‘adopt’’ a Clear Creek
student family and invited him to share with them. Before the student family left, the
congregation had decided to pay all his tuition, fees and housing for as long as he
attended Clear Creek.

Amazing, you say? Well, not really. God always takes care of his own. I can tell you
about others. If you would like to provide for one of our students, please let me know.
Write to me at the above address and I'll tell you how it can be done.

KBC Activit

Here and now

APRIL
10-12 State Acteens Convention. Louisville, Holiday Inn Fern Valley. Information
from WMU, KBC
12 Cooperative Program Day. Material and resources from Stewardship/
Promotion Dept., KBC
13-19 Jewish Fellowship Week

Looking ahead

APRIL
17-18 Campus BYW Retreat. Cedarmore. Evening meal 17th through afternoon

18th. Reservations made with Cedarmore
19 Easter

20-21 ‘‘Pastoral Evangelism’’ Seminar. Lexington, Grace Baptist Church. 10 a.m.
on 20th till 4:30 p.m. on 21st. Make reservations with Evangelism Dept.,
KBC

20-24 Baptist Doctrine Study. Books available through Baptist Book Store

23-25 Annual WMU Meeting. Ashland, Unity Baptist Church. 7 p.m. on 23rd

through noon on 25th. Baptist Young Women supper on 24th. Reservations
with WMU Dept., KBC

24 Adult/Youth Music Festival. Louisville, Parkland Baptist Church

24 All Ages Music Festivals. Hopkinsville, First Baptist Church and

Mayfield, First Baptist Church

All State Youth Choir Festival East. Cedarmore. 7 p.m. on 24th through

4 p.m. on 25th. Register with Music Dept., KBC

25 Children’s Bible Drills. Register 11 a.m. local time; drills begin 12:30.
gl(l)pkmsvﬂle Second Baptist Church and Lexington, Immanuel Baptist

urch
26 Life Commitment Sunday. Materials in Baptist Program

24-25

The Child ‘Care, Clear Creek and Oneida columns are paid space.

Heavenly treasure

An outstanding booster of Oneida is Morman Kersey of Louisville who celebrated
his 75th birthday in January. His love of people, young and old, has kept him
young. His appearance and vitality are that of a man many years younger.

Kersey loves the Lord and he is constantly about the Father’s business. He goes
about ‘‘doing good’’ for all with whom he comes in contact. His interests are many
but Oneida is right at the top of the list, and we are grateful for that.

Kersey was 12 years old when his father, the late Rance Kersey, was ordained a
Baptist minister. He learned the joys of ministering to the needs of others as his
father ministered and preached:

For 25 years Kersey owned the Stockyard Farm and Dairy Supply store in Louis-
ville. Though retired now, he still works three days a week.

He visited Oneida once in the 60’s and then came again in 1973. At that time he
became excited about what he saw happening with young lives. He returned home
and bought a station wagon for the purpose of bringing people to see Oneida. Since
that time he has brought scores of people for visits. Many of them are now active
Oneida supporters.

His volunteer efforts have resulted in the school receiving at least $120,000 in
donations. Several people have informed us that ‘‘because of Morman,’’ Oneida is
included in their wills.

Kersey is active in Van Buren Baptist Church. His wife, Agnes, is a wonderful
helpmate in all her husband’s efforts. He has helped many young preachers
through his love.

As I write another great soldier of the Lord and friend of Oneida is quite ill. He is
Elmer Herron of Erlanger. This man, 87, made three visits each year to Oneida
until about two years ago. His enthusiasm was bringing clothing for our used
clothing store, the ‘‘Jot ’em Down.’’ The store is named for the store in the old Lum
'n Abner radio show.

Like Kersey, Herron always brought one or two people with him so he could get
them interested in our work.

A friend wrote recently, ‘‘Elmer has always been such a great Christian. I love
him so much.”” We echo that.

Another remarkable friend is Mrs. Gertrude Tobey Perkins, still mentally and
physically vigorous at age 95. She and her lawyer husband, the late John Perkins,
made their first visit to Oneida over 50 years ago.

Mrs. Perkins, a lifelong resident of Pulaski County, taught for 52 years. She has
been an active Christian for 82 years, 65 of those years in First Baptist Church,
Burnside.

Mrs. Perkins and her daughter, Velma Perkins, visit Oneida several times each
year. Mother and daughter recently visited bringing a cash donation, clothing and
three of Mrs. Perkins’ quilts which she still makes at age 95.

Frank Owen

Isitright? Is it true?

After forty-seven years in the ministry one is able to look back in memory through both
liberal and conservative trends that have come and gone. There are times when the
popular tide seems to run toward at least a relatively liberal viewpoint. (I use the word
“‘liberal’’ in its nobler sense.) There are other times when the tide runs strong toward
the conservative point of view.

These popular trends toward the more liberal or more conservative often constitute
the atmosphere in which Christians must make their decisions on whatever issues that
arise.

There appears to be strong temptation to those of us who like to be on the popular
side to go with the current trend, whatever its direction. On the other hand, many of us
seem equally tempted to posture ourselves contrary to the trend. Human nature seems
capable of predisposition both ways. Some people seem, by their natures, inclined to
follow the popular side and others equally inclined to step forth on the unpopular side.

The point of this effort of written expression is to observe that we should not be pre-
disposed either to the liberal or conservative position of issues that arise but entirely to
their rightness or wrongness, whether liberal or conservative. To become enamored of
liberalism itself, as such, or conservatism, as such, is to be locked in by prejudice rather
than truth.

So the question is, do Itake my position because it is liberal, or conservative? Never!
Isit right? Is it true? This is the question. God forbid that our responses or attitudes
should be controlled by any trend. Truth is the objective.

