
western recoroer Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Vol. 159, No. 21, May 18, 1985 

Heritage rally draws 1200 'concerned' Ba • t1lsts 
by James H. Cox, Associate Editor 

An outspoken Southern Baptist leader 
embroiled in the denomination's con­
troversy over inerrancy told a Louisville 
audience he longed for the time ''where 
once again we can go to the convention 
and not know who 's going to be nomi­
nated (for office)." 

Speaking at what was billed as a 
Baptist heritage rally May 20 Roy L. 
Honeycutt, president of Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
declared that· "leadership is the key" to 
resolving the dilemma in which South­
ern Baptists find themselves today. 

"This convention isn't going to 
split," he affirmed. "There's nothing 
there to split - we're already split into 
32,000 autonomous churches." 

Baptists are going to stay together 
because of " our belief in Jesus Christ, " 
Honeycutt told more than 1200 predom­
inantly laypersons. 

The rally, held at Louisville's St. 
Matthews Baptist Church, was easily 
the third largest single meeting of Bap­
tists across Kentucky in size that will be 
held this year. Only the state evangel­
ism conference last February and the 
annual meeting of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention in November are expected 
to eclipse the heritage rally in at­
tendance. 

Two other personalities appeared on 
the two-hour program with Honeycutt­
Norman Cavender, a Baptist layman 
from Claxton, Ga., and C. R. Daley, 
editor emeritus of Western Recorder, 
Middletown. 

Daley warned that Southern Baptists ' 
"moment of decision" has arrived. 

''Most of us would not have chosen 
it," but it has been "chosen for us," he 
said. Too many Southern Baptists have 
not realized ''the seriousness of this 
moment. ' ' The outcome will determine 

, the direction of Southern Baptists ''for 
years to come," he admonished. 

He asked the rally crowd· what will be 
new among Southern Baptists if the 
inerrancy faction prevails. His answer: 
''Everything.'' 

Daley suggested there will be sus­
picion "of anyone who deviates from a 
prescribed norm . ' ' Seminary training 
will be "a la W. A. Criswell and a la 
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Kentuckians featured at a Baptist heri­
tage rally May 20 in Louisville included 
[l] Roy L. Honeycutt and C.R. Daley. 
Officials of St. Matthews Baptist 
Church, where the event was held, 
believed more than 1200 Kentucky 
Baptists attended. 

Jerry Falwell. " Sunday school litera­
ture will be scrutinized carefully ''to be 
sure it meets certain theological inter­
pretations.'. ' Applicants for missions 
positions ''will have to go through 
narrow indoctrination. " Some "will not 
pass" and some "will not submit ," 
Daley declared. 

If fundamentalism prevails several 
SBC agencies will be dissolved, he 
warned. The "first to go" will be the 
Christian Life Commission and the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs. 

The changes, he said, would " guar­
antee that what you and I have known 
and loved is vastly different" in the 
future. 

Who would be running our conven­
tion then? Daley answered: 

''Those who go for the jugular vein. 
"Those who tape record telephone 

conversations secretly. 
''Those who operate a war room in 

Texas. 
''Those who would destroy anyone 

who gets in their way, with Dr. (Rus­
sell) Dilday (president of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, Tex.) as exhibit No. 1. 

''Those who castigate such revered 
Southern Baptist leaders as Honeycutt , 
Dilday, (W. Randall) Lolley (president 
of Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Wake Forest, N. C.) and (R. 
Keith) Parks (president of the Foreign 
Mission Board, Richmond, Va.) and 
cuddle up to (TV evangelists) Pat Rob­
ertson and Jerry Falwell." 

In conclusion, Daley said, ' 'I pray 
God enough Southern Baptists have 
realized what is happening and will 
stand up in Dallas and march not to an 
inerrant drummer but to the drums of 
our eternal Lord Jesus Christ . " 

Both he and Honeycutt received 
standing ovations at-the completion of 
their addresses . Honeycutt was also 
interrupted for about 30 seconds by 
applause when he announced he would 
go to the upcoming convention in 
Dallas, Tex. and vote for Winfred 
Moore of Amarillo, Tex. for SBC presi­
dent. Moore has challenged the incum­
bent, Charles Stanley, of Atlanta, Ga., 
for that office. 

Meanwhile, Cavender, the Georgia 
layman, labeled the denominational 
dispute "our greatest crisis in history." 

''Loyal , cooperating Southern Bap­
tists are being steadily eroded from 
places of leadership,'' he confirmed. 
"Sincere, honest Southern Baptists 
have accepted (false) claims as truth ." 

He cited several examples of what he 
called a ' 'lack of truth in advertising' ' 
by the inerrancy faction. 

Southwestern Seminary president 
Dilday claimed several months ago that 

an organization and mailing list for the 
inerrancy faction were being main­
tained on a personal .computer by Judge 
Paul Pressler of Houston, Tex., one of 
the key leaders of that faction , Caven­
der reported. But when asked directly 
by the editor of the Indiana Baptist if 
this were so, Pressler "emphatically 
and categorically denied" the charge . 

Last month, Cavender continued, im­
mediate past SBC president Jimmy 
Draper of Euless, Tex. "admitted" in 
an interview ' 'that there was an organi­
zation maintained on Paul Pressler' s 
personal computer. ' ' 

''I have a hard time dealing with this , 
with people who do not tell the truth," 
Cavender declared. 

"Our convention is being destroyed 
by deliberate , deceitful, dishonest 
methods of doing business. They are 
making words about the Bible higher 
than the Bible itself, ' ' he injected. 

Cavender suggested that the iner­
rancy movement has two targets - the 
seminaries and the Baptist press , in­
cluding the Baptist state papers. 

'' I pray Southern Baptists will get 
back to walking the dusty road of min­
istry instead of standing in the temple 
and arguing over the meaning of 
Genesis," he concluded. 

Several prominent Kentucky Baptist 
pastors also appeared on the Baptist 
heritage rally program with the three 
key speakers in Louisville. They in­
cluded William Powell Tuck, St. Mat­
thews Church, Louisville; Richard 
Bridges, First Church, Bowling Green; 
H. Gary Coltharp, First Church, 
Madisonville; Bill Messer, First 
Church, Ashland; and James B. Lewis , 
Westport Road Church, Louisville, and 
president of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

There are ways-to follow the action, 
even if you aren't going to Dan.ws 

by James H. Cox, Associate Editor 

Kentucky Baptists will have at least 
nine opportunities across the state to 
view the Southern Baptist Convention 
in Dallas, Tex. June 11-13 via live tele­
vision coverage, for the very first time. 

An announcement was made last 
week by W. Mark Snowden, director of 
the KBC Media Department, Middle­
town, that gavel-to-gavel coverage to be 
telecast by the Baptist Telecommuni­
cation Network (BTN) will be available 
in several Kentucky locations. 

On-camera anchors for the coverage 
include Gomer R. Lesch, senior BTN 
consultant, Telecommunications De­
partment, Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville , and Richard T. Mc­
Cartney, editor of Oklahoma's Baptist 
Messenger, Oklahoma City. 

Sites in the commonwealth offering 
free coverage include the following 
locations: 

• Kentucky Baptist Building, Mid­
dletown 

• Elkhorn Baptist Association of­
fices , Lexington 

• Pulaski Baptist Association offices, 
Somerset 

• Northern Kentucky Baptist Conva­
lescent Center, Newport 

• Briensburg [Ky.) Baptist Church 
• First Baptist Church, Paducah 
• Immanuel Baptist Church, 

Paducah 
• Southern Baptist Theological Semi­

nary channel, Louisville 
• Severns Valley Baptist Church, 

Elizabethtown 
The historic telecast featuring live 

coverage of the convention for the very 
first time begins Tuesday, June 11 at 
9:30 a.m. EDT. It will conclude Thurs­
day, June 13 at 5:30 p.m. EDT. There 
will be night sessions Tuesday and 
Wednesday, although there is no after­
noon session Wednesday. 

Nominating speeches for candidates 
for president, and the election of the 
president, are scheduled to begin at 
2:40 p.m. Tuesday. This session is ex­
pected to draw most attention during 
the week. 

Other convention highlights to be 
televised on BTN include the presi- -
dent 's and convention sermon address­
es; reports by convention boards, agen­
cies , institutions and commissions; 
election of strategic presidential-ap­
pointed committees of the convention; 
adoption of a $130 million Cooperative 
Program budget; prayer, music and in­
spirational messages; and presentation 
and adoption of resolutions. 

Lloyd Elder, Baptist Sunday School 
Board president , compared the annual 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention to a "vast town hall meeting." 

He said the Sunday School Board ''is 
pleased to bring this significant event 
to Southern Baptists. Extreme dis­
tances and financial considerations 
which in the past have prevented many 
from personally witnessing the denomi­
nation's annual meetings can be O\'.'er­
come this year to provide a new sense 
of identity for many more Southern 
Baptists.' ' 

In announcing the Kentucky access 
Snowden remarked, "Now Kentucky 
Baptists have an opportunity to see the 
convention as it happens. Southern 
Baptists in Kentucky want to be in­
formed. This telecast will allow them to 
participate in the life and work of our 
annual convention. ' ' 

BTN will telecast the convention 
sessions unscrambled on channel 21 of 
Spacenet I satellite, located at 120 de­
grees west . 

In addition to perhaps 30,000 mes­
sengers and 10,000 visitors and observ­
ers expected to gather in Dallas for the 
annual meeting, about 200 Southern 
Baptist churches and other entities in 
26 states have offered their facilities for 
public viewing of the telecasts. 
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Who will it be? 

The Baptist heritage rally in Louisville last week (see 
page 1, this issue) and the five statewide meetings 
held by La Verne Butler and William Hancock puts 

· into .sharp contrast the polarization now apparent 
among us as Southern Baptists. It is a polarization 
which has hardened as the time for the convention 
draws near. 

Roy Honeycutt, C.R. Daley and Norman Cavender 
represent what has been the viewpoint of persons in 
charge of convention affairs prior to 1979. They were 
principal speakers at the Louisville rally and stated 
the moderate position. Butler and Hancock represent 
persons who have assumed new positions of power 
and are now calling the shots for Southern Baptists in 
election of agency- and institution trustees. These men 
articulated the inerrantist position. 

Each side claims to believe the Bible and each side 
is convinced of the rightness of its position. Each side 
is convinced of the leadership of God in the position 
taken. The Bil?le is believed by all Baptists, including 
those who now lead both factions in the current 
struggle. The rub comes when one is asked to define 
what he means by belief in the Bible .. 

On one side are those who use the word "inerrant" 
which they interpret to mean every word in the 
"original autographs" was exactly what God wanted 
written. On the other side are those. who believe 
everything the Bible says about itself and that the 
Bible is ''truth without mixture of error,'' written by 
men who were inspired by God. 

The upshot of this whole mess is that the Bible is 
being used to mask the real issue. The real issue is 
control of the SBC through election of a president who 
in tum appoints committees which then select for 
election persons who ultimately determine the 
direction of our agencies and institutions. 

It is politics. No amount of pious denial can change 
that fact. The outs want in, the ins want to stay in. 
Any student of the SBC knows that politics has always 
been a part of convention life, just as politics is part of 
all life. There is nothing wrong in political usage. 
That is how humans get things done. The real 
difference now is that the inerrantists have a carefully 
orchestrated agenda and a closely knit organization to 
assure victory and achieve their own ends. The 
moderates have never had such tools to use but are 
just beginning to learn how to put together such an 
organization. 

The Bible is the smoke screen and many Baptists 
have bought the idea that all Baptist schools, 
especially the seminaries, hold the Bible in contempt 
and do not believe it is the authoritative word of God. 

How any sincere Baptist could say that, much less 
believe it, is the great mystery of this whole affair. 
The life and ministry pf thousands of men and 
women, working in the churches and on the mission 
fields around the world, testifies to the regard and 
love for the Bible which they learned ·more deeply in 
one of our schools. 

The Baptist heritage rally in Louisville articulated 
the central issue to be decided by convention 
messengers. That issue is: Do Southern Baptists want 
a convention under the control of persons who insist 
that there is only one way to view the Bible and only 

-one way to interpret the meaning of inspiration, or do 
Southern Baptists want a convention where each 
believer is granted freedom to respond to the Holy 
Spirit and interpret for himself not only what the 
Bible says but also what the Bible is? 

It is a matter of control. Whom do Southern 
Baptists want in control of agencies and institutions? 

Unfortunately the question can be decided only 
through presidential'elections, which are overlaid 
with emotion and political pressures and are seldom 
ent!:)red into with thoughtful, prayerful consideration 
by the mess~ngers : -

If Charles Stanley wins in Dallas the inerrantists · ·;' 
will sfrengthen their Jiold on conventio:t;t ·agencies and 
institutions. If the recently announced candidate 
Winfred Moore wins in Dallas the moderates will · 
regain some of what they believe has been lost. 

Who will it be, Stanley or Moore? 

One of these men represents a drive for control of 
the convention and a restructuring of Southern 
Baptist life. Thousands of Baptists believe he is God's 
gift to Southern Baptists. 

The other man represents the historic practice of 
autonomy and cooperative missions as the Baptist 
way, and thousands of Baptists believe he is God's 
man for the hour. 

Both believe the Bible. Both represent thousands of 
Baptists who also believe the Bible. Election of either 
of them will assure a president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention who believes the Bible. 

The Bible, then, is not the issue, nor has it ever 
been the issue. The issue is control of the SBC. The 
messengers in Dallas, by their vote for one or the 
other of these men, will determine the direction of 
convention life. 

Surely it is a time for deep soul searching and 
fervent prayer that the God of us all will give direction 
so desperately needed among us. 

~ -. ~ I i 
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baptist news in brief 
Winfred Moore, "tool" 
of liberals, Patterson says 

Inerrantist leader Paige Patterson has 
called Amarillo, Tex. pastor Winfred 
Moore a "tool" of liberals, according to 
Associated Press. 

Moore will be nominated for presi­
dent of the 14.3 million member South­
ern Baptist Convention at the annual 
meeting of the SBC in June. Patterson, 
associate pastor of the 25,000 member 
First Baptist Church, Dallas, is support­
ing the reelection of the incumbent , 
Charles Stanley, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Atlanta. . 

The Associated Press story quoted 
Patterson as describing Moore, pastor 
of First Baptist Ch,urch of Amarillo and 
president of the 2.3 million member 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, 
as a "tool" for "liberals" such as Rus­
sell Dilday, president of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, Tex. 

"I don 't think he's a liberal, but he's 
being used by them," Patterson report­
edly told the congregation at Fletcher 
Emanuel Baptist Church in the south­
east Texas town of Lumberton. During 
the May 12 meeting, Patterson also 
asked the people to pray for the South­
ern Baptist Convention which holds its 
annual meeting June 11-13 in Dallas. 

Moore , in a telephone interview with 
the Associated Press, defended his cre­
dentials. ''The people in Amarillo 
who've known me for the past 25 years 
would tell you that I would not be used 
by anybody and I don't intend to be," 
he said. (BP) 

Dunn and Valentine 
oppose D .C. office 
Leaders of two Southern Baptist Con­
vention-rela~ed agencies with direct ties 
to Washington have voiced strong sup­
port for a recommendation which op­
poses establishment of a Southern Bap­
tist " governmental affairs office" in the 
nation's capital. 

James M. Dunn, executive director of 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, and Foy V~entine, executive 
director of the Christian Life Commis­
sion, expressed hope messengers to the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Dallas 
June 11-13 will support the recommen­
dation to be brought by the conven­
tion's Executive_ Committee. 
. A motion from last year 's convention 

in Kansas City, Mo. , which was re­
ferred to the Executive Committee, 
proposed the establishment of a South­
ern Baptist office in Washington which 
would ''address public and governmen­
tal affairs . " 

Following extensive study of the 
matter by its program and budget sub­
committee, the full Executive Commit­
tee voted in February to "affirm SBC's 
historic relationship to the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs." A gov­
ernment affairs office in Washington 
exclusively related to the SBC ' 'does 
not appear practicable," the Executive 
Committee recommendation noted. 

