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Draper says there’s more talk, less tension in SBC

by Toby Druin

After two years and more than 300,000
miles, James T. Draper Jr.’s presi-
dency of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion ends at the annual meeting in
Kansas City, Mo., June 12-14.

And while the pastor of First Baptist
Church, Euless, Tex., is not ready to
pronounce ‘‘well done’’ on it, he feels
good about his effort on behalf of
Southern Baptists, who he says now at
least are talking to each other in most
instances and with less tension.

Back from a 26-day trip to Africa and
visits with Southern Baptist mission-
aries, the SBC president last week re-
flected on his two years at the conven-
tion helm.

‘I feel I have been able to stand for
my convictions without being vindictive
or without being mean,’’ he said, ‘‘to
stand for my convictions with credibil-
ity, with integrity and without need-
lessly alienating people who might dis-
agree with me.”’

The two years, he said, have given
him a new understanding and appreci-
ation of the complexity for the leader-
ship of SBC institutions and agencies.
*‘I feel basically we have people who
really want to do the work of God . . .
generally there is a desire to really do
what the Lord wants us to do and be
about his business,’’ he said.

‘“We probably have some people who
woudn’t fit that description,”” he added.
‘I have said we probably have some
duds that are missionaries —even
though I didn’t meet any of them —
because we have a few duds who are
pastors.’’

The denomination, he said, is headed
in a ‘‘very good, very positive direc-
tion.”’ There are a few problems, he
said, ‘‘but everywhere I go I sense
these people want to see people saved;
they want to build churches; they want
to send missionaries, and that is the
heart of what has made Southern Bap-
tists great.”’

Aside from a resistance to change,
Draper said one of the problems the
convention must face is an ‘‘emerging
trend’’ in theology that he labeled ‘‘re-
ligious humanism.”’

‘It is a theology that brings the Bible
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under the approval of my mind before I
accept it,”” he said. ‘‘It has a tendency
to deny miracles. We have book after
book written by Southern Baptists who
say miracles are really in the eye of the
beholder. And this kind of downplaying
as I see it doesn’t lend itself to aggres-
sive evangelism and world missions.”’

Theological questions arise usually
in the academic settings, he said,
‘‘where you become preoccupied with
intellectual gymnastics just like in the
church you become preoccupied with
death, sickness and sin and things we
deal with there every day.”’

He has never asked anyone to be
fired from an institution and implied he
would not, but added, ‘‘I do feel a little
frustrated when the whole gamut of

~ theological thought is not presented in

a classroom.

‘I don’t want someone in an aca-
demic setting ridiculing what I preach
every Sunday to my people. I don’t
mind them disagreeing with me, and I
don’t mind them presenting alternative
views, but let them present my views
with integrity.’”’

Southern Baptist theology may be at
the point of being redefined, the presi-
dent said, quoting Leon McBeth, pro-
fessor of church history at Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft.
Worth, Tex., who Draper said had told
him the convention redefines its theol-
ogy about every 50 years.

““We have begun to have some
games played with definitions of theol-
ogy,’’ he said, citing those who use the
phrase from the 1963 Baptist Faith and
Message on the Bible, that it is ‘‘truth
without any mixture of error,’’ to mean
something else than intended.

His appointments, he acknowledged,
probably have furthered the inerrancy
—or conservative, as he prefers to call
it—cause. “‘I said when I was elected
that I would appoint cooperating con-
servatives and I would say that prob-
ably my appointments have certainly

tended toward the conservative side
and been more representative of that
disposition.”’

He also acknowledged the inerrancy
movement, which surfaced in 1979, has
had a ‘‘strong impact’’ on the conven-
tion, though different people view it
differently. ‘

““The perspective I have is we have
begun to be sensitive to both conserva-
tive and moderate positions—we have
begun to listen to people we pretty. well
were ignoring. I think we have turned
to where there is a sensitivity, an open-
ness that is good and positive.”’

Draper declined to comment publicly
on the nomination of Paul Pressler to
serve on the Southern Baptist Executive
Committee. Pressler, a Houston
layman, has been an acknowledged
leader of the inerrancy movement in the
convention.

Although he has appointed conserva-
tives, he does not insist a person be an
inerrantist to be a trustee of an SBC

Jimmy Draper, Southern Baptist Convention peside‘nt, watches as Sally Conley

board or agency. Some people reject
the term ‘‘inerrancy’’ because of its
factional connotation, he said. He
would insist, however, that SBC trus-
tees believe in the authority of the
scripture since ‘‘they wouldn’t be
Southern Baptist’’ if they did not.

He does expect some controversy in
Kansas City. The subject of ordination
of women likely will surface, ‘‘although
I would like to see us pray about that
one for awhile. It is an emotional issue
now.’’ There is no way to settle the
issue on the convention floor, he said,
after only a few speak to it and with
limited time for discussion.

He also expects a move toward de-
funding the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs. ‘‘I am hearing that we
are the only major denomination with-
out our own representation and the
suggestion that we escrow a portion of
the funds going to the Joint Committee
and appoint a committee to study our
role in Washington.’’

[center], Southern Baptist missionary to Kenya, demonstrates how Kenyan women
wear a basket with a strap around their heads to carry loads. Draper recently spent
26 of his last days as president on a tour of Southern Baptist foreign missions in
Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Egypt. Jordan and Morocco.

Disaster relief teams help flood-stricken areas of eastern Kentucky

Iennesseeans provide major portion of aid

Baptists in flood ravaged areas of east-
ern Kentucky are high in praise for the
help of fellow Baptists from other states

_whose ministries aided greatly in dis-

aster relief from the recent floods.
When the rain swollen tributaries of the

~ Tug and the Kentucky rivers swept into

several towns and many other com-
munities of eastern Kentucky, relief
units, especially from Tennessee, went
into action quickly.

The Tennessee disaster relief teams
were coordinated by Tennessee state
Brotherhood director Archie King. The
knowledge and experience of King im-
pressed local officials who cooperated
completely. All the relief efforts were
coordinated with the Red Cross result-
ing in an orderly and effective opera-
tion.

Kentucky Baptists do not have a
disaster unit but several teams from
Kentucky churches took supplies and
personnel to help. Bob Simpkins, pastor
of South Fork Baptist Church, near
Hodgenville, went to Pikeville and
worked with King and the disaster units
from Tennessee. Russ Adkisson,
another Kentucky Baptist Men's
leader, took a truckload of supplies

from the Brandenburg area.

In addition to Tennessee, a small
disaster unit from Illinois came in as
well as groups from North Carolina and
Virginia. 3

John Pate, director of missions for
Pike Association, says the help was
greatly appreciated and Southern Bap-
tists would be remembered a long time
by Pike County officials and residents.

The Tennessee disaster units set up
operation in the parking lot of a large
hard hit shopping center just north of
Pikeville. Thousands of meals were
served at this base but meals and food-
stuff were also taken into remote areas
where residents could not get to the
base.

Another base was at Shelbyiana,
north of Pikeville, and the iocation of
Grace Baptist Church.

As for damage to churches, Pate says
none in Pike County was severely dam-
aged by the flood but several had water
in their basements. Among those
churches hardest hit were Belfry where
the church and the pastorium were
flooded, Virgie and Immanuel.

Pate says no more clothes are needed

-but foodstuff and money are still
needed. Checks can be made to Pike

Association Relief and sent to John
Pate, Box 2973, Pikeville, KY 41501.

Other hard hit areas included the
Prestonsburg and Paintsville areas.
Enterprise Baptist Association director
of missions Don McGuire reports that
no church buildings in the association
were severely damaged but several had
water in basements and that heating
and air-conditioning units will have to
be replaced.

