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Favoritism seen
in having envoy
to Vatican City

Americans United for Separation of
Church and State has announced oppo-
sition to the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the U. S. Govern-
ment and the Vatican.

Americans United said any formal
diplomatic link between the U. S. and
the headquarters of the Roman Catho-
lic Church would constitute favoritism
for one religious faith and would con-
travene the First Amendment which
prohibits any government action ‘‘re
specting an establishment of religion.”’

U. S. Rep. Clement Zablocki, chair-
man of the House foreign affairs com-
mittee, and 24 cosponsors recently filed
H.J. Res. 316, “‘providing for the estab-
lishment of United States diplomatic
relations with the Vatican.’’ The resolu-
tion would repeal an 1867 congressional
act prohibiting such a diplomatic ex-
change.

‘“There is really no need for the es-
tablishment of diplomatic relations with
the Vatican because the U. S. ambas-
sador to the Italian Government in
Rome can easily handle whatever busi- -
ness may be necessary between the in-
terested parties,’”’ said W. Melvin
Adams, executive director of Ameri-
cans United. :

President Franklin D. Roosevelt sent
Myron Taylor as his personal envoy to
Pope Pius XII from 1939-50. President’
Harry Truman attempted to name Gen-
eral Mark Clark as full ambassador to
the Vatican in 1951 but an outcry from
Americans of many religious traditions
forced him to withdraw the appoint-
ment.

President John F. Kennedy, a Roman
Catholic who advocated strict church-
state separation, declined to name a
representative to the Vatican. He said
he saw no benefit to either party to
such an arrangement.

President Richard Nixon reestab-
lished the personal envoy in 1970, when
he sent Henry Cabot Lodge to the Vati-
can. President Ronald Reagan’s per-
sonal representative is William Wilson,
a California businessman.
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Seminary announces personnel shifts
as Shurden res1gns, Bennett named

Walter B. Shurden has resigned as
dean of the School of Theology at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
He will become chairman of the Depart-
ment of Christianity at Mercer Univer-
sity, Macon, Ga., Aug. 15.

Replacing Shurden at Southern will
be G. Willis Bennett, 64, currently di-
rector of graduate studies and professor
of church and community.

Shurden’s wife, Kay, also will join
the Mercer faculty as associate profes-
sor of family and community medicine
in the university’s school of medicine.

Shurden, 46, became dean at the
seminary in 1980. Before coming to
Louisville in 1975 the Shurdens were
both professors at Carson-Newman Col-
lege, Jefferson City, Tenn.

Shurden is a leading Baptist historian
who has achieved prominence as an
interpreter of Baptist history. He is
author of Not A Silent People: Contro-
versies That Have Shaped Southern

' Baptists; Associationalism Amang Bap-

tists in America, 1707-1814, and The
Sunday School Board; Ninety Years of
Service. _

R. Kirby Godsey, Mercer president,
commented that Shurden’s decision to
join the faculty ‘‘is a critical compon-
ent toward assuring that Mercer de-
velops a strong and leading academic

Stars in our crown

Country music stars Walt Mills [kneel-
ing left] and Jeannie C. Riley [kneeling
right] sign autographs for fans after
appearing on ‘‘Country Crossroads,’’ a
new TV show that will premiere on the
American Christian Television System
next year. Produced by the Radio and-
Television Commission of the Southern
Baptist Convention, the weekly 30-
minute show features songs and testi-
monies by country music performers.
Jerry Clower [standing] cohosts the
program, which is based on the popular
RTVC radio show of the same name.
Thirteen episodes were videotaped re-
cently at Six Flags Over Texas.

program in the field of religion.”’

‘“At this point in Walter Shurden’s
life,”” Godsey continued, ‘‘he is making
his most important contribution to the
leadership and the interpretation of
Baptist life and history.”’

Shurden, a native of Mississippi, re-
ceived the MDiv and ThD degrees from

.New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-

nary. He is active in Baptist World Alli-
ance and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

Mrs. Shurden holds the MA degree
in English from Louisiana Tech Univer-

sity and a doctorate from University of

Shurden

Mfs. Shurden

Tennessee.

Bennett has been a member of the
seminary faculty since 1959. He holds
the MDiv, ThM and PhD degrees from
Southern Seminary and the MSW de-
gree from University of Louisville.

Bennett is former pastor at Union
City (Ky.) Baptist Church and four
churches in his native North Carolina.

He was author of a strategic study on
churches in transitional areas for the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board
and is recognized nationally as an early
pioneer of supervised field education
for ministers.

8.5 by ’85: ‘It’s working,’
say SS leaders north of us

The goal to increase Southern Baptists’
Sunday school enrolment from the pres-
ent 7.6 million to 8.5 million by Sept.
30, 1985 is challenging but attainable,
according to five Sunday school direc-
tors of three state conventions and two
fellowships. -

Mike Collins, Ohio; Bill Crider, as-
sociate director in Illinois; Lew Rey-
nolds, Indiana; Bill Chambers, Minne-
sota/Wisconsin fellowship; and Eddie
Olds, Iowa fellowship, attended Ridge-
crest North, a recent Sunday school
leadership conference at Winona Lake
(Ind.) Bible Conference Center.

‘“The goal has permeated the church-
es,”’ said Reynolds. “‘I don’t talk to
many who don’t have some idea of what
it’s all about. They see it primarily as
enroling people in Bible study and
starting new units.”’

The key to the 14 percent enrolment
increase in Minnesota/Wisconsin in
1982 was church leaders ‘‘becoming
aware we can grow and seeing the Sun-
day school as the organization that will
bring about growth,’’ said Chambers.

Crider, Collins and Olds agreed the
churches which have set 1982-83 goals
for enrolment increases are experienc-
ing the greatest growth. As part of 8.5
by ’85, churches are asked to set goals,
report goals and quarterly progress to
the Sunday School Board and develop
and implement strategies for reaching
the goals.

