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Larry Lewis to be recommended to HMB post

by Jim Newton

Larry L. Lewis, president of Hannibal-
LaGrange College, Hannibal, Mo., has
been nominated for possible election as
president of the Baptist Home Mission
Board.

Lewis, 52, will be recommended to the
position by a seven-member search
committee during a called meeting of
HMB directors -Apr. 10.

Letters with a resume of Lewis were
mailed Mar. 30 to the 84 directors of the
HMB and to editors of state Baptists pa-
pers by the chairman of the board and
chairman of its search committee. The
letters asked that the information be
kept confidential until after the election
Apr. 10. News of Lewis’ nomination
broke publicly in the Apr. 1 issue of the
Atlanta Constitution.

The nomination was confirmed by
Troy L. Morrison, Montgomery,. Ala.,
chairman of the search committee rec-
ommending Lewis for the position, say-
ing the committee was unanimous in its
choice.

Lewis, contacted in Hannibal, Mo.,

said he felt the secular press stories de-
scribing Hannibal-LaGrange as “a tiny
fundamentalist college whose teachers
are required to affirm their belief in the
existence of a personal devil and a literal
hell” were negative and “perjorative.”

Lewis explained that the doctrinal
statement faculty and staff at Hannibal-
LaGrange are asked to support actually
is a resolution which was adopted by
the Missouri Baptist Convention, which
owns the school, and contains minimum
standards of conduct and morality.

“We ask our faculty and staff to re-
frain from use of tobacco, alcohol and
other harmful drugs, that they be active
in the church of their choice, that they
be clean, upright, Christian examples in
daily life and that they be born-again
believers in Jesus Christ,” Lewis said.
- “We also ask that they support a reso-
lution adopted by the Missouri Baptist
Convention in 1978, which requested
faculty and staff of all four colleges
owned and operated by the MBC adhere
to certain Baptist doctrines,” said
Lewis.

The resolution requested that faculty

WMU sets Apr. 24-25 session
at Elizabethtown Severns Valley

by Cathy Butler, Staff Writer

“Missions: Yesterday, Today, Tomor-
row” is the theme of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Woman’s Missionary Union annual
meeting at Severns Valley Baptist
Church, Elizabethtown, this month.

The two-day event begins Friday,
Apr. 24 at 9:30 a.m., with more sessions
at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. that day. The meet-
ing continues Apr. 25 with 9 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. sessions. Adjournment is set
for 3:15 p.m. Saturday.

In addition, a number of special in-
terest luncheons and dinners have been
slated.

The new WMU executive board will
meet Apr. 25 at noon at the Stone Hearth
Restaurant, while the Baptist Young
Women luncheon will be held at the
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same time at College Heights Methodist
Church. Baptist Nursing Fellowship
will meet Apr. 24, 5 p.m. at Severns Val-
ley Baptist Church, as will the Acteens
dinner.

Parents of foreign missionaries, fur-
loughing missionaries and home and re-
tired missionaries will hold a luncheon
Apr. 24 at Holiday Inn North. The as-
sociational WMU directors, DOMs and
spouses, former WMU executive direc-
tors and former state presidents will
have their luncheon Apr. 24 at Holiday
Inn South.

Mrs. Peggy Hicks, Louisville, presi-
dent of Kentucky’s WMU, will preside
at this year’s meeting. Other officers in-
clude vice president Kay Trisler, Har-
rodsburg; secretary Ruby Gisler, Dan-
ville; and executive director-treasurer
Dee Gilliland, Middletown.

The program is comprised of mes-
sages, prayer times, music, panel discus-
sions, theme interpretations, business
matters, testimonies and features on
WMU age level groups.

Sherri Lawhon will direct the music.
A Korean choir and Unity Nkosi, the
son of a South African national attend-
ing Southern Seminary, will provide

_special music.

Principal speakers include Melody
and David Graham, missionaries to
Dominica, where he is a dentist and she
is a church and home worker; Mrs. Mary
Saunders, a registered nurse and former
missionary to Africa whose husband,
Davis, is the FMB’s area director of
Eastern and Southern Africa; Wendell
Belew, the Home Mission Board’s as-
sociate vice president for missions and
strategy interpretation, Missions Sec-
tion; and Mrs. Marjorie McCullough,
president of Woman’s Missionary
Union, SBC. =

Freddie Neel will give dramatic
monologs as the characters of Annie
Armstrong, Lottie Moon and Eliza
Broadus. Miss Neel conducts a full time
ministry of sharing the gospel through
drama, comedy and seminars:

members of the four Missouri Baptist
colleges “believe in the inspiration of
the whole Bible, the inerrancy of the
original manuscripts, the existence of a
primeval couple named Adam and Eve,
the literal occurence of the miracles as
recorded in the Bible, the virgin birth
and bodily resurrection and the per-
sonal return of the Lord Jesus.” -

Hannibal-LaGrange, said Lewis, em-
ploys about 30 full time faculty and 40
staff members, has an annual budget of
about $3 million and an enrolment of
759 students.

Before assuming the college presi-
dency in 1981 Lewis was pastor of
Tower Grove Baptist Church, St. Louis.
Previously, he had served the Baptist
Convention of Pennsylvania-South Jer-
sey as director of religious education,
was pastor of a New Jersey church in
suburban Philadelphia, and a church in
Columbus, Oh.

Morrison acknowledged that Lewis is
not well known in the denomination.
Lewis was one of 64 candidates for the
position to succeed William G. Tanner,
Oklahoma City, who resigned last June.

Morrison said the committee inter-
viewed 10 candidates and felt Lewis was
best qualified for the nomination.

“After an interview with Lewis Mar.
9, we became convinced God was lead-
ing the committee to nominate him as
president,” said. Morrison. He stressed

Opal and Thurman Reynolds, members of Eastwood Baptist Church, Bowling Green,

the committee voted unanimously to
recommend Lewis during its last meet-
ing Mar. 27.

“Larry Lewis is deeply committed to
missions and evangelism and comes
with a background of both state conven-
tion experience and service as pastor of
three fast-growing churches in urban
settings,” said Morrison. ”We believe he
can give creative direction to the Home
Mission Board’s emphasis on reaching
America’s great cities with the gospel.”

While pastor of the largest Southern
Baptist church in Missouri, Lewis was
first vice president of the Southern Bap-
tist Pastors’ Conference and president
of the Missouri Baptist Pastors’ Confer-
ence. At the 1985 Southern Baptist con-
vention in Dallas he was chairman of
the resolutions committee. He also was
a member of the SBC resolutions com-
mittee in 1980.

A native of Missouri who grew up on
a family farm near Centralia, Mo., about
50 miles from the college he how heads,
Lewis said he understands both the
problems of reaching the cities and the
needs of rural people.

A graduate of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex.,
with BD and MRE degrees, Lewis also
is a graduate of Hannibal-LaGrange
and the University of Missouri. He has
a DMin degree from Luther Rice Semi-
nary, Jacksonville, Fla.(BP)

visit a homebound neighbor, Mrs. O. J. Stroud. Mrs. Reynolds is president of the
seniors organization at Eastwood. “Coming of Age: Senior Adults and the Churches”
is theme for Senior Adult Day May 3, sponsored by the Baptist Sunday School
Board’s Family Ministry Department. “Coming of Age” emphasizes the need for
senior adult church members to become involved in outreach activities.
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An authentic New Testament church trains its
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— sanford’s perspectives
Guest editorial by Tal Bonham, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, State Convention of Baptists in
Ohio, in support of Cooperative Program Day on the denominational calendar April 12.
Jack D. Sanford Llfellne to the wWor ld

“Take this and put it where it will do the most world. When a church gives to mission causes
good,” he said as he pushed a check into the hand through the Cooperative Program it encourages
of a Southern Baptist missionary who had just its members to deny themselves in behalf of a lost
preached on missions at his church. world.

“My wife and I thought about this request,” the
missionary recalled later, “and we decided that members to go two-by-two, door-to-door, leading
mission money does the most good and goes lost people to Christ while at the same time teach-
farther when given through the Cooperative Pro- ing its members to pray and give sacrificially to
gram.” reach a lost state, nation and world. It neither

The Cooperative Program actually serves as the focuses exclusively on Jerusalem nor the utter-
denominational budget for Southern Baptists. most. It is in the business of missions and
When you realize how it works, you also realize evangelism in Jerusalem, Judaea, Samaria and the
how very practical it is. Each Sunday, individual uttermost part of the earth—all at the same time.
Christians in almost 37,000 Southern Baptist
churches all over this nation drop coins, checks all over it. While there is nothing holy about our

-and bills into offering plates. These individual nature, I am not ashamed to be called a Baptist.
churches alone could not afford to support a Two basic Baptist principles are proclaimed in
worldwide mission program. But with each the Cooperative Program: (1) the ministry of the
church giving a proportionate percentage of its local church and (2) the priorities of missions and
income to our denominational budget, we are able evangelism.
to carry out the greatest mission program known
toman since Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world.” all give on a percentage basis and increase that

Each church decides what percentage of its in- percentage each year.
come will be given to our denominational budget.

Each state convention has a budget for state, na- Program because it is easy to understand and pro-
tional and world missions. Thelocal churches send

their part of that budget to the state where it is each Sunday the more money goes to mission
divided according to the instructions from the causes around the world.

state convention. .

Each church actually helps formulate this Program because it is equitable. Churches of all
budget by sending messengers to the annual meet- sizes are on the same level. On a percentage basis
ing of the state convention. From this budget a the smallest church can actually give as much as
predetermined percentage of the money is sent to the largest church.
world missions.