The Kansas City motion came in the 
midst of intense pressure on the Baptist 
Joint Committee over the agency's 
steadfast opposition to a public school 
prayer amendment backed by the 
Reagan administration. Much of the 
criticism contended that positions taken 
by the BJC in recent years have not 
represented the majority opinion of 
Southern Baptists. 

Dunn noted, however, " every single 
position statement ' ' adopted by the 
BJC during th1r last six years has been 
'unariiinQ"4~;; 'Y~~tj r~fl~f~S,. '. 'fµll . ~q . 

complete support" of the committee's 
Southern Baptist members . 

Valentine, who has directed the 
Christian Life Commission for 25 years, 
said a new Southern Baptist office in 
Washington would necessarily create · 
' 'serious conflicts' ' and confusion 
related to the agency's convention­
assigned programs. 

The CLC is reponsible for education 
and action in areas such as Christian 
citizenship, family life, economics, race 
relations , gambling, world hunger, 
pornography and alcohol and drug 
a,buse. In recent years the scope of the 
agency's work has led to increased con­
centration in the nation'~ capital. (BP) 

Baptist Laity ·Journal 
planned by ex-president 
Owen Cooper of Yazoo City, Miss., the 
last layman to be elected president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, and 
John Baugh, chairman of the board of 
Sysco Corporation in Texas, have an­
nounced plans to publish a new periodi­
cal, The Baptist Laity Journal. 
. Cooper told the Baptist Record, 
newsjournal of the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention, he hopes the first issue will 
be out sometime in May, prior to the 
June SBC meeting in Dallas. 

"We hope it would be a voice ofrec­
onciliation," said Cooper. "There is a 
group of us who feel like we want to use 
the voice of the pew in bringing 
together the diverse points among 
Southern Baptists, " he said, "recog­
nizing there will be diversity but 
maintaining unity in the areas of evan­
gelism, missions, Christian education, 
stew_ardship and discipling or equipping 
the saints." 

Cooper indicated much of the plan­
ning was yet ahead for the new publi­
cation, such as compilation of a mailing 
list. He said the first issue is being 
edited largely by ·James Cole, former 
editor of the Louisiana Baptist Message 
and current executive vice president of 
the Baylor University Alumni Associa­
tion in Waco, Tex. 

Baugh, a member of Second Baptist 
Church, Houston, announced at a San 
Antonio, Tex. meeting in early May 
that the periodical will be designed ''to 
inform Southern Baptist laity and to 
protect and preserve traditional Baptist 
doctrines. '' A statement of purpose, 
written by Baugh, noted that in the 
current crisis, "one voice has been 
silent, that of the laity. As major stock­
holders of the Convention, it is impera­
tive the laity let their voices be heard 
above the roar of the raging storm.'' 
(BP) 

Resolutions chairman 
outlines SBC plans 
"I hope the resolutions committee can 
be a catalyst that would in some way 
bring the convention together in a spirit 
of harmony, '' said Larry Lewis, chair­
man of the resolutions committee for 
the 1985 annual meeting of the South­
ern Baptist Convention. Lewis, presi­
dent of Hannibal-LaGrange College in 
Hannibal, Mo., added: ''If there is a 
·hot seat in the convention, I know I am 
going to be sitting on it ." 
. In recep.t years, the work of the res_o­
lutions committee has increased dra­
mati~ally, J:>~th in volume and volatile 
issµes ., Pr~liminary indications are the 
1985 convention should see a record 

· number,of resolutions on issues ranging 
from women's ordination to depolitici-

. zat1on of tlie SBC to support/censure of 
the six SBC seminaries. 

1 1 
., • ~ t~e l~~.~. ~han two weeks since , , , , , , 

Lewis' appointment as chairman of the 
committee was announced, some 15 or 
20 resolutions have been received at his 
office at the Missouri Baptist Conven­
tion-related school. An additional six 
proposed resolutions have been re­
ceived at the Executive Committee 
offices in Nashville, Tenn . 

Under newly adopted SBC by-laws, 
persons who plan to present resolutions 
at the convention are requested to sub­
mit copies of the proposed resolutions 
to the committee 30 days in .advance of 
the annual meeting '' in order to make 
possible more thorough consideration 
and to expedite-the ce:rµmittee '. s work." 
. " -¥ost .of tµe resoh,1.tions we have re-_ 
c~i\.:ed re.late -to partjctdar seminary _ 
situations," Levyis .said.'"They suggest 
the ·convention ought to affirm this . 
president or that president or this insti­
tution or that one. Others suggest a 
certain president or institution be cen­
sured. There seems to be a lot of con­
cern in the convention now about the 
seminaries. " 

According to Reginald McDonough, 
an Executive Committee staff member 
who relates to the resolutions commit­
tee, topics addressed in the proposed 

· resolutions received in Nashville ·deal 
with depoliticization of the convention 
and women's ordination. McDonough 
cautioned that even though resolutions 
are submitted to the convention prior to 
the annual session, they still must be 
presented by a registered messenger 

, after the convention has started. 
Persons who wish to submit resolu­

tions in advance should send them to 
Larry Lewis, c/o the SBC Executive 
Committee, 901 Commerce #750, 
Nashville, TN 37203. (BP) 

Tellers, credential~ 
committees appointed 
The tellers and credentials committees 
have been appointed for the 1985 
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, June 11-13, in the Dallas 
Convention Center. · 

SBC president Charles Stanley an­
nounced the appointment of the creden­
tials committee, while SBC registration 
secretary Lee Porter released the 
names of the .tellers committee. 

Stanley, as president, appoints both 
committees. The credentials committee 
is appointed by the convention presi­
dent ''in consultation with the vice 
presidents, " while the tellers body is 
named by the president, ' 'in consulta­
tion with the registration secretary.' ' 

The credentials committee, according 
to the SBC by-laws, ''shall review and 
rule upon any questions which may 
arise in registration concerning the cre­
dentials of messengers . '' The 26 mem­
ber group also considers "any conten­
tion arising on the floor (of the conven­
tion) concerning seating of messengers. 

The tellers committee, made up of 13 
members, is responsible for tabulating 
any vote taken by ballot during the 
cori'Vention. 

A Kentuckian was named to each of 
the committees. Max D. Hester, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church, Irvine, was 
appointed to the credentials committee. 
Bonnie White of Louisville, a member 
of First Baptist Church,, Prospect, will 
be on the tellers committee (BP) 

LAUREL LAKE BAPTIST CAMP located in the beau­
tiful hills of southeastern Kentucky will begin its 
summer camping season June 17 and run thru 
August 2. Camp is open for Grades 3 thru 12. In 
addition, facilities are available for retreats. church 
picnics. homecomings. etc. For further information 
call or write us at: Laurel Lake Baptist Camp, Route 6 
Box 464. CorbirJ, KY 40701: Phone 606-528-3522. 

' 'I I r r~'.' ◄ .) _r,~..i ,' . - 2',-'2~1t 
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President 
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Worth remembering 
Paul advises us in Phil . 3:13 to forget 
' 'those things which are behind.' ' 
However, the arrival of Memorial Day 
urges us to remember. This leads me to 
believe there are some things worth re­
membering while others should be for­
gotten. 

However, Memorial Day reminds us 
it is sometimes a sin to forget . On this 
day we honor American servicemen 
who gave their lives for their country. 
In recent days we as. a nation have 
looked back four decades to the conclu­
sion of World War II, two decades to 
the beginning of the Vietnam conflict 
and one decade since that conflict 
ended. No true American patriot can 
fail to honor those who have served and 
those who have died in the service of 

. their country. 
Christians ought to periodically ob­

serve a memorial day in their own lives. 
I am convinced our enemy is often at 
work in our memory. Memory is de­
fined as the ability to keep a mental 
record of earlier experiences. Tyrone 
Edwards observes, "The secret to a 
good memory is attention and attention 
to a subject depends upon our interest 
in it. We rarely forget that which has 
made a deep impression on our 
minds." 

Moses challenged the Israelites, 
''Thou shalt remember all the way 
which the L9rd thy God led thee these 
40 years in the wilderness." (Deut . 
8:2). I am convinced God wants us to 
remember certain events and experi­
ences in our lives and to remember ·. · 
certain truths we have learned along 
life's way. 

We should remember how God has 
saved us from our sins, our circum­
stances and-ourselves. We should re­
member how God has worked in our 
lives since we came to know him. We 
should remember the goodness and 
mercy of God which has followed us all 
the days of our lives. 

We should remember the trials and 
afflictions God allowed us to go through 
(Ps. 119:71) in order that we might · 
grow and become stronger. We should 
remember the special people in our 
lives who have been there to minister in 
times of stress and trouble. 

Finally, we should remember how 
special we are to God, how he loves us 
and what a privilege it is to be his 
children. How wonderful it is to follow 
him and to be thought worthy to be of 
use in his service. And what joy·to 
remember he has· prepared a place of 
beauty and love where we shall go to be 
with hini foi:eyej~a( tn~ -PlQ~°e; o( tllt=i 'cfpy J; 



WESTERN RECORDER, MAY 28, 1985, 4 

baptist news in brief 

Eldred M. ~aylor 
keeuthle Dlreaor 
JO,OJ Shefllyvllle Road 
Mufdletown, Kr 40243 

homes 
for 
children 
Bittersweet 
Graduation time is bittersweet because 
there is joy and sadness, laughter and 
tears, good-bye and hello. There is joy 
in reaching a significant milestone for 
which one has worked, but there is 
sadness in parting with friends. How­
ever, graduation is a positive time in 
spite of the bitter that comes with the 
sweet. 

Spring Meadows has just held their 
recognition banquet and Glen Dale will 
hold theirs on June 4. These are special 
times on the campuses. The graduating 
seniors are given special recognition, as 
well as others who have made signifi­
cant progress. It is a fun time when the 
youth and their workers show special 
love and care for each other. 

Then high school seniors living with 
us will graduate this spring. Four are 
from Spring Meadows. Genean Broma­
gen, who has lived with us about four 
years, will enter Thelma Vocational 
School and train for food services and 
possibly as a nurse's aide. Shellie 
Brown has been with us about 18 
months . She has a job working in a 
doctor 's office. James Little has lived 
with us just over four years and will go 
to New York to live with his father and 
seek work. Mike Williams, who has 
been on campus only a few months, will 
enter the University.of Kentucky on a 
full scholarship in the fall. Mike recent­
ly was the speaker for Youth Week in 
his church. 

Spring Meadows has found a way to 
provide a transitional living arrange­
ment on campus for some of these 
young people. This will give them 
guidance and stability as they move 
into independent living. 

Glen Dale will have three high school 
graduates. Michelle Holland plans to 
attend college. Allen Hash will enter 
military service. Betty Alcorn will enter 
vocational training to become a nurse's 
aide. 

Three youth from Baptist foster 
homes are also graduating. Nancy Eddy 
will go to Sullivan Junior College of 
Business. Gayle Eddy will work with his 
foster family in the contracting business 
and attend trade school. Jerry Griffith 
will enter vocational school in computer 
training with a goal of going to Western 
University. 

The bittersweet of joy and sadness is 
summed up by our graduate Mike 
Williams of Spring Meadows, "To all 
the staff and youth of Spring Meadows 
I l!i!_ave the joys, the tears, the frustra-

Foreign Board names 
two new directors 
Timothy T. Brendle, a former mission­
ary to Haiti, and Mary Jane Anderson, 
a computer systems consultant, have 
been named to direct departments at 
the Foreign Mission Board. 

Brendle, for the past year manager of 
career orientation for the board, will 
become director of the missionary 
learning department June 1. Anderson, 
a consultant with a Richmond manage­
ment consulting firm, began directing 
the newly created data systems devel­
opment department May 20. 

Brendle will oversee the entire 
missionary orientation program and the 
program for veteran missionaries' con­
tinuing education at the Cauthen Mis­
sionary Learning Center in Rockville, 
Va. He replaces Sam James, who was 
named area director-elect for east Asia 
effective June 1. 

Brendle and his wife Ava were ap­
pointed missionaries in 1978 and 
worked in Haiti before coming to the 
home office in 1981. From then until 
March 1984 he worked primarily to de­
velop projects for long-term hunger 
relief with missionaries and national 
leaders. He is from Drexel, N. C. 

Mrs. Anderson will help beef up staff 
and computer hardware and software 
capability for a whole range of applica­
tions, including mission financing and 
accounting, general mission 
information, personnel information and 
data for special projects such as urban 
evangelism studies. 

She most recently worked as a con­
sultant with Coopers and Lybrand, an 
accounting and consulting firm in Rich­
mond. As a consultant in the financial 

and management accounting systems 
group, she worked extensively in finan­
cial systems analysis, design, imple­
mentation and auditing for private 
companies as well as non-profit and 
government agencies. (BP) 

Mission leaders meet 
June 9-10 in Dallas 
The Southern Baptist Conference of 
Directors of Missions meets June 9-10 
at Central Expressway Inn, Dallas, 
Tex., immediately prior to the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

The three-session program under the 
theme ''The Director of Missions­
Who? How? " will look at basic infor­
mation for the job . (BP) 

Willow Meadows vetoes 
blackmail by inerrantists 
In response to ' ' those in the denomi­
nation who would withhold their finan­
cial contributions for obviously political 
reasons," Willow Meadows Baptist 
Church in Houston voted to immedi­
ately increase the church's gift through 
the Cooperative Program from 10 per­
cent to 13 percent. 

Acting on a resolution of "concern 
and recommitment'' presented by 
George Gaston, pastor, the congrega­
tion overwhelmingly approved an im­
mediate increase in funding of the Co­
operative Program and a systematic in­
crease to 20 percent during the next 
three years. 

The resolution also said: "Our gifts 
to the cause of cooperative missions will 
be given regardless of who is elected 
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"Serving Those Who Serve the Lord" 
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president of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention in the coming years; and, . .. 
we call upon all Southern Baptists to 
join us in recommitting ourselves to a 
lifestyle devoid of threats and manipu­
lative political activity, and a renewed 
investment of our lives and resources to 
the cause of Christ through the South­
ern Baptist Convention." 

''The increase in Cooperative Pro­
gram gifts will be a sacrifice for my 
church," said Gaston, "but I already 
have had several individuals say they 
are going to increase their tithe. One 
man said he was increasing his by 50 
percent. " (BP) 

Three named to posts 
by Home Mission Board 
Home Mission Board directors elected 
two new staff members for the Atlanta 
based agency during their May meeting 
and confirmed the election of another 
new staff member earlier approved by 
mail poll. 

The HMB executive committee elect­
ed Ronald W. Loftis of Fayetteville, 
N. C. , as assistant director of .church 
and community ministries; David Mor­
gan of Des Moines, Ia., as assistant 
director of the HMB church loans divi­
sion; and William F . Reed of Atlanta as 
assistant director of the board's loan 
servicing department. 

In other action the board appointed 
four missionaries, six missionary asso­
ciates and two church planter appren­
tices and upgraded one person from 
missionary associate to missionary sta­
tus . Sixty persons were approved to 
receive church, language and field pas­
toral assistance. (BP) 

Reunion for Ridgecrest 
staffers set during SBC 

A reunion for people who were Ridge­
crest staffers in the early 1950s will be 
held during the Southern Baptist Con­
vention in Dallas. 

The reunion will be Wednesday, 
June 12 at Grenelefe Hotel (Skyview 
Cafe), 1011 South Akard St., at 5 p.m. 
The hotel is within walking distance 
from the convention center. 

