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Agreeable convention elects Henson; partnership 
with Kenya and $17.5 million CP budget adopted 
by James H. Cox, Associate Editor 

It was a convention of close votes and 
harmonious action last week in Pa-
ducah. ' 

Kentucky Baptists in their 146th 
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annual session Nov. 15-1 7 implemented 
' some plaits that will have far reaching 
consequences, to be sure. 

But they did it practically by '"com~ 
mon consent.'' 
_ Even the selection of officers sparked 

little discussion . And when the vote 
was tallied for the two candidates for 
the office of president, only 50 votes · 
separated the winner, Willis W. 
Henson, Paducah, and the loser, T. A. 
Prickett, Owensboro. 

Henson has been pastor of Lone Oak 
Baptist Church, Paducah, 12 years. 

When messenger Greg Hancock of 
Covington advocated combining the 
three senior Baptist colleges into one 
university with three campuses," the 
audience was visibly stirred. But the 
outcome of what could have been a di­
visive issue ended peaceably-with 

. only 38 votes settling the question. The 

.majority thought it would be best not to 
name a committee to study the motion. 

While the first vice presidency went 
to Charles Barnes, a Louisville laymim , 
with 58 percent of the vote in a three · 
way race, the second vice presidency 
went to Robert W . Durham, pastor 
of Gilead Baptist Church, Glel}dale, 
without opposition. 

And when messenger William A. 
Hartung of Frankfort brought a motion 
that the messenger ballots be printed in 
_the book of reports , the voice vote was 
so close, it appeared messengers would · 
have to ballot on that . But presiding 

officer Curtis H. Warf of Richmond 
ruled the motion had lost, and the spirit 
of harmony and unity which characteri­
ized this convention prevailed. 

Principal actions of the convention 
included approval of an executive board 
recommendation to establish ties with 
Kenya in a partnership plan; adoption 
of a 1984-85 budget goal of $1 7. 5 
million; resolutions opposed to state 
lotteries and an appointment of a U. S. 
emissary to the Vatican; welcoming of 
their new executive secretary-treasurer . 
and his wife, Dr. and Mrs. William W. 
Marshall; and witnessing a presenta­
tion by the SBC Annuity Board of a new 
pension plan which-if adopted-will 
greatly increase retirement benefits to 
employes of churches and denomina­
tional agencies, beginning in five years. 

The partnership plan with Kenya will 
join volunteers from Kentucky churches 
in projects which will increase evangel­
istic enterprise in the east African 
nation starting in 1985 and continuing 
three years . 

A KBC executive board staff commit­
tee led by Robert C . Jones, director of 
the Direct Missions Department, will 
explore avenues of communication with 
Kenyan Baptists in spring 1984. Others 
on the committee include Jay Brown, 
director, Evangelism Department; 
William·L. Kaufman, director , Brother­
hood Department ; and"Marshall Phil­
lips, manager, Cedarmore Baptist As­
sembly . 

The $17 .5 million budget adopted by 
the convention is effective Sept. 1, 
1984. It includes a $14.9 million opera­
tional section, of which 36.25 percent 
($5,401 ,250) will go _to SBC causes and 
the remainder will stay in the state. A 
bold mission challenge section ·of $1.3 
million will be divided 37 percent 
($481 ,000) for SBC and the remainder 
to KBC . The total Cooperative Program 
goal is $16.2 million, with an additional 
$13 million supplied by other estimated 
income. 

The messengers to this convention 
heard plans for a new pension plan for 
their church and denominational ser­
vants which will be acted upon at next 
year's convention . If approved , it will 
significantly increase financial outlay 
from the convention, churches and indi­
viduals, and will greatly enhance bene­
fits to the servants during their retire­
ment years . 

The convention voted to ask J. How­
ard Cobble, pastor of Severns Valley 
Baptist Church , Elizabethtown, to 
preach their_ annual sermon in 1984. 
Robert Browning, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church, Somerset, will be the alter­
nate. . 

The body will meet in 1984 at Walnut 
Street Baptist Church, Louisville, Nov. 
13-15; in 1985 at Calvary Baptist 
Church, Lexington, Nov. 12--14; and 
voted at this convention to meet in 1986 
at Severns Valley Baptist Church, Eliza­
bethtown, Nov. 11-13. 
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daley observations 

C.R.Daley 

A convention of 'heavenlies' in Paducah 
Heaven came down and glory filled the souls of 
Kentucky Baptists in Paducah last week for their 
annual convention. ''Heavenly'' is the only word 
that adequately describes the experience. It was 
heavenly hospitality, heavenly music, heavenly 
preaching, heavenly harmony and heavenly 
fellowship. 

Kentucky Baptists always mix inspiration and 
worship with business in these annual meetings 
but this one had an extra dimension of spiritual­
ity. Such exper.iences are always more spontane­
ous than planned but, in this case, there were 
some discernible contributing factors. · 

One was nothing less than geography. West­
em Kentucky is a Baptist Zion and Paducah is 
in the heart of it. First Baptist Church, host for 
the convention, is in a perennial revival and 
convention messengers were swept up in it . 

First Baptist pastor J . R. White is relatively a 
newcomer to Kentucky but one time in his pres­
ence makes him seem like a long time friend. 
The-First Church facilities are unsurpassed for 
· such a gathering and if one thing in the way of 
perfect arrangements had been overlooked by 
First Baptist associate pastor Bob Kersey it 
never became apparent. Bob is a genius in such 
matters. Smiling First Baptists were on every 
hand to provide every need. 

Music for the convention becomes more out­
standing each year but never on the order of this 
year. The Kentucky Baptist Chorale was tops as 
usual, the choir of Cumberland College was 
superb and the Glendale Children 's Home youth 
choir was inspiring but the music of First Church 
under Donn Wisdom's direction defies descrip-

tion. It's more than music. It's a form of per­
sonal witness as well as praise for a hundred 
choir members and a score or more orchestra 
members. Messengers expressed their 
appreciation in one standing ovation after 
another. 

This was the first convention for executive 
secretary-treasurer Bill Marshall and the ' 
unusual spirit of this godly man was a major 
influence in the mood of the meeting. Messen­
gers sensed that he not only had spent hours and . 
hours doing his homework but had also spent 
time with the Lord preparing himself. There's 

· nothing sanctimonious about Bill Marshall but 
he possesses a wholesome piety that is conta­
gious and brings out the best of those who work 
with him. 

In but a few months Bill and Alice Marshall 
have become sweethearts of Kentucky ~aptists 
and this convention turned out to be a love feast. 
Considering the limitations of any human, hope­
fully Marshall will never again be expected to • 
appear so many places and speak so many times 
as he was in Paducah. 

Convention president Curtis Warf and his 
gentle spirit also contributed to the ''heaven­
lies" in Paducah. No Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion leader ever was characterized by more 
humility nor served more faithfully . It 's a sure 
sign the convention is free of unwholesome de­
nominational politics when men like Curtis Warf 
are recognized and honored with the office of 
president. 

In such an atmosphere it is easy to transact 
convention business. There was scarcely a nega-

tive voice heard and no emotional debates . 
Indeed, it was almost too smooth and harmoni­
ous to be a Baptist meeting. 

Such an atmosphere is also conducive for good 
preaching. The convention sermon by Bob Jones 
was uplifting and the message by Southeastern 
Seminary professor Thomas Graves was a 
masterpiece. William O'Brien of the Foreign 
Mission Board disturbed hearts and lifted hori­
zons with a searching revelation of the inade­
quate response of Baptists to the challenge of 
Christless masses in today's world. 

All that has been said above in trying to de­
scribe the spirit of the Paducah convention prob­
ably was illustrated best in a conversation over­
heard immediately after the final session. 
Among the first to congratulate newly elected 
president Willis Henson was T. A. Prickett. 
Prickett and Henson were the only two nominees 
for president and Henson won by a narrow 
margin. 

Prickett not only pledged his full support but 
also assured Henson he would remember him to 
the Lord in prayer every day of the year . Henson 
responded graciously saying when his wife asked 
him if he was happy to be chosen president, he 
replied, "Yes, but for one thing. I'm sorry my 
friend could not also be elected." 

" Behold , how good and pleasant it is when 
brothers dwell in unity. . . . It is like the dew of 
Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! 
For there the Lord has commanded his bless­
ings, life for evermore" (Ps. 133). 

Sen. Huddleston, not Sen. Ford, for tuition credits 
This editor made a colossal blunder and a false 
accusation about Senator Wendell Ford in an an­
nouncement to messengers present in the final 
session of the Kentucky Baptist Convention last 
Thursday. The announcement was related to 
United States Senate action last Wednesday on 
President Reagan 's strong push for granting 
tuition tax credits to parents of private and 
parochial school pupils. A misinterpretation of a 
newspaper accm,mt of the Senate action put 
Senator Ford in favor of the tuition tax credits 
proposal and Senator Huddleston against it. 

The facts are exactly the opposite . Sen. Ford 
voted against tution tax credits and Sen. Walter 
Huddleston voted in favor. The misinterpretation 
resultec;l from the manner in which the proposal 
came up . The vote was not for or against the . 
proposal itself, but whether or not to table it as a 
proposed amendment to an unrelated piece of 
legislation. Consequently, Sen. Ford's recorded 
''for'' vote was not for the proposal, but for 

· tabling it. It was Sen. Huddleston's "against" 
tabling vote that placed him in support of tuition 
tax credits. 

western recorder <•ssN 0043.4132> 

. C.R. DALEY, Editor, JAMES H. COX, Associate Editor 

An apology has been sent to Sen. Ford and a 
request for explanation of his vote has been 
directed to Sen. Huddleston. Readers of this 
correction and apology are asked to help correct 
the wrong information given-to convention mes­
sengers. 

It's hard to understand Sen. Huddleston's 
vote. He was one of only nine Democratic 
Senators who supported this very unwise pro­
posal. If Sen. Huddleston sends his explanation, 
it will be shared with Western Recorder readers . 

Support for tuition tax credits was one of 
President Reagan's campaign promises. It was 
pushed down on the presidential priority list 
until more urgent legislation dealing with the 
ailing economy could be considered. His insis­
tence on action on the· proposal last week before 
the holiday recess of Congress could be more of 
an effort to keep a campaign promise than to get 
the proposal enacted. 

