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W.R. Davenport 
of Campbellsville 
to step down from 
20-year presidency 
Campbellsvill~ (Ky.) College president 
W. R. Davenport has announced plans 
to retire Dec. 31, 1988. 

At the close of his tenure Davenport 
will have served 20 years as president 
of the four-year liberal arts college in 
central Kentucky. • 

Davenport told trustees his health is 
a "major consideration" in his retire­
ment. "I want to leave this position 
while my health and vitality are strong," 
Davenport told the trustees. 

He has suffered from rheumatiod ar­
thritis for over 20 years and said he had 
noticed some "gradual physical deterio­
ration" over the last two years. 

"For the past six months or so the dis­
ease has intensified and is becoming sig­
nificantily more painful and limiting," 
he said. 

However, Davenport said another 
reason for his early retirement is the 
"sense of God's leadership." He told the 
trustees, "I sense that it is now within 
God's time to let a new leader assume 
this responsibility and lead the college 
into the 21st century." 

Davenport told the trustees, contin­
gent on the desires of the board and the 
new president, he would like to serve in 
some post at Campbellsville College fol-. 
lowing his presidency. His major inter­
est would be public relations and image 
enhancement and/or fund raising. 

Davenport told the trustees, "It is an 
honor, and I 'count it all joy' to have 
had the special privilege of serving this 
board and this college as its chief execu­
tive officer and of working with these 
dedicated colleagues for 19 years." 

He told the board he wanted "my final 
year" in the presidency to be "as forceful 
and productive as it is possible for me 
to make it." 

Davenport, who turned 62 Dec. 8, said 
his retirement could have been post­
poned until he was 65 or later, but he 
felt the time was now. 

Davenport has been in higher educa­
tion 40 years as a teacher and educator. 
He was educated in elementary and sec­
ondary schools in Missouri, his native 
state, and received his AB degree in 
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chemistry from the Universtiy of Lo1;1is­
ville. 

His MS degree in science education 
and his EdD in administration and 
supervision are from the University of 
Arkansas. 

He has been a teacher, principal and 
professor in Arkansas, Indiana and Mis­
souri. His immediate position before be­
coming president of Campbellsville Col­
lege was professor of education and 
chairman of the Department of Educa­
tion at the University of Michigan, Flint. 

Davenport said many of his plans for 
Campbellsville College have material­
ized. He told the board, "Significant 
among these is reinforcement of a col- · 
lege with strong academic quality pos­
sessing the vital margin of an equally 
strong evangelical Christian orientation 
and commitment." 

Davenport and his wife, Jai;i.et, have 
four children, Liz Wilson, Marty Daven­
port, Mary Davenport and Susan Stew­
art. They have seven grandchildren. 

ACTS announces 
1988 preachers 
Four Southern Baptist pastors have 
been selected as 19 8 8 preachers for pro­
grams on the ACTS television satellite 
network. 

Ed Young, pastor of Second Baptist 
Church, Houston, Tex., was named 
preacher for the morning edition of "The 
Baptist Hour." He will replace James 
Flam.ming, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Richmond, Va. 

Preacher for the evening "Baptist 
Hour" will be Joel Gregory, pastor of 
Travis Avenue Baptist Church, Ft. 
Worth, Tex. Richard Jackson, pastor of 
North Phoeniz (Ariz.) Baptist Church, 
was preacher in 1987. 

The two "Baptist Hour" speakers also 
will sh~re responsibilities on "Baptist 
Hour" radio programs. Gregory will be 
the radio preacher the first six months, 
and Young is to be preacher the last six. 

Preachers for two other programs will 
be Frank Pollard and John Bisagno. 

Pollar, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Jackson, Miss., replaces Gregory on 
"Word of Life." 

Bisagno continues as speaker for the 
long-standing "Invitation to Life" 
evangelistic program. Bisagno, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Houston, Tex., has 
been preacher on the revival program 
since it began in 1984. 

The changes will be effective Jan. 17. 
(BP) 

West's departure signals finish 
of Kentucky-Kenya partnership 
by James H. Cox, Associate Editor 

G. Allen West steps down Dec. 15 as 
assistant coordinator of the Kentucky­
Kenya project, the man through whose 
hands most of the stateside logistics of 
the far-flung volunteer missions enter­
prise have passed since early 1985. 

With this successful venture behind 
him which saw more than 700 Kentuc­
kians visit the east African nation since 
1985, West is now ready "for the Lord 
to lead me" in a new •direction. 

After a brief holiday visit with rela­
tives and friends in Florida, he says he 
will be available for supply work and 
interims. He was also reelected last 
month as assistant secretary of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention, a post he has 
held four. previous years. 

A graduate of Stetson University, De­
Land, in his native Florida, and of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, West served two pasto­
rates- Bagdad, Ky., where he was 
minister to future governor Martha 
Layne Collins and family; and Wood­
mont Baptist Church, Nashville, a con­
gregation he served for a quarter-cen­
tury, 1942-67. He capped off the final 
years of his full time ministry as execu­
tive director of Long Run Baptist Asso­
ciation, Louisville. For four years fol­
lowing his retirement he taught part 
time at Southern Seminary's Boyce 
Bible School. 

One day last week in the office he will 
soon vacate in the Baptist Building in 
Middletown, West recollected his ex­
periences in the denomination. 

He remembered he went to Southern 
Seminary in 1936 with a "deep appreci­
ation" for the institution and "for my 
denomination." That had grown out of 
some summertime experiences of work­
ing· with the state mission board in 
Florida, and having attended a Baptist­
supported university. 

At age 32 he was offered the chair­
manship of the Bible department at 
Baylor University, but felt led to turn it 
down. That experience, however, 
brought him in touch with Austin 
Crouch, whose wife had recommended 
West, then a Nashville pastor, to Baylor. 
Crouch was executive secretary-treas­
urer of the SBC Executive Committee, 
and West's fellowship with him led hiin 
to" an even greater appreciation" for the 
denomination. • 

Together ... through the 
COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 

September.;.November Gifts 

November87 
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Month 
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G. Allen West 

As time went on, and his circle of 
friends enlarged, West engaged in re­
gular conversations about Southern 
Baptists with such denominational 
stalwarts as Duke McCall and Porter 
Routh, who followed Crouch; Routh's 
assistant, Albert McClellan; T. L. Hol­
comb, executive secretary-treasurer of 
the Baptist Sunday School Board; and 
James L. Sullivan, Holcomb's successor. 

"I could not help but see the bigness 
of it all," he remembers, fondly. "I 
dreamed dreams with them. Some of the 
old-timers wanted Southern Baptists to 
break out of their provincialism and 
move out into the world with the gos­
pel. " 

And how does that translate to the 
present? 

"Today," says West, "I feel so keenly 
the loss which has come to us as a de­
nomination. The binding bonds and en­
riching fellowship we knew then is gone. 
There's no , sense ~f 'oneness' i;ir 'to­
getherness' any more. We used to laugh 
a lot, but we haven't heard the sound of 
laughter in several years." 

To what does he credit the changes? 
Sociological changes in America have 

had their effects on Southern Baptists, 
a "microcosm of that society," West be­
lieves. He cites the racial situation·, 
youth rebellion and sexual revolution as 
things "impinging on us from the world 
as a whole." 

The "super church syndrome" ha.s 
added to Baptists' problems, West be­
lieves. He feels many y9ung pastors 
"want to go to a place where they can 
grow a super church." He describes 
some of these churches as "entities in 
themselves," where they seem to feel 
"they need nobody to help them." 

But with many forces impinging upon 
churches, including the urbanization of 
America and secularization of congre­
gations, West thanks God "for what he 
is doing in and through people." West 
is grateful for the "great host" of 
churches "on fire for 'Christ," which 
have caught a "fresh vision" of a world 
in need and supportive "of our world 
missions enterprise." 

Devoted to family, he is close to his 
children, Janet Dillard, Atlanta, and 
George Westl--Nashville; his second wife, 
Jean, whom he married when their first 
mates died; her daughter, Lisa, 
Burnsville, N. C., and son Richard, in 
the Air Force in Sicily; his children's 
and stepchildren's mates; and eight 
grandchildren among the four offspring. 

West's hobbies include travel, photo­
graphy and fishing. 
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sanford's perspectives 
Will your Christmas be stolen? 
Dr. Seuss created the Grinch who stole Christmas 
and all of us have marveled at the imagination 
and creativity of this gentle writer. We have also 
known Dr. Seuss as a man whose insight into the 
human condition ranked him several notches 
above the rest of us while he spoke in gentle terms 
even children could understand. 

Now a Baptist pastor has taken Dr. Seuss' 
Grinch one step further and applied it to the 
Christian condition in a way all can appreciate. 

Joe Thomas, pastor of Dawson Baptist Church, 
Daviess-McLean Association, wrote in the pas­
tor's column of his December newsletter that 
Satan is the real Grinch and that Satan can steal 
Christmas from almost anyone even before he 
knows the theft has taken place. 

Pastor Thomas illustrated what he meant by 
telling his congregation Satan could steal their 
Christmas by making them focus on the problems 
rather than the solutions in life and thus under­
mine their faith in God. 

Another way Satan becomes the Grinch who 
steals Christmas is by making people keep the 
Christmas celebration on a superficial level, in­
vesting time and resources in busyness and over­
looking the real meaning of the season. 

Finally, Thomas said the real Grinch steals 
Christmas by causing Christians to believe they 
have honored the Lord and his Christ by seasonal 
efforts at good will. 

When I read what pastor Thomas had written 
for his people I immediately knew the Grinch had 
been at work on me for years. I suppose many 
others have also fallen into Satan's trap and thus 
missed the glory and magnificence of this won-

drous time. 
I suggest a New Year's resolution before Christ­

mas. That resolution is that we will not allow the 
problems of life to control us but will turn life 
over to the sovereign God who controls all life, 
even our personal problems. 

The resolution would also include a firm resolve 
to go beyond the tinsel and clamor of routine 
Christmas celebration and search our soul for 
some .sense of communication with the living God 
who is in us and with us always. 

Finally that New Year's resolution would draw 
from us a resolve to be Christ-like in every re­
lationship, in every situation, for all the year and 
not only during the few days of Christmas. 

Often in the past I have been a real grump at 
Christmas because I did have problems which tin­
sel and artifical decorations could not drive away. 

My grumpiness was compounded by irritation 
because so many things had to be done, so many 
errands had to be run, so many presents had to 
be bought and such crowds of pushy people had 
to be circumvented before I could rest. 

The deepest grumpiness came because I knew 
deep within myself that I was not always Christ 
like in my relationship to others. 

I do not want the Satan-Grinch to steal my 
Christmas. The only way to be sure it does not 
happen is to attend to the real things of the Spirit, 
go beyond the outward trappings of the season 
and make a fresh commitment to be like Christ in 
all circumstances. 

It will be hard but it is worth the effort if we 
are to keep the Grinch from stealing another 
Christmas. 