For further information call (214) 
239-3278 or (214) 826-5873. 

PITNEY BOWES 235 COPIER. Extra paper and sup­
plies. Ideal for small office or church. 606-236-3954. 

4-21-21 

LIFEGUARD WANTED: Christian woman needed for 
G.A./Acteens Camp June 17, 1985 thru August 9, 
1985. $75.00/wk plus room and board. Would be 
expected to participate in other areas of camp pro­
gram. Inquire: Ky. W.M.U. - Cathy Howle 502-245-
4101 . 5-14-21 

Church Systems Corp. 

870 Corporate Drive, Suite 400 
Lexington, Kentucky 40503 
Phone: 606-223-4321 

Specializing in Church 
Building Sei-, •ices 

• New Church Construction 
• Church Remodeling 
• Construction Management 

"E.Tcept thP Lord /mild the hou.~e. 
thP?1 lahour in min that build it." 

ODELL LEIGH Pre.~ident 
I NORMAN LEIGH V.P. of Engineering 
1 DENVIS BROWN V.P. of Construction 
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baptist forum 
Last week's paper [May 21) carried a 
letter by Allen Harrod, Bellevue, with a 
misleading headline, "It's 0. K. to 
escrow funds.'' That was not Mr. Har­
rod's intention, and we apologize for 
any embarrassment it may have 

caused.-Editor 

Blessings from heartbreak 

One of the most comforting aspects of 
my faith is the assurance that God can 
bring good out of evil (see Gen. 50:20). 
It is a miracle which he still performs 
daily and at times this thought is my 
only consolation. The present contro­
versy among Baptists is heartbreaking 
to most of us, but several blessings 
have already emerged from it for me. 

When asked to be a member of the 
board of directors for the Center for 
Women in Ministry I asked fot time to 
think and pray about it. I searched out 
and studied the words of Paul with a 
new fervor, I read all the commentaries 
I could find, prayed for enlightenment 
and discussed the matter with friends 
in the faith of differing opinions. And, 
glory of glories, when I came to a con­
clusion as to what God wanted me to 
do, no one had the right to tell me I was 
wrong. And no one could say I could no 
longer call myself a Baptist. 

All of us are being called as never 
before to examine our faith and come to 
an understanding of exactly what it 
means to be a Baptist. Surely this has 
rarely been set forth more eloquently 
than in Norman Cavender's "Where 
have all the Baptists gone?'' I have 
never felt so grateful for and proud of 
my religious affiliation as I did after 
reading this ·speech':' He artfoulated 

- . ~ '·- t ·.... -· , • ~. . • 

feelings and convictions I had long held 
but never fully appreciated. 

Such terms as ''the priesthood of the 
believer," "soul competency," and 
''the autonomy of the local church'' are 
not just empty phrases. They signify 
that a large and effective body of be­
lievers is united on the premise that no 
person lies when alone with God in a 
prayer closet and that any rational per­
son can study the word of God, ask for 
guidance from the Holy Spirit and sep­
arate right from wrong. This calls forth 
the highest and best in the individual, 
and what more can be said for any 
religion? 

God speaks to us all in different 
ways, hoping-we'll tell each other. 
Sharing what we think God has said is 
part of our heritage. So is disagreeing 
on the finer points. 

Elaine Shaffer Parker, Louisville 

A Christian gentleman 

Fifty-one years at Southern Seminary in 
Louisville! I was there three years when 
my father was a student, three years 
when I was a student and I spent 45 
years trying to keep Mary and Joseph 
out of the manger: '' And they came 
and found Mary and Joseph and the 
Babe-lying in the manger.'' 

I've known all the presidents of 
Southern Seminary except Boyce and 
Broadus; three presidents have been in 
my classes. Some 6000 Southern Bap­
tists have been in my classes. 

The following presidents of the 
Southern Baptist Convention have been 
in my classes: Herschel Hobbs, K. 
Owen White, W. Wayne Dehoney, H. 
Franklin Paschall, W. A. Criswell, Carl 

.- . ~... - ' .. 

E. Bates and James L. Sullivan. 
I directed the music for five Southern 

Baptist conventions; I was in over 250 
revival meetings-several with George 
W. Truett. I should recognize a 
Southern Baptist when I see one. 

Recently my wife and I spent a week 
in the home of Roy and June Honey­
cutt. May 3 I spoke in chapel at South­
ern Seminary-just six days before my 
90th birthday. I've known the Honey­
cutts since Roy's seminary days. He is 
a Christian gentleman, a loyal South­
ern-Baptist in the tradition of Boyce, 
Broadus and E . Y. Mullins. 

'Prof' Inman Johnson 

A seminary student's plea 

I am a 1983 ·graduate of Oklahoma Bap­
tist University and currently am a stu­
dent at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville. I became a Chris­
tian at the age of 18 in Portland, Ore., 
in a Southern Baptist Church. I moved 
to Oklahoma specifically to attend OBU. 
It was there under the guidance of such 
able professors as Laura Crouch, Gerry 
Gunnin, Dale Soden and others that I 
built a foundation for my faith to rest 
upon. It was there I was challenged to 
synthesize philosophy, religion and my 
own life experience into a living in this 
world as a Christian. It was there I 
found strength and encouragement to 
continue in my search for truth. 

I came to Southern Seminary because 
of such leaders as Bob Agee, Warren 
McWilliams and other Southern Semi­
nary graduates who I saw living and 
teaching within the context of a secure 
yet searching peace for them. It is here 
thad am being further _challenged to 

learn the Bible, love the Bible and live 
the Bible. It is here under the influence 
of Christian scholars such as Bill Leon­
ard, Edward Thornton, Richard 
Cunningham, Glen Stassen and others 
that I am witnessing the living out of a 
heritage of beliefs and values. 

I am grateful to Southern Baptists for 
all they have done for me. They have 
put me through school, helped me 
through the deepest struggles of my life 
and given me an example of the 
embodiment of agape love. Unfortu­
nately I am not proud that the meaning 
of all I have become as a person edu­
cated in Southern Baptist institutions 
and churches is being called into ques­
tion by groups of independent Baptists 
who are working openly to take over the 
very convention that has made my 
growth possible. 

I hope the messengers to Dallas will 
question the motives and methods they 
see there. I hope you will look beyond 
the shell of what will be staged for you 
and listen to the heart. Remember that 
there are many of us who attempt to 
serve God as best we can, like you, who 
are a product of the institutions being 
branded "liberal." I pray you will listen 
beyond what is said and respond in 
security rather than in fear that our 
heritage as Southern Baptists will be 
preserved. 

Alan Parker, Louisville 

§ann cA1(9. Co. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

CHURCH PEWS • PULPITS · CUSHIONS 
P.O. Box 291, St. Bethlehem, Tn. 37155, (615)552~520 
Upholstered Church Pews with Solid Oak Ends and Supports 

$25 a Linear Foot 

ALL ROADS LEAD TO 
JONATHAN 

CREEK 
JONATHAN CREEK 
BAPTIST ASSEMBLY 

BOX 418 
HARDIN, KY. 42048 

(502) 354-8355 

(For completing grades 4-12. 
A male church counselor will 
need to attend for every eight 

boys.) 

JUNE 24-28 

JULY 8-12 

JULY 15-19 

• 
LAD AND DAD WEEKEND 

(For completing grades 1:..3 with 
Dad or male adult) 

JULY 19-20 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
OR WRITE BROTHERHOOD DEPT., 
P.O. BOX 43433, MIDDLETOWN, 
KY. 40243. (502) 245-4101. 

CAMP 
IN 1985 

with camping, swimming, boating, Bible and Mission study, 
hiking and much more ... 

COST FOR FULL CAMP WEEK: $40 
COST FOR LAD AND DAD WEEKEND: $11.25 

RABRO 
CEDARMORE 

BAPTIST ASSEMBLY 
BOX37 

BAGDAD, KY. 40003 
(502) 747-8911 

(For completing grades 4-12) 

JUNE 17-21 
JUNE 24-28 

JULY 1-5 
JULY 8-12 
JULY 15-19 

JULY 29-AUG. 2 
AUG. 5-9 

• 
DAD AND LAD WEEKEND 

(For completing grades 1-3 with 
Dad or adult male) 

JUNE 28-29 
JULY 19-20 

PIONEER WEEK 

A special week for completed 
grades 7-1-2 to include more 

camping ·a.nd choices in group 
activity. 

JULY 22-26 

REGISTER EARLY! I I 
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A real harhership quartet 
by Vonnie Shelton, State Correspondent 

If Charles Hamilton gets a break during 
the day he likes to stand in the doorway 
of his barber shop in downtown Padu­
cah . He 's amused when strangers walk 
by, glance his way, and look back when 
the get down the street. Sometimes · 
they'll come back and ask, '' Aren't you 
Charlie Hamilton?" 

Hamilton, 69, is recognized by thou­
sands in a three-state area as the leader 
of the Hamilton Brothers Quartet. For 
27 years he has appeared with his 
group on Sunday mornings over 
WPSD-TV. 

As soon as the program is over each 
week he has 15 minutes to get across 
town to his home church, Oaklawn 
Baptist, in time for Sunday school. He 
-doesn't sit down for long, however. 
Hamilton started directing the music at 
Oaklawn shortly after he and his family 
joined the church 30 years ago. 

He still leads music in the morning 
service, directs adult choir practice 
Wednesday nights and is also chairman 
of the deacons. 

Hamilton said that throughout the 
years he has led the singing during 
' 'revival after revival'' in most of the 

Above, Charles Ham­
ilton, 69, is "busier 
than ever" at his Ar­
cade Barber Shop in 
Paducah. At right, he 
rehearses with the 
newest ''Hamilton 
Brothers Quartet'' 
for a weekly telecast 
(1-r]: Carl Page, 
Charles Quarles, 
Charles Hamilton, 
Gary McClellan, 
Jerry McGill . 

. ~ .. r.ri .,~ ... ,::/'J / f\"': ?. 

churches in west Kentucky. Serving 
with the Gideon organization takes time 
on weekends as well. 

He also has a hobby-cows. "My 
hobby is hauling , selling and raising 
cattle," he declares . 

He started the Hamilton Brothers 
Quartet shortly after World War II . The 
original group included two of his 
brothers 1ind a cousin. 

At one time the quartet sang on three 
different radio stations during the 
week. When the owners of one of those 
stations started WPSD-TV, Hamilton 
requested a spot for the group. The 
gospel music show premiered on tele­
vision when the station opened and has 
been on continuously since. 

The newest ' • Hamilton Brothers'' 
began a few weeks ago when the group 
was completely reorganized. Hamilton 
had been determined to go on with the 
quartet , even though he needed four 
new performers at the same time. 

"I felt like the Lord wanted me to," 
he emphasized. ''I felt like it was his 
will or I wouldn't have kept on at my 
age." Some phone calls came from men 
who wanted to jom him and the new 
group started within a week. 

The quartet requires hours of work 
for rehearsals, television performances 
and appearances at church homecom­
ings. Hamilton feels the rewards make 
it worthwhile , however. 

" People have been great to me," he 
stated. ' 'I enjoy talking to people and 
meeting people." He added, "I enjoy 
helping people. That's my life . " 

He relates how he 's often recognized 
when he visits nursing homes. Some­
times one of the residents will tell him, 
"You make my day!" He reflects, 
" What else could you want?" 

Hamilton describes another benefit of 
his TV work. • 'It helps me on my own 
church field, " he claims. He explains 
how many people that he visits for his 
church recognize him and say, "Oh, 
I've seen you on television." He be­
lieves he can "get into doors I might 
not get in otherwise as a result." 

Visitation with his church's outreach 
program takes about one night a 
month . There are other responsibilities 
as director of the Brotherhood group in 
his church and chairman of the West 
Union Association Brotherhood. 

Hamilton said in his own church "I 
hope I've been able to bless hearts and 
·to help win some souls." 

Ernest Carpenter, pastor at Oaklawn, 

stated Hamilton is ''well thought of'' in 
his church and described him as " out­
standing and committed.'' 

Quartet work rarely takes Hamilton 
away from responsibilities in his home 
church. Occasionally he does have to be 
away when he's leading the music for a 
revival service. 

Revival work is special to him. 
" Some oHhe greatest things that have 
happened in my ministry have been in 
revivals," he stated. 

One memory he cherishes is a service 
when he ·gave his testimony and sang 
his favorite gospel song, " lt'.s Real. " 
Later that evening seven people were 
saved. He declared, " That's what 
keeps you going!" 

When Hamilton was about 17 he 
started singing with his brothers and 
sisters. They drove to Rosebower 
Baptist Church in Reidland in a 1925 
Model T for their first appearance. He 
said both of his parents were good 
singers. 

Hamilton, his wife Jewell and son 
Larry moved from Marshall County to 
McCracken County during World War 
II. He worked in the Atlas Powder Co. 
before resuming his trade as a barber 
when the war was over. 

In 1959 he bought the Arcade Barber 
Shop where he continues to work five 
days every week. Business is ''better 
than it ever was" and he has no 
thoughts of retirement. 

A few years ago a heart attack did 
slow Hamilton down for a few weeks . 
He said it caused him to " look up and 
be thankful. '' 

"Right now I'm on the same old 
pace," he confessed. "The doctor told 
me I'd probably never sing again , but 
he didn 't know." Although Hamilton 
did give up teaching a Sunday school 
class and reduced the number of revi­
vals he hasn 't considered giving up any 
of his present activities . 

Hamilton explained that he tries to 
"keep out from under stress." He 
asserted, "I just do it . I just say, well, I 
think I can make it, and that's it. I try 
not to let it bother me." 

To keep up with his numerous activi­
ties he admitted he had to give up time 
with his family that he would have 
enjoyed . 

The Hamiltons often get together 
with their son, his wife Martha and 
their family on weekends . They also 
belong to Oaklawn Baptist Church, 
where 14-year-old Melinda sings in 
church specials. Two other grandchil­
dren are Barry, 8, and Lorenda who is 
married. 

Hamilton is grateful to his wife for 
the part she's had in his ministry. 
During more than 49 years of marriage 
she has taken on extra home respon­
sibilities to help him keep his busy 
pace . These tasks were added to her 
full schedule of church activities,volun­
teer work and a job she held for several 
years. 

Her husband acknowledged, 
''Without her I couldn't have done it. 
She's been alone a lot but we've 
worked it out real well .... She knows 
. . . what I feel the Lord has led me to 
d " 0. 

Hamilton believes God's purpose for 
his life is ''to try to bless and win 
others. That's where my main focus 
is.'' 

He added, ' 'I think he wants me to 
keep on singing. He gave me that 
talent, if I have any talent , for him and 
I'm singing•for hiin .''.'-', • '·.·. . 

JamesH. Cox 
Assodate Editor 

fourth 
estate 
'Mom' & 'Dad' Weeks 
Here's a trivia question: How many of 
you attended Ridgecrest sometime be­
tween 1951-67? Another: How many 
were on the summer staff any of those 
years? There were 7000 different indi­
viduals as staffers. I was one of them, 
for five consecutive summers. 

Those where the days when a soft 
spoken white haired gentleman wel­
comed you on the first night of your 
conference week (Thursdays) and led 
you in singing in the dining hall, albeit 
a little off key: 

Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul, 
Thank you, Lord, for making me whole; 
Thank you, Lord, for giving to me Thy 
great salvation so full and free I 

It was Willard K. Weeks, whom 
staffers lovingly called 'Daddy' Weeks. 
Ah, do you remember? 

As a tenderfoot , I stood in awe of this 
man who manifest such a kind, gentle 
disposition toward people. 

I remember that he welcomed new 
Ridgecrest guests with, "We have 400 
some odd staffers here to serve you, " 
and we often wondered aloud who the 
odd ones were. He dressed in suit, 
white shirt and tie every single day, 
and does so now 18 years after retire­
ment. He was businesslike, yet humble. 