The hardest hit community in this
area was Martin where Bob Bottoms is
pastor of the church. Churches from the
Louisville and Ashland areas sent in
supplies, especially clothes which are
being distributed from the Martin
church. McGuire says the generosity
.and compassion being shown by
Bottoms and the Martin church are
making a tremendous impact upon the
community. Baptist churches are also
being used as bases for other needed
services such as vaccinations.

While few churches were severely
damaged, many Baptist families lost
everything. The 1984 flood was not as
damaging as the 1977 one but the
periodic flooding of homes has become
a way of life for many eastern Ken-
tuckians.
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Presidential prospects for the
Southern Baptist Convention

Five years ago not one in a hundred Southern Baptists knew how the
process for choosing important committees of the convention works. Even
now not one in 10 Southern Baptists know how the process works. It’s really
not so complicated but until the present struggle for convention control
began in 1979 there was little felt need by Baptists in the pew to learn how
the process works and thus the unfamiliarity on the part of most Southern
Baptists.

Frankly I have wanted to give a clear picture of this process to Western
Recorder readers but found it a difficult assignment. Texas editor Presnall
Wood has come up with the most adequate presentation of how the
important Committee on Committees and Committee on Boards are selected
and how they function. His treatment which appears on this page as a guest
editorial is commended to our readers.

In the meantime the most talked about agenda item in Kansas City next
month is the choice of a new convention president. The next president will
most likely be reelected next year. If the Pressler-Patterson coalition suc-
ceeds in electing another president, their takeover effort begun in 1979 will
be a long way toward realization. If another nominee becomes president, a
needed course direction can come about.

In response to several requests, here are the convention presidential
prospective nominees at this time. John Sullivan, first vice president of the
convention for the past two years, has confirmed that he will be nominated.
He is pastor of Broadmoor Baptist Church, Shreveport, La., a member of
the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee and has held prac-
tically every high office on associational and state convention levels.

He regards himself as a ‘‘conservative without question’’ and says, if
elected, he would appoint to the Committee on Committees those who are
biblically conservative and denominationally loyal. His church, which
baptized 107 in 1983, will give more than $700,000 through the Cooperative
Program this year—28.5 percent of undesignated receipts.

It is almost certain that Grady Cothen, retired president of the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board, will also be nominated. He was approached
more than a year ago by those who believe his known ability, his experience
and love for the denomination are much needed at this time. He says he is
prayerfully considering letting his name be put in nomination. He now lives
in Pass Christian, Miss. and apparently has recovered from surgery suffi-
ciently to take on the presidential duties. He would be strongly supported
by denominational loyalists and opposed just as strongly by Pressler-Pat-
terson followers.

The Pressler-Patterson sponsored candidate has not yet been identified.
Speculation persists it will be Charles Stanley, pastor of Atlanta’s First
Baptist Church and this year’s president of the Southern Baptist Convention
Pastors’ Conference. This office has for several times been a stepping stone
to the convention presidency and Stanley certainly has all the qualities
Pressler and Patterson are looking for.

Stanley has held no associational or state convention office and otherwise
has little involvement with Georgia Baptists. His congregation reported 267
baptisms last year, $5,217,258 in receipts and Cooperative Program gifts
amounting to $109,722 or 2.1 percent.

Stanley is popular as a television preacher and would make a strong
candidate in spite of limited experience in denominational life on the state
or national level.

Another possible candidate is Edwin Young, the popular and talented
pastor of the thriving Second Baptist Church in Houston, Tex. He is quoted
as saying recently that he has not given permission for his nomination and
has no intention of doing so in spite of ‘‘a lot of different calls and that kind
of thing.”’

Young also says he feels the Southern Baptist Convention presidency
should ‘‘come’’ to a person without the person having a desire for the
office. If he should permit his nomination and is elected, Young says he
would appoint persons to the Committee on Committees who are committed
to the principles laid down in the Baptist Faith and Message.

‘I would also look for the qualifications in denominational life. This is not
a place for neophytes,’’ says Young.

Young’s church reported 355 baptisms in 1983, $3,806,190 in undesig-
nated receipts and $231,252 or 6.1 percent contributions through the
Cooperative Program.
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Young would be a strong candidate if sponsored by Pressler and
Patterson.

Another but less likely nominee is Richard Jackson, pastor of the phe-
nomenal North Phoenix Baptist Church, Phoenix, Ariz. Jackson says he has
not given permission to anyone to nominate him and his present intention is
not to do so. The only reason he would consider it, he says, is ‘‘to establish
the fact that I don’t belong to any political group and if I were convinced
God is in it.”’ _

Jackson says the convention president should be a man who has estab-
lished himself as ‘‘a denominational statesman—a person who for a period
of continuous years, has led his church as a pastor or layman, to win souls
and participate in mission giving.”’

North Phoenix Baptist Church reported 1300 baptisms in 1983 and plans
to give a million dollars through the Cooperative Program this year. Jackson
is an outstanding prospect for the convention presidency this year or in
some future year.

And that’s the 1984 presidential picture for the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion as of May 22. But anything can happen with Southern Baptists includ-
ing the nomination of a dark horse candidate like Morris Chapman by
Pressler-Patterson forces or the return of Adrian Rogers for a second term
as president. He has an irresistible charm for many and has proven his
worth to the Pressler-Patterson plan.

guest editorial

Understanding how the
SBC system works

by Presnall Wood
Editor, Texas Baptist Standard

Reports are a part of any Baptist convention. All are important, but some
have greater significance.

In the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, the report of
the Committee on Boards, Commissions and Standing Committees —usually
referred to simply as the Committee on Boards—has great significance.
This committee nominates the persons who, if elected, will be the trustees
and commission and committee members of all the 21 Southern Baptist
Convention agencies—the Home and Foreign Mission Boards, the Sunday
School Board and the Annuity Board; the six seminaries: Golden Gate,
Midwestern, New Orleans, Southeastern, Southern and Southwestern; the
commissions: which include Brotherhood, Christian Life, Education,
Historical, Radio-Television and Stewardship; the Southern Baptist Foun-
dation; and the standing committees: the denominational calendar and
public affairs, the latter of which makes up the SBC representation on the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

This same Committee on Boards nominates the members of the Executive
Committee which acts for the convention between annual sessions in all
matters not otherwise provided for.

The Committee on Boards is composed of two members from each state
convention who are nominated to the convention by the Committee on
Committees.

And how is the Committee on Committees secured? Bylaw 21 says that
this committee, composed of two members from each qualified state and
the District of Columbia, shall be appointed, note appointed, by the presi-
dent, in conference with the vice presidents.

The process admittedly is somewhat confusing. The president this year
already has chosen a Committee on Committees that will recommend a
Committee on Boards to be elected in Kansas City in June, but which will
not bring its recommended slate of trustees and commission and committee
members for election until the 1985 convention in Dallas. The Committee on
Boards that will report in Kansas City was elected last year in Pittsburgh.

The report of this year’s Committee on Boards has been released, and the
early release of the names is due to action taken at last year’s convention
that calls for the committee to release its report no later than 45 days prior
to the annual meetmg of the convention.

This lead time gives any interested Southern Baptist opportunity to study
the nominees. If any person desires to make additional nominations, Bylaw
16 states: ‘‘Persons desiring to challenge the report of the Committee on
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Boards, Commissions, and Standing Committees are encouraged to publi-
cize the nature of their challenge sufficiently in advance of the annual
meeting of the Convention to allow information concerning the challenge to
be made available to Convention messengers.”’

In the last few years, challenges, some successful, have been made when
additional nominations were made by messengers. Whatever else these
challenges have meant, it is that ultimately the Committee on Boards nomi-
nates, and the same goes for the Committee on Committees, but the con-
vention in session elects. Any Committee on Boards report that swings too
far from the middle where most Southern Baptists live is inviting a
challenge.

There was a day when Southern Baptists might not have been as well
versed in the intricate details of committees appointing committees ap-
pointing committees. But at that time suspicions were not as high and
Baptists operated more out of trust and good will. In those days it seems
that Baptist convention-goers gave more attention to reading the Bible than
reading the bylaws.

Of course, Baptists should read the Bible and bylaws and be interested in
how the system works. It works through electing a president, who appoints
a Committee on Committees, who in turn nominate the Committee on
Boards who in turn nominate the trustees and members of the boards, com-
missions and committees.

This makes the election of a president with his appointive powers im-
portant. The election of a president of the Southern Baptist Convention was
never intended to have such political overtones, but it does.

A new convention president will be elected in Kansas City in June at the
annual meeting. The vote for that president in a great measure will deter-
mine the future direction of the agencies. This is how the SBC system
works. Knowing how it works is not enough. There must be messengers to
attend the convention to make it work.

Board meeting reveals
Kentucky Baptist harmony

The May meeting of the Kentucky Baptist Convention executive board
reflected the hopeful and wholesome outlook of Kingdom affairs among
Kentucky Baptists at this time. Veteran observers judged it as one of the
most harmonious sessions of the board in memory.

The absence of tension was not due to the lack of important issues on the
agenda. Indeed, several of the matters considered could mean more to the
witness of Kentucky Baptists at home and abroad than the news dominating
Southern Baptist Convention doctrinal controversy.

By far the greatest potential for reaching new levels of achievement is the
new Planned Growth in Giving emphasis being made throughout the South-
ern Baptist Convention. Members of the Kentucky steering committee for
this emphasis, the associational directors of missions and the executive board
staff received a comprehensive and inspiring briefing from Cecil Ray, the
Planned Growth in Giving national director. This important venture will get
a comprehensive editorial treatment in a coming issue of Western Recorder.

An update on the Kenya partnership increased the anticipation and ex-
citement this project holds for Kentucky Baptists for the next several years.
Nothing so enhances interest and commitment in world evangelization as
the personal involvement this venture will afford for a number of Kentucky
Baptist pastors and laypersons.

A matter of vital interest is the new pension plan for pastors and other
church employes which was officially approved by the executive board. If
taken advantage of fully by churches and church workers, this new plan
could go a long way to avoid the shameful financial plight most retired
Baptist preachers find themselves in today.

Board members were wise in scaling back unrealistic Cooperative Pro-
gram goals. For several years the giving of Kentucky Baptists has con-
tinued to increase at a surprisingly high rate in spite of the economic reces-
sion but it was bound to be reflected sooner or later. Many Kentucky Bap-
tists depend upon agriculture and mining for their income and both of these
sources are suffering more than a little. The surprise is not that the rate of
increase in giving through the Cooperative Program has slowed but that it
has slowed so slightly.

All in all Kentucky Baptists have much to be grateful for these days.
High on the list of our blessings is integrity in leadership like that of
executive secretary-treasurer Bill Marshall and convention president Willis
Henson.

GROUPS OF 12 OR MORE: FAMOUS GREAT

JARED PASSION PLAY. PLAY PACKAGE includes $7.50
Service for Churches tickets, lodging, swimming and meals at
Nationwide KELLER’S COUNTRY DORM RESORT, EUREKA
S\t pereice SPRINGS, ARK. Just $20 each person! Call
1-513-8512296 1-501-253-8418 TODAY!! 1/2

® Carpet (direct ship) Save
e Carpet (Removed) ® Carpet
(Installed) e Pews Removed
Pews Reinstalled ® Pews
Padded ©
All for one low price ®
JARED
P. O. Box 40136
Cincinnati, Ohio 45240

WANTED: Medium size church bus (about 30
passenger). Contact Lyttleton Baptist Church, Rt.
5, Manchester, Ky. 40962, or call 606-598-2502, or
606-598-2303. 4t/15th

GOVERNMENT JOBS. $16,559-$50,553/year.
Now Hiring. Your Area. Call 805-687-6000 Ext.

R-2520. 6-20-5¢
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National Revival

Training Seminar
July 17-19,1984 Atlanta, Georgia

Program Content

Theology of Revivalism Revival Invitations
Evangelistic Preaching Revival Counseling and Follow-up
Revival Music Revival Preparation

Program Personalities.
P

Fred Wolfe

Bill Cathey

Pastor Fastor Director Associate Director
Cottage Hill Baptist First Baptist Mass Evangelism of Evangelism
Church Church Department Baptist General
Mobile, Alabama Orlando, Florida Home Mission Convention of
Board Texas
Dallas, Texas

Radisson Inn and Conference Center
1750 Commerce Drive e Atlanta, GA 30318 ° (404)351-6100

Registration Fee: $25 per participant; $30 total for pastor and staff member from same
church (plus meals and lodging)

Send registration fee to Mass Evangelism Department, Home Mission Board, SBC,
1350 Spring St., NW, Atlanta, GA 30367-5601, (404)873-4041
Registration Deadline: Wednesday, June 20, 1984

Freedomis
F ragile

That's why the BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
AFFAIRS is at work for Southern Baptists in Washington, D.C.,
witnessing to the historic Baptist love of liberty, interpreting
separation of church and state for today, guarding against the
use of public funds for private and parochial schools, warning
against sending a United States ambassador to the Roman
Catholic Church, alerting Baptists to important changes in
Internal Revenue rulings, shielding missionaries from the
dangers of CIA involvements, supporting fair tax laws on
overseas income to save millions of mission dollars, leading
the push for an equal access law to allow genuinely voluntary
religious activities by student-led groups in public schools,
protecting from government intrusion the pension dollars
you have with the Annuity Board . . . and much more.

Yes, we all need the Baptist Joint Committee. ..
because freedom is fragile.

(Paid for by friends of the BICPA )
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Baptists in India . . .
not business as usual

In August 1957, newly married, Alice
and I sailed for a year of volunteer
service in Nazareth, Israel. Our nearest
American neighbors were Dwight and
Emma Baker, Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries. They were ‘‘mom and dad’’
to us, along with their three children.
After more than 20 years of Arabic and
Hebrew ministry in Israel, the Bakers

transferred to Bangalore, India where
they have served for nearly 10 years as
teacher and church planter. An excerpt
from their recent letter is an encour-
agement to those of us who believe that
God is doing an ‘‘unusual thing’’ in our
day:

‘A final word about church growth
and development. To date, 50 new
churches have been established or
otherwise added to the Baptist State
Convention this year, making a total of
112. Our goal remains 500 churches by
1990 by adding 65 churches each
year until that time. It will be realized
as churches multiply, and there are
more churches to multiply. As recent as
last year, some said that it was a pre-
posterous, unrealistic, mission impossi-
ble sort of a goal, and I suppose
humanly speaking, it was. But remem-
bering that when pastors, church plant-
ers and missionaries accepted this goal

in 1980, the convention had only 27
churches, it is clear that those who set
it expected a great infusion of God’s
enabling power to achieve it. It is evi-
dent now that God is supplying the
necessary resources and we praise and
thank him for it. Continue to pray that
the Lord of the harvest will send more
and more reapers into the ripening
fields.”’

When Dwight and Emma Baker re-
tire soon, we can be sure that God will
call out others to take their place. And
Kentucky Baptists will continue to give
their ‘‘sons and daughters’’ to plant
their lives in unfamiliar and sometimes
hostile soil.

‘‘Dear Lord, make of us ordinary
home folks, and extraordinary people.
Help us in Kentucky to be dissatisfied
with ordinary hopes and get hold of a
new passion. And help us stop waiting
for the next person to lead the way.”’

H. C. Chiles
Clear CreeR Baptist School,
Pineville, KY 40977

sunda
schoo
lessons

LESSONS FOR JUNE 3, 1984

International Series

The demand for a king

After the Israelites settled in the land to
which God led them, they noticed that
nations adjoining theirs were ruled by
kings. Having grown tired of being a
God-ruled nation and thinking that
greatness could be achieved through
imitation of the nations around them,

they asked to have a king to rule over
them. The primary motive for their re-
quest was to be like other nations. A
secondary motive was the desire for a
visible military leader to lead them in
their battles rather than just continuing
in their dependence on the invisible
God. Besides, the leadership of Samuel
would soon terminate due to his ad-
vancing years. Being unwilling for
Samuel’s unworthy sons to exercise
authority over them, the people in-
formed Samuel of their desire for a
king.

1 Samuel 8:4-10 Samuel sought in-
struction from God. Not wanting the Is-
raelites to have a ruler other than him-
self, God told Samuel to advise them
that their request was not in accordance
with his desire for them and to warn
them of the consequences of such an
action. God informed Samuel that the
demand of the people for a king was not
a reflection on his personal leadership,
but it was a rejection of God, so they
would just have to learn the hard way.

1 Samuel 8:19-22 Unwilling to heed
the advice of Samuel the people said,
‘‘Nay; but we will have a king over us;
That we also may be like all the
nations,’” which was the very thing God
did not want them to be. Samuel under-
stood that when the people became
subservient to a tyranical king and lost
a number of liberties they had been
enjoying, they would then be making
their complaints to God and to him, but
in reality they would have no one to

blame except themselves. Samuel was
grieved at the wish of the people, but at
God’s specific instruction, ‘‘Hearken
unto their voice, and make them a
king,”’ he proceeded to obey the divine
command.

God has frequently permitted nations
to change their form of government and
has continued to work through the dif-

“ferent forms to bring about the accom-

plishment of his will in and through the
lives.of the subjects. Regardless of the
form of government under which one
lives, every Christian should be a good
citizen of that country and a good and
faithful witness for Christ.

Life and Work Series

A day for God and us

Mark 2:23-28 One sabbath Christ and
his disciples were walking through a
field of grain. The hungry disciples
began to pluck some heads of grain,
rub them out and eat the grain, which
was permissible (Deut. 33:25). Watch-
ing, the critical Pharisees accused
Christ of allowing his disciples to
violate the law with reference to the
sabbath.

Christ brushed aside the traditions of
the critics and expressed his approval
and support of his disciples. Christ
referred these critics to the scriptures
which related how their hero, David,
had entered the house of worship on
the sabbath and had taken loaves of

shewbread which had been dedicated to
God and with them fed his men and
himself when they were hungry.

Since the Lord of the sabbath used
that day for rest, worship and doing
good to others, those of us who are
Christians should use the Lord’s Day
for the same purpose. We can and
should please and honor our Lord by
assembling in his house on the Lord’s
Day, persuading others to do likewise,
witnessing to the unsaved and trying to
persuade them to receive Christ as their
savior, and by visiting the sick and the
bereaved for the purpose of encourag-
ing and comforting them.

Luke 13:10, 14-16 On a certain sab-
bath Christ was teaching in an unidenti-
fied synagogue where a woman was °
present who had been victim of a terri-
ble curvature of the spine for 18 years.
When Christ observed this woman in
her pitiable condition, he had compas-
sion on her. He called her to come to
him and completely loosed her from her
infirmity without delay. Just as soon as
the Lord Jesus healed her and saved
her soul, the joyous and grateful lady
began to glorify God.

Instead of rejoicing with the woman,
the ruler of the synagogue became
highly indignant that Christ had per-
formed this miraculous cure on the
sabbath. The ruler sought to leave the
impression on others that the miracle
was not an act of mercy but a great
crime. Let us strive to follow the ex-
ample of our savior and Lord.

baptist forum

Butler responds to May 15 editorial

The opposite of inerrancy is errancy.
The opposite of belief is unbelief!

I have always believed and preached
that the Bible is without error. The day
I cannot believe the Bible to that ex-
tent, I will have enough integrity to say
so, and will remove myself from the
church and ministry!

Last week, you, Dr. Daley, dipped
your pen in poison and with venom
began to castigate and to impugn the
integrity of some of the greatest leaders
-in the Southern Baptist Convention, as
well as my friends! Why you chose to
deal in personalities I don’t know! Your
obsession, bordering on anger and
hatred toward those who believe the
Bible is infallible, is unbelievable! You
used the favorite trick of the liberals in
refusing to deal with the issue of truth

versus error, belief versus unbelief and

attacked personalities instead!

I regret to know this is the way you
choose to close your 27 years as editor
of Western Recorder. The more you
attack those of us who believe the Bible
is without error, the more you identify
and align yourself with those who be-
lieve the Bible contains errors!

Dr. Daley, I suppose the thing that
grieves me most is the fact that even
though we have been friends through
the years, you did not do me the cour-
tesy to contact me to inquire about the
innuendos and things you chose to
write about me.

Yes, I proudly wear the ‘‘inerrancy’’
label! To do less would not be worthy of
the titles ‘‘believer,’”’ ‘‘Christian,’’ or
‘“child of God’’; much less a ‘‘preach-
er’’ and ‘‘minister of the gospel’’!

Southern Baptists have always sub-

scribed to the inerrancy of the scrip-
tures until a few years ago when our
seminaries adopted the ‘‘critical meth-
od”’ of studying and teaching the Bible.

- God grant that we shall return as the

people of the Book, with an obsession

for missions and evangelism that the

Lord left us in the Great Commission.
LaVerne Butler, Louisville

[I had my say. Now it's your turn but
you miss the point of the editorial. It
was not inerrancy versus errancy but
the questionable ethics of the use of a
small group of Kentucky Baptists by
Southern Baptist Convention presidents
to determine Kentucky Baptist repre-
sentation on the boards of Southern
Baptist Convention agencies. Inerran-
tists don’t have a corner on belief in the
Bible. Other Southern Baptists believe
it as sincerely but they don’t propose to

purge fellow Baptists whose views
don’t coincide exactly with theirs. You
are entitled to judge the motives and
conclusions of the editor but the facts
speak for themselves. —Editor]

Layman questions ACTS board ruling

I read with interest Russell Bennett’s
letter in the Western Recorder of May
225

The local ACTS board that is chaired
by Mr. Bennett has ruled that meetings
would be held during ‘‘regular office
hours’’ which excludes most laymen
from serving.

Do Mr. Bennett’s remarks in
Western Recorder mean a change of
heart and will in the future include lay
people who pay his salary and other
ministers on the ACTS board?

M. Daniel Connell, Louisville



e e ]
: WESTERN RECORDER, MAY 29, 1984, 5

Leon Simpson

President

Clear CreeR Baptist School
Pineville, KY 40977

clear
creek
comment

Mission or maintenance

Twice in recent days I have been re-
minded that churches are *‘either on
maintenance or on mission!’’ How true
this is. The church’s one foundation is

Jesus Christ her Lord. But how a local
Baptist church builds on this foundation
(or fails to build, alas) is sometimes
amazing to behold. Some churches are
aggressive by following Christ’s com-
mand to go and make disciples of all
nations. Others seem satisfied to sur-
vive, trying to ‘‘maintain what we have
and where we are.”’

How Satan trembles when he sees
churches taking seriously Christ’s com-
mission to take the message and power

. of the gospel and the glorious word of

our Lord to the ends of the earth. Yet I
am sure this is the primary task of
every church and should be reflected in
our scheduled services, the prayer life
of the church, the church budget and
the calendar of activities and programs.
Clear Creek is very serious about
missions. We teach, practice and model
missions here. Missionaries are on our
staff at Clear Creek and teach in our
classrooms. Southern Baptist Missions

is a required course of all students at
this great school. President emeritus
and Mrs. D. M. Aldridge are in Africa
today as evidence of Clear Creek’s
commitment to missions.

Clear Creek is also a recipient of
mission aid as a missionary institution.
I do not hesitate asking people to sup-
port Clear Creek, because Clear Creek
is missions! This summer a crew of
workers from an association in Ken-
tucky will come for a week to paint one
of our large apartment buildings. Sev-
eral other crews from Baptist churches
will come to remodel student housing
(we could use 10 more crews from Bap-
tist churches to remodel housing!). We
thank the Lord that God touches the
hearts of people to support our mission-
ary endeavor at Clear Creek.

Is your church protecting the status
quo or aggressively seeking to go for-
ward with the gospel? Are you on mis-
sions or maintenance?

Barkley Moore
President
Oneida Baptist Institute
Oneida, KY 40972

oneida
journal

Charting courses

No doubt we are all doubting Thomases
at times needing to thrust our hands
into the pierced sides of our savior.
Often we are unfaithful Peters fearful of
sinking beneath the waves until the
savior stretches forth a supporting
hand.

Truly these are temptestuous times
with billows rolling high over the
surface of the whole earth. It would be
a calm soul indeed who did not find
cause to wonder what lies just ahead.

I realize how futile it is for nearsight-
ed man to chart his course ahead.
Man'’s only guide and dependence is to
walk by faith from day to day. I also
know even better how infallible is the
wisdom and foreknowledge of God.
How clearly he sees each tomorrow
through all the succeeding ages yet un-
folded. How unerring is God’s hand
which can chart the course of empires,
of nations and of institutions like
Oneida.

I can doubt the power and wisdom of
nations and peoples. But I can never
doubt the power, wisdom and justice of
him who created this universe and set
the course of planets, of nations and
men. Assuredly he brings each to its
end exactly as he planned it in the
beginning.

But that faith does not hinder doubts
of the part we are to play on the stage
of time nor the fate of the things of our
greatest love and interest.

This brings us to the concern of the
fate of Christian education and of
Christian schools over the country that
have been supported on humanitarian
principles, a feeling of charity and a
desire that each and all may have an
equal opportunity to develop and pre-
pare for a life of Christian service.

There is a greater need for Oneida
Baptist Institute than there was when
this work began in 1899.

(1) Eighty years ago every public
school in America was a Christian in-
stitution where the Bible was taught,
chapel was held and prayers were
offered. Not so today which is all the
more reason for us to support our
Christian schools as an alternative and
to keep that plurality in American edu-
cation that has been and is a bulwark of
our freedom as a nation and our vigor
as a denomination. The Congregation-
alists were once the largest church body
in America. But they cut themselves
adrift from their institutions like Har-
vard and Yale, and have nearly disap-

peared from the American scene.

(2) Eighty years ago nearly every
school in America was a small school
where everybody could be somebody. .
Not so today in our age of consolidation
and belief in the concept that bigger
must be better. All the more reason to
support our Christian schools, which
remain relatively small schools, where
each student can be taught that ‘‘the
fear of God is the beginning of
wisdom’’ and where each young man or
young woman can be led to an aware-
ness of self as important to God thus to
one another. It is important that each
student catch the vision of a Christ who
came ‘‘not to be ministered unto, but to
minister’’ and to go forth to do like-
wise.

(3) Eighty years ago divorce was
nearly unheard of in America. Today,
nearly half of all marriages end in the
divorce court. This affects the lives of
literally millions of young people. The
Christian boarding school is not only a
school; it is a home where that boy or
girl with a single parent who must work
can have discipline, structure, security
surrounded by the love and an example
of a dedicated Christian staff.

So little money is required to main-
tain schools like Oneida. We must look
to our brothers and sisters in Christ to
see to it that we have continued life and
service.

(Reprint 9/2/81

Eldred M. Taylor
Executive Director

10801 Shelbyville Road
Middletown, KY 40243

homes
for |
children

Spring into summer

On the way home from church, one of
numerous billboards gave me this title.
It said, ‘‘Spring into Summer with us.”’
The billboard presented an invitation to
enjoy the hot summer by swimming at a
particular place.

Now is the time to ‘‘Spring into
summer.’’ June brings hot weather,
closes out spring and officially begins
summer. Many of us will be springing
into summer, but it will not be centered
around a swimming pool.

Baptist Homes for Children is now

poised for the ‘‘spring into summer.”’
With the closing of school, the routine
changes and the pace quickens with ex-
citement at our homes. Much planning
and preparation has gone into develop-
ing a summer program that will provide
positive, growing experiences for the
youth in our care.

Glen Dale Home will soon launch into
their annual ‘‘Looking Outward
Camp.’’ Then there will be vacation
Bible school, 4-H +iay camps, garden-
ing, 4-H projects, swim classes, athletic
games, youth evangelistic conference,
work details and county fairs.

Spring Meadows Home also has
plans to ‘‘spring into summer’’ with a
varied and full program. The youth will
tend their gardens, cut grass and par-
ticipate in a work program. There will
be swimming, athletic games, church
league ball, choirs, study classes, re-
treats, camping trips, etc. There is spe-
cial excitement at Spring Meadows be-
cause they will have their own pool this
yvear. The pool is now being completed,

thanks to some friends at Somerset who
are making this new pool possible. Glen
Dale already has their own pool.

Two very special events at Spring
Meadows and Glen Dale allow you to
‘‘spring into summer’’ with us. Child
Care days will be held at Spring
Meadows on June 23 and at Glen Dale
on July 21. This is when Baptists are
invited to visit one of our campuses.
Churches and associations are urged to
load up in cars, vans and buses and
journey to Middletown or Glen Dale
and see your homes for children. Spe-
cial tours are provided from 10 a.m. till
noon, when lunch is served. Choose a
date and visit one of your homes this
summer. .

Another special day on each campus
is homecoming, when all previous resi-
dents are invited to return to their
home for a visit and a meal. Homecom-
ing at Glen Dale will be June 24 and at
Spring Meadows Aug. 4.

‘‘Spring into summer’’ with us—
come and visit us.
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baptist news in brief

Kentucky church to help
inaugurate Day of Prayer

First Baptist Church of Frankfort, Ky.,
is one of 29 Southern Baptist congre-
gations which will help inaugurate the
denomination-wide observance of the
Day of Prayer for World Peace this
August.

The inaugural churches, each repre-
senting a different Baptist state con-
vention, will focus on peace with justice
in their worship services on Sunday,
Aug. 5.

The Day of Prayer for World Peace
was approved by the Southern Baptist
Convention meeting in Pittsburgh last
year and was placed on the official
convention calendar. The Christian Life
Commission, which recommended the
special observance, is providing re-
sources at cost for churches which
choose to participate.

First Baptist, Frankfort and the other
inaugural churches were enlisted ‘‘as a
way of saying to all Southern Baptist
churches that this important emphasis
is for everybody,’’ explained Ronald D.
Sisk of the Christian Life Commission.

‘‘Prayer,’’ he said, ‘‘is always local.
It finds forms and substance only when
practiced by some one, in some place at
some particular time. The Day of
Prayer for World Peace is designed to
find expression in local congregations.
We hope every Southern Baptist church
will accept the challenge to pray for
peace and to work for peace with justice
as part and parcel of their witness for
Jesus Christ.”’

Billy Hurt is pastor of First Baptist,
Frankfort.

Draper i'eplaces
committee member

Roger Roberts has been replaced on the
1984 Committee on Committees by Paul
Payne, according to Southern Baptist
Convention president James T. Draper
Jr. i

Draper told Baptist Press Roberts has
resigned the pastorate of First Baptist
Church of Fairborn, Oh., to accept a
pastorate in Kansas, making him in-
eligible to serve as the Ohio represen-
tative on the Committee on :
Committees.

The Committee on Committees, ap-
pointed by the SBC president without.
ratification by messengers to the con-
vention, nominates the 1985 Committe
on Boards, which will nominate trustees
to serve on the 20 national agencies of
the nation’s largest Protestant denomi-
nation.

In Roberts’ place, Draper has nomi-
nated Payne, pastor of Huber Heights
First Baptist Church of Dayton. Payne,
a former director of missions in Ohio,
has been pastor of the Huber Heights
church more than 10 years.

N. C. Baptist paper
honors Kentucky pastor

The official newsjournal of the Baptist
State Convention of North Carolina has
taken action to honor a Kentucky pastor
through the establishment of a memor-
ial scholarship fund for interns at the
paper.

The late Nobel T. Cottrell, a native of
Kentucky and pastor in central south-
ern Kentucky until his death in 1974,
will be honored through the Biblical
Recorder’s Cottrell Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund, according to an announce-
ment by editor R. G. Puckett. -

Puckett got the idea when Mrs. Lillie

Cottrell, Nobel’s widow now living in
Elizabethtown, sent him a portion of
the value of Cottrell’s library when she
sold it in 1983. ‘‘Use the check for
whatever you think is best,”” Mrs. Cot-
trell advised.

With that check in hand, Puckett,
also a native of Kentucky, recommend-
ed to the board of directors of Biblical
Recorder that the memorial fund for fi-
nancing the intern program be estab-
lished. Since that time other funds have
been received. The corpus of the fund
will be protected; income from the in-
vested funds will be used for the intern
program.

First consideration in the intern pro-
gram, which was launched last year
with a student from Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, will be given
to students from the nearby seminary at
Wake Forest. Second consideration will
be given to college students in their
junior or senior year who have declared
a career in religious journalism.

Friends or family members who wish
to make a contribution or secure addi-
tional information may write to: Editor
R. G. Puckett, Biblical Recorder, Box
26568, Raleigh, NC 27611.

Two states receive
Sunday school awards

The Baptist General Convention of
Texas and the West Virginia Conven-
tion of Southern Baptists were cited for
the largest numerical and percentage
increases in Sunday school enrolment
for 1982-83 during semiannual planning
and promotion meetings with Sunday
school leaders from state conventions
and the Sunday School Board.

For the past year 31 of 34 state con-
ventions registered gains in Sunday
school enrolment.

The Texas convention led all states in
numerical gain with 41,626, or 3.4 per-
cent. Other states in the top five in
numerical increases were: Florida
(14,792), Oklahoma (11,272), California
(10,037) and Alabama (8,725).

The West Virginia convention had
the largest percentage increase among
the states with 14.8 percent. Other
states in the top five in the percentage
category were Nevada (8.0), California
(5.3), Arizona (4.7) and Northwest
(4.2).

Ministers’ wives
to hear missionary

Wana Ann Fort, missionary physician
in Zimbabwe, will be the feature
speaker at the 29th annual luncheon of
the Conference of Ministers’ Wives,
June 12, at the Radisson-Muehlebach
Hotel in Kansas City, Mo.

The Ministers’ Wives Conference is
one of the auxiliary meetings to the
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist
Convention, scheduled June 12-14 in
the H. Roe Bartle Hall of the Kansas
City Convention Center.

In addition to Fort, entertainment

Jor the econemy

cansciows chucth . . .

O .STEEPLES O SIGNS

0O CUPOLAS O BAPTISTRIES
O COLUMNS 0O LOUVERS

O CORNICES El. SHUTTERS
O CROSSES O RAILINGS

-Aluminum fabrication —
our specialty
WRITE OR CALL
502-932-7091

“ALUMINUM FABRICATORS

P.0. BOX 267 @ GREENSBURG. KY. 42743

will be provided by dual pianists and
singers Charles and Kay Mathews of
Houston. During the luncheon, the
conference will also present the Mrs. J.
M. Dawson award to a minister’s wife
who has exhibited outstanding service
to her church and denomination.

Tickets may be purchased at the ad-
vance registration table at the conven-
tion center.

Baptist agency to join
Vatican ambassador suit

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs announced May 23 it will join a
suit challenging the constitutionality of
the Reagan administration’s establish-
ment of diplomatic ties with the Vati-
can.

Meanwhile, the Vatican’s official
representative to the U. S. has dis-
agreed with persistent claims that the
new diplomatic ties would be with
Vatican City rather than with the
Roman Catholic Church. Apostolic Pro-
Nuncio Pio Laghi contradicted argu-
ments repeatedly made by State De-
partment officials and congressional
backers to answer charges that the re-
versal of long-standing U. S. policy
violated the First Amendment’s ban on
an establishment of religion.

Citing a Roman Catholic authority,

Langhi asserted papal diplomacy ‘‘rests
essentially upon the spiritual sover-
eignty of the Holy See and not upon
dominion over a few acres in the heart
of Rome.”’

BJCPA executive director James M.
Dunn said Laghi’s remarks support the
contention by Baptists and other reli-
gious groups that the administration’s
action violated the Constitution, despite
claims to the contrary.

BORED!
LONELY!
DEPENDENT!

Does this describe the elderly family
member under your care? We can
provide the assistance that you need.

HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY
MINISTRIES
ADULT DAY CENTER

“Where your family is family to us!”

2000 Douglass Boulevard
Louisville, Kentucky 40205

502-459-4887
Open Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

June 8-10, 1984 ¢ Aug. 3-5, 1984

July 16-20, 1984

Leadership provided for all retreats

by ACME & Southern Baptist

trained cleftRock staff.

Lee/Sarah Bivins Jim/Jo Ann Markham
Bob/Eddie Fields E. B./Sylvia Smith

Bob Fields, Director ;
RR#1, Box 397

Mt. Vernon, Ky. 40456

Telephone (606) 256-4093; 256-2336

Call or write for information and registration:

cleftRock Retreat Invites Your Participation
MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT RETREATS

Oct. 12-14, 1984 e+ Nov. 30-

Dec. 2, 1984
Cost — $100 per couple

FAMILY ENRICHMENT RETREAT

Costs:
$60. per adult (over 18)
$20. per child and young person
no charge under 6 GONNG g,

$50. program fee \‘?@?‘; Fegpp Y,
; \

Strengthen Families

Baptist Telecommunication Network

ATTEND SOUTHERN BAPTIST
CONVENTION VIA SATELLITE

Tuesday, June 12

11:30 a.m.
President’'s Address.
James T. Draper. Jr.

7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Board Report

7:30 p.m.

Home Mission Board Report

8:30 p.m.
Inauguration of BTN and ACTS

Schedule:

Wednesday. June 13

12:00 p.m.
Convention Sermon.
Russell H. Dilday. Jr.

7:30 p.m.

Foreign Mission Board Report

EBROADMAN

BTN—IT'S
HAPPENING SOON
BE READY!