How is the money spent? It helps support over Program because money given to missions in-
3500 foreign missionaries in 106 countries where creases when it is given on a percentage basis.
over 13,000 churches baptize as many as 146,000
people each year. It operates six seminaries in through the Cooperative Program? That decision
America where more than 12,000 students are en- is strictly up to the local church. A few of our
roled. It supports more than 3700 home mis- churches give 20 percent or more while others give
sionaries across our nation and each week 12 radio a lesser percentage. We have a slogan in Ohio that
programs are produced and replayed over 6000 says “One to 10 and one-half to 20.”
times as well as many other worthy worldwide
ministries. less than one percent through the Cooperative

Our way of doing mission work is based on the Program are encouraged to increase their giving
Bible. Those who prayerfully recommended the by at least one percent a year until 10 percent is
Cooperative Program in 1925 were people of the reached. Churches now giving 10 percent or more
Book. are encouraged to increase their giving by at least

- When God created he created the whole world. a half percent each year until they reach the 20

When God loved he loved all the people of the percent goal and beyond.
world. When Christ died on the cross he died for
the sins of everyone in the world. When he com- world. May that lifeline be strengthened in your
missioned his churches he sent them into all the church.
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baptist news in brief

Ministers’ wives
choose luncheon theme

“Blooming Where You Are Planted” is
theme of the conference of Southern
Baptst Ministers’ Wives luncheon dur-
ing the St. Louis meeting of the South-
ern Baptist Convention.

Featured speaker for the meeting will
be Susan Baker, wife of U. S. treasury
secretary James Baker.

The luncheon will be held in the
Sheraton St. Louis ballroom at Conven-
tion Plaza Tuesday, June 16 at 12:15
p-m. Tickets are $12 if ordered in ad-
vance, $14 at the door.

For advance ticket reservations order
from Karen Hayner, 203 Whitehall Way,
Cary, N. C. 27511.

Smith

BJC committee nears final report

The report on a study of Southern Bap-
tist participation in the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs is almost
complete, the chairman of the special
committee conducting the study said.
The nine-member fact-finding com-
mittee was appointed in September by
the SBC Executive Committee. It has

been charged with studying the re- -

lationship between the denomination
and the Baptist Joint Committee, a re-
ligious liberty advocacy organization
composed of representatives from nine
Baptist bodies in the United States and
Canada.

The fact-finding committee was
formed in response to an effort at the
1986 SBC annual meeting to sever ties
between the convention and the Baptist
Joint Committee and establish an “ex-
clusive Southern Baptist presence” in
Washington.

The study committee drafted its final
report during a meeting Mar. 27 in
Nashville, said chairman Gary Young,
pastor of First Southern Baptist Church,
Phoenix, Ariz. As soon as the report is
typed, a copy will be sent to each
member of the fact-finding committee,
and that group will hold a telephone
conference call to secure its final ap-
proval, Young said. Then the report will

Missionary couple
robbed at gunpoint

Two men who gained entrance on the
pretense of asking for food robbed
Southern Baptist missionaries Jimmy

and Peggy Bartley of money and others .

items valued at $1600. . . :

The Bartleys, from LaGrange, Ga.,
and Harlingen, Tex., were in their home
in Montevideo, Uruguay, preparing to
leave for their church’s Wednesday
night service Mar. 18 when the robbers
appeared.

After gaining entrance, the men dis-
played a gun and a knife, demanding all
the money in the house. Included in the
money taken was $75 in offerings from

the previous Sunday service which .

Bartley was taking to the church treas-
urer and $250 in funds from the Baptist
Theological Seminary where he is the
administrator.

The robbers also took Bartley’s car
and house keys, two tape recorders he
uses to record a daily radio program,
four pairs of tennis shoes and Mrs.
Bartley’s jewelry. Then they locked the
couple in the bathroom.(BP)

be sent to members of the executive
committee and released through Baptist
Press.

“We hope this final release will take
place before May 1, which is 45 days
before the SBC annual meeting,” he
said.

The final report “will include an in-
troduction, a description of our meet-
ings and procedures, the scope of our
research, information relative to the
SBC Public Affairs Committee and our
recommendation concerning the revi-
sion of Bylaw 18, a report of our commit-
tee findings and our committee’s recom-
mendations,” Young said.(BP)

Reach the Lost: Give

by Bob Terry

Former Southern Baptist Convention
president Bailey Smith has accepted a
position on the board of directors of the
PTL television ministry following the
resignation of president Jim Bakker.

Smith, a full time evangelist, said he
was offered the post after Charles Stan-
ley, pastor of First Baptist Church, At-
lanta, and immediate past president of
the SBC, declined appointment to the
board.

Smith explained he accepted the posi-
tion, in part, because he did not want
to see the “PTL giant fall into the wrong
hands.” He said this was an opportunity
for Southern Baptists to influence the
future direction of the PTL television
ministry.

“We should be grateful to Jerry Fal-
well for giving Southern Baptists this
opportunity,” he said. Falwell is chair-
man of the PTL board after being given
the ministry in a private meeting by
PTL founder and former president Jim
Bakker.

A change in PTL programming is in
the works if Smith has his way. “I don’t
want to say too much,” he said, “but I
agree with Jerry Falwell that anything
takes on the stance of its leaders.” After
noting it will take time to make the
changes, Smith added, “If Baptists have
questions about this, I hope they will
just be patient.”

Smith noted the new PTL board rep-

g

. . . Cooperative Program Day
April 12,1967

- Smith named to PTL board

resents a wide range of evangelical lead-
ers including Baptists, Methodists and
Presbyterians. Only one new board
member, former Secretary of the In-
terior James Watt, comes from the As-
semblies of God, the denomination of
the former PTL leader.

Smith compared his service on the
new board to local community service
where Southern Baptist pastors serve
alongside other religious denomina-
tions: “The only negative thing about
serving on this board would be if there
were a change in me and that is not pos-
sible. I have strong doctrinal differences
with charismatics, and I'm not going to
back off that.

“If I thought for one second I would
have to compromise traditional Baptist
values, I would resign immediately.”
(BP)

‘Concern’ expressed
over RTVC finances

Members of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s Executive Committee have ex-
pressed “concern” over the financial fu-
ture of the SBC Radio and Television
Commission after being told efforts at
fund raising and syndication are below
expectations.

The Radio and Television Commission
is required to make monthly reports to
the Executive Committee under terms
of a September 1985 agreement which
allowed the Ft. Worth, Tex.-based
agency to borrow $10 million with a 10-
year payback and to launch a five-year
$10 million fund raising campaign to
repay the loan.

The Executive Committee created a
committee to study the financial affairs
of the RTVC. The committee, which has
been chaired by Harmon Born, an At-
lanta automobile dealer, will cease to
operate in June 1987 and its functions
will be assumed by the business and fi-
nance subcommittee. (BP)

Supplements tell story
of HMB missionaries

The Baptist Home Mission Board has
announced plans to tell the stories of
the agency’s 3637 missionaries by pro-
ducing Missions/USA supplements to
Baptist state papers.

The new effort of increasing Southern
Baptist awareness of missions in their
midst was unveiled by Bob Banks, in-
terim agency president, during the
March board meeting in Atlanta.

To reach a larger audience, Banks said
the agency would begin in September a
pilot project involving three Baptist
state papers. Stories and photographs
from Missions/USA, the board’s mag-
azine, will be printed and distributed as
supplements in the state papers.

During a five-month test period, the
supplements will be produced in the
Baptist Standard in Texas, the Califor-
nia Southern Baptist and the Biblical
Recorder in North Carolina and reach a
combined readership of 477,000.

The supplement is part of a four
pronged approach to tell the home mis-
sions story, Banks told the board’s di-
rectors. (BP)
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Things I plan to do

Planning should be a vital part of our
lives. Nelaton, the great French surgeon,
once said that if he had four minutes to
perform a lifesaving operation, he
would take one minute to consider how
best to do it.

There is substance to the cliche, “To
fail to plan is to plan to fail.” An old
Japanese proverb states, “When you're
dying of thirst it’s too late to think about
digging a well.” And Richard Cushing
said, “Plan ahead. It wasn’'t raining
when Noah built the ark.”

Moses better served the needs of his
people (and preserved his own sanity!)
when he wisely appointed helpers and
planned out strategy. A problem arose
in the early church because of lack of
planning (Acts 6:1ff) and our Lord
taught, “which of you, intending to
build a tower, sitteth not down first and
counteth the cost, whether he have suf-
ficient to finish it?” (Luke 14:28). Cer-
vantes said that to be forewarned means
to be forearmed; “to be prepared is half
the victory.”

I am convinced that most of us as
Christians go through life without plan
or design. We are more like the grass-
hopper than the ant. An anonymous au-
thor has said, “without plans we shall
be jostled and confused by events. . . .
We shall be like the paramecium, which
progresses through life by taking ‘avoid-
ance’ action. It bumps into an obstacle,
backs up, and goes off in a new direc-
tion.”

I am convinced that a Christian
should be prepared both for life and for
death. April is Volunteer Month. It is a
time for us to examine our lives to see
if we have committed them to the high-
est values in life, to check our commit-
ment to God’s will and to consider God’s
call to full time Christian service. Our
Lord commanded us to take up the cross
and follow him. This is the most impor-
tant thing in life.

Ithink a Christian should also prepare
for death. Isaiah told Hezekiah, “Set
thine house in order; for thou shalt die
and not live” (Isaiah 38:1). If the Lord
tarries his coming, I will die some day.
I must be prepared for this eventuality.
I must plan for everything I want to be
done when I go home to be with the Lord
and I must put it in writing. In short, I
must draw up a will.

Someone has wisely stated that he
who is not prepared today will be less
so tomorrow. Therefore, the things I
plan to do for my Lord, for my church,

baptist forum

SBA upholds Baptist principles

Thank you for the excellent article re-
garding the beginning of the Kentucky
chapter of the Southern Baptist Alliance
by Cathy Butler.

There are several points that need to
be made repeatedly until we Kentucky
Baptists have them fixed firmly in our
minds.

1. The SBA isniot an attempt to begin
a new denomination.

2. The SBA does not advocate the di-
version of Cooperative Program funds
or other regular SBC mission offerings.

3. The SBA is organized as an auxili-
ary within the SBC (like the WMU) with
a specific purpose and program.

4. The SBA purposeis to keep our his-
toric Baptist principles in the forefront
of the SBC dialogue.

5. The SBA program is to provide a
public platform for these principles and
a structure that can support these prin-
ciples in tangible ways (money) when
necessary.