He and his companion of 58 years, 
Zelma ('Mom' to us), retired in Black 
Mountain, N. C., three miles from 
Ridgecrest. They never had children of 
their own, but did a pretty good job of 
helping raise other people's kids. 

In "retirement" they didn't quit, 
serving several more years at three 
other summer assemblies. In all, they 
chalked up 52 years of serving Southern 
Baptists at various summer encamp­
ments. 

So many, many times 'Mom' took the 
microphone from 'Daddy' Weeks in the 
staff dining hall as he made announce­
ments before mealtime. She 'd say, 
" Willard, tell the kids we' re glad 
they're here! " He dutifully responded, 
and 400 of Us roared appreciatively. 

Both the W eekses developed serious 
physical problems in late 1984. I visited 
him again the first of January. At 85, 
he was just home from the hospital and 
weak. By his chair, as always, was a big 
stack of love letters from former staff­
ers around the globe. He could recall 
what year a person served at Ridgecrest 
in those 17 summers, where the staffer 
was now, who he married, how many 
children he had. No loss of memory 
here. 

Meanwhile, 'Mom' lay in an Ashe~ 
ville hospital in a coma. Both he and I 
felt she would nonast long. Five days 
later, she went to her eternal reward. 

Perhaps, when we all reach eternity, 
some day there'll be a staff reunion in 
the sky. And I think none of us will be 
even a little surprised 'to hear 'Mom' 
say, '_'Willard, tell the kids we're ~la,4,. , 
they'rehere!" · ' 
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Those who have everything to lose 
by Robert Parham 

Hope for survival is being taken from 
vast numbers of famine stricken Afri­
cans. Governmental actions and in­
actions are moving the crisis from bad 
to worse. 

Like an eroding beachhead the tide of 
social forces is simply too powerful for 
the powerless Africans to overcome. 
These starving people are victims of 
brutality, benign neglect and baneful 
laws. -

Recent reports in the Washington 
Post, based upon stories by the London 
Observer and the British Broadcasting 
Co., describe the brutality of a massive 
evacuation of the largest famine relief 
camp in Ethiopia and a forced march 
across the country's rugged mountain­
ous land. 

Having burned down the grass huts 
of the relief center the government 
soldiers are herding an estimated 
50,000 people to areas anywhere from­
three to 14 days away. Weakness, ill­
ness and exposure may kill up to one­
half the malnourished marchers. 

In addition, nations which pledged in 
March to provide food for Africa are not 
keeping their promises. The United Na­
tions Food and Agriculture Organiza­
tion reports that only 42 percent of the 
food pledges have been delivered. 

Six of the most critically affected na­
tions (Chad, Ethiopia, Mali, Mozam­
bique, Niger and Sudan) face a "major 
disaster" if the food pledges are not 
kept in the next six weeks. Public 

promises are not filling empty plates 
and this benign neglect can lead only to 
deeper despair and multiplied deaths. 

A third blow is being dealt by two 
baneful amendments to the United 
States Foreign Assistance Act which 
allow U. S. aid money to be spent on 
food for Ethiopia but not on distribu­
tion of the food . 

Sixty percent of the food aid deliv­
ered to Ethiopia has not been distrib­
uted. A literal mountain of food sits at 
Ethiopian ports because the country 
does not have enough trucks to distrib­
ute the grain. Paradoxically, U. S. aid 
cannot be used to purchase vehicles for 
distribution. 

The Hickenlooper and Brooke amend­
ments keep the U.S. government from 
giving anything but humanitarian aid to 
nations which have failed to pay their 
debts to America. Humanitarian aid in­
cludes food aid but not aid for trucks, 
food for work programs and rebuilding 
farms. The aid keeps people alive, if it 
can get to them, but it does not help 
them to reestablish their self reliant 
livelihoods. 

Cruelty, unkept promises and strict­
ly enforced but unhumanitarian laws 
are conspiring against those who have 
everything to lose, but are powerless to 
change their plight. 

Robert Parham is director of hunger 
concerns for the Christian Life Com­
mission of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, Nashville. 

" An old man, eyes clogged shut by disease and dust from the parched earth, allows 
volunteer nurse Sally Jones to examine him at the Southern Baptist feeding-health 
care center in Rabel, Ethiopia. Many old people flock to the center for treatment. 
Some have come to die because they have no hope. But as word of the Southern 
Baptist relief effort there spreads, more have hope of staying alive until rain comes 
and crops can grow again. 

A stitch in time, 
by Suzanne Darland, State Correspondent 

It began as an idea to raise money for 
the American Heart Association. 

A thousand hours and hundreds of 
thousands of stitches later the idea took 
form as a red and white heart-themed 
quilt that will be framed and hung at 
the Baptist Convalescent Center, a 
ministry of Northern Kentucky Baptist 
Association. 

Center staff members, residents and 
their families and members of churches 
in the association made the 30 blocks 
and stitched them together into the 
bed-sized quilt. 

In the process some nonquilters 
learned the craft and a number of wives 
and daughters of patients got to know 
staff members better. Much .better. 

"It's been a good togetherness 
thing," chuckled Laura Burnette, direc­
tor of activities at the center. "It's 
brought us closer together. ' ' 

And because of all the time they've 
put into the quilt those connected with 
the center decided to keep it, rather 
than auction it off as they'd planned 
originally. 

"We decided we would appreciate it 
more than anyone else could," ex~ 
plained Miss Burnette. 

So the word went out for donations 
toward a $1000 goal for the Heart As­
sociation. 

They came in. Woman's Missionary 
Union groups, Sunday school classes, 
pastor and center staffers had donated 
almost $850 by mid May. Miss Burnette 
hopes the goal will be reached by the 
center's Sunday, May 26 open house 
when the finished quilt will be dis-
played. · · . . , . 

Work on the quilt began in January 
when quilt blocks were solicited. Staff­
ers, residents' family members and 
even three residents crafted the 11-inch 
square quilt blocks-the only stipula­
tion, to keep a heart theme. 

One square boasts a flower basket 
overflowing with red hearts. Another 
has "God Loves You" embroidered in 
shades of pink. Hearts form a butterfly 
in one square, red-striped fish in 
another. 

One square urges those who see it to 
"Hug a shut-in." Another, appliqued 
and embroidered by Louise Barlow, 
whose husband Buckley is a center resi­
dent, depicts a Heart Association car­
diopulmonary resuscitation patch in 

honor of her son-in-law, an instructor. 
Mary Boots, a center resident, con­

structed her block in the traditional 
cathedral window style. Others cross­
stitched, candlewicked and painted 
their hearts. 

In the center is the American Heart 
Association heart and flame logo, and 
just above it is an embroidered depic­
tion of the convalescent center building, 
embroidered by Novella Hall, medical 
records director. 

Aimed with the completed blocks, 
Iosetta Steely spent the first weekend in 
·February sewing the blocks together 
with strips of red cloth. 

Mrs. Ste~ly, the center's director of 
social services and admissions, was the 

-logical choice for unofficial quilt con­
sultant . She belongs to a number of 
local and national quilting groups and 
won statewide recognition for her own 
quilts. 

The quilt was batted and backed and 
rolled onto a quilting frame lent to the 
center by Trinity Baptist Church in 
Newport. 

Then came what Miss Burnette called 
her "quilting bee" during working 
hours. For the most part, center staff 
members did the quilting around each 
block and each design element, as well 
as ' 'shadow quilting,'' stitching designs 
into otherwise blank portions of the 
quilt. 

Mrs. Steely often came in an hour 
early each morning to stiich. Others 

. grabbed a quick sandwich then spent 
the rest of their lunch hours quilting. 

Receptionist Debby Sergent could 
still answer the phone and stitch on the 
frame in the lobby during less busy 
times at the center. 

Women from Ft. Thomas and Trinity 
churches spent a morning or two quilt­
ing there as did members of the cen­
ter's ladies' auxiliary. Sometimes resi­
dents' visitors saw the work on the quilt 
and returned for a stint at it. 

"We've had a lot of fun with it," said 
Mrs. Steely. "And everyone's still 
having fun now that it's close to over. 
It's not been a drag." 

Miss Burnette hasn't yet decided 
where the quilt will be hung. But she 
knows the completed quilt will be a 
symbol of the spirit of cooperation to 
those who worked on it . 
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Carolyi;i Strasinger [I], Iosetta Steeley [c) and Louise Barlow stitch hearts and 
flowers into the Baptist ConvaleE!c.e.nt . Center Heart Association quilt. ' 

"This is another example," she 
... , .. qu.ipped, •:Q( h9"' all our hear~~ can 

., ·, ' ' ... · neat ·as one wlien we work together." 
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Brother Hubert's broken heart 
by James F. Gentry Jr. 

Many of us who view ourselves as 
" mainline" or " grassroots" Southern 
Baptists have been heartbroken as we 
have sat back attempting to absorb all 
that has been said with regard to the 
controversy in our denomination. My 
heart is still broken, yet convicted more 
than ever that the time has arrived for 
us mainliners to give heed to the words 
of Southwestern Seminary president 
Russell Dilday that "the ship is on fire" 
and the fire must be extinguished. 
Those of us who have studied Baptist 
history, Southern Baptist history in par­
ticular, can no longer sit back and sob in 
our brokenheartecfuess. Yes, we should 
be brokenhearted, but also resolved to 
do something about it. This was im­
pressed upon me in a fashion that has 
not been experienced before. It hap­
pened during the May business session 
of our church. 

Four messengers were elected to 
attend the annual meeting in Dallas. At 
the end of our business session, a dear 
82-year-old saint whom we tenderly call 
"Brother Hubert" stood and made a 
prayer request. His request was moti­
vated by what he had read that after­
noon in the May 7 edition of Western 
Recorder: ''Will missionaries be host­
ages of Southern Baptist Convention 
conflict?' ' It was an article by R. Keith 
Parks. Brother Hubert ' s request was 
this : ''I want all of us to pray for our 
Southern Baptist Convention. There are 
a bunch of people who are trying to 
destroy the Cooperative Program and 
hurt the witness of our church in places 
that many of us will never be able to go 
to. It is not right and it breaks my 
'heart." 

After he made that sincere request, 
my heart broke. Brother Hubert re­
members well when Southern Baptists 
began using the Cooperative Program 
in 1925. Long before I was born Brother 
Hubert was leading our church to be a 
strong supporter of Southern Baptist 
missions through cooperation. He has 
witnessed, during the past 60 years, 
great numbers of folks who have come 
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ 
because of this cooperative effort. To 
myself I said, "Here is a man who has 
never had a course in Baptist history, 
yet probably knows better than any of 
us what it means to be a Southern Bap­
tist. This man is truly a mainline and a 
grassroots Southern Baptist." I praised 
God for that experience, yet found my 
heart continuing to break. 

It broke as I kept thinking about his 
prayer request. I was moved to reflect 
upon my own "grassroots" Southern 
Baptist heritage. I recalled my experi­
ence in that western Kentucky congre­
gation that nurtured me in the faith 
from birth until I went off to college, a 
church that gave 25 percent of every 
undesignated offering through the Co­
operative Program. I remembered 
learning about Lottie Moon, Annie 
Armstrong and Bill Wallace in particu­
lar. I remembered giving those nickles 
and dimes that my godly parents had 
encouraged me to save for the church, 
to the foreign mission and home mis­
sion special offerings. 

My heart broke as I thought of the 
many connections that our church, 
Greenwood, has on the Southern Bap­
tist foreign mission field: Harold Mat­
thews, serving in the Philippines, who 
was pastor of our church while attend­
ing the se.....,in,ry over 30 years ago; Bill 
Whittaker. i>Crdng in the Philippines 

who has several family members in our 
church ; Kelly Capps, who was a jour­
neyman to Nigeria, who left her heart 
and desire in that nation. These are just 
a fraction of the folks Martha White, 
then state WMU president, told me to 
support. These are just a fraction of the 
folks that are called by God to be out in 
those places that Brother Hubert and 
many of us cannot go . 

Brother Hubert made me aware of 
something else: there are a great many 
persons in our Southem Baptist church 
here at Greenwood who think the way 
he thinks, those who believe in the co­
operative way of missions . And still 
another revelation: there are multi­
tudes, thousands of .Brother Huberts 
out there-men and women who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who believe the 
scriptures are "inspired" and "useful" 
for Christian growth and who are genu­
ine Southern Baptists, believing in the 
great commission of evangelism, mis­
sions and education through a coopera­
tive effort. 

Like Brother Hubert they have sacri­
ficed over the years in order that per­
sons like myself might be able to attain 
a solid theological education in one of 
our Southern Baptist seminaries, that 
the gospel of Jesus Christ might be pro­
claimed in word and deed around this 
globe and that the lives of men and 
women might grow in the grace and 
riches of the Lord himself. They, like 
Brother Hubert, know what it means to 
be a Southern Baptist-REAL Southern 
Baptist. And they know that what is 
happening in our convention-the 
Pressler /Patterson political takeover­
is NOT Southern Baptist. 

My heart broke for Brother Hubert , 
and the many like him, as I thought of 
his church, my church. A suburban 
church of 400 with an average Sunday 
school attendance of 150 and an aver­
age undesignated offering of $1900 per 
Sunday. A church that gives 17 percent 
of those undesignated gifts through our 
Cooperative Program and four percent 
to our local association with the com­
mitment to raise both by one percent 
each year. A church that emph-asizes 
foreign, home, state and local coopera­
tive missions. 

My heart broke as I thought of the 
thousands of other churches like ours­
not like those super "independent" 
type Southern Baptist churches with 
10,000 members, 3000 in Sunday 
school, $5 million budgets and coast to 
coast television shows - churches that 
give sinfully low percentages of their 
income to Southern Baptist causes . 

Recently I read a message delivered 
by Norman Cavender in Alumni Chapel 
at Southern Seminary Apr. 3, 1985 titled 
"Where have all the Baptists gone?" If 
someone were toask Brother Hubert 
"Where have all the Baptists gone?" 
he might not give a real profound 
answer. 

But the week of June 9-13, if some­
body were to ask him that, I think he 
would say, "I don't know where they all 
have gone. But I do know where one of 
them has gone. He's my pastor and he 
has gone to Dallas to cast a vote that 
will not break my heart!" 

That's where I will be- in Dallas. 
When I vote I will be thinking prayer­
fully about Brother Hubert and the 
many Brother Huberts in our Southern 
Baptist Convention. Let's not break 
their hearts! 

James F. Gentry Jr. is pastor of Green­
wood Baptist Church, Bowling Green. 
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A missionary views the conflict 
by Mike Greer 

As Foreign Mission Board missionaries 
serving in the West Bank (Israel Mis­
sion), my wife and I learned to cope 
with most of the physical and emotional 
tensions that come with living in the 
war torn Middle East. I remember how 
strangely calm I felt the day I could not 
get to my son ' s school to pick him up 
because there had been a large scale 
terrorist attack in that area of Jeru­
salem. Thank God, when I finally was 
able to reach the school I found he and 
all of the other school children had 
come through safely. 

Every day I was reminded of my utter 
dependence upon God to protect and 
take care of my family in a place where 
I could not, for in that part of the world 
danger and war are always on your 
doorstep. I remember , for one of many 
examples, the 30 nights of continuous 
gunfire in the refugee camp just a short 
distance from our house in Bethlehem. 
Tears would fill my sleepless eyes as I 
would think of how frightening life is 
for children living in the midst of war. I 
spent those nights praying and plead­
ing with God for the miracle of peace 
and justice so needed in that land. I 
also prayed for the safety of my own 
children who were trying to sleep in the 
next room. 