, Where will it end, and when? 
Last week in two separate yet similar meetings 
advocates in the battle for control of the Southern 
Baptist Convention met to plan strategy and gear 
up for the SBC meeting in San Antonio. 

One side candidly admitted the meeting was a 
gathering of kindred souls who were interested in 
stopping the other side and electing a president 
sympathetic to their point of view. 

Not so from the opposite camp. That meeting 
was said to be for fellowship only, not a council 
for planning the coming confrontation. 

The truth seems to be that both sides in what 
the secular press has called the "Southern Baptist 
Holy War" met in preparation for another round 
in the continuing war. 

So we must ask, "Where will it end, and when?" 
There seems to be no end in sight regardless of 

who wins what. If the conservatives continue to 
elect the convention president and he, in turn, 
continues to appoint only representatives from the 
conservative camp there will be continued war­
fare . 

If on .the other hand the moderates are success­
ful in stopping the conservatives and their presi­
dent is elected, he will no doubt exercise his power 
in the same way as the conservative presidents 
have and there will be continued warfare. 

There seems to be no way to root out the suspi­
cion and dislike we see among so-called brothers 
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in the Lord. All of us seem to have forgotten we 
are all sinners, all in need of forgiving grace, all 
less than the Lord demands. 

The only solution that· makes any sense is to 
elect a lay person president of the SBC who has 
no political or theological axe to grind. We need 
someone who will make appointments to boards 
and committees on the basis of a person's compe­
tence to direct an agency or institution; the degree 
of commitment to cooperative missions a person 
has demonstrated through the years; and the per­
son's willingness to give self in service to Christ 
through the SBC. 

One other characteristic of the person who could 
pull us out of this fratricidal mess is a willingness 
to tolerate another brother whose point of view 
is different from his own. This is the achilles heel 
in the present conflict. 

Unless we find someone who can pull us to­
gether in something more than superficial ways, 
we will continue to see our baptismal rate fall, 
continue to see young people turn away from our 
churches and continue to see others take the place 
we could occupy in the mission ministry of Christ. 

Where will it end, and when? Only the Lord 
knows but many Southern Baptists are ready for 
it to end here and now. We just don't know how 
to pull it off. 

Advertising: Rates available upon request. Institutional columns 
on an inside page are paid space. 
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Earnestly Clfntend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.-Jude 3 
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baptist forum. 
Middlesboro church joins Alliance 

This letter is to inform you that First 
Baptist Church, Middlesboro, voted to 
join the Southern Baptist Alliance: 

This action was taken Nov. 11, 1987 
in regular business session with approx­
imately 80 people present. The recom­
mendation was presented by the 
deacons. Only one deacon opposed the 
recommendation and just three mem­
bers voted against this action. The mem­
bership dues have been paid to the 
Southern Baptist Alliance. 

Please know we will continue to sup­
port the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
This is becoming increasingly difficult 
for us because we are not in a local as­
sociation of Baptists. 

Bill Daniel 
Middlesboro 

Praise for James and Wilma Whaley 

I would like to share something with all 
Kentucky Baptists. God blessed me with 
the privilege to share Jesus Christ with 
the people of • Kenya. My church, 
Hopewell Baptist, Caldwell-Lyon Asso­
ciation and the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention made my mission trip possible. 
To each of these I say thank you. 

I want to share a part of my trip which 
has been on my heart for some time. 

The Nov. 2 7 issue of Western Recorder 
told of the arrival of the Whaleys back 
from Kenya and that stirred my heart 
once again. I would like to share my per­
sonal blessing with each of you. 

Our team of four arrived at Nairobi 
from Mombasa between 11 and 12 one 
night. The Whaleys were there to meet 
us. We went to their home at this hour 
and Mrs. Wilma fixed us some grilled 
cheese sandwiches. Believe me, they 
were well received after eating strange 
food for 1 7 days. 

Whaleys had love in their hearts for 
us somewhat like parents would have 
for their kids. This was a welcome I de­
sperately needed after being away from 
my family for 21 days. 

I want to thank James and Wilma 
Whaley for letting God use them to bless 
my life. I thank the convention, Brother 
Allen West and my Lord for making this 
mission trip possible. I commend all 
Kentucky Baptists for their prayers and 
support . 

Jimmie Gibbs 
Kuttawa 

Western Recorder promotes liberals 

Within the past several weeks I have ex­
perienced both disappointment and 
anger towards the editor and the many 
articles which keep appearing in our 
Western Recorder. In particular the ar­
ticles and editorials which have a mod­
erate (liberal) nature. 

The Peace Committee of our SBC has 
asked that all parties of our great de­
nomination refrain from inciting any 
more hostilities or causing any more 
polarization while it tries to reconcile 
our divided factions . 

Yet Western Recorder has chosen, 
especially in the past several weeks, to 
saturate our state Baptist paper with in­
flammatory articles concerning the sup­
port of women pastors, the Southern 
Baptist Alliance, the resignation of a 
seminary president and dean, the resig­
nation of a Baptist state editor and so 
forth. 

What really angered me was that dur­
ing our 150th meeting of Kentucky Bap­
tists Western Recorder in the Nov. 10 . 
issue (an issue which could have been 
used for promoting peace and harmony) 
cunningly increased their campaign to 
attack the conservatives of our denomi­
nation. 

It has become evident that Western 
Recorder is continuing its tradition of 
supporting liberals and others who 
choose not to believe the word of God 
as being complete and trustworthy in 
all areas and not just in the so-called 
areas of reality. 

As pastor of a church I will not at this 
time ask our church to drop Western 
Recorder but I will ask that we begin 
subscribing to another Baptist paper 
that will give a more accurate picture 
of what is happening in our convention. 

Mike Burnett 
Elizabethtown 

Elect lay people to offices next year 

As we prepare to celebrate "The Year 
of the Laity" during the 1988-89 con­
vention year, I would like to offer a sug­
gestion for consideration before names 
begin to circulate as possible candidates 
for president and vice president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

Why not elect lay persons, men and 
women, to these three offices next year? 
This is not likely to happen unless we 
plan for it to happen, because pastors 
have far more name recognition among­
the messengers than do lay persons. 

There is no implied criticism here of 
folks voting for their friends . Three 
people whom I admire were nom1.nated 
for the presidency this year and I voted 
for the one I knew best. 

I just think a great way to celebrate 
"The Year of the Laity" would be to 
choose our leadership from among the 
many capable men and women of the 
laity, who make up about 99 percent of 
the membership of the churches. 

Dick Allison· 
Georgetown 

Western Recorder is practicing war 

It doesn't look like you're speaking 
much peace and brotherly love in your 
Nov. 24 issue of Western Recorder. 

You are preaching peace in your 
editorial and practicing war in the rest 
of the paper. 

There is a continued bias to moderate 
reporting. Why didn't Western Recorder 
include the seven-point statement made . 
by the conservative group which met in 
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Georgia? Western Recorder practices 
selective reporting. 

Is it because the editorial staff of 
Western Recorder is afraid to present 
all the news? When Southern Baptists 
get an objective reporting with all the 
truth from both sides of the controversy 
they will make the right decision. 

Why is it that letters from conserva­
tive writers are held for long periods of 
time before they are printed? Why is it 
that . other state Baptist papers, even 
those directed by moderate editors , are 
fair enough to include complete articles 
and Western Recorder is not? 

Why is it that headlines over articles 
are often written in such a way to distort 
the meaning of th~ article? 

All I ask, along with thousands of 
others, is that Western Recorder be bal­
anced and fair to both conservatives and 
moderates. 

Allen F. Harrod 
Bellevue 

Editor's note: We would rather not 
print such negative letters but our desire 
to be fair to all Baptists compels us to 
print this letter even though the com­
ments of Mr. Harrod are sufficiently 
ludicrous as to merit no rebuttal. 

Cooperation is the Baptist way 

This letter is to share with your readers 
an example of church cooperation. Two 
small churches teamed forces to do what 
is often impossible for only one. 

Silas Baptist Church, Elkhorn Asso­
ciation and Garfield Baptist Church, 
Long Run Association, pooled resources 
to send Gogo Benson-Jaja to Opobo, 
Nigeria on a month-long evangelistic 
tour and to vist family whom he had not 

• seen in five years. 
Silas church is a rural congregation 

lead by Harold Butler and Garfield 
church is an inner-city congregation led 
by David Ransdell. 

Benson-Jaja is a doctoral student at 
Southern Seminary and is associate pas­
tor of Garfield church. 

He will take 250 copies of the Bible 
with him as well as song books. These 
materials will be sent to five Baptist 
churches which were burned by Moslem 
extremists in September. If any church 
has used song books or Bibles you wish 
to donate you may contact Garfield 
church at (502) 893-4462. 

We also wish to thank First Baptist, 
Carrollton and Hopewell Baptist, Madi­
son, Ind., and New Albany Methodist as 
well as friends at the seminary, Salva­
tion Army and Walnut Street Baptist 
Church, Louisville, for helping provide 
for the family of Benson-Jaja during his 
absence at Christmas. 

This is one of the finest examples of 
Christian sharing between small 
churches, combined with friends from 
larger churches, that I have ever had the 
privilege to witness, 

We smaller churches must continue to 
combine efforts to do what we alone find 
it difficult if not impossible to ac­
complish. 

We at Garfield hope this testimony 
may give several smaller churches hope 
for the new year. 

David Ransdell 
Louisville 

Letters for baptist forum: maximum 
length, 300 words. Longer letters will 
be edited for space or returned for revi­
sion. Writer's signature, address, phone 
number and church affiliation required. 
No form letters will be printed. Letters 
must deal with issues and not make per­
sonal attacks. 

Eldred M. Taylor 
Exetutive Director 
1.0801. Shelbyville Road 
Middletown, KY 40243 
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His name is wonderful 
Almost two thousand years ago, on a 
night the world has been pleased to call 
Christmas, a maiden named Mary went­
down into the mysterious depths of 
motherhood and came back with a baby 
boy. This child was given a name-a 
name that blossoms on the pages of his­
tory like the flowers of springtime; a 
name that echoes down the corridors of 
time like an anthem sung by a thousand 
choirs. It is a name that after 1987 years 
of scrutiny shines in the galaxy of the 
earth's great souls like the glory of a 
thousand suns. It is a name more mean­
ingful than all the names of the world 
put together. 

In the midst of all the joy and excite­
ment at this wonderful season of the 
year, there is a sincere concern on the 
part of believers. You see, there are so 
many who have never heard and many 
who have forgotten all about Jesus 
Christ, whose birth9-ay we celebrate. 
Therefore it is important that each of us 
help give Christmas its true meaning, 

Christmas should remind us of the 
most miraculous event in human his­
tory. The coming of Jesus was 
prophesied centuries before by prophet 
after prophet. Micah, inspired of God, 
put his finger on the very village where 
Jesus would be born centuries later. 
Isaiah also beautifully predicted his 
miraculous birth. 