6. Comparisons with the Genesis
Commission are unfounded. The SBA is
not in competition with the work of any
SBC agency.

7. The SBA is organizing around our
principles for the “long haul” within the
SBC. This does not mean we do not rec-
ognize the worth of those quieter ac-
tivities aimed at generating a represen-
tative turnout of messengers at the ’87

Advertisement

Many Hearing
Problems Can
Be Helped.

Chicago, 1ll—A free offer of special inter-
est to those who hear but do not understand
words has been announced by Beltone. A
non-operating model of the smallest
Beltone aid of its kind will be given ab-
solutely free to anyone who sends for this
free model now.

Send for this model, it will show you
how tiny hearing help can be. It is not a
real hearing aid and it’s yours to keep free.
The actual aid weighs less than an eighth
of an ounce; and it fits completely into
the ear canal.

These models are free, so we suggest you
write for yours now. Again, we repeat, there
is no cost, and certainly no obligation. All
hearing problems are not alike and some
cannot be helped by a hearing aid but many
can. So, send for your free model now.
Thousands have already been mailed, so be
sure to send your name, address, and phone
number today to Department 4855, Beltone
Electronics, 4201 West Victoria Street,
Chicago, Illinois 60646.

Offer not valid in California.

St. Louis SBC meeting. We pledge our
support for such efforts. But regardless
of the outcome of the ’87 St. Louis con-
vention meeting the SBA will continue
to organize and hold up Baptist princi-
ples of freedom.

Our next meeting will be Thursday,
Apr. 23, 7 p.m. at Deer Park Baptist
Church. All interested pastors and
laypersons are invited.

James W. Watkins, acting chairman
Kentucky Baptist Alliance

We don’t need more organizations

It’s hard to believe. My wife just re-
ceived a letter inviting her to join the
“National Fellowship of Baptist Men.”
According to their goals they will be
doing what our mission organizations
are already doing: “Helping Churches
Involve Men and Boys in Missions.”

But this is the first effort to organize
Southern Baptists according to their
special skills and interests. Isn’t that
great! Another way to divide us!

We don’t need another organization.
We need to surrender our will to God
and maybe he will work through the or-
ganizations we have.

E. D. Helton, pastor
Edgewood Baptist Church
Hopkinsville

God is still calling women ministers

It is a difficult challenge to live out one’s
calling in the best of times and under
normal conditions, but if one happens
to be a Southern Baptist woman, the call
of God can become a battleground en-
compassing friend and foe alike. I
choose the word “rape” to describe how
my convention makes me feel. The
Model Penal Code defines rape as one
compelled to submit by force or threat.
Women in Southern Baptist life who
have been called to ministry such as my-
self, are being told to stay in our places.
A societal myth concerning rape is that
if women dress and act like ladies, tradi-
tionally that is, they will not be raped.
Women who get raped ask for it, so they
say. I stayed in my place as a minister’s
wife 25 years. I finally realized my cal-
ling was as valid as that of my spouse.

Do Southern Baptists really think
they can whip God-called women back
into submission? If God calls, surely he
reserves the right to choose whomever
he pleases. If agencies such as the Home
Mission Board plan to keep victimizing
women, perhaps someone should inform
God to quit calling us. It is obvious God
is not keeping in line with SBC policies
these days, but goes right on fulfilling
the prophecy of Joel 2:28. As a recover-
ing victim who refuses to be a part of
the travesty I ask you, “Whether it is
right in the sight of God to listen to you
rather than God . . .” (Acts 4:19).

Jane Ferguson, student
Southern Seminary

Letters for baptist forum: maximum length, 300 words. Longer"
letters will be edited for space or returned for revision. Writer’s

signature, address, phone number and church affiliation required.

No form letters will be printed. Letters must deal with issues and

not make personal attacks.

Do Baptists publish too much?

Years ago I read a story about why the
sea is salty. A mill, activated and
stopped by secret words, would grind
out salt in unlimited quantities. A
greedy merchant went to England and
bought the mill. As he headed back
across the ocean, he uttered the word to
start the mill grinding. It turned out salt
until his ships were filled and the lives
of his sailors were threatened. He had
forgotten the magic word to stop the
mill. He had to throw it overboard, still
grinding. Salt continued to pour from
the mill. That is why the sea is salty.

A myth, we know. But there is a paral-
lel in the amount of literature Southern
Baptists grind out. Each year it prolifer-
ates as employes of the Sunday School
Board attempt to “publish or perish.”
We have a quarterly, brochure or “mod-
ule” for every aspect of our work. Each
year costs go up. I notice the Executive
Board recently voted to compile a new
Bible commentary that would reflect the
“inerrantist view.” Do we need such a
commentary at a cost of $1.5 million?
Why is most of our literature dated, even
though it is written far in advance of
publication?

We venture to say if we did a survey
of Southern Baptist buildings around
the world we would find a considerable
amount of unused literature. The ironic
thing about this is there are many rural
churches that do not have enough liter-
ature to have, for example, vacation
Bible school. Is our problem over publi-
cation or under distribution?

Has someone forgotten the secret
word to stop the Southern Baptist “salt
mill” from continuing to grind unless it
is actually needed? If we continue to
“publish” at an accelerated rate, we may
find ourselves “perishing” under the
weight of paper and words.

Oscar Davidson
Somerset

What is a “cooperating” church?

Over the past few years, Southern Bap-
tists have made a habit of labeling peo-
ple. If one believes one way, he is this;
if another believes the opposite, he is
this. Two words that get tossed around
are “cooperating” and “evangelistic.” It
amazes me how we tend not to hold to
the true meaning of either.

The word “cooperating” means work-
ing together for a common goal. Yet in
our convention, it has taken on a whole
new dimension. To be a “cooperating”
Southern Baptist church you must give
10 percent plus to the Cooperative Pro-
gram, buy all materials from Southern
Baptist material services and support
everything that comes from Nashville.
Is the church that gives 20 percent of its
budget to the Cooperative Program yet
does not use the SBC Sunday school
material “cooperating” or “uncooperat-
ing?” Is the church that uses everything
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the SBC puts out, gives to associational
missions and others and supports every
program but gives only six percent of
its budget to Cooperative Program “co-
operating“ or “uncooperating?” Ac-
cording to the true meaning of “cooper-
ating” both are!

The second word is “evangelism.”
Does not evangelism mean reaching out
to the lost and winning them to Christ?
What makes a Southern Baptist church
evangelistic? Is it because it is part of
the SBC, or is it because it pours thous-
ands of dollars into missions? The
“evangelistic” church is one that steps
out of its doors and evangelizes its com-
munity. Is a Southern Baptist church
“evangelistic” if it does not save a soul
or just a few? Is this a “cooperating”
Southern Baptist church?

I guess the solution to these questions
would be that a Southern Baptist “coop-
erating” “evangelistic” church is one
that gives 10 percent to Cooperative
Program and makes their goals for bap-
tizing 10 percent of their present church
membership.

Wayne Lipscomb, pastor
Fairlane Baptist Church
Alexandria

Female pastors, deacons rejected

As a Bible believing people we are con-
cerned that the Bible doctrine of South-
ern Baptists is changing. The scripture
found in II Tim. 3:16-17 should control
our philosophy of thinking concerning
scripture-based doctrine.

Today some Southern Baptists are
changing the Bible doctrine concerning
qualifications of pastors and deacons. I

>
S
£ S
Steeples
| Box 2250, Danville, VA 24541
in VA (804) 822-2000

Tim. 3:2-12 and Titus 1:6 clearly define
these qualifications.

These scriptures tell us the pastor or
deacon ‘should be the husband of one
wife. Standing firm on these scriptures
a woman cannot be ordained as a pastor
or deacon.

As a church that desires to be
grounded in Bible-based doctrine, we
feel portions of the Holy Bible cannot
be disregarded. We must accept the
whole Bible as truth. As a local church
body, we want to remain faithful to the
word of God by declaring we do not ac-
cept the ordaining of women to the of-
fices of pastor or deacon.

Stan Milby, pastor
Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Russell Springs

Editor’s note: The above letter from pas-
tor Milby was also signed by several
deacons and trustees of Mt. Olive Bap-
tist Church.

Boycott Las Vegas convention

Whereas, a great concern regarding the
choice of Las Vegas as a convention site
for the 1989 Southern Baptist Conven-
tion was expressed by messengers to the
1985 and 1986 conventions;

Whereas, the Southern Baptist Con-
ventions meeting in Dallas (1985) and
Atlanta (1986) approved by a narrow
margin the recommendation to retain
Las Vegas as a convention site;

Whereas, over $9 million was spent
by messengers to the 1986 Southern
Baptist Convention with similar, if not
larger, amounts likely to be invested

Ministry direction for your

REC FACILITY!
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“Program and Operation” Seminar

Sept. 14-17, 1987. For info, write
BSSB Rec, MSN 166, Nashville 37234
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into the economy of the Las Vegas bus-
iness community in 1989;

Whereas, this move by the Southern
Baptist Convention has already been
misunderstood and misinterpreted by
the secular press;

Whereas, Las Vegas, with its emphasis
upon sex and gambling, is not the kind
of atmosphere conducive to a Christian
gathering in which families, including
children, are traditionally present;

Whereas, the annual Southern Baptist
Convention meeting is not an “evangel-
istic enterprise” but a business meeting
ill suited to convey the kind of witness
that would justify meeting in such a city
as Las Vegas; and,

Whereas, the cumulative effect of the
aforementioned concerns would greatly
hinder both the Southern Baptist Con-

RETREAT FACILITIES
for all Seasons

Foothills of Great Smokies ° 30 minutes
from Gatlinburg ° Campus facilities
available ° Daily rates $17.50 per per-
son (lodging and three meals). ° Guests
provide own linens/towels * It is
suggested churches make reservations
early.

