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Conciliatory remarks 
Will Draper, moderates' meeting finally result 

. . 

in harmony and unity for Southern Baptists? 
by W. C. Fields 

Southern Baptist Convention president 
James T. Draper Jr. spent four hours 
discussing the need for unity within the 
denomination with four leaders of a 
moderate group which had opposed his 
election to office. 

Draper characterized the meeting as 
"open and positive, a constructive first 
step'' toward reconciling factions in the 
Baptist body. 

The Aug. 23 meeting was initiated by 
Bill Sherman of Nashville, Cecil Sher­
man of Asheville, N. C., Edwin F. 
Perry of Louisville and M. Vernon 
Davis of Alexandria, Va. as spokesmen 
for moderates, to find acceptable ways 
to depoliticize the convention presi­
dency as a means of restoring Southern 
Baptist harmony. 

The moderates see in a group whose 
watchcry is "inerrancy" of the Bible an 
attempt to take over SBC agencies and 
institutions through the appointive 
powers of the convention president. 
The "inerrantists" generally supported 
Draper for convention presiderit while 
the moderates mostly backed Duke K. 
McCall of Louisville. Draper was elect­
ed at New Orleans in June by a vote of 
8331 to 6292. 

Those present for the Nashville dis­
cussions said their purposes were to 
find ways to end ''the annual political 
contest for the office of the president,'' 
strengthen the office for spiritual rather 
than political leadership, support 

. Draper as a healing influence in the 
convention and channel Southern Bap­
tist energies into more important Chris­
tian causes, especially the denomina­
tion's program of expansion in missions 
and evangelism, Bold Mission Thrust. 

Harold C. Bennett, executive secre­
tary-treasurer of the SBC Executive 
Committee, who also was present in the 
meeting, said, "I am grateful this 
meeting has taken place. It should lead 
to good results, especially in Bold Mis­
sion Thrust." 

Jo_hn Sullivan of Shreveport, La., 
SBC first vice president, also was a par­
ticipant in the meeting. He said after 
the meeting, "We \l.nderstand each 
other. We are together in principle. We 
simply have to work out the strategy, 

Eddleman to CCBS 
H. Leo Eddleman, 71, 1953-58 presi­
dent of Georgetown College, has joined 
the faculty of Clear Creek Baptist 
School, Pineville, as distinguished pro­
fessor of Old Testament. 

From 1972-75 Eddleman was the first 
full time president of the Criswell Cen­
ter for Biblical Studies, Dallas, Tex., 
and has continued to teach there since 
then. He was pastor of Parkland Bap­
tist Church, Louisville, for. IO years. 

Blind ministry meet 
slated Oct. IO-II at 
Clifton, Louisville 
Clifton Baptist Church, Louisville, will 
host a conference for anyone interested 
in ministry for the blind Oct. 10-11. 

The conference will begin Oct. 10 at 
10:40 a.m. with Cecil Etheridge, nation­
al consultant for blind ministry with the 
Baptist Home Mission Board, speaking 
at Clifton's worship service. 

Most of the conferences and work­
shops will be led by leaders from the 
blind community. They will speak on 
several topics including: ''Living with 
blindness" and "Let me reach my 
potential.'' 

Bob Williams, pastor of Clifton, will · 
lead a workshop ,' ''Getting started in 
the church," and Etheridge will speak 
on ''What is happening with blind min­
istry among Southern Baptists.'' 

The conference will include toµrs of 
Kentucky School for the Blind, Ken­
tucky Industries and Rehabilitation 
Center for the Blind and the American 
Printing House for the Blind. 

The conference is free and limited 
housing is available. For further 
information write or call Clifton Baptist 
Church, 1947 Frankfort Ave., Louis­
ville, KY 40206, (502) 897-1771. 

the details of how to achieve harmony 
in our midst." 

The group, all pastors except Ben­
nett, declined to release details of spe­
cific proposals discussed. Draper said 
he already had been thinking about 
some of the approaches considered. 

Draper plans to study the proposals 
further, talk with the group again, con­
sult others and said he likely would 
have a public statement on these mat­
ters during his message to the fall 
meeting of the SBC Executive Commit­
tee in Nashville Sept. 20-22. 

Draper told Baptist Press, "Not any 
of us want to keep on fighting. There 
are some positive steps yet to come. I 
want to pray and think about these mat­
ters . In a few weeks I want to sit down 
with these men again. I feel positive 
about the time w.e have had together. 
Oµr discussions have been warm and 
friendly.' ' 

Cecil Sherman said, ''I take hope 
from this meeting. Jimmy Draper is 
living up to what he said he wanted to 
be and do. If this continues, trust will 
build. Only the extremes, right and left, 
who prefer to divide us, will object to 
this kind of effort. I take heart!" 

Davis said following the meeting, ''I 

~ 

\ 
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The search for work 
As Americans pause from their fobs to 
celebrate Labor Day this year millions 
of unemployed workers are struggling 
to survive without a paycheck. From 
laid off factory workers to migrant farm 
laborers, the frustration of unemploy­
ment takes its toll. In Arkansas, home 
missionary Ariel Hernandez ministers 
to migrants like these whose search for 
jobs often separates them from home 
and families. [HMB photo by Paul 
Obregon] . 

hope president Draper will continue to 
talk about reconciliation and community 
with all groups and that people will 
accept him at his word. I hope his 
presidency will be a healing one." 

Bill Sherman described the meeting 
as marked by openness, fairness and 
integrity, qualities necessary for resolv­
ing conflict. 

Perry said, ''I believe a process for 
peace and vital Christian fellowship has 
begun here today. We hope and pray it 
will continue." 

Wasn't SBC veep 's 
time to go anywhere 
Gene Garrison never got off the ground 
-a circumstance which possibly saved 
the life of the pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Oklahoma City, and second 
vice president of the 13.8 million mem­
ber Southern Baptist Convention. 

Garrison, 51, had been the guest 
speaker for both services of.the centen­
nial celebration of First Baptist Church, 
El Paso, Tex., Aug. 22, but he woke up 
at 4 a.m. Monday feeling ill. ''I just 
thought I had the flu or some kind of 
virus so we went ahead to the airport 
and got ready to go back home," he 
said in a telephone interview from Sun 
Towers Medical Center in El Paso. 

As the 11 a.m. flight taxied into posi­
tion to take off Garrison hyperventilated 
and the pilot turned the plane around 
and went back to the terminal where an 
ambulance rushed the pastor to the 
hospital. 

The first EKG indicated a heart 
attack and Garrison's blood pressure 
was 190/150. 

''I have hypertension anyway and the 
doctors thought at first I had had a 
major heart attack,'' Garrison ex­
plained. But his own early morning 

. diagnosis had been accurate-at least 
to some extent. ''The doctor said I had· 
a virus, his words were a 'real mean 
virus,' that cut off the oxygen to my 
heart and produced a schematic coro­
nary- something that makes the EKG 
schematic read like a coronary when 
there hasn't been one," he explained. 

Tests the next two days showed no 
signs of heart damage and 48 hours 
after stopping the flight just before 
takeoff, Garrison and his wife Martha 
planned to catch another plane for 
Oklahoma City. He is very aware of 
what could have happened if he had 
hyperventilated 20 or 30 minutes later 
while the plane was flying over the un­
populated stretches of west Texas. 

"It could have been a bad scene," he 
admitted. ''I'm glad the Lord was 
taking care ofme. '' 
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A conversation 
· offering hope for 
reconciliation 
The recent conversation involving 
Southern Baptist Convention presi­
dent Jimmy Draper, vice president 
John Sullivan, Southern Baptist 
Convention executive secretary 
Harold Bennett and four pastors 
offers a ray of light in the dark 
tunnel through which Southern 
Baptists are now passing. (See 
news article on page 1 of this 
issue.) It's a welcome development 
because since the New Orleans con­
vention last June the outlook for 
reconciliation and healing of the 
two factions in the convention has 
been grim. The prospect was for 
another square-off next year in 
Pittsburgh and at. every convention 
in the foreseeable future. 

The predicament of Southern 
Baptists ·has grieved many hearts. 
Among"these were the pastors who 
requested a meeting with president 
Draper for what they considered 
was a last hope for reconciliation 
and peace. Without some meeting 
of minds and hearts they foresaw 
continuing crippling dissension and 

Public schools 
hang in the· balance 
It's a dangerous situation when the 
United States president, the nation­
al Congress and the American 
people are confronted with as many 
pressing issues as they are at this 
time. The danger comes from 
special interest groups which would 
try to slip something through Con­
gress while national attention is on 
other important matters. 

Such could be the case with the 
current proposal for tuition tax 
credits to parents sending their 
children to private and church re­
lated elementary and high schools. 
Under this plan the income tax of 
parents would be reduced by as 
much as $500 for each child they 
send to private schools. 

Ordinarily such a far reaching 
proposal would be carefully scruti­
nized and thoroughly debated but 
with the desperate American eco­
nomic situation, the Palestinian­
Israeli crisis, the 1982-83 federal 
budget debate, the abortion and 
prayer in public school constitution­
al amendments proposals and other 
pressing issues, the tuition tax 
credit proposal could be a sleeper. 

Its advocates are not asleep, 
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Bowling Green; T. A . Prickett, Owens­
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Advertising rates available upon re­
quest. The institutional columns on an 
inside page are paid space. 
Subscriptions: Single $6. 30; foreign, 
$7.00; church budget, $4.50. Payable in 
advance, except church accounts, which 
require tax exemption number. 

an ultimate split of the'c:onvention. 
It is to the credit of president 

Draper that he even agreed to a 
meeting with these pastors whose 
positions in the current controversy 
are well known. He ·not only lis­
tened·to what they had to say but 
his positive response surpassed all 
expectations of the pastors. There 
was no final meeting of minds but 
the outlook for general agreement 
and cooperation is bright. 

The issue of grave concern is the 
radical politicizing of the office of · 
convention president. Tlie commit­
tee appointments of former presi­
dents Adrian Rogers and Bailey 
Smith have severely polarized the 
convention. 

Details of the conversation were 
not included in the press release 
but the chief concern of the pastors 
was that president Draper follow a 
method in naming members to the 
committee on committees and the 
committee on nominations that 
would assure balanced and repre­
sentative committees. In ·turn the 
pastors would pledge president 
Draper their full support in Pitts­
burgh next year. 

This was asking a lot of presi­
dent Draper. He has the constitu­
tional authority to make these ap-

however, and its opponents had 
better be awake. If this proposal 
becomes law, American public 
schools could be severely injured if 
not destroyed. In a society where 
education for all children of all 
races and all classes at public ex­
pense has been considered a birth­
right, private schools with the aid of 
tuition tax credits could steal that 
birthright by becoming the chief 
beneficiaries of federal tax funds 
for education. 

This is unthinkable but true. It is 
also tragic. Most needy students 
from poverty level families would 
never get into private schools but . 
would still have to Jook to public 
schools for training. Private schools 
can be selective and restrictive in 
admitting students but public 
schools provide education for all 
children. 

Blacks, Hispanics and other 
ethnic groups are welcomed into 
public schools. So are physically, 
emotionally and mentally handi­
capped children. How ironic that 
under the tuition tax credit propo­
sal less federal funds would even­
tually be spent to help public 
schools provide training for such 
children than would be spent on 
private schools which tum their 
backs upon such children and train 
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Earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the .saints. 
- Jude3 

\ 

C. R. Daley DALEY 
OBSERVATIONS 

. . . . 
pointments consulting with no one 
except the vice presidents of the 
convention. He doesn't have to 
have the support of these pastors as 
demonstrated in New Orleans . He 
had already gone beyond constitu-

. tional requirements in agreeing to 
announce his appointments well 
ahead of the convention. 

His response, however, was com­
mendable . As he pledged to do 
upon taking office, h.e turned this 
opportunity into a conversation in­
stead of a confrontation. He an­
nounced no specific method he 
would follow in making his appoint­
ments but evidently gave hope to 
these pastors that his appointments 
would be fair and balanced. 
Another meeting of the group is 
scheduled and it could be even 
more fruitful. 

President Draper gives every 
indication he is his own man and 
that he will not be controlled by any 
individual or group but will listen to 
all suggestions . More power .to 
him! 
' Doubtlessly he will receive pres­
sure from those who want to use 
the office to stack committees in 
order ultimately to control agencies 
and institutions of the convention. 
This will be hard to resist because 

children of parents most of whom 
can already afford private school 
education. 

Tuition tax credit advocates must 
know their propositions cannot 
stand public scrutiny and debate . 
This could be the reason for an 
apparent strategy which would 
sidestep usual legislative prowess. 
Reports now are that Senator 
Packwood and other supporters of 
this proposal may try to attach it to 
the public debt limit bill. Such a 
strategy would send the proposal 
directly to a Senate-House confer­
ence committee and thus effectively 
deny the full House of Representa­
tives opportunity for full debate. 
This is less than an honorable way 
to ·approach such a far reaching 
change in national policy. 

A study of the ultimate effects of 
the tuition tax credit proposal has 
been made and released by the 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
1980-81 Direct Federal ED -

some of these claim credit for his 
election but he has promised to be 
everyone's president and to serve 
with integrity. 

Under the circumstances no 
president in the history of the con­
vention has been presented a 
greater opportunity to rise above 
unsavory denominational politics 
and literally save Southern Baptists 
from worthless wrangling and 
damaging division . Past experience . 
of Baptists indicates that if those 
with honorable intentions though 
differing views respect one another 
and talk with each other long 
enough they will talk themselves 
together. Let us hope this is true in 
this instance. 

If God is as interested in South­
ern Baptists as we claim, wh_y not 
believe our prayers are being 
answered and that the Holy Spirit . 
inspired this conversation between 
concerned pastors and president 
Draper? Why not believe they were 
sent to the kingdom for such a time 
as this? · 

The least we should do and the 
. most we can do is to pray toward 

this end. 

Council of Great City Schools and 
the American Association of School 
Administrators (see news article on 
page six of this issue). The study 
included 65 large school districts in 
29 states . 

The Jefferson County-Louisville 
school system was among those 
studied. The following chart indi­
cates what the picture for this 
school system would be so far as 
federal funds for education are con­
cerned from now until 1984-85. 
These projections consider the 
anticipated federal allocations to 
public education and the tuition tax 
credit proposals. 
/ Study this chart carefully and 

then express your views to Senators 
Wendell Ford and Walter Huddle­
ston. 

American public schools hang in 
the balance. 

1981-82 1982-83 1983-84 1984-85 
Expenditures $9,846,783 $9,175 ,663 $8,945,168 $7,603,302 . $7,223,223 

Enrollment 99,865 96,688 93,837 93,837 93,837 
Federal Per Pupil 

Expenditure $98.60 $94.90 $95.33 $81.03 $76.98 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
Direct Federal ED 

Expenditures $810,931 $616,286 
Federal Tax Expendi-

$694,333 . $694,333 $694,333 

tures (Tuition tax 
credits) - - $2,078,043 $5,333,742 . $8,431,835 

Enrollment 29,395 29,186 29,186 29,186 29,186 
Federal Per Pupil 

Expenditure $27.59 $21.12 $94.99 $206.54 $312.57 



FOOD ROUND-UP FOR CHILDREN 

"Let's talk about 

®verboltzer 
Church Furniture Quality" 

.1tt'-. 5!5iii: ·;m··->zr:,r 

The Women's Advisory Board of Baptist Homes for Children is spon­
soring the annual "Food Round-Up" . All during the month of 
September food will be collected across the state for children being 
cared for through our ministry to children.* 

It didn't just happen. It started in the very beginning. 
And ever since that time, we 've been dedicated to 
providing supreme quality of workmanship in all 
our pews, chairs and chancel furniture. The result 
is supreme value in church furniture for new and 
renovated churches. Call on Overholtzer when you 
want supreme value from supreme quality 
workmanship. It has given us the privilege of 
becoming one of the leading church furniture 
manufacturers in the World . 

rcbe eflites/ Iii 6>burcb dtirmlure 

Baptist groups and individuals gave a tremendous gift of food last 
year, and we are sure that you will give even more generously this 
year. 

626 Kearney Ave. / P.O. Box 4039 / Dept. WR_ 
Modesto, CA 95352 / (209) 529-1716 / (800) 344-7162 , 

I I . 
·',:-· -

Your gifts made it possible for us to care for our children adequately 
and also made it possible for us to stay within the amount budgeted 
for food for the year-in spite of rising costs. 

Remember.:._September is Food Round-Up time! 

*The September 8 issue of the Western Recorder will carry informa­
tion about the pick-up points for the entire state. 

OVERHOLTZER CHURCH FURNITURE, INC. 

SERVING ALL RELIGIONS 
Prices to satisfy every preference and need -­AIR . 

CONDITION~u,_. ~ - ..__., PARKING 

AREAS 

149 • ......, _ __,!:ii. Phqne 
~:kin ridge ~•-...__.,.... 6-0349 

PEARSON FUNERAL SERVICE 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Member: Ky. Funeral Directors -Burial Assn. 
Member: National Selected Morticians 

._ _____ ~by invitati,:,n, ______ _ 

teeplea 
~ 1..1gn1a6::: 

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIE 
Box 2250, Denvllle, VA 24541 

In VA (804) 797 •3277 

SCHOOL BUSES 
FOR SALE 

NOTICE OF BIDS 
Sealed bids for sale of two used school 
buses by Wolfe County Board of Edu­
cation, Campton, Ky., to be received at 
the office of the Superintendent of 
Schools, until 1 :00 p.m., September 21, 
1982. At that time the sealed bids will 
be opened and the sale of the vehicles 
transacted. 

The buses are described ·as follows: 
1974 Ford model, 60-passenger seat­
ing capacity, automatic transmission . 
1972 International, 60-passenger 
seating capacity , automatic 
transmission . 

These buses would be ideal for use 
as farm vehicles, campers, church 
transportation, or for storage 
purposes. More information can be 
secured by contacting the Superinten­
dent of Schools at 606-668-3155. 

~ .i i ;: . 

Do you know • • • 
you can live in your home and get a charitable deduction 
while making an important gift to Cuniberland College. 

If you didn't, you need the "Taxwise Homeowner's 
Guide," which explains this and more ways you can 
benefit our institution and get significant tax bene­
fits at the same time. Yours on request. 

~~~~~~~~ -----t t CLIP AND MAIL TODAY 

,~b~b ' 
, Cumberland College Please send me the free copy of , 

, , P . O. Box·191 "TaxwiseHomeowner'sGuide." , 
, Williamsburg, Ky. 40769 I understand there is no obligation. , 

f Name ____________ f 
f Address f 
t City _____________ State. ______ Zip, _____ t 
t If you would like this information in contemplation of a gift to your local Baptist Church or to a sister I 
A Baptist institution or agency, just ask for the material and we will send it without any obligation on your & 
, part whatsoever. , 

f Cumberland College DeveloJ?ment Program's Continuing Education Series . t . 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

-· 
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KBC 
ACTIVITIES 

SEPTEMBER 

10-11 WMU Leadership Conferences. 
Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly. 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact Jonathan Creek 
for reservations 
12 Single Adult Day. Suggestions for 
observing are in Family Life 1981-82 

· Planbook 
12-19 State Mission Week of Prayer 
and Eliza Broad~s Offering. Program 
and promotional materials available 
from WMU, KBC 

18 WMU Area Meeting. Columbia 
(Ky.) Baptist Church 
23-25 Kentucky Baptist Music Leader­
ship Retreat. Cedarmore. 6 p.m. on 
23rd to 1 p.m. on 25th. For volunteer, 
part time and full time music directors 
and for music faculty of KBC colleges 
25 WMU Area Meeting. Greenville , 
First Baptist Church 
25 WMU Leadership Conference. 
Clear Creek Baptist School. 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 
26-0ct. 3 Sunday School Preparation 
Week. Materials in Sunday School 
publications 

Life and Work Series 
RAHAB-FAITH THAT ACTS 

Joshua 2:1, 8-9, 11 Joshua selected 
two spies and sent them on the difficult 
and dangerous assignment of exploring 
the stronghold of Jericho. Not because 
they lacked morality but in order to 
avoid attracting attention, they secured 
lodging at the house of Rahab, a harlot. 
The presence of these strangers 

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
LESSONS 
SEPT. 5, 1982 

H. C. Chiles 

~// / 1~·---------e------Send the 
GOOD NEWS 

through the 

y 
~ 

-----•-
OCTOBER 

4-5 Haworth Conference. Cedarmore. 
Information from Baptist Homes for 
Children or Christian Life Relations 
Department, KBC 
7-8 • Brotherhood Convention. Somer­
set, Beacon Hill Baptist Church 
8-9 State Pioneer Congress. Somerset, 
Beacon Hill Baptist Church 
8-10 BSU State Convention. Eliza­
bethtown, Severns Valley Baptist 
Church / 
10 World Hunger Day. Information 
from Christian Life Relations Depart­
ment , KBC 

aroused suspicion and a detachment of 
soldiers was sent to seize and kill the 
spies. 

Recognizing the spies as the servants 
of God, Rahab hid them under the 
stalks of flax she had placed on the flat · 
roof of her house to dry. Soon officers 
of the king arrived at Rahab' s door 
searching for the spies. She informed 
them two strange men had stopped 
there and if pursuit were made immedi­
ately the men would be overtaken 
quickly. The officers rushed away to 
overtake them but their chase was in 
vain. 

Joshua 6:22, 24a, 25 On the housetop 
Rahab informed the spies the people 
were terror-stricken because of the 
miracles God had wrought for his 
people and told them she was con­
vinced the God of Israel was the only 
true God. She assured them of her faith 
in him. 

Hebrews 11:30-31 By means of a rope 
Rahab skillfully let down from the win­
dow in her house on the wall the two 
spies and they escaped their pursuers. 
Because of the faith of his people God 
demolished the walls of Jericho. Due to 
her genuine faith in God Rahab escaped 
unharmed. When the Israelites invaded 
Jericho, Rahab's house was the only 
one left standing. Her house and the 
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FRANK 
OWEN· 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, KBC 
Box 43433, Middletown, KY 40243 

SMALL SPACE TO SMALL MATTERS 

One of the snares that ever waits to 
plague the Churches and our Conven­
tion bodies is the tendency to contro­
verse over little issues that are less im­
portant than the attention we give 
them. I don't recall the details just now, 
but history has recorded that on the day 
of the great Communist Revolution led 
by Lenin in Russia, the higher ranking 
clergy of that nation was disputing over 
how wide the hem should be on a cler­
ical robe. (Or some such.) 

During days of combat in World War 
II in Europe we had a saying: "don't 
sweat the small stuff." Memory of that 
has helped to remind me through the 
years to keep small matters as low as 
possible on my worry list. As pastors 
we should try to keep our churches fo­
cused on higher level questions and 
ideas, avoiding wherever possible un­
necessary disputations over things that 
are relatively trivial. The late, re­
nowned Peter Marshall, as Chaplain of 
the United States Senate, prayed there 
one day as they controversed over too 
small a matter somewhat as follows: 

occupants were spared because the 
scarlet line was displayed in the 
window. 

God 's sovereign grace delivered 
Rahab from the depths of sin and 
shame and elevated her to the heights 
of honor and dignity. His grace brought 
her into the glorious maternal lineage 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

James 2:25-26 James used Rahab to 
illustrate the fact that faith produces 
works . In her we see a splendid dem­
onstration ofthe grace of God. Her 
faith preceded her works and her works 
proved the genuineness of her faith. 
True faith in God always expresses it­
self in good work. Genuine trust in God . 
calls for the full commitment of one's 
life to him. 

International Series 
GOD CREATES PERSONS 

Genesis 4:9 Man was the climax of 
God's creation. Made like God, man 
was a person of great dignity, capable 
of worshiping and having fellowship 
with his creator. Having made every 
provision for the comfort and happiness 
of Adam, 9od assigned him the task of 
keeping the garden in first class condi­
tion, thereby making it possible for the 
ground to produce an increase. 

(loose quotation) ''Lord help us to rec­
ognize a triviality when we meet it and 
to move on to things more worthy of the 
mind and strength of this great body. '' 

There are two kinds of controversies 
that surely ought to be avoided when­
ever possible and kept at minimal heat 
when they can 't be avoided. One is con­
troversy over too small matters and the 
other is disputation over moot questions 
whose solutions are impossible and on 
which agreement can never be reached. 
There are some questions that come -
among us from time to time which can't 
be proved either way. How foolish it is 
over ·such questions for the great 
Church of Jesus Christ to allow itself to 
become polarized and divided in a 
battle that no one can win: 

Let's keep great bodies focused on 
great things . Great strength shouldn't 
be concentrated over tiddle-de-winks , 
nor long debate given to the difference 
between Tweedle-dee and Tweedle­
dum. (Nero fiddled while Rome 
burned.) Remember the Proverb: "The 
mountain labored and brought forth a 
mouse." 

In the midst of the garden God 
placed "the tree of life" and "the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil.'' The 
fruit of the latter gave insight into mat­
ters beyond what God knew to be best 
for man. As a test of Adam's charac­
ter God gave him the explicit command 
not to partake of the fruit of that tree, 
and in love warned him of the penalty 
which would be incurred if the divine 
prohibition were violated. 

Genesis 2:18-25 God allowed Adam to 
observe all the living creatures in exist­
ence, but none of them answered to 
man 's nature. Therefore, God made 
Eve and gave her to him that he might 
have a companion and that the human 
family might be propagated. 

When husband ~d wife are united in 
Christian marriage, their joys are multi­
plied, their cares are divided, burdens 
are subtracted and much happiness is 
added to their lives. If husband and 
wife are blessed with children, they are 
_obligated to care for their offspring, to 
train them and to rear them in the nur­
ture and admonition of the Lord. It is 
difficult to exaggerate the importance 
of the institution of marriage and the 
family . Becoming one flesh involves a · 
complete identification of one personal­
ity with the other in interests. and pur­
suits under the direction and super­
vision of God. 



HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

Eldred M. Taylor, Executive Director 
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, KY 40243 

A WILL TO LIVE 

Doctors tell us a person seriously ill or 
injured has a much better chance to re­
cover if there is a strong will to live. 
Even when the doctor has done all that 
human skill and medical science can do, 
it is not unusual for a person to go on 
living and even fully recover because of 
the power of God and the person's will 
to live. On the other hand, when one 
loses the will to live, it is not unusual 
for death to soon come. 

Fortunately, there is within each of 
us a strong will to live . However, in 
spite of that will to live we are going to 
die sooner or later. Now I have a ques­
tion: though you have a will to live, do 
you have a will to direct the distribu­
tion of your possessions after your 
death? 

Actually everybody in Kentucky has a 
will. The question is: who made your 
will - you or the state? No one can die 
in Kentucky without a will because the 
state already has prepared a will for 
those who have not made one for them­
selves. To insure your wishes regarding 

CROSSING THE SWINGING BRIDGE 
I have walked on swinging bridges all 
my life. They seem such an ordinary 
part of life. But the swinging bridges of 
our area are things of wonder to our 
many visitors. Thousands have crossed 
them over the years with squeals of 
delight or trepidation. When one thinks 
of it, walking on boards suspended high 
in the air on cables above the quiet or 
raging waters of Goose Creek, depend­
ing on the season, is quite an experi­
ence. 

Joy Hawkins, wife of our principal 
Oliver Hawkins and a secretary in our 
business office, became acquainted 
with Oneida and ·our swinging bridges 
when she brought girls here for GA 
camp. She wrote in 1976: 

"As the bridge swayed, 
Unafraid, the girls crossed over 
. the creek, but-

One held back, afraid to cross. 
A helping hand on her shoulder 

made her brave . 
Looking toward the other end­

they crossed together. 
So are God's workers at O.B.I. 
THE HELPING HANDS 

to the girl or boy entering 
but afraid to cross life's 
bridge, due to being: 
a little slower than a classmate, 
a little weaker because of temp-

tations yielded to in the past, 

your possessions are fulfilled, it is 
necessary to prepare your will. 

Without a personal will, someone 
else will control and direct your affairs 
after ·you are gone. By making your own 

· will you can better provide for your 
loved ones and also set aside a portion 
of your estate to be used in the Lord's 
work. A will provides a Christian an 
opportunity to bear witness for our Lord 
beyond our time on earth. · 

Baptist Homes for Children have 
been blessed over and over by those 
persons who believed in our ministry to 
children and named us in their will. By 
preparing your will and naming your 
church or a Christian institution such as 
Baptist Homes for Children you can 
fulfill an opportunity you were unable 
to complete in life. Your possessions go 
on serving in the ministry of our Lord. 

It is not hard to express your will 
through a Christian will. Just tell your 
attorney what agencies you want to 
help. For more information about 
wills write Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, KY 
40243. 

a bit abused, perhaps, by family, 
friends, and circumstances 

Then- · 
A teacher, a worker, a counselor, 

even the president 
becomes the hand 
that points the way 

to learning 
to happiness 
to usefulness 

Most important of all, 
to God thru Jesus , 

And then -
WALKS beside the youth, praying 

each step of the way. 
Thus they cross the ·bridge 

together, unafraid of the 
future . 

DOING GOD'S WILL. 

A fine black student came to us three 
years ago from Montgomery, Ala. His 
family had heard of Oneida from a fam­
ily in New York whose only son is still 
one of our finest students. Albert had 
the usual "growing up"· pains. At one 
point we were forced to expel him. 

One memorable evening we wit­
nessed his acceptance of Jesus as 
savior. Our pastor, also a native of Ala­
bama, enveloped him in his arms. Yes, 
we are one in the spirit, one in his love. 

Albert finished his academic .work 
during our summer session. He is plan­
ning a military career and I believe he 

',' ... .. • • + r 

CLEAR CREEK 
COMMENTS 
Leon Simpson, President 
Clear Creek Baptist School, Pineville, KY 40977 . 

STARTING LIFE ANEW 

These past few days have been exciting 
ones at Clear Creek. We have been 
engaged in registering our students and 
beginning a new semester of study for 
the ministry of our Lord. Dozens of new 
students have moved to our campus 
with their families to begin preparing 
for full time service. These •: strangers" 
have moved into our midst to start a 
new life. 

All of us at times would like to start 
life over again. 

"I wish there were some wonderful 
place, called the Land of Beginning 
Again; Where all our mistakes and all 
our heartaches, And all of our poor 
selfish grief Could be dropped like a 
shabby old coat at the door, And never 
put on again." 

Louisa Fletcher 

How wonderful it is ·to experience a 
time of revival, renewal and spiritual 

will go far. His parents recently wrote: 
"We would like to thank your staff for 
the wonderful things you have done for 
our son. Albert has done a lot of grow­
ing up and has become a much better 
person since coming to your school. He 
has enjoyed it immensely and has made 
some everlasting friends among your 
staff. Words cannot express our appre­
ciation for your tolerance and under­
standing. ' ' 

Bob Jack Martin was the last teacher 
to serve at the old Magoffin Baptist 
Institute. After that school closed in 
1961, he remained there a year preach­
ing and doing mission work in that 
Breathitt County area. Then he came to 
Oneida where we were co-laborers 20 
years ago. I went to Iran and after my 
return to Oneida he and his wife went 
to Liberia as Southern Baptist mission­
aries. He writes: ''While we have gone 
out to another nation to share the mes­
sage of our savior, you are bringing 
people from other nations right to 
Oneida and sharing with them the 
gospel.' ' 

A Baptist leader wrote after staying 
on our campus for some days on his 
first visit: ''There are few places I have 
been where people have gone out of 
their way to take care of guests. I am 
absolutely amazed at the meals you 
serve. The quality of the cooking was 
magnificent. I have never been in an 

refreshment. I am convinced God does 
not want his children to live life on a 
lower plane, unhappy, miserable and 
wretched. The Lord wants us to get our 
eyes off ourselves, our sins and our cir­
cumstances and begin our lives anew 
daily with Jesus. 

' . " 
We may feel old, weak; tired, lim-

ited, inferior, frustrated, unhappy or 
handicapped. However, we have a 
great and sovereign God who is not 
limited. He brings fresh grace to us 
daily and has divine help available for 
our every need. He wants us to experi­
ence new life. 

So from all of us at Clear Creek to 
your heart, let us exhort you to avoid 
looking backward, inw_ard or around. 
We must look up and go forward. 
Remember God is not through with you 
until he is through with you. 

Come visit us at Clear Creek and ex­
perience new life with us. 

institutional setting where the meals 
were consistently of such high quality. 

''This has been one of the richest ex­
periences of my life. I stood back 
amazed, yet deeply grateful, for the 
work your staff is doing. I suppose 
'astonishment' is the best word to de­
scribe what is being done. It has been a 
resurrection experience in body as well 
as in spirit. " 

·ONEIDA 
JOURNA 

:Barkley Moore, 
Presider,.t, 

· Oneida Baptist 
. Institute, 

11 Oneida, KY 40972 
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If Reagan's way prevails, 
public school pupils suffer 
Sen. Ernest F. Hollings, D-S. C., has 
released a study showing if President 
Reagan's tuition tax credit bill became 
law private school pupils would receive 
more than three times the federal aid 
received by public school pupils by 
1984-85. 

Hollings said, ''This proves tuition 
tax credits would have a disastrous 
effect on our nation's public schools. It 
takes p-qblic support away from the 
public schools and provides it to private 
schools. ' That's unconscionable. The 

duty of a public government to public 
schools is to support them; the duty of 
public government to private schools is 
to leave them alone." 

The study of 65 large schooi districts 
in 29 states indicated Reagan adminis­
tration education policies will reduce on 
average federal aid to public schools 
from $206 per student in the 1980-81 
school year to $105 per student in the 
1984-85 school year - a drop of 49 per­
cent in four years . At the same time, 
federal aid to private schools will climb 
from an average of $43 per student in 
the 1980-81 school year to $329 per stu­
dent in the 1984-85 school year-an 
increase of 565 percent. 

Holy Land & Athens 
Departing December 27, Returning January 5 

• Dr. T. A. Prickett • Dr. Carson Bevil 

• Dr. Charles Owen • Rev. Harold Skaggs 

Call Today: 502-926-2473 
or write 

HOLY LAND & ATHENS 
P. 0. Box 2222 

CALL TOLL FREE DURING , 
SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 

i] c~(O)(O)c ~~ i] c~~(O)(O) 
(except in Tennessee) 

For your convenience you con coll SBC 
Stewardship Services to place your stewardship 
materials order. Coll between 7: 30 a. m. 

Owensboro, KY 42302 

and 4:00 p. m. (CST), Monday-Friday. During the other ten 
months coll 615-251-2036. 

Church-state mix halted 
Citing the principle of church-state sep­
aration, a federal judge struck down a 
program in Grand Rapids, Mich. under 
which public school funds were used to 
lease space in parochial schools and to 
hire instructors to teach there. 

U.S. Dist. Judge Richard A. Enslen 
said the programs violated the estab­
lishment clause of the First Amend­
ment because they have a ''primary 
effect of advancing religion" and "in­
volve an excessive government 
entanglement with religion." 

The $3 million "shared time" pro­
gram involved placement of 470 part 

CLASSIFIED , 
ADVERTISING 

FOR SALE: Bells, Carillons, Chimes, Hand Bells, 
Towers. Contact J. Berrien Minter, 2817 Brook­
dale Avenue, Louisville, KY 40220. 502-459-3223. 

05-12-82 
CARS sell for $119.95 (average). Also Jeeps, 
Pickups. Available at local Gov't Auctions. For 
Directory call 805-687-6000 Ext. 2520. Call refund­
able . 19-8-01 
ALUMINUM SIDING, quality work. Call Colville 
Aluminum Exterior Decorators (502) 425-3102 tf 

FOR SALE; 1971 FORD CHURCH bus, 54 passen­
ger, new tires, good condition. $2,200.00. Call 
502-877-2311. 9-29-01 
CARS $200! Trucks $150! Available at local gov't 
sales. Call (refundable) 1-714-569-0241 ext. 2306 
for directory that shows you how to purchase. 24 
hrs. 9-8-01 

l&E±su m cams: 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES I 
STEEPLES-CROSSES 

~

WATER HEATERS 
(_°ill TOLL FREE) . 

1-800-231~35 

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 
Dept. 27 /Box 518/0r1n1e, Texas 77630 

IN TEXAS: (713) 883-4246 

time and full time teachers in Catholic, 
Lutheran and Christian Reformed paro­
chial schools. The practice was chal­
lenged by six local taxpayers and 
Americans United for Separation o( 
Church and State .. 

Correction 
The Baptist Forum letter on page 
nine of last week's (Aug. 25) issue 
inviting contributions for preserving 
remains of historic Long Run Bap­
tist Church was written by James 
Zaring and not by Barry Allen. The 
project is an idea of Mr. Zaring but, 
as treasurer of the Kentucky Bap­
tist Historical Society, Mr. Allen 
would serve as custodian of any 
contributions for the project. We 
regret the error . 

4 
BAPTISTRIES 

. FIBERGLASS 
CHURCH PRODUCTS 

CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 •TN.COLLECT 615-875-0679 

3511 HIXSON PK. • CHATTA. TN 37415 ~ 

Name one person who 
doesn't like pecans 
Mascot pecans are a fund-raising natural because 
who can resist them? Crunchy and natural in your 
choice of two sizes or candied in seven delightful 
variations. 

For more information on how Mascot pecans 
can help your club or group organize a very suc­
cessful fund-raising campaign, just call our toll­
free number or write. 

MASCOT PECAN CO. 

800 841 3985 P.O. BOX 1TTJL. 
GLENNVILLE, GA. 30427 

LONG TERM CARE THAT'S 
LONG ON CARING ■ ■ ■ 

· Baptist Home for the Elderly, Inc., which operates 
Baptist Home East, is dedicated to providing the long­
term resident .with a comprehensive care program. 
Our professional staff works together, under your 
doctor's supervision, to design and carry out a pro:. 

. gram structured to meet individual requirements. 

The facility is made up of 110 beds, which offer both 
intermediate and personal care. Baptist Home East is 
certified by Medicaid and licensed by the State of 
Kentucky. 

Pleasant surroundings add to a friendly atmosphere 
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where residents interact on a regular basis in a variety 
of planned acti~ities programs. 

The ke~ to, the facility's health care system is a staff of 
d·edicated nursing personnel, available 24 hours per 
day. 
Baptist Home East realizes that long-term care .in­
volves more than . just medication and therapy. We 
believe that caring for residents, both mentally and 
spiritually, · in a Christian atmosphere, is a very impar­
tant_ aspect of our total care. You are invited to con­
tact us or visit our facility to learn more about our to­
tal care concept. 

Baptist. Home East 
3001 Hounz Lane 
Louisville, Kentucky 40222 
(502) 426-5531 
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Blind missionary does not lack vision 
by Karen Estes 

Since Sherilyn Richardson is blind, 
working with the blind was ''the obvi­
ous thing to do." But it wasn't obvious 
to her, she had always insisted. 

God changed her attitude though and 
she spent this summer working with the 
blind in the Talledega, Ala. area. She 
was appointed by the Home Mission 
Board and worked through First Baptist 
Church, Talladega, to visit in homes 
and be involved with students at E. H. 
Gentry Technical School. 

There are more b}4id people in Talla­
dega than in any other area of Ala­
bama, she said. The1 Alabama Institute 
for the Blind and Deaf has been located 
there for over 100 years and students 
come to school and after graduation 
stay. 

In spite of the high concentration of 
blind people t.here is almost no integra­
tion between the blind and the rest of 
the community and ·''segregation is the 
accepted thing," she has found. Most 
churches in the area welcome blind 
members but don't actively attempt to 
help them become interested. 

''My dream is to have students from 
the school for the blind involved in 
church and youth activities and partici­
pating just like any other children or 
youth," she said. "Su~day school and 
worship services are held at the school 
but it is better for the kids if they can 
come here and take part in the 
church,'' she explained. 

Miss Richardson is seeking prime 
members of the church for a greater 
ministry to the blind, aware of churches 
in other communities that took an inter-

est in ministry to the blind for a few 
months then dropped the program 
altogether. "That's worse than never 
starting," she admitted. She hopes to 
help First Baptist Church understand 
her dreams and some of the problems 
involved with ministry to the blind so 
many of those problems can be over-
come at the beginning. . 

The Vinings; Ga. native went through 
the public schools in Cobb County and 
is a recent graduate of Shorter College, 
Rome, Ga. She graduated from both 

Harlan native McNiel 
perforIDS at World's Fair 
Patience. Endurance. · Flexibility. Those 
three words have kept Harlan native 
Roy McNiel onstage this summer. · 

McNiel is a member of Baptist Min­
istries ' musical-drama team Power­
Source which performs in the Baptist 

Bright smiles have made Roy McNiel ~f 
Harlan, Diane Pool of Milwaukee, Wis., 
and their PowerSource team members a 
popular attraction at the 1982 World's 
Fair. McNiel is a member of the Baptist 
pavilion's musical-drama team., 

pavilion at the 1982 World's Fair. Daily 
the 16-member troupe performs Ken 
Medema's musical "Love, You Spoke a 
Word" in the pavilion. The group also 
performs a variety of pop and Broadway 
tunes in two of the fair' s outdoor 
theaters where they are accompanied 
by the DuPont Band, the official 
World's Fair band: 

Twenty-onE:l-year-old McNiel was the 
only Kentuckian selected from a group 
of 150 auditioning college age people. 
McNiel, who graduated from a techni­
cal school with a welding degree, said, 
''I felt like the Lord was leading me to 
sing so I tried out. I wanted the experi­
ence of singing every day for six 
months and the opportunity ~o share 
Christ with all kinds of people. '' 

According to McNiel people-watch­
ing and people-meeting are what he 
enjoys most about the fair. He admitted 
with a grin, however, that the video 
games in the fair' s arcades were a big 
favorite too. 

After nearly 300 performances of the 
musical McNiel said he wasn't tired of 
it. ''I feel privileged that I'm getting to 
do it. It (the musical) puts God's mes­
sages in simple terms." 

In his spare time McNiel can be 
found playing basketball or cleaning his 
car. "The (rest of the cast) kid me and 
say I'm going to wash the paint off," 
the bass singer laughed. 

McNiel said he hoped to continue 
singing after the fair ends. "I haven't 
heard anything for sure yet but I have 
auditioned for other Christian groups. ' ' 

PowerSource will continue to perform 
daily in the Baptist pavilion until the 
fair's end Oct. 31. Free tickets for the 
35-minute musical-drama are available 
at the pavilion's front entrance. 

high school and college with honors. • 'It 
was a tremendous advantage to grow 
up with sighted people," she said. The 
state of the blind won't advance, she 
continued, "until parents, families and 
blind children themselves can accept 
their blindness and go on from there." 
Churches are going to have to play a 
major role in this concept, Miss Rich-

ment involved speaking to large 
· groups. • 'I try to show with my own life 
that a blind person can be involved in a 
normal lifestyle.'' In speaking she. tries 
to ''interweave my life and testimony 
with my work here." This summer she 
has lived in a backyard apartment with 
her seeing-eye dog, Skipper. "Skipper 
is an asset in witnessing," she said, 

'My dream is to have _students f~pm 
j 

the school for the blind involve~ • 
in 

church and youth aclivities and 

participating like other child ren.' 

ardson feels, ' 'because schools aren't 
doing it." 

While visiting in homes, she tries to 
help parents of blind children realize 
they can develop normally and do any­
thing they want to do. She has a special 
interest in working with families with 
blind children - especially young 
children. 

A big part of her sU1I11Der job assign~ 

"because people come up to me to see 
him and it gives me a chance to talk to 
them." 

In college, Miss Richardson majored 
in music education. ''I still think I 
would love to teach," she said. In 
March she felt God calling her into mis­
sion work so while working for the Lord 
this summer she is waiting for him to ' 
show her what to do next. , 

MINISTER OF RECONCILIATION-Roger Arienda, who maintains a vigorous 
schedule of preaching, personal witnessing and radio and television broadcasts in 
the Philippines, pauses on the grounds of Ridgecrest [N. C.] Baptist Conference 
Center to. talk about his experiences. A radical political agitator until he ac«;epted 
Christ in prison in 1975, Arienda received a standing ovation from foreign missions 
conferees after he shared his dramatic testimony. He told the audience that in 
prison "I learned the habit of praying and the Lord had the habit of answering my 
prayers; we had good fellowship together.'' From Ridgecrest Arienda flew to 
Oceanside, Cal., to spend a few days with his parents, whom he hadn't seen since 
they left the Philippines seven years ago because of political pressure stemming 
from their son's antigovernment activities. 
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It still costs ,. 

a small fortune 
-
. to get 

· Western · Recorder · 
. . 

to print and 
. mail your 
. church newsletter 

every week. 

--------------~---------, 
I'm interested in details on the church 
page edition! Please send me informa­
tion by return mail, without cost or 
further obligation. 

Name 

$JO.OO 

~~ms ! WESTERN RECORDER 
Church . I · 

. Title or Office _________ I 

Telephone ( ) ---- .! . All you wanted . in a state paper 
Mail to Ray Hayes, Western Recorder, Box I 
43401, Middletown, KY 40243 . . . or for · I 
quicker response, call us at I 

-(502) 245-4101 ext. 273 J -
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