I like to think we have helped to 
bring some small portion of peace to 
some of the people who live in that 
land. At least we managed to survive in 
a place where violent hatred is so 
strong and tangible a person can liter­
ally sense it in the air. Hatred and war­
fare are everywhere, like the aroma of 
the Turkish coffee which drifts into the 
streets from the many tiny cafes and 
restaurants dotting the streets and back 
alleys . As I look back now I know it is 
only the grace of the prince of peace 
that made it possible for me and my 
colleagues to live and work and raise 
families in a place so full of war and 
tension. 

But the one emotional strain I found 
most difficult to live with was one which 
was imported years ago by some fellow 
Southern Baptists from the United 
States. We were some of the first, you 
see, to have to live with the unethical 
conduct of those who are taking control 
of our great denomination. Let me ex­
plain. 

Long before I came to Bethlehem 
Southern Baptist missionaries had 
worked hard and long to plant and nur­
ture a church in Bethlehem. Today this 
evangelical congregation is growing 
rapidly and is baptizing many new con­
verts each year. This is so in spite of a 
lack of funds to buy a piece of land on 
which they might someday build a 
modest church building. The reality is 
that there are very few funds available 
these days for capital projects like this, 
and our people there have very little 
money themselves. Nevertheless, the 
church members are sacrificing and 
maintaining the hope th.at some day 
they may have a house of worship of 
their own. 

But there is another Baptist church 
building in Bethlehem which has 
already been built, at least in part, with 
Southern Baptist money. I know from 
personal experience that many South­
ern Baptists have given money directly 
to this other church thinking it was 
''their Southern Baptist Church in 
Bethlehem, ' ' when in reality it is not. 
Here is how this has come about. 

An independent missionary in the 

Jerusalem-Bethlehem area , sponsored 
by the First Baptist Church in Atlanta 
but not by the Foreign Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, often 
presented herself to tour groups in Is­
rael as a " Southern Baptist mission­
ary.' ' She would then offer to receive 
funds for her church in Bethlehem (not 
the one sponsored by the Foreign Mis­
sion Board of the SBC) . This is of 
course something that the board will 
not let us as Southern Baptist mission­
aries do, and rightly so . But the worst 
part about all of this is that the church 
this other missionary promoted in Beth­
lehem has had a history of being 
strongly antiSouthern Baptist . In times 
past I have had to bite my tongue as 
some of these very recipients of money 
gathered through deceit scandalously 
preached against Southern Baptists as 
"liberal perverters of the faith." Does 
all of this sound familiar? It should. 

It is time for Southern Baptists every­
where to wake up to the fact that those 
who are shanghaiing our convention­
the inerrantists-are really not South­
ern Baptists at all. They are pure, inde­
pendent Baptists at heart and they will, 
if they have their way, destroy the 
greatest unified mission effort ever 
undertaken by any Christian denomi­
nation. 

I have seen the lack of ethical Chris­
tian behavior that accompanies this 
planned takeover and I know that if this 
mentality succeeds it will soon spell the 
end of our cooperative way of doing 
missions . Even if the money continues 
to pour in, the human casualties in this 
kind of conflict will still be high. And 
the casualties will be highest among 
those serving on the front lines - like 
the missionaries. 

Many are talking these days about 
the damage which will be done to the 
cause of missions around the world. I 
wish to tell you that the damage is 
already being done . It would be naive 
to assume that the battles being fought 
here in the SBC have not already been 
exported to the mission fields. I see 
plenty of additional evidence to con­
clude that the process of polarization 
within our individual missions organi­
zations around the world has already 
begun. Missionaries and nationals are 
choosing and being forced to choose 
sides in this inevitably divisive process 
set in motion by the politically moti­
vated inerrantists. 

In these traumatic days Jesus' words 
about "a house divided" (Matt . 12:25) 
ring in my ear. I can learn to live and 
serve in the war torn Middle East. I can 
somehow manage not to give up hope 
in such a terrible situation. But how can 
I possibly function as a missionary and 
preach the gospel of peace out of a war 
torn church which would make a mock­
ery of the message of peace we pro­
claim? 

Will you join with me to do all you 
can ethically do to put an end to this 
well publicized campaign to turn the 
Southern Baptist Convention into an 
alliance of independent Baptists, all 
doing their own things, often in direct 
contradiction to one another, and this 
so even on the mission field? In these 
days there is no option for the luxurious 
myth of neutrality. 

Mike Greer and his wife were appoint­
ed in 1978 by the FME and have served 
for the last six years in Bethlehem. 
They are on a leave of absence in the 
U. S. while Greer is doing graduate 
studies in missions. 
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Harold 
Sanders 

• retires-
• again 

by Patrick Cole, Staff Writer 

For most people mandatory retirement 
at 65 means beginning a slower-paced 
way of life. But for Harold G. Sanders it 
spawned a new challenge. 

''Wl.f 
Sanders, who retired in 1972 as ex­

ecutive secretary-treasurer of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention, found his 
challenge in 1975 when a newly-formed 
Louisville congregation (Morningside 
Baptist) called him as pastor. 

After nearly 10 years of leading that 
congregation Sanders preached his final 
sermon Apr. 28 as pastor of the church. 
This time Sanders is ''retiring'' to his 
typewriter where he intends to write, 
using his rich ministerial experience as 
his subject. 

Harold G. Sanders [r] was interested in race relations when he was executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the KBC. The Department of Interracial Cooperation was 
established during his tenure. 

Asked why at age 65 he chose to pas­
tor a small struggling congregation, he 
replied matter of factly, "That's my 
life." 

Sanders used his energies to help get 
the congregation "on its feet." The 
150-member c~ngregation now has a 
graded Sunday school program, a music 
program, annual revivals and vacation 
Bible school. 

When Sanders arrived the church 
was meeting in a public school build­
ing. Under Sanders' leadership, the 
church moved its services into a house 
purchased-e.arlier. The basement was 
remodeled and used for worship ser­
vices and the upstairs of the house was 
converted into class rooms. 

The church built a sanctuary in 1979 
using_mostly volunteer labor. The con­
gregation paid off the debt on the build-

ing and has already established another 
building fund . 

Prior to coming to the KBC Sanders 
was pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Tallahassee, Fla. He admits the role of 
a small church pastor was an adjust­
ment after being accustomed to a mul­
tiple staff. "It's a difficult situation 
with a pastor," shared Sanders. "He's 
everything.'' 

Sanders insisted that Morningside 
support th.e Cooperative Program from 
the outset of his ministry there. "Two 
of the conditions I gave before I'd be 
their pastor was that they be mission­
ary and move to their own property, " 
he remembered. 

He sees the Cooperative Program as 
a way smaller churches can be involved 
in the missionary enterprise. 

"It gives us the only way there is to 
carry out the great commission," he 
declared. "How can you as an individ­
ual 'go into all the world'?" 

By means of the Cooperative Pro• 
gram he pointed out that "small 
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churches and large churches can come 
together in a noble attempt to carry out 
the great commission." Yet he says the 
missions effort is threatened by those 
who might withhold their Cooperative 
Program funds over the denomination­
al controversy. 

"They're using the Cooperative Pro­
gram as a whip to get their way and 
that's not good cooperation," he said. 

Although being a pastor past retire­
ment age might seem like enough to 
keep him busy, Sanders held down 
another job until two years ago. 

In order to give financial help to his 
three children while they were in col­
lege he became a sales representative 
for L. L. Sams Co. of Waco, Tex., a 
company specializing in church furni­
ture. His job required that he travel 
25,000 to 30,000 miles per year 
throughout Indiana and Kentucky. 

Sanders plans to write two books. 
One will be a collection of his sermons 
and another will be an autobiographical 
work. 
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He said the book of sermons will con­
tain his sermons that ''were effective 
over a period of time that people have 
asked to hear again." 

Many of his sermons will come from 
his 15 years in the pulpit at Tallahas­
see . There he was pastor to university 
professors , governors and hundreds of 
college students . 

"You have to keep growing and 
writing in order to preach to a congre­
gation like that over a number of 
years,'' Sanders reflected . 

During Sanders' career he has man­
aged to preach on every continent. 
These opportunities came in his years 
as a World War II Navy chaplain and in 
his personal travels . 

His interest in proclaiming the gospel 
overseas stems from a call to missions 
he felt early in his life. ''I felt called to 
missons the night I was saved," 
Sanders recalled. 

However, when Sanders received his 
ThM degree from Southern Semi.nary in 
1937 the financial crunch caused by the 
Great Depression left Baptists without 
enough money to appoint Sanders to 
the mission field. He resumed his edu­
cation and received a ThD degree from 
Southern Seminary in 1941. · 

It was Sanders' interest in missions 
that eventually led him to the chief ad­
ministrative position of the KBC in 
1961. 

He said his goal was to make the Co­
operative Program "as much a byword 
to the general public as Coca Cola.'' 

While noting missions awareness and 
giving increased during his tenure, he 
remembers the attitude of the 1960s 
made missions promotion difficult. 

"The 60s was a decade of rebellion," 
he recalls. Even rebellion against God 
and a call to ministry. '' 

Other achievements during Sanders' 
tenure include the creation of a Depart­
ment of Interracial Cooperation; an up­
grading of Cedarmore Baptist Assem­
bly, an expanded youth program and 
upgraded salaries for convention ·em­
ployes. 

Sanders has for six years received 
treatment for prostrate cancer. Yet 
Sanders shows no signs of declining 
health. He pursues his activities with 
vigor and he often smiled as he talked 
about his ministerial career. 

What advice would Harold Sanders 
give somebody about to begin a career 
in ministry? 

' 'I would say remember your call and 
put your life into it and leave the rest to 
God and the people." 
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baptist news in brief 
Convention presidents to offer 
crisis resolving plan in Dallas 
by Dan Martin 

An eight-point plan to create a commit­
tee to study means of resolving the 
crisis in the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion will be proposed by presidents of 
state Baptist conventions at the 1985 
annual meeting of the SBC. 

The proposal, drafted by a seven­
member task force during a meeting at 
a Memphis hotel May 14, will be pre­
sented to other state convention presi­
dents at a called meeting June 10 in 
Dallas on the eve of the annual meet­
ing. 

Bill Hickem, president of the Florida 
Baptist Convention and chairman of the 
task force, said the motion will specify 
the persons who will serve on the com­
mittee . "The committee will be made 
up of 15 persons representing both 
sides of the controversy as well as those 
we consider bridge-builders and 
middle-of-the-road people,'' he said. 

"We are not ready to name them yet, 
because they must be presented to the 
meeting for the approval of the other 
presidents, " Hickem said. 

The plan is the first detailed proposal 

Paschall tried, was not 
heard, in his peace try 
Former Southern Baptist Convention 
president H. Franklin Paschall has dis­
associated himself from a peace propo­
sal presented by state Baptist conven­
tion presidents, although he may vote 
for their proposal "if it makes sense." 

Paschall, retired pastor of First Bap­
tist Church, Nashville, last fall 
proposed a committee be created to 
study the current denominational con­
troversy, making the suggestion in ad­
dresses at the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention annual meeting and the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention's pastors 
conference and in a meeting of the St. 
Louis Baptist Association's pastors' 
conference. 

to be revealed, although momentum is 
gathering for the establishment of a 
committee to study the crisis in the de­
nomination. Former SBC president H. 
Franklin Paschall of Nash ville last fall 
proposed a committee approach to re­
solving the conflict rocking the 14.3 
million member denomination. 

Both of the key candidates for SBC 
president - incumbent Charles Stanley 
of Atlanta and Winfred Moore of Ama­
rillo - have said they support creation:of 
a committee to resolve the conflict, and 
another former president - W. A. Cris­
well of Dallas - also supports the idea. 

Hickem said the proposal will be pre­
sented during a regular business ses­
sion Tuesday afternoon (June 11). 
Rumors have abounded an effort will be 
made to go into special business ses­
sion as the convention opens. The 
rumors indicate a part of any plan 
would be to eliminate a challenge to 
incumbent president Stanley. 

The Florida president said the ''in­
cumbent president, whoever he might 
be," will be an ex-officio member of the 
committee. He insisted the proposal 
"does not deal with current presidential 
politics." 

The state presidents ' proposal grew 
out of a meeting Apr. 11-12 in St. 
Louis, Mo., called by Charles Picker­
ing, president of - . ·'ississippi Baptist 
Convention, and attended by presidents 
of 23 of the 37 SBC-affiliated state 
conventions. 

''This (the proposal) was a spinoff of 
the St. Louis meeting. We met for 
prayer and sharing of mutual concerns 
about the problems of the convention. 
Out of our discussion came a thought 
that we needed to appoint a task force 
to come up with a clear motion," 
Hickem said. 

Although the idea of a committee was 
discussed at the St. Louis meeting it 
was not mentioned when the presidents 
met with the press at the conclusion of 
the closed meeting. The possibility of a 
motion was revealed several weeks 
later in a news release prepared by 

Wallace Henley, president of the Ala­
bama Baptist Convention, and a former 
newspaperman. 

Pickering told Baptist Press the 
"idea came up toward the latter part of 
the meeting. We did not have time to 
give it as much consideration as it de­
served. Consequently, a task force was 
appointed to work in that area and 
report back to us. " 

Hickem said the state presidents 
"were not trying to preempt anybody. 
If someone has a better plan we would 
be more than happy to discuss it . We 
just felt in the absence of anything else 
we had to come up with something." 
He added he was not aware Paschall 
had made a similar proposal last fall . 

The task force which drafted the pro­
posal includes Hickem, Pickering, 
Henley, John Gilbert, Missouri ; Jack 
May, Tennessee; Neil Thompson, 
Alaska; and Norman Wiggins, North 
Carolina. The group also met with SBC 
president Charles Stanley in Dallas 
Apr. 1 7 • 'to inform him of our meeting 
in St. Louis and to get his input," ac-

The first of eight sections of the pro­
posal creates the special committee and 
names the 15 members. 

The second specifies the comm1.ttee 
"shall seek to determine the sources of 
the controversy in our convention .. .. " 

The third section specifies the 
15-member committee • ' shall seek to 
work with and through appropriate 
boards, commissions and agencies,•• 
and says the " trustees, boards and 
agencies . . . shall fully cooperate with 
this committee to accomplish" its pur­
poses. 

The committee shall report on • 'the 
progress of its work to each meeting of 
the Executive Committee," the pro­
posed motion says, and adds staffing 
"shall be the responsibility of the Exec­
utive Committee, which may include 
professional assistance. '' 

The fourth section specifies funding 
' 'shall be provided through the SBC 
Operating Budget." 

The fifth says the committee can 
work in open session, hold public hear­
ings, • 'ijut . .. may also hold executive 
(closed) sessions to accomplish its 
work.'' 

The sixth section says any vacancy on Following the announcement of a 
proposed motion by the state Baptist 
convention presidents Paschall told 
Baptist Press he "committed myself 
publicly and widely to present a peace 
proposal" but "may not be able to 
fulfill my promise." 

He said: ''To my surprise some of the 
state convention presidents met in St. 
Louis Apr. 11-12 and decided they 
should make the presentation. I reluc­
tantly acceded to their late but deter­
mined efforts. Certainly we need only 
one peace proposal. We must not con­
tend about who is prominent in pro­
posing peace or we shall prevent 
peace." 

baptist forum 

Paschall, SBC president 1966-68, said 
the reason for his "disassociation from 
the work and recommendation of the 
Baptist state presidents is based on the · 
political nature of the office of state 
president. My approach has been per­
sonal, individual and nonpolitical as far 
as possible .. . . Baptist state presi­
dents are elected through a political 
process which has become disruptive." 

He commented, however, that the 
"goal and purpose" of the state con­
vention presidents "is identical with 
mine, and that is to bring peace and 
healing to the Southern Baptist Con­
vention and to effect reconciliation. ' ' 

The former president said he intends 
to read the proposed motion and to 
"evaluate it." He added he will sup­
port if

1

"~ ir°ii-'~~~~ ~ense:•·• '(BP)' . ·.· . 

Retired ministers form group 

It may be of interest to retired pastors 
to know a group of such men m Elkhorn 
Association meet monthly for fellowship 
and the sharing of common interests. 
They have adopted the name "Elkhorn 
Baptist Reserves . '' They view them­
selves as a reserve group ready for 
action when called upon. 

Actually who are these men? These 
are they who have spent their lives 
serving the Lord and Southern Baptists, 
having borne the brunt of the battle 
many of them for 50 years and more. 
They have committed the unpardonable 
sin of reaching retirement age resulting 
in being regarded as those who having · 
reached a certain milestone in life must 
necessarily be shunted off and ,side; 
tracked. And in many instances forgot­
ten. 

Understandingly these men cannot 
go on forever for this is a law of life. Is 
this the end of the road for Christian 
ministry and service?.Far frqiµ it .. S:u~h 
men have something youth knows • 

nothing about and can never know until 
they too reach the plateaus of life. 
There is no substitute for experience. 
Wrapped up in the lives of our retired 
ministers are vast amounts of wisdom 
garnered in the fields of service and 
human contacts. In even a small group 
of such men there are hundreds of 
years of experience in the service of 
God and man. They constitute an inval­
uable resource which up to now has not 
been recognized and used by our 
churches and denomination. As a result 
all are losers but this need not be so. 

At the present time an experiment is 
taking place in Elkhorn Association 
seeking to determine ways in whi~h 
retired pastors and denominational 
workers can continue to be used for .the 
ongoing of the kingdom. Some 15 or so 
meet once a month for fellowship a,nd _­
the sharing of experiences in th~ ser-, , 
vice of the Lord. The churches in tli.e 
association have been alerted these · -
men are available for service in many 
areas of church life. . ..• _ -- _ . . .. _ . 

White hair do~s not -~eruf w~~g the' 

cording to Henley, pastor of McElwain 
Baptist Church, Birmingham, Ala. 
the committee ' 'shall be filled at the 
next meeting of the Executive Commit­
tee, " but specifies "balance shall be 
maintained.'' 

The seventh notes the committee 
''may make its final report to the 1986 
annual meeting,'' or that it may make 
"a preliminary report to the 1986 con­
vention" and be continued for an addi­
tional year. In any case, the committee 
"shall make a final report to the 1987 
Southern Baptist Convention." 

The eighth section urges all Southern 
Baptists to "exercise restraint , to re­
frain from divisive action and comments 
and to reflect Christian love while the 
committee is doing its work. •' (BP) 

State leaders put it all on 
the table, Jim Lewis says 
by James H. Coxi Associate Editor 

There's no " clandestine process" going 
on among the state convention presi­
dents, James B. Lewis, president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, said last 
week in response to reports a subgroup 
of the state presidents would offer a 
peace proposal in Dallas. 

Bill Hickem, president of the Florida 
Baptist Convention who made the an­
nouncement, • 'will not be a party to any 
hidden agenda," said Lewis. "Neither 
will I.'' 

Lewis, pastor of Louisville's Westport 
Road Baptist Church, confirmed he was 
fully aware of the convening of a small 
group of the presidents. "We (all the 
state presidents who met in St. Louis in 
April) agreed to this and we are to­
gether on it. " 

Lewis declared that he definitely 
would be asking questions in Dallas 
about people suggested for the pro­
posed 15-member peace committee 
' 'whom I know nothing about.'' He said 
Hickem had given him some potential 
names to be recommended for it and, in 
many cases, • 'I simply don't know who 
they are." 

He will, ''therefore, ask some hard 
questions up front, regardless of what 
anyone else does.'' 

flag of surrender. Let it be remem­
bered: ''Snow on the roof means steam 
in the boiler. " 

In the Lexington experiment inter­
esting and sometimes exciting pro­
grams are enjoyed. Usually the heart of 
the program consists of three or four 
members of the group sharing their 
experiences in certain areas of life or 
ministry. 

At the close of each meeting the 
nature and the content of next month's 
program is determined by those pres­
ent . All have the opportunity either to 
suggest a subject or volunteer to share 
an experience in the next meeting . 
Each speaker is reminded ''in order to 
be spiritual one need not be eternal" 
and requested to confine his remarks to 
seven minutes in length. 

The value of such continued fellow­
ship among retired pastors is inesti­
mable. They are no longer forgotten 
men. They are part of a group speaking 
a common language. They·lend support 
to, 0ne another. . , .. 
. . wh~n-th~-iight is gi~en to the hun-
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Dendler, Wheatley appointments 
show varied backgrounds, interests 
by Jack D. Sanford, Editor 

C. Richard Dendler, pastor of Hall 
Street Baptist Church, Owensboro, and 
James E. Wheatley, lay member of St. 
Matthews Baptist Church, Louisville, 
were appointed to the SBC Committee 
on Committees by SBC president 
Charles Stanley. · 

Since the Committee on Committees 
is significant in Baptist life, the follow­
ing profile of each of these men is pre­
sented so that Kentuckians will know 
more about our representatives . 

Demiler was born in Cincinnati, Oh. 
and received his early education in the 

. Cincinnati public schools. He is a grad­
uate of Georgetown College and South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

His conversion and call to preach 
occurred at First Baptist Church, Read­
ing, Oh. and he was ordained by New 
Bethel Baptist Church, Norwood, Oh. 
He has been pastor of Baptist churches 

dreds and thousands of retired pastors 
and denominational workers in our 
Southern Baptist Convention the ques­
tion arises, "Why not let this move­
ment spread throughout our denomina­
tion?" Doubtless many will rise up ·and 
rejoice in the opportunity to once again 
feel they are indeed a part of God's 
great army of servants who, having tra­
versed the highways, valleys and 
mountain peaks of life rejoice in and 
with one another knowing they have all 
made a contribution to the ongoing of 
the kingdom. 

It was Douglas MacArthur, general 
of the Army, who said, "Nobody grows 
old by merely living a number of years. 
... You are as young as your faith; as 
old as your doubt; as young as your 
self-confidence; as old as your fear; as 
young as your hope; as old as your de­
spair. In the central place of your heart 
there is a wireless station; so long as it 
receives messages of beauty, hope, 
cheer, courage, grandeur and power, so 
long you are young.'' 

Growing older does not necessarily 
mean growing old in heart. 

It is hoped this seed of thought con­
cerning the continued use of retired 
pastors will bear fruit throughout our 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

H. B. Kuhnle, Lexington 

Get on the ball, y'all! 

To whom it may concern at Southern 
Baptist Convention: 

Please get on the ball there. What in 
the world is wrong with all of you? Get 
in touch with God, straighten up your 
lives. Do you think God is pleased with 
all of your nit picking one another? 
Where is your Christianity? Thought 
you loved everyone. You all know how 
powerful the devil is. Are you going to 
let him ruin your lives? I am 81 years 
old and have been a Southern Baptist 
since I was 19 years old and my hus­
band was an ordained deacon until his 
death 20 years ago. I never saw God's 
word handled in such a manner. 
Straighten up your life and fly right. 
Our Lord can come any time. Do you 
want to be doing his work like you are 
now? 

I am ashamed of you educated pro­
fessional men acting like boys. 

Delora Sowder, Corbin 
•ff' )~.1,•_.~• .. •,,,•,,• ~1 11 '.~ llll♦• 

in Ohio, Georgia, Tennessee and Ken­
tucky. 

Dendler has been active in denomi­
national service in every pastorate he 
has held. He has been moderator, vice 
moderator, clerk, committee chairman 
and Sunday school director in various 
associations. He is currently moderator 
of Daviess-McLean Association. He is 
also on the pastor's advisory board of 
Cumberland College, Williamsburg. 

Under Dendler's leadership last year 
the Hall Street church baptized 39 
converts and contributed 25 percent of 
undesignated offerings through the 
Cooperative Program, a total of 
$61,434. 

Dendler and the Hall Street Church 
hosted one of the meetings convened 
earlier this year by La Verne Butler and 
William Hancock. 

James Wheatley has a less active 
record of participation in organized 
Baptist life. He is a member of St. 
Matthews Baptist Church, Louisville, 

Major cable TV company 
signs to carry ACTS 
One of the largest cable TV corpora­
tions in the world have signed an 
agreement to carry the ACTS network 
on some of its local. systems in the 
United States. 

Robers Cablesystem, based in 
Toronto, owns cable TV systems pri­
marily in Canada and the United States 
and serves more than two million 
homes. The agreement with ACTS per­
mits any Rogers system in the United 
States to carry the Baptist sponsored 
network. 

Initially, the contract will place ACTS 
on cable TV systems in Yuma, Ariz., 
and El Centro, Cal. But Lloyd Hurt, 
national cable affiliate manager for 
ACTS, said others will likely be added 
in the near future. "Rogers has a num­
ber of systems in key metropolitan 
centers that are important to' us,'' he 
said. 

Acts has signed on more than 175 
local cable TV systems to carry its 
family and Christian entertainment 
programs, which are delivered by satel­
lite 24 hours a day. Operated by the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission, the network can be seen 
in almost three million homes nation­
wide. (BP) 

Indiana cable TV effort 
pu~s peopl~ in pews 
When 56 strangers pack the pews of a 
church that usually runs 600 in two 
morning worship services the pastor 
knows to either get out of town or look 
for a revival. To Garland Morrison, 
pastor, and David Trimble, minister of 
media and youth at Sunnycrest Baptist 
Church in. Marion, Ind., those visitors 
meant something was being done right. 

"What we did," said Trimble, "was 
get ACTS (a network of the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Commis­
sion) on cable in Marion. Those people 
liked what they had seen so they came 
to our church. The 56 visitors were in 
church six weeJ{s after ACTS came on 
line in Marion. "We used to run maybe 
three or four visitors a Sunday and the 
staff knew, generally, who they were. 

, .· \l""? .• ,., •• ' • -.. l 

and attends morning services regularly, 
but holds no office in the church. He 
has been a member of the St. Matthews 
congregation since May 1983. 

Wheatley has been described by sev­
eral persons as a ''regular Sunday 
morning participant'' in the life of his 
church. He is also on the recreation 
committee. 

While Wheatley has ''no high visi­
bility" in the church, according tc. two 
staff members he is also seen as "very, 
very, very conservative," a fellow 
Sunday school class member affirms. 

Several attempts to discuss Wheat­
ley' s background, interests and partici­
pation in church and denominational 
life with him were rebuffed. 

St. Matthews' budget receipts of 
$683,385 in the last KBC fiscal year in­
cluded $37,267 or about five percent 
sent to world world missions causes 
through the Cooperative Program. The 
church baptized 27 converts in that year 
and had a membership of 2943. 

Now we have at least 10 or 15 extra vis­
itors every Sunday. They say they 
learned about us from watching 
ACTS." 

Since the church went on ACTS in 
mid-December 50 people have joined 
the congregation. "On Apr. 14 we had 
21 additions in one day," said Trimble. 
"Not a day passes that somebody on 
the street doesn't mention ACTS or ask 
a question about ACTS and that opens 
a door for witnessing." 

When ACTS was launched last June 
the local cable company's multiple sys­
tems owner was one of the first to sign 
a contract with ACTS- but the cable 
manager in Marion had not put ACTS · 
on. So Morrison and Trimble and their 
church members conducted a survey to 
discover who wanted ACTS and who 
would agree to get cable in their homes 
if ACTS was offered on it. 

Two weeks before Christmas the 
cable company manager called Morri­
son and Trimble to his office and asked 
if they could have ACTS on Channel 3 
in two weeks. Morrison and Trimble 
left that office praising the Lord but still 
facing problems. The cable owner had 
bumped another religious channel to 
make room for ACTS. The church was 
able to turn the whole thing around, 
however, when it agreed to air the 
Marion High School basketball games _ 
(which won the state-championship) on 
a delayed basis. "Those broadcasts at­
tracted a lot of community support,'' 
Trimble said. ''There were some front 
page stories in the newspapers . and 
some positive editorials.'' 

But turning point or not, basketball is 
not all Sunncrest offers the community. 
"We plan to tape and present some of 
the concerts from the two local col­
leges," said Trimble. "We ran a survey 
and discovered the CQmmunity wanted 
more preaching so we have lined up 
tapes of John Bisagrio, W. A. Criswell, 
Charles Stanley and Adrian Rogers for 
local insertion. 

'' And when we get our insertion 
,equipment we plan to offer all churches 
and all non-profit organizations in the 
city free air time for spots. ACTS has 
given us an opportunity to make a dif­
ference in our community. ACTS is 
helping us .reach people and the gospel 
is getting out. '' (BP) 

,..,1 • j .,, '· 

Last call for WR tour 
to Baptist World Alliance 
The deadline for reservations for the 
Western Recorder tour to the Baptist 
World Alliance meeting in Los Angeles 
is June 5. 

The Western Recorder tour will leave 
Louisville July 1 and return July 8. The 
cost of the tour is $695 per person 
(double occupancy) and includes air 
fare, lodging and daily chartered bus 
transportation to the convention hall. 
The tour group will stay at the Ramada 
Inn, Hollywood. Also included in the 
tour is an optional trip to Tijuana, 
Mexico. 

Inte.rested persons should clip the ad 
located elsewhere in Western Recorder 
and send a $150 deposit (per person) to 
Ray Hayes, Box 43401, Middletown, 
KY 40243. 

China mission work will 
be discussed in Louisville 
L~wis Meyers and Jim Cecil of the 
Foreign Mission Board will discuss 
•mission work in China at Highview 
Baptist Church, Louisville, Saturday, 
June 1. 

The 8 a.m. breakfast meeting is open 
to all who would be interested in volun­
teer, short-term mission work in China. 

Stephenson will report 
for Red River, Greenup 

Joseph A. Stephen­
son Sr. , pastor of 
Stanton (Ky.) Bap­
tist Church, has 
been named West­
em Recorder's 
state correspondent 
for Greenup and 
Red River associa­
tions effective im-
mediately. . 

Stephenson, 48, Stephenson 
has contributed articles regularly to his 
weekly newspaper in conjunction with 
the Powell County Ministerial Associa­
tion. The series of articles has spoken 
to ethical and moral issues of today 
from a biblical perspective. 

A native of Pleasant Grove, N. C., 
Stephenson attended Boyce Bible 
School, Louisville, and is currently en­
roled at Luther Rice Seminary, Jack­
sonville, Fla. He.was employed in pri­
vate industry before enroling at Boyce 
in 1975. 

Married, he is the father of three 
grown sons. 

Stephenson's reporting territory for 
Western Recorder will include the cities 
of Ashland, Greenup, Grayson, Vance­
burg, Sandy Hook, Louisa, West Lib­
erty, Frenchburg, Campton, Jackson, 
Beattyville and Stanton. 

Western Recorder is presently seek­
ing a reporting representative in Three 
Forks, Upper Cumberland and Pine 
Mountain associations. Anyone inter­
ested who lives in that territory should 
contact James H. Cox, associate editor, 
at once. 

BJCPA petitions court 
on behaH of students · 
Religious bodies 'totaling more than 70 
million members and led by the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs 

· asked the U. S. Supreme Court May 6 
to uphold the right of high school stu­
dents to meet for religious purposes on 
an equal basis with noncurriculum 
groups in public'.~e:tj:>nda'ry schools . . _ 

I • • • • ~ • J J •~ {' - f S., t, \_ . t !, ,_ ~ ·• ( f:j 



WESTERN RECORDER, MAY 28, 198S, 12 

That's what Western Recorder does for you. After an initial 
press run our printer shuts down the press to replace the final 
two pages with local news pages produced by individual 
churches and associations. The papers are mailed directly to 
subscribers' homes, right along with the rest of Western 
Recorder subscriptions. • No church is too small-there is no 
minimum press run required. The cQst? $10 a week plus 9¢ a 
copy to put your church news and Western Recorder in the 
hands of every resident member family. • Write Western 
Recorder, Box 43410, Middletown, KY 40243 or call (502) 245-4101. 

--

w recoroer 
\ I f - ~ • 

_I I -

. , .# 

-Al{-you wanted in a. -. ~-ta...te paper 

. ' I • : ~ .._..~ r. , •~ .. ,. - ;; -;· r ... i: .. r. .~· -:. r ". • ~. ~ '.!. "' -~· ... -- -~-~. • ~,. 



FBC Owensboro marks 
150 years of service 
by Betty Anderson, State Correspondent 

First Baptist Church, Owensboro, cele­
brated its sesquicentennial May 12-15 
with special services that included a 
picnic and a historical pageant. 

Sunday morning the pulpit guest was 
Duke K. McCall, chancellor, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, and 
president of Baptist World Alliance. 
Members brought a picnic lunch to 
English Park. The evening speaker was 
Harold C. Bennett, executive secretary­
treasurer, Executive Committee, 
Southern Baptist Convention . 

Jess C. Moody, a former pastor of 
First Baptist (1955-61), preached Mon­
day night. Moody is pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Van Nuys, Cal. David 
Ford, baritone, from Nashville, was in 
concert Tuesday night . 

The observance ended Wednesday 
night with a pageant depicting the 150-
year history of the church. Written and 
directed by Grey Hurt, the drama was 
in "reader's theatre" style utilizing a 
speech choir. 

First Baptist Church was organized 
May 9, 1835 with 26 members, 18 of 
whom were slaves. It was the first 
church in Owensboro. The church was 
named the United Baptist Church of 
Jesus Christ in Owensboro. The con-

gregation met at the Court House and 
in a log cabin. A proper church building 
was completed in 1839. 

The African Branch, as the blacks 
were called, met in another location and 
grew to a membership of 213 by 1858. 
While Owensboro was sympathetic to 
the Confederacy, no mention of war 
appears in any of the church records. 
The year after the Civil War, the black 
church was given independence and 
became Fourth Street Baptist Church. 

In 1860 the church moved to its pres­
ent location, Third and Lewis, and in 
1878 began to be called First Baptist 
Church. In 1880 under the leadership of 
a progressive pastor, J. B. Solomon, 
the church began eight age group or­
ganizations and was the first in the 
state to form missions groups, forerun­
ners of WMU and Brotherhood. 

Temperance proved the most divisive 
issue during the 19th century. Elder J. 
L. Burrows preached on the subject in 
1839 during a revival that lasted six 
weeks. In July 1896 after spending the 
earlier months debating a temperance 
resolution, the church decided to make 
an equitable division of property and 
almost 500 left and formed Third Bap­
tist Church. The pastor, Fred D. Hale, 
went with the new group. 

Twenty-one men pastored the church 
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First Baptist Church, Owensboro 

in the 19th century. Five pastors served 
in the years from 1900 to 1918. W. C. 
Boone became pastor in 1918. Under 
his leadership the church gained 1000 
new members. In 1~22 the church built 
an educational building and in 1924 the 
present sanctuary. The sanctuary was 
renovated in 1974. 

Robert E . Humphreys became pastor 
in 1927 and served 28 years. His pas­
torate was marked by numerical 
growth, property ~expansion, a radio 
ministry and the forming of Crabtree 
Avenue (1946) and Wing Avenue (1948) 
Baptist Churches. 

An educational building was erected 
during the Moody pastorate. David 
Nelson followed Moody and is the pres­
ent pastor. The church plans to occupy 
its Christian life center this summer. 
Other staff members who have served 

more than 20 years are Clarence 
Memitz, associate pastor, and Grover 
S. Waller, minister of music. 

"It has certainly been a privilege for 
me to serve as pastor for 23 years," 
Nelson wrote. ''This is a church with a 
glorious heritage. To read about and re­
live the past years is an humbling ex­
perience. 

"I believe First Baptist has many 
great years of service left. The days 
of the downtown church are not over. 
Our future depends both upon the 
promises of God and our faithfulness to 
proclaim the gospel.' ' 

A history of First Baptist Church has 
been written by Wendell H. Rone Sr. 
The retired minister, a member of First 
Baptist, is a greatgrandson of an early 
pastor, Alfred Taylor. 

Fields spends 50 years on Georgetown faculty 
Editor's note: This story was originally 
printed in Western Recorder in 1977. It 
has been updated to coincide with the 
50th anniverary of Fields' work at 
Georgetown College. 

by Robin Oldham, State Correspondent 

was introduced to members of the fac- Convention. He has served the denomi-
ulty and was genuinely impressed by nation as vice president of the Ken-
their strength and dedication. He saw a tucky Baptist Convention and as a 
refreshing friendliness among the member of the committee to restore the 
student body and an overriding Chris- Luther Rice Home and Library in 
tian spirit that lingered with him as he Northboro, Mass. He is a deacon and 
returned to Louisville. Sunday school teacher at Georgetown 

The next days were ones of struggle Baptist Church. 
The first time he set foot on the campus for Fields as he wrestled with the ques- . Today, as distinguished professor 
of Georgetown College in June of 1934, e!!'!!ilili\.,iii<. tion of what to do about his future. emeritus of history at Georgetown 
Carl Fields, a 25 year-old school teacher Although excited about the opportunity College, Fields continues his participa-
from Louisville , didn 't know whether to to teach in college, he asked himself if tion in the affairs of the school, com-
laugh or cry. he and his wife should leave the secur- munity and denomination. 

Georgetown, the senior Baptist col- ity of Louisville for the uncertainty of Married to the former Jane Hope 
lege in Kentucky, looked to be the per- Georgetown. With some apprehension, Snyder since 1972 (his first wife, Kath-
sonification of everything that made the he decided to accept Sherwood's offer, erine, died in 1968), Fields says the 
depression years so unbearably dreary. _..1141._"! feeling that with a little experience,he years at Georgetown have been good to 
The 200 undergraduate students walked might move on to greener pastures. him. ''Though some rewards are in-
on. paths of black cinder and had to Fifty years later, sitting in his office tangible, many that have come my way 
avoid a tremendous hole located in the in Pawling Hall, Carl Fields enjoys re- have been overwhelming. 
very center of the campus where the old Carl Fields membering the wealth of experiences '' Everything about my 'Georgetown 
chapel-gymasium-library building had he has had at Georgetown College. experience' has been satisfying. I really 
stood until a devastating fire in 1930 dent extend an invitation to come to During his tenure, he has seen his list don't know anything about my life I 
destroyed the ancient structure. Georgetown for an interview. Whether of accomplishments and his scope of would change," he says. 

Fields, a member of Louisville's because of curiosity or as a favor to his influence leave a lasting mark on the Especially treasured are the mem-
Baptist Tabernacle, had been invited by former professor, Fields agreed to life of the school. ories of his students. "While my years 
his pastor, A. K. Wright, to attend the return to the campus. At th~ college, he has been every- in administration were enjoyable, my 
first commencement presided over by _The long trip to Georgetown gave the thing from Baptist Student Union experiences in the classroom are the 
the school's newly elected president, prospective faculty member time to adviser to chairman of the Danford ones I remember most fondly,'' Fields 
Henry Noble Sherwood. think about his current position and to Thomas Lecture Series; from campus reflects. 

A teacher at Halleck Hall School, consider the possibility of moving from coordinator for the Cincinnati Council . As a layman, Fields finds the years at 
Fields accepted Wright's invitation Louisville. All the while he wondered if · on World Affairs to director of special Georgetown College have given him a 
mainly to see Sherwood, one of his the school's dreary appearance had im- programs; from academic dean to vice special appreciation for Christian 
favorite professors at the University of proved. It hadn't. president. He was also chairman of the higher education. ''There is a definite 
Louisville. , ·However depressing the grounds history department for 20 years. standard of excellence that character-

Fields' initial visit to the campus was ·were, Fields saw some things about A lay minister for more than 35 izes colleges like Georgetown,'' he 
nearly forgotten until a year later when Georgetown in a different light. After years, Fields was a contributing author says. ''I am continually impressed by 
he received a phone call from Sher- meeting with dean Robert Hinton, a to the bicentennial edition of 200 Years the quality of Christian educatbn and 
wood. Somewhat puzzled by the call, man whose belief in and enthusiasm for of Preaching in Kentucky, a book pub- the dedication of the people called to 

\ &ields was,su.rp,;uied.to. bear the.presi.,. " •• Jhe ~<>.l!~~ J~~J.l'.!~<! .P_Q!ll)_d.}~~s,. Fjel~, . , '" _, )j~~<!l>.Y th~ KeJ!tY..f!tY Bapti~ _ . J _. ~~!1'~ l,!l .it . .' '. .• , .• , n .. ~ ,~-·~ ,~ -•uuor. ' 
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Oneida 
journal 
Debra Lynn 
Debra Lynn came to us last fall. Her 
family learned of Oneida through a 
pastor in Pulaski Association . But her 
home is in another place. Debbie is the 
youngest of eight children. Her father 
is a truckdriver and her mother-a 
homemaker. 

Though from a stable home situation, 
Debbie was having many difficulties 
before coming to Oneida. -She was 
"lost" in a large city school. She need­
ed more individual attention, an envir­
onment where she could do something, 
be a somebody. She needed to be in­
volved in varying school activities, not 
just get on the bus after the regular 
school day and ride home. Bored and 
uninvolved in worthwhile activities, like 
many she turned to ''pot ' ' and drink­
ing. She was 15 when we accepted her. 

Another factor in her situation·was a 
'i:unning battle with her mother. Of 
course, many parents and their teenage 
children have such conflicts. Though 
each loves the other, both daughter and 
mother needed some ''space.'' 

Debbie has done beautifully here. 
There is steady progress observable in 
her-personality and interaction with 
others. She is involved with her peers 
in worthwhile activities that add to her 
sense of self respect and self worth. 
Such is possible in Oneida's 24-hour a 
day program in caring for young 
people. We take care of them in their 
school hours as well as their after-

William W. (Bill) Marshall 
E,cecudve Secretary-~reasurer, KBC 
Bo,c 43433, 
Middletown, KY 40243 

on · . . •, .·, m1ss1on;•_ 
. . . . 
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school hours, evenings and weekends. 
Debbie is active in sports as well as 

in band and choir. She is a good work-
-er. Her grades are improving. 

Her mother writes often. In her most 
recent letter she said, ''I am very happy 
with your school and very thankful for 
the good help you are giving Debra -
Lynn. 

"She called me last night while on 
the choir trip. It sounded great and that 
is a good way to praise the Lord who 
has done so much for us all. 

' 'She also told me about her job in 
the kitchen. That's great too. You are 
teaching her far more than she would 
allow me to. I know she is in God's will 
for her life. That means a lot .. " 

I'm a little prejudiced, of course, but 
we've got some of the finest girls you 
will find anywhere . They are pretty, 
talented and smart . Many are beautiful 
spiritually. 

Out of a student population of nearly 
500, we average having nearly 100 
more boys than girls . For at least the 
past 25 years, more boys have sought 
admission than girls . Parents will let a 
son leave home for boarding school 
more quickly than they will a daughter. 

Also, possibly a factor is that boys 
seem to be able to live together some­
what easier than girls. Also, tradition­
ally, our boys have had more activities, 
more sports, more freedom than girls. 
This is universally true I suppose. We 
have made important strides in giving 
our girls more opportunities. in recent 
years . In athletics, for example, our 
girls have been very active in basket­
ball, softball, fencing , swimming and 
diving, tennis, track and cross-country 
and volleyball. As recently as 20 years 
ago, our girls had no opportunity in 
sports except as cheerleaders. 

Also, our girls today are very active, 
as they have always been, in choir and 
drama, and now our band and craft ac­
tivities. But their "free" time has been 
much limited-generally an hour each 
day and two hours on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons. 

Our campus grill which will open at 
the start of summer school' will be a real 
outlet for our girls at anytime up to 
bedtime . Located at the corner of their 
own dorm, they can go there anytime 
without special permission. -Adults will 
always be on duty in the grill, so boys 
and girls can see one another there 
without our having to make special pro­
vision. 

Also we have provided some recre­
ational area that is exclusively for the 
girls. Any boy caught in these areas at 
anytime will be immediately expelled. 

Sometimes I weep· -

• 

A Sunday morning, not long ago, 
enroute to preach at_ Bethlehem Church 
near Greensburg, I came across the 
reamins in the middle of the road:of a . 
beautiful male cardinal.• Before him had 
been several rabbits , one r accoon, one 
skunk, one groundhog and at least one 
dog and cat. Their only sin, was ,to.get in 
the way of man's ingenious capacity for 
progress. And I began to record my 
thoughts . ~ · t_ " , 
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he was requiring of them was not out-
. ward observance, but those of the heart 
- ; . which expressed themselves in godly 
, - ' living. God emphasized that as long as 

they practiced pride, injustice and 
cruelty, their sacrifices were not only 
without value but were actually ari 
abomination in his sight . 

H. C. Chiles 
Clear CreeJ( Baptist School, 
Pineville, KY 40971 

sunday 
school 
lessons 
LESSONS FOR JUNE 2, 1985 

Life and Work Series 

What God expects of us 
Micah 6:3-5 Highly displeased with 
the terrible sins of the people, God, 
through his prophet, presented his 
message somewhat after the fashion of 
a courtroom in which witnesses are 
called and a verdict sought. In this 
scene God is presented as the plaintiff 
and the sinful people as the defendants . 
God challenged them to give the rea­
sons for their spiritual declension and 
to explain why they had grown weary of 
him and deserted him. God called their 
attention to the fact that he had mirac­
ulously delivered them from the land of 
Egypt, enabling them to journey to the 
Jordan River . When King Balak had 
invited Balaam to pronounce a curse 
upon them as they journeyed, God in­
fluenced Balaam to bless them instead. 
God asked them to state their griev­
ances against him, if they had any. 

Micah 6:6-13 In a string of sarcastic 
questions the people asked what God 
was expecting of them. Their question, 
"Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression , the fruit of my body for 
the sin of my soul?'' was a clear indica­
tion of the depths of degradation to 
which the_ people had sunk, for it refers 
to the terrible custom which prevailed 
among the heathen of offering their 
own children in sacrifice. -

God informed the people that what 

''I just saw another robin by the 
roadside who will never sing again. 
Maybe it wouldn't matter as much to 
see a copperhead or a crow there on the 
road. And today, running behind 
schedule, I can't really resent this well 
laid, blacktop road. I just saw the cutest 
little beagle barely escape the devas­
tating wheels of a pickup. I wonder if as 
many birds and animals are killed each 
day on all of the blacktop roads that 
crisscross our state and every state. 
And since God sees even the sparrows 
fall,-what a discouragingly tong obitu­
ary column for someone_to keep. ,· · -

Though I really shouldn't have time · 
to think or worry about the birds ,, much 
less the possums, skunks and rabbits:,- ' 
it's much easier to worry al:iout these 
little creatures than to worry about ' · 
those who are made in the image·of , 
God. We creatures are too ·intelligent to 
be caught in the middle of a·highway1 

It ' s a lot easier to weep over'the birds 
and the 'animals than'the appl'oxilnately 

"What doth the Lord require of 
thee?'' This threefold requirement of 
doing justly, loving mercy and walking 
humbly with God is the minimum of 
what God demands of his children. It is 
impossible to meet these requirements 
apart from the enabling grace of God 
and the needed strength which is made 
available to us by our savior and Lord 
Jesus Christ. -

International Series 

Why judgment comes 
Amos 1:1 During the reign of Jerobo­
am II in Israel, God called Amos from 
his work in the fields and commissioned 
him to warn the people of Israel of the 
punishment he was about to send upon 
them because of their great wicked­
ness .. Although born and reared in 
Judah, Amos' ministry was concerned 
with the Northern Kingdom . The task 
which God as•signed Amos was forth­
telling rather than foretelling ; he was to 
declare whatever message God re­
vealed to him. 

Amos 2:4-8 Amos began his prophecy 
with a pronouncement of the judgment 
of God upon the surrounding pagan 
nations, and the people of Judah re­
joiced to hear his denunciation and con­
demnation of them. 

Amos bluntly charged the people of 
Judah with reject_ing the laws of God, 
failure in obeying the commandments 
of God and following their Tathers into 
idolatry and immorality. Amos an­
nounced to the people of Judah that the 
fires of God's judgment were going to 
fall upon their country and Jerusalem 
would be burned. 

Amos 2:11 God reminded the Israel­
ites he had delivered them from bond­
.age in Egypt and had raised up proph­
ets among them to make his will known 
to them. But the people had rejected 
them and their message. 

God was highly displeased because 
the makers, sellers and drinkers of in­
toxicants had sought to silence the 
prophets from prophesying and speak­
ing for God. 

two billion people fr1ing on the earth 
today who have never even one~ heard 
the 'good news ' ; of the potential within 
the human heart when that 'God­
shaped blank ' is filled with the pres­
ence of the Holy Spirit whose nature 
and character have savingly been dem­
onstrated in Jesus Christ. 

Indeed, it is much easier to lament 
the tragic death of song birds and small 
animals, and neglect the weightier 
reality that 'thousands (indeed millions) 
. still are dying, chained in the prison 
house of sin.' 

I can't do much about the birds and 
possums and rabbits . I really don't 
speak their language. But I don't have 
that excuse when it comes to my own 
kind whose language I know. 'Lord, 
help me and help Kentucky Baptists to 
"Weep O'er The Erring Ones and Lift 
Up The Fallen. To Tell Them Of Jesus 
The Mighty To Save".' 

I just passed over another dead 
possum! " -, '- - ·-"' 
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,,,...... ha . · d '' .,_,o w t. is goo ... 
by Larry Braidfoot 

We as citizens have the responsibility 
of doing good. "Would you have no 
fear of him who is in authority? Then do 
what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, for he is God's servant for 
your good" (Rom. 13:3-4, RSV). 

God has established government to 
do good works. We as Christian citizens 
are responsible for doing the good 
works which God seeks to accomplish 
through government and its authorities. 

God expects human life to be lived by 
moral standards. When these standards 
of justice and righteousness are fol­
lowed, society fulfills its God given pur­
pose. Humans live in peace. The poor, 
the helpless, the needy and the de­
fenseless are cared for. Justice is the 
standard by which all actions are meas­
ured. 

In Paul's day a different form of gov­
ernment prevailed. Freedom was lim­
ited. Authoritarian government ruled 
by the emperor provided few opportuni-

(Romans 13:3, RSV) 

ties for citizen participation and influ­
ence. 

But if it was imperative that these 
first century Christians do good works 
under such a government, how much 
more should we who are blessed with 
great freedom practice good works! 
Faith without works is dead. Our faith 
in Christ manifests itself in works of 
personal morality, in our social rela­
tionships and in the way we practice 
our citizenship. 

Do we want to serve with others in 
fulfilling God's purposes? Let us be 
Christian citizens. Let us do the good 
works of a Christian citizen. 

Christian Citizenship Sunday- June 
30, 1985- is an appropriate opportunity 
for you and your church to emphasize 
Christian citizenship and to make a 
commitment to pursue the goals of jus­
tice and righteousness for our nation. 
"Then do what is good!" 

Christian citizenship 
. . 

calls for 'doing good' 
by L!!,rrx_ !Jraidfoot . 

Many contemporary issues force us to 
ask how well our nation is in fact doing 
''what is good.'' · 

• Our national economy is undergo­
ing tremendous stress. Federal budget 
deficits - around $200 billion - are the 
highest in our history. Our national 
trade deficit last yEfar was over $100 
billion. Our national indebtedness ex­
ceeds $1. 5 trillion. 

Over-consumption by America's citi­
zens and its government is setting a 
new model of poor stewardship. Mean­
while, Congress is floundering in trying 
to chart a more responsible course. 

-• Partly because of this economic 
stress and partly because of misappro­
priation of priorities, poverty and hun­
ger are once again increasing in Amer­
ica. About one family in five has income 
below the 1983 federal poverty level of 
$10,178. Of the 12 million households 

headed by a single female, 40 percent 
~iv~ 4i QOV~rty. }S:washiQrker, a third­
world physical condition caused by mal­
nutrition, is now being found in some 
areas of America. 

• The agriculture industry, the food 
warehouse for a hungry world, is in 
turmoil, and the family farm as we have 
known it is on the verge of collapse. 

• The nations of the world will spend 
about one trillion dollars this year, the 
40th anniversary of the atomic bomb, 
on military goods and services. The 
United States will spend about one­
third of this total. 

• The U.S. ranks behind only a few 
Communist countries and Japan in 
abortion rates, with about 1.3 million 
annually. 

• Americans wagered close to $30 
billion last year in legalized gambling. 
Perhaps eight million Americans are 
gambling addicts. 

• Drunk drivers kill about 25,000 
persons annually. 

• Drug use among all sectors of our 
society continues to increase with eight / 
to 10 million Americans being addicted. 
Cocaine is now affordable enough to be 
acquired by persons from all economic 
walks of American life. 

In the face of such social crises, 
Christian citizens have an enormous re­
sponsibility. We can begin by affirming 
the importance of government as a 
means by which God does good in the 
world. We also need to encourage peo­
ple who have not been active in the 
political life of our nation, states or 
communities to take the first steps nec­
essary for a growing involvement. 

If we are to follow Paul's teaching we 
must work to do that which is good. We 
must stand for goodness, righteousness 
and justice in the life of our nation. 

Being patriotic doesn't mean being 
content with the status quo. It means 
appreciating what we have and working 
to make it better. Indeed, our heritage, 
with its emphasis upon the political in­
dependence of Baptist believers and in­
stitutions, enables us to utter God's 
prophetic word in our nation. 

Christian Citizenship Sunday is June 
30. It is a time for Baptists to affirm our 
heritage as Americans and as Chris­
tians, to praise God for the good thing_s 
for which we can work and to pray for 
courage and longsuffering as we '' do 
that which is good." 

Larry Braid{ oot is general counsel and 
director of Christian citizenship devel­
opment for the Christian Life Commis­
sion of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Seminary 'career' no joke to graduate 

Allaby 

Around seminary there are a lot of 
jokes about "career students." After 35 
years J. Kenneth Allaby doesn 't laugh 
at them anymore. 

Allaby, a native of New Brunswick, 
Canada, was among new graduates re­
ceiving diplomas from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary May 24, 35 years 
after he first entered seminary in 1950. 

"My dean at Acadia (Divinity Col­
lege,. Wolfville, Nova Scotia) stressed to 
me the importance of a theological edu­
cation when I .was ordained in 1941," 
AUaby says. '.'I promised him I would 
complete a -degree as soon as I could, 
and I have been trying through the 
years·} ' . ,·. 

Needless to say, Allaby's seminary 
careei: has been a series of ups and 
downs .. His first deterrent was in 1951 
when he ·was called as pastor of Louis­
_ville's ,Qli{ton Baptist-Church. With a 

membership of 1200 and an average 
Sunday school attendance of 400, Alla­
by found the work load more than a full 
time student could bear. 

'•He returned to seminary in 1953, 
signing up for three courses. However, 
when time pressures threatened to 
bring his grades down, he dropped all 
but one. 

Allaby and his wife Marjorie left 
Louisville in 1956 to do home missions 
work in northwest Ohio for the South­
ern Baptist Convention. Later he re­
turned to Canada to work in pioneer 
missions: 

While sewing as pastor of a Canadi- -.. 
an church, Allaby traveled 200 miles 
one way to take classes at Acadia. Dur-
ing the summers of 1963 and 1964 he 
attended Southern Seminary on study 
leaves. 

Allaby returned to Kentucky once 

more, in 1983, to accept the pastorate 
of Brooksville Baptist Church in Union 
Association. He reentered seminary in 
the MDiv program in 1984. 

In the meantime Allaby has taken 
advantage of various continuing educa­
tion opportunities and amassed a per­
sonal library of some 3000 books, he 
says. 

His family, while supportive, som_e-
times wondered "why?", Allaby · 
admits. ''I told them these are the goals 
I have set for myself and I just want to 
complete them." 

Now, at age 65, with six grandchil~· 
dren and 44 years in the ministry, is he 
ready t9 rest on his laurels? Not quite. 
Future goals include beginning work on 
the DMin degree, teaching and writing. 

''I like Bible study very much,·' Alla­
by says. "I don't feel ready to quit. I'm 
just getting started." . '.;.: ,. 
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" ... and he shall direct thy paths." · Proverbs 3:6 
Clear Creekcom,mencement calls for 
testimonies and tears, at the 39th 
annual graduation exercises of the 
Baptist school. Fifty-two graduates, 
representing 12 states, were awarded 
their degrees and diplomas Friday, 
May 10, at Binghamtown Baptist 
Church, Middlesboro. 

Honored speaker at the service was 
A. B. Colvin, executive associate of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

Twelve special awards were present­
ed to students who achieved excellence 
in diverse areas of ministry: The Presi­
dent' s Award, for outstanding leader­
ship in student life . to Raymond 
Woodie, Jonesville, Va. 

The Trustee's A ward for dedication 
to a church ministry . to Douglas Fuller, 
Norwich, Conn. 

The Richard Moore Scholarship 
A ward for highest scholastic record of a 
male student to Wendell Carmack, 
Booneville. 

The Lewis Lynch Memori~l Award for 
effectiveness in in-service training to 
Jack Neighbors, Chandler, Ind. 

The Joy Parker Memorial Scholar­
ship Award for the highest scholastic 
record of a female student, to Jolene -
Maples, Richmond, Ind. 

The Billy Lynn Terry Memorial 
Award for leadership to youth, to Carol 
Walden, Auburn. 

The Edgar Mitchell Family Award for 
stability, integrity and attitude to Boyce 
Sizemore, Dayton, Oh. 

The Walter and Betty Young Scholar­
ship Award for unusual promise and 
ability in the ministry, to Mike Clower, 
Lebanon, Tenn. 

The Work Program Award, for out­
standing service to the school, to David 
Bailey, Martin, Tenn. and Cheryl Ellis, 
Johnstown, Oh. 

The Jeannette Robertson Award for 
ideal minister's wife , to Marlene Size­
more, Dayton, Oh. 

The Discipleship A ward for discipling 
new converts , to John Maples, Rich­
mond, Ind. 

The Evangelism Award for bold wit­
nessing in sharing the gospel, to 
Gordon Fitch, Prestonsburg. 

The prayer of dedication was led by 

LeRoy Pet,,rson, a Clear Creek profes­
sor and '48 alumnus. Gabe Collett, 
class of '77 and pastor of Corinth 
Baptist Church, London, gave the invo­
cation. The benediction was presented 
by Thomas Stokes, First Baptist 
Church, Whitesburg. 

Academic dean Louis McCall pre­
sented the graduation class and presi­
dent Leon Simpson congratulated each 
student . Graduating from Clear Creek 
were: 

Bachelor of Science in Biblical 
Studies: Walter Lee Campbell, Wendell 
Dwight Carmack, Dennis Duane 
Chasteen, Han Hyuk Cho, Michael 
Wayland Clower, Eric Raul Davis, Gary 
Eugene Ellis, Douglas Roy Fuller, Gary 
Leon Givan, Kee Won Kang, John 
Herbert McPheron, John Samuel 
Maples, Jack W. Neighbors , L. Bruce 

Music f or the master 

The Clear Creek choir recently returned from their spring tour, including 
performances in Valley View Baptist Church, Louisville; First Baptist Church, 
Princeton; Antioch Baptist Church, Nashville, and Central Baptist Church, Oak 
Ridge'. The program included music by the Clear Creek Chorale and Clear Creek 
Singers, under the direction of Ron Goodwin, and the handbell choir, conducted by 
Lynn Robinson. 

The class of '85 

Newman, Chuck Robinson, Donald Ray 
Scoggins, Boyce E. Sizemore, Bobby L. 
Skeens, Terry Wade Stallard, Larry L. 
Thompson, Scott D. Vaden, Jimmy Lee 
Walden , Johnnie Wayne Watts, Billy 
Wilburn, Raymond Jay Woodie, T. 
Bruce Workman and James E. Wright. 

Bachelor of Religious Education: Sun 
Huyng Cho, Gary Leon Givan, Jolene 
Denise Maples and Sharon Kay Robin­
son. 

Diploma in Bible: George Edward 
Atkins, David Bailey, Gordon E. Fitch, 
Lloyd Eugene Griffin, Pauline Griffin, 
Ronald B. Hanson, Wilburn Hopkins, 
Keith Wayne Murphy and Mark Wayne 
Rasnake. 

Diploma in Religious Education: Judy 
Lynn Murphy and Johnnie Wayne 
Watts . 

Diploma in Church Music: Jolene 

Denise Maples and Linda Dunsmore 
Woodie. 

Associate in Ministry: Ester Bailey, 
Linda Rich Clower, Janet Marie Davis, 
Kyung Hee Kang, Teresa Lynn Mc­
Pheron, Sharon Yvonne Scoggins, 
Marlene H. Sizemore, Verlin L. Tuley, 
Jr., Nina Carol Walden and Helen 
Wilburn. 

Special music was performed by the 
Clear Creek handbell choir, directed by 
Lynn Robinson, and the Clear Creek 
choir , conducted by Ron Goodwin. 

During the last busy week of final 
tests and preparations for moving, 
graduating students were honored with 
the senior tea, senior breakfast, senior 
chapel, class dinners, president 's re­
ception, senior luncheon for families 
and parents and a graduation reception 
following the commencement exercises. 

Oear Creek Night Riders cruise city 
' 'Thanks is long overdue for the crea­
tion of the Night Riders program made 
possible by Clear Creek Baptist 
School,'' said Pineville police chief 
David Hoskins. 

Founded in 1983 by Clear Creek stu­
dent Larry Thompson, the Night Riders 
are volunteer chaplains who ride in the 
cruisers , helping officers in their jobs 
and ministering to their personal needs. 

The Night Riders notion began when 
Thompson saw a police officer at an 
accident scene . "To bad there's nobody 
to help him minister to those tolks ," he 
thought . God asked , ''What about 
you?" Thompson protested, "B.ut , God, 
I don't know how," and God promised , 
to teach him . 

Inspired to develop a chaplaincy pro­
gram for the local police , Thompson 
enlisted the aid of Dudley Pomeroy, a 
Clear Creek professor who spent 34 
years as a chaplain, and the approval of 
the police chief. 

Besides patroling the city with the 
enforcement team, Night Rider duties 

include visiting officers and their 
families who are hospitalized, confiden­
tial counseling, conducting religious 
services, assisting officers in notifying 
families of injury victims and assisting 
in arrests. Night Riders are available on 
a 24-hour emergency call system. 

Thompson says, "They see ·us as part 
of the team; that they can rely on us, 
that we face danger with them." One 
student, John Muth, was wounded in a 
shooting incident when officers re­
sponded to a call on domestic violence. 
' 'Police officers face high stress situa­
tions, danger, criticism and frustra­
tions . They need someone who cares 
and understands.' ' 

Qualifications for Night Riders in­
clude strict standards of spiritual disci­
pline. Each applicant is personally in­
terviewed by Thompson before he is 
accepted into the program. 

Hoskins says, "We are thankful for 
the fellowship of men who go beyond 
the call of ministry to help othe'"s . They 
hold a special place in our hearts ." 
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