For More Information and Reservations
— Write —

Jackie Carpenter, Business Manager
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy
Seymour, TN 37865
(615) 573-8321

Chilhowee is an educational institution of the

vention and its messengers from the bib-
lical command to “abstain from all ap-
pearance of evil” (I Thes. 5:22).
.Therefore, be it resolved that we, the
members of Southside Baptist Church
meeting in regular business meeting on
March 11, 1987, refuse to participate in
the 1989 Southern Baptist Convention
meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada by ap-
pointing no messengers to that conven-

tion; and

Be it further resolved, that we encour-
age our pastor in his decision to boycott
the 1989 convention and support his ef-
forts to enlist others in this boycott; and

Be it finally resolved, that we call
upon officials of the Southern Baptist
Convention to consider finding a new
site for the 1989 Southern Baptist Con-
vention even if such action should in-
volve a forfeiture of money or the threat
of a law suit.

Richard L. Hutchens, pastor
Southside Baptist Church
Louisville

Tennessee Baptist Convention
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mountains to the mississippi

ordinations

Gary Martin was ordained a deacon by
Erlanger Baptist Church, Northern
Kentucky Association, Mar. 22.

Neal Prather was licensed to the minis-
try by Broadway Church, Tates Creek
Association.

Jackie Hoke, Tommy Hoke and Johnny
Prescott were ordained as deacons by
Scott’s Grove Baptist Church, Blood
River Association.

Maxie Young was ordained a deacon by
Lowell Avenue Baptist Church, Taylor
County Association, Mar. 29.

Jack Brooks was ordained to the minis-
try Mar. 29 by Florence Baptist Church,
Northern Kentucky Association.

personnel

Gary Emberton has accepted the pasto-
rate of Rock Bridge Baptist Church,
Monroe Association.

Archie Bullington has resigned as pastor
of Rough Creek Baptist Church, Allen
Association.

Mike Elliot will leave Jefferson Street

Chapel, Long Run Association, Apr. 20

to become executive director of Coali-
tion for the Homeless, an organization
of about 75 members from various social
service agencies in Louisville.

Elliot, a native of Savannah, Ga., has
served at Jefferson Street Chapel since
his graduation from Southern Seminary
in 1979. He is a graduate of Georgia
Southern College and holds both the
MDiv and MSW from Southern.

Norman Douglas has accepted the call
to pastor Barren Run Baptist Church,
Severns Valley Association.

Ed Hubbard resigned as pastor of
Okalona Baptist Church, Pulaski Asso-
ciation, to accept the pastorate of
Gamaliel Baptist Church, Monroe Asso-
ciation.

Rick Fory has resigned as pastor of But-
ler Baptist Church, Union Association
to accept the pastorate of First Baptist
Church, Lebanon Junction, Nelson As-
sociation.

Robert Lee Mills, chancellor for nine
years and president of Georgetown Col-
lege over 19 years, has been named pres-

Mills

Fory

ident emeritus by the school.

Mills, chosen Georgetown’s 20th pres-
ident in early 1959, came from the Uni-
versity of Texas where he had briefly
been professor of educational adminis-
tration and chairman of that depart-
ment.

Mills was widely known for his work
in public education finance.

Mills was honored twice by his alma
mater, the University of Kentucky. He
was named to a distinguished alumni
award in 1963 and the university’s Cen-
tennial award in 1964. He was granted
an honorary doctor of laws degree by
William Jewell College in 1971.

Ben Brewer, president of Baptist Hospi-
tals Inc., Louisville, was elected chair-
man of the American Protestant Health
Association during its 67th annual con-

" vention.

Brewer Las been a member of the
board of trustees of APHA since 1983.
Prior to his election to the board he was
a member of the Council on Association
Development and Education.

He served a term on the honors com-
mittee and the chairmanship of the
program committee for the 1982 Protes-
tant Health and Welfare Assembly
which was held in Louisville. He was on
the task force which recommended the
formation of the American Protestant
Health Corporation and has been active
in APHA'’s government affairs program.

Brewer has been with the Baptist
health care system in Kentucky since
1958.

Earl Lee Barnett has been called as pas-
tor of Valley View Baptist Church, Tates
Creek Association.

Walter Robinson resigned as pastor of

Galilee Baptist Church, Tates Creek As-,

sociation.

Doug Surber resigned as pastor of Hos-
man Baptist Church, Bell Association,
to go to Miami Shores Church, Dayton,
Oh.

Price Spencer

Steve Boyd has been called as pastor of
Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Rockcastle As-
sociation.

Ron Roberts has accepted the call to
pastor Brindle Ridge Baptist Church,
Rockcastle Association.

George Price will retire from the pasto-
rate of Greensburg Baptist Church, Rus-
sell Creek Association, Apr. 26.

A graduate of Georgetown College,
Price has pastored Glen’s Creek Baptist
Church near Versailles; First Baptist
Church, Lebanon Junction; Berean
Baptist Church, Kansas City, Kan.; and
has been interim pastor at several
churches.

Price was business manager of West-
ern Recorder from 1966-72.

He and his wife Betty Lou will reside
in the Summersville community of

Green County. Price will be available
for supply preaching, revivals and in-
terim pastorates.

" Don Spencer, director of the KBC An-

nuity Department, was honored by the
Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention for innovative work.
Spencer was one of two state annuity
representatives honored by the market-
ing division of the board.

“Don Spencer is a gifted champion of
the needs of God’s servants. I would add

. my congratulations to the honor given

by the marketing division,” said Darold
Morgan, head of the Annuity Board.

Roger Wolfe has resigned the pastorate
of Concord Baptist Church, North Con-
cord Association.

Wayne Mills has accepted the call to
pastor Dripping Springs Baptist
Church, North Concord Association.

Lloyd Mahanes is interim pastor of

Macedonia Baptist Church, Boone’s
Creek Association.

deaths

D. A. Meador, director of missions for
Blackford/Breckenridge Associations
from 1945-69, has died.

The funeral was at Hardinsburg Bap-
tist Church, Mar. 28.

J,.”fﬁ‘

Brotherhood leaders from seven states met for a regional skills conference at Cedar-
more Baptist Assembly Mar. 13-14. Sponsored by the Baptist Brotherhood Commis-
sion, the meeting focused on Baptist Men, Baptist Young Men and Royal Ambassador
programs going into effect in October. Attending the conference from Kentucky
included (I-r) Rob Carr, KBC Brotherhood Department; James Coffey, Farmdale
Baptist, Louisville; Paul Shaffer, Little Bethel Association; Bill Kaufman, KBC
Brotherhood Department; William E. Jones, western region; John Lott, Warren
Association; Bob Simpkins, Lynn Association; Forrest Chilton, Owen County As-
sociation; David Shannon, Elkhorn Association; Matt Sugg, Morganfield; and Ran-

dall Rogers, Greensburg.

James H. Cox
Associate Editor

fourth
estate

Time begins opening day

If there’s a Kentucky Baptist who loves
baseball better than yours truly it surely
must be A. B. Colvin of Middletown,
president of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention.

Make that two who love the game, for
A. B.’s wife Irene follows every pitch.
Even when he’s away on speaking en-
gagements, Irene attends the home
games.

My prediction is that Friday night
(Apr. 10), when the Louisville Redbirds
open their 1987 quest to capture the
pennant in the American Association,
A. B. and Irene will be in their tradi-
tional eighth row seats behind home
plate. In the course of the season, they’ll
be there 50 or 60 more nights to watch
their favorite triple A team. Since

baseball returned to Louisville six sea-
sons ago the Colvins have purchased
four season tickets each year. Two
grandchildren, a boy 15 and girl 12, have
priority on the two extra seats. But on
any given night, other adult friends of
the Colvins may be found beside
them. (They frequently dispose of all
four tickets on Sunday and Wednesday
nights, in case you're wondering.)

A. B'’s white hair contrasts neatly
with his red Redbirds cap. Irene often
wears earphones tuned to the play-by-
play radio announcers describing the
game she’s watching, her hands in a
popcorn container at the same time.

The Colvins are such regulars at the
games they have become friends over the
years with other season ticket holders
seated nearby. Because of their proxim-
ity to home plate, they have also de-
veloped on-going relationships with
some of the players, coaches and their
families.

While other folks are home watching
TV or working in the garden on long

evenings still lit by the last rays of sun,
the Colvins enjoy the company of friends
and the live drama played out in the ball
park nearly every night the home team
is in town.

A. B., a Kentucky Baptist Convention
staffer for 27 years until his retirement
in 1985, likes baseball because “an indi-
vidual has an opportunity to do a good
job. It’s a team sport; you win a game
and enhance your own standing.”

Baseball’s opening day (Apr. 6) is his-
tory. The Redbirds were in Louisville
that day, home from spring training in
St. Petersburg to face their parent club,
the St. Louis Cardinals, in an exhibition
game.

Some time ago, my wife and I v1s1ted
Irene Colvin in her hospital room where
she wasrecuperating from back surgery.
Despite some discomfort, Irene raised
up in her bed as we were leaving to re-
mind me, “See you Apr. 6.”

For baseball afficionados like A. B.
and Irene Colvin, the game simply isn’t
over until it’s over.



‘Fields & Stream’ time
for retiring journalist

by Marv Knox

Wilmer C. Fields has known thousands
of interesting people during three dec-
ades in Southern Baptist journalism.
Now he’d like to meet a lot of nice fish.

Fields retired Mar. 31, after almost 28
years as vice president for public rela-
tions of the Southern Baptist Executive
Committee, preceded by three years as
editor of the Baptist Record, newsjour-
nal of the Mississippi Baptist Conven-
tion. His journalistic career followed
pastorates in Louisiana, Kentucky and
Mississippi.

But his career has been identified with
his executive committee post, where he
has been “Mr. Communications” for
Southern Baptists. He has been press
representative for the convention and
directed Baptist Press, the convention’s
news service. For almost half his tenure
he also edited The Baptist Program, the
executive committee’s magazine.

When he took over Baptist Press in

the late ’50s Fields and one professional
editorial assistant in the Nashville office
were “it.” News staffs of Baptist agen-
cies were small, understaffed and, for
the most part, poorly trained. Further-
more, the process for disseminating
news to Baptist state papers and the sec-

ular media was feeble.