It's hard to see how the President or members 
of Congress could support such questionable 
legislation. It would ultimately add 800 million 
dollars a year to the already disastrous national 

budget defici(. It would also certainly have a 
negative effect upon ailing public schools which 
are just now getting the concern and considera­
tion of the general public. 

But for Baptists the major objection to this 
indirect but obvious public aid to parochial 
education is its flagrant violation of the church­
state separation principle . Too much tax revenue 
collected from citizens of all religions and no 
religion is already being used to propagate reli­
gion in public schools-a flagrant violation of the 
First Amendment. 

The defeat of this latest effort on behalf of tui­
tion tax credits is cause for rejoicing because the 
outcome was uncertain and support of the idea 
seemed to have been growing. This means the 
idea has been put on the shelf for the time being 
but it is by no means dead. Its supporters are 
persistent and they settle for crumbs from the 
table fully expecting eventually to be sitting at 
the head table in the banquet hall of tax support. 

For this significant setback in that effort Sen. 
Ford is to be commended and Sen. Huddleston 
called into account. 
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Executive hoard oks staff changes, Kenya linkup 
!>y James H. Cox, Associate Editor 
In a greatly expedited preconvention 
session the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion executive board approved a large 
number of.recommendations in a rec­
ord breaking 1 ½ hours. 

William W . Marshall, executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the convention, sent 
a 28-page report to board members two 
weeks before they met, greatly expe­
diting the proceedings. These sessions 
had run up to four hours in other years. 

. Marshall took only a few minutes to 
point out some of the report ' s principal 
recommendations. He then spoke 
"from the heart" to board members. 

He · thanked the board for ' 'taking in 
a new kid" and said the last few 
months had probably been some of the 
" most beautiful moments" of his Chris­
tian experience. 

Board members meeting in Paducah 
vigorously applauded Marshall's re­
marks. 

In principal actions during the meet­
ing, the.executive board gave approval 
to several changes in the executive 
board staff structure, gave attention to 
several other personnel matters, ap­
proved a partnership plan for an over­
seas linkup, adopted five-year plans for 
distributing funds to one agency and 
five educational institutions and 
handled a variety of miscellaneous 
matters. 

In the staff reorganization plan, the 
three divisions of the executive board 
will be altered Jan. 1, 1984 as follows: 

• Most of the 10 departments of the 
Church Services Division and the Mis­
sions Division will be combined into a 
Missions and Church Services Division 
with a director yet to be named. This 
new division will include these depart­
ments: Brotherhood, Church Music, 
Church Training and Special Ministries, 
Direct Missions, Evangelism, Student 
and Sunday School. Department direc­
tors will continue in their present ca­
pacities in the new division, with one 
exception. C. Vernon Cole, director of 
the Church Training Department, will 

,f 

move to another division . The post he 
leaves is vacant. 

• The Church Minister Relations 
Division is new, including the Annuity 
Department effective Jan. 1, 1985 (it 
remains in the Business Division until 
then), Church-Minister Placement As­
sistance Department (a new depart­
ment, presently without a director) and 
the Family Ministry and Church Ad­
ministration Department (new, to be 
directed by C. Vernon Cole) . 

The director of the Church Minister 
Relations Division will be William H. 
Rogers, presently director of the KBC's 
Christian Life Relations Department. 

• The Business Division, presently 
with five departments-Accounting 
Services, Administrative Services, 
Annuity, Foundation and Support Ser­
vices- will add a new one, Facility Ser­
vices , Sept. 1, 1984 with a director to be 
named. 

In addition, the present directors of 
the current Missions Division (A. B. 
Colvin) and Church Services Division 
(James H. Whaley) will become execu­
tive associates in· the executive office. 
Colvin will supervise communications, 
including the Promotion and Steward­
ship Department and the Media De­
partment. Whaley will coordinate plan­
ning and administration, and the work 
of the Camps and Assemblies Depart­
ment. Directors of these three depart­
ments will continue where they are. 

An improved staff relocation policy 
was adopted to assist new staff mem­
bers of the executive board in making 
the physical transition from other re­
sponsibilities to their new employment. 

The staff early retirement age was 
lowered from 60 to 55 , with reduced 
benefits . 

A partnership arrangement with 
Kenya, with an initial start-up time of 
early spring 1985, was authorized. A 
potential price tag of $450,000 over a 
three-year period was approved. 

A total of $150,000 for promotion and 
education of a new SBC stewardship 
effort, Planned Growth in Giving, will 

Highlights at the 146th annual Kentucky Baptist Convention in 
Paducah Nov. 14-17 included music by the Glendale Baptist 
Children'·s Home [lower right], a puppet and drama presen­
tation by Son Burst, the 1983 Baptist Student Union creative 
ministries team, and recognition of retiring state Woman's 
Missionary Union director Kathryn Jasper Akridge and 
Western Recorder editor C.R. Daley. In upper right photo, 

.1983 KBC president Curtis Warf pays tribute to the two. 

be requested in the 1984-85 operating 
budget . 

A report from the Annuity Board was 
received and will be acted on by mes­
sengers to the 1984 Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

Formulas for funding the Baptist 
Homes for Children and the five educa­
tionial institutions operated by the con­
vention were adopted. 

Homes for Children, presently re­
ceiving $200,000 in the 1983-84 budget, 
will increase to $212 ,500 next year, 
then move to $225,000 in 1985-86 where 
it will remain for five years-through 
1989-90. I 

In presenting the Christian education 
distribution formula, pastor Richard 
Allison, of Georgetown (Ky.) Baptist 
Church, pleaded for understanding. 

He repeatedly claimed the commit­
tee he chaired did not believe there is 
such a thing as "an objective recom­
mendation.'' 

But, he cited the rationale for the 
projected formula as one "already 
being lived with," a formula for budget 
planning that would help schools in 
planning over a five-year period and 
one which recognizes the size of the 
schools as "a genuine factor." 

It (the recommendation) "feels 
right" to our committee, said Allison, 
and it has been "tolerated" by those 
whom it will affect. 

The adopted formula dispenses funds 
for Christian education in the Coopera­
tive Program budget as follows: Camp­
bellsville College·, 20 percent; Clear 
Creek Baptist School, 10.8 percent ; 
Cumberland College, 34 percent; 
Georgetown College, 28 percent; and 
Oneida Baptist Institute, 7.2 percent. 

Convention Business Division direc­
tor Barry G. Allen reported that income 
for the first two months of the fiscal 
year totaled $1,826,953, although $2.25 
million is required for that period to 
meet the projected budget of $13.5 mil­
lion for the year. 

Allen observed, however, that the 
first two months of a year normally run 

Rogers Colvin 

~:.. 

Whaley · Cole 

They receive 
new assignments 

Named to new responsibilities of the 
KBC executive board are staffers 
William H. Rogers, A. B. Colvin, 
James H. Whaley and C. Vernon Cole. 
For details, see story on executive 
board actions. 

well below budget. 
In a miscellaneous item, Edwin F . 

Perry of Louisville, chairman of the con­
vention's public affairs committee, re­
quested the executive board to appoint 
its chairman and the editor of Western 
Recorder to draft a message to Ken­
tucky me~bers of Congress and to 
President ReagaI). against possible ap­
pointment of an ambassador to the 
Vatican. The motion carried. 

The executive board will meet again 
Dec. 12-13 at the Baptist Building, 
Middletown. 

KBC resolutions 

Kentucky Baptists approved resolutions 
during convention action Wednesday. 

Wayne Dehoney, pastor, Walnut 
Street, Louisville, in presenting his 
committee 's recommendations, stated, 
"We present resolutions affecting two 
areas of major concern. It ' s not we 're 
not concerned in all areas," he added, 
"but it. was our feeling it would be best 
to pinpoint strategic issues now before 
our decision makers . ' ' 

Those issues involved separation of 
church and state and state-sponsored 

- lotteries . 
Passed was a resolution opposing the 

appointment of a United States ambas­
sador to the Vatican since such an ap­
pointment, it was fe!J;, would recognize 
a religious organization as a national 
political unit and, in a second point, 
opposed government encroachment into 
matters of religion and the use of pub­
lic funds 'assisting private, religious and 
church schools. 

Recognizing gambling as a disease , 
Kentucky Baptists adopted a second 
resolution opposing state lotteries as a 
means of state income. 

A final resolution-passed expressed 
appreciation to the convention 's host, 
Paducah First Church, the city and all 
involved in the 146th annual meeting. 
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Henson: he hopes to bring us together 
by Greg Hancock 

Willis W . Henson looks like a presi­
dent. He talks and moves with the con­
fidence of a president. He is, in fact, 
the new president of the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention, the first in several 
years to emerge as a spontaneous can­
didate in the days, if not the hours, 
before the election. 

Henson pastors Lone Oak Baptist 
Church in Paducah. In his 12 years 
there he has compiled a formidable 
record of service to Kentucky Baptists: 
member of KBC finance committee arid 
committee on committees; board of di­
rectors, Baptist Hospitals Inc. and 
Western Recorder; and past president 
of the Kentucky Baptist Pastor's Con­
ference. 

His convention service is made more 
remarkable in light of his geographic 
situation in what some would call a 
remote region of the state. "That's not 
an issue with me," he affirms. "The 
key to not being alienated (geograph­
ically) is personal initiative and involve­
ment. Being in western Kentucky 
means there is a lot of highway be­
tween us and Middletown (KBC head~ 
quarters), but I've tried to promote 
among our churches here an active par­
ticipation in the work of the conven­
tion. " 

Henson's philosophy of convention 
participation is clear cut and concise. 
"The strength of Southern Baptists lies 
in the strength of the local church, " he 
contends. 

"I grew up in a very small church 
and I know about the struggles of a 
small church. The convention exists to 
meet the needs of the churches, not the 
other way around. If I have a personal 
task as president this year, it is to en­
courage greater emphasis on the part of 
our total denominational structure to 
the needs of the small churches.'' 

Lone Oak Church boasts some 1700 
members, hardly a small church by 
Kentucky standards. But niuch of that 

Ministers' wives 
meet, honor two 
Following a tour of Whitehaven, an 
historic landmark in Paducah, 80 Ken­
tucky Baptist ministers' wives held 
their annual dinner Tuesday night, 
Nov. 17, at Lone Oak Baptist Church, 
Paducah. 

With the theme, ''Hats Off to the 
Ministers ' Wives of Kentucky ," the 
women were recognized and served 
dinner by the women of Lone Oak 
Church. The A. D. Players of Houston, 
Tex. performed an after dinner drama 
to conclude the meeting. 

Honored guests at the dinner were 

size has been acquired under Henson's 
ministry , and the question asked by 
many pastors who hope to see their own 
congregations grow is: "How did it 
happen? What caused Henson's church 
to grow?" 

"The local church can best be de­
veloped by using the established organ­
izations of the church," he explains. 
''The way to develop a strong church is 
to develop organization that involves 
every member of the family.' ' . 

He refers to Sunday school, Church 
Training, WMU, Brotherhood and other · 
organizations that Kentucky Baptists 
know well. ' 'Churches tend to perpetu­
ate the circumstances that make them 
grow," Henson speculates. "If you 
build a church around entertainment 
and sensationalism, the people will con­
tinue to expect that and you have to 
grow in entertainment and sensation­
alism. 

' 'If you build a church around sound, 
proven organizations, the people will 
support those organizations and grow 
with them. I believe (the latter) builds a 
stronger, longer lasting church." 

Asked about trends in Kentucky Bap­
tist life, Henson responds, ' 'If there is a 
current trend I believe it is toward over­
· coming recent theological controver­
sies. The majority of people want to put 
the issues behind them and get on with 
the tasks of the church. They want to be 
winning the lost and nurturing. the 
saved. 

''That might point toward another 
trend: direct missions from the church­
es." 

In recent years, Foreign Mission 
Board's volunteer mission program has 
drawn increasing support and partici­
pation. This phenomenon was under­
lined by this year's convention when 
messengers voted unanimously to 
·endorse new executive secretary-treas­
urer Bill Marshall's plan for a Ken­
tucky-Kenya partnership in 1985-87. 

''People have been giving to missions 

Mrs. William W. Marshall and Mrs . C. 
R. Daley. 

Officers ·elected for the 1983-84 year 
are Kay Doran, president; Peggy Cole­
man, vice president; Emily Tuck, pro­
gram chairman ; and Jennye Bennett, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Willis W. Henson 

a long time,"_ Henson observes. "They 
now seem to want to go beyond that, to 
get out and do something. 

" I'm not saying we're getting ready 
to abandon giving in favor of doing. 
We'll continue to have good support for 
the Cooperative Program, Lottie Moon, 
Annie Armstrong and all the others. I 
just feel like people want to get person­
ally involved. ' ' 

The statement certainly applies to his 
own church, the most recent example 
being their voluntary partnership with a 
pioneer church in Newcast.e, Pa. 

"I attended the Brotherhood break­
fast at the Pittsburgh (Southern Bap­
tist) convention and a man there men­
tioned the need," he explains. "I con­
tacted a (Pittsburgh area) pastor and 
said, 'I've heard about this church ... ' 
and just asked to be involved.'' 

Although Henson's missions commit­
ment includes foreign missions, he 
hopes the current popularity of direct 
missions will increase home missions 
awareness. "But one of the things that 
has to be kept in mind at all times, " he 
emphasizes, ''is a balanced missions 
effort . We need to 'do' but we need to 

give, too. We need to have a mission at 
home but we need to have one abroad 
as well. " 

Both the new president and the new 
executive secretary-treasurer of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention share the 
hope of a common theme for all mem­
bers of their constituency. That theme 
is '' 'Togetherness. ' ' 

"For us to be a winning agency in 
society at large, " Henson contends, 
"we have to experience togetherness. 

' 'I believe in the togetherness of the 
local congregation. The church cannot 
make any lasting impression upon its 
community (except, perhaps, a negative 
one) unless the members have a unity 
of mind and spirit. 

''Cooperation. Togetherness. That is 
the key. 

"It.goes for the association, too. I 
don't believe we should require any 
church to be a member of its local as­
sociation before it can be a member of 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
Churches elect messengers to the con­
vention and to the association and-you 
don't go through one to get to the 
other. But for a church not to be in 
fellowship with its local association says 
something about that church's commit­
ment to Baptist life . 

''I think the association exists to pro­
vide an opportunity for fellowship be­
tween the churches and to assist these 
churches in carrying out ministries they 
cannot carry out indivjdually." 

In summarizing the thrust of his pro­
jected administration, Henson under­
lines his conviction that the strength of 
Southern Baptists lies in the strength of 
the local church . 

" The convention can't be strong un­
less there are strong churches in the 
convention-and I don't mean big 
churches, now, I mean strong churches. 
There is a difference between 'big' and 
'.strong.' 

' 'I hope to give special emphasis to 
. that in my contacts around the state.'' 

Church pension study committee 
to review new plan for· retirem ent 
by Virginia Flanagan 
Byrd R. Ison, director of the KBC 
Annuity Department, introduced Elaine 
Elkins , marketing manager for the 
Annuity Board, Dallas, Tex., who pre­
sented a filmstrip, ' 'Reality of the 
'80s," which depicted the new Annuity 
Board plan . which if adopted will be 
effective Jan. 1, 1983. · 

The church pension study committee, 
formed in 1981, felt the level of bene­
fits should be raised, the plan should 
include all full time church personnel, 
the program should be simplified and it 

should meet nBeds of both small and 
large churches. 

The plan, a defined contribution plan 
protecting all past retirement benefits , 
provides survivor and disability bene­
fits . 

A person may become a member of 
the plan, if the plan is adopted, by 
being a paid minister or church em­
ploye having satisfied a three year 
waiting period and having worked at 
least 1000 hours per year . 

Annuitants welcome 36 to ranks at KBC luncheon 

A member is expected to contribute 
to the plan before the church is re­
quired to contribute. A church will con­
tribute on behalf of its ministers and 
staff members who are members of the 
plan. The state convention will con­
tribute an amount (up to $420 per year) 
equal to one-half the amount the church 
contributes on behalf of its ministers 
and staff members. 

Thirty-six new annuitants joined the 
"ranks of the Baptist reserves" during 
the annual annuitants' luncheon Tues­
day, Nov. 15, at the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention in Paducah. 

Verlin C. Kruschwitz, assistant direc­
tor, Boyce Bible School, Louisville, wel­
comed those present of the 36 retirees 
following greetings by KBC executive 
secretary-treasurer William W. (Bill) 
Marshall. 

Rollin S. Burhans, Louisville, in hon­
oring the 21 deceased Kentucky annui-

tants, requested the 155 gathered at the 
noon luncheon.to "leave here deter­
mined to live our remaining days in­
vesting_ ourselves in lasting values. '' 

In reporting on annuitants, KBC 
Annuity Department director Byrd R. 
Ison stated that of the 600 annuitants 
now in Kentucky, "only 100 receive 
$200 or more in monthly retirement 
benefits . '' 

He urged those present to return to 
their churches and "stand up for pro­
viding for their pastors' retirement and 

financial needs allowing them to retire 
graciously. '' 

Ison conluded stating, ' 'Kentucky 
Baptists should look to see what we are 
doing and what we have done as we 
look to our future. " 

In business, annuitants accepted a 
recommendation that Archie Allison, 
Elizabethtown; Harold Wainscott, Cov­
ington; and R. G. Shelton, Princeton, 
be appointed to the annuitants' ar­
rangement committee for the coming 
year. 

David Nelson, First Baptist Church, 
Owensboro, and a member of the 
church pension study committee, · 
moved the church annuity plan be pre­
sented and referred to the Kentucky 
Baptist executive board for study and 
review for presentation to the 1984 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

The motion passed. 



Pastors ponder roles; elect 

Christian, Rogers, Blackburn 
by Greg Hancock 

Kentucky Baptist pastors convened in 
Paducah First Baptist ChJJrch's sanc­
tuary Nov. 14 to learn.from and cele­
brate the theme "The Pastor's Life." 

Conference president Jim Lewis, 
Westport Road Baptist Church, Louis­
ville, compiled a program which set 
''the spiritual tone for the following 
KBC, ' ' according to ·some. 

William Tuck, pastor, St. Matthews 
Baptist Church, Louisville, translated 
his keynote assignment, "Preaching 
Themes from 1 Corinthians, " into a 
series of "Sermon Starters" applicable 
to January Bible Study_in '84, or 
preaching on the letters of Paul, in 
general. 

Isaac 'Ike' McDonald, First Baptist 
Church, Hodgenville, in discussing 
' 'The Pastor and His Call,'' stated 
"God calls all to be his children, but to 
some he extends the unique and un­
usual call to be a pastor. ': 

George Redding, formerly of George- . 
town College and Boyce Bible School 
and now teaching at Oneida Baptist 

Institute, commented to the assembly 
on "The Pastor and His Preparation." 

' 'There is more to preparation than 
getting a sermon ready to preach, " 
Redding proclaimed. He listed four 
areas vital to pastoral preparation: 
physical, mental, flock (pastoring) and 
self. 

John Wallace , Parkway Baptist 
Church, Lexington, drew roars of 
laughter from the group with his honest 
portrayals of situations as they exist in . 
most churches. · 

' 'The Bible says three things we pas­
tors shouldn't do," Wallace offered. 
"We shouldn 't fret, we shouldn't fear 
and we shouldn't faint ." 

Newly elected officers of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Pastor's Conference are : 
John Christian, Second Church, Hop­
kinsville, president; Keith Rogers, First 
Church, Lqyall, vice president; and Bill 
Blackburn, East Frankfort Church, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Following the election of officers, Bill 
Marshall, executive secretary-treasurer 
for the Kentucky Baptist Convention, 

KBREA elects Bailey, studies 
conflict, en joys drama group 
by Darrell Monroe 
The Kentucky Baptist Religious Educa­
tion Assoc.iation opened its annual 
meeting with Bill Treadwell leading in 
"Ministering With and Through Con-
flict .'·, · 

Treadwell, pastor, Faith Baptist 
Church, Georgetown, stated in his 
opening comments, "The purpose of 
the topic was to lead ministers in step 
by step dealings with conflict in minis­
try.'' 

Treadwell has led similar seminars 
on conflict, incoming president Glen 
Cummins, Mayfield First Church, 
stated. 

Cummins added, "We felt it (conflict 
theme) was needed," he stated. "We 
need to. understand conflict, to antici­
pate it , and to know how to handle our 
feelings in engaging it. 

" Handling conflict," he continued, 
"is a process. It's not a one time event 
to work through." 

Cummins noted while fewer persons 
attended the meeting this year, he was 
pleased with those present considering 
the far distance west. The purpose 
KBREA gathers, he added, is to help 
update training opportunities, enjoy 
fellowship and pass along ideas. It also 
gives KBC staff the opportunity to meet 
with ministers of education in the stat!:l, 
he noted. 

In KBREA business, Robert (Bob) 
Bailey, Walnut Street Baptist Church, 
Louisville, was named president elect 
for the coming year. Cummins replaces 
outdoing president Johnny Taylor, Gar­
denside. Baptist Church, Lexington, in 
that post and Mike Harmon, Broadway 
Baptist Church, Lexington, remains as -

Music Association Chorale 
plans Canadian tour for May 
by Darrell Monroe 

The Kentucky Baptist Chorale finalized 
plans for its May 3-12 Ohio-Canadian 

. tour during the Kentucky Baptist Music 
Association 's annual meeting Monday, 
Nov. 14 at Reidland Baptist Church 
located near Paducah. 

Initial response calls for 44 men to 
participate in the 12-day tour which will 
leave Lexington May 3 traveling north 
through Ohio to Ontario, Canada, said 
chorale chairman Dan Arterburn , Ft. 
Mitchell. . 

Other chorale business included the 
election of Donald Rustad, V. V. Cooke 
professor o~ organ, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, to a three-year 
term. He replaces Eugene Sutherland, 
Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louis­
ville, who was recognized for his 11-
year tenure in that position 

Also elected was choral committee 
member Billy Orton, First Church, 

l 11" :- / I 

Bowling Green. He replaces Jerry 
Douglas, Westport Road Church, Louis­
ville . Orton will serve with Arterburn 
and Bill Williams, Immanuel Church, 
Lexington. 

Elected as KBMA president elect 
was Randal Bratcher, Lancaster . Mike 
Tichenor, Crestwood Church, Frank­
fort, replaced Carlton Thompson, Mid­
dlesboro First Church as president, and 
Ric;hard Dwyer, Calvary Church, Lex­
ington, will serve a second term as 
secretary-treasurer. 

Kentucky Baptist Convention Church 
Music Department director Eugene F. 
Quinn named five trained and approved 
music workers for the state. 

Those approved were Linda McKin­
ley, Frankfort, young children; Bruce 
Richardson, Versailles, older children; 
Tommy Tate, Henderson, youth; Billy 
Orton, Bowling Green, instrumental; 
and Richard Dwyer, Lexington, key­
board. 
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Kentucky Baptist Pastor's Conference officers for 1984 are [l-r] Keith Rogers, First 
Church, Loyall, vice president; Bill Blackburn, East Frankfort Church, secretary­
treasurer; and John Christian, Second Church, Hopkinsville , president. 

closed the annual meeting with a 
sermon on "The Pastor and His 
Denomination.'' 

Marshall avered, ' 'The denomina­
tion is 1.1s; you and me. When we get in 
trouble we don't call on the federal 
government or the labor unions or Lee 
Iacocca to bail us out. We have our own 
miracle worker and his name is Jesus." 

Citing what we do through colleges 

~ .... 
- :-,--,,,,~ 

and schools, through child care, con~ 
vention programs, language missions, 
home missions , foreign missions and a 
myriad of other ministries, Marshall 
concluded, "We do, together , what we 
cannot do alone. In spite of our flaws, 
our mistakes, our failures, we fly better 
together. 

''Our togetherness is a major source 
of the power of God in this world.'' · 

1984 officers for the Kentucky Baptist Religious Education Association are [l-r] Glen 
Cummins, First Church,. Mayfield, president; Robert Bailey, Walnut Street, Louis­
ville, president elect; and Mike Harmon, Broadway Church, Lexington, secretary­
treasurer. 

secretary-treasurer. 
The A. D. (After Dinner) Players, a 

Christian theatrical group from Rous-

ton, Tex. climaxed the KBREA meet­
ing and banquet Monday night at the 
Executive Inn. 

Kentucky Baptist Music Association officers for the 1984 year are [l-r] Randal 
Bratcher, Lancaster (Ky.] Church, president elect; Richard Dwyer, Calvary Church, 
Lexington, secretary-treasurer; and Mike Tichenor, Crestwood, Church, Frankfort, 
president. 

Leroy McClard, Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, gave an opti­
mistic report on the growth outlook of 
youth choirs, noting the trend had been 
downward. 

Performing gro~ps featured on 

KBMA 's program included Covenant, 
an ensemble from Union University, 
Jackson, Tenn.; Sing-N-Tell, a college 
ensemble from Murray First Church; 
and Jubilee Bells from Bellevue 
Churc~,)demphis, : .~~~- ._ . . '.' 
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1983 convention sermon excerpts 

delivered by Bob C. Jones, pastor, 

Lawrenceburg FBC 

An ongoing ministry 

2 CORINTHIANS 4 
I am told there's a new type of archi­
tecture for a building in Pittsburgh,. 
Penn. The support columns are made 
out of thin pieces of steel. Inside these 
thin pieces of of steel is antifreeze. 
You'd think sides of steel would be in­
adequate to support the tremendous 
weight.of a multistoried building, but 
when the steel is filled with antifreeze it 
has the necessary strength. 

Many times we feel we are physical­
ly, mentally, morally strong, but in 
reality our strength is insufficient for 
the task of ministry. We must be filled 
by the presence and the power of the 
living God. The apostle Paul wrote 
these words of 2 Cor. 4 many years ago, 
but they are appropriate for us today. 

THE MINISTRY OF GOD 
Paul speaks of the special ministry 
which is his to the peoples of the world. 
We are aware his ministry was initially 
limited to Jewish people, but he later 
felt called to branch out and minister 
among Gentiles. Paul writes, "we have 
a special ministry. '' This ministry is to 
all peoples. It has been given to us by 
God who has ordained us and has 
assured us . of his constant presence and 
abiding love. · 

I was privileged to go to Argentina 
last spring and preach in a series of re­
vival meetings in San Juan. It was with 
great apprehension I went because of 
the language and cultural barriers. 
When I met the lay pastor of Marque­
zado Church I realized he had a great 
love for our Lord. Night after night we 
preached and people came to know 
Jesus as savior. Jose Santamaria, the 
lay pastor, was short and heavy 
physically. Nightly he would place 
his hand upon my shoulder and we'd 
pray. I asked him how so much could be 
accomplished in such a short time for 
the glory of God. Through the transla­
tor he told me, "We just love and · 
pray." Love and pray-a very simple 
formula. 

We see that Paul, in writing to the 
fellow Christians in Corinth, is suggest­
ing we never lose heart. In many cir­
cumstances the loss of heart and hope 
is prevalent among Christian people. 
We as ministers have taken our eyes off 
the promises and words of God and 
placed them upon the problems and 
difficulties confounding us each day. 
"We will not lose heart," Paul writes. 
May I encourage you this day to under­
stand we will not lose heart-that this 
ongoing ministry God has given us is 
the greatest ministry in all the world. 
There is nothing .r.nore important. 

THE METHODS WE REFUSE TO USE 
In this letter Paul suggests we renounce 
disgraceful, underhanded ways. In 
other words, we refuse to use methods 
which will bring disrepute to our God · 
and our Christ. We refuse to use 
worldly-or human methods. Quite often 
in our church programing we get 
carried away so anything is permitted. 
We think if we can be successful, any­
thing can go. Certainly we want to be 
bendable, pliable, flexible under the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit of God, 
but simply to utilize a method because 
it will bring a result is not to be done. 
Paul says we refuse to practice cunning 
or to tamper with God's word to 
forward the pr9gram of God. 

Many times among our churches the 
leadership needs to reappraise God's 
tasks. There is bickering, uncertainty, 
pettiness, jealousy among staffs and 
deacons, and churches. Too often we've 
plowed our own furrow and done our 
own thing, never questioning ·our meth­
ods, guidelines or programing. Some­
how we need to reappraise the tasks 
resting upon us. In the ministry God 
has given us, we need to refuse use of 
the ways of the world in the plans of the 
church. We need to understand the 
plans of the church are God's plans. 

THE MESSAGE THAT WE USE 
In Lawrenceburg, there's a small res­
taurant that has a 'table of knowledge. ' 
This means anyone can sit around the 
table and talk. Frequently I sit down 
with men from all walks of life. One day 
I sat down and said hello to three men 
seated there. One finally told me he 
didn't think he knew me and introduced 
himself. I gave hiin my name. After a 
moment of silence he said, ''What do 
you do?" I answered, "Well, I'm in 
sales." He replied, "Who do you sell 
for?" I responded, "I sell for the great­
est company in the world. We have 
products that are all over the face of the 
earth." 

It was about that time the other two 
men snickered because they knew I was 
leading him on. When the man discov­
ered I was the preacher at the ·local 
Baptist church he said, "You're right. 
You have the greatest product and you 
are in sales, and the church is the 
biggest business in the world." 

In a very real measure that is what 
Paul is saying when he states, "We 
share the light of God.'' It was God who 
said,' "Let light shine out of darkness." 
Paul is going back to the first book in 
the Bible-God said, "Let there be 
light and there was light.'' And in 
Paul's mind, there is the great.truth of 
the light tha,t s~one into his heart on the 
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road to Damascus. This is the method , 
we use. Let the light shine-the light 
within our hearts, the light that bums 
deeply within our souls. 

Paul also states we preach Jesus 
Christ in such a way that he can be 
understood. Preacli and share and live 
the truth of Jesus Christ so all people 
who meet you might know of his salva­
tion and the light that shines. These are 
the methods we use. We put aside all 
other methods and all other ways to 
give ourselves to the work of the glory 

· of God. This is an ongoing ministry. 

THE METHODS OF SATAN 
• Probably the key target of Satan in 

every local church is the pastor. The 
devil tries everything he can to defeat 
us arid lure us' into his pathway. Cer­
tainly Satan's tools ·of discouragement 
and disappointment are a part of the 
minister's life . He never finishes. 

Would you listen to the approach 
Satan made to Paul? Paul says we are 
afflicted, but not crushed. We are per­
plexed, but not driven to despair. We 
are persecuted, but not forsaken. We 
are struck down, but not destroyed. 
This man of God who had met opposi­
tion and difficulty all over the known 
world can still write, "We are encour­
aged." Satan's methods are insufficient 
against us because of the presence and 
the power of the living God. 

Paul also states we believe this and 
are going to speak it. We believe it in 
the depths of our souls. We believe it 
because of the genuinesss and the 
reality of the living God 's presence, and 
we speak it wherever we go. Satan's 
methods are varied and subtle. Some­
times they never approach us directly 
but they're stilJ there. In the midst of 
his methods we do not become discour­
aged, rather we believe and we speak. 

Bob C. Jones 

MINtSTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
I came from a Christian home. My 
mother, in particular, was a model 
Christian. She never taught a Sunday 
school class, she was never a WMU 
president, but she was what Paul called 
an exhorter, an encourager. She was 
always willing to say, "we can do it," 
or I know it can be done ," or "let us be 
encouraged in this matter. ' ' 

I live in "Big Blue Country." For 
those of Y0'1 who do not know, that's 
University of Kentucky country. We 
follow our basketball team very closely. 
Year after year I've watched them win 
most of their games and lose a few. 
Most of the home games are videotaped 
and played back through a television 
station late at night. I particularly enjoy 
watching those close games. I can 
always sit back with assurance-I know 
how it is going to come out because .. ' . . ·.•., . . . . 

we've already won the game. 
I feel this way about the Christian 

life, about the ongoing ministry . Even 
though times become difficult and it 
seems problems and troubles are insur­
mountable, I know who's winning the 
game. I know how the finish will be. 

Paul seemed to know this for he re­
peated, "So, we do not lose heart." We 
do not lose heart , We do not lose heart 
because we are renewed everyday by 
the power and the presence of the 
living God. We do not lose heart be-

. cause we are being prepared for glory 
beyond comparison. We do not lose 
heart because of things seen, but we 
look to the unseen. The things seen are 

. here only for a moment, but the things 
unseen are eternal. 

This is the ministry of-encourage­
ment. This is the ongoing ministry of 
the church. This is the ongoing minis­
try of the minister. This is the ongoing 
ministry of the follower, disciple, of 
Jesus Christ. 

James Weldon Johnson in his book of 
sermons, God's Trombones, speaks 
of the children of Israel leaving a land 
of bondage and how God worked h~s 
mighty works. Pharoah finally let the 
children of Israel 'leave, but later re­
canted and sent his armies after them . 
Johnson says in his sermon: 

Now, the Children of Israel, looking back, 
Saw Pharaoh's army coming. 
And the rumble of the chariots was like a 

thunder storm, 
And the whirring of the wheels was like a 

rushing wi;.d, 
And the dust from the horses made a cloud 

that darked the day, 
And the glittering of the spears was like 

lighnings in the night . 

And the Children of Israel all lost faith, · 
The children of Israel all lost hope; 
Deep Red Sea in front of them 
And Phara_oh's host behind. 
And they mumbled and grumbled among 

themselves: · 
Were there no graves in Egypt? 
And they wailed aloud to Moses and said: 
Slavery in Egypt was better than to come 
To die here in this wilderness. 

But Moses said: 
Stand still! Sta;,d still! 
And see the Lord's salvati9n. 
For the Lord God of Israel 
Will not forsake his people. 
The Lord will break-the chariots , 
The Lord will break the horsem en, 
He'll break great Egypt's sword and shield , 
The battle bows and arrows; 
This day he'll make proud Pharaoh know 
Who is the God of Israel. 

And Moses lifted up his rod 
Over the Red Sea; 

· And God with a blast of his nostrils 
Blew the waters apart, 
And the waves rolled back and stood up in a 

pile, 
And left a path through the middle of the sea 
Dry as the sands t,f th e desert. 
And the Children of Israel all crossed over 
On to the other side. 

When Pharaoh saw them crossing dry, 
He dashed on in behind them-
Old Pharaoh got about half way cross, 
And God unlashed the waters, 
And the waves rushed back together, 
And Pharaoh and all his army got lost, 
And all his host got drownded. 
And Moses sang and Miriam danced, 
And the people shouted for joy, • · 
And God led the Hebrew Children on 
Till they reached the promised land . 

Listen! Listen! 
Ali'you sons of Pharaoh. 
Who do you think can hold God's people 
When the Lord God himself has said, 

, Let my peoele goi . ....... 



O'Brien reminds 
Baptists of role 
in God's missions 

by Robin Oldham 

Delivering the Wednesday evening 
message, William O'Brien, executive 
vice president of tl;ie Foreign Mission 
Board, told messengers Southern 
Baptists are part of something big­
the mission of God which had its origin 
in his heart. -

" Our denomination was founded to 
propagate the gospel of Christ and 
Kentucky Baptists are playing a key 
role in this mandate . While the secular 
world may recognize Kentucky for its 
race horses, bourbon whiskey and 
b_urley tobacco, world Christianity 
knows Kentucky Baptists for their 
service to God's mission," O'Brien 
said. 

O'Brien reminded messengers the 
world is faced with the tremendous 
problems of poverty, overpopulation 
and other crises. He stressed, however , 
God 's Spirit refuses to be boxed up and 
revival is happening throughout the 
world: 

"In order to be part of the big pic­
ture of service in God's kingdom, 
Southern Baptists must understand and 
respond to the strategy of the plan for 
missions," emphasized O'Brien . He 
asked Baptists to continue to provide 
huµian and financial resources and to 
sublimate other priorities in order to be 
part of God 's mission. 

Marshall urges 
necessity of hope 
for today's · world 
by Robin Oldham 

William W. Marshall , executive secre­
tary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, stressed the necessity of 
pope for Christians in today's world in 
delivering the Tuesday evening conven­
tion message. 

He stated genuine hope results in ac­
tion and that the hope of the world is 
Jesus Christ . 

Marshall emphasized revival must in­
clude a revival of hope and include the 
message God is alive and wants to bless 
the world . 

While a field representative for the 
Foreign Mission Board in India, Mar­
shall witnessed the tragic death of a 
baby and a woman on the same day. As 
a re_sult, he experienced a time of-deep 
depression, he told . This depression 
continued until he was reminded of tre­
mendous advancements made in less­
ening human suffering by Christian 
missionaries in India. 

Marshall pointed out hope is present 
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when we consider our resources. ''The 
Spirit of God is alive and bigger than 
our eyes can grasp,'' he ·told the con­
vention. 

He added that millions of other evan­
gelical Christians understand and are 
on mission with God and that ''they are 
not our competitors." 

Marshall noted it takes money to par­
ticipate fully in the ministry of God in 
the 20th century. lliustrating, he said if 
Kentucky Baptists will become serious 
about supporting their three colleges 
with stronger endowments, larger sums 
of money will be available to apply to 
missions work. 

Marshall added, God wants the world 
to be touched for Christ . He has given 
us resources and he is with his 1,,eople. 

In concluding, Marshall asked for a 
call to commitment. ''The answer to 
today's challenges," he stated, "lies 
within the hearts of Kentucky 
Baptists. " 

Graves challenges 
Baptists to dream, 
meet expectations 
by Robin Oldham 

Thomas H. Graves, associate professor 
of philosophy of religion at Southeast­
ern Seminary, challenged Kentucky 
Baptists to "dream again what it means 
to be Southern Baptists" on the Wed­
nesday afternoon convention program. 

Referring to the story of the withered 
fig tree in Mk. 11, Graves described the 
story as one of hope, challenge and of 
expectation for each Christian. He 
stressed the ''expectations of the king­
dom of God are far beyond the common 
hopes and aspirations of most of us." 

Graves said we should weep for our­
selves when we expect to act according 
to world ·standards and for our churches 
who expect of themselves only what the 
world expects. 

''The disciple (of Christ) is called to a 
life of activ~ expectation," said Graves. 
He added if our denomination is to sur-
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vive , "it will do so by dreaming again 
what it means to be of service to the 
kingdQm of God through reaching out in 
ministry. ' ' 

"It is time to dream again," said 
Graves . "Let lis reaffirm that vision 
that first brought us together and get 
on with the task of expectant mission to 
a world in need.'' 

Davenport warns 
o,f Satan's goals, 
tells of higher ed 
by Virginia Flanagan 

W.R. Davenport, president of Camp­
bellsville College, delivered the 
message for higher education. 

Declaring Satan is a master of coun­
terfeit and his major goal is for Chris­
tians to carry the wrong message, 
Davenport discussed higher education 
in Kentucky Baptist life today. 

He pointed out United States culture 
is different today because of the influ­
ence of the church and the influence.of 
' 'Thus saith the Lord' ' in Christian 
higher education of the past. 

'Tm eternally thankful that I've been 
left with such a heritage, " he stated. 

Davenport next pointed out we are 
only ' 'touching the hem of the gar­
ment" in the need for Christian higher 
education in Kentucky with 37 to 38 
thousand Baptist students in state uni­
versities and only 26 to 27 hundred stu­
dents in Campbellsville, Cumberland 

A (U€€R OF, 

and Georgetown Colleges-combined. 
What Christian education really is, 

what the essence of it is when the pro­
fessor goes into the classroom and 
closes the door. It is the interpretation 
of data and theories with the knowledge 
God is, Davenport added. 

In needs Kentucky Baptist educa­
tional institutions face, Davenport noted 
Kentucky Baptist colleges are not in 
competition with each other. The com­
petition is with state colleges for the 97 
percent of Baptist students not receiv­
ing their education at Baptist colleges. 

In closing Davenport encouraged 
support of KBC executive secretary­
treasurer William Marshall's plan for 
long range, large scale endowiµent 
programs for our colleges and schools. 
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Please pray with us that we will exceed 

our goal of $675,000.00 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
10801 Shelbyvil le Road , M iddletown. Kentucky 40243 



I. 

Convention personnel 
Presidential appointments 
The following chairmen of committees 
of the convention were named by newly 
elected KBC president Willis W. 
Henson·: 

Committee. on Committees: Harold 
Pike, Covington 
Committee on Order of Business: David 
Nelson, Owensboro 
Committee on Credentials: John Chris­
tian , Hopkinsville 
Committee on Arrangements: James 
K. Pierce, Lexington 
Committee on Resolutions: David Byrd, 
Louisville 
Committee on Public Affairs: Doug 
Strader, Somerset 
Committee on Obituaries: Kenneth 
Brown, Paducah 
Committee on Constitution and By­
laws: Phillip D. Basinger, Eddyyille 
Committee on Nominations: Gayle 
Toole, Nicholasville 

Committee on nominations 
Preacher of Annual Sermon 1984: J. 
Howard Cobble, Elizabethtown 
Alternate Preacher for Annual Sermon: 
Robert Browning, Somerset 

Executive ·Board 

Association; Home; Term Ends 
Allen ; Farrell Isenberg, Scottsville; 

1986 
Anderson; Bob C. Jones, Lawrence­
burg; 1986 

Bell; Otis H. Honeycutt, Middlesboro; 
1986 

Bethel; Don McConnaughay, Russell­
ville; 1986 . 

Blackford; Randall Stallings, Lewisport; 
1986 

Blood River; Larry Salmon, Mayfield; 
1986 
Ll'!rry D. Nichols, Calvert City; 1986 

Boones Creek ; E. Owen Edwards, Win­
chester; 1986 
H.B. Jackie Allen Jr. , Winchester; 
1986 

Breckenridge;' Floyd D. Price, Hardins­
burg; 1986 

Caldwell-Lyon; Franklin Skaggs, 
Princeton; 1986 
Phillip D. Basinger, Eddyville; 1985 

Central; Larry Orange, Springfield; 
1986 

Christian; Lonnie Wells, Hopkinsville; 
1986 

Crittenden; John T. Simpson Jr. , Dry 
Ridge; 1986 

Daviess-McLean; T. A. Prickett, 
Owensboro ; 1986 

East Union; - - - - - - ; 1986 
Elkhorn; Drew Martin, Paris; 1986 

H. Ray England, Winchester; 1986 
Mrs. J . S. Woodward, Lexington; 
1985 

Enterprise ; Charles Milan, Paintsville ; 
1986 

Franklin; Earl Bell, Frankfort; 1986 
Freedom; Lawrence Gardner, Burkes­

ville; 1984 
Grayson; James Edward Carpenter, 

Clarkson; 1986 
Greenup; John Atkins, Argillite; 1986 

Robert M. Donovan Jr ., Olive Hill; 
1986 
Otis Leon Greer, Louisa; 1986 

Irvine; H. B. Edwards, Manchester; 
1984 

Jackson County; -- - --- ; 1986 

Mrs. Bryant Hicks, Louisville; 1986 
Edward R. Boyd, Louisville; 1986 

• Bert Breland, Louisville ; 1986 
Mrs. Pauline Rock, Louisville; 1986 
L. Edward Straney, Jeffersontown; 
1985 

McCreary County; M.A. Winchester .­
Whitley City; 1986 

Mercer ; Stephen L. Hadden, Burgin; 
1985 

Middle Fork; ------ ; 1986 
Monroe; Wallace Shockley, Fountain 

Run; 1986 · 
Muhlenberg County; Luke Watson, 

Greenville ;-1986 
Ray Gilliland, Graham; 1985 

North Concord; M.A. Reese, Barbour- . 
ville; 1986 . 
James Vandy, Barbourville; 1986 

Northern Kentucky; Glenn Mollette, 
Highland Heights; 1986 
David Carter, Union ; 1986 
Calvin A. Perry, Alexandria; 1986 
Arnold Moon, Ludlow; 1986 · 

Ohio County ; Thomas G. Woodson, 
Centertown; 1986 

Owen County; ------ ; 1986 
Pulaski County; Gilbert Robinson, Fau­

bush; 1986 
Severns Valley; James L. Jones, 

Cecilia; 1986. 
Rick Shannon, Radcliff; 1986 

South District; Jerry Browning, Dan­
ville ; 1986 

Tates Creek; Ronnie Pennington, Rich-
mond ; 1986 · 

Three Forks ; Joe B. Brown, Whites- · 
burg; 1984 

• James Hamblin, Hazard; 1986 
Warren; Ronald W. Williams, Bowling 

Green; 1984 
West Kentucky; Ray Provow, Cunning­

· ham; 1986 
West Union; Elmer Crouch, ·Paducah ; 

1986 
Jerry Hopkins, Paducah ; 1985 
Duane Holland, Kevil; 1985 

Western Recorder 

Terms ending 1986: 
Greg Hancock, Covington 
Willis Henson, Paducah 
T. A. Prickett, Owensboro 
James Royalty, Radcliff 

Kentucky Baptist Foundation 

Terms ending 1986: 
Wayne Dehoney, Louisville 
John Dunaway, Corbin 
Cy Waddle, Somerset 

Baptist Homes for Children 

Terms ending 1987: 
Kenneth R. Cole, Walton 
Mrs . Frances Estes, LaGrange 
Kenneth Hall Sr. , Louisville 
Jim Hefner, Pikeville 

. Curtis H. Warf, Ri.chmond 

Georgetown College ' 

Terms ending 1985: 
Bill Allen, Hartford 
James William Barnett , Harrodsburg 

Laurel River; J . William Jones , London· Terms ending 1987: 
1986 ' ' Robert G. Baker, Danville 

Little Bethel; Carl Boyd, White Plains; David M. Gardner, Hopkinsville 
1986 Ted Gilbert, Lexington 

Long Run; Paul M. Marquess, Jeffer- James G. Hobbs, Pikeville 
sontown; 1986 J. William Jones, London 
Sam W. C. Bell, Louisville; 1986 Malcolm Lunceford, Frankfort 
William J. Sullivan, Louisville; 1986 Royce Pulliam, Cynthiana 
Ferrill Garner, Louisville; 1986 Harold A. Stephens, Ft. Thomas 
Ronald W. Higdon, Louisville; 1986 H. H. Thomas, Lexington 

...... - ....... .. .................. . , ......................... .. ......... -.... _ ........ . .,, .............. . 
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Campbellsville College 

Terms ending 1987: 
M. Chuck Bass, Perryville 
William Collins, Campbellsville 
R. E . Mardis, Campbellsville 
Edwin Montgomery, Louisville 
Gene A. Smith, Ft . Mitchell 
Douglas Strader, Somerset 
Joe M. Thomas, Philpot 
Robert M. White , Harrodsburg 
Ted Winn Jr., Campbellsville 

Cumberland College 

Terms Ending 1987: 
Sam Ballou, Corbin 
David N. Huff, Corbin 
Billy G. Hurt, Frankfort 
George S. Munro, Ft . Thomas 

Clear Creek Baptist School 

Terms ending 1986: , 
Mrs. Frances Allen, Bowling Green 
Carvin C. Bryant, Berea 
Charles Dean, Pineville 
Elmer Gambrel, Corbin 
Don Mathis, Corbin 
Robert Turpin Sr.; Pineville 

Oneida Baptist Institute 

Terms ending 1987: 
D. C. Anderson, Versailles 
Earl Davidson, Oneida 
Bill Messer, Ashland 
Mrs . Olivia D. Robinson, Corbin 

Historical Commission 

Term ending 1985: 
Duvall Morrison, Caneyville 

Terms ending 1986: 
Carson Bevil , Owensboro 
Lee Hopkins, Newport 
Charles F. Jones, Pineville. 

Baptist Hospitals Inc. · 

Term ending 1985: 
J . Howard Cobble, Elizabethtown 

Terms ending 1987: 
R. Norman Dooley, Frankfort 
Charles· R. Geveden, Wickliffe 
Paul A. Gibson, Ft. Mitchell 
William E. Kingsley Jr . , Lexington 
Arthur I. Miller, Louisville 
Donald L. Walker, Paducah 

Temperance League of Kentucky 

Terms ending 1986: 
Orion H . Bell III, Louisville 
Dennis Brewer, Beattyville 
Robert W. Durham, Glendale 
Ernest Martin, Danville 
Clarence Nemitz, Owensboro 

Committee on committees 

Committee on Order of Business 

Terms ending 1985: 
Verlin C. Kruschwitz, Louisville 
Richard Carlton, Georgetown 

Committee on Credentials 
Terms ending 1985: 
Charles E. Jones , Pineville 
Stephen E. Thompson, Morganfield 
Ken Cole, Walton 

Committee on Arrangements 

Terms ending 1985: 
Arnold Moon, Ludlow 
Mrs. Dixie Mylum, Berea 

Committee on Resolutions 

Terms ending 1985: 
Willis W . Henson, Paducah 
John Kruschwitz, Ft. Thomas 

Committee on Public Affairs 

Terms ending 1985: 
Malcolm Lunceford, Frankfort 
Douglas T. Strader, Somerset 

· ·committee on Obituaries 

Terms ending 1984: 
Kenneth Brown, Paducah 
Herman Bowers, Frankfort 
George A. Jones, Newport 
J . S. B~ll, Hindman 
Harold Barnes, Glasgow 

Committee on Coristitution 
and Bylaws 

Term ending 1984: 
Phillip D. Basinger, Eddyville 

Terms ending 1986: 
Mrs. Nancy Lee Francisco, Louisville 
Gerard Howell , Owensboro 
Billy Compton, Bowling Green 

Committee on Nominations 

North Central Region 
1985- Gayle Toole, Nicholasville 
1985 - Greg Hancock, Covington 
Northwestern Region 
1984- Hobert Reynolds, Inez 
1985 - Bill Messer, Ashland 
Southeastern Region 
1985- J . William Jones , London 
Southern Region · 
1985 - Mrs. Charlene Tallant, Bowling 

Green 
1985 - David Crocker, Franklin 
South Central Region 
1985 - Robert F. Browning, Somerset 
1985- Gilbert Sapp, Campbellsville 
Southwestern Region 
1985 - Harold Greenfield, Princeton 
1985 - Harold Skaggs, Cadiz 
Western Region 
1985 - Thomas Arnold, Madisonville 
Central Region 
1985 - Mrs. Leslie Langley, Elizabeth­

town 

Special Reports 

Cooperative Program: J. Robert White, -
Paducah; Alternate Calvin Wilkins, 
Murray . 
Home Missions: Russell Bennett, 
Louisville; Alternate William Turner, 
Lexington 
Foreign Missions: William Snowden, 
Winchester ; Alternate Wm. T. Rowlett, 
Hopkinsville 
Conventionwide Education: William 
Tuck, Louisville; Alternate Dudley . 
Pomeroy, Pineville 
Radio & Television: William L. Han­
cock, Louisville; Alternate Robert Ker­
sey, Paducah_ 

. _, J ,J 
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sunday school lessons 

ff. C. Chiles 
Clear CreeJt Baptist School, Pineville, KY 40977 

LESSONS FOR NOV. 27, 1983 

Life and Work Series 
SUCCESS 

2 Samuel 7:18-21 Having been ele­
vated from the task of tending sheep to 
that of being king over the people of a 
great nation, in humility and out of a 
heart of great love David promptly ex­
pressed his genuine gratitude to God 
for what he had done for him. 

Desirous of glorifying God, David re­
solved he would build a suitable temple 
in which to enshrine the ark of God and 
to serve as an appropriate place· in 
which the people might worship God. 
David's noble desire and purpose de­
served commendation and even today 
we admire him because of his recogni­
tion of the importance of worship in the 
lives of the people, but his past deeds 
as a man of bloodshed disqualified him 
for that worthy achievement . After 
learning he could not build a house for 
God, it was revealed to him God was 
going to build a dynasty for David. 
Thereby God graciously granted a 
greater blessing to David than he 
thought of requesting. In humility 
David thanked God for the promise that 
the throne of his kingdom was to be 
established forever, a prophecy which 
was to be fulfilled in Christ. David 
readily acknowledged what had hap­
pened to him was due entirely to God's 
grace and doing, and not because of 
any merit of his own. · 

.2 Samuel 7:22 David submissively and 
obediently humbled himself before 
God, and ascribe4 to him the praise and 
glory which rightfully belonged to him. 
We, too, should praise God for every 

manifestation of his goodness and grace 
to us, and strive faithfully to please and 
honor him in all that we say and do . 

2 Samuel 8:11-15 David won decisive 
victories over the Philistines on the 
west, the Amalekites andEdomites on 
the south, the Moabites on the east, 
and the Syrians on the north. As a 
result of his successful conquests, 
David became widely known as a great 
warrior and general. His kingdom was 

- enlarged and strengthened by the work 
which he did in obedience to the voice 
of God. He hearkened to the voice of 
the Lord, did as he was commanded, as 
and victory resu~ted. It is so important 
that each of us should learn this simple 
but valuable lesson. 

International Series 
GOD'S WITNESSING PEOPLE 

Matthew 5:13-16 Christ likened Chris­
tians to salt. Salt has three outstanding 
properties - penetration, purification 
and preservation. Salt exists for others, 
and it does its work gradually, silently 
and inconspicuously. The godly life of 
some Christian has had much to do with 
bringing the unsaved into a saving 
knowledge of Christ. 

Christ also referred to Christians as 
''the light of the world. '' The believer 
has the glorious privilege of reflecting 
the true light (Jesus Christ) to the 
world. He is expected to shine freely, 
fully and conspicuously, without any 
thought of selfish display. Light never 

· shouts about itself; it just shines. · 

Matthew 28:18-20 In the great com-

• • on m1ss1on 
together 
William w. (Bill) Marshall 
Executive Secretary-'l'reasurer, KBC 
Box 4J4JJ, Middletown, KY 40243 

THANK YOU, LORD, FOR FRIENDS 

Someone has written that among the 
several most significant gifts a person 
can have in life include ' 'five friends 
whose faces light up when you enter 
the room. " The size of a man's funeral 
does not necessarily imply the number 
of real friends that he has had. Mourn­
ers such as those who gathered for 
Mohandas Gandhi or John F. Kennedy 
following their assassinations are not 
the same as " close" friends. 

I suppose there is within all of us, 
however morbid, the hope that some­
one will mourn our death. Yet on the 
other hand, one's life does not consist 
of gathering mourners for our graveside. 
Among the many definitions of friend­
ship are "freedom to be one's most 
honest self without fear of recrimina­
tion" and "someone who will risk 
something in my behalf.'' Some defini­
tions are highly philosophical while 
others are more practical. 

Someone has also said that "old 
friends are the best friends ." I am not 
altogether sure vf the implications of 
that but I have found for myself that 
among the evidences of friendship are 

. (1) a "hunger to be with," which 

continues within until contact is again 
made and the replenishment of the re­
lationship occurs; (2) genuine friend­
ship can also, paradoxically, stand the 
test of long gaps of time without the 
necessity of updating every few weeks ; 
(3) contact with a real friend is warm 
therapy, from which one goes away 
"feeling better"; (4) when crises arise , 
the friend is he or she whose face 
immediately comes to mind (like a 
homesick college daughter whose first 
image may be "mommy")~ artd (5) 
when you say goodby again you don't 
have to worry whether or not you said 
anything "wrong" ... even if we did! 

We all have our definitions of friend­
ship . None is comprehensive enough to 
satisfy any one of us but we all can 
identify with most . 

Maybe the best definition of friend­
ship is to think of a friend! So why not 
pause for a moment and imagine our­
selves sitting in a comfortable chair, 
before a log fire, and in our imagina­
tion, frame and place smiling faces of 
our dearest friends around the walls of 
the room. Then faff off into peaceful 
slumber with a deep sigh of gratitude 
to a loving God for such a precious gift 
as friendship . 

mission Christ gave explicit instructions 
as to what he expected of his followers . 

1. Christ's power was announced 
(Matt. 28:18) . Quietly, but without hesi­
tation or reservation, Christ announced 
that to him had been given all authority 
over the entire creation. In the light of 
his great claim of unlimited authority, 
Christians need not be troubled by what 
they may encounter. 

2. Christ's program was advanced 
(Matt. 28:19) . Christ's program of 

· making disciples and teaching them is 
our task for life, is universal in its 
scope, individual in its appeal, practi­
cal in its purpose and personal in its 
obligation. Proclaiming the gospel of 
Christ to the unsaved everywhere is the 
greatest task which our Lord has com­
mitted to us. 

3. Christ's presence was assured 
(Matt. 38:20). Our enjoyment of 

Meet 
Cumberland 

College 
Student ... 

Lynn Randall 

Christ ' s presence is conditioned upon 
our advancement of his program. His 
presence with us guarantees constant 
companionship , fullness of joy, suffi­
ciency in trial and comfort in sorrow. 
2 Timothy 4:1-2 Due to the certainty 
that all believers will stand before the 
judgment seat.of Christ, give an ac­
count of their thoughts, words and 
deeds, and receive their rewards for 
their Christian service, Paul admon­
ished Timothy to "preach the Word" 
with ·earnestness and constancy, re­
proving, rebuking and exhorting those 
who would need sound teaching. 
2 Corinthians 5:18-21 To his children, 
whom Christ reconciled to God through 
his death on the cross, God has com­
mitted the gospel or ''the word of rec- · 
onciliation .-' ' It is wonderful that he has 
entrusted us with the glorious message 
of reconciliation. 

All college freshman could benefit from being as industrious and talented as 
Cumberland College freshman Lynn Randall . 

Lynn, who plans to become an attorney, is perceptive, quickwitted, and has the 
unique ability to see into the · heart of any matter. Recently her abilities and 
industriousness were recognized by a Cumberland College staff member when he 
selected Lynn to assist him in a research project for his graduate studies at 
Vanderbilt University . 

Lynn is active in several projects, including the Cumberland College Baptist 
Student Union and Revival Teams. When at home, she sings in the adult cJ10ir and 

_serves as a substitute teacher for the G.A.'s in the Pearl Roaq Baptist Church of 
· Brunswick, Ohio. 

Displaying one quality that may help her become a successful attorney, Lynn 
squarely addresses the issue of why she chose Cumberland College. "I wanted a 
small Baptist college that wasn't too far from home. Cumberland fit this ideal and 
I'm glad I made Cumberland my _home away frorri home. With its prevading 
Christian atmosphere and all the friendly people, I think Cumberland is the 
friendliest place I've ever been. " 

Lynn is. also quick to point-out the . unique relationship that exists between 
Cumberland College faculty and students . '' I think the close faculty-student 
relationship here is great. The teachers go out of their way to help the student in 
an·y way they can . I can be secure because I know that if I need help with 
something, someone will be there to help ." 

Admittedly, Lynn has been influe·nced and has grown since coming to 
Cumberland. "The-Christian atmosphere has helped me to be a better person and 
witness. It makes it a lot easier than if I were at a larger school. I feel this is where 
God wants me to be . I'm sure if this wasn't the place for me, I would be home by 
now and I'm not home. I like it here!" 

Lynn is almost incorrect. She is at "home", her new home among the many 
Christian students and staff at Cumberland College. . 

Our doors are always open to the many others like Lynn, who come to us seeking 
an education and who find even more, who find a quality education and a quality 
Christian way of life. 

Dr . Taylor, 
Please send me more information about how I can help other students like 

Lynn. 

Name:~- - ---------------~------

Address: ________________ ______ _ 

(Clip and mail to Dr. James Taylor, Prt,sident, Cumberland College, 
Williamsburg, Kentucky 407(;9) 



homes for 
children 
Eldred M. 'l'aylor, E%ecutive Director 
I0B0J ·Shelbyville Ro.ad, Middletown, KY 40243 

WARM FEELINGS . 
With November comes cool weather. 
Cloudiness, cold rains and blustry 
winds can chill to the bone. But when 
one steps inside, warm feelings engulf 
the whole being. If there is a fireplace 
with a fire, we immediately move 
toward it to soak up its warmth. 

This is Thanksgiving week! A lot of us 
will experience warm feelings during 
these holidays·. There will be the physi­
cal warmth from the chilling November 
air. There will be warm feelings that 
come from being with our family and 
loved ones. Then warm feelings will be 
experienced as we gather around the 
table for a bountiful meal reminding us 
of the blessings we have in this great 
land. 

Thousands will have warm feelings at 
this Thanksgiving because they have 
been good stewards of God's blessings. 
I am thinking of those who have sup­
ported their churches with tithes and 
offerings from their material increase. 
Warm feelings also will be experienced 
by many because they have responded 
to worthy calls for extra gifts to mis- · 
sion, educational and benevolent 
causes. 

I am experiencing warm feelings of 
pride and gratitude toward Kentucky 

Baptists because ·of their response in 
support of Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
Children. Throughout the year we are 
prayed for in this ministry; and multi­
tudes support us financially through the 

_ Cooperative Program with special gifts 
and through wills and bequests. How­
ever, at Thanksgiving time almost 
every Kentucky Baptist church displays 
our posters, distributes bulletin inserts, 
and makes the Thanksgiving offering 
envelopes available. Then by the thou­
sands our Baptist people respond with 
their gifts . In recent months, I have had 
numerous calls to come to ·churches and 
tell about our needs in this ministry to 
children and families. The response is 
absolutely overwhelming every time. 
People are so interested and concerned. 
Kentucky Baptists truly believe in this 
ministry and are determined to support 
it. Therefore, because of faith in God 
and belief in the faithfulness of God's 
people, I have the warm feeling that, 

· when it is all counted, the Thanksgiving 
offering this year will reach the goal of 
$675,000. 

While we experience warm feelings, 
may we all be mindful that there are 
many boys and girls who also can have 
warm feelings if we make it possible 
through prayer, giving and helping. 

oneida journal 

BarJtley Moore, President 
Oneida Baptist Institute, Oneida, KY 40972 

MODERN DAVIDS 

In this Thanksgiving week, we have so 
much to be thankful for as a nation. Yet 
there is sorrow in the American house. 
Our freedom, our blessings are ours at 
a fearful cost. It has been purchased 
with the blood of our young men. New 
blood sacrifices on freedom's altar have 
been made this month. More will be 
made. 

Many of Oneida's sons and daugh­
ters are in the armed services. Almost 
certainly some of them are in Grenada 
or Beirut tonight. We anxiously await 
word as I write two weeks before 
Thanksgiving. If they are there, our 
land is well represented. But, selfishly, 
I hope these we love are elsewhere. 

One of our 1983 graduates wrote IJ1e 
from Camp LeJeune just before the re­
cent carnage. What a struggle my staff 
and I had with him. Handsome and 
over six feet tall, raised without a 
father, money always a problem as his 
mother struggled to raise the children 
alone, he had his problems when he 
came to us . We had to discipline him 

bluegrass 
billboard 

strongly on differing occasions. It was 
done in love though he did not always 
think so. But as he matured he realized 
we really cared. Immediately upon 
graduation, he joined the Marines. I 
have had many letters since. He came 
to visit Oneida after basic training. He 
proudly show~d me his citation for . 
doing an excellent job as a chaplain's 
assistant. "Can you believe that?" he 
asked. Thinking of the David I first 
'knew, it was a little difficult. He 
brought me a khaki-colored Bible print­
ed for Marines with a handwritten in­
scription I will always treasure and his 
picture in uniform pasted inside.·. 

In a letter just before the loss of sev­
eral hundred Marines in Beirut and 
Grenada, David wrote: "How are 
things going at Oneida. I realize with 
the school expanding; it keeps you ex­
tremely busy as in 16 and 20 hour days. 
I want to thank you again for 'all' done 
for me there . I've-thought about trying 
to send a donation, but mom's been 
laid off for quite a long time and am 
helping her a lot just now. Soon I'll be 
able to help OBI some. Oneida did 

NOVEMBER 
24 Thanksgiving Day 

DECEMBER 
4-11 Week of prayer for foreign mis­
sions and Lottie Moon Christmas offer­
ing. Program and promotional materi­
als available from WMU, KBC 
11 Foreign missions day in Sunday 
school 
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clear creek· 
·comments 

Leon Simpson, President 
.Clear CreeJt Baptist School, Pineville, KY 40977 

THANKSGIVING 

This blessed season brings out the wit 
in me. For example, they say that 
Thanksgiving is the day when Mom 
stuffs the turkey in the a.m. and the 
family in the p.m. There's always 
something for which you may be thank­
ful-If you can't pay your bills, be 
thankful you are not one of your 
creditors! 

Thanksgiving also evokes in me a 
s'pirit of profound gratitude. Ps. 107:1 
expresses it for me, "Ogive thanks 
unto the Lord, for he is good: for his 
mercy endureth for ever. " In this verse 
we learn the worshipful exercise of 
thanksgiving is required, it is reason­
able and it is rewarding. 

We can be thankful always because, 
in reality, our reason for thankfulness is 
God himself and not things. If only 
things, then when things go our reason 
for thanks has gone and our gratitude 
with it. To be thankful whatever your 
situation, think about God. 

Thanksgiving was never meant to be 
shut up into a single day. We are to 
wear 'the garment of praise' every day 
of the year. A 'spirit of thanks giving 

more for me than any public school 
could have come close to . Thank you 
and the people of Oneida for helping 
me get my priorjties straight. I may be 
up at Christmas to visit if I can get 
leave. Drop me a line if you get time." 

Then I am remembering another 
David tonight. He is one of God's very 
choice sons. I first met David Patton 
when I spoke at Eddyville in September 
1974. He was a little fellow but all ears. 
He spoke with me at the church dinner 
afterwards and I said "You look like an 
Oneida boy." He took that to heart and 
finally his parents reluctantly brought 
him to visit two years later. They did 
not want him to leave home and were 
sure he wouldn't come to Oneida. 

The little boy had become a strapping 
6' 4'' . He fell in love with Oneida. The 
parents came to get him at Christmas, 
sure he would now be ready to return 
home to stay. But, just for a visit. He 
graduated in 1978 voted the school's 
second highest honor by the faculty, 
and received other well deserved 
honors. He was an outstanding Chris­
tian and left with the respect and love 
of all who knew him. 

He graduated from Western Ken­
tucky University with an electrical engi­
neering degree, working much of his 
way, He was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the Army upon graduation 
having excelled in ROTC. I am wonder­
ing if he is one of the paratroopers who 
led the Grenada rescue. 

He wrote in May after being here 
graduation week: ''I've had a safe jour­
ney to Ft. Gordon. This past Sunday I 

12-13 Executive board meeting. 
Middletown, Kentucky Baptist Building 
25 Christmas 
25 Student Day at Christmas. Materi­
_ als available from Student Department, 
KBC 

will translate into thanks living, while a 
failure in thanking will lead to failure in 
thinking.' 

Abraham, Job, Daniel and Paul have 
all taO.ght us about a thankful attitude. 
Down through the centuries church his­
tory has taught us God's great men 
have become better, not bitter. 

On Thanksgiving day at Clear Creek 
we will gather at midmorning for a 
praise service. Following our worship, 
we will have a Thanksgiving dinner in 
Kelly Hall with turkey, dressing and all 
the trimmings. Most of our students 
and their families will join in our 
worship and celebration. 

Only a few of our students will be 
able to enjoy Thanksgiving with mom 
and dad. While our school is in recess 
for Thursday and Friday of this week, 
and their children are also out of 
school, most of our students live on 
such a limited budget they are not fi­
nancially able to be at home for Thanks­
giving. 

But you will not find a spirit of gloom 
and self-pity on Thanksgiving day. His 
mercy has sufficiently cared for our 
needs in the past. And his mercy will 
endure forever . Give thanks unto the 
Lord with us! 

attended services at Hillcrest Baptist in 
Augusta. I'm going back this Sunday 
with one of the other lieutenants. We 
hope to have enough time to really get 
involved though wake-up is 5 a.m. most 
days. Thank you for the hospitality 
shown me while at Oneida and for the 
beautiful book you gave me. I will cher­
ish this book the rest of my life.·Coming 
back to Oneida was a great inspiration 
at a time when I needed it most. The 
love and concern shown by the faculty 
and staff is truly uplifting, and I am 
blessed continually by their prayers for 
me. 

"Thank you for all the blessings of 
my years at Oneida. Keep me in your 
prayers as I will you in mine." 

Then three handwritten pages just 
before Grenada. "I finished officers 
basic third in a class of 91, and gradu­
ated with honors. On Aug. 19 I reported 
to Ft. Benning for the airborne school. I 
was in charge of 30 soldiers during the 
course. I qualified as an army para­
trooper and was awarded the airborne 
badge "silver wings ." I am now at Ft. 
Sill, Okla., attending a communica­
tions-electronics course preparing me to 
be a C-E officer on a combat battallion 
~ft -

"I hope to visit Oneida around 
Thanksgiving. I'm sure enough has 
happened at Oneida the past several 
months to fill several letters. Take care 
and God bless." · 

Yes, we have our Davids. They are 
worthy of that young warrior of old. 
They, too, have met their Goliaths­

. and have mastered them. 
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Scenes from the 1983 KBC 

Curtis Warf's introduction of Bill and Alice Marshall [right] was one 
of many memorable events to accent the Kentucky Baptist Conven· 
tion at Paducah. Warf' s smile and sweet spirit helped shorten other­
wise lengthy sessions and made Harold Mauney's job as timekeeper 
[below, center] more palatable. Confabs like those between Howard 
Cobble, Bill Marshall and Eldred Taylor [left to right, below right] 
and retiring Western Recorder editor and the president [bottom] 
kept the wheels of Baptist business turning. 
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How to be a _better . 
Baptist ... in SO 
. weekly lessons 

Informed Baptis_ts are_ better Baptists. A 
hallmark of Baptists is our belief in competency 
of the individual soul before G~d, priesthood of 
the believer and democratic -church government~ 

• Your Baptist state paper is an invaluable tool for · 
keeping your congregation abreast of facts · and 

trends in the nation's largest Protestant 
denomination, helping them to make more 
intelligent decisions affecting the life and 

ministry of your church~ 

. Straightforward, reliable information makes for 
good Baptists and good Baptist churches. Why 
not make your church more Baptist? Include 

Western Recorder in your church's 1984 budget~ 

Write We~tern Recorder, Box 43401, 
Middletown, KY 40243, phone (502) 245.;.4101 . . 

western recorder 
I 

. All you wanted in a state paper 