As of June 30 a total of 11,631
churches had reported goals for 1983.
There are 35,862 churches in the South-
ern Baptist Conventlon

“The goal setting process has in-
creased the awareness of pastors about
8.5 by '85,”’ said Collins. At present,

268 of the state’s 464 churches (57.5
percent) have reported goals and
Collins said he hopes to see that figure
increase to 75 percent for 1983-84.

However, he warned of potential
problems if goals are set only by the
pastor and the Sunday school director.
‘‘Key leaders need to be involved in
goal setting,’’ said Collins.

A second factor cited was starting
new Sunday schools and beginning new
classes or departments within existing
Sunday schools.

‘““We’re at a significant point of
growth,”’ said Olds. ‘‘Churches in Iowa
are aware of growth and are reaching
out. The idea of starting new Sunday
schools is not something we have to
push. That is a way of life with us.’’

In Indiana, Reynolds said, ‘‘New
churches are accounting for much of
our increase. The older, established
churches are not getting it done.’’ He
said 39 percent of Indiana churches are
growing while 61 percent are either
stabilized or declining in enrolment due
to population shifts and other factors.

““If our older churches are to grow, -
new units must be started,’’ said Rey-
nolds. He called for new classes and
departments within existing age groups
but also those to meet special needs of
ethnic and language groups as well as
handicapped persons.

‘“We need to break from our old tra-
ditional patterns of following the
moving vans with Georgia and Alabama

. tags,”’ he said.

The decade of the 19808 in Illinois is
the decade of enrolment, said Crider.
“‘Our overall goal is to have 500,000
persons enroled in Bible study by
1990.”’
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Kentucky court halts circumvention of constitution

Kentucky Supreme Court justices clearly dis-
charged their duties in ruling unconstitutional a
1978 state law providing state funds for free
textbooks for parochial and private school pupils.
The law was considered unconstitutional by
many observers when it was enacted and it was
funded the first year with only enough appro-
priation to provide for a constitutional test in the
courts. It has required this much time for the
courts’ processes. v

The Kentucky constitution is even stronger in
its provisions for prohibiting state funds to be
used for private or parochial education than the
United States Constitution. The Kentucky
courts, however, have not consistently upheld
this constitutional prohibition. The circuit courts,
especially, have been lax as evidenced by the
Franklin Circuit Court which earlier upheld the
free textbook measure.

Various ways have been devised to circum-
vent the obvious intent of the Kentucky consti-
tution to keep tax funds from going to non-pub-

Franklin Baptists have learned to

To paraphrase a television commercial well
known to Kentuckians, Franklin First Baptists do
it right or they don’t do it. This year marks the
150th anniversary of this congregation and their
weeklong celebration (July 10-17) was a magnifi-
cent thing to experience.

First Baptist, Franklin, is one of the truly
strong churches in Kentucky. The church con-
tinues to grow in size and effectiveness in spite
of spending a large share of its resources on
other congregations. They have learned that to
give is to gain.

Franklin is one of the most completely
churched towns in Kentucky and this is mainly
due to the generous efforts of First Church.
Church leaders have not been so concerned
about building a super First Church as starting
and helping other Baptist churches in all areas of
the city. ,

Three other strong churches have sprung up
in Franklin since 1965 and Franklin First has

A commendable

More mature Baptist statesman and Baptist
schools should follow the examples of James
Landes and Baylor University. Landes, execu-
tive director of the Baptist General Convention
of Texas before retiring last year, has joined the
Baylor University faculty as distinguished pro-
fessor of religion. His objective will be to help
young Baptist pastors prepare for the stress
which surely is to come and which is taking a
heavier and heavier toll of pastors.

Next to a personal call from God and an un-
conditional commitment to that call there is no
greater need for Baptist pastors and other
church staff members than insight into how to
deal with stress. Consider the following facts:

® The stress level of Baptist preachers is the
highest or among the highest of any denomina-

lic education. The chief loophole which has been
used is the constitutional language which says
no taxes levied for ‘‘education’’ can be used for
parochial schools. The key word resorted to is

“‘education.’’ Free transportation for parochial

pupils has been allowed by the courts on the
basis that transportation of pupils is not aiding
education but is in the interest of public safety.
The other maneuver of the circumventers is to
claim that aid like books, laboratory equipment,
etc. is aid to persons and not to schools. Presi-
dent Reagan resorts to this same argument in
his push for tuition tax credits for parents of pri-
vate school pupils. More and more Baptists who
have started Baptist parochial schools are now
seeking tax funds for their schools though such a
position is contrary to long standing Baptist
positions on separation of church and state.
Seeking state aid for parochial education is
more than a legal matter. It is a moral issue. As
the Kentucky Supreme Court ruling on the
statute said, ‘‘The people of Kentucky specified

been the generous sponsor of all of them. Cal-
vary, dating from 1965, is now the second larg-
est church in Simpson Association in resident
membership and is third in total income and
mission expenditures. !

Barbe Baptist was constituted in 1974 after
long years of struggle and encourageément from
First Church. The latest child of First Baptist,
Fairview Baptist, was featured in the July 20
Western Recorder (page 3) and, although not yet
formally constituted, is already a strong congre-
gation with unusually adequate facilities.

Franklin and Simpson County have good rea-
son to be considered the garden spot of Ken-
tucky. The soil is fertile and the agricultural
economy is strong. Progressive minded citizens
went after and got some choice industries sev-
eral years ago thus giving a further boost to the
economy. :

The most treasured asset of Franklin and
Simpson County, however, is not its fertile fields

by the language of the constitution in terms that
are clear and unmistakable that the type of ex-
penditures authorized by the statute in question
should be unconstitutional. If the people of Ken-
tucky wish to change their position in this mat-
ter, it is their right to do so.”’

To try to circumvent a clear constitutional pro-
hibition is immoral. The moral thing to do is to
try to change the constitution.

But before trying to change this constitutional
prohibition we would do well to reflect upon our
forefathers’ convictions. They believed two
things strongly. One was every boy and girl in
Kentucky deserves an opportunity for free edu-
cation through high school. The other conviction
was that the state should stay out of religious

‘matters including parochial schools. These con-

stitution framers were wiser than those now try-
ing to circumvent clear constitutional prohibi-
tions. They also knew the state could not afford
to fund a public school system and a parochial
school system. We ought to know as much.

® o tO o
nor its prosperous industries but its people and
their quality. The jet set is small and the
swingers are few. Old fashioned morality re-
mains the unapologized for community standard.
Churches are considered a community asset and
preachers are influential in community life.

How can this writer claim all of this for Frank-
lin and Simpson County? Because six of the
happiest and most profitable years for my family
and me were spent as pastor of Providence, one
of Simpson County’s choice congregations.

The invitation of Franklin First Baptist pastor
David Crocker to join in the 150th anniversary
celebration was understandably welcome. The
joy of the occasion was enhanced by remember-
ing that my treatment as the pastor of a rural
church nearly 40 years ago was as gracious as
my treatment week before last as the editor of
the state Baptist paper.

(

effort to help pastors meet stress

tion. One reason is that in our completely autono-
mous local church government the responsibil-
ity for the success of a church is placed ulti-
mately and finally upon the pastor. In a

- hierarchical form of church government the local

pastor or priest has help from the hierarchy.

® 80% of the difficulty in Baptist churches
stem from staff conflicts. :

¢ Almost all Baptist pastors have suffered
some kind of stress or crisis by age 40.. :

® Blood pressure checks reveal dangerously
high levels among Baptist pastors.

® The ill effects of tension and stress among
pastors are so common and so pronounced today
as to be considered a new disease for which a
new name has been given. It is known as ‘‘min-
isterial burnout’’ and its victims are legion.

Is this new disease treatable? Yes, it is, but
prevention is the best approach. And Dr. Landes
is just the physician to work on the cure. He
knows about this malady. As pastor of several
large churches and as chief executive of the
giant Texas convention, he has had full exposure
to it. This is why he has vowed to do everything
in his power to prepare young pastors for the
lifetime of stress he knows awaits them.

The ultimate objective of Dr. Landes is to set
up seminars and counseling centers where
young preachers can receive enough help to stay
with: their first love —the church.

Other Baptist colleges and Baptist leaders will
be watching the efforts of Dr. Landes very care-
fully and anxiously. If they prove successful,
other Baptist schools will provide similar help.
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Kentucky reaps benefits
from Coop Program

Kentucky Baptists are getting definite
returns on the portion of their Coopera-
tive Program gifts that support the
work of the Southern Baptist Radio and
Television Commission (RTVC).

Statistics released from the market-
ing department of the RTVC indicate
that 127 stations—about 47 percent of
Kentucky’s 268 broadcast outlets—are
airing 196 Baptist-produced programs.

‘‘Country Crossroads’’ and
‘““Powerline,’’ each on 56 stations,
share honors as the two most popular
Baptist programs in the state.
‘‘Country Crossroads’’ is the half-hour
country music program starring
comedian Jerry Clower and Country
Music Hall of Fame disc jockey Bill
Mack. ‘‘Powerline’’ is aimed at teen-
agers and young adults, combining the
music they enjoy with spiritual mes-
sages from the host.

The next most widely listened to
show in Kentucky is ‘‘MasterControl,”’
on 22 stations. ‘‘The Baptist Hour’’ is
on 17 stations and ‘‘On Track’’ is on
16 stations. ‘‘On Track’’ is the RTVC’s
newest radio program and features con-
temporary religous music.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

CHURCH BUS. 1969 Ford 66 passenger. Carpen-
ter body, average condition, spent $1,000 on re-
pairs and new items $2,500. Call 502-245-4250 or
502-245-5327. 8-10-00

HOMEMAKER’S DREAM! $300 free kit and top
pay for showing House of Lloyd toys and gifts
through November. No invement, collecting, or
delivering. Call 933-2267, 448-0240 or 776-381_57.01
24-

BAPTISTRIES

FIBERGLASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS

CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 ¢ TN. COLLECT 615-875-0679
3511 HIXSON PK. e CHATTA. TN 37415

Passion Play Tour
“Oberammergau”
16 days . . . departing May 13, 1984
$2,499 from Philadelphia
Germany, France,

Switzerland, Austria
Known Professional Courier
Request Information:

Miss Jane T. Kent - 502/897-1396
BRYAN TOURS, INC. 1-800-647-5296

For lﬁé econamy,

conscious chourch . . .

O STEEPLES O SIGNS

O CUPOLAS O BAPTISTRIES
O COLUMNS O LOUVERS

O CORNICES O SHUTTERS
O CROSSES O RAILINGS

Aluminum fabrication —
our specialty
WRITE OR CALL
502-932-7091

ALUMINUM FABRICATORS

P.Q. BOX 267 ® GREENSBURG, KY. 42743

COLVILLE ALUMINUM
EXTERIOR DECORATORS »

ROOFING

SIDING
AND TR'M Serving
425-3102 ¢ 425-3182

7320 LA GRANGE RD. LOUZNICYE

BEORGIA CA Many

en
T Yuring

Chy,
ot o

20 Veaps

CHURCHES

designed, built, and
furnished on your lot, average
price $36/sq. ft. We dasign for

seating 130 to 2500.

(Not prefabricated)

Includes: Masonry and wood construction. social area.
offices, classrooms, nursery, choir, robe rooms. baptistry,
steeple, carpetl. and Sanctuary with padded pews.

FAMILY ACTIVITY CENTERS
Steel or masonry from $22/sq. ft.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL DESIGNS
4 classrooms and larger

Write or call for FREE information and brochures
(803) 268-7297  (803) 268-7090

2 NoRTHWAY
“ -7 CONTRACTORS

INC. 12%0?:‘553129687

NEW ENGLAND plus CAPE COD -
NIAGARA TALLS -
PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH FALL TOUR

Departure October 5, 1983

13 Days of Escorted Travel
Through 12 States and Canada

Phone or write today —
Heritage Travel

1204 S. 3rd Louisville, KY 40203

(502) 636-9211
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9 Days Jordan - lIsrael
only $1049 (N.Y. departure)

Sept. 15, 1983-May 14, 1984
® One Free for Five Paying (Tour Q1)
e Offered Special by THE QUEST GROUP
e Regular Scheduled Airlines

Also From New York

Tour Q2 -9 d@ys all-Israel
$1,164 (Nov. 1, 1983-Mar. 31, 1984)

Tour Q3 -9 days Israel, Cairo
$1, 267 (Nov. 1, 1983-Mar. 31, 1984)

Tour Q4 - 10 days Jordan, Israel, Cairo
$1,229 (Sept. 15, 1983-May 14, 1984)

From Atlanta

Tour Q5 -9 days all Israel
$1242 (Sept. 1, 1983-Apr. 30, 1984)

Tour Q6 -9 days Israel, Cairo
$1329 (Sept. 1, 1983-Apr. 30, 1984)

® One free for five paying on each of the above

® Additional nights arranged at a minimum charge

@ One night stopover in Europe and European extensions arranged
without stopover charges

® Oberammergau Passion Play 1984 programs available

MAIL TO: The Quest Group ® 777 Cleveland Ave., S.W. e Atlanta, GA
30315e Tel: Toll Free 1-800-241-1042 ¢ In Georgia 404-763-8696.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

ARE YOU GETTING ALL THE
PROTECTION YOU ARE PAYING FOR?

Good
Drivers
who don’t
drink

Ashland Mike Pennington 2200 Beech St., Suite A
Bardwell Lowell King Ins. Agency Box 247

Bowling Green R. L. Blaine 1005 E. 15th St.
Dayspring Ins. Agency 814 State St.

Howard Associates 1120 Fairview Ave.

Ken Curry 820 High St., Box 277
Jessie Ins. Agency P.O. Box 369

Cold Spring Robert Cahill 405 Uhl Rd., P.O. Box 72 441-9035
Elizabethtown Norma Self 433 W. Dixie Highway 765-4287
Erlanger Ray Miller 22 Commonwealthr Ave., Box 6175  271-6700
Hazard Napier Ins. Agency P.O. Box 477 436-3645
Hopkinsville Ray Nelson Ins. Agency 807 Country Club Lane 885-1800
Lexington Steve Crace 1018 New Circle Rd., Suite 205 255-8436
Tony Harvey 1018 New Circle Rd., Suite 205 255-8436
Bob Lee 431 So. Broadway, Suite 323 253-1140
Dale Aldridge 125 Chenoweth Lane, Suite 207 897-3755

324-7750
628-3110
842-5709
781-1111
842-5136
422-3141
465-5502

Brandenburg
Campbellsville

Louisville

Madisonville
Morgantown
Murray
Neon
Owensboro

Paducah
Russell
Stanton

St. Matthews

Tateville
West Point
Winchester

Harwell-Terry Ins. Ag.
Rick Hickman
David Jaggers
Norman Klang

~ Joan Pritchett

Williams Ins. Service
Jimmy Williamson
Kenneth Childress Ins. Ag.
Karen Arnold Ins. Agency
Bob Nanney Insurance Agency
Welch Insurance Agency
Franks Agency

Henry Moody Ins. Agency
Varble Ins. Agency
Thomas Ins. Agency

Bill Bowe

Ray Rogers Ins. Agency
Glenna Hensley

Jay Newton

Jim Stepp

Bill Campbell

Culver Insurance Agency
Scarlet Lumpkins

4206 Stable Place

Suite 112, Dixie Manor Bldg.
4634 Taylor Bivd.

Suite 112, Dixie Manor Bidg.
4333 Cavelle Ave.

6808 Fenwick Dr.

1165 Dixie Highway

686 Oak St.

So. Tyler St.

107 No. 4th St.

Box 275

218 W. 8th St., Suite 106

1802 Breckenridge St.

1402 Frederica St.

164 Augusta-Lone Oak

1250 Diederick Blvd.

Holman Dr., Rt. #3, Box 323
400 Sherburn Lane, Suite 107
400 Sherburn Lane, Suite 107
400 Sherburn Lane, Suite 107
U.S. 27, Box 17

601 Elm Street

106 Mallard Lane

426-8535
933-3900
366-1380
933-3900
366-0739
239-7215
589-7702
821-4873
526-3437
753-4937
633-0634
685-5161
683-1556
685-3456
554-1808
836-9779
663-4935
893-2566
893-2566
893-2566
561-6455
922-4042
744-6102
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SERVICE FOR CHURCHES

Let us help you make your place of worship
beautiful and comfortable.

GEORGETOWN COLLEGE

“announces its fifth‘ annual

YOUTH CHOIR DAY

Saturday, September 17, 1983

CARPET — the latest colors, styles, and quality at
special prices ® pews removed, repaired, and reinstalled
by experienced workmen. !

PEWS PADDED — wide selection of fabrics from which
to choose e thick foam and durable nylon fabric for .
comfort and lasting beauty.

HUNDREDS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS —
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE — REFERENCES SUPPLIED

Write or Call Collect Today for Free Information

— Featuring —

®loads of fun
*Free picnic lunch

*Great choir experience
*College football excitement
®* and much more

Box 40136 P.O. Box 48
Cincinnati, Ohio 45240 Burlington, KY 41005
(513) 851-2296 (606) 586-7785

Give Boldly

Write or phone Steve Cook today...he’s
waiting to hear about your plans to attend
this big day for Baptist Choir Youth. He
can be called at 502/863-8041.

Georgetown Col]gge
Georgetown, Kentucky 40324

Through the

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM
and to Associational Missions

, @ » @ @ : v
Growing an Evangelistic Church
SEMINAR SEPTEMBER 15-16, 1983

Carlisle Ave. Baptist Church ® 3548 Taylor Blvd., Louisville
- CONFERENCE LEADERS:
DR. FRANK y REV. ROBERT REV. JAY
CRUMPLER CAMPBELL BROWN
Home Home Director,
Mission ‘Mission Dept. of Evangelism
Board Board KBC
Atlanta, Ga. Atlanta, Ga. Middletown, Ky.
e - REGISTRATION FORM -----=-==—-—-—-—-
SEMINAR | Growing An Evangelistic Church Seminar RETURN TO:
| September 15-16, 1983
SCHEDULE i Carlisle Ave. Baptist Church, Louisville ISR
s t b 15 = EVANGELISM DEPT.,
eptember LT R o N | PO PR SR e ) PR L KBC
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. i TR e . (SUOTTEN SRR v e, Y SV P. 0. BOX 43433
September 16 e o R e i AR o asl A ek ».3 MIDDEETOWN, KE
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.-m. ! Registration fee $10.00 enclosed O S
JAY BROWN, Director, Department of Evangelism, KBC, Baptist Building, P.0. Box 43433, Middletown, KY 402430433




H. C. Chiles

Wl Clear CreeR Baptist School, Pineville, KY 40977

LESSON FOR AUGUST 7, 1983

International Series
NAOMI AND RUTH

Ruth 1:16-20 After news came that
conditions were better in Judah, Naomi
informed her daughters-in-law of her
decision to return to Bethlehem and to
spend her last days among her friends.
Her daughters-in-law accompanied
Naomi a considerable distance; the
Bible states that Orpah went ‘‘back to
her people and to her gods,’”’ and we
have never received any more informa-
tion about her.

Ruth refused to return home, clung
to Naomi, and made the earnest en-
treaty recorded in verses 16 and 17. She
expressed her resolution to travel with
Naomi anywhere, to live with her in any
place, to accept Naomi’s people as her
own, to adopt Naomi’s belief in°God, to
die with her at any time and to rest with
her in a common grave wherever it
might be. With those immortal words
Ruth steps into the Hall of Fame. Her
language was that of renunciation, for
she was deliberately turning her back
on her country, her people and her
former gods. It was also the language
of self-surrender, for she was binding
herself to Naomi, to her way of life, to
her people and to her God.

Their arrival in Bethlehem must have
been a humiliating experience for
Naomi, who had left in a spirit of proud
independence and had returned very
poor and bereft of her husband and her
sons. Although bitterness had been her
lot, Naomi had learned that God had
not forgotten to be gracious unto her.
Ruth 3:1-5 The ancient Israelites did
not help the poverty-stricken by giving
them handouts, but by leaving a share
of their grain in the fields in order that

the needy might glean a part of the
leftover grain, take it home with them,
and use it as their own. Thus the way
was opened for these poor widows,
Naomi and Ruth, to help themselves in
the fields of Boaz, a kinsman of Elime-
lech. Thus the Hebrews taught that the
poor need things done with them,
rather than for them or to them.
Observing Ruth among the gleaners
in his field, Boaz approached her and
told her not to glean in anybody else’s
field. When Ruth informed Naomi what
had occurred, the latter handled the
situation with rare human insight, de-
lightful discretion, tender love and full
understanding. Trusting Naomi implic-
itly, Ruth heeded her counsel and fol-
lowed her suggestions.
Ruth 4:16-17 In due time Boaz and
Ruth were united in marriage. To that
union a son was born, to whom they
gave the name of Obed. Because of
Ruth’s great fidelity and deep devotion,
she was rewarded with a favored posi-
tion, happy life, and a glorious lineage
—for she was an ancestress of our
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, the
one who was an alien became a chosen
vessel for the accomplishment of the
glorious purpose of God. The fact that
God chose a foreigner, as well as Israel-
ites, to accomplish his redemptive pur-
pose is proof of his impartiality toward
people. As certainly as God used this
alien to bless the nation and the world,
he will bless and use any person who
seeks to please him.

Life and Work Series
A FULFILLING OLD AGE

Numbers 13:1-2a, 30 When the Israel-
ites arrived at the borderland of their
dreams, an appraisal committee —

HOME AGAIN

On July 31 I will have been in office
officially for three months. On Monday,
July 11, a moving van unloaded what is
affectionately known by the Marshall
family as ‘‘our stuff.”” When the
movers pulled out about 5 p.m. that day
there were piles of boxes and mounds
of things in each room of the house.
Late in the afternoon several groups
from Shelbyville First Baptist dropped
by to share with us some of their cook-
ing and a couple of my staff colleagues
walked in with the evening meal. I had
thought that all of the Marshall clan
was due on Monday night about 7 p.m.
for a ‘‘surprise’’ supper. So, without
telling them why, I fought off our
‘“‘starving’’ children and put the deli-
cacies in the refrigerator. I used every
excuse imaginable to hold them off but
by 7:30 I assumed either the Marshalls
weren’t coming or I had made a mis-
take. (Actually, they were scheduled to
come the following night which they
did. I had misunderstood.) Only after

on mission
together

William W. (Bill) Marshall
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, KBC
Box 43433, Middletown, KY 40243

stomachs were full was I forgiven for
my blunder. Within four days, the
mounds of stuff had become strategi-
cally located and within a week—which
is a new record for us—the house
began to look and feel like home. As of
this writing with the exception of a few
pictures and wall-hangings (some of
which I would prefer be stored in the
attic!), we have claimed the house as
our own.

For those of you Kentucky Baptists
who may pass through Shelbyville
going east on U. S. 60, you'll pass us on
the right —1144 Main St. Built in 1904,
this stable, white framed Victorian is
hosting us as only its third family in the
80 years it will celebrate next year. As
our family begins a new pilgrimage in
another new place, we are reminded of
the scores of families who will make a
major change this summer.

We could wish for them all the same
‘‘taste of welcome’’ we have experi-
enced already in Shelbyville. It’s good
to have a ‘‘home again!”’

was named and commissioned to spy
out the land of Canaan and report its
findings. The spies reported they found
a land of magic charms, luscious fruits,
alluvial soil and marvelous advantages.
All agreed the land was desirable, but
10 thought there were too many diffi-
culties for them to conquer it.

Caleb faced the great task without
hesitation or fear. He and Joshua ex-
pressed both their faith in God and
their natural optimism by the words:
‘““We are well able to overcome.’’ They
firmly believe their all-sufficient God
could and would change the strength of
their enemies into weakness and the

weakness of the Israelites into strength.

They besough their people to throw
their weakness on the unlimited power
of God and to go forth trusting in him.
Joshua 14:7-13 Caleb’s deep-rooted
conviction and undaunted courage in-
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sunday school lessons

spired him to heroic action. It must
have been gratifying to Caleb to know
he had ‘‘wholly followed the Lord.”" It
was not mere egotism that-caused him
to claim this. Moses had previously tes-
tified to his fidelity in the same words
verse nine). God’s Spirit also inspired
Joshua to repeat the same testimony in
verse 14. Obedience and faithfulness to
God always brings blessings, and he
always delights to honor those who
honor him. '

This passage is a reminder that God
always blesses and rewards those who
are faithful and obedient to him. Devo-
tion to God is necessary if we are to be
fruitful in our living and effective in our
service for him. Those who ‘‘wholly fol-
low the Lord God’’ will be kept alive
and useful as long as he wants them to
remain on the earthly scene, after
which they will be rewarded by him.

Teresa Lynn Liewellyn

Cumberland College’s Education Department is losing an exceptional student
because she is graduating but the mountain youngsters of Kentucky are gaining an
exceptional elementary teacher. Teresa Lynn Llewellyn, 24, is a Senior - at

Cumberland College.

Teresa’s love for children compelled her to seek a career in education and her
love for the mountains led her to Cumberland College. The excellent Education
Department and the beauty of the nearly 100 year old campus were a winning
combination: ‘‘Cumberland College has a beautiful campus, it is small and
attractive and has a very good education program.’’

During Teresa’s stay at Cumberland College she has been an active member in
several teacher’s organizations. She served as vice-president on the Student
Alumni Relations Council (SARC). She is also quite active in her local church,
working with children in the primary Sunday School class.

Teresa is a vivacious and outgoing individual with a favorite hobby of ‘‘making
friends.”’ She found this very easy to do at Cumberland College because of the
small enrollment and closeness of the student body. ‘“The warm student-faculty
relationship is the best part of Cumberland College. The teachers know you and

really care about you.”’

Teresa has found a home at Cumberland College as have thousands of others
Our doors and our hearts are always open to deserving students who truly desire an
education, because, hopefully, like Teresa, they will return home to help the

precious mountain children.

Dr. Taylor,
Teresa.

Name:

Please send me more information about how I can help other students like

Address:

Williamsburg, Kentucky 40769.)

(Clip and mail to Dr. James Taylor, Presidenf, Cumberland- College,




HEELED

At a young age I learned the meaning
of the word ‘‘heel.’’ First, I learned
that it is the back part of the foot. Then
I learned that it has a number of mean-
ings; such as, the built-up part of the
shoe, the part of a stocking that covers
the back part of the foot, etc.

Later I learned that by adding ‘‘ed”’
and forming the word ‘‘heeled,’”’ you
had another totally different meaning.
For the word ‘‘heeled’’ means having
money—plenty of it. A term with simi-
lar meaning is ‘‘got rocks.’’ All of us
are familiar with these terms and know
their meaning.

Why, then, would I bother to write
you on the theme ‘‘heeled’’? I do so be
cause of what I keep hearing from pas-
tors in various parts of the state. Quite
often, a pastor will say, ‘‘Eldred,
people in our area think that Baptist
Homes for Children has plenty of
money, and could go right on if we
didn’t give any more.’’ In other words,
there are those who think we are ‘‘well-
heeled.”” With the above statement
from pastors, I am then asked to
explain our financial condition to their
people.

It is true that we are sometimes re-
cipients of a generous amount of money

homes for
| children

Eldred M. Taylor, Executive Director
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, KY 40243

from someone’s will. Also Kentucky
Baptists express great trust in and sup-
port of our ministry through the annual
Thanksgiving Offering. However, these
monies are necessary for the day-to-day
operation of our great ministry. Actu-
ally, our trust funds (endowment) are
extremely small. Therefore, these
funds, which can never be spent, yield
from their earnings only a small percent
of our annual expenses.

It is true that we have some Minis-
try Reserve funds. These funds are just
what the term says ‘‘Reserve’’ to be
used in emergencies. The Kentucky
Baptist Convention has asked us to be
extremely careful about using these
funds. Therefore, ‘‘Reserve Funds’’
also function as endowment and their
earnings are used for operation.

Now, for the bottom line! Without
the Thanksgiving Offering, the Cooper-
ative Program allocation, gifts from
wills and estates, and the many other
church and individual gifts—small and
large, we could not go on. Earnings

from trust and reserve funds would not

operate us more than about 10 weeks.
Your prayers and gifts carry us the
other 42 weeks.

We are not ‘‘well-heeled,’’ and our
‘“‘rocks’’ are very small.

EATING AT GOD’S TABLE

The psalmist said, ‘‘Thou preparest a
table before me’’ (Ps. 23:5). Surely,
these last few days we have been eat-
ing the food of Zion from God’s table!

Our annual alumni conference
brought over 200 registered alumni and
families to our campus. We enjoyed the
fellowship of the Lord tremendously.
The food and the fun were also a part of
the celebration of God’s goodness and
mercy to Clear Creek. It was my second
alumni conference at Clear Creek and it
impressed me greatly.

More than the inspiration afforded,
the alumni enjoy the fellowship of being
together as God'’s children, learning the
news of the past year, and singing the
songs of Zion. One of the characteris-
tics of Clear Creek is that we like to be
together and share our lives one with
another.

Clear Creek is a school, a business
and an operational institution. But more
than anything else, Clear Creek is a
family. We are one with each other and
with all who name the name of Christ.
When something wonderful happens to

clear creek
comments

Leon Simpson, President
Clear CreeR Baptist School, Pineville, KY 40977

one of our students at Clear Creek, all

of us rejoice. When calamity comes our

way, all of us suffer together.
Underlying all of our celebration,

" however, is a knowledge that it is only

temporary here. This world is not our
home, we’re just a’passing through.
We belong to Clear Creek but, more
importantly, we belong to the Lord. We
are on our way to the marriage supper
of the Lamb, and we shall rejoice there
together.

Come to Clear Creek anytime. You
don’t have to wait until our alumni con-
ference or until we have a special
celebration. Come when you can and
we will eat at God’s table together!

Blest be the tie
Blest be the tie that binds
Qur hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.
When we asunder part,
It gives us inward pain;
But we shall still be joined in heart,
And hope to meet again.
John Fawcett

I CRIED EVERY DAY

‘“My son is home for three weeks. I
praise Jesus for the change in him, and
I want to thank you there at Oneida.

‘‘His dad was a remarkable Christian
man who led many to Jesus. He was
very successful in our church’s bus
ministry, and he was a deacon. We
were blessed with an ideal family man
too. Four years ago he died in his sleep
of a heart attack, and we didn’t even
know he was sick. I was left with four
children, the oldest 11, the youngest
five.

‘“This and other things we went-
through made my son rebellious
towards God. He had loved Jesus very
much. He is the oldest son and he felt
responsible to be the ‘dad.’ Of course,
he was too young for such responsibil-
ity, but I depended on him in ways. I
had been like a pampered flower when

oneida journal

| Barkley Moore, President ,
i Oneida Baptist Institute, Oneida, KY 40972

my husband was alive, and I just wasn’t
mature enough to handle everything. I
am really learning to depend on our
Lord to help me as time goes on.

’My boy got involved in drugs, and
we lived in fear of it. Now I feel like we
are getting back the boy we once knew,
and I thank the Lord and Oneida so
very much.”’

A father and mother write: ‘“We
thank all of you at Oneida for giving our
daughter the opportunity to better her-
self, and learn more about the Lord.
Her attitude at home was such we could
not get through.”’

Another mother writes: ‘‘Thank you
for all you have done for our son. This
past year has been a tremendous help
to him.”’

‘I have a step-grandson there. I have
heard so many great things you have
done with others. I do pray for our
grandson and your great work there.

He is a sweet boy but seems not to be
able to control himself when at home or
with his local friends.”’

A father writes: ‘‘I’d like to commend
your staff for the fine job you have done
with my son. If it weren’t for the all
around great programs offered at
Oneida Baptist, I’m sure he wouldn’t
have done as well as he has. Before he

came to Oneida, he wasn’t able to
achieve anything academically at all. If
ever a boy needed special academic at-
tention, this one does. He feels aca-
demically inferior to his fellow stu-
dents. This can lead to a lot of prob-
lems on down the road if not soon cor-
rected. I thank you for all of your
efforts.”’

The following lovely letter recently
came: ‘‘My dear friends at OBI, I am
Michiko, a former student from the
class of 1980. I am from Japan and
entered OBI as a sophomore in the fall
of 1978. Time goes by so fast. This
month I am graduating from Southern
California College with a degree in psy-
chology. I am very thankful to all of you
at OBI for your help in attaining this
goal.

‘““When I started attending Oneida, I
could barely understand English. But
the teachers took extra time to help me
learn the class materials. My first year
in an American high school was very
hard for me because I had to learn

English at the same time as learning
the standard subjects. I cried every
day. I got closest to Christ, more than
ever before. He was my best friend and
the only one I could communicate with.
Because of his goodness and your un-

_derstanding and help, I enjoyed my

second year and even finished my high
school education early.

‘““When I came to college here in the
following summer, it was again hard for
me to adjust to a new environment. But
all the things I learned at OBI helped
me to get used to my new situation. I
was active as a class officer in my first
and second year, and now I am finish-
ing up my college a year early.

‘I would like to give much thanks to
all of you at OBI who gave me a hand to
get through. I would tell the present
students at OBI that God truly is good
to us and the people at OBI are ones
who are willing to help those who need
help at any time. Again thank you so
much. I look forward to someday re-
turning to visit OBI. In his name."’

“‘Could you send me the necessary
forms for admission? My nephews have
attended there the past two years and
say they wouldn’t think of going any-
where else. I am very happy with the
growth I've seen in both boys. They’ve
had opportunities at OBI they wouldn’t
have had. I would like my son to come
over there.”’

JUST ROUTINE—THE LORD’S WAY

Joe had some questions that prompted
him to come to talk. It was just rou-

tine—but what a great experience God
made for me! It’s interesting what you

g campbellsville
icollege today

W. R. Davenport, President
Campbelisville College, Campbellsville, KY 42718

can see in students’ lives.

Newness. In Joe’s case he is a new
man. 2 Cor. 5:17 is coming alive in him.
You see he didn’t know Jesus when he
came to Campbellsville. Life still has

some lumps, but he’s learning to live it
as a Christian. What a change!
Awareness and concern. He sees
things differently now. Other students
are a genuine concern. He wonders
about helping them find solutions. We
talked a lot about what being Christian
really means to a college like Camp-
bellsville. How do professors make
their teaching special because they are

* Christians—in a special college struc-

ture that is Christian? How can rules
and moral expectations be interpreted
with caring, redemptive love so that
results are not just favoritism and in-
consistency? Joe is translating God’s
love into his own language. He’s say-
ing, ‘‘Maybe I can help show that other

fellow the way to Jesus.’’ ‘‘President
Davenport, we could pray for each
other while we work on it.”’

Eagerness. Joe was leaving my office
really fired up for the new fall term to
start. This other fellow would be back.
There would be opportunity to get into
his life with Jesus. ‘‘How else could he
help the college and make it even
better?’’

How do you put a grade on this learn-
ing? This is college education with
some extras init! . . . . It was just a
routine visit to the president’s office
turned into a little bit of God’s glory!
Thanks for your part in it as you give
and pray to make Campbellsville a
place with a vital margin.



Marginal notes _
In death, missionary’s words may continue
to comfort family through hidden messages

.by Bill Webb

A note on suffering and tragedy that
missionary Roger Thompson wrote just
before his death brought unexpected
comfort and encouragement to his
young widow, Susan. :

Thompson, 35, had struggled with
events surrounding an Apr. 30 mud-
slide that cost his family many of their
personal belongings and forced them
out of their missionary home. After re-
trieving belongings for two hours in a
hailstorm at the time of the slide, his
wife contracted bronchial pneumonia
and was ill four weeks.

“‘It seemed like we were just at rock
bottom,’’ Susan Thompson recalled
from her parents’ home in Silver
Spring, Md. Her husband had gone
through what she called a ‘‘difficult
time,’’ visibly frustrated by the set-
backs.

Mrs. Thompson and their children,
Rachel, 8, Derek, 6, and Rebecca, 3,
had been at her parents’ home resting
for nearly two weeks when Thompson
and 118 other persons were killed when
an Ecuadorean jetliner slammed into a
mountain July 11.

She believes her husband wrote the
note to share with her when the family
returned home to Quito on July 14, to
let her know how he had coped with his
frustrations. As it turned out, his in-
sights soothed her in her grief over his
own death. .

Discovered on Thompson'’s type-
writer after his death, the note read:

‘‘God never leaves us without com-
fort. Suffering is a part of life. We can-
not avoid it. But there is a truth that
gives us comfort. The grace of God
always helps us triumph over suffer-
ings.

‘‘In times of tragedies we are able to
understand lessons that we are not able
to understand any other way. Some-
times difficulties come before the con-
quest, and after the conquest comes
unexplainable joy. ‘If God be for us,
who can be against us?’ (Rom. 8:31)

“‘God always has our best interest at
heart. The will of God, even though
hard at times, is always the best.’’

Susan Thompson returned to Quito
July 14, accompanied by her brothers
Jim and Bob Rich, not for a joyful re-
union with her husband but for a
memorial service with friends and col-
leagues and to get the family’s affairs
in order before returning to Maryland.

More than 100 missionary and Ecua-
dorean friends greeted her when she
‘arrived in Quito. The time with the mis-
sion family and other Baptist friends
‘‘was great support,’’ she said. ‘“We
had an awful lot of tears together.”’

She had resolved that during the
memorial service at University Baptist
Church in Quito on July 15 and the one
to follow at Glen Burnie (Md.) Baptist
Church July 19, ‘‘God would be glori-
fied in the best possible way.”’

She asked missionary Curtis Ferrell,
who had become a close friend to
Thompson in the 15 months the Thomp-
sons had been in Ecuador, to preach
the message in Quito.

Missionary Susan Thompson shares a laugh and a hug with

. her three-year-old daughter Rebecca at her parents’ home in
Silver Spring, Md. After Susan learned that her husband,
Roger, died in an Ecuadorean airline crash July 11, her

- eight-year-old daughter Rachel asked, ‘‘Mommy, what are we

“‘He had been through so much,”’
Mrs. Thompson said. He had been
waiting for Thompson'’s plane to land at
Cuenca the day of the crash and had
tried for two days to identify his
friend’s body.

‘‘Curtis, I just want you to dig up
from the bottom of your heart the best
evangelical sermon you can come up
with because we’re going to be praising
God that night,’’ she told him. ‘‘He just
grinned at me and said, ‘I can do it.’
He preached a wonderful sermon.’’

Mrs. Thompson, 31, shared her hus-
band’s message on suffering in her tes-
timonies at both services. She assured
both groups she was confident her hus-
band was with God and that ‘‘I know
Roger would want you to know Christ
and accept him as your savior.”’ '

Despite feeling pain and hurt, she
said, ‘‘I have joy and I have peace.’’

At least two persons accepted Christ
and several made other decisions in a
spontaneous invitation that climaxed
the service in Maryland.

Baker James Cauthen, emeritus ex-
ecutive director of the Foreign Mission
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I have joy and I have peace

peace,’’ she said.

Board, preached an evangelical mes-
sage and Mrs. Thompson’s father,
Robert Rich, requested an invitation. ‘I
think we all felt there was something
more to the service than just the
memorial,”” Mrs. Thompson said.

Thompson’s sudden death caused
others to look at their own lives, she
said.

‘I personally feel the Ecuador Bap-
tist Mission will never be the same,’’
she said. ‘‘I think everyone went away
(from the service) feeling they were
going to be more faithful to what God
had called them there to do.”’

She’s confident the couple made a
lasting impact on the work in Ecuador,
though they served little more than a

~ year.

She said Thompson’s most outstand-
ing missionary attribute was his love for
nationals, a love his Old Testament
seminary students recognized and
valued. One of his primary responsibil-
ities in Quito was his work at the Bap-
tist book store, where he led two
persons to Christ. One of those young
men is preparing to enter seminary.

going to do?’’ Mrs. Thompson replied, ‘‘I don’t know what we
are going to do but I know God is with us.”” Though she has
experienced pain, hurt and tears, ‘‘I have joy and I have

Thompson preached frequently in
both Spanish and English. At the time
of his death, he was on his way to
Cuenca to direct a group in the use of a
soul-winners’ New Testament in evan-
gelistic witnessing.

In his own way, Thompson left her
and the children with treasures they
will appreciate for years to come, she
said. An avid reader, he frequently
wrote notes to her and the children in
his books, ‘‘notes he wanted us to read
later on as we would look over them

‘and as the children got older.”’

Susan Thompson figures they’ll find
many messages from him as they exam-
ine his library of several hundred vol-
umes, those that weren’t destroyed in
the mudslide.

Missionaries recovered a portion of
the Old Testament of the Bible that he
had with him on the plane, the one he
had used since he became a Christian
13 years ago. That it survived the ex-
plosion and fiery crash is a sign that
God saved it for them, Mrs. Thompson
believes.




WESTERN RECORDER, AUGUST 3, 1983, 8

How to be a better
Baptist . .. in 50
‘weekly lessons

Informed Baptists are better Baptists. A
hallmark of Baptists is our belief in competency
of the individual soul before God, priesthood of
the believer and democratic church government.
Your Baptist state paper is an invaluable tool for

keeping your congregation abreast of facts and
trends in the nation’s largest Protestant
denomination, helping them to make more
intelligent decisions affecting the life and
ministry of your church.

Straightforward, reliable information makes for
‘good Baptists and good Baptist churches. Why
not make your church more Baptist? Include
Western Recorder in your church’s 1984 budget.

Write Western Recordef, Box 43401,
Middletown, Ky. 40243, phone (5‘02) 245-4101.

| &> western recorder