Upon Fields’ retirement, Baptist Press
has five bureaus plus its central office,
with a combined staff of more than 30
journalists. The press service is distrib-
uted to more than 400 subscribers, in-
cluding 37 Baptist state papers, several
hundred secular newspapers, magazines
and TV and radio stations, the major
wire services and scores of Baptist lead-
ers worldwide.

Fields continually has been inter-
viewed on television and radio and
quoted by newspapers and magazines.
For gratis, he wrote an article on South-
ern Baptists for the Saturday Evening
Post that sold more than one million re-
prints. He has presided over the news-
room at 27 SBC annual meetings that
have drawn hundreds of reporters to
scrutinize Southern Baptists for a week
each June. He has been national presi-
dent of three major religious news and
public relations organizations. His
“summer seminars” have introduced
denominational journalists to leaders of
secular and religious news organiza-
tions around the world.

Along the way he has maintained a
strong sense of churchmanship and
commitment to young people. That has
been evidenced by the 20 years he and
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Wilmer C. Fields examines a new fishing p
career as a Southern Baptist journalist.

his wife, Libby, have served in the col-
lege Sunday school department of First
Baptist Church of Nashville.

Incurably curious, Fields has traveled
in 96 countries. (That’s why he’s known
worldwide as W. C., although in the
Orient its Wubble-Yu-Si; in Germany,
Vublsee; in West Texas, Dub Cee.) His
home is a museum of social anthropol-
ogy; the walls covered with hundreds of
memorabilia, from a 1000-year-old
Crusader’s helmet to an African tribal
spear to almost 200 Raggedy Anns and
Andys to a wooden airplane propeller.

Winners: sharing selves, gospel in literary event

by James H. Cox, Associate Editor

The response of a group of Kentucky
Baptist Men to a natural disaster, a re-
tired couple’s experiences as mission
volunteers in the west and a first person
account of sharing the gospel in Kenya
have become prize-winning subjects of
Western Recorder articles.

Each was declared a winner by a panel
of recognized communications leaders
in an annual writing competition among

the Baptist paper’s state correspon-’

dents.

The Wilmer C. Fields Incentive Writ-
ing Competition, established in 1984,
signifies excellence in writing. It was
named for the vice president for public
relations of the SBC Executive Commit-
tee, who retired from that post Mar. 31
of this year. (See adjacent story.)

Entries in the annual competition
named for him are based on 10 criteria.
A Western Recorder staff committee
recommends to the judges writing done
by state correspondents which, on a
point system, has reached a certain level
of achievement. The judges then select
three winners.

Judges this year were Louisvillians
Denise George, prominent freelance
writer, speaker and Broadman Press au-
thor; Greg L. Hancock, director of the
Communications Division, Kentucky
Baptist Convention; and Robin Oldham,
assistant director of communications,
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children.
All three have been state correspondents
for Western Recorder earlier.

The first place entry selected by the
judges was contributed by Mrs. Charles
M. Darland of Elizabethtown, who lived
in Independence, Ky. at the time of writ-
ing. She had captured third place in the
competition a year earlier.

Her winning entry, for which she re-
ceived $75 from Western Recorder, was
a front page report published Mar. 18,
1986 of the state Brotherhood disaster

team’s response to a tornado which
touched down in northern Kentucky
earlier that month.

Through words and pictures, Suzanne
Darland captured the human pathos of
people helping people in a time of need,
according to judges.

She recounted her observation of one
woman, her hand black with mud from
picking up bricks and pieces of the roof
of her house, carrying lunch back for
her husband. “Just one sandwich,” she
told the Brotherhood relief team, when
offered two. “There’s plenty other
people who need it.”

Ironically, both second and third
place prizes in the writing competition
were captured by one person, who had
also won the first prize a year ago.

For her second place entry, “Two
Kentuckians share in Utah missions
work,” published Mar. 4, 1986, Mrs.
W. T. Stegall of Salem, Ky. received a
$50 prize.

The third place entry, “Mission team,
Kenya pastor work together,” published

Oct. 21, 1986, brought Pauline Stegall -

an additional $25.

The story of Nancy and Bill Childress,
Kentuckians who reached retirement
and decided to offer themselves through
the Home Mission Board’s Mission Ser-
vice Corps, is chronicled in the second
place entry. Active in First Baptist
Church, Smithland, the Childresses—

Darland

Stegall

he, a soil conservationist; she, a home
ec teacher—felt God had “more in store
for them.”

They applied to MSC, were accepted,
and went to Richfield, Utah, a mile high
city of 6000 with 95 percent Mormon
population. Their exciting adventures
as they share the gospel with people of
all walks made “interesting reading.” At
the close of the story, they urged Ken-
tucky Baptists to support the Coopera-
tive Program and the Annie Armstrong
Offering.

“We've seen it working,” they al-
lowed, after their face-to-face en-
counter in the American west.

Mrs. Stegall’s other winning entry is
a first person account by Kuttawa, Ky.
evangelist Don Short concerning his trip
to tell the Good News on the Indian
Ocean coast of Kenya.

At Mombasa, the second largest city,
he found 700,000 people, growing at the
rate of 3000 per day. Because Mombasa
is on an island, it is approached in one
direction by a ferry boat. Short set up
a PA system in the back of missionary
Ralph Bethea’s dilapidated truck and
began to preach.

“Every 20 minutes the ferry arrived
bringing anywhere from 500 to 2000
persons,” he recalled. Speaking through
an interpreter, Short led dozens to re-
ceive Jesus.

The story ends with Short telling how
his interpreter became a friend. “Any
credit for success doesn’t go to the
preachers from Kentucky,” he intones.
“It goes to a native pastor who sincerely
prayed” (for success).

All three of the winning entries in the
Fields Incentive Writing Competition
detailed Kentuckians giving of them-
selves to help others. One story was in
the state, one was in home missions, one
was in foreign missions. A judge
suggested that people reaching people
is what “most people may really want
to read about.”

ole as he contemplates life folowing his

The latter is appropriate for Fields has
been a pilot since his college days. He
has flown everything from a Pan Amer-
ican Airways DC-4 to a Sweitzer 232
glider. An adventurist, he and his wife
and children, Randy, Christy and Becky,
have camped and hiked in forests from
Baja California to Labrador, from Key
West to the Pacific coast of Canada.

Fields’ curiosity and penchant for
words and images, as well as his depth
of travel and acquaintances, have made
him an inveterate storyteller. An eve-
ning in his home or in a restaurant on
one of his journeys is filled with tales
of travel, from Alaska’s Bering Straits
to China’s Great Wall to a mission
church in Africa to the bayous of his
native Louisiana. y

But in all his stories the people he has
known shine through. His love for and
interest in people stand out as he spins
his yarns. The stories are filled with
names, and not just cronies and big
shots. He’s as apt to recall the name and
characteristics of a taxi driver ' or
bellboy as he is the president of the Bap-
tist World Alliance.

That’s because people matter. “The
thing that comes to my mind most are
the friendships—people I've come to
know in all kinds of places and cir-
cumstances,” Fields reflects.

As much as he’s been a people person,
Fields says that’s the area he would
work on most if he could pursue his
career again: “I'd be more concerned
about the personal qualities involved
than about institutional relationships. I
think I'd try to see the individual in
clearer perspective among the throngs
of people.”

Fields apparently has done a better
job of that than he gives himself credit,
for the “throngs” have recognized him.
Both his alma maters have honored him
—Louisiana College with an honorary
doctorate and Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary with an alumnus of the
year award. The Baptist Public Rela-
tions Association, over which he pre-
sided in 1970-71, voted last year to name
its annual awards competition for him.

He has turned down five offers to
work and plans to heed friends’ advice
not to get “too deeply inivolved” in proj-
ects immediately following his retire-
ment. But wherever he roams, the roads
in Fields’ future most likely will lead
him back to people.

Like the Apostle Paul, he says, he ap-
preciates all kinds of people. “I'm a
debtor to the Greeks and the barbarians,
the wise and the unwise,’” he quotes.

And if all goes as planned, Fields will
have a special sense of gratitude to some
guide who introduces him to a really
nice mess of fish.(BP)
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“How does the Cooperative Program work?”

In the Southern Baptist Convention
there are over 14 million church mem-
bers in more than 37,000 churches lo-
cated in all 50 states. These churches,
like First Baptist Church, Owensboro,
and Severns Valley Baptist Church,
Elizabethtown, are committed to carry-
ing out the Great Commission of our
Lord to evangelize the world. The

| TRUDY JOHNSON
| Church and
Community Ministries
Phoenix, Arizona

The Cooperative Program is how
we do missions. Our associational theme
this year is “Doing together what we can't
do alone,” which I think sums up what the
Cooperative Program is all about. In my
work, the Cooperative Program provides
personnel, materials and conferences for
us to minister to the people of Phoenix.
But more than that, it connects us to a
network of people with the same commit-
ment of winning our land for Jesus Christ.
The Cooperative Program means that my
tithes and offerings are being used in a
unified manner to help fulfill the Great

Commission. . C
cooperative program l

Cooperative Program provides the way
_ for each of us to participate in all South-
ern Baptist mission causes in the state
convention and around the world.
Cooperative Program giving is set in
motion when the members of cooperat-
ing Southern Baptist churches place
their gifts in the offering plate. As these

- monies are received, the allocation for

Cooperative Program ministries in each
church budget is mailed to the state con-
vention office by the church treasurer
or financial secretary. Each state con-
vention Cooperative Program ministry
budget is adopted at the annual state
convention meeting by messengers from
the cooperating churches in that state
convention. :

Cooperative Program monies remain-
ing within each state support a variety
of ministries. Last year, the Kentucky
Baptist Convention retained 63.125 per-
cent of $16,900,000 in Cooperative Pro-
gram funds it received from nearly 2300
churches in the state. The KBC distrib-
uted these funds, according to its
adopted budget, to meet the mission
needs in our state.

The state convention budget provides
for all those ministries and indicates
what percentage of the Cooperative Pro-
gram funds received from the churches
will be forwarded to the SBC.

The Cooperative Program is the way
state conventions and the SBC work to-
gether to extend the ministry of the local
church around the world.