Then came a time when prophetic 
faith became present faith- the promise 
was fulfilled . One of the greatest ser­
mons ever preached was delivered on 
that historic occasion. It was preached 
by the angel who appeared to the shep­
herds . That was the first Christmas ser­
vice. It was not conducted in a temple 
or cathedral but in the great outdoors. 
The good news of his birth echoed from 
the skies. And the shepherds, though 

. poor, hear the voice from heaven above 
the earth's gloom. The message came at 
night and the world also was wrapped 
in spiritual and moral night. But the 
lowly shepherds heard the good news .. 

For many it is night now in our world. 
There is hunger, privation, emptiness, 
sorrow and hurt. However, above the 
dark storm clouds the light of God is 
shining. When life breaks down, God 
will break through the blackness of sin, 
sorrow and doubt. His name is wonder­
ful! 

May you rejoice in the celebration of 
this wonderful name, Jesus, and may we 
help others know about this wonderful 
person, Jesus Christ. 
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baptist news in brief 
Baptis1ns 1nay dip to record lour for 1987 Panel meets to set fate 

of BJCPA funding 
Southern Baptist baptisms for 1987 
could plummet to their lowest level in 
nearly a decade if projections qy the 
Home Mission Board are on target. 

The year-end forecast, announced 
during the annual conference for South­
ern Baptist state evangelism directors, 
in Honolulu, predicts baptisms will drop 
five percent, to 344,000 conversions to 
faith in Christ. That figure is the lowest 
since 336,000 baptisms were registered 
in 1978. 

The projections were based on infor-

mation supplied by the directors and 
will result in a net loss of 19,000 bap­
tisms from the 363,124 reported in 1986, 
said Clay Price, HMB program research 
director. 

That was the year Southern Baptists 
conducted national simult.aneous revi­
vals and reversed baptisms from a four­
year decline. Conversions for 1986 were 
up four percent, or nearly 13,000, from 
the 351,071 reported the previous year. 

The data is a more optimistic projec­
tion than that expected to be released 

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

Dr. J. Robert White, 
Pestor 

From The 

First Baptist Church 
Paducah, Kentucky 

See it on 

MB 
"Christmas Shines On Lower Town" 

Decembe..r 22, *2:00 a.m. and *7:30 p.m. 
December 23, *7:00 a.m. and *12:Q0 Noon 

"Home For Christmas" 
December 30, *9:00 p.m. 

• All Times Eastern 

WORSHIP WEEKLY WITH US ON ACTS, 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, 9:00 P.M. (EST) 

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers 
to buy any of these securities. The offering is made only by prospectus. 

$10,000,000 

HOME MISSION BOARD OF THE 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
Church Loan Collateralized Bonds 

Series C 

Minimum Purchase - $500.00 

Proceeds from the sale of the Bonds, along with other available funds of Home 
Mission Board, will oe used to make direct loans to Baptist churches affiliated with 
the Southern Baptist Convention for the financing of sites and the construction of 
buildings in keeping with the Bold Mission Thrust emphasis of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. • 

Interest on the Bonds will be paid semi-annually. The Bond_s,will be offered with 
maturity dates varying from six month~ to fifteen· years and the interest rate will 
vary from 8.5% to 10.5% depending· upon the . maturity date as set forth in the 
Prospectus. 

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by calling (404) 898-7225 or writing 
the broker-dealer servicing the bond issue: 

. CITIZENS AND SOUTHERN SECURITIES CORPORATION 
Attention: Compliance Department 

33 North Avenue, NE 
18th Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308-0216 

Name _______________________________ _ 

Address----------------------------

City, State, Zip _____________________ __ _ 

. . . . . I would. like.ioformation about placing my in.vestment Jo .an IRA.acco.uat, . . - - -
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by the Baptist Sunday School Board, 
which bases its report on partial 
analysis of actual reports from local 
churches,-Price said. Based, on informa­
tion from the denomination's 37,000 
churches, the Sunday School Board is 
predicting the drop to be as high as six 
percent. 

If projections are on target, 1987 will 
be the second-lowest year for baptisms 
since 1950. That year Southern Baptists 
broke the 350,000 barrier by reporting . 
376,000 baptisms. (BP) 

High school young men 
set rally at Gatlinburg 
High school Baptist Young Men from 
eight states will meet in Gatlinburg, 
Tenn. Feb. 5-7, 1988 for the first re­
gional high school BYM rally. 

The event is targeted to members and 
leaders in Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. 

Sessions will be held at River Terrace 
Hotel and Conference Center. 

Information is available from the 
KBC Brotherhood Department or 
Brotherhood Commission, 1548 Poplar 
Ave., Memphis, TN 38104. (BP) 

• Quality facility to match budget. 
• More than 300 churches built. 
• Let us help you make your dream 
a reality. 

,Jc~ 
Church Designers and Builders, Inc. 

Box 591, Taylors, SC 29687 

FLAGSHIP 
KENTUCKY 

A seven-member subcommittee of the 
SBC Executive Committee began a 
study of convention funding of public 
affairs during a two-day meeting in 
early December. • 

The subcommittee, according to 
chairman Scott Humphrey of Alexan­
dria, Va., has a "very narrow assign­
ment: To study the details of the funding 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs and the Southern Baptist Con­
vention Public Affairs Committee. 

The question of who oversees the 
funding ·came about after messengers to 
the 1987 annual meeting of the SBC 
adopted the report of a fact-finding sub­
committee that revised the bylaw gov­
erning the membership of the PAC, and 
suggested the group work in conjunc­
tion with the BJCPA but also assume 
added responsibilities. 

Since the September meeting of the 
Executive Committee, when the study 
to clarify the funding dilemma was or­
dered, the PAC met again. In October, 
the PAC voted 8-4 to recommend that 
the SBC "dissolve its institutional and 
financial ties" with the BJCPA and re­
quested $485 ,200 "to fund _and staff" the 
PAC "as an agency of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention beginning Oct. 1, 1988. 

Humphrey said the study subcommit­
tee's responsibility is "to clarify the 
funding process in light of the action 
taken by the convention." During its 
early December meeting, the study 
group concentrated on the action of the 
annual meeting rather than focusing on 
the subsequent events. (BP) 

Evangelism directors 
elect Nevadan leader 
Don Ledbetter, evangelism director for 
the Nevada Baptist Convention, was 
elected president of the Southern Bap­
tist Fellowship of State Evangelism Di­
rectors during the groups' annual meet­
ing in Honolulu. 

Other officers are Jack Parrott, direc­
tor of evangelism for New York Baptists, 
vice president, and Dan Agee, 
evangelism director for Virginia Bap­
tists, secretary-treasurer. (BP) 

TAX EXEMPT FUNDT~, 
A municipal bond fund which offers 
capital preservation, conve-
nience and high current 
return. Free from Federal 
and State income tax 
for Kentucky 
taxpayers. 

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY ------------------------------------
Please ser,d me information on the KY Tax Exempt Funds 

Name · Ph. _____ _ 

Address _______________ _ 

City, St., Z;p ______________ _ 

Mail to: 

Jeffrey L. Antle, Sr. 

Stifel, Nicolaus & Co. 

P.O. Box70309 

Louisville, KY 40270 

_*Members lllew ~-?rk, Alllerican, Midwest Stock Exhchanges . .1-800-627-5300 
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Moderates consider SBC events Inerrant commentary 
may have 40 volum~s 

More· than 40 moderate leaders from a 
dozen states .met at Dallas-Ft. Worth 
Airport Nov. 30-Dec. 1 to review events 
in the Southern Baptist Convention over 
the past several weeks and to look "for 
ways to retrieve our national convention 
from the hands of the fundamentalists 
and return it to the mainstream Baptist 
people." 

Norman Cavender, layman from Clax­
ton , Ga. , distributed a prepared state­
ment following the two-day meeting 
and answered questions from the media. 

Contrary to what others may think, 
Cavender said, the meeting was not to 
discuss plans to elect a president of the 
SBC, although the presidential election 
was mentioned briefly and is "the bot­
tom line" in the struggle. He added 
Arizona pastor Richard Jackson is a 
likely nominee. 

The meeting was closed to the public, 
although Toby Druin, associate editor 
of the Texas Baptist Standard, who had 
learned the meeting was being held, was 
told he could sit in on the initial session. 
The offer was refused when he was told 
that not all of the meeting would be on 
the record. 

The Dallas-Ft. Worth meeting was 
called by Winfred Moore to discuss "the 
wrongs being inflicted upon the SBC." 

The meeting had been in the planning 
stage for several weeks, Cavender de­
clared, and was not in response to the 
Nov. 16 meeting of fundamental leaders 
in Atlanta. 

Both Cavender and James Slatton, 
pastor of River Road Baptist Church, 
Richmond, Va., denied their meeting 
was in conflict with the admonitions of 
the Peace Committee report, which rec­
ommended political meetings be discon­
tinued. "The Peace_ Committee under­
stands that Baptists are free people who 
have the right to meet together," Slatton 
vowed. "We are exercising that right." 

Following is the statment released at 
the conclusion of the meeting: 

"Two weeks ago, when leaders of the 
fundamentalist movement met in At­
lanta, they said they were having a 'pri­
vate fellowship meeting." ' 

As reported they also "declined to dis­
cuss the purpose of the meeting, who 
attended, what was discussed or who in­
vited them. 

"We are not engaging in this kind of 
cover-up. We still believe Baptist people 
are entitled to honesty. Therefore: 

"We have met to discuss the wrongs 
being inflicted upon the SBC, including 
the wrongs of dishonesty, secrecy and 
private agendas aimed at giving one fac­
tion total control of our convention. 

"l. Who invited us? Winfred Moore, 
by personal letter. 

"2 . Who attended? Pastors and lay­
people from a dozen states who are con­
cerned about what the Pressler/Patter­
son coalition is doing to our convention 
and the serious damage we see it inflict­
ing on our agencies and institutions. 

"3 . What was discussed? We discussed 
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the results of the recent state conven­
tions, which demonstrated that main­
stream Baptist people have rejected 
political fundamentalism . 

"We discussed the recent revelations 
that the Pressler/Patterson group had 
installed in Virginia a secret, com­
puterized system of grading the state's 
pastors on a scale of fundamentalist vot­
ing loyalty and for putting fundamen­
talists in vacant pulpits throughout the 
state. 

"We discussed the open, all-out at­
tacks this same group had launched in 
Georgia against Mercer University and 
the editor of the Christian Index. 

"We discussed the tragic events at 
Southeastern Seminary where the fun­
damentalists now control that board. 

"We discussed how the fundamental­
ists are using the Peace Committee to 
install a creed throughout the SBC. 

"4. What was the purpose of the meet­
ing? To discuss all this. But more, to 
react for the growing number of Baptist 
people who are fed up with fundamen­
talist control of the SBC. 

"We are trying to give shape to that 
grassroots Baptist reaction. We are 
looking for ways to retrieve our national 
convention from the hands of the fun­
damentalists and return it to the 
mainstream Baptist people. 

"In sum, the purpose of the meeting 
is simple: to resist fundamentalist con­
trol of our local churches, our state con­
ventions and our national convention. 

"We see a new energy and wisdom 
among the people. Baptists in the in­
dividual states want an end to fun­
damentalist control. We are working to 
cooperate with them and coordinate 
these_ Baptist efforts." 

Below is a list of 25 of those who at­
tended the meeting. Forty-two people 
were at the various ·sessions but some 
left before they were asked to sign the 
list an others declined to sign. 

Texas: W. Dewey Presley, layman, 
Park Cities Baptist Church, Dallas; 
Charles R. Wade, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Arlington; J . Neal Rodgers, 
editor of Baptist Laity Journal , Dallas; 
John F . Baugh, layman, Second Baptist 
Church, Houston; A. David Courtade, 
layman, Gambrell Street Baptist 
Church, Ft. Worth; Claudia Barner, 
layperson, Wilshire Baptist Church, 
Dallas. 

Georgia: Welton Gaddy, Mercer Uni-

-classified ads-
FOR SALE: Church bus; 16 passenger; Dodge; 
Call : 606-364-5540 12-8-2T 

$66-$1320 
Over 90% of the adult population wear prescrip­
tion or sun glasses. CLEAR DAY anti-fog, anti­
static lens cleaner is easy to demonstrate as a 
fund raising item. Example, 40 members X 10 
bottles would raise $1320 for your church. 40 
demonstrator bottles $66. Demonstrate, collect 
and order. Normally shipped within twenty-four 
house. For information write: Clear Day, 609 
Hamilton Ave., Arcadia, IN 46030. 12-8-2T 

FOR SALE: Church Pews, excellent condition, 
solid wood, 12-12 ft; 3--10 ft. $12.00 per run­
ning foot. Contact Brookport, IL 1-618-564-2340 
for appointment. 12-8-2T 

MINISTER OF VISITATION, full time position 
available immediately at a medium size South­
ern Baptist Church in Central Indiana. Send re­
sume to P.O. Box 22, Carmel, Indiana 46032 

12-15-2T 

ALUMINUM FABRICATORS MINISTER OF YOUTH, Send resume and cover 
P. 0. BOX 267 GREENSBURG, KY 42743 letter to George Coleman, 4000 Brownsboro 

•. •. • • .- •. •. • • Road, Louisville , K1/ 40207- .. • 12-8-3T .__ ___ _;_ _____ ....._ __ ......,a..,,;,.,.....:..J '-
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versity, Macon; William F. Scarbrough, 
pastor, National Heights Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville; L. Blair Trewhitt, 
layman, Northside Drive Baptist 
Church, Atlanta; Jim C. Bruner, Mercer 
University, Macon; David Sapp, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Chamblee; Caven­
der, Claxton. 

Tennessee : Bill Sherman, pastor, 
Woodmont Baptist Church, Nashville ; 
Howard G. Olive, pastor, Monte Vista 
Baptist Church, Maryville; Andrew J. 
Prince, pastor, West Hills Baptist 
Church, Knoxville. 

Missouri: Ashli Cartwright Peak, rep­
resenting Women in Ministry, Corner­
stone Baptist Church, Columbia; Jo 
Ellen Witt, president of Missouri 
Laymen United, First Baptist Church, 
Platte City; T. Lee Stephens, pastor, En­
glewood Baptist Church Kansas City. 

Alabama: John Jeffers , retired pastor, 
Auburn; Philip D. Wise, pastor, Morn­
ingview Baptist Church, Montgomery. 

Oklahoma: Gerald Adams, layman, 
First Baptist Church, Shawnee; Joe 
Brown, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Shawnee. 

South Carolina : Marian D. Aldridge, 
pastor, Greenlawn Baptist Church, Col­
umbia. 

Louisiana : John S. Harris, pastor, 
Pineville Park Baptist Church, Pine­
ville. 

Maryland: Cindy Johnson, layperson, 
Taneytown Baptist Church, Taneytown. 

Virginia: Jim Slatton, pastor, River 
Road Baptist Church, Richmond. 

western Recorder's 

1988 SBC 

The first meeting -of consulting editors 
for a new multivolume Bible com­
mentary to be published by the Baptist 
Sunday School Board was marked by 
coperation and eagerness to move the 
project forward. 

Paige Patterson, president of Criswell 
College, Dallas, and the first editor 
named to the team by Sunday School 
Board trustees, called the group "har­
monious and creative." 

"I've always been enthusiastic about 
the project, " Patterson said. "If our 
editors' group does its work properly, 
this commentary will have a profound 
influence and impact on the denomina­
tion for years to come." 

Discussion in the two-day meeting 
Nov. 23-24waswideranging. The group 
looked at format, potential writers, pub­
lication dates and audiences who might 
benefit or be interested. 

The commentary, to be written by bib­
lical inerrantists, was approved by 
trustees in February. The first volume 
expected to be released in 1991. 

One of the format suggestions from 
the consulting editors was that the com­
mentary have about 40 volumes, to 
allow adequate space for writers and to 
be able to include the biblical text. They 
also recommended the volumes be 51/2 
by s..:inch hardback books that can be 
as long as 400 pages, depending on space 
needed to deal with a particular book 
or books of the Bible. Broadman offi­
cials approved these recommendations. 
(BP) 

charter Express 

San Antonio, TX 

June 11-17, 1988 

$575.00 per person 

* Round trip Delta Airfare from Louisville 
* 6-night lodging at San Antonio's Sheraton North 
* Chartered ground transportation to and from 

convention center daily 
* Travel insurance 
* Limited reservations 

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY 

--------------□ Enclosed is my $75.00 per person deposit 
0 Ray, please contact me with additional information 

NAME _________________ _ 
Address _________________ _ 
City, St., Zip ________________ _ 
Phone No. ______ Work No. _______ _ 
Church __________________ _ 

Mail to: 
Ray Hayes 
Western Recorder 
Box43969 
Middletown, KY 40243 
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baptist news in brief 
High court to rule on Catholic 
refusal to turn over documents 
The U. S. Supreme Court has agreed to 
decide if the U.S. Catholic Church may 
be forced to turn over documents re­
lated to its anti-abortion activities in 
legal proceedings aimed at stripping the 
nation's largest religious group of its tax 
exemption. 

The church, with more thatn 52 mil­
lion members, had asked the court's jus­
tices to review a federal district court 

,ruling last year that held it in contempt 
for refusing on church-state grounds to 
hand over the subpoenaed documents. 
That court first imposed, then stayed a 
$100,000 a day fine on the church until 
it complies. A federal appeals panel 
later affirmed the lower decision on a 
divided vote. 

In its announcement that it has agreed 
to review the lower rulings, the high 
court also accepted a friend-of-court 
brief submitted in October by a coalition 
of church bodies supporting the Catho­
lic Church's refusal to comply with the 

Greatest need? 
'soul-winning' pastors 
The three greatest needs of the Southern 
Baptist Convention are soul-winners, 
church planters and spiritual awaken­
ing, the president of the Home Mission 
Board told state evangelism directors 
meeting in Honolulu. 

Larry Lewis' comments followed a re­
port that SBC baptisms for 1987 will 
drop five percent, to their lowest level 
in nearly a decade. 

"There is no greater need in the 
Southern Baptist Convention than for 
soul-winning pastors," Lewis said. "We 
need to pray that God will raise up a 
group of witnessing pastors, deacons 
and laity. But is has to start with the 
pastor .. .it has to start with the leaders. 
Everything rises and falls on leadership, 
those individuals who will be models 
and will equip their laity to be soul-win­
ners. 

"We need modern-day apostles, those 
sent forth to start churches, ministering, 
witnessing and winning people to 
Christ. Pray that we will have the 
human and financial resources to start 
1000 new churches each year toward our 
goal of 50,000 churches by the year 
2000," he said. (BP) 

subpoena. The brief was sub­
mitted by the National Council of 
Churches of Christ, Baptist Joint Com­
mittee on Public Affairs, Catholic 
League for Religious and Civil Rights, 
Christian Legal Society, Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod and National 
Association of Evangelicals. 

Behind the interest and virtual unani­
minity within the larger religious com­
munity is the view of church-state ex­
perts that. resolution of the case will af­
fect every religious group's ability to ad­
dress public issues from a moral per­
spective. Were the pro-abortion groups 
to succeed eventually in stripping the 
Catholic Church's tax exemption, these 
experts have warned, no church in the 
future could address controversial is-

• sues in the political arena without risk­
ing loss of its own tax-exempt status. 

One such authority, Baptist Joint 
Committee General Counsel Oliver S. 
Thomas, described the potential ramifi­
cations: "It's hard to overstate the im­
plications of this case. If the decision is 
allowed to stand, groups that disagree 
with a church's postion on controversial 
issues will be able to attack its exempt 
status even though the IRS says the 
church is in perfect compliance with the 
law. Obviously, this could become a key 
element ina group 's overall strategy on 

. a hotly contested isssue." (BP) • 

Cooperative Program 
takes November dip 
Southern Baptists' Cooperative Pro­
gram unified budget took a dip in 
November, due to Thanksgiving. 

The Cooperative Program received . 
$9,505,026 in November, down 1. 73 per­
cent from November 1986's receipts of 
$9,672,612, reported Harold C. Bennett, 
president and treasurer of the Southern 
Baptist Executive Committee. 

Bennett predicted the momentary luul 
will be short-lived: "I am not disap­
pointed, because the state conventions 
expressed strong support for world mis­
sions through the Cooperative Program 
during their annual meetings this fall. I 
have observed more and more church 
leaders expressing interest in the 
Cooperative Program." (BP) 

Standing beside Jack Sanford, far right, are the 1987-88 elected officers of the 
board of directors of Western Recorder: Pictured are (I to r) Robert DeFoor, chair­
man, Harrodsburg; Denzel Dukes, vice chairman, Owensboro; and Glenn Mollette, 
secretary, Pikeville. 

The executive director search of Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children met for the 
first time Dec. 3 in Middletown. Shown with Curtis Warf, KBHC board president 
are (I to r): Terry Freeman, Lexington; Dorthy Bailey, Bowling Green; Herbert 
Booth, Union; Warf; Beverly Kennedy, Hawesville; Harold Skaggs, Cadiz; and 
Lindsey Horn who will be chairman, Owensboro. Eldred Taylor, KBHC executive 
director since 1981, has announced his retirement effective June 30, 1988. 

FMB identifies Bold targets 
A set of goals aimed at accelerating the 
pace of world evangelization was out­
lined Dec. 9 for members of the South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 

Almost a year after the board began 
a major reorganization to equip it better 
for global outreach, president R. Keith 
Parks said the board's Global Strategy 
Group has zeroed in on specific 1988 
priority concerns and goals. 

The goals will help move Southern 
Baptists along the road toward their 
Bold Mission Thrust goal of sharing the 
gospel with all people by the year 2000, 
Parks said. 

For its part, the board has set several 
1988 goals: 

-Work with 50 missions, the organi­
zations of missionaries, and national 
conventions to find ways to reach 
groups of neglected people in these mis­
sion fields who have not yet heard the 
gospel. 

-In ·partnership with overseas Bap­
tist conventions that also have foreign 
missions outreach, establish a witness 
among 25 unevangelized people groups. 
In some instances, Baptists from these 
overseas conventions may be able to live 
and work in countries that would not 
admit American missionaries. 

-Identify and deploy 25 non-residen­
tial missionaries . These would be mis­
sionaries best suited to help evangelize 
nations or people groups where living 
among them is impossible. 

-Share a model of international 
prayer strategy and seek to secure par­
ticipation of 25 conventions and unions 
overseas. 

-Plan and start strategies of evangel­
ism for six limited-access countries. 

One of the 1988 goals calls for the 
board to work with each mission to de­
velop a 10-year plan through which at 
least 70 percent of the mission force will 
be involved directly in outreach and 
church planting. The goal is based on 
continued involvement of all mission­
aries in personal evangelism but will 
require redeployment of some mission­
aries now working in institutions or de­
nominational roles. 

Another goal will ask missions to 
identify all positions now occupied by 
missionaries that should be filled by na­
tionals. By Aug. 31 they will be asked 
to report on steps taken to prepare na-

. tional Baptists for these positions and 
on how the missionaries involved will 
be redeployed. 

The 1988 goals "force us to look spec-

ifically at those positions that mission­
aries now occupy in institutions or de­
nominational responsibilities that ulti­
mately are to be filled by nationals and 
develop a · plan to get there, " Parks 
explained. 

In other actions, the board appointed 
30 missionaries to work in 14 countries 
and approved 40 young adults for train­
ing as journeymen, a two-year program 
for Baptists just out of college. With 
these additions, the board has added 407 
people to its overseas force in 1987 . The 
missionary force now stands at 3843. 

The board added its 112th country 
with assignment of personnel to Van­
uatu, an island group in the South 
Pacific. Trustees also approved opening· 
work in the Comoro Islands, in the In­
dian Ocean between Mozambique and 
Madagascar. (BP) 

Virginians study 
divinity possibility 
The Virginia Baptist general board has 
named a committee to study the possi­
bility of establishing a divinity school 
at a Virginia Baptist college or univer­
sity. 

The action was taken in response to a 
motion passed by the Baptist General 
Association of Virginia during its an­
nual meeting Nov. 10-11, asking the 
board to consider the feasibility of sup­
porting such an institution. 

Recent changes at Southeastern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, 
N. C., which some Virginians fear might 
diminish the quality of theological edu­
cation there, and changes at the other 
five Southern Baptist Convention 
seminaries apparently sparked the mo­
tion. 

The Virginia board approved nomina­
tions of chairman Neal T. Jones and 
Randal T. Almarode, chairman of its 
education committee, to a five-member 
panel that will present a preliminary re­
port to the board in April and a final 
report next October. 

Instructions to the study committee 
also asked it to focus on four questions: 
Are any of the colleges or universities 
interested in such a program? What fi­
nancial commitments would be required 
to operate such a program? What would 
be the source of funding? How would 
such a divinity school differ from the 
six existing Southern Baptist 
seminaries? (BP) 
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Holcomb elected BSSB head after trustee impasse 
by James L. Sullivan 

As much as T. L. Holcomb appreciated 
the Baptist Sunday School Board, he 
never aspired to be head of the institu­
tion. 

He was first and foremost a pastor, 
and even after 18 years (1935-53) at the 
board, he still yearned for the pastorate. 
He felt that when one stepped out of the 
pastor's role to take any other position, 
regardless of what it was, he was step­
ping down. 
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Holcomb's interest through the years 

in the board's work led him to election 
as a trustee from Oklahoma, where he 
was pastor of First Baptist Church, Ok­
lahoma City. 

In 1934 the move was on to select the 

successor to the aging I. J . Van Ness, 
who had led the board since 1916. Two 
names of possible leaders emerged. Sup­
porters for each candidate stood firm, 
and they were about evenly divided. De­
bates, and even arguments, continued. 
But the impasse seemingly could not be 
broken. 

Holcomb did not get to attend that 
important trustee meeting in March 
1935 in Nashville. He had started out 
by car with this wife driving. He never 
drove a car himself. In Memphis, they 
ltad a wreck and Mrs. Holcomb was hos­
pitalized because of injuries. Holcomb, 
of course, remained with her. 

Without his knowledge or consent, 
another board member proposed Hol­
comb's name as a "dark horse" in an 
effort to break the impasse. His ap­
proach worked. Holcomb was elected 
and the_ presiding officer sent a wire to 
notify him. . 

Holcomb was flabbergasted. In fact, 
he was so shocked by the action of the 
board that he turried to a nurse to say, 
"Roll in another bed for me. I'm in worse 
shape than my wife is." 

He had never dreamed of such a re­
sponsibility but he was a godsend for 
the hour. At age 52, he was at the right 
age with experiences in churches both 
East and West, and he was acceptable 
to persons in both geographic areas. He 
was inclined at first to reject the offer, 
but seeing the strategic denominational 
responsibility placed on him and after 
much prayer, he could not decline. 

The problems Holcomb faced immed­
iately were staggering. The South, 
where major Southern Baptist strength 
had been from the first, was changing 
from an agricultural to an industrial 
base. The transition was shattering. 
Community schools were being changed 
into consilidated ones, breaking up 
thousands of community centers where 
Baptist churches were located. 

The Great Depression was still in full 
swing and unemployment was rampant. 
All over America, PhDs were driving 
taxicabs for want of better employment. 
Banks had been closed with assets fro­
zen until the government could control 
the financial condition of the country. 

Then World War II began and with it 
came the disbursement of choice Baptist 
youth to the defense of the country. 
Technically trained board employes 
were conscribed, and work had to be 
carried on in certain areas with inex­
perienced workers. In addition, paper 
shortages were so acute that some pub­
lications had to be issued without cover 
jackets. But Holcomb'.s health was good, 

Giving To Foreign Missions Can 
Really Stretch 
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Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
National Goal: $ 7 5 million 

his faith unfaltering and his patience 
enduring. Baptist work under his 
leadership grew rapidly, against all 
odds and reason. 

It was Holcomb's humor which saw 
him through the most tensed moments. 
He was a person who· could laugh at 
himself, and he ddid so often. 

I remember his telling about the time 
he went to speak at the Baptist assembly • 
in Virginia. He had checked into his 
room before going on to the meeting. 

Soon after, C. Oscar Johnson, long­
time pastor of Third Baptist Church, St. 
Louis, was assigned to the same room 
and had wondered who his small room­
mate was. Johnson, whose weight 
neared 250 prounds, began the opening 
message at the meeting by saying, "I 
don't know who may roommate is, but 
when I looked at his coat hanging in the 
closet beside mine, I concluded he must 
be a Boy Scout." No one laughed at that 
comment any more than Holcomb did. 

On another occasion I saw Holcomb 
break the tension of the moment by tell­
ing of one of his own mistakes when he 

James L. Sullivan 

was a pastor performing a wedding. 
His wife had fussed at him because he 

always wrote out the names of the bride 
and groom and carried a reminder note 
with him into the ceremony. She felt he 
ought to memorize them, so he decided 
he would try. He was concentrating so 
much on the name of the bride, a Miss 
Legg, that in the ceremony he asked the 
groom, "Will you take this woman you 
now hold by the leg to be your lawfully 
wedded wife?" The tensions of the mo­
ment vanished as the crowd burst into 
laughter, and Holcomb had accomp­
lished his purpose by laughing at him­
self with them. 

T. L. Holcomb was a giant of a man 
who lived in a very small body. But he 
led Southern Baptists to giant steps for­
ward and upward in his day. 

Editor's note: James L. Sullivan became 
the fifth president of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board in 1953 and served until 
his retirement in 1975. He succeeded T. 
L. Holcomb who headed the institution 
1935-53. 

FMB permits foreign citizenship 
The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board approved a policy in its December 
meeting allowing missionaries to volun­
tarily become citizens of certain coun­
tries where foreign missionary-access is 
restricted. 

The new policy is the latest in a series 
of steps to place personnel in countries 
that have placed limits on missionaries. 
Of the 235 countries in the world, 44 are 
closed to missionaries or extremely dif­
ficult for them to enter, and only limited 
missionary access is possible in another 

,52 . 
Bill Wakefield, vice president for Asia 

and the Pacific, told board members, 
"The number of countries where (be­
coming citizens) would be a real possi­
bility will be limited to selected cases 
where the missionary could have an ef­
fective ministry." 

He mentioned Indonesia, India anc 
Malaysia as possible countries where 
the program could be implemented. He 
noted, for example, that Catholic priests 
in India and Indonesia have taken 
citizenship in those countries to con­
tinue ministries there. Indonesian im­
migration officials even encouraged 
Southern Baptist missionaries to con­
sider such a move. 

The unanimous voteto allow mission­
aries to take foreign citizenship came 
after discussion about protecting those 
missionaries w_ho choose this route. 

Missionaries who take foreign citizen­
ship will need to have immediate family 
who are U.S. citizens to gain permission 
to travel to the United States for fur­
lough or to regain their U.S. citizenship 
after retirement or resignation. 

For married couples, only one spouse 
will take foreign citizenship, with the 
other spouse maintaining U. S. citizen­
ship. Children, who are U. S. citizens, 
will.further help the missionary gain ac­
cess to the United States. In the case of 
a single missionary, parents or siblings 
with U. S. citizenship will provide the 
basis forre-entry into the United States. 

Wakefield reminded hoarcC members 
missionaries who become citizens of 
another country cannot participate in 
the U.S. Social Security system or the 
Southern Baptist Convention's Annuity 
Board retirement plan. Therefore, the 
board will need to provide supplemental 
funds to bring the income of these mis­
sionaries to the level it would have been 
had they been allow~d to participate in 

• these two programs. (BP) - • 
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clear 
creek 
comment 
I will not hurry 
By nature I am an impatient man. The 
Christmas season only accelerates my 
pace. So I often take time to preach to 
myself. Rom. 15:5 recently caught my 
attention when Paul mentioned "the 
God of patience." The writer of Hebrews 
reminded his readers they needed pa­
tience (10:36) and I feel at times I need 
a similar exhortation. 

I need to be reminded God is not in a 
hurry. It is his universe and world. God 
is in control and doing his work in his 
way. It is not for me to judge or doubt 
him, but to trust him. 

If God is not in a hurry and I am, 
maybe I should change. The Christian 
life is more like a marathon than a 100-
yard dash. Patience (or endurance) is re­
quired. 

I will not huny through this day; 
I will take time to think and pray; . 
I will look up into the sky,/Where 
fleecy clouds and swallows fly;/ And 
somewhere in the day, maybe I will 
catch whispers, Lord, from thee!" 

R. S. Cushman 
Most of our students at Clear Creek 

are older. God has moved in their lives 
and they a,re zealous to plunge into the 
harvest field. They sometimes chafe at 
the three (or four) years of training at 
Clear Creek. Their families are under 
extreme financial hardhsip and Christ­
mas may serve only to remind them of 
their dire need. 

They need to be reminded of the pa­
tience of God. It will encourage them to 
continue with the Lord slowly when 
they are impatient. 

"To talk with God/No breath is lost/ 
Talk on!/To walk with God/No 
strength is lost/Walk on!/To wait on 
God/No time is lost/Wait on!" 
We feel very strongly that God calls 

men and their families to Clear Creek. 
He knows exactly what he is doing in 
their lives and he never make mistakes. 
He is never shaken or surprised and the 
Lord is never in a hurry. 

Most of us need to learn more about 
God's patience and learn from his exam­
ple. All of us can l~arn to say, "I will 
not hurry-God is i~ control!" 

"Prayer for peace" 
"Keep me quiet, master,/Patient day by 
day/When I would go faster,/Teach me 
thy delay./Restless, oft I borrow/From 
the future care./Teach me that tomor­
row/Shall its burden bear./From thy full 
provision/Daily richly fed/by they 
clearer vision/Ever safely led/Let me ~o 
my brothers/Turn a face serene/Sharing 
thus with others/Peace from the un­
seen. " 

WiUiam Ari.ams .Brown • 

christian education 
Georgetown offers foreign study Campbellsville College 

garners $175,000 grant 
Georgetown will offer up to six hours 
of course work in London, England, in 
July-August 1988, according to E. 
Eugene Hall, associate dean for under.:. 
graduate studies. 

The college has become part of an 
academic collegium cosponsored by the 
University of Southern Mississippi, East 
Texas State University, the University 
of South Alabama, Memphis State Uni­
versity and Phi Theta Kappa honor so­
ciety. The collegium's purpose is to 
afford students a residential learning 
experience in Great Britian. Dates for 
the sessions this summer are July 6-Aug. 
8; July 15-Aug. 17; and an accelerated 
three-week session beginning July 6. 

"While all international programs 
offer students the opportunity to study 
in a setting away from the home campus, 
this program adds to that advantage the 
opportunity to participate in discus­
sions led by eminent British scholars, 
artists, business leaders and govern­
ment officials," Hall explained. 

Faculty members from sponsoring 
schools are facilitators and reactors 
with students to the lectures and visits 
to sites connected with the study. 

Course work in a variety of disciplines 
will be offered. All credit will be 

Georgetown adds 
preaching course 
During the spring semester, beginning 
Jan. 18, Georgetown College will offer 
"Communication for Ministers" taught 
by E. Eugene Hall, professor of com­
munication arts. Emphasis will be 
placed upon sermon preparation and 
delivery. 

"My objective is to introduce the stu­
dent minister to a number of sermon 
forms to encourage variety in preach­
ing," Hall said. The course will be of­
fered during the afternoon on Tuesday 
and Thursday to make it early for local 
ministers who may be interested in a 
"refresher" course on preaching. 

Prior to becoming chairman of the De­
partment of Communication Arts, Hall 
was professor of preaching and com­
munications at New Orleans (La.) Bap­
tist Theological Seminary. His teaching 
responsibilities during a five-year 
period involved cour_ses in preaching, 
worship planning and leadership as well 
as communications. 

The course will be available for credit 
or for audit. Hall said auditors will be 
asked to participate fully in the class 
during preaching assignments. He said, 
"To get the most from the experience, I 
am eager for all the students to preach 
and benefit from the discussions of ser­
mons." 

Further information is available from 
the Office of Academic Affairs at 
Georgetown, (502) 863-8033 . 

Boyce school overseers 
elect Shumate secretary 
Norman Shumate, a layman from Vine 
Grove, has been elected secretary of the 
Boyce Bible School Board of Overseers. 

The board also elected Dorothy Sam­
ple, of Flint, Mich., immediate past pres­
ident of Woman's Missionary Union, 
SBC, as chairman and Quinn Pugh, 
executive director of the Baptist Con­
vention of New York, as vice chairman. 

Boyce Bible School, a division of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
provides ministerial training for per­
sons who have been unable to acquire a 
college ·e:ducation,. _, _, 

awarded through the University of 
Southern Mississippi and transferred to 
the home campus. 
• The program is open to students of 
Georgetown College and others. Addi­
tional information and a catalog for the 
summer sessions in the British studies 
program will be available in early 
spring. Interested persons may contact 
dean Hall in the Office of Academic Af­
fairs at Georgetown. 

Campbellsville College president W. R. 
Davenport has announced a $175,000 
faculty development grant from Pew 
Charitable Trusts, Philadelphia, Penn. 

Davenport said the five-year grant 
expands opportunities for professional 
faculty development. The college is to 
match the grant 3-1, with the matching 
funds forming an endowment for con­
tinuing faculty development. 

Samford exceeds goal by $14 million 
Samford University's $28 million fund 
raising campaign has been called to a 
halt after only 18 months because gifts 
and pledges have hit $42 . 7 million, with 
$30 million in cash already received. 

"Samford Commitment, " the school's 
most suc(;essfill de,;elopment effort, en­
abled the Alabama Baptist university to 
underwrite a $2 .2 million intramural 

Financial director 
named at Campbellsville 
Melvin Hampton of Paintsville has been 
hired as the new director of financial 
development at Campbellsville College. 

Hampton was a revenue officer with 
the Internal Revenue Service, 1974-87. 
He has also been a case worker for Lake 
County Department of Public Welfare, 
Gary, Ind., 1971-74. Prior to 1971 he 
held pastorates in Arkansas and In­
diana. 

athletic facility, a 450-student residen­
tial village, a $3 .6 million home for the 
School of Nursing, six endowed chairs 
of instruction, a $5 million plan to pur­
chase computers for five computer labs 
and build a computer center and an im­
provement program for the School of 
Pharmacy. 

The campaign helped raise the univer­
sity's endowment to more than $30 mil­
lion, up from $7 just four years ago. 

Wesley M. Patillo, formerly of Louis­
ville, vice president for university rela­
tions, said the campaign, which was 
launched in April 1986, is by far the 
largest fund raising effort ever attemp­
ted by the Birmingham school. "But it 
is . certainly not the last. Enrolment is 
growing and our opportunities are ex­
panding. We are already preparing a 
$4.5 million drive for Cumberland 
School of Law, and other phases of our 
capital and endowment program will 
follow." 

Makingthe · 
nursing home decision. 

Tulk it over. 
Making the decision to enter a nursing home can be one of the most 

difficult considerations of your life. 
At Summerfield Manor, we know that part of the answer lies in 

discovering your true feelings about the subject. That's why we encourage 
all those involved in ~he decision to talk it over. · Openly. Honesdy. With 
your family, your clergyman, your doctor. 

By speaking freely about your feelings, you'll discover that you'll be 
much more comfortable with the decision than if you hold back and keep 
quiet. At Summerfield Manor, we can help you feel at ease with the subject, 
and the decision. Our staff shares a genuine love for our residents and we 
encourage family to participate in nursing home life. 

At Summerfield Manor, our philosophy is that nursing home life 
should be filled. with feelings of security and fulfillment. When your 
circumstances suggest a more secure setting, life should still be enjoyable. 
At Summerfield Manor, it can be. 

We encourage you to talk it over. It can make all the difference. 
Summerfield Manor. Get to know us. 
For further information, contact Vivian Landrum, Admissions 

Coordinator. 

s IFJD 
\ ,:K 

1877 Famsley Road• Louisville, Kentucky 40216 
(Between Dixie Highway and Cane Run Road) 

Telephone (502) 448-8622 

I',,_. 
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mountains to the mississippi 
ordinations 

Alan J. Holden of Walhalla, S. C., a third 
year theology student at Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, was ordained 
to the ministry Oct . 4 by First Baptist 
Church, Carrollton, Ky. Alan is minister 
of music and youth at the church. J. W. 
Farmer is pastor. 

David Bishop was ordained to the 
ministry by Georgetown Baptist 
Church, Elkhorn Association. Dick Alli­
son is pastor. 

Merle Wells was ordained a deacon by 
Southside Baptist Church, Long Run 
Association. Richard L. Hutchens is 
pastor. 

Monte G. McElfresh and James 
Roseberry Jr. were ordained as deacons 
by Second Twelve Mile Baptist Church, 
Northern Kentucky Association. James 
E. Conrad is pastor. 

Hariy Brigance, Spencer Hawkins, Kent 
Price and Dennis Thomas ·were ordained 
as deacons of First Baptist Church, 
Paducah, West Union Association. J . 
Robert White is pastor. 

Jim Coln and Wayne Hicks were or­
dained deacons by Twelfth Street Bap­
tist Church, West Union Association. 
David Wilkerson is pastor. 

Robert Gentry and Michael Ray were 
ordained as deacons of First Baptist 
Church, Lawrenceburg, Sept. 6. Bob C. 
Jones is pastor of the church. 

Thomas E. Hughes was ordained deacon 
at New Friendship Baptist Church, 
Logan Association. Grant L. Minton is 
pastor. 

congregations 

West End Baptist Church, Louisville, · 
will honor Rev. and Mrs. Lincoln N. 
Bingham's 36th wedding anniversary. 
The date is also a celebration for the 
start of his broadened missions minis­
try. 

Bingham will be elevated to full time 
status as cooperative ministry consul-

tant of the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tiop. Jan. 1. He will continue his work 
as superintendent of missions for the • 
General Association. 

A banquet is planned at Masterson's 
Food and Drink Dec. 27 at 2 p.m. Bruce 
Cox of Miami, Fla., a former member of 
West End, will be keynote speaker. 
Tickets for this program are $12 and 
may be obtained by contacting West 
End's church office, (502) 778-3369, or 
the state missions office, (502) 583-6939, 
before Dec. 23. 

First Baptist Church, Hazard, Three 
Forks Association, is planning to reno­
vate its educational building and 
sanctuary during the next five months. 
The church contracted Balis Campbell 
Inc. to do the work for about $250,000 . 

When completed the plans will pro­
vide additional space for a growing Sun­
day school, including one new adult de­
partment. It will also include rest rooms 
on all floors, centralization of offices, 
heating and air conditioning through­
out, a ramp for handicapped, media 
center, chapel and fireproof stairways. 

Hazard First voted to raise $200,000 
before beginning the project. That goal 
has been surpassed and the work is un­
derway. Ben A. Beard is pastor. 

personnel 

Clay Scott Jr. has been called as pastor 
of New Salem Baptist Church, Russell 
Creek Association. 

Eddie Smith resigned as pastor of Dyer 
Hill Baptist Church, Ohio River Asso­
ciation. 

John Sowder was called as . pastor of 
New Life Baptist Church, Long Run As­
sociation. 

Larry Williams has accepted the call as 
pastor of Cane Valley Baptist Church, 
Russell Creek Association. 

Glenn Courtney has been called as pas­
tor of Hillvue Heights Baptist Church, 
Warren Association. Courtney has held 
pastorates in Kentucky, Alabama and 
Florida. 

Kevin Jones has been called as youth 
minister by First Baptist Church, Lud­
low, Northern Kentucky Association. 

Vernon Cole of the KBC participated in the Directions 2000 Consultation in 
Nashville. The consultation brought leaders from throughout the SBC together to 
discuss the 1990-95 emphases for Bold Mission Thrust. Cole discusses the future of 
the SBC with Ellis M. Bush (r), Bold Mission Thrust promotion coordinator, and 
• Ernest E.-M"o·stey '(l), ·exe·cutive vice president of-the SBC:: ·Executive Committee. · · · • 

Arnold Moon is pastor. 

Barry Greenlee is the new minister of 
music and youth at Briensburg B9ptist 
Church, Blood River Association. 
Charles C. Brasher Jr. is pastor. 

Mike Morris has resigned as pastor of 
Cane Creek Baptist Church, West Union 
Association. 

Sam. Bell has resigned as pastor of 
Minors Lane Baptist Church, Long Run 
Association. 

Robert E. Phillips retired from the pas­
torate of Elsmere Baptist Church, 
Northern Kentucky Association. He is 
available for pulpit supply, revival ser­
vices and Bible studies. 

Ray Wilson resigned as pastor of East 
Pittsburg Baptist Church, Laurel River 
Association. 

Walter Robinson accepted the call to 
pastor Good Hope Baptist Church, Tates 
Creek Association. 

Curtis Keith was called as pastor of 
King Bee Baptist Church, Pulaski Asso­
ciation. 

C. W. Turner is the new pastor of Callo­
way Baptist Church, Bell Association. 

Thomas Moore has been called to the 
pastorate of Island Creek Baptist Mis­
sion, Pike Association. 

Jeff Brown has begun duties as pastor 
of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, South 
Union Association. 

Dennis Engle was called to pastor Slate 
Lick Baptist Church, Laurel River Asso­
ciation. 

Bill Miller resigned as pastor of Sinking 
Valley Baptist Church, Pulaski Associa­
tion. 

Parcel Flannery retired as pastor of 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Pulaski As­
sociation. 

Bennie Ingram has accepted the pasto­
rate of Kettle Island Baptist Church, 
Bell Association. 

Gordon Brown has been called to the 
pastorate of Pine Grove Baptist Church, 
Laurel River Association. He is a former 
director of missions for Bell Association. 

Bill Tober resigned the pastorate of 
Stanton Baptist Church, Red River As­
sociation. 

Clyde Eversole accepted the pastorate 
of Hazel Patch Baptist Church, Laurel 
River Association. 

Phillip Ronk is the new pastor of North­
side Baptist Church, Boone's Creek As-
sociation. • 

Layton Bullock has been called as pas­
tor of Acorn Baptist Church, Pulaski As­
sociation. 

Cecil Mullins accepted the call to be pas­
tor of East Bend Baptist Church, North­
ern Kentucky Association. 

Joel Samuels accepted the position of 
minister of youth at First Baptist 
Church, Lawrenceburg, Anderson Asso­
ciation. Bob C. Jones is pastor. 

Samuels is a native of Alabama, a 
graduate of Samford University, Bir­
mingham, and is enroled in the School 
of Theology at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary,· ·Louisville.' '• . • • 

JamesH. Cox 
Associate Editor 

fourth 
estate 

A new twist 
Doris Yeiser can trace her destiny back 
to a barnyard cow. 

The story begins during the depres­
sion era in Daviess County. Worried his 
two daughters might not receive the for­
mal education he was denied, a poor but . 
industrious farmer assigned one of his 
few calves to each girl to assure their 
future training. 

But times were tough, and they grew 
tougher. 

The little family eventually found it­
self struggling for its very survival, the 
odds stacked decidedly against them. 
Only then did the father reclaim the calf 
he had given his second daughter, Doris, 
to be sold so they would have food on 
the table. 

With the sale of that calf, Doris' hopes 
for a college education, and the possibil­
ity of spending her life on the foreign 
mission field, evaporated. 

But spirited fighters don't quit. 
She landed a $3-a-week receptionist 

job for a rural physician. She worked in 
a local factory for eight years and com­
pleted a business course. In 1947, at 27, 
she was hired on the office staff of First 
Baptist Church, Owensboro. 

Eventually Doris came to terms with 
her perceived call to foreign missions, 
facing two undeniable obstacles: there 
was no money to prepare for it, and the 
time·to do it had passed. 

In 1951 Eldred M. Taylor, director of 
missions in Daviess-McLean Associa­
tion, and _friend of Doris, was elected to 
direct missions and evangelism for the 
state convention. He would need a sec­
retary, and invited Doris to consider. 
She was impressed that here was an 
open door to greater service. July 6, 1951 
she went to work at the Baptist Building 
in downtown Louisville. 

One could write a book about the ac­
complishments of Doris Yeiser in the 
years since. We included some of them 
in "The First Lady of the Baptist Build-

' 1 ing" (Western Recorder, Mar. 19, 1985). 
She has been an assistant to the last 

four Kentucky Baptist executive sec­
retaries, is the convention's first ar­
chivist, is its secretary pro tern and was 
elected by her peers to head several dis­
tinguished professional women's or­
ganizations. 

Her retirement takes place Dec. 31, 
after 361/2 years of KBC service. Not one 
to be idle, however, she will continue 
fulfilling her dream of organizing the 
archives, perhaps three days a week. 

The calf was sold, and Doris' life took 
a new twist. She may have missed '.:he 
formal training, but every Kentucky 
Baptist congregation has benefited by 
the knowledge she gained and shared 

• from 'the schoot of ·experience. 
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oneida 
Journal 
Eight buses out 

I have just watched the Oneida March­
ing Mountaineer Band on television in 
the Lexington Christmas Parade. This 
is the second year for our young people 
to have marched in that annual event. 
The students looked super in their white 
uniforms with blue and gold trim and 
their hats which they did not have last 
year. Also we had our Flag Corps march­
ing ahead of the band this year. As im­
pressive as their looks was the sound. 
Playing a medley of traditional Christ­
mas music, they were right on the beat 
of the drums. Their gold waist sashes 
and the flags flapping in the breeze 
added to the spectacle. 

The 70-member Band was up early 
this morning, and had breakfast in our 
dining room at 5:30 a.m. The cooks are 
always up early! Shortly after 6:00 a.m. 
the two bus loads were off to Lexington. 

Tomorrow our Band ,performs in the 
• annual Manchester Christmas parade in 

our own Clay County. 
Then on Tuesday they will march, rep-

• resenting our county, in the Inaugural 
Parade for the new Governor. The folks 
of First . Baptist, Frankfort, . have been 
preparing for. days to host our band 
members and six accompanying adults 

WIUlam w. (lllll) Manhall 
Executive Secretary•Trea•urer, KBC 
aox434,33 
Middletown, ICI' 402.43 

on 
• • m1ss1on 

.. together 

in their homes on Monday evening be­
fore the parade. We must leave Oneida 
early in the evening for the overnight 
stay at Frankfort. The Band members 
must be in positon early for the parade 
beginning several hours later. 

Three major performances in four 
days in below freezing temperatures is 
quite a workout. But Oneida young 
people always rise to such challenges. 
They very seldom disappoint us. 

'with the two band buses off at 6:00 
a.m., the next bus to roll out was at 6:30 
a .m. loaded with students taking the 
SAT exam being given at Berea College. 
That test is a "must" for every student 
anticipating going to college. 

At 7:30 a.m. a fourth bus loaded with 
wrestlers started for a five-team tourna­
ment at Versailles. • 

The swim and diving team left at 9:30 
a.m. filling a bus and a van. They were 
off to spend the day in competition at 
Eastern Kentucky. Many schools par­
ticipated from eastern and central Ken­
tucky. 

A seventh bus rolled from our campus 
at noon taking our girls' varsity basket­
ball team to Bryan Station, Lexington, 
for a game at 3:30 p.m. 

The eighth bus left at 2:30 p.m. with 
the boys' varsity basketball team for the 
third night of competition in a round­
robin tournament at Bell County. 

Imagine all that is involved in prepar­
ing so many differing buses, teachers 
and other staff members, driving and 
chaperonii}g all day and into the evening 
on a Saturday when most folks have the 
day "off." There is no additional pay for 
such extra work. Also consider all the 
effort, practice, discipline and energy 
involved with the several hundred of our 
young people who actively performed in 
such a variety of events. That sort of 
thing is going on every day here, not just 
on Saturdays. There is never a dull day! 

In the meantime, hundreds of others 
were about normal routines on the cam­
pus of work, play, studying and maybe 
a nap. Also a campus movie in the even­
ing. 

Twenty of our husky boys workd all 
morning in the Big Dan Branch, three 
miles from our main campuss. Super­
vised by Dean Bud Underwood, we are 
clearing 80 acres of school owned bot­
tom land in the varying coves and hol­
lows. We already have three units of 
staff housing there. The boys love such 
a challenge. Digging out stumps, bush­
hogging, sawing with a crosscut, using 
an ax, swinging a sickle blade is better 
than lifting weights! Hot chocolate hits 
the spot also on a nippy day! 

Not forgetting the source 

A few days ago I had a call from Dr. 
Keith Parks, who for Southern Baptists 
heads the largest nonCatholic foreign 
missions organization in the world. Fre­
quent contact keeps our longstanding 
friendship alive. 

I could picture him in his office. Sim­
ple furnishings; nothing ostentatious 
about the entire complex where more 
than 400 persons work. His home and 
family lifestyle are similar-modest. 

I also remembered Rogers Smith, now 
deceased. He frequently reminded all of 
us that many of the people who provided 
the funds· for us to do our work were 
poor people--whose homes, food and 

. ...,;~ 
h ,;,/ .. , l< ~ ' 

H. C. Chllea . 
Clear Creek aible Colle6e 
Pineville, Kr 40977 

sunday 
school 
lessons 
LESSONS FOR DEC. 20, 1987 

Life and work series 

Jesus Christ: 
humble servant 
Luke 2:7 Without the presence of a 
physician in the hour of her great need, 
Mary "brought forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there 
was no room for them in the inn." What 
foreboding in the words "there was no 
room for them in the inn! " 

Luke 2:8-11 When the angel of the 
Lord visited them, the shepherds were 
frightened. Seeking tp calm them, the 
heavenly messenger revealed intimate 
knowledge and announced the most 
wonderful news that was ever given to 
man. Instantly the heavenly hosts sang 
the praises of God because of the won­
ctrous gift of the prince of peace who 
had come to bring peace to the hearts 
and minds of the people 

Philippians 2:5-8 Paul challenged the 
Philippians to imitate Christ in their 
way of thinking. He said: "Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus." "Mind" here has in it the idea 
of disposition. Christians should be dis­
posed to think, to speak and to act as 
Christ did, since they are his followers . 
It is their privilege and duty to have the 
attitude toward others which Christ dis­
played throughout his earthly life. 

Philippians 2:9-11 After Christ volun-

clothing were far more modest than our 
own. 

That fact is still true. Many of those 
who support missions through the Co­
operative Program, from which we draw 
our salaries, have more modest means 
with which to live. 

Most pastors know that while there 
are those in their churches with signifi­
cantly greater financial means than 
they, there are numerous others who 
have less-often much less. 

It isn't that pastors or denominational 
folks don't deserve reasonable salaries. 
It's just that because of whose we are, 
and what we've been called to do, we 
feel more responsible for how we spend 
what we receive. And we fail sometimes. 

It's Christmas time again and that 
means many things to many people. For 
the thoughtful Christian, one remem­
bers the humble circumstances of the 
one whose birth we celebrate; whose 
only possessions, apparently, were what 
he wore. He would have been at home 
with the street people. 

tarily emptied himself and ac­
complished the work which he came to 
do, God saw to it that he was exalted to 
the highest place, welcomed into the 
glory which he had shared with him be­
fore the world was and gave him a name 
which is above every name. Of all names 
his stands alone, unique and supreme. 
Blessed be that name! 

International series 

Visit of the wise men 
Matthew 2:1-12 The promise that the 
Messiah would come found fulfillment 
in the birth o-f the Lord Jes·us . At least 
forty days after his birth at Bethlehem, 
the wise men appeared on the stage for 
one brief scene and then disappeared 
forever. 

Matthew 2:1-2 The scriptures do not 
disclose their number, their names, or 
the particular country from whence they 
came. Representing the very best of the 
old world civilization, these men of 
rank, wealth arid influence revealed 
their earnestness of purpose by their 
long and dangerous journey to the city 
of Jerusalem in search of a heavenly 
king. 

Matthew 2:3-6 When Herod inquired 
of the chief priests and the scribes where 
Christ should be born, they knew 
exactly where to turn for the correct an­
swer to his question. That had been 
made perfectly clear seven centuries 
earlier, according to Micah 5:2. 

Matthew 2:7-8 The heart of Herod 
quailed with alarm and fear upon hear­
ing the news that a king had been born, 
whom he naturally suspected of being 
his own rival. Feigning respect and love 
for the newborn king, Herod sent the 
wise men to Bethlehem with instruc­
tions to locate him, and then to return 
and inform him as to his whereabouts. 
Pretending that he wanted to go and 
worship Christ, his real desire was to 
put him to death, but God thwarted his 
evil 

Matthew 2:9-10 As the wise men left 
the presence of Herod and started to 
Bethlehem, the star which they had seen 
in the East again appeared to them, and 
led them to the very spot where Christ 
Jesus was. 

Matthew 2:11-12 When they stood in 
the presence of Jesus and Mary, the wise 
men were filled with joy. Recognizing 
the Christ, they acknowledged his deity 
by falliug down and worshiping him. 
They opened their treasures and pre­
sented to him their gifts of gold, frankin­
cense and myrrh. 

We'll exchange gifts and when it's all 
over, the Marshall family will have 
spent a lot for gifts, food and special 
things. 

Yet, I think the most joyful things 
which Alice and I now do at Christmas 
time is writing our check for the Lottie 
Moon Christmas offering for foreign 
missions. In recent years we have made 
it more than what we considered a 
"satisfactory" gift (by whose standards, 
I don't know). Now we try to give a 
"satisfying" gift-one which comes out 
of our pockets through our hearts. But 
even then, I know that many others of 
more modest means would proportion­
ately make our gift seem selfish. 

When Keith and I had finished our 
telephone conversation, I thought again 
about how grateful I am to have him as 
our foreign missions leader. 

His lifestyle demonstrates he knows 
the humble savior and that he remem­
bers the humility of the gifts from so 
many Southern Baptists with very 
limited resources. 
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Fite recalls Caudill, Cuban mission crisis 
by Elizabeth Watson 

The recent death of missionary Herbert 
Caudill has prompted David Fite to re­
minisce about how he suffered with his 
in-laws. 

Most families joke about tolerating 
in-laws, but as a young missionary Fite 
learned to rely upon his father-in-law 
to tolerate unjust imprisonment. Fite, 
director of continuing education at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary, knew Caudill not only as his 
father-in-law but also as his cell mate 
in a Cuban prison. 

Caudill, one of Southern Baptists' 
missionary heros, died Sept. 29 at age 
84. 

The Caudills and Fites were Southern 
Baptist home missionaries in Cuba 
when Fidel Castro seized power in 1959. 

• From the beginning of that revolution, 
both Fite and Caudill knew Castro 
would not be able to stop the spread of 
the gospel in Cuba. 

But neither knew the persecution that 
awaited them in defending the gospel. 

"My father-in-law was a model for 
me," Fite said. "He was not a spectacu­
lar person-just a man ·you could count 
on being there and doing the job God 
called him to do. He was always faithful 
to God and trusted him wholly, espe­
cially during his imprisonment." 

Twenty-four years later, Fite vividly 
remembers the knock in the middle of 
the night which awoke him to a four­
year nightmare. Four men rushed into 
the house, holding Fite at gunpoint and 
searching the house for evidence to use 
against him in court. 

"All they could find was a piggy bank 
full of Indian-head nickels which they 
submitted as proof of trafficking in 
foreign currency," Fite said. 

Cuban federal investigation officials 
indicted Fite and Caudill on spy and il-

legal currency exchange charges. Ac­
cused of being a spy ring leader, Caudill 
was sentenced to 10 years in prison. Fite 
received a six-year sentence. 

"My biggest initial concern was for 
• my family," Fite said. "Margaret had 
been left with the responsibility of our 
three small children and her mother." 

Mrs. Fite sold wedding gifts for money 
to buy food for the family until the Home 
Mission Board could send money. 

When granted family visiting privi­
leges, Fite communicated important 
messages with his family in code lan­
guage. During visits they were not al­
lowed to speak in private or in English. 

"Margaret and I happened to be read­
ing Letters and Papers from Prison by 
Deitrich Bonhoffer the week before the 
arrest. My brother had a son named Carl 
Deitrich, so I would tell her I had been 
thinking about my nephew a lot these 
days," Fite said. "She would know I was 
experiencing many of the same things 
Bonhoffer had gone through. 

"Solitary confinement during my first 
weeks of arrest was very difficult," he 
said. "I would sing, walk around the cell 
and keep track of how many times I had 
walked around the cell on an abacus I 
made." 

Fite imagined walking down his 
neighborhood street and recreating con­
versations with neighbors. He wrote 
Greek on the wall-limiting himself to 
10 words a day so he could "prime" him­
self for new words for the next day. 

After their "trial," Fite and Caudill 
were taken to the old Spanish fortress 
La Cabana, which had been converted 
into a huge prison. They were placed in 
a ward with 200 men. 

Fite calculated there was only one 
square yard per person. "It was a mass 
of humanity. There was little water, 
food and space." 

Despite bout of hepatitis and other 

Carl Burns, a doctor of education student at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex., preaches to his congregation at Brighter Hope Mis­
sion in the Butler Housing Project. The mission, begun by two seminary stu­
dents and sponsored by the Tarrant Bap!ist Association and a local church, 
ministers to residents of the city's poorest and most crime-ridden neighbor­
hood. 
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David and Margaret Fite display the leather sachel Fite made in 1975 for his father­
in-law, Herbert Caudill, commemorating Caudill's 40 years of missionary service 
in Cuba. 

serious illnesses, Fite, Caudill and other 
pastors regularly held "clandestine" . 
worship services. Many prisoners came 
to know Christ through the testimony 
of the imprisoned Baptists. 

"One of our pastors led so many men 
to Christ the warden placed him in sol­
itary confinement. But when he led his 
guard to Christ; they gave up and put 
him back in the ward," Fite said. 

"The communists began to see that 
they couldn't get • rid of religion. The 
persecuted Cuban Christians believed in 
something that could outlast Fidel," 
Fite said. "That is why we were able to 
bear up under what one would consider 
unbearable circumstances." 

Several times Fite asked God "why?" 
"I never got an answer," he said. "But 

God reassured me he would be with me 
each day. The same God who led me to 
stay in Cuba was with )lle in prison. 

Pressure exerted from Third World 
Baptists and Fite's parents helped gain 
Fite's release from prison on Dec. 16, 
1968. The Fites had to wait nine months 
before they were allowed to leave Cuba. 

Then Fite's family began a new life in 
Ft. Worth, where he enroled in South­
western's doctoral program. Fite joined 
the Southwestern staff as director of 
continuing education in 1971. 

"No matter where you are, each day 
is an opportunity to further the kingdom 
of God," Fite said. "We can make our 
plans but we must be accepting of the 
changes God allows in our plans. 

"The morning after my arrest, Mar­
garet reminded our boys of Paul's im­
prisonment and suffering as a servant 
of Christ. She told them it was our turn 

now to suffer for Christ." 
"Whenever their Cuban -classmates 

would ask them about their father, they 
would throw back their shoulders and 
tell them their father was suffering for 
Christ," Fite said. 

"Our faith must be strong enough to 
withstand and bear up against the sinful 
world for Christ, or our faith isn't any 
good at all." 

For Your 
COOPERATIVE 

PROGRAM 
Support 
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Homes for Children story told across the state 
during year-long campaign 

The year-long $3,000,000 en­
dowment campaign for Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children was con­
cluded October 22 in Murray, Ky. 
The fourth and final phase of the 
campaign covered the southwestern 
and western regions of the state. 
More than 1100 persons attended 
dinners in seven cities during the 
campaign's final phase. 

As of mid-November, more than 
$2,700,000 had been given or 
pledged towards the $3,000,000 
goal. 

While volunteer organization, 
enlistment and training of workers, 
and campaign dinners have ended, 
followup work continues. 

The start of the Beyond This 
Time campaign was announced No­
vember 11, 1986 during the meeting 
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
The campaign was designed to build 
a strong endowment to ensure that 
Baptist Homes for Children may 
continue to meet the needs of hurt­
ing children. Nearly 2,700 people 
attended 31 banquets across Ken­
tucky during the year-long cam­
apign. 

Mike Bryant, . a Florence in­
surance agent and member of Flor­
ence Baptist Church, served as state­
wide chairman of the campaign. 

Former professional baseball star Doug Flynn and his wife, Olga, 
served as leaders in the Lexington area campaign. 

Photos by 
Darrell Monroe and 
Kevin Borders 

Dr. Robert Mills, president emeritus of Georgetown College, 
spoke with Eldred Taylor prior to the Frankfort dinner. 

Charles Redmon served as area director of the 
Bowling Green campaign. He spoke to guests 
at the July 20 Bowling Green dinner. 

KBHC trustee Mrs. Joe Cross spoke at the first 
campaign dinner on March 3 in Louisville. 

Mrs. Eldred Taylor played a significant role in 
The Beyond Th is Time campaign. She is shown 
here talking with Mike Bryant, statewide chair­
man of the campaign. 