‘‘Itis of the highest importance, my brothers, that your speech should be free from
Oaths (whether they are ‘‘by’’ Heaven or earth or anything else). Your yes should be a
plain yes, and your no a plain no, and then you cannot go wrong in the matter.’’ (James
5:12 Phillips Translation)
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Midnight reflections of a pastor

by K. Maynard Head,
Staff Correspondent

Midnight comes early for a tired pastor, and in just a
few seconds a new day will have begun. My aching
body tells me it’s time to crawl into bed, but my mind
refuses to slow down. Sleep won’t be easy to obtain so
I must spend the next few minutes reviewing the ac-
tivities of this Lord’s Day and planning tomorrow.
Even though Jesus urged us to let tomorrow take care
of itself, I find that injunction one of the most diffi-
cult to obey.

I look back on this morning’s service with mixed
emotions, feeling hope and optimism because of the
several expressions of goodwill from several of the
worshippers, yet, at the same time, somewhat dis-
couraged by some who were not there today. As one
lady left the building she said, ‘‘Thank you for the
message. | needed it this morning.”’ However, I
couldn’t help but think of others whom I felt should
have been there also. Next week, I hoped, would find
them in a pew, but not really believing they would
come.

The service this morning drained me of much of my
spirit, as many of my sermons do. Our Sunday school

attendance was up somewhat, and the crowd for
worship was a little above average. I recall being
lifted by the music of the choir and especially by the
two special songs by our dedicated soloists.

After a short lunch, I spent much of the afternoon
preparing for the Bible study in Revelation I am doing
on Sunday evenings, and in order to prepare my B
materials, it was necessary to leave for church at five
o’clock. The hour and a half of fatiguing study and
teaching of Revelation just about consumed what
energy I had left and by nine o’clock I was arriving at
home, about to collapse.

Tomorrow will bring another busy day. My older
son was injured in a basketball game last week and I
must take him to the doctor. We still do not know if
surgery will be required, and due to one of those cir-
cumstances where a child reaches 19 and an insur-
ance policy is being changed, I am not sure he is
covered. A telephone call from a member struggling
with an empty feeling because a child has married
and is moving drains me even more, and now my
shoulders begin to hurt. I will probably miss tomor-
row night’s deacons meeting where several pressing
matters will be discussed, and try to prepare myself
for Wednesday's business session. It will be difficult
to try to find the funds to finance all the programs

Highways and hedges

Church landscaping can be a positive

factor in outreach to the community

A landscape plan designed for efficiency as well as
beauty can be a factor in attracting people to
churches, according to Jim Coile, landscape architect
in the Sunday School Board’s Church Architecture
Department. 4

Coile said landscape design services are geared to
individual situations and can include help in site
selection and providing a master property plan and
landscape plan.

First Baptist Church, Lancaster, S. C., recently
utilized Coile’s services for a landscape plan in which
he designed a structure to house the bell from the old
church building.

‘‘In this instance, the planting plan enabled the

Jim Coile [1], landscape architect in the church archi-
tecture department, Baptist Sunday School Board,

discusses a landscaping plan with Nashville land-

church to take project bids, which ranged from $7000
to $20,000,”" Coile said. The church accepted the
$7000 bid for a considerable savings.

‘‘This service not only saved the church money but
upgraded their image in the community,”” Coile
noted. ‘‘With the landscaping completed, the church
grounds are often used as a site for outdoor photo-
graphs and the Chamber of Commerce has featured
the church in several publications.’’

_Coile also works with camps and assemblies, pro-
viding them with master plans for their property. The
landscape design service of the church architecture
department is provided on a cost recovery basis.

scaper Kevin Smith. Landscéiping is just or;e of the .
services offered to churches through the Church
Architecture Department.

that seem necessary, and just around the corner is
income tax.

As 1 sit here, I am becoming acutely aware of the
worn socks and shoes [ am wearing and wondering
where I will find the money to purchase that suit I
desperately need.

Before me lies my son’s account from college, and

- with another semester coming to an end, the search

/

for income for another year of college begins. The bill
for the replacement of a hot water heater for my home
almost stares up at me, and the statements from the
oil companies for gas for the car seem to get bigger
each time.

Even as I type, the over-worked typewriter is
making funny noises as if it is trying to tell me it is
about ready for some repair work. It also doesn’t
seem that the ribbons last as long as they used to.

Outside the dog barks, signalling that life goes on,
almost oblivious to my thoughts. Tomorrow will dawn,
perhaps, and I will start all over again, but the cares
of the demands of life bear heavily on me tonight.

In the midst of it all, I am reminded that God will
put no more on us than we are able to bear, so I will
smile soon, and urge my church members and friends
to trust the Lord.

I just pray that I will take my own advice!

Ragan Courtne);
Drama conference

to be led'by
Courtney, Bailey

Conferences on drama, puppetry and communication
arts will be offered during a leadership drama con-
ference at Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center June
27-July 3.

Scheduled concurrently with Bible-preaching con-
ferences at Ridgecrest, the drama conference is spon-
sored by the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board's
Church Recreation Department.

Ragan Courtney, a Southern Baptist actor, director,
poet and playwright, will be the special guest artist
for the week. Raymond Bailey, who teaches preaching
and drama at Southern Seminary, will serve as wor-
ship leader.

Conferences will be offered on drama in worship,
producing musical drama, puppet ministry, puppet
construction and production, drama with youth,
directing, acting, technical production, multimedia,
monologues and pantomime.

Workshops offered each afternoon will provide
opportunities to observe or participate in a variety of
productions.

To register, send a $30 deposit for each person, to
Registration, Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center,
Box 128, Ridgecrest, NC 28770.
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