Cooperative Program Day will be ob-
served Apr. 12 as a time of special em-
phasis on the mission ministries and
missionaries supported through the
Cooperative Program. The Cooperative
Program, a plan adopted in 1925 by
Southern Baptists, is the primary
method of underwriting the financial
needs of the agencies of the SBC.

It is a time to confront ourselves as
individual church members with the
many mission needs and opportunities
around the world. It is a time for each
church to accept the challenge to in-
crease the percent of its income to be

given through the Cooperative Program.

Extensive suggestions for the promo-
tion of this special day may be found in
the booklet, Planning for Lay Involve-
ment in Cooperative Program Day. A
copy of this booklet can be found in the
March issue of The Baptist Program and
in the April-May-June issue of Dimen-
sion. -

The theme for this year’s celebration
is “Reach the Lost: Give.” It is based on
Luke 24:47. This theme directs our
thinking to the dream of “Sharing the
gospel with everyone on earth by the
year 2000.”

Baptist missionaries continue Ecuador relief

Baptists in Ecuador are preparing to
distribute about 30 tons of Southern
Baptist provisions for Ecuadorians
stricken by earthquake last month.

A cargo jet packed with food, blan-
kets, clothing, building materials and
tools landed in Quito Mar. 24. Although
the provisions were unloaded that eve-
ning, a nationwide strike caused a two-
day delay in distribution, said Larry
Doyle, chairman of the organization of
Southern Baptist missionaries assigned
to Ecuador.

Missionaries are working with Ecua-
dor Baptists in a relief program they
planned together the week after two
powerful earthquakes jolted an area
east of the capital city in early March

and destroyed sections of the region’s
most important roadway and the coun-
try’s most important pipeline.

After meeting immediate needs, mis-
sionaries may ask for volunteer work
teams from the United States to rebuild
schools and public buildings, Doyle
said, stressing such action would occur
only in cooperation with the govern-
ment’s education department.

The food, clothing and building sup-
plies were purchased with money pro-
vided by the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board, the Florida Baptist Con-
vention and Florida Baptist churches.
State Brotherhood departments from
Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and South
Carolina also gave funds.(BP)
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Cindy Lewis Lanham ’'84
Pharmacist
Central Drug Center
Campbelisville, Ky.

“The Natural Sciences Division at
Campbellsville College made the dif-
ference for me. It was one of the
faculty members there who helped
me choose pharmacy as a career,
and it was the instruction that |
received while at the College that
gave me a good, solid background
to help me to be a success in
pharmacy school.”

A proven record of
excellence
ina
Christian environment

Thinking College?

THINK
CAMPBELLSVILLE
COLLEGE

Winfrey Bates '73
Librarian
Mannsville Elementary School
Mannsville, Ky.

“When | decided to return to college,

Campbellsville provided me with a sched-

ule that allowed me to get an education as
well as to care for my family. | am now a
librarian at Mannsville Elementary School,
and thanks to Campbellsville College, |
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Max Heath '69
Vice president/executive editor
Landmark Community Newspapers Inc.
Shelbyville, Ky.

“Campbellsville College provided me a
solid, liberal arts education that was
invaluable as an editor and manager of
people. | strongly recommend such a small
campus and a liberal arts, Christian educa-
tion to others.”

Dr. Tadarro Richardson ’74
Physician
Lexington, Ky.

“As a recent graduate of Campbells-
ville college, I'm sure that my educa-
tion was a quality one. Additionally,
the compassionate and caring atti-
tude that was present throughout the
campus, has carried over into my
practice of internal medicine in
Lexington, Ky. I'm sure that my
experiences at Campbellsville Col-.
lege helped make me a better
person.”

For admissions information
Admissions Office
Campbellsville College
200 College St., West
(502) 465-8158, ext. 218




Nevada, HMB plan
Las Vegas witnessing

Sponsorship of 25 church-type mis-
sions, statewide simultaneous revivals,
scripture distribution, house-to-house
witnessing and other similar activities
are projected for implementation prior
to the Southern Baptist Convention’s
annual meeting in Las Vegas, Nev., in
1989.

More than 30 pastors from across
Nevada met Mar. 12-13 with represent-
atives of the Baptist Home Mission
Board to discuss plans for evengelistic
and church starting efforts and to high-
light positive results of the SBC’s deci-
sion to hold its meeting in Las Vegas.

Messengers chose Las Vegas as the
1989 SBC meeting site during the 1983
annual meeting in Pittsburgh. An
evangelistic emphasis in connection
with the annual meeting was included
in the vote to go to Las Vegas.

The central evangelistic emphasis will
be simultaneous revivals held across the
Nevada Baptist Convention, using the
theme, “Here’s Hope: Jesus Cares For
You.” The Nevada revivals will be a
pilot for SBC-wide simultaneous revi-
vals in 1990 using the same theme.

Nevada Baptist Convention Execu-
tive Director Ernest B. Myers said of the
impact of the planned activities: “This
is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for
Nevada Baptists. When the plans be-
come reality, it will put the work of
Southern Baptists in Nevada ahead by
years, while reaching thousands of
people with the. gospel of Jesus
Christ.” (BP)

The
COOPERATIVE

PROGRAM

ople
Centered

Church & Institutional Furniture

Graham Manufacturing Company
Auburn, Kentucky
(502) 542-4192 (502) 542-4714
*Custom built furniture for your church
*Cleaning, reconditioning and
upholstering present pews

*Free estimates
*Choice of solid wood or upholstered pews
*Call or write for free colored brochure
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Baptists top $9 million in hunger gifts

Southern Baptists gave more than $9
million to worldwide hunger relief in
1986, the second-largest amount ever
given through the Foreign and Home
Mission Boards.

The 1986 total of $9,089,279 was 23
percent less than the record $11.8 mil-
lion given in 1985, but nearly a $2 mil-
lion increase over the amount given in
1984. The 1986 total is more than $8 mil-
lion above 1977 contributions.

For 1986, the Foreign Mission Board
reported receipts of $7,790,128, com-
pared with $10,625,897 in 1985 and 1984
receipts of $6,548,901. Thirty-four per-
cent of the 1986 receipts came during
the last two months of the year after the
observance of World Hunger Day in Oc-
tober.

Unlike the Foreign Mission Board, the
Home Mission Board’s hunger contribu-
tion climbed slightly to $1,299,151 in
1986 from $1,204,249 in 1985. The 1986
figure was more than twice the $617,817
received in 1984.

“The increase in domestic hunger giv-
ing, beginning in 1985, reflects in large
measure the implementation of the 1981
Southern Baptist Convention recom-
mendation that undesignated contribu-
tions to world hunger be divided, with
80 percent going to the Foreign Mission
Board and 20 percent going to the Home
Mission Board,” explained Robert Par-
ham, director of hunger concerns for the
Christian Life Commission. “Several
state conventions, however, still send al-
most all their hunger receipts to the

Foreign Mission Board,” he said.

“In spite of financial hardships in
many of the oil- and farm-based econo-
mies, and in spite of a dearth of U. S.
media coverage about overseas hunger,
Southern Baptist support for world
hunger programs administered by the
Home and Foreign Mission Boards re-
mains strong,” Parham said. “Southern
Baptists, however, still are giving less
than $1 per person each year to feed the
hungry and to help them to feed them-
selves. We must continue to be generous
with our energies and financial re-
sources in support of Southern Baptist
domestic and overseas hunger prog-
rams.” (BP)

classifieds

For Sale: A. B. Dick Offset Press Model 310XL
and master maker. Purchased new 1982, under
maintenance contract. Call: Broadway Baptist
Church 502-895-2459 3-31-3T

Needed: Minister of Music and Youth. Mission-
ary minded church of 600 located in Western
Ky. seeking qualified individual to fill dual posi-
tion of Minister of Music and Youth. Music pro-
gram consists of graded choirs from pre-school
through senior citizens. Other music offerings
include Adult Ensemble and Two Handbell

“Choirs utilizing 3 octave of handbells. QUALIFI-

CATIONS: Degree in Music Education, Semi-
nary Training preferred, 2 to 5 years experience
desired. Salary commensurate with qualifica-
tions & experience. Interested persons should
send resume and salary history to: Music Search
Committee, Northside Baptist Church, P.O. Box
463, Princeton, KY 42445 3-24-3T

A.B. Culbertson and Company

invites your
INDICATION OF INTEREST TO

FIRST MORTGAGE BONDS

EARN UP TO:

10.50%

These bonds may be placed in a self-directed Culbertson
IRA. Transfers and rollovers accepted, in most cases.

(e
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to prior sale.

Interest Payable Semiannually By Check
This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation
of an offer to buy. The offer is made by prospectus only.

A.B. Culbertson and Company

S enc® Investment
Bankers e
1250 Continental Plaza
Fort Worth, Texas 76102
Member: Midwest Stock Exchange

Obtain a prospectus which describes all of the particulars of this undertaking. Read it carefully
before you invest or send money. All bonds are offered at face value plus accrued interest, subject

SIPC

SECURITIES INVE $1OR SROTECTION CORPORATION

CALL COLLECT OR RETURN THIS TO:

Donald Matl Account Executive

Lexington, KY 40507

Name

163 West Short Street, Suite 201

Please send me information on the First Mortgage Bonds
currently being offered by A.B. Culbertson and Company.

Call Collect:
(606) 252-7483

Street

City,State,Zip

Phone No.

=
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are given hope.  __._ ..

Eldred M. Taylor
Executive Director
10501 Shelbyville Road
Middletown, KY 40243

homes
for
children

Kentucky springtime

Spring in Kentucky truly is a special
time. From east to west and from south
to north the whole state seems to come
alive in the spring. To me it is a very
uplifting time. It is cause for a new
spring in one’s step and a new en-
thusiasm in life.

Recently I have had occasion to be in
much of the eastern half of Kentucky.
It is so enjoyable to see the whisper of
green, pink and red beginning to show
in the tree tops. It gives the appearance
of little soft clouds on the mountain
sides.

