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Draper makes good on pledge, names 
1984 committee appointees for SBC 
by Dan Martin News Director . . . . . . · 
B t

. t p · ' come up with the appomtments. ''Not rece1vmg recommendations KENTUCKY MEMBERS OF THE 
ap 15 ress . Of the 66 appointments he an- from 11 of the 52 to whom we wrote COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES in-

Key committee appointments for the nounced, Draper said it was a "hard created difficulties in some areas," he elude two laymen: Bobbie Patray, of 
1984 Southern Baptist Convention were job" but he believes the early an- said, adding he also received recom- Lexington's Porter Memorial Baptist 
announced last week in Nashville by nouncement was ''what you wanted.'' mendations from a number of pastors Church, and A. B. Harmon, of Louis-
SBC president James T. Draper Jr . The appointments include 10 mem- and from a "large number of laymen" ville's St. Matthews Baptist Church. 
during the September meeting of the bers of the resolutions committee, 52 in making the appointments. Draper also named Earl Allen, pastor 
SBC Executive Committee. members of the committee on commit- The resolutions committee and com- of Rosen Heights Baptist Church, Ft. 

In announcing the appointments nine tees, chairmen of the credentials and mittee on committees have been at the Worth, Tex., to head the credentials 
months early, Draper followed through tellers committees and the two parlia- center of denominational controversy committee. The committee rules on 
on a pledge he made following his elec- mentarians. for several years, as has the announce- challenges to messenger qualifications 
tion. ment of their membership. at the annual meeting and oversees the 

"I want to be up front with you," "THESE ARE NOT MY APPOINT- The committee on committees is re- registration process. 
Draper told the 68 members of the Ex- MENTS," Draper allowed. "They are garded as a key committee. It nomi- Norman Wiggins, president of Camp-
ecutive Committee, agency staffers, by all three of us. They may not please nates persons to serve on the powerful bell University, Buies Creek, N. C., was 
state newspaper editors and state con- everyone, but they sure please us." committee on boards, which in tum named to head the tellers committee, 
vention executives. "You may not like Draper added that within three weeks nominates persons to serve as trustees which counts ballots in elections. 
what I do, but I promise to be always of the Pittsburgh convention (June 12- and directors on the 20 agencies of the The two men who served Draper as 
up front with you." 14) he "wrote to executive secretaries convention. . , parliamentarians at the 1983 annual 

He noted he has met with the two and state convention presidents" in the Draper named Bailey Stone, pastor of meetings were reappointed. They are 
vice presidents-John Sullivan, pastor 26 state conventions qualified for rep- First Baptist Church, Odessa, Tex., as James Semple, pastor of First Baptist 
of Broadmoor Baptist Church, Shreve- resentation on convention boards and ch'airman of the resolutions committee Church, Paris, Tex., and Jack Johnson, 
port, La., imd C. E. (Ed) Price, a lay- agencies. He said he received re- and Jim Henry, pastor of First Baptist executive secretary-treasurer of the 
man from Pittsburgh, Pa. -on two sponses from all but two executives and Church, Orlando, Fla., as chairman of Arizona Southern Baptist Convention, 
occasions for more than 10 hours to nine state convention presidents. the committee on committees. Phoenix. 

Executiv~ Committee divid~d o_n forum spons<,ring; 
other actions address constitution, SBC host cities 
by Dan Martin 

Joint sponsorship of a 1984 conference 
on governmental intervention in reli­
gious affairs drew sharp debate before 
members of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention Executive Committee voted 
32-22 in favor of participation. 

The invitation to participate was is­
sued by Dean M. Kelly, director for 
religious and civil liberty of the Nation- . 
al Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. 

According to Executive Committee 
officials the National Council will be the 
convenor of the conference but is not 
the primary sponsor. ·Others involved 
are the National Association of Evan­
gelicals, the Lutheran Council in the 
U.S.A. , the U.S.A. Catholic Conference 
and the Synagogue Council of America. 

Although the SBC jointly participated 
in a similar conference on government 
intervention in religious affairs with the 
NCC in 1981, much of the debate cen­
tered on the involvement of the NCC, a 
group Southern Baptists have declined 
to join. 

Ed Drake, an attorney from Dallas, 
opposed the joint sponsorship, com­
menting: ''I would not like to see 
Southern Baptists associated with the 
World Council of Churches, the Na­
tional Council of Churches or the Amer­
ican Civil Liberties Union in any way, 
shape or form - now or in the future. " 

He added the two groups have been 
forums for ' 'anti American sentiments 
... and you can bet your bottom dollar 
that if the National Council of Churches 
sponsors this conference the statements 
coming out of it will be anti American.'' 

Harold C. Bennett, executive secre­
tary--treasurer of the Executive Com­
mittee, told Drake the SBC "is not re­
lated to the National Council . . . or the 
World Council ... in any way, but we 
have joined with a number of religious 
groups in projects of this type." 

Alan Sears, a newly elected lay mem-

ber from Louisville, Ky., also objected 
to participation in the meeting. ' 'Some 
of these groups we propose to join to­
gether with are people I believe we 
should be witnessing to . . . reaching 
out to and not participating with.'' 

Speaking in favor of participation was 
Frank Ingraham, a Nashville attorney 
who said he had participated in the 
1981 conference. In matters of religious 
liberty, Ingraham noted the SBC's 
''long association with our friends the 
Jews . . . the Catholics and . . . the 
NCC." 

In another action, committee mem­
bers declined to recommend a chang!c! 
of the denomination 's name. In the dis­
cussion, 0. Alvin West of Washington, 
D. C. , suggested any action be post­
poned until a report of a special com­
mittee appointed during the Pittsburgh 
convention to study the question of ad­
mitting Canadian churches as messen­
gers. However, the committee adopted 
the recommendation to decline by a 
large majority. 

Also, the Executive Committee con­
sidered a motion referred to it during 
the 1983 SBC requesting the commit­
tee and the Christian Life Commission 
"study ways in which the SBC may take 
a more visible and positive stance 
against abortion . . . . ' ' Committee 
members adopted a recommendation 
''reaffirming the frequently expre11sed 
commitment of the SBC to the sacred­
ness of human life, including fetal 
life . " 

· Another action approved increasing 
the honorarium of the SBC recording 
secretary, assistant to the recording 
secretary-Mr. and Mrs. Martin Brad­
ley-and the registration secretary­
Lee Porter-from $800 to $1100 per 
year. 

Members also were told: 
-A 21-member Canada study com-­

mittee has been appointed and will hold 
its first meeting Oct. 17-18 in Nash­
ville. 

- Heard a report from the bylaws 
workgroup that studies are continuing 
on possible revision of Article VI of the 
SBC Constitution on the boards, insti­
tutio:.is and commissions of the SBC, 
bylaw 21 on the committee on commit­
tees, and bylaw 21 on the resolutions 
committee. 

The Executive Committee approve9 a 
recommendation declining to propose a 
revision of bylaw 16 on election of 
board members, trustees, commission­
ers or members of standing commit­
tee . A motion suggested requiring that 
anyone nominated to serve as a trustee 
be a member of a SBC church for at 
least five years. Another suggestion 
questioned the ability of the committee 
on boards to name the chairman of the 
standing committees. The Executive 
Committee approved a statement that­
the bylaws workgroup ''is reasonably 
satisfied with the present practice. " 

-Studies are continuing on site 
selection guidelines for host cities for 
the SBC, and that several cities are 
being considered for hosts for SBC 
annu'ltl meetings in 1991 and beyond. 
The committee approved a statement 
that ' 'appropriate preparations are 
being made for disabled persons" to 
attend the annual meetings and report­
ed it feels provision of free child care 
during the annual meetings would 
result in excessive costs and would be 

. inappropriate. 
- A study on the operation of Baptist 

Press, the SBC's news service, is con­
tinuing. 

The committee adopted resolutions of 
appreciation for four denominational 
leaders who are retiring. They are 
George E. Bagley, executive secretary­
treasurer of the Alabama Baptist State 
Convention; Edgar R. Cooper, editor­
manager of the Florida Baptist Wit­
ness; Vern A. Miller, editor of the 
Nevada Baptist; and Grady C. Cothen, 
president of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. 

Under convention bylaws, three 
members of the resolutions committee 
must be members of the SBC Execu­
tive Committee. They are Darrell Rob­
inson, pastor of Dauphin Way Baptist 
Church, Mobile, Ala. ; Frank Ingraham, 
a layman from Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church, Nashville; and Otis Testerman, 
pastor of Bookcliff Baptist Church, 
Grand Junction, Colo. 

Others named include David Simp­
son, Indianapolis, editor of the Indiana 
Baptist, newsjoumal of the State Con­
vention of Baptists in Indiana; Reuel 
May, an oral surgeon and member of 
First Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss.; 
Ed Packwood, a member of First Bap­
tist Church, Shawnee, Okla.; Carl F. H. 
Henry, a theologian and member of 
Capitol Hill-Metropolitan Baptist 
Church ; Washington, D. C.; George 
Schroeder, a dentist and member of 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock, Ark.; 
and Cristobal Dona, pastor of White 
Road Iglesia Del Sur Baptist Church, 
San Jose, Cal. 

Draper noted the resolutions commit­
tee is composed of five laymen and five 
church-related persons. Five are froJD 
west of the Mississippi and five are 
from east of the river. 

IN THE PITTSBURGH CONVENTION 
Draper introduced a streamlined 
method for handling resolutions, which 
have increased in number in recent 
years. 

The process includes having the reso­
lutions committee meet in advance of 
the convention, calling on persons to 
submit proposed resolutions well in ad­
vance of the annual meeting and speed­
ing up the method by which they are 
introduced on the floor of the conven­
tion session. 

Members of the committee on com­
mittees include 29 persons in church 
related vocations and 23 laymen, two 
from each state qualified for represen­
tation on SBC boards and agencies. 
Under SBC bylaws, a state convention 
must have at least '25,000 members to 
qualify for representation. Of the 34 
state conventions, 26 meet the qualif . 
cations. 
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What is this thing called civil religion? 
'It's been around a long time but not by the name 
by which it is known today. It is as prevalent as 
the air we breathe but, like pollution in the air, it 
is not recognized for its danger. It is present in 
every level of political life from the county court 
house to the White House but those who prac­
tice it most effectively deny it or give it holy 
justification. 

The name by which it is known is civil reli­
gion. That may be the best name that can be 
found but it's a poor name because most Ameri­
cans have only the vaguest idea of what it 
means. 

What is civil religion? It is the use of religion 
for political ends. It attempts to use religion to 
gain support for political positions and to use the 
political system to bring in the kingdom of God. 
It is an unholy-union of politics and religion in 
which the politician gains his goals and the 
prophet loses his God-given role. 

Examples abound in history as well as in this 
day. One of the clearest examples in ancient 
history is the adoption of Christianity as the 
official religion of the Roman empire in the 
fourth century. Roman emperors fought Chris­
tianity and persecuted Christians until emperor 
Constantine decided to make Christianity an ally 
instead of an enemy. He formally embraced 
Christianity and exhorted all his subjects to be­
come Christians. Thus began the infamous union 
of church and state which was disastrous to 
both. Many church historians date the decline of 
true Christianity which lasted a thousand years 

with the marriage of church and state in the 
fourth century. 

The Reformatipn which was a tremendous 
liberating experience for humanity did not 
escape the sad consequences of civil religion. 
John Calvin captured the political system of 
Geneva and instituted his brand of morality as 
the law of the land. The outcome was another 
kind of bondage and ultimately execution of 
fellow believers in the name of God. 

Nor have Americans escaped civil religion. In 
times of war we have claimed God's approval 
and equated patriotism with Christianity. An 
illustration of this is the invitation hymn of 
World War II, "Praise the Lord and Pass the 
Ammunition.'' 

Preachers and churches have been and are 
still being used to bolster support for political 
administrations. Billy Graham's visits to the 
Nixon White House and Jerry Falwell's oft invi­
tations to Washington are subtle but sure ways 

_to bolster support for presidential policies. 
Republicans have no comer on civil religion. 

The administration of Jimmy Carter followed the 
same practice. State Baptist paper editors were 
invited to Washington several times for White 
House briefings during the Carter administra- · 
tion. Some accepted and some declined the invi­
tation .. Those who declined believed their pro­
phetic voices might be softened by accepting 
such invitations. 

Every pastor must decide how much he will let 
his influence be used for bolstering community, 

state and national political policies and leaders. 
Surely some of these leaders are worthy of per­
sonal support but any prophet of God who en­
dorses any candidate publicly is taking a danger­
ous ' chance. Usually he lives to regret it. 

Many times the preacher learns too late he 
has been had or is betrayed. The courtship 
between politician and preacher cools off once 
the politician is in office. 

Ask Jerry Falwell and other ultraconserva­
tives who endorsed Ronald Reagan from their 
pulpits and hailed the present national adminis­
tration as savior of America. Now there is 
growing disfavor among the ultraconservatives 
for the President because his deeds are not 
measuring up to his promises. 

The political systems of ancient Israel and 
modem America are not identical but the same 
principles apply. There were two kinds of 
prophets in Judah. The prophets who frequent­
ed the king's court and table preached what the 
king wanted to hear and predicted success for 
his administration. They proved to be false 

· prophets. 
True prophets of God refused favors and 

mostly declined invitations to the king's court. 
They spoke God's message which often was con­
demnation of political leaders and they disdained 
the use of the political process for spiritual pur­
poses. These were the true prophets . 

Religious leaders practicing civil religion 
ought to consider the destined lot of false 
prophets . 

Help in the struggle to become free 
·Wayne E. Oates, former Southern Baptist Semi­
nary teacher and present faculty member of the 
University of Louisville School of Medicine, has 
helped many people during his more than 40 
years of ministry. He has ministered effectively 
as a pastor, a counselor, a teacher and an 
author. 

The greatest extension of his ministry has 
been through his more than a dozen books . His 
latest one is so valuable that every person seek­
ing meaningful existence should read it . 

The Struggle to Be Free is Oates' account of 
his own struggles and how he has handled them 
constructively. These struggles are so much like 
those of all of us that one feels he is reading his 
own life story instead of Oates' . This makes the 
subtitle , My Story and Your Story, most appro-

Alcohol abuse 
by John Roberts, 
Editor, South Carolina Baptist Courier 

A Lou Harris poll says 68 percent of Americans know 
someone who drinks too much. This should be no sur­
prise. Most people know of someone who drinks too 
much, or whose life is affected by a loved one with a 
drinking problem. Abuse of beverage alcohol rules 
the lives of 12 million people in this country. It pro­
foundly affects several times that number including 
family and friends of these problem drinkers . 
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priate. 
Oates doesn't talk down to his readers as if he 

has solved all his problems and attained some 
lofty height. Rather he comes through as a 
fellow struggler who is willing to share what 
progress he is making. 

The main difference between Oates and most 
of the rest of us is that he has been able to 
identify his bondages and understood their 
sources. He knows how he got the way he is 
which is an important step in being liberated to 
be what we ought to be . 

The Struggle to Be Free is more meaningful to 
some of us who are Oates ' contemporaries than 
to younger generations who escaped the deep 
wounds of the Great Depression which left us 
with lifelong scars . Readers of any age, how-

Some of Harris' statistics are surprising and alarm­
ing. Consider these: 

Seven million children have at least one alcoholic . 
parent. Half these children will have a drinking prob­
lem of their own before age 20. 

More than 38 percent of all households have an 
alcoholism problem in the immediate family. 

Half the nation's families with teen-agers worry 
about teen-age drinking. 

But even if you and your family have no drinking . 
problem, your lives are seriously affected by beverage 
alcohol abuse. Every time you ride down the street, , 

ever, will see themselves in this book. 
For me this book is the clearest mirror into 

which I ever looked. Admittedly I don't like what 
I see but seeing oneself clearly is the first step to 
any improvement. 

I believe with the passing of years I have 
identified most of my harassing bondages but 
unfortunately I have tended to regard them as 
handicaps which would dog me to my grave . 

Now a fellow struggler confesses his own 
bondages which are almost identical to mine and 
points a way to liberation. And he does it in such 
an encouraging way that one feels if Wayne 
Oates could do it, I can. 

In this respect this book is downright inspir­
ing. Its message is priceless but its cost is only 
$7.95 at the nearest Baptist Book Store. 

9uest editorial 

spend the night in a motel or apartment building, 
venture anywhere or do anything, your life is in 
danger 'from the problem drinker. Eight out of 10 fire 
deaths are alcohol related. The statistics are even 
higher for automobile accidents. 

Not everyone who drinks is an alcoholic. The report 
claims that half the $50 billion in annual beverage 
alcohol sales is consumed by only six percent of the 
drinkers. But for the 12 million ;Americans who drink 
too much, alcohol abuse is a serious problem. It is 
serious also for the entire citizenry, for all must share 
in the cost, the risk and the suff~ring. 

' 
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8.5by'85 
or What's a catchy slogan like you doing in a state Baptist paper like this? 
by Susan Shaw, Staff Writer 

How many? By when? 
8.5 by '85. That's the Southern Baptist 
Convention's goal for Sunday school 
growth-8.5 million people enroled in 
Sunday school by 1985. · 

According to Kentucky Sunday school 
associate Wally Miller, we're well on 
our way, having already surpassed the 
interim goal. Seven and two-tenths 
million people were enroled when the 
8.5 by '85 campaign began. That num­
ber has now increased to 7.8 million. 

The last big push is scheduled for 
1984-85 when the convention hopes to 
enrol one-half million persons in Sun­
day school through an Enrol 5 in '85 
campaign. The thrust of this enrolment 
effort will be for each Sunday school 
unit in each church to enrol five people 
in 1984-85. 

According to Kentucky Sunday school 
associate Jack Palmer, "The smallest 
church can do it, and the largest church 
can do it." 

Kentucky, however, has fallen 
behind in reaching its goal of 466,000. 
When the 8.5 by '85 campaign began, 
366,000 persons were enroled in Sun­
day school in Kentucky. Now this num­
ber has become 378,000, but, accord­
ing to Palmer, it should be 400,000 by 
now. 

Thus, the Sunday School Department 
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention has 
begun a campaign to prepare Kent'\lcky 
Baptists for the final '84~85 thrust. 

This year-long emphasis, called Pre­
pare to Thrive in '85, provides-quarter­
ly goals for Sunday schools. These are 

October-November-December '83 
1. Bring class rolls up to date 
2. Bring enrolment file up to date 
3. Start prospect files, or bring them 

up to date 
4. October outreach month activities 
5. Work on standard items 1 and 2 
6. Report Sunday school enrolment 

progress toward growth goal 
January-February-March '84 
1. Emphasize work on standard items 

3 and4 

2. Report Sunday school enrolment 
goal progress 

3. Begin enlistment process of Sunday 
school workers for 1984-85 

4. Participate in associational training 
school 

5. Attend Ron Lewis conferences on 
growth 

6. Make advance reservations for 
Ridgecrest 

April-May-June '84 
1. VBS planning and training 
2. Sunday school council planning and 

retreat 
3. Report Sunday school enrolment 

goal progress 
4. Emphasize work on standard items 

5 and 6 
5. Enrol 5 in '85 activities 
6. Make advance reservation for Cedar­

more or Jonathan Creek Sunday 
school weekend 

July-August-September '84 
1. Report Sunday school enrolment 

goal progress 
2. Preparation week-September 
3. Emphasize work on standard items 

7 and 8 
4. Apply for standard recognition 
5. Locate and enrol prospects 
6. Attend Cedarmore/Jonathan Creek/ 

Ridgecrest 
7. Enrol 5 in '85 activities 

All of this may seem far out in the 
future but, remember, this is already 
Preparation Week for Sunday school for 
1983-84, and the new Sunday school 
year begins next week. 

What else is new in 
Sunday school? 

Sixty-six percent of Kentucky's Sunday 
schools can be described as this . In 
some associations, 90-100 percent of . 
the Sunday schools are this. At last, 
their importance is being recognized, 
and emphasis is being placed on them. 
They are the small Sunday schools. 
Small Sunday schools have enrolments 
of 150 or less . 

Often the small Sunday schools have 
. been neglected and have gotten the 

feeling the convention doesn't care. 
Now, they certainly have the Sunday 

The small Sunday school is where the real potential is of reaching 8.5 by '85. 
Sixty-six percent of Kentucky's Sunday schools have enrolments of less than 150. 
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Wally Miller [I], Fred Halbrooks [c] and Jack Palmer map out strategy for Sunday 
school growth through a Prepare to Thrive in '85 campaign throughout the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention in 1983-84. 

School Department's attention. 
The Sunday School Department has 

developed a one night ''feet on the 
table" type conference to share with 
small Sunday schools what the KBC can 
do to help them, Miller noted. 

Small Sunday school conferences are 
being held Oct. 7-8 at Campbellsville 
College and Oct. 8 at Cedarrnore Bap­
tist Assembly, Bagdad. 

Also, a new curriculum has been de­
veloped by the Sunday School Board for 
preschool and children's departments 
in a small Sunday school. "Bible Story 
Time at Church,'' for preschoolers, and 
"Children's Bible Study," for first 
through sixth graders, are planned to 
be used with one teacher and multiple 
age groups 

And the list goes oil 
. Kentucky's Sunday School Department 
is also beginning an enlargement/ 
enrolment campaign. These nine-day 
events are to equip churches to grow 
through the Sunday school. 

A director from outside the associa­
tion helps with setting up visitation, 
People Search, teacher training, under­
standing the Growth Spiral and weekly 
workers' meetings. 

Then a massive visitation· campaign 
aims toward a Super Sunday high at­
tendance goal. 

According to Palmer, the three or 
four held so far have been ' 'tremendous 
successes. 

~~ 
'if@ 
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''Churches will reap benefits from 
this campaign for years afterward,'' he 
added. 

Fred Halbrooks, Sunday School De­
partment director, pointed out these 
churches ''discover the principles of 
growth." He cited the example of 
Central Baptist Church in Corbin, one 
of the fastest growing churches in -the 
state. 

When pastor Don Mathis began his 
ministry there four years ago Sunday 
school attendance averaged around 350. 
Now it is about 735. The goal for the 
next high attendance day is 1250. 

Halbrooks listed several important 
factors in Sunday school growth: 
1. Adding new units 
2. Ongoing visitation program 
3. Building a prospect file 
4. Setting at least two high attend­

ance days per year 
5. Having a pastor who promotes Sun­

day school from the pulpit 
' 'In churches having accelerated 

growth, " Halbrooks explained, "the 
pastor says, 'We did it through the 
Sunday school'." 

Miller added, "Sunday school needs 
to be the number one program in the 
church. It feeds people into other or­
ganizations. Other organizations 
increase with Sunday school increase." 

Palmer concluded, "You don 't grow 
your church unless you grow your Sun­
day school. " 

8.5 x '85? Is it realistic? All three of 
these men echoed this response: 

. "We're going to go over it!" 



A 
dandy 
little 
school 
Mid-Continent has 
no delusions of 
grandeur, but wants 
to fill its 'place, ' 
ministerially 
speaking, of course 

by James H. Cox 
Associate Editor 

''The main thing I want to see accom­
plished in my time here is the training 
of pastors and other church workers for 
ministry,'' said the president of Mid­
Continent Baptist Bible College shortly 
after school opened this fall. 

"We don't plan to become a liberal 
arts college but rather, a Bible college 
with a full four year program,'' Ray­
mond E. Lawrence explained. 

Bible is the only major currently 
offered at the unique "Southern Bap­
tist'' institution located on a spacious 
88-acre campus a few miles north of 
Mayfield in Graves County. 

Lawrence, 60, the school's president 
for two-and-a-half years, emphasizes 
the denominational tie, almost to a 
fault. 

Even though the school is owned and 
operated by 14 Baptist associations in 
the area rather than by a state conven­
tion, Lawrence makes no apologies for 
its support. 

' 'All faculty and staff are members of 
Southern Baptist Cooperative Program­
giving churches," he assures. "We are 
all loyal Southern Baptists. We intend 
to be a local Southern Baptist school 
with a strong academic program." 

Can it be put in plainer English? 
Lawrence arrived on the scene from 

Kentucky Baptist-sponsored Cumber­
land College, at Williamsburg, where 
he was assistant to the president. He 
had heard the rumors about ''those 
folks down at Mid-Continent'' hoping to 
"become part of the state convention" 
at some juncture. 

But Lawrence denies. those rumors, 
saying there's no movement "at all" to 
do that "down here." 

He points out that, for instance, if the 
school were to become a convention­
sponsored institution, there would be a 
''trustee problem.'' The school is sup­
ported by nine Kentucky Baptist associ­
ations, two in Illinois and three in Ten­
nessee. These associations not only 
provide financial assistance but the 
school's governing board of trustees is 
drawn from these associations. 

,Thus, a number of technical and legal,., 

questions would result if the school was 
to become an institution of either of the 
three state conventions in which the 
sponsoring associations are located. 

Arthur L. Walker, executive director 
of the Southern Baptist Education Com­
mission, suggests , ''There is a place for 
a school like this ." 

On a visit to the campus, he ob­
served that 51 percent of Southern Bap­
tist pastors never go on to seminary, 
and that "this (schools such as Mid­
Continent) could be an option for 
some." 

Growing room 

The Mayfield institution had 192 stu­
dents last year, of whom 135 were min­
isterial. Lawrence says the school plans 
to move toward 300 students as its next 
enrolment plateau, eventually leveling 
off at 500. 

The ability to attract more students 
has been somewhat slowed by the fact 
that, until now, no dormitory space has 
been provided. With the remodeling of 
a former book store, however, into a 
men' s dormitory which will sleep 22, a 
new era will be introduced. 

Lawrence calls the modern housing 
facility "a dandy little dorm," and be­
lieved it would be ready for occupancy 
by Oct. 1. It offers air conditioned 
rooms for two and three persons, a 
living room, kitchenette and bath and 
shower facilities all on one level. 

Lawrence, of course, hopes to see 
other dormitories added to the campus. 
Presently, students either commute 
from their homes or live in the homes of 
friends, relatives or as boarding stu­
dents . 

The campus proper currently in­
cludes four major academic-related 
structures. In addition to the book 
store-turned-dormitory, there is an ad­
ministration building, library and class­
room building containing six modern 
lecture and lab facilities. 

The 30,000-volume library occupies 
only about half of that structure. In 
addition, the campus book store is there 
as well as the school's chapel, where -
four days a week-chapel services are 
held for about 50 minutes per day. 

Lawrence says the school "insists" 
but "does not require" that students 
attend chapel faithfully . With the 
coming-and going of many at odd 
hours, including evening hours, it is 
impossible, he says, to make a blanket 
requirement that everyone must attend 
four times weekly. 

Satellite cities 

Night classes, incidentally, are held 

Mr~ President 
Raymond E. Lawrence went to Mid­
Continent in 1981 to be its leader. He 
was formerly on the staff of Cumber­
land College. · 
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A contemporary campus 
Left to right are three of Mid-Continent Baptist Bible College's four structures: the 
classroom building, library and administration building. 

each year in a number of off-campus 
locations throughout the 14-association 
sponsoring area. 

Presently, the college offers classes 
at associational office structures in 
Hardin (Blood River) and Hopkinsville 
(Christian County), both in Kentucky. 
In addition , classes are taught at two 
Paducah area churches-Lone Oak and 
Reidland, at East Hickman (Ky.) Bap­
tist Church and at First Church, Clin­
ton, Tenn. 

The possibilities for expansion here , 
of course, seem limitless as the school 
seeks to answer needs for ministerial 
training by almost bringing its academ­
ic programs to some students' 
doorsteps. This has helped relieve the 
critical need for dormitory space. But as 
the school's fame and reputation grow, 
so grow the needs. 

Lawrence is particularly excited 
about the very real possibility of gain­
ing full accreditation in the near future 
by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools. Representatives of that 
accrediting agency were on the campus 
to study the school's operating proce­
dures and academic standards in early 
September. A decision is expected 
soon, and school officials are optimis­
tic about the outcome. 

What's in a name? 

Mid-Continent's beginnings date back 
more than three decades when several 
members of West Kentucky Baptist As­
sociation successfully led a movement 
to get that body to organize a "preach­
er's school." 

West Kentucky Baptist Bible Insti­
tute was established in First Baptist 
Church, Clinton, Ky. , and chartered by 
the state of Kentucky in 1950. 

Its first session opened Jan. 10, 1949. 
In the fall of the following year the 
school moved from the church to its 
own campus just outside Clinton where 
it remained through August 1957. It 
was then renamed Baptist Bible Insti­
tute and moved to North 15th St., May­
field. 

The name was changed again in 1965 
to Mid-Continent Baptist Bible College. 
A dozen years later, in September 1977, 
the school occupied its present campus 
site at Hickory, Ky., just north of May­
field. 

For some time the school operated 
with pastors as part time presidents. Its 
first full time president was W. A. 
Sloan, who served 1953-57. His succes­
sor was 0. C. Markham, 1957-76. Wen­
dell H. Rone.served 1977-80, Raymond 

E. Lawrence began serving Mar. 1, 
1981. 

A tested Kentucky Baptist 

Lawrence's background includes pas­
toral experience at Neosho, Mo., as 
well as Crittenden, Oak Island, Mt. 
Vernon, Shelbyville and Corbin, Ky. 
His last pastorate was Central Church, 
Corbin, 1962-72, at which time he went 
to Cumberland College as assistant to 
the president. 

A graduate of Georgetown (Ky.) Col­
lege with the BA degree, Lawrence also 
holds the MDiv from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. He 
has done graduate work at Lexington 
(Ky.) Theological Seminary. 

He has filled numerous interim pas­
torates since 1972, has been on many 
denominational boards and preached 
the annual sermon at the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention in 1965. 

He and his wife live in-an apartment 
in Mayfield. The couple's two grown 
daughters both live in Corbin. 

The Mid-Continent academic year is 
divided into two semesters of 15 weeks 
each. A student may enter at the be­
ginning of either of these semesters 
and may graduate at the close of either 
one upon completion of 128 acceptable 
semester hours of credit, for which the 
BA degree or BRE (Bachelor of Reli­
gious Education) degree is awarded. 
Graduation ceremonies are held annual­
ly. Summer classes are offered when 
enrolment justifies it. 

Specific graduation requirements 
include nine hours of English, 12 hours 
of history, six hours of Bible, 10 hours 
of science, three hours of speech, seven 
hours of education and two hours of 
music. 

In addition to the general education 
requirements, candidates for the BA 
degree must complete 12· hours in a for­
eign language. Ministerial students are 
urged to take either Greek or Hebrew. 

Candidates for the BRE degree must 
complete certain specified courses in 
education in addition to the general 
education requirements. 

Out-of-state associations supporting 
Mid-Continent Baptist Bible College 
include Antioch and Union in Illinois 
and Beulah, Stewart County and Weak­
ley County in Tennessee. 

Kentucky associations involved in the 
operation of the school are: Blood 
River, Caldwell-Lyon, Fulton, Graves 
County, Little Bethel, Little River, Ohio 
River, West Kentucky and West Union. 



Housing request 

form, Southern 

Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Use of form 

The form (at right) is similar to the one 
that has been used for the past four 
Southern Baptist Conventions. All indi­
viduals wishing to make hotel reserva­
tions for the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion must use this type of form. No 

. phone reservations will be accepted by 
the Kansas City Housing Bureau. 

How to use the form 

All individuals wishing hotel reserva­
tions should use this form. One form 
should be used for each room requested. 

PART I-Accurately fill in the 
requested information. The confirma­
tion will be mailed to the person whose 
name appears in Part I. 

PART II- From the accompanying 
list, select five hotels of your choice. 
Place the names of the hotels on the 
lines in Part II, in the order of your 
preference. 

PART III-Fill in the information 
requested for the room you wish to 
reserve. If you need more than one 
room, use a second sheet. Photo copies 
of the form may be used. 

How the form is processed 

When the Housing Request Forms are 
received by the Kansas City Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, they will be held 
until Oct. 10, 1983, to be sure that all 
the housing requests postmarked Oct. I 
have had time to arrive. The forms will 
then be opened and separated on the 
basis of choice of hotels. 

Note: Housing requests postmarked 
prior to Oct. I, 1983, will be processed 
after those postmarked Oct. I, 2 or 3. 

Detach and mail form to: 

SBC HOUSING 
BOX 26310 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64196 

Further information: 

If you have need for further informa­
tion, contact Housing Information, SBC 
Executive Committee, 460 James 
Robertson Parkway, Nashville, TN 
37219, phone (615) 244-2355. 

Additional forms are available from the 
KBC business office. 

Hotel locations and rates 

* Radisson Muehlebach is the headquarters 
hotel. 

Location: A within 8 blocks, B 8 blocks to 2 
miles, C 2 miles to l O miles, D l O miles or 

mo~e, 
) .. , . ·· •.) 
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MAIL TO 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
JUNE 12-14, 1984-KANSAS CITY, MO SBC HOUSING 

P.O. BOX 26310 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64196 

OFFICIAL HOUSING REQUEST FORM 

• PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • 

-PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL ITEMS TO ASSURE ACCURACY. -- --
-COMPLETE EACH PART BELOW IN DETAIL FOR CORRECT AND RAPID PROCESSING. 
-SHOULD MORE THAN ONE (1) ROOM BE NEEDED, PLEASE USE A SECOND FORM. 
-ALL CONFIRMATIONS WILL BE SENT TO INDIVDUAL INDICATED IN PART I. 

PART I 
INSTRUCTIONS: Complete requested data using abbreviations as necessary. 

(NAME OF PERSON REQUESTING ROOMS) 

If necessary, photo­

copies of this form may 

be used lo make 

additional reservations. 

I I I I I I I ! I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
(FIRST NAME) (LAST) 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I l l I I I I I I I I I I I 
(STREET ADDRESS OR P O BOX NUMBER) 

I I I I I I I I I i I I I I I 11 I I I 11 I I I I I 
(CITY) (STATE) (ZIP - U.S.A.) 

DJJDJJIIIII 
(Area Code) (PHONE NUMBER) 

PART II 
INSTRUCTIONS: Select FIVE Hotels/Motels of your choice 

FIRST CHOICE 
SECOND CHOICE ______________ _ 
THIRD CHOICE 
FOURTH CHOICE _______________ _ 
FIFTH CHOICE 

PART Ill 
INSTRUCTIONS: 1. SELECT TYPE ROOM DESIRED WITH ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES. 

2. PRINT OR TYPE NAMES OF ALL PERSONS OCCUPYING EACH ROOM. -- -- --
Arrival Date 

Arrival Time 

Check type of room desired : 

___ Single (1 bd/1 pr) 

___ Double (1 bd/2 pr) 

___ Twin (2 bd/2 pr) 

Departure Date _____ _ 

~--Triple (2 bd/3 pr) 

___ Quad (2 bd/4 pr) 

___ Other (specify) __________ _ 

Name of all persons occupying the room (print last name first) 

I : II : I I 

IMPORTANT: No phone orders will be accepted. Hotel locations are shown on accompanying list. Make a photocopy of your order for your 
files. Housing Bureau processes reservations in order of date mailed. Confirmations will come direct from your hotel. DO NOT SEND 
DEPOSITS WITH RESERVATIONS. If rooms are not available at hotels of your choice, comparable reservations will be made at another 
cooperating hotel. If rate requested is not available, next available rate will be assigned. Changes in your reservation may be made by 
phoning the hotel in which you have a reservation. 

NOTE: PLEASE RECHECK ALL ITEMS FOR CORRECT INFORMATION 

DO NOT MAIL FORMS POSTMARKED BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 1983 

Hotel (Location) Single 
Adams Mark (C) .... . ....... , ..... . $60.00 
Arrowhead Inn (C) . . . .... . . .. .... . .. $32.00 
Ball Park Inn (C) ... . . . . .. ....... . . . $30.00 
Best Western Antioch Inn (C) ... ...... $39.00 
Best Western Hallmark Inn-Liberty (D) $34.00 
Best Western Stadium Inn (C) ......... $35.00 
Capri (C) ..... ... .................. $24.00 
Century Inn {A) .... ... .......... . .. $33.00 
Dixon Inn (A) . . ...... . .. ..... .. .... $40.00 
Embassy on the Park (A) . ..... . ...... $60.00 
Hallmark Inn-Olathe (D) .... ... . . .. $38.00 
Holiday Inn City Center (A) .... ..... . $56.00 
Holiday Inn Fun World (C) .. ... ...... $55.00 
Holiday Inn Sports Complex (C) .... . . $55.00 
Holiday Inn Towers (B) ..... ....... . . $41.00 
How~rd, Jolrnson's~ Centr.a.L(B).,., •. .. $40.00 

Double 
$70.00 
$38.00 
$33.00 
$45.00 
$38.00 
$47.00 
$32.00 
$47.00 
$50.00 
$72.00 
$38.00 
$56.00 
$60.00 
$65.00 
$46.00 
$48.00 

Hotel (Location) Single Double 
Howard Johnson's-Downtown (B) .... $40.00 $48.00 
Howard Johnson's-East (D) ... .. .. . . $31.00 $36.00 
Howard Johnson's- North (C) ........ $42.00 $46.00 
Howard Johnson's-Southwest (D) .... $32.00 $35.00 
Hyatt Regency (B) . ........ .... .... . $66-86.50 $76-96.00 
Inn at Executive Park (C) .. .... .... .. $48.00 $56.00 
Mission Inn (C) ... .... . .. .. . .... .... $25.50 $28.50 
Phillips House (A) .......... . ....... $56.00 $66.00 
*Radisson Muehlebach (A) . .. ....... $40.00 $50.00 
Ramada Inn- Overland Park (D) ...... $41.00 $47.00 
Rodeway Inn-Overland Park (D) .... . $34.00 $37.00 
Royale Inn (B) .... .... . .... . ..... . . $26.00 $38.00 
Travelodge- Downtown (B) .. .. .. . . . . $37.00 $42.00 
Travelodge-Gateway (D) ............ $33.00 $39.00 
Travelodge- Midtown (B) ............ $32.00 $35.00 
Wf;~J\I\ C::10~1}: Centpr,;(,)1}_ ,:,.; .. •,.;·.,,,.,.,_,s,1,.:, i},2,.-0Q :: .•, ~;?.-.• 0_0 
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missions 
Mr. and Mrs . Thomas J. Baker, mis­
sionaries to Spain, may be addressed at 
Apartado 3, Alcobendas (Madrid) 
Spain. He is a native of Kinsley, Kan. 
and she, the former Phyllis Smith, of 
Louisville and Breckinridge County. 
They were appointed by the Foreign 
Mission Board in 1980. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Palmer, missionary 
journeymen to the Philippines, have 
arrived on the field to begin their two­
year term of service at the Rural Life 
Center. He is an agriculturist and she a 
nurse (address: Box 99, Davao City, 
Philippines 9501) . 

Prior to their appointment by the 

teeples 

BOWLING UNITED INDUST 
Box 2250, Danvllle, VA 245 

In VA (804) 797-3277 

The legacy lives on. 
She left a legacy of 
touching the less 
fortunate, the poor, 
the stranger in our 
land, and a belief in 
telling others, 
through actions and 
attitude, about 
Christ's renewing 
love. Annie 
Armstrong was dedi­
cated to sacrificial 
giving of herself, her 
money and her 
possessions. 

The Annie 
Armstrong Offer­
ing for Home 
Missions, named 
for this person 
who gave "over and 
above," is a lifeline to the 
mission effort in our land. WithH,,fi',t 
the work of home missions in 

These ten Kentucky churches gave the 
highest per capita gifts in their state to the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering:* 

1. Manchester Baptist Church, 
Manchester 

2. Severns Valley Baptist Church, 
Elizabethtown 

3. Glencoe Baptist Church, Glencoe 
4. Clearfork Baptist Church, 

Russell Springs 
5. Hopewell Baptist Church, Harrodsburg 
6. Hurricane Baptist Church, Cadiz 

Foreign Mission Board, Palmer was 
youth director at Murray First Baptist 
Church, Blood River Association , and 
Mrs . Palmer, the former Regina Moore, 
a nurse at the hospital there. They are 
botli natives of Tennessee. 

Jodi Leach, missionary journeyman to 
Nigeria, has arrived on the field to 
begin her two-year term of service as a 
teacher at Baptist High School 
(address: Box 86, Jos, Nigeria) . She is a 
native of Russellville and a graduate of 
Georgetown (Ky.) College. 

Jennifer Johnson, missionary journey­
man to Japan, has arrived on the field 
to begin her term of service as a Bap­
tist Center worker (address: Miyazaki 
Bldg., Room 303, Nishikojima 1-1, 
Nagasaki 850, Japan). She considers 
Versailles her hometown. 

Jackie Johnson, miss1onary journeyman 
to Honduras, has arrived on the field to 
begin her two-year term of service as a 
secretary (address: Apartado 279, 

country would be 
greatly impaired. 

In 1982, 
$20,709,206 was 

collected in Southern 
Baptist Churches 

through the efforts of 
Woman ·s Missionary 

Union and the Broth­
erhood. We express 

our gratitude for their 
initiative and 

promotion. 
Kentucky 

Baptists have 
demonstrated 

again their com­
mitment to telling 

the good news 
and ministering in 

our land, giving 
$783,768 to the Annie 

Armstrong Offering in 1982. 
Thank you Kentucky Baptists for 

keeping the legacy alive. 

These ten Kentucky churches gave the 
highest total amount in their state:* 

1. Severns Valley Baptist Church, 
Elizabethtown 

2. First Baptist Church, Bowling Green 
3. Immanuel Baptist Church, Lexington 
4. St. Matthews Baptist Church, Louisville 
5. First Baptist Church, Somerset 
6. Walnut Street Baptist Church, 

Louisville 
7. Crescent Hill Baptist Church, Louisville 

~ · 

7. Waddy Baptist Church, Waddy 
8. Countryside Baptist Church, 

Morganfield 
9. Oak Ridge Baptist Church, 

Williamstown 

8. First Baptist Church, Danville 
9. First Baptist Church, Shelbyville 

I 0. Calvary Baptist Church, Lexington 

10. Beechmont Missionary Baptist 
Church, Beechmont 

UCKY 
Baptists and the Home Mission Board: 
We 're making a difference in our land. 

*Based on figures from Uniform Church Letters and state convention offices. 

Tegucigalpa, Honduras). She is a native 
of Madisonville and a graduate of 
Campbellsville College . 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Brooks, jour­
neymen to Gaza, have arrived on the 
field to begin their two-year term of 
service (address: Box 30, Gaza via 
Israel). He is a youth worker at Gaza 
Baptist Church and she is a librarian at 
the Center of Culture and Light in 
Gaza. 

Brooks was born in Cincinnati, Oh. 
but considers Brooksville, Ky. his 
hometown. Mrs. Brooks, the former 
Debbie Drake, was born in Louisville 
and considers Bardstown her home­
town. 

congregations 
Beechgrove Baptist Mission of Kento­
boo Baptist Church, Northern Kentucky 
Association, celebrated its first birthday 
Sept. 25 . . 

New Hope Baptist Church, Laurel 
Association, has resumed meeting and 
called Burgess King as pastor. 

Windsor First Baptist Church, Russell 
County Association, reports 23 addi-

• How to set up 
and maintain 
crafts as a 
ministry 

• Seminars 
teaching 32 
craft skills 

• Exh ibit Hall 
with hundreds 

"1-..,s~~ 
ltv,LLf TENNC.s':>~ • Sponsored by 

· Church Recreation Dept. 
Baptist Sunday School Board 

For info, write MSN 166, Nashville, TN 37234. 

tions by statement and five by letter 
during August. H. E . Delk is pastor. 

Beulah Association of Baptists in 
Tennessee has joined other associations 
as a sponsor of Mid-Continent Baptist 
Bible College. Eleven churches in the 
Beulah Association are now regularly 
supporting the college. Otis Hinson is 
moderator and Robert Armour director 
of missions of the association. 

revivals 
Scotts Grove Baptist Church, Blood 
River Association, reports 25 profes­
sions of faith during a mission trip to 
Friendship Baptist Church, Coalton, 
Oh. in June . 

Short Creek Baptist Church, Three 
Forks Association, will celebrate its 
150th anniversary Oct. 23 . 

Faith Baptist Mission of West Liberty 
First Baptist Church, Red River Associ­
ation, has constituted into a church 
forming the second Southern Baptist 
church in Morgan County. 

The mission was supported through 
building grants of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, Red River Association, and 
volunteers . 

Earl Brooks is serving as a bivoca­
tional pastor at Faith. Carl Mullins is 
pastor of West Liberty. 

Gethsemane Baptist Church, Long Run 
Association, celebrated its 40th anni­
versary with an $89,000 note burning 
service Sept. 11. Chester Irvin is pastor 

•there . 

Mt. Gilead Baptist Church, Allen As­
sociation, reports five professions of 
faith and seven additions by experi­
ence, baptism or letter during revival 
services Aug. 7-16. Gordon Moore was 
evangelist. Tommy Brown is pastor. 

a new Christian condominium community 
for the retired 

Wend-a moor 
OPEN MON.- FRI. 10:00 A.M. SAT.- SUN. 1:30 P.M. 

* 10 acres of beautiful landscaping * Meeting ha ll 
* Doctors clinic, pharmacy, grocery * Full size elevators 
* Handicapped units * Range and Disposal 
* Fire alarm systems * Heating and air conditioning 
* Closed circuit TV security . (individual) 

* Emergency call buttons 
* Private bus services 
* Picnic area 
* 1-bedroom $42,500.00 
* 2-bedroom $45,000.00 

fjj 
* Steel entrance doors 
* Patio or ba lcony 

emoor * Storm windows 

* Maintenance for $65.00 
per month 

Louisville 

Built by J & F Construction and Real Estate, Inc. 
7813 Glaser Road 

Call: Oather Blair (239-7751 or 969-4016) Kentucky 



Mrs. Branson 

personnel 
Mrs. Mary K. Branson has resigned as 
dirf:lctor of children's ministry at Mad­
isonville First Baptist Church. She will 
be moving to Indianapolis, Ind. where 
her husband Lynn is newly employed. 

Mrs. Branson had been with First 
Baptist since March 1978. She has also 
been a Western Recorder state corres­
pondent and author of many religious 
educational articles as well as five chil­
dren's books. 

William P. Tuck, pastor of St. Mat­
thews Baptist Church, Louisville, has 
been selected as one of five Baptist 
leaders for the 1983 Walter Pope Binns 
Fellow by William Jewell College. 

Richard A. Adams, a May 1983 MDiv 
graduate of Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, has accepted the pastor­
ate of Oakbrook Baptist Mission, a mis­
sion project of Summerville (S. C.) 
Baptist Church. 

While in seminary, Adams pastored 
in Park City and Whitesburg, Ky. 

Milas Robert Vassar Jr., 30, has been 
named pastor at Shelbyville First Bap­
tist Church, Shelby County Association. 
He replaces Jim Highland who resigned 
in 1982. 

Vassar, single, is a graduate of Sam­
ford University, Birmingham, Ala. and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Mike Lassiter is full time minister of 
youth and activities at Hurstbourne 
Baptist Church, Long Run Association, 
effective Oct. 2. He is a 1978 graduate 
of Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary and a native of Louisville. He has 
been serving in Florida. 

Thomas Moore has been named pastor 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 

ATIENTION HOMEMAKEll,S: Show toys and 
gifts for House of Lloyd, nation's largest toy party 
co. Part-time thru Nov. Top pay; free $300 kit. No 
investment, collecting or delivering. Call 
776-4400, 361-7944, or 935-5251. 9-21-01 

FOR SALE: 13 12-foot solid wood pews, by Beaver 
Baptist Church, Cynthiana, Ky. Phone (606) 
234-1493 . 10-5-00 

WANTED: Good home for two year old spayed 
female part Doberman. Good watch dog. Likes 
children, house broken but needs large fenced 
yard. 634-8656. 10-5-00 

;JJ,~1, lite economy. .. 
cono.ciouo. chu-ich . 
D STEEPLES D SIGNS 
□ CUPOLAS □ BAPTISTRIES 

' □ COLUMNS D LOUVERS 
' 1 D CORNICES D SHUTTERS 
□ CROSSES □ RAILINGS 

Aluminum fabrication -
our specialty 

WRITE OR CALL 

502-9_32-7091 

ALUMINUM FABRICATORS 
P.O. BOX 267 • GREENSBURG, KY. 42743 I 

WESTERN RECORDER, SEPTEMBER 28, 1983, 7 

Adams 

of Grace Baptist Church, Pike Associa­
tion. He replaces Robert Bozarth who 
retired from the pastorate July 31. 

J. E. Hail is now pastor of Beechridge 
Baptist Church, Shelby County Associa­
tion. He is a recent graduate of South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Ft. Worth, Tex. 

Berry Tackett has resigned as pastor of 
Hellier Baptist Church, Pike Associa­
tion. 

John S. Maples has accepted the pas­
torate of Sutton Mission, Pike Associa­
tion. He replaces John Pinson. 

John Atkins has resigned from his work 
at Denton Baptist Church, Greenup As­
sociation. 

Roy Sutton has been called as pastor of 
Patterson Creek Baptist Church, South 
Union Association. He goes there from 
Black Oak Baptist Church, South 
Union. 

Harry Neal has accepted the pastorate 

of Providence Baptist Church, Russell 
County Association. He goes there from 
Campbellsville. 

H. C. Chiles is interim pastor of Hazard 
First Baptist Church, Three Forks As­
sociation. 

Robert Wilson is new associate pastor 
at Twenty-third and Broadway Baptist 
Chur,;h, Long Run Association. 

Billy Lindsey has resigned as minister 
of music and youth at Temple Hill Bap­
tist Church, Monroe Association. 

Seven Clear Creek Baptist School stu­
dents, Pineville, have recently begun 
pastorates, · 

They are Danny Burd, Fonde Baptist 
Church, Gary Elis, Chenoa Mission, 
and James Kelly, Pathfork Baptist 
Church, all in Bell Association; John 
Maples, Sutton Mission, Pike Associa­
tion; Keith Murphy, Antioch Baptist 
Church, Liberty Association; and Jim 
Whittaker, Macedonia Baptist Church, 
Rockcastle Association. 

Miss Marie Ward, Temple Baptist 
Church, Monroe Association, recently 
spent three weeks as a Home Mission 
Board Christian Service Corps volun-

NEW-ORTHODOXY 
BARTH BAFFLES BAPTISTS 

2000 Informative Words 
$1.00 ea. - 10 for $5.00 

Ray's Study, Bx 5435, Midland, TX 79704 

AUTO - LIFE 
~ 

"HOME-CHURCH 

,..,,, - ,J~" /il. 
Ii:-- ..-~ ~ 

Good 
Drivers 

who don't 
drink 

Ashland 
Bardwell 
Bowllng Green 

Brandenburg 
Campbellsville 
Cold Spring 
Ellzabethtown 
Erlanger 

Hazard 
Hopkinsville 
Lexington 

Louisville 

Madisonville 
Morgantown 
Murray 
Neon · 
Owensboro 

Paducah 
Russell 
Stanton 
St. Matthews 

Tateville 
West Point 

JOIN 

Mike Pennington 
Lowell King Ins. Agency 
R. L. Blaine 
Dayspring Ins. Agency 
Gene Graves 
Howard Associates 
Ken Curry 
Jessie Ins. Agency 
Robert Cahill 
Norma Self 
Jack Graham 
Ray MIiier 
Napier Ins. Agency 
Ray Nelson Ins. Agency 
Steve Crace 
Tony Harvey 
Bob Lee 
Dale Aldridge 
Harwell-Terry Ins. Ag. 
Rick Hickman 
David Jaggers 
Norman Klang 
Joan Prllchett 
WIiiiams Ins. Service 
Jimmy WIiiiamson 
Kenneth Childress Ins. Ag. 
Karen Arnold Ins. Agency 
Bob Nanney Insurance Agency 
Welch Insurance Agency 
Franks Agency 
Henry Moody Ins. Agency 
Varble Ins. Agency 
Thomas Ins. Agency 
BIii Bowe 
Ray Rogers Ins. Agency 
Jay Newton 
Jim Stepp 
Bill Campbell 
Culver Insurance Agency 

\. you 
belong 

with 
us ... 

2200 Beech St., Suite A 
Box 247 
1005 E. 15th St. 
814 State St. 
1005 E. 15th St. 
1120 Fairview Ave. 
820 High St., Box 277 
P.O. Box 369 
405 Uhl Rd., P.O. Box 72 
433 W. Dixie Highway 
22 Commonwealth Ave. 
22 Commonwealth Ave., Box 6175 
P.O. Box 477 
807 Country Club Lane 
1018 New Circle Rd., Suite 205 
1018 New Circle Rd., Suite 205 
431 So. Broadway, Suite 323 
125 Chenoweth Lane, Suite 207 
4206 Stable Place 
Suite 112, Dixie Manor Bldg. 
4634 Taylor Blvd. 
Suite 112, Dixie Manor Bldg. 
4333 Cavelle Ave. 
6808 Fenwick Dr. 
1165 Dixie Highway 
686 Oak St. 
So. Tyler St. 
107 No. 4th St. 
Box 275 
218 W. 8th St., Suite 106 
1802 Breckenridge St. 
1402 Frederica St. 
164 Augusta-Lone Oak 
1250 Dlederick Blvd. 
Holman Dr., Rt. #3, Box 323 
400 Sherburn Lane, Suite 107 
400 Sherburn Lane, Suite 107 
U.S. 27, Box 17 
601 Elm Street 

324-7750 
628-3110 
842-5709 
781-1111 
842-5709 
842-5136 
422-3141 
465-5502 
441-9035 
765-4287 
727-1800 
727-1800 
436-3645 
885-1800 
255-8436 
255-8436 
253-1140 
897-3755 
426-8535 
933-3900 
366-1380 
933-3900 
366-0739 
239-7215 _ 
589-7702 
821-4873 
526-3437 
753-4937 
633-0634 
685-5161 
683-1556 
685-3456 
554-1808 
836-9779 
663-4935 
893-2566 
893-2566 
561-6455 
922-4042 

teer working with Baptist Friendship 
House, New Orleans, La. 

Clarence Worley has begun his pastor­
ate at Missouri Hollow Baptist Church, 
Wayne County Association. 

Jim Gifford, Bowling Green, has been 
named pastor at Green Ridge Baptist 
Church, Logan County Association. He 
has been interim there since June. 

Billy Chaffin, Franklin, has accepted 
the pastorate at Forest Grove Baptist 
Church, Bethel Association. Doug 
Cather had been interim there since 
January. 

Clay Harrell has assumed the pastorate 
at Keck Baptist Church, Lynn Camp 
Association. He previously was pastor 
at Dewitt Baptist Church, North Con­
cord Association. 

AN 
UNnRIETTABlE 
JOURNEY 

A fascinating . 
self-portrait by one of America's 

leading pastoral counselors 

THE STRUGGLE TO BE FREE 
MY STORY AND YOUR STORY 
by Wayne E. Oates 

Borri into a poor southern family 
and abandoned by his father, 
Wayne E. Oates began a lifelong 
struggle against the forces that 
threatened his freedom. The 
renowned and beloved counselor 
and teacher shares his story in a 
thematic autobiography that 
inspires the reader to enter into 
dialogue with him about the spir­
itual deliverance available to all . 
who believe in Jesus Christ. With 
the dynamism of a gifted writer 
and the compassion of a concerned 
counselor, Wayne E. Oates takes us 
on an unforgettable journey 
through a life enriched by obsta­
cles overcome and challenges met. 
Paper, $7 .95 

Order from your 
Baptist Bookstore 

m~TMINSTER llJII PRESS 
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baptist news in brief 
$20.8 million income projected, 
lower than 84-85 budget request 
by Craig Bird 

Bold Mission Thrust has sent the as- · 
pirations of Southern Baptist Conven­
tion agencies soaring- and budget re­
quests have sailed right along behind. 

Initial 1984-85 budget requests from 
the national SBC agencies to the SBC 
Executive Committee totaled 
$138,849,629, a stark contrast to the in­
come projections for an operating bud­
get of $118 million. 

''Bold Mission Thrust has created 
wonderful opportunities - and major 
problems," R. Keith Parks, president 
of the Foreign Mission Board, said in 
making his presentation . But his logic 
applied to all the programs. 

The effort of the SBC to present the 
message of Jesus Christ to everyone in 
the world by the year 2000 has pro­
duced record numbers of mission vol­
unteers, seminary enrolments and inno­
vative programs using satellites, film 
production, new training techniques 
and massive outpourings of literature. 
All with start-up costs and increased 
funding needs. 

As a result the 20 SBC agencies 
which receive Cooperative Program 
funding asked for more than $24 mil­
lion increase from the 1983-84 budget-
20.91 percent. 

The two mission boards accounted for 
$15 million of the increase as would be 
expected from the two agencies most 
directly affected by Bold Mission 
Thrust as well as the major recipients of 
Cooperative Program funds. 

The Foreign Mission Board asked for 
$67,860,000 (an increase of $10.6 mil­
lion, 18.53 percent) and the Home Mis­
sion Board $27 million (up $4,365,600, 
19.3 percent). 

The other requests included: 
The Southern Baptist Commission on 

the American Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, $250,650 (up $22,800, 10.01 per­
cent); the Annuity Board, $1,068,000 
(up $150,000, 16.3 percent); Baptist 
World Alliance, $441,000 (up $115,000, 
35 percent); · 

Brotherhood Commission, $976,235 
(up $127,335, 15 percent); Christian 
Life Commission, $903,750 (up 
$191,875 , 27 percent); Education Com­
mission, $487,370 (up $63,570, 15 per­
cent) ; Golden Gate Seminary, 
$3,006,010 (up $693,694, 30 percent); 
Historical Commission, $603,360 (up 

Southern Seminary 
professor's wife dies 

Mrs. Betty Tupper, 40, died Sunday, 
Sept. 25 , at Highlands Baptist Hospital, 
Louisville, after an illness. 

She was a native of Houston, Miss. 
Survivors include her husband, E. 

Frank Tupper, associate professor of 
Christian theology, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; a son, Elgin 
Tupper; a daughter, Michelle Tupper; 
and her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 0. M. 
Wilkins of Houston. 

The funeral was Tuesday, Sept. 27, 
at Crescent Hill Baptist Church. 

The family requests that expressions 
of sympathy take the form of contribu­
tions to the memorial building fund at 
Crescent Hill Baptist Church. 

Tupper was pastor of Edmonton 
(Ky.) Baptist Church from 1966-73. He 
has also held seven interim positions 
since being at the seminary. 

$209,760, 53.29 percent); 
Midwestern Seminary, $2,402,651 

(up $400,442, 20 percent); New Orleans 
Seminary, $4,915 ,534 (up $948,194, 
23 .9 percent); Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs, $464,000 (up $63,750, 
15.69 percent); Radio and Television 
Commission, $6,554,096 (up 
$1,740,746, 36.17 percent); SBC operat­
ing budget (includes Executive Com­
mittee operating budget as well as bud­
get for planning and holding annual 
meetings) , $2 ,316,000 (up $680,700, 
41.63 percent) ; 

Southeastern Seminary; $4,523,756 
(up $815,961, 22.01 percent) ; Southern 
Baptist Foundation, $282,472 (up 
$28;135, 11.6 percent); Southern Semi­
nary, $6,114 ,863 (up $1,073,948, 21 
percent); Southwestern Seminary, 
$8,204,882 (up $1,630,457, 24.8 per­
cent); Stewardship Commission, 
$475,000 (up $78,850, 19.9 percent). 

The Sunday School Board and the 
Woman's Missionary Union do not re- · 
ceive any Cooperative Program money 
but generate their own revenues by the 
sale of literature . 

The 1984-85 budget parameters ap­
proved by the Executive Committee in­
clude the $118 million basic budget (a 
three percent increase over 1983-84 
operating budget), a capital needs 
budget of $6,874,000 and a challenge 
budget of $7,159,615-for a total of 
$130 million. 

Executive Committee chairman 
Dewey Presley, Dallas layman, warned 
the members of the budget committee 
to bring ''lots of clothes when you come 
to your meeting in January-it may 
take a long time to put this budget 
together. ' ' 

New Beech Grove facility 
destroyed by early blaze 
Facilities of Beech Grove Baptist 
Church, near Shepherdsville, burned 
Sunday morning, Sept. 25. Firemen 
arrived on the scene about 4:30 a.m. 
but were unable to prevent total loss of 
all buildings including a new sanctuary 
which the congregation had recently 
entered. Arson is strongly suspected. 

Pastor Johnny Sherlock and the con­
gregation are saddened but undaunted. 
They plan to continue with no interrup­
tion of services. 

The congregation will meet tempor­
arily in facilities of the Bullitt County 
fairgrounds, according to Nelson As­
sociation missions director J. D. Hern­
don. The fair board has been com­
mended by Herndon for its offer. 

Cecil Ray elected to 
Coop Program post 

Cecil A. Ray, general secretary of North 
Carolina Baptists, has been elected to 
head an effort to lead Southern Baptists 
to give $20 billion a year by the tum of 
the century. 

In addition to electing Ray national 
director for Planned Growth in Giving, 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee also named a 15-
member task force to assist in the effort 
to increase giving by Southern Baptist 
congregations to local, state, national 
and international causes. 

Ray, who has led the Baptist State 
Convention of North Carolina since 
1976, was elected without opposition. 

A promise in deed 
Harold C. Bennett [r], executive secretary-treasurer of the SBC Executive Commit­
tee, had his hands full at the site dedication for the new SBC building _in Nashville, 
Tenn. He was one of seven agency heads which placed boxes of historical material 
in a solid copper "time capsule. " Earlier he received a "non-legal" deed to the 
property from Sunday School Board president Grady Cothen. The Sunday School 
Board is donating the land for the building. 

$8 million SBC construction 
begins as 300 Baptists look on 
by Craig Bird 

A solid copper "time capsule," more 
than 300 people from all across the 
United States and the mayor of Nash­
ville took part in the site dedication for 
the new Southern Baptist Convention 
Building Sept. 18. 

The ceremony launching the $8 mil­
lion structure, which will house seven 
national SBC agencies, was held during 
the annual fall meeting of the SBC Ex­
ecutive Committee which meant execu­
tive secretaries and editors from 34 
state Baptist conventions were on hand 
along with numerous agency employes. 

The copper box, which will be water­
tight when sealed, was the focal point 
of the evening as representatives of the 
seven agencies placed historically sig­
nificant items in the box. The time cap.­
sule will be placed in the cornerstone of 
the building. 

Included was a piece of granite from 
the old Memphis civic auditorium 
where the Southern Baptist Convention 
was meeting in 1925 when the Coopera­
tive Program (the SBC 's unified giving 
program) was adopted and named, the 
names of all registered messengers who 
attended the 1983 SBC meeting in 
Pittsburgh, names and pictures of trus­
tees and employes of the agencies and 
copies of literature of the agencies . A 
video tape of the dedication will also be 
included. 

Nashville mayor Richard Fulton wel­
comed the building as an addition to 
the city's major rehabilitation of its 
downtown area. The SBC building, and 
the adjacent Baptist Sunday School 
Board, will anchor one end of a land­
scaped, four-lane street while a new 
convention center/hotel complex will 
anchor the other. 

Those placing items in the time cap­
sule were: Harold C. Bennett, execu­
tive secretary-treasurer of the Execu­
tive Committee ; A. R. Fagan, execu­
tive director-treasurer of the Steward­
ship Commission; Roy L. Honeycutt, 
president of Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Louisville, representing 
Seminary External Education Division 

of the six SBC seminaries; Hollis E . 
Johnson ill, executive secretary-treas­
urer of the Southern Baptist Founda­
tion; Lynn E. May Jr. , executive direc­
tor-treasurer of the Historical Commis­
sion; Foy Valentine, executive director, 
Christian Life Commission; and Arthur 
L. Walker Jr. , executive director-treas­
urer of the Education Commission. 

James T. Draper Jr., pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Euless , Tex. and presi­
dent of the Southern Baptist Conven- · 
tion offered the prayer of dedication. 

Later in the Executive Committee 
meeting Rodney Landes, chairman of 
the SBC building construction commit­
tee, reported the committee had con­
tracted with Rentenbach Engil].eering 
Company of Knoxville , Tenn ., and its 
wholly owned subsidiary, Engineers­
Constructors Inc. , to act as general con­
tractor/ construction manager for the 
project . 

Groundwork will begin the first week . 
of October with completion estimated 
for January 1985. Landes said negotia­
tions are under way to sell the present 
SBC building for approximately $2 mil­
lion. He also noted changes had been 
made in the plans of the building to 
bring construction costs into line with 
the appropriations authorized by the 
SBC in Pittsburgh last June. The con­
vention approved $4.5 million in capital 
needs funds in the 1984-85 budget and 
another $3.5 million in 1985-86. 

Virginia editor emeritus 
Reuben· Allen dies 
Reuben E. Allen, 87, editor of the Vir-• 
ginia Religious Herald 1937-70, died 
Sept. 19. He suffered a stroke in late 
August. 

Allen became editor of the Religious 
Herald after the Baptist General As­
sociation of Virginia declined to pur­
chase the paper from its private 
owners. Allen resigned his pastorate 
when his offer was accepted and led the 
paper to convention agency status in 
1950. 
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sunday school lessons · 
ff. C. Chiles 
Clear Creel{ Baptist School, Pineville, KY 409'/'l 

LESSONS FOR OCT. 2, 1983 

Life and Work Series 
CHOSEN BY GOD 

1 Samuel 16:1 Samuel's grief over 
Saul was prolonged to almost a sinful 
extent. God summoned him from his 
vale of tears and clearly and forcefully 
commanded him to quit mourning over 
Saul whom he had rejected. He was 
unwilling for Samuel to continue weep­
ing over the dead when he should have 
been devoting his attention to the 
living. God ·directed Samuel to fill his 
horn with oil and proceed to Bethlehem 
and contact Jesse and his sons. God 
warned Samuel against judging by out­
ward appearances in selecting the one 
whom he was to anoint as the eventual 
successor of Saul. 
1 Samuel 16:6-7 As soon as Jesse's 
sons were brought into Samuel's pres­
ence, the latter was very favorably im­
pressed with Eliab, whose remarkable 
stature and handsome face reminded 
him of Saul for whom he had retained 
such great admiration. Observing Eliab 
closely, Samuel thought he surely must 
be the one whom God wants anointed. 

God reminded Samuel that these ex­
ternal advantages which impressed him 
so readily and favorably did not neces­
sarily imply real worth of heart. In- . 
asmuch as God looks on the heart - his 
judgment is never dependent on ap­
pearances but always on reality - so 
Eliab was not the divine choice for the 
important assignment. 
1 Samuel 16:10-13 At the command of 
Jesse, seven of his sons entered the 
presence of Samuel for his observation 
and appraisal. Promptly the proud 
father was informed by Samuel that 
none of the seven sons was the one 
'whom God had chosen. Samuel then 
asked Jesse if he had seen all his sons. 
Jesse replied that his youngest son was 
in the field working as a shepherd. 

Samuel requested that the shepherd lad 
appear before him also. When David 
appeared, God instructed Samuel to 
anoint him, for he was the one chosen. 
God had this promising young man 
anointed for special service. God's 
Spirit equipped David for the service 
which God wanted him to render in the 
future. Through the years which fol­
lowed, as long as he was obedient to 
God and relied _upon him for wisdom, 
guidance and strength, David did 
mighty exploits for God and his people. 
It is well to remember that when God 
chooses, equips and empowers those 
who are to render special service for 
him that their efforts will be success­
ful. 

International Series 
THE PROBLEM: SIN 

Jeremiah 2:9-13 How startling and 
pathetic was Jeremiah's description of 
the transgressions, corruption and 
idolatry of God's chosen people during 
the seventh century B.C. What a pic­
ture of national and tragic degeneracy! 
Being the true patriot that he was, as 
well as a lover and devoted servant of 
God, Jeremiah could not close his eyes 
to the enormity of their sins. One is 
made to shrink in horror at the shame­
ful spectacle of the Israelites indulging 
in their shameful ways of disobedience 
and disloyalty to their God and devoted­
ness to false idols. 

Pointedly and plainly God mentioned 
to Jeremiah two tragic sins of his 
people. The first was the sin of deser­
tion: "They have forsaken me." How 
amazing! It seems almost impossible 
that a nation which had been so blessed 
of God and had risen to such great 
heights because of his blessing and 
guidance should, in the midst of pros­
perity, tum from the one who had done 
so much for them. The sins which they 

. ' . on m1ss1on 
together 
William w. (Bill) Marshall 
Executive Seaetary-'Creasurer, KBC 
Box 4l4ll, Middletown, KY 40243 

SORTING .OUT OUR VALUES 

In our home is an assortment of things 
- so many things in fact one would 
wonder that we had once lost all of our 
stuff in a war. As a matter of fact, we 
left in storage a few of the older pieces 
we had accumulated at auctions while 
in the seminary. Alice and I found 
much pleasure in refinishing furniture 
in those days when even Victorian wal­
nut could be bought for a song. Many 
smaller objects lie here or hang there 
throughout the house. Each has .special 
meaning because either they were 
given to us by very dear friends or they 
recall one of our many journeys. 

The most special of all, however, are 
a few handcrafted pieces, products of 
our children at various stages of their 
lives. One is a clay blob which is sup- . 
posed to resemble an armadillo; one is 
a stone that was gathered from a rocky 
Cyprus beach and painted: ''welcome 

home daddy."· Another is an impish 
figurine with a phrase painted on the 
front: "guess who I love." 

Why are such items so predous? Is it 
because they recall a precious time 
when someone loved us in a very 
special way? I'm not sure, but if in 
some imaginary way I was looking in at 
an auction of our things, though I know 
the walnut secretary would fetch a good 
price, as would the washstand or the 
camel-back sofa, I'd bid on the arma­
dillo, the figurine and the Cypress 
stone. 

For you see, they are uniquely ours 
in a way they can never belong to any­
one else; Each is a gift of love at a 
moment in our personal history; each a 
reminder of the preciousness of life and 
time. Surely if God ever decided to 
auction off the universe we would dis­
cover the most valuable pieces were 
those his son gave him and us ... a 
crude, stubble manger and two rough 
beams, shaped like a cross. 

committed were so unnatural even 
heathen would not commit them against 
their gods. God had been merciful and 
just in all his dealings with them and 
there was not a single justifiable reason 
for them to desert him. Such desertion 
on their part was a mark of base ingrat­
itude. 

Their second sin was that of substi­
tuting something else for Jehovah. Oh, 
the folly of the people in forsaking the 
fountain of sparkling and living waters 
and choosing a cistern of their own cre­
ation. Those who refuse to forsake this 
fountain will enjoy the complete suffi­
ciency and satisfaction of the divine 
prpvision, and its inexhaustible supply. 
Romans 1:18, 28-32 The two forms of 
sin which God hates are ungodliness · 
and unrighteousness. The former is the 
absence of conformity to the will of 
God, or living as if there were no God, 

and the latter is living in wrong rela­
tionship to God and to men. Unless un­
godliness and unrighteousness are con­
fessed and forgiven, the wrath of God, 
which is the just dessert of sins, will 
abide upon the guilty ones. 

Nothing is more terrible than being 
abandoned by God, as were the 
Gentiles prior to New Testament times. 
Verses 28-32 reveal the depths to which 
men sink when they willfully reject 
Christ as their Savior and indulge in the 
score or more sins enumerated. 
Romans 2: 1, 11 Considering 
themselves as God's chosen people and 
possessing the oracles of God, the Jews 
had a superiority complex. That atti­
tude made it easy for them to judge, 
condemn and abhor others. 

Since God's judgments are without 
partiality, all will be judged fairly and 
justly. 

Meet Cumberland 
College student 

Randy Bonham 
Athletic and intelligent Cumberland College student Randy Bonham has been 

greatly blessed. The son of a Baptist minister, Randy, a sophomore at 
Cumberland College is strong in his faith in God. In coming to Cumberland 
College he says, "It helped me in my daily walk with God. I feel as if I'm 
bettering myself. Whenever I slip there is always someone here to help." 

Randy attends Main Street Baptist Church in Williamsburg while staying at 
Cumberland College and is very active in the church sports programs. At the 
colle~e, he is active in intramural sports and band. 

Randy chose Cumberland College because, "I was looking for a quality 
Baptist school and Cumberland College is such a school." 

Randy's major is business administration, and he intends to pursue a career in 
banking and finance. 

Randy is one of the many students at Cumberland College who desires a 
quality education in a Christian surrounding. At Cumberland College we always 
have room for people like Randy. 

Dr. Taylor, 
Please send me more information about how I can help other students like 

Randy. 

Name: _ --------------------------

Address:-----__:_~--------------

(Clip and mail to Dr. James Taylor, President, Cumberland College, 
Williamsburg, Kentucky 40769). 
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homes.for 
children 
Eldred M. 'l'aylor, E"et:utive Director 
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, KY 40243 

THE UNBLESSED CHILDREN 

A warm feeling flows over us when we 
are reminded of that beautiful scene in 
Jesus' ministry when he blessed the 
children. They were bringing the chil­
dren to Jesus that he might touch them. 
Such a touch obviously carried a bless­
ing from the master. However, the dis­
ciples, concerned about the physical 
strain on Jesus and unaware of the im­
portance of Jesus' touch in the lives of 
children, rebuked those bringing the 
children to be blessed. 

When Jesus saw what his disciples 
were doing, he was very displeased and 
corrected the disciples with those well­
known words, ''Suffer the little children 
to come unto me and forbid them not: 
for of such is the Kingdom of God" 
(Mk. 10:14) . Then Jesus "put his hands 
upon them and blessed them" (Mk. 
10:16b). 

How wonderful that thousands of 
children come into this world wanted, 
loved, cherished, protected and nur­
tured. They are blessed by good and 
godly parents and are blessed by Jesus 
because they are brought to him all 

through their growing years. 
Many children are born into circum­

stances and must live in situations that 
place them among the unblessed. Chil­
dren born into poverty are unblessed in 
a number of ways because of privation. 
There are those who are unwanted and 
unloved by adults and therefore experi­
ence an existence of unblessedness. 
When a child has an alcoholic parent, 
there are many ways in which the child 
is unblessed. 

Children who must go through the 
loss of a parent because of a broken 
home are deprived of blessings they 
deserve. There are children unblessed 
because of turmoil in the family or 
abusive· parents. And multitudes are 
unblessed because no one has shown 
them the way to our loving Lord that he 
might touch and ·bless their lives. 

Your Baptist Homes for Children is in 
the business of blessing unblessed•chil­
dren. We are providing love and care 
for children who have not had blessings 
we believe every child should have. We 
add the greatest blessing of all when 
we seek to bring them to Jesus so he 
may touch and bless their lives. 

oneida journal 
Barl{ley Moore, President 
Oneida Baptist lnatitute, Oneida, KY 40972 

fflEY DID NOT RETURN . 
We had to expel a West Virginia girl 
some months ago. She was very persis­
tent in trying to return. But it was our 
decision that was neither best for her 
nor the remainder of our student body. 

When we said "no" for the final 
time, her mother wrote: "Her previous 
school experiences had proven to her 
that rules were for everyone else but 
made to be broken by her. She had 
learned she could break them and still 
get by. It was refreshing to have 
Oneida refuse to allow it. I think she is 
quite a changed person because of her 
total experience there. She appears to 
be repentant, so your organization has 
certainly performed outstandingly to 
change her life. If you have some stu­
dents drop out after school starts, I 
hope you will reconsider her application 
in the future." 

A young man of Catholic heritage 
came to us last year from Ohio, our 
school having been recommended to 
the family by another Catholic family 
whose son was with us two years and 
graduated, an outstanding boy. This 
second boy while with us made a pro­
fession of faith and was baptized into 
our fellowship. He was a joy to work 
with. But for several reasons, his fam­
ily decided for him to stay home this 
year . They wrote: "Since Dan did so 

bluegrass 
billboard 

well in school at Oneida we are hoping 
he will do well in Dayton . . We appre­
ciate all you have done for him. · He has 
always spoken so well of the school. If 
we run into any difficulties we will con­
tact you about the availability of room 
for him." 

A Tennessee young man came to us 
requiring much tender loving care. He . 
was with us a year -and a summer ses­
sion. During that time we came to love 
his parents, a wonderfully active Bap­
tist couple very devoted to their church. 
It was my privilege, as well as the privi­
lege of others of our staff and students, 
to experience the hospitality of their 
Christian home. But the boy wished to 
remain at home this year and it was so 
decided. Some take to dorm life like 
ducks to water, and others do not. This 
particular boy never really liked dorm 
living though he made tremendous 
progre·ss here. His mother wrote: • 'I 
appreciate all the kindness, under­
standing and help you've extended us 
all and recommend your school to the 
highest." 

A young lady left our school this past 
spring of her own accord, just a jump 
ahead of our asking her to go. She has 
done this several times over a three 
year period, going when she takes a 
notion, assuming her "right" to return 
when it suits her . I got balky this year 

SEPTEMBER 

25-10/2 Sundy school preparation 
week. Materials in Sunday school pub­
lications 
30-10/1 All State Youth Choir, Louis­
ville. Southern Seminary campus 
30-10/2 BSU State Convention. Louis­
ville, Southern Seminary campus 

OCTOBER 

3-4 Haworth Conference. Cedarmore. 
Information from Baptist Homes for 

clear creek 
1 comments 

Leon Simpson, President 
,Clear Creel{ Baptist School, Pineville, KY 40977 

GOD GUIDES AND PROVIDES for their lives . Many of them leave 

God rewards obedience and he always 
provides our needs. 

We read in Gen. 22 that God com­
manded Abraham to go and give his 
son 1saac on Mt. Moriah in order to · 
show what it would cost God to provide 
salvation through Jesus. Abraham 
obeyed. When the time came to kill his 
only son, the Lord told him to sacrifice 
a ram instead that was caught in the 
bushes. With a new understanding of 
God's loving provision, Abraham 
named that holy plot of ground 
"Hehovah-Jireh" which means 'the 
Lord will provide. ' 

I think of how true this statement is 
at Clear Creek. Looking back over the 
history of this great school, I am con­
tinually impressed with how our Lord 
does care and does provide. As Clear 
Creek has passed through times of 
adversity, there have always been dear 
and faithful friends to support us and to 
insure the continuance of this great 
ministry with prayers and gifts of love. 

Consider our students who are so 
committed to Christ and to God's will 

and said •'no.'' There were too many 
other worthy girls wanting to enter our 
school who had never had their first 
opportunity to be here . So I said "no" 
to this dear one trying to move in again. 
I was then beset with letters, phone 
calls, even with a threatened "hunger 
strike' ' on the part of the young lady if I 
didn't let her return. But that didn't 
bluff me. Like me she likes to eat too 
well.· I said "no" again. Oftentimes, 
great lessons can be taught with a firm 
''no.'' 

So here is a part of my latest from 
her: ''I'm not writing to bug you 
anymore but to apologize. I realize my 
plans have backfired. I lied to you about 
my not eating. I'm sorry. I've enroled 
back in public school. I might as well 
make the best of what I've got. My 
mother says I've really changed now 
that I realize everything doesn't go my 
way. Don't get me wrong. I still want to 
come back there desperately . I can 
understand you don't want me back. I 
made the biggest mistake of my life to 
leave OBI. Please try to squeeze me 
back in sometime." We may do so at 
some future time. But not too soon. The 
lesson must be learned well. 

A Kentucky couple writes: " Our son 
will not be returning for the fall 
session. We are gojng to attempt to 
deal with our problems at home again . 
We have been very pleased with the 
results you have achieved.'' 

A South Carolina mother wrote: "We 
have de._cided to enrol David in public 
school again this school year. The short 
time he spent at Oneida was very 
beneficial for him. However, he is 
anxious to stay home and we fear we 

Children or Christian Life Relations 
Dept., KBC 
3-4 Area Church Training Leadership 
Clinic. Paducah. (Place to be an­
nounced.) 7 to 9 p.m. 
6-7 Brotherhood Convention. Florence 
(Ky.) Baptist Church. Evening of 6th 
through evening of 7th 
7-8 Young Black Women Conference. 
Cedarmore. Evening meal 7th through 
lunch on 8th. Reservations through 
Cedarmore. Sponsor:.WMU, KBC 
8 State Pioneer Congress. Florence 
(Ky.) Baptist Church. 9 a .m. to noon 

beautiful homes, large salaries and a 
relatively easy life . At Clear Creek they 
find their income is low (or non-exist­
ent) and our houses and apartments are 
small and just adequate. 

Recently, I heard that one of our new 
families was down to its last penny. 
There was literally no food for their 
next meal. They had suffered illness 
and the young husband and wife had no 
job to support their children. As we 
surrounded them with our love and took 
care of their food needs, they were 
heard to say, "We are alright. The Lord 
takes care of us." 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath 
provided, Great is thy faithfulnes_s, 
Lord unto me! 

What a beautiful testimony for the 
believer today! Like Abraham, we can 
joyfully proclaim, "Jehovah-jireh." 
Where God guides , he provides! 

Visit us at Clear Creek and we will 
celebrate the faithfulness of God 
together. 

would be making a mistake by forcing 
him to (be away from home) again this 
year. We pray that we are making the 
right decision. We will always be grate­
ful to you and the staff at Oneida for 
the positive influence you have had on 
David." 

We had a wonderful mountain girl 
with us the past two years from a near­
by mountain county. She is a fine Chris- • 
tian young lady and .right at the top of 
her class. We were very disappointed to 
learn she had decided to stay home this 
year. Selfishly we wanted to have the 
opportunity to keep working with her. 
But of course her parents like to have 
her also and she will be a credit to her 
local public school. Her mother wrote: 
"I want to thank you for the help you 
gave Charnel and our family the past 
two years . We recommend OBI to any 
family needing a good Christian school 
for their young people. " 

The mother of another girl from far 
western Kentucky wrote to say she was 
enroling her daughter back in the home 
school. "I really appreciate what you've 
done for me and my girl. Her whole 
attitude and outlook has changed 
thanks to your great school. " 

A girl came to us last year from 
Louisville. She was doing poorly aca­
demically. Her family was "having 
discipline problems, belligerence, re­
fusal to cooperate" with her. We 
worked with her a year and she is now 
back in her home school. Her mother 
writes: "I appreciate your time and 
effort. She improved greatly in her be­
havior and grades while at Oneida. She 
is continuing to improve. '' . 

God be praised . . 

9 World Hunger Day. Information on 
observing from Christian Life Relations 
Dept., KBC 
14-15 BYW Retreat . Cedarmore. Eve­
ning meal on 14th till 3 p .m. on 15th. 
Register with Cedarmore 
21-22 Baptist Women Retreat. Cedar­
more. Evening meal on 21st through 
lunch on 22nd. Reservations with 
Cedarmore 
24-28 SBC Regional Recreation Lab. 
Lake Barkley. Register with Church 
Recreation Dept., BSSB. Begins 
Monday afternoon; ends lunch Friday 
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'Papaw' Wice 

80-year-old L. B. Wice is still 'feeding the flock' 
hv Mary Kinney Branson 
State Correspondent 

L. B. Wice is a distinctive figure in 
Hopkins County. White-haired, stately, 
usually sporting a wide brimmed hat 
and cane, he is known to many neigh­
borhood children as "Papaw." 

A two-year-old recently visiting an­
other city saw a man who fit Wice's 
general description. 

''Papaw! ! shouted the child with ob­
vious delight . 

A three-year-old girl who lives near 
the house Wice shares with his daugh­
ter Sue and her family saw Wice_ out­
side and struggled to get over to his 
yard. 

• 'Let me go so I can swing with 
Papaw-the man I love," begged the 
small girl. 

Wice explains his obvious rapport 
with the child: ''I swing with her until 
I'm so tired I have to stop." 

The 80-year-old pastor has always 
been a favorite with children. One man 
in his 30s recalls trying as a preschool­
er to style his hair like Wice. It was an 
effort to be like the man he respected 
and admired. 

"He always took time to speak to the 
children," recalls the middle-aged ad­
mirer. ' 'And even as a child I could 
understand the messages of his 
sermons.'' 

Wice is flattered and humbled that 
children want to be like him. 

"Everybody needs somebody to look 
up to," explains Wice. "A. Mack .Par­
rish, pastor at First Baptist Church, 
Greenville, was my ideal . I always 
wanted to be like him. He later became 
executive secretary of Western Baptist 
Hospital in Paducah . 

''One of the greatest events of my 
life was helping Parrish raise funds for 
the new hospital, which was built in 
1946. For three years I spoke at church­
es, soliciting contributions to begin 
work on the hospital. 

"I suppose, next to being saved and 
being called to preach, helping begin 
that hospital was one of the high points 
of my life.'' 

Wice's life seems filled more with the 
joys of simple living and preaching than 
fund raising. His colorful career began 
in the area and, with few exceptions, 

'I was preaching in 1934 at 
a brush arbor meeting in 
the New Harmony area. 
. . . We had 32 professions 
off aith. Twenty-six wanted 
to join the church. Trouble 
was, there wasn't any 
church.' · 

remained with the people and area he 
loves. 

Born June 10, 1903 (I'm 80 years old 
and feel it," muses Wice), he was­
raised on a farm near Greenville . He 
was converted at a brush arbor meet­
ing in 1931 and called to preach in 
March of the following year. He · 
preached regularly at brush arbor meet­
ings and in barns and houses. 

•,J.J~•--, \_ • ·-\,.•'-.,.I , I , \ . ;t:l•-''-. 1 J r t , l .•1-'•- ' I 
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-, 'I was preaching in 1934 at a brush 
arbor meeting in the New Harmony 
area," recalls Wice. "We had 32 pro­
fessions of faith. Twenty-six of these 
people wanted to join the church. 
Trouble was, there wasn't any church. 

''The deacons from nearby churches 
helped me organize New Harmony 
Baptist Church. We used a store 
building for our services." 

Wice was ordained at New Harmony 
the same year. By the next week, three 
more churches had called him as pastor 
and Wice began his career as a quarter­
time pastor. 

''Quarter-time churches were com­
mon in those days," reflects Wice. " In 
quarter time churches, a pastor 
preached once a month but the congre­
gation usually had Sunday school every 
week. 

''During the war I pastored six quar­
ter time churches, holding evening ser­
vices at two locations. We have a corn 
famine this year. Well, during the war 
we had a preacher famine. Many of our 
preachers had gone off to war. " 

Wice recalls that pastors were not 
paid quite as generously 50 years ago. 

"I pastored New Harmony a year 
without a salary," laughs Wice. "When 
they finally took an offering I got 73 
cents for three months ' preaching. 
That's why pastors had to be bivoca­
tional. You coul~'t make a living 
preaching. ' ' 

Wice declares' that his bivocational 
ministry exposed him to more jobs than 
he can remember. Most of the time, 
however, he worked in the lumber and 
timber business in Greenville. 

For a short time Wice was part owner 
in a car dealership . Noted for appreci­
ating a good car, Wice elaborates: 

"For the first three years of my min­
istry I walked 10 miles to each church I 

pastored. I didn't mind the walking. I 
was used to it because I coon hunted a 
lot . 

"Then one evening I invited a mis­
sionary from Brazil home with me. As 
we walked home, he asked if this was 

'I preached one night in 
Lucerne, Switzerland and 
was scared to death. The 
place was filled with DD 's 
and ThD 's. I was the only 
country boy there.' 

my usual way to travel. 
" 'Well, sometimes I ride an old 

horse, but usually I walk,' I told him. 
" 'Have you talked to the Lord about 

it,?' the missionary asked. 
"I told him 'no, I hadn't.' 
'' 'Then you deserve to walk,' he told 

me.'' 
''Three months later I was driving a 

Model T," says Wice with a smile. 
"And I've been driving ever since. I 
realize now that God is interested in all 
phases of our lives.'' 

As Wice progressed from foot to 
auto, his ministry began to reach out 
beyond western Kentucky. In addition 
to his fund raising for Western Bap­
tist Hospital, Wice_has broadened.his 
experiences by preaching in Europe 
during a seven week stay. ("I preached 
one night in Lucerne, Switzerland and 
was scared to death . The place was 
filled with DD's and ThD's. I was the 
only country boy there. ") 

Still supply preaching often in Little 
Bethel Association, Wice recently trav­
eled to Miami, Fla to conduct the funer­
al of a former member of his congrega­
tion. 

L.B. Wice 

(,' 1 

"I travel near and far," notes Wice. 
• 'I'm always glad for chances to . 
preach.'' 

When asked what advice he would 
give to younger preachers, Wice is 
hesitant to offer any. ("I don't want 
young preachers to think I'm speaking 
down to them. '') But he finally replies 
with a scripture: 

"Preach the word; be instant in sea­
son, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doc­
trine" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

"The Bible must be a preacher's 
main book," continues Wice. "It's the 
Christian's food and a pastor must 
'feed the flock'." 

''We go to church to hear the word,'' 
declares Wice. "Some preachers 
preach other things, but there's noth­
ing more powerful than God's word. 
Heb. 4:12 says 'For the word of God is 
quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword'." 

Recalling the ·days when bivocational 
pastoring was an accepted way of life, 
Wice states: "We preached the word 
for the joy and to be obedient to our 
calling. True called men still preach for 
the same reasons, but some today look 
on preaching as an occupation. 

· ''They think 'I'll have good clothes, 
eat fried chicken and have plenty of 
spending money.' With that attitude 

_ they won't b~ long in the ministry.'' 
''Only born again, called men can 

stay in the ministry. The hills get too 

f Only born again called 
men can stay in the minis­
try. The hills get too cold, 
the valleys too deep, the 
way too rough for the 
occupation preacher.' 

cold, the valleys too deep, the way too 
rough for the occupation preacher. 

"But the true men of God will always 
be there. The church will never fail be­
cause Christ is the head of it. Lately, 
too much of the world has moved into 
some churches and hindered their spir­
itual growth. 

Wice knows that he, like everyone 
else, has fallen short of ideal living. 
Quoting Rom. 7:21 and 24, Wice re­
flects: "Oh wretched man that I am! 
When I would do good, evil is present 
with me.'' 

"Paul had the same trouble as the 
rest of us-a continual war of internal 
and external man," observes Wice. 
"We sail high for awhile, then a big 
temptation comes and we fall prey to it. 

"Just like Sampson. He lost his hair, 
his eyeballs and had to work in prison. 
That's a pretty high price for sin. But 
that's the trouble with sin. You have to 
pay for it sooner or later." 

But if Wice is reaping what he has 
sown, he has lived a more than ade­
quate life. Still in good health, Wice 
shops, drives his car and pickup truck, 
gardens and bird hunts. 

After 50 years of preaching, does 
Wice see full time retirement in the 
near future? 

"Never," claims Wice. "I plan to 
keep preaching as long as anyone wants 
to hear me." 
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