Order your BTN suhscri_rlion
soon. A 9% discount is available
for annual payment in advance.




Daley Observations reprise

Some of Daley’s thoughts in print over the past 27 years

(From the Jan. 23, 1969 issue)
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Women don’t rate for Baptist leadership

More and more effort is being made these days to get more Baptist laymen
involved in the work of the local churches, the denomination and its many
agencies and institutions. And this effort is effective with more and more
able laymen rendering significant service in important leadership places.

The question now is what place do women have in official leadership roles
among Southern Baptists. Of course women have long demonstrated their
ability in the Woman’s Missionary Union organization on the local, state
and convention level, but rarely have they been used beyond the WMU.

A quick survey of the makeup of denominational committees and boards,
both in the states and in the Southern Baptist Convention, reveals women
are almost completely left out so far as leadership roles are concerned.

There are hundreds of places to fill on Southern Baptist Convention com-
mittees, boards, agencies and commissions. The number of women now
serving in any of these places can be counted on one’s fingers and toes.

The Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee of 60 members
has only two women plus Mrs. Robert Fling, who serves in an ex-officio
capacity as Southwide WMU president. The Foreign Mission Board with
about 66 members has six women serving. The Home Mission Board with
about 65 members has seven women, at least two of whom are wives of
pastors. The Sunday School Board of 65 members has only one woman on
it. Southern Seminary has one woman trustee and so does Midwestern
Seminary. The other four seminaries have all men trustees. The Education
Commission has one woman serving, but there is not a woman serving on
any of the other Southern Baptist Commissions.

Women on committees and boards in the Kentucky Baptist Convention
are even scarcer. The 141-member executive board has the state WMU
president as an ex-officio member. No other woman is a member nor ever
has been so far as this writer knows.

The Kentucky Baptist Child Care Board has three women in its member-
ship. The Western Recorder has one lady serving as a director. One trustee
of Georgetown College is a woman and one woman is on the Oneida Insti-
tute board. Both of these women trustees are wives of preachers. These six

(From the Mar. 13, 1969 issue)

ladies constitute the entire crop of women in official Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention service.

Even this number may be surprising in light of the traditional doctrinal
view of Kentucky Baptists concerning the place of women in leadership
roles. Only several years ago it was learned that the women messengers
sent by thie churches to the state conventions had never been counted but
their registration cards had been ignored. This was done on the basis of
tradition and understanding for there was no constitutional prohibition
against women messengers. Now by specific action of the convention,
women are recognized as messengers with full privileges.

As in many other matters Baptists are not all agreed on what the New
Testament actually teaches concerning the place of women in church
leadership roles. The literal words of Paul clearly restrict women to
subordinate places in church life. Do these instructions apply only to the
times and specific situations of Paul’s day? Or are they to be regarded as
basic principles with specific instructions applicable to every age'and con-
dition?

Whatever we believe the New Testament teaches about the role of
women, in actual practice we look to them for more than a subordinate
place. They carry the burden of the teaching load in nearly every Baptist
church. Women also are the backbone of the music program and without
them missionary education in many churches would be almost nil.

What is the outlook in the future for more women in official places in
Southern Baptist and in state Baptist life? Judging from the trend an
increasing number, but not anything like an equal number of women to
men, will be called upon to serve on denominational committees and
boards. In the meantime the women will not press for such status but will
continue to carry the major load of church work.

In connection with the discussion of Baptist women in official denomina-
tional roles, the question of ordaining women is fairly common in some
evangelical denominations and is practiced by American Baptists. There
are no signs, however, that Southern Baptists are ready to ordain women or
will be ready for this any time in the foreseeable future.

Baptists and the malignancy of materialism

There is no doubt about it. Baptists’ faces are long these days when
finances are mentioned. This was true in Nashville recently when Southern
Baptist leaders looked at the financial outlook for 1970. It’s true in many
state conventions where contributions are hardly equaling expenditures and
the churches likewise in many instances are up against it financially.

How do we explain this giving lag among Southern Baptists? There are
several obvious factors involved which we can use to explain our predica-
ment, but the one chief explanation is not easy to admit and to face.

Surely inflation is part of the story. The costs of living rise faster than the
income of many Baptists and they are actually hard put to pay their bills.
The tax load is a serious matter for many of us and it seems to grow heavier
by the month. Winter time is hard on church budgets, especially if snow
storms come on the weekend and church attendance is cut.

Even the health of Baptists is an important factor. In fact the Hong Kong
flu was blamed for Southern Baptists’ missing their budget goal in 1968
when the December offerings dropped drastically.

But the giving lag of Baptists has a more basic explanation than physical
sickness, absenteeism, inflation or taxes. The true reason is more likely a
spiritual sickness. Our real malady is the malignancy of materialism. This is
the sickness that leads us to make God and his causes second to our own
needs and wants. And this materialism malignancy has afflicted Baptists on
every level.

The flu in December didn’t damper the spending binge of Baptists. It’s
likely nine of every 10 Baptist families spent more on themselves last
Christmas than any Christmas in their lives. It would be amazing to know
how many Baptist families spent more on one color television set in 1968
than they gave the entire year to the Lord’s causes.

Church people are caught up in this madness of materialism. New auto-
mobiles, color TVs, expensive homes, sumptuous eating and all the other
modern luxuries are a way of life for most of us. We make more and more,
we spend more and more and have a harder and harder time meeting
installment payments. By the time the average Baptist family makes the
house payment, the monthly payments on one or two automobiles, pays the
grocery bills and the taxes (local, state and federal), there’s precious little
left for anything. If a doctor or hospital or another unexpectant bill comes
along, it’s hard not to take the Lord’s money to meet the emergency.

This malignancy of materialism with which many Baptists are stricken is
also a church disease. Churches are often swept along on this spending

binge. And they often do like their members. They provide for their own
needs and wants first and then share what’s left with the rest of the world.

The result is their fixed obligations are often almost equal to their
income. By the time churches make payments on a new building, pay the
rising salaries of a pastor, staff members and other employes, take care of
maintenance and other essentials, they have difficulty maintaining the
present level to say nothing of increasing their gifts to causes beyond their
own community.

Neither are state Baptist conventions exempt from the spending habits in
vogue today. Many state Baptist conventions, along with their colleges and
others institutions, are in debt up to their ears. Consequently, they have to
make debt payment a preferred item. Most of these conventions are also
well organized and staffed which means salaries are a big item. Those who
work with the state convention budget know how extremely difficult it is to
find enough money for debts, for salaries and expenses, for schools and all
the other needs and wants. The constant temptation is to keep more and
more of each dollar in the state and send less and less to Nashville for world
mission use.

And so it’s a chain reaction. On every level we seem to put ourselves
first. It begins in the pew. When church members put their wants first, the
church hurts. When the church hurts and puts its needs first, gifts to the
Cooperative Program are curtailed and the state convention hurts. When
the states feel the saueeze and take care of their needs, Nashville is not far
behind in feeling it.

In the meantime the spirit of sacrifice seems to be absent on all levels.
Everybody seems to expect the other person to sacrifice. To many mem-
bers, the church and those on its payroll appear to be well off. The churches
are not impressed with any sacrifices on the part of those supported by the
state convention and to those of us serving on the state level, the institu-
tions and personnel of the Southern Baptist Convention seem better off than
we are and always have a hand out for more.

How do we break the chain? How do we overcome this mahgnancy of
materialism? Like physical malignancy the cure is not yet in man’s posses-
sion. Surgery is the only hope, but surgery is painful. Spiritual surgery is
confession and repentance on our part and forgiveness and renewal on
God's part. The divine physician is ready when we are, but so far we
apparently are not sick enough to submit to the operation.




Kentuckian Jim McKinley goes on the air
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The story behind Southern Baptists’
resolve to stay in Bangladesh during
its bloody war for independence was
televised nationwide in April by the
Muslim government.

Speaking in Bengali, the people’s
native tongue, Southern Baptist mis-
sionary Jim McKinley said on a pop-
ular interview show that during the
1971 uprising, in which Banglasdesh
was born from East Pakistan, he
stayed with the people because of ‘‘a
pull from within.”’

‘‘Most people are bewildered
about why we stayed here during
this time,”’ McKinley said after the
interview. ‘‘They responded to this
very well.”’

Azad Chowdhury, a television per-
sonality with his own cultural show,
was the host for the 10-minute inter-
view, broadcast during prime time

over two government-run television
stations. Most people who don’t
have personal access to a television
set can watch at government spon-
sored viewing areas in villages. .

In his introduction, Chowdhury
spoke of the McKinleys as ‘‘friends
who lived with us.”” McKinley later
said he felt the comment was very
significant and probably impressed
viewers.

Chowdhury met McKinley at a
mutual Christian friend’s home in
March and asked him to appear on
his show. Chowdhury had read Mc-
Kinley’s book, ‘‘Death to Life—
Bangladesh,’’ about the McKinley
family’s experience during the revo-
lution.

During the interview Chowdhury
emphasized that the people of Bang-
ladesh would benefit from the sale of
McKinley’s book. ‘‘He asked, ‘I -
understand the money will come

‘Bangladesh TV station tells missionaries’ story

back here’,”’ said McKinley. ‘I was
able to respond, ‘Yes. All of it.” That
had a very high audience appeal.”

The proceeds will build an audi-
torium and training center for Bap-
tist lay leaders in Bangladesh. The
center will be located on property of
Immanuel Baptist Church in Dhaka,
but will be owned by the Bangladesh
Baptist Fellowship (national conven-
tion).

McKinley’s book was published in
1978 by Highview Baptist Church in
Louisville. More than 40,000 copies
have been sold in the States and
many others have been distributed
in Bangladesh to people including
high government officials. Chow-
dhury requested over the air that the
book be translated into Bengali.

The McKinley family of Kentucky
and the Tom Thurman family of Mis-
sissippi, also Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries, were part of a small group

of Americans who stayed in the
country during the war. In March
1971, a telegram urged Americans to
prepare for evacuation, said Thur-
man. ‘‘But it seemed logical to stay,
so we stayed put.”’

The missionaries attempted to
hold Baptist work together during
the bloodshed. As the war drew to a
close, reinforcements arrived to min-
ister to many of the 10 million refu-
gees who returned. ‘“With all of this
helping and caring, ‘long about the
mid-1970s they (Bangladeshi refu-
gees) started coming in large num-
bers looking for Christian teaching,”’
Thurman said.

‘“The main thing that sticks out in
my mind was we were able to share
the love of Christ,”’ he added. ‘‘The
things we were able to do were so
minute, but we were there during
their dark hour. We were a pres-
ence. And God honored that.”’

As growth in Indonesia continues,

by Leland Webb

Southern Baptist missionaries will
begin working this summer with a
group of Indonesian Christians who aim
to reach everyone in their nation with
the gospel.

Since 1971, the group’s efforts have
been nurtured by Canadian Baptists,
who have helped in leadership training
and evangelism. Four years ago these
Indonesian Christians began calling
themselves Baptists because their
beliefs match Baptist doctrine. They
named their organization the Union of
Baptist Churches of Indonesia.

Begun in 1951, the union now claims
more than 14,000 members in nearly
150 congregations. Its witness has ex-
panded to the farthest reaches of the
country. And it has become a moving
force in the Indonesian Baptist Alli-
ance, a cooperative of three indigenous
Baptist bodies. v

*“This church was born with evan-
gelism at the heart of it,”’ declares
Ronny Welong, chairman of the union.
‘‘From one generation to another they
have inherited the will to continue
evangelism.’’ The union sponsors a
seminary, a Bible school and a theo-
logical training school in different areas
of the nation.

‘I believe we can grow together, all
of the Baptist churches in Indonesia,”’
says Alex Tairas, who at 57 is consid-
ered the group’s spiritual patriarch.
*‘Our vision is, we need to bring all
people of Indonesia to Christ.”’

The group has pursued this vision
from the beginning. In the 1950s
churches helped send Megtji Wells, a
single woman, to the Moluccas (the
original Spice Islands) in Indonesia.
Others were sent to help her in 1960. A
few years later missionaries began work
in Kalimantan, the southern portion of
the island of Borneo, which Indonesia
shares with Malaysia and Brunei. That
work flourishes today with the help of
Canadians.

The group emerged in the area of Ma-
nado on the northern tip of the island
of Sulawesi, when several people from
the traditional, Dutch-related church
felt the need for personal faith in Jesus
Christ and baptism after repentance. A
weak Muslim presence provided oppor-
tunity for witness and a strong planta-
tion economy in the area provided

funds for missionary support.

The group’s outreach ministry has
grown rapidly. In Kalimantan, for ex-
ample, Welong senses that God is at
work among the Dyak people. ‘‘It sur-
prises us to see their openness. It's a
phenomenon the Lord has caused,’’ he
says. :

More congregations meet there than
in the Manado region. And the govern-
ment, though Muslim, welcomes Chris-
tian work in Kalimantan because it
wants every citizen to follow a religion.
Since the Dyak people eat a lot of pork,
they are unlikely to turn to Islam, which
prohibits pork.

In the late 1960s the Manadans asked
for help from the Canadian Baptist
Overseas Mission Board, an agency
sponsored by four Canadian Baptist
conventions. The board is willing to
help any group adhering to Baptist doc-

Southern Baptist missionary David Cochran [c] gets acquaint-
ed with some students at the Indonesian Baptist Seminary in

Manado, on the northern tip of the island of Sulawesi. In ;
mid-1985 after language study, he expects to move there with

trines and has 89 missionaries assigned
in seven countries.

The Canadians arranged in 1971 to
supply seminary teachers to the
Manadans. ‘‘We have gone out of our
way to assume a junior partner role,’’
says John Keith, then the Canadian
board’s general secretary, now an
associate secretary. Since then, one of
the Canadians’ thrusts has been pio-
neer work in areas where there is not
an established church. Canadians could
have 10 missionary families in Kali-
mantan in the 1990s.

This summer the union will welcome
its first Southern Baptist missionary
couple, Charles and Jennifer Town-
send, to teach in the seminary. A
second couple, David and Anna-May
Cochran, are to move there next year
after language study on Java.

The Manadans are excited about

- his wife, Anna-May, and their two children to help train
leaders. Canadian Baptist missionaries taught at the Manado
seminary for 10 years, but now assist the Baptist union in

missionary outreach on the island of Borneo.

Southern Baptists give help

working with Southern Baptists. ‘“This
is one reason we're working with South-
ern Baptists: they’ll help us strengthen
and train our people here so that they
can reach out to Indonesia,’’ says
Welong. :

The Baptist union has benefited from
Southern Baptist resources over the
years. Many of its leaders received
training at the Indonesian Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, begun by Southern
Baptist missionaries. Tairas was a
member of the seminary’s first gradu-

.ating class. ‘‘It’s very important to ask
help from other countries,’’ he says,
‘‘because we could not do (it) all by
ourselves here.”’

““The potential for evangelistic out-
reach in our area is tremendous,’’ adds
Welong. ‘‘One reason we want our
churches strengthened (is) so we can
become a sending organization.”’