Next I traveled to speak at a church
not far from the Mississippi River in
western Kentucky. Spring in the west-
ern part arrives a little sooner than in
the rest of the state. Again the flowers
are so bright against a background of
emerald green grass. Fruit trees with
their white and pink blossoms highlight
the beautiful landscape. Creeping
phlox, redbud trees, tulips and red
japonica all add color to the scene. One
has to realize that spring in Kentucky
is special.

This year Easter comes in April. How
significant that this special celebration
of the resurrection of our Lord comes in
the spring. Of course we celebrate the
resurrection every Lord’s Day. But once
each year, at the time known as Easter,
our celebration of the resurrection is
highlighted in special ways. With the
fields becoming green again, the flowers
bursting forth, and birds singing it
seems that all of nature around us is
celebrating the resurrection, too.

Our Lord’s resurrection is so impor-
tant because it makes possible our sal-
vation and our resurrection. That means
that in Christ we have a second chance.
Isn’t it wonderful that our Lord loves
us enough to forgive our sins and save
us.

A second chance is what Baptist
Homes for Children is giving to ne-
glected, dependent children. What a joy

" to provide a Christian, home-like envi-

ronment for children who have not had
a proper chance.

To see them respond first to human
love, and then to the love of God, is like
seeing springtime come in their lives.
How I thank God for spring in Kentucky
and spring in the lives of children who

f
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Barkley Moore
President

Onecida Baptist Institute
Oneida, KY 40972

oneida
journal

The Oneida Rocket

There it sat. Blue and white. The great
motor pulsating with power, built for
500,000 miles of travel—yes, half a mil-
lion miles. Countdown. Two minutes to
7 a.m. and holding.

The door closed. No one could be seen
about the vehicle. Though I could not
see inside nor could I hear, I knew from
past experience what was happening.
All heads were bowed in prayer prepar-
atory to a once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence. Then at 7 on the nose, there were
three great revs of the engine and they
were off.

The Oneida Rocket?

No, just our old faithful former
Greyhound bus off on another senior
trip to Washington, D. C. with a bunch
of excited seniors and staff chaperones.

Breakfast at Oneida, lunch in
Abingdon, Va. and supper in a suburb
of Washington. Checking into their
motel rooms that Friday night, they then
toured the Jefferson Memorial, the
Marine Corps Memorial, and reportedly
some wept at the Vietnam Memorial,
America’s own wailing wall, that has
such a powerful effect on the many
thousands who see it by day and by
night. Then there isnothing more majes-
tic than walking up the lighted steps and
seeing the brooding Lincoln seated in
his chair.

Day two began with breakfast and
arrival at the White House at 8 a.m. for
a specially arranged V.I.P. tour. Then
up in the elevator of the Washington
Monument, and a tour of the Museum
of Air and Space. The group afterwards
picnicked at Haynes Point, an island in
the Potomac River.

Following this our students had the
privilege of being on the maiden voyage
of a new tour boat, the “Mt. Vernon,”
down the Potomac to Washington’s fa-
mous home and tomb. True to the trad-
ition of nearly 200 years, all boats who
pass that famous house salute it with
the ringing of their bells or the blowing
of horns.

Then it was an evening at the theater,
Ford’s Theater, to see the hilariously
funny play “Nunsense.” But as the lights
dim one cannot help but look upward
to the very box where Lincoln sat that
fateful night.

Sunday found our group in Arlington
Cemetery for the ever solemn hourly
Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldiers. That ceremony
is always one of the unforgettable
memories of anyone’s trip to Washing-
ton. It was made even more so for our
group this year. Students from another
school included two young people whose
father had been killed in Vietnam. Again
there were many tears from watching
onlookers and classmates as they were
permited to place a wreath.

Our group saw the new monument
just dedicated to the seven Challenger
astronauts. Also they visited the grave-
sites of John and Robert Kennedy, saw
the eternal flame, and straight up the
hill is the home of Robert E. Lee.

Morning worship was at the Luther
Rice Memorial Baptist Church in Silver
Spring, Md. These mission-minded
people warmly welcome our students
each year. Several are longtime suppor-
ters of Oneida. A former missionary to
Ethiopia spoke fluentty with some of our
Ethiopian students, who were delighted
to hear an American speaking their na-
tive tongue.

Then followed a picnic in Rock Creek
Park where Teddy Roosevelt romped
and Woodrow Wilson courted his second
wife. A delightful Sunday afternoon was
spent with the animals of the National
Zoo and a glimpse of the famous pandas.

The day ended with a leisurely supper,
window shopping, and all the ice cream
everyone could eat, a yearly tradition.
New records were set.

The story of Oneida’s 39th annual pil-
grimage to Washington continues in
next week’s column.

H. C. Chiles
Clear Creek Baptist School
Pineville, KY 40977

sunday
school
lessons

LESSONS FOR APRIL 12, 1987

Life and work series

Rejecting God’s authority

Luke 20:9-12 In this parable Christ
introduced an absentee landlord who
owned a tract of land far from where he
resided, planted a vineyard, rented it to
tenants, and withdrew from it, fully ex-
pecting the vineyard to be productive.

When the proper time had elapsed, the
owner sent his servants in turn to get
some of the fruits from the vineyard, or
to bring some of the profit from the har-
vest. One by one each of the servants
received violent mistreatment, and was
sent away without a portion of the har-
vest.

Luke 20:13-16 Finally the owner
of the vineyard decided he would send
his son to collect the portion which be-
longed to him. Reasoning that by killing
the heir of the vineyard, they would pos-
sess it the tenants slew him.

Luke 23:20-25 The leaders of Isra-
el did everything within their power to
turn the crowd against Jesus and clam-
ored for him to be put to death. Since
they could not put a person to death,
because the Roman rulers alone had that
authority, they brought Jesus before Pi-

late and demanded he pronounce the

death sentence on Christ. In light of the
specific charges which they made
against Christ, Pilate decided he would
give him a personal examination. Pilate
concluded Christ was only a harmless
enthusiast, and not a rival of Caesar.

Pilate not only announced Christ not
guilty of the charges, but declared: “I
find no fault in this man.” Pilate actu-
ally wanted to satisfy both the enemies
and the friends of Christ, but that was
an utter impossibility.

Instead of releasing Christ Pilate cast
aside all sense of justice and “gave sen-
tence that it should be as they required.”
His release of the guiltless prisoner, and
his sentence based entirely upon the de-
mands of the hostile mob resulted in the
death of Christ.

International series
Death on the cross

Luke 23-38 Of all methods of put-
ting people to death, crucifixion was the
most horrible and shameful. In a further
effort to disgrace him, Christ was
crucified between two robbers.

After removing Christ’s garments, his
executioners laid him on his back on the

-cross, which was lying on the ground,

drove the spikes through the palms of
his hands, fastening them to the ends of
the crosspiece, and nailed his feet to the
upright piece. The cross was lifted on
end and dropped into a hole in the
ground, leaving Christ to suffer a pain-
ful death as the blood dripped from his
head, hands and feet. Christ prayed:
“Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do.”

A superscription, which contained the
accusation against Christ, “THIS IS
THE KING OF THE JEWS,” was placed
above his head in Hebrew—the lan-
guage of religion, in Greek—the lan-
guage of culture, and in Latin—the lan-
guage of government. The religious
leaders challenged him to: “save him-
self, if he be Christ,” but had he done
so the scriptures would not have been
fulfilled.

Luke 23:39-43 At first both of
these robbers, who were crucified with
Christ, showed the baseness of their
character by reviling Christ. As the day
wore on one of them observed the won-
drous bearing of the saviour and lis-
tened to his matchless words. The per-
fect innocence of Christ touched this
robber deeply. He ceased to rail at him
and received Christ as his saviour.

Luke 23:44-48 Luke informs us
Christ’s cry from the cross, “Father, into
thy hands I commend my spirit,” was
not made in subdued tones, but with a
loud voice. He was in possession of all
his powers, and of his own accord was
giving up his life for our redemption and
salvation.

William W. (Bill) Marshall
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, KBC
Box 43433 .

Middletown, KY 40243

on
mission
together

Growing & groaning

Times are tough for Oklahoma Baptists.
Their executive board voted unani-
mously Mar. 17 to cut back temporarily
their Cooperative Program giving to the
SBC. ,

Just two years ago, Oklahoma and
Florida became the first state conven-
tions to achieve, simultaneously, a 50-50
distribution of Cooperative Program
funds. The board’s recent action moved
the SBC portion back to 44% and the
state’s portion to 56%. .

Some observers would suggest that
the cut would have needed to be even
more drastic if Oklahoma had more in-
stitutions to support. Oklahoma has
only one college—Oklahoma Baptist
University. -

Why did such an action become neces-
sary? Most Oklahomans would probably
give a one-word reply: economics.

In those years when the convention
boldly planned for a 50-50, they enjoyed
healthy growth of the previous year:

1980 - 15.3%, 1981 - 16.3%, 1982 -
14.9%. ; :

However, when the books were closed
on Oklahoma’s giving in 1986, the re-
ceipts from the churches were down
over the previous year by $2.5 million—
the first time since 1933 that Baptists
in Oklahoma contributed less than the
previous year.

When the “fuel” that spawned the 50-
50 division sputtered, they took the only
sensible action they could. They put the
matter in the hands of a responsible ex-
ecutive board committee last November
who between then and now, did their
homework on their recommendation.

What they discovered in their re-
search is more than an economic down-
turn. What they discovered is of growing

concern to those who watch Cooperative

Program gowth.

True, the economic impact is stagger-
ing in that state of wheat and oil
revenues. On the bottom line, people
without jobs, or who have reduced in-
comes are simply unable to contribute

as much to the local church as before.

However, their research revealed that
the proportion of undesignated church
offerings going to Cooperative Program
has fallen in 10 years from 10.2%to
8.9%. While Cooperative Program dol-
lars have increased (until last year) each
year for 10 years, the proportion of un-
designated offerings going for the
Cooperative Program has decreased. (In
1986, Kentucky Baptists contributed
through the Cooperative Program
11.6% of their undesignated offerings,
well above the 10.6% SBC average in
1985-86.) )

Oklahoma Baptists have “regrouped.”
They will still try to achieve a 50-50 dis-
tribution, but their action pegs such
growth on the growth of giving from the
local churches: Arkansas Baptists took
a similar action recently.

Kentucky Baptists are headed for a
40-60 distribution. We’ll have to grunt
and groan to get there. Beyond that, a
new kind of generosity—not just hope—
will have to take us.
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Missionaries start nomadic churches in Africa

by Faye Burkwall

Tall, thick, rainy-season grasses some-
times overlapped the pathway as we
trekked single file through the savannah
land.

I, the only woman, trailed along be-
hind partly because of custom, but also
because the Fulani people walk fast.
Ahead of me were Adam, Sani, Jobo,
Yohanna, my husband Paul, and our
teenage son David.

We were going to a camp site of the
Fulanis to help them organize a church.
This is a seminomadic clan that stays in
one place long enough for its cattle to
deplete the grass and water. Their
houses are made of grass mats. If they
are Christians they set up a church
wherever they make camp.

A typical Fulani clan has less than 50
people and many are related to each
other. Moving about with their cattle is
their whole way of life. Their diet con-
sists of corn, cow’s blood and milk.

Southern Baptist missionaries in re-
cent years have been able to talk to these
shy people camped along roads in the
bush or near towns and get them in-
terested in Jesus ‘Christ. Eventually
some become Christians and a nomadic
church is started.

As we walked, a cluster of round grass
huts came into view. I saw a bare, care-
fully swept yard dotted on one side with
stakes for tying the cows after a day of
roaming for grass and water.

An old man—thin but somehow
strong looking—sat on a goatskin mat
under a shea nut tree, weaving strips for
a straw hat. We had a lengthy greeting

BSSB intensifies its
evangelism emphasis

Helping Southern Baptists understand
the urgency for reaching lost persons for
- Christ is a critical role for the Baptist
Sunday School Board, according to
board president Lloyd Elder.

Speaking in a Challenge 10/90 Update
panel discussion to be transmitted in
April on the Baptist Telecommunica-
tions Network, Elder said an emphasis
on Sunday school enrolment and
evangelism “is a powerful tool for the
local church.”

The Sunday School Board is em-
phasizing evangelism by committing re-
sources to the Challenge 10/90 effort to
reach a Southern Baptist Sunday school
enrolment of 10 million by 1990, Elder
said.

Another way the board is emphasizing
evangelism through the Sunday school
is to begin printing the plan of salvation
on the inside front cover of all Sunday
school literature, Elder said.

Elder said focusing on evangelism and
“reaching the lost masses” will be
needed for Southern Baptists to experi-
ence breakthroughs in church member-
ship and Sunday school enrolment.

Also speaking on the Challenge 10/90
update, Sunday school department
evangelism consultant Tom Lee pointed
out that increasing Sunday school en-
rolment is crucial for a church to in-
crease its baptism rate.

“We need to refocus our attention on
reaching adults. All Sunday school
workers need to have witness training
to equip them to lead Sunday school
members and parents of children who
are members to Christ,” Lee said.

The Challenge 10/90 update will air
on BTN April 8 at 11 a.m. and April 14
at 2 p.m. (CDT).

and walked to the first grass hut to
speak to an elderly woman lying on a
straw mat inside. A woman and girls
inside were pounding guinea corn.

Another woman was poking a cooking
fire. She was beautiful despite her mis-
sing front teeth. She wore six necklaces,
rings on her fingers and toes, and brass
and silver bracelets. Ancient coins were
visible in three-inch earrings hanging
from greatly stretched earlobe holes.

A boy was sent to nearby villages to
summon others to our meeting to or-
ganize a church. He found a few men
digging weeds in a corn field. Cattle her-
ders came, along with Daniel and
Samuel, whom my husband had bap-
tized four years earlier.

Daniel, Samuel and 15 others bap-
tized by Paul had become members of
Nigeria’s first Fulani-speaking Baptist
church, Jerusalem Baptist Church.

Now Daniel, Samuel and their young
wives had moved on with their cattle to
an area that had no church or Christ-
ians. They wanted a church.

S

Another young man, Buka, wanted to
become a Christian. At first, his father,
the straw hat weaver, opposed his son’s
intention. But he approved when the boy
vowed he would respect his father and
continue working for him.

Twenty-four of us sat on mats as the
sun sank and we planned the church
that would be born the next morning—
Sunday morning.

There were problems. The group
probably would have to move soon to a
new place. But all agreed that a portable
grass structure would be built and car-
ried from place to place.

What about a leader? They decided
Sani would travel 10 miles from his vil-
lage to meet with them on Sunday morn-
ings.

They chose a plot for the church shel-
ter between the villages. A few trees
were cut to signify plot ownership, and
we prayed for the Lord’s blessings on
this venture.

Amid a Sunday morning misty rain,
we spread the mats in Daniel’s yard,

Paul and Faye Burkwall visit with some Fulanis in a village near Kaduna, Nigeria, where the Bﬁrkwalls are Southei'n B;xptist
missionaries. The Fulanis are a seminomadic clan who live in many parts of Nigeria.

which was close to the church plot. His
wife brought out a calabash of hot por-
ridge. Chickens pecked around and two
young goats played nearby. I wondered
if anyone would be attending other than
Buka, Daniel, Samuel and their wives.

Then, five other women with babies
and trailing children joined us timidly.
They sat on overturned pots, and about
10 other men rested on mats. We sang
“My God Is So Big and Mighty,” and
there was a sermon. The congregation
lingered after the service. Daniel and
Samuel beamed with excitement be-
cause a church had formed.

The next Sunday there was even more
evidence of a new church. In the forest
clearing with a shady mango tree for a
roof, stood Nazareth Baptist Church.
The pews were forked stakes driven into
the ground with poles stretched across.
The pulpit and pastor’s chair were made
of stakes and poles. Soon there would
be woven mats and a grass roof.

Best of all, this church would move
with them and their cattle.

Cherry Chang’s ministry continues among Asians

by Elizabeth Watson

Although Cherry Chang was born in the
Chinese year of the tiger, she attributes
her boldness to Christ alone.

With that boldness the graduate of
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary has spent the past 25 years
leading the Asian community in Los
Angeles to Christ. Because of her great
impact, the Committee of Southern
Baptist History of the California Baptist
Convention presented Mrs. Chang with
its Heritage Award last year.

Mrs. Chang and her late husband,
Yung Kiang Chang, began the Mandarin
Baptist Church in Los Angeles in 1961.

“Whenever Yung and I would drive
by a bus stop and see Asians, we would
offer them a ride home and share the
gospel with them,” Chang said. At other
times she would pore over a phone book
looking for Asian names and call people
and invite them to church.

But Mrs. Chang doesn’t have to do
that anymore. “People just walk in to
Mandarin Baptist Church; no need to
knock on doors, or search for people.
They just come,” Mrs. Chang said.

Mandarin Baptist Church began with
only seven members. It was the first

G

Southern Baptist church established in
Hollywood. Today the 800-member
church has sponsored three missions
which are now  self-supporting
churches.

Mrs. Chang came to America with her
husband in 1948 to study at Southwest-
ern. The Chinese Baptist Seminary sent
the Changs to Ft. Worth to secure doc-
toral degrees in theology and religious
education.

“We chose Southwestern because it
was the only seminary which allowed
women in its doctoral program at the
time,” Mrs. Chang said. “My husband
wouldn’t go to America without me.”

One year after the Changs left China,
Communists seized control of the
Chinese government. “We prayed about
returning to China, but were convinced
it wasn’t God’s will for us to do that,”
she said.

In 1951 the Foreign Mission Board in-
vited the Changs to teach at the new
Baptist seminary in Taiwan. They
worked there until May 1961, when they
moved to Los Angeles to start Chinese
Baptist work.

“God burdened us with the thousands
of Mandarin-speaking Chinese flooding
America,” Mrs. Chang said. “There was
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no Mandarin-speaking mission any-
where in the United States. Most immi-
grants were settling in Los Angeles, so
we decided to begin a ministry there.”

The work grew quickly. The church
reached out to Mandarin-speaking
Chinese, Laotians, Koreans, Viet-
namese, Japanese and Indonesians. !

Since her husband’s death in 1975, she
has carried on the Asian ministry in Los
Angeles. She served as assistant to
church ministry at Mandarin Baptist
Church from 1975 to 1978. The Home
Mission Board appointed her associate
missionary and church growth consul-
tant to Asians from 1978 to 1981.

Mrs. Chang also served as a member
of the Foreign Mission Board from 1975
to 1983. In her spare time she substi-
tuted at California Baptist College, di-
rected the Chinese School of Theology
for Golden Gate Seminary and served
‘as language coordinator of WMU for the
California Baptist Convention.

Mrs. Chang is just as bold at 72 as she
was in the year of the tiger.

“Iam accused of having a naive faith,”
Mrs. Chang said. “But it is my source of
strength and courage. With it, I am full
of joy and optimism for today and to-
morrow.”
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1987
KENTUCKY WMU
Annual Meeting

Severns Valley Baptist Church, Elizabethtown
MISSIONS: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow

April 24-25

Call to Order: Friday, April 24, 9:00 A.M.
Adjournment: Saturday, April 25, 3:15 P.M.

Guest Speaker . . . . . . . . Marjorie McCullough A
N riocks cc““ough Guest Speaker . . . . . .. ... M. Wendell Belew copri o g

Theme Interpretations ... .. ... Freddie Neel

Music Leader and Soloist . . . . Sherrie Lawhon

Instrumentalist/Accompanist . . .. Dan Lawhon

Special Music . .. ... ... ... . Korean Choir

MK Testimony . . . . ..... . . . . Andy Wakefield

Testimony in Music and Word . . . . . Unity Nkosi

“My BYW Commitment” . . . . . . Julie W. Eaton

Missions, Ethiopia . Mary Saunders

Missions, Dominica . . David and Melody Graham
Missions, Liouisville Inner City
' . . . . James F. Holladay, Jr.

(Pre-session music ten minutes prior to each session.)
W. Wendell Belew Mary Saunders
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Freddie Neel Sherrie and Dan Lawhon David Gr:






