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Illinois state staffer 
Maurice Swinford 
is elected executive 
Maurice Swinford has been named the 
seventh executive director of the Illinois 
Baptist State Association. 

Swinford, Illinois church develop­
ment division director for nearly 10 
years, was elected unanimously Feb. 8 
during a called meeting of the Illinois 
association's board of directors. 

"He is one of our own," said search 
committee chairman Charles Dampeer 
of Herrin in describing the committee's 
unanimous recommendation. 

Swinford, 59, became executive direc­
tor immediately, but the board will for­
mally install him Mar. 8 when it meets 
in Springfield for a semiannual meeting. 

The new leader succeeds Ernest E. 
Mosley, who resigned Mar. 31, 1987, to 
become executive vice president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention's Execu­
tive Committee. 

The new executive director is a 
graduate of Eastern Illinois University, 
Charleston, his home town, and South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville. 

He has been pastor of seven churches 
in 31 years, the last First Baptist 
Church, Herrin from 1968-78. 

He and his wife, Charlotte, are the 
parents of three adult daughters. (BP) 
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Seminary panel oks peace response 
by David Wilkinson 

Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary's trustee executive committee ·has 
unanimously approved a recommenda­
tion affirming the seminary president's 
commitment to implement recommen­
dation five of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention's Peace Committee report. 

The recommendation came from an ad 
hoc committee appointed last fall to 
study the trustees' response to recom­
mendation five of the report approved 
by the Southern Baptist Convention in 
St. Louis last June. That recommenda­
tion was addressed specifically to the 
convention's six seminaries. 

The trustee recommendation, passed 
during the group's February meeting, 
noted seminary president Roy L. Hon­
eycutt has pledged "diligent efforts" to 
implement the contents of recommenda-

tion five with regard to the employment 
and future service of administrative 
staff and faculty. 

The recommendation pointed out 
Honeycutt's stated commitment "to 
stand by" the Baptist Faith and Message 
Statement of 1963, the six seminary 
presidents' "Glorieta Statement" ex­
pressing their commitment to work to­
ward reconciliation in the denomination 
and the Abstract of Principles, the semi­
nary's governing declaration of faith. 

The executive committee also au­
thorized Honeycutt "to proceed to 
determine the positions of the executive 
staff and faculty members with regard 
to recommendation five of the Peace 
Committee Report" and to present a 
progress report at the executive com­
mittee's meeting in April. 

The recommendation states : "The 
Bible is a book of redemption, not a book 

of science, psychology, sociology or 
economics. But, where the Bible speaks, 
the Bible speaks truth in all realms of 
reality and to all fields of knowledge. 
The Bible, when properly interpreted, is 
authoritative to all of life." 

In other actions, the trustee executive 
committee: 

• Elected A. Moncrief Jordan, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Jefferson City, 
Tenn., to serve on the board of trustees 
until the SBC meets in San Antonio in 
June. Jordan will fill a vacancy created 
by Tennessee trustee John Lee Taylor, 
who moved to another state. 

• Approved a 1988 fall retreat for trus­
tees and their spouses to be held in con -
junction with the executive committee 
meeting in October. The retreat, to 
consist of seminars and recreational 
activities, will follow trustee-faculty 
retreats held in 1986 and 1987. (BP) 

Numerical gains lowest since 1936 
by Jim Lowry 

Southern Baptist growth virtually 
ground to a halt in 1986-87 when de­
nominational programs reported small 
changes and some conventionwide 
statistical areas had gains or totals 
smaller than have been seen in decades. 

The denomination's missions organi­
zations, Woman's Missionary Union and 
Brotherhood, are· the brightest spots, 
with increases of 1.4 and 0.7 percent, 
respectively, over the previous year's 
totals. The Southern Baptist Convention 
fiscal year runs from Oct. 1 to the fol­
lowing Sept. 30; the new statistics re­
flect the year ending Sept. 30, 1987. 

Church membership, which has 
shown annual increases since 1926, re­
corded a gain of 109,203, or 0.7 percent, 
to reach a new total of 14,727,770, 
as compared to the 1986 total of 
14,618,567. 

The increase in church membership, 
however, is the lowest number by which 
Southern Baptists have grown since 
1936, when the denomination gained al­
most 93,000 new members. 

The number of churches in the con­
vention increased by 170, or 0.5 percent, 
to anew total of 37,286. Except for 1985-
86's smaller increase because of the loss 
of 40 Southern Baptist-affiliated 
churches in Canada, the 1986-87 total 
was the smallest increase in nine years. 

Baptisms in Southern Baptist 
churches, down by 6.8 percent, or 
24,629, totaled 338,495. Except for the 
baptisms total of 336,050 in 1977-78, the 
new baptisms total is the lowest for the 
convention since 1949. The all time high 
for baptisms in the SBC was 445,725 in 
1972. 

The 1985-86 baptism total registered 
an increase over the previous total, but 
it had been preceded by three consecu-

, tive decreases. More than 7000 churches 
did not report a baptism on their Uni­
form Church Letter survey forms for the 
1986-87 church year. _ 

The denomination's church music en­
rolment reflected the 22nd consecutive 
increase, with a gain of 0.8 percent, or 
14,202, to a new total of 1,738,294. It 
followed an increase of 2.8 percent, or 
more than 46,000 participants. 

The enrolment increase for Woman's 
Missionary Union of 1.4 percent, or 
16,512, is the second consecutive in­
crease, bringing that program's ongoj.ng 
enrolment to 1,197,479. WMU enrol­
ment has gone up more than 30,000 in_. 

the last two years . 
Brotherhood, with an increase of 

3783, or 0. 7 percent, reached a new total 
of 572,987. This increase follows an 0.8 
percent loss. 

Sunday school, the denomination's 
largest program, registered· a change of 
0.0 percent, with a small actual loss in 
ongoing enrolment of 1867, bringing the 
total enrolment to 7,942,106. It marks 
the second consecutive loss for the de­
nomination's Bible study program, after 
posting annual gains from 1980 through 
1985. 

Enrolment in Church Training also 
registered a change of 0.0 percent, be­
cause of a small actual loss of 408, bring­
ing the total enrolment to 1,953,937. 

Call to prayer 
Under the leadership of its Chris­
tian Action Committee, Daviess­
McLean Association will conduct_a 
24-hour prayer vigil to call upon 
God for help in defeating a lottery 
in Kentucky. The vigil will begin 
Friday, Feb. 19 at 10:00 a.m. and 
conclude Saturday, Feb. 20 at 10:00 
a.m. The timing is critical since the 
lottery bill, sponsored by Gov. Wal- _ 
lace Wilkinson, is scheduled for 
committee action Feb. 24. 

The prayer vigil was sparked by 
a successful antilottery rally at Yel­
low Creek Baptist Church Feb. 2. 
At that meeting Rick Hamil was the 
main speaker. Hamil is a man who 

, spent many years as a Las Vegas 
gambler but has been converted 
and is now a Christian witness serv­
ing as an antilottery voice in 
Frankfort. 

The rally drew more than 400 
people from tnany denominations. 
On the program with Hamil was 
State Representative Lewi§,. 
Johnson, a lottery opponent who Ts­
fighting to block lottery legislation. 

The churches of Daviess-McLean 
are being asked to take a 15-minute 
period during the 24-hour vigil and 
pray for defeat of the lottery. The 
associational director of missions, 
James Spaulding, told Western 
Recorder he was asking other Ken­
tucky Baptist churches to join them 
in a massive appeal to_ the Lord to 
block the efforts to impose a lottery 
on the people of Kentucky. 

This follows three years of small de­
clines, which were preceded by four 
consecutive increases . ..: 

According to Martin B. Bradley, di­
rector of the Research Services Depart­
ment at the Baptist Sunday School 
Board: "Reporting procedures used by 
one state convention for Church Train­
ing resulted in inflated figures for 1986. 
Had this not occurred; the change for 
church training enrolment in the SBC 
in 1987 would likely have been posi­
tive." 

Total receipts in Southern Baptist 
churches increased by 4.3 percent, or 
$176,109,005, to a new total of 
$4,293,683,245. The increase in total 
dollars given in Southern Baptist 
churches is 1. 7 percentage points less 
than the previous year's gain of 6.0 per­
cent. 

Mission expenditures, which are in­
cluded as part of total receipts, went up 
by 4.3 percent, or $27,313,943, to a new 
high of $662,691,289. The increase is al­
most one-half of a percentage point 
more than the previous gain of 4.0 per­
cent. 

Information included in the annual 
statistical report for the denomination 
is provided by the Research Services De­
partment of the Sunday School Board 
from data collected on Uniform Church 
Letters submitted by 36,674 churches. 
(BP) 
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sanford's perspectives 
Lay people are the key 

Most of the proposed prngrams which come across 
a pastor's desk proclaim "the pastor is the key." 
That little phrase means, of course, that no pro­
gram will succeed unless the pastor is behind the 
effort and lends his support. It is not only a catchy 
phrase but is also the truth. Unless the pastor 
supports the program, the program will probably 
fail. 

However another phrase may be just as signifi­
cant if Southern Baptists are to stop the tragic 
downward trend in baptisms. That phrase is, "the 
lay people are the key." 

Last year Southern Baptists had the worst bap­
tism record we have had in 10 years. We failed 
miserably to, win people to _Christ and the most 
commonly" expressed reason was because we 
squandered our energy in controversy about the 
scriptures. 

Surely that controversy has hurt us in the eyes 
of a lost world. But the real reason we saw bap­
tisms decline may be because we have not put lay 
people in the center of what we are trying to do 
for the Lord. 

In this denominational "Year of the Laity" take 
a close look .at the programs of evangelism confer-

-ences, state conventions, retreat centers and even 
the annual Southern Baptist Convention. You 
cannot but note the lack of lay people as active 
participants in the significant moments of these 
meetings. They are asked to pronounce the bene­
diction but rarely asked to deliver the annual ser­
mon or th~ doctrinal sermon or the missionary 

sermon. 
The same thing is true in the average Baptist 

church. Lay people are expected to pay the bills, 
fill the pews, usher on Sunday, drive the bus and 
help repair the building. We may put them in the , 
spotlight on layman's day or at the annual recog­
nition of WMU, but those are practically the only 
times we grant lay people significant public expo­
sure. 

That is not to imply that driving the bus, usher­
ing, giving tithes and offerings is unimportant. 
These are crucial and no church would survive 
without this kind of giving by lay people. Neither 
is it to say a.ll our problems will be solved if we 
turn the spotlight on lay people. It is to say, how­
ever, we are missing a great opportunity to enrich 
all we do by :q.ot focusing more on lay people. 

There are lay people who are capable of Bible 
teaching as the theme interpreter at our state and 
national meetings. There are lay people gifted to 
preach with power and spiritual insight at some 
of our state and national meetings. There are lay 
people who can move even the coldest of us by 
the power of their prayers to the Lord.-

This is a plea for those of us who have program 
planning responsibility or church organizational 
direction to give serious consideration to lay 
people as "the key" to progress and advancement 
in God's business. 

Who knows, maybe one day soon we will see 
another godly, dedicated lay person as president 
or the SBC as a trend setter for all of us. 

Have you written your legislator? 
The Bluegrass Poll published last week in the 
Louisville Courier-Journal declared "six of 10 
Kentuckians want a lottery." 

The poll, directed by Courier-Journal research 
manager Mark Schneider, reported that 86 per­
cent of Catholics, 61 percent of Protestants and 
59 percent of Southern Baptists favored a lottery. 

Can you believe 59 percent of our Kentucky 
Baptist brothers and sisters want a lottery? 

With those kinds of figures before them the 
legislature would be stupid not to vote for a lot­
tery. However, polls are polls and they are not 
always right. Note the polls in the primary for 
governor in Kentucky last spring. 

Thus it is essential to write your legislator now. 
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House Bill l will come up for committee action 
most probably the week of February 22. If enough 
Kentuckians tell their representatives and sena­
tors they oppose a lottery, the bill may die in com­
mittee. 

If people do not write, the poll published this 
week will be used as an indicator that Kentuck­
ians, even Southern Baptists, want a lottery and 
we will have one. 

Uri.less we act with courage, conviction and dis­
patch the die will be cast and then we will moan 
for years under the burden of a state government 
involved in management of a gambling enterprise. 
Surely that is not what we need nor want. 

Advertising: Rates available upon request. Institutional columns 
on an inside page are paid space. 

Directors: Robert DeFoor, Harrodsburg, Chairman; Denzel Dukes, 
Owensboro, Vice Chairman; Glenn Mollette, Pikeville, Secretary; 
Richard Bridges, Bowling Green; Bill Crosby, Erlanger; Jerry Da·-.1is, 
Pippa Passes; Greg Earwood, Murray; Paul Godsey, Burlington; 
Garnett Hulette, Frankfort; Don Mantooth, Morehead; John Searcy, 
Franklin; George Smith, Leitchfield. 

Earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.-Jude 3 -
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State Evangelism Conference 
Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louisville 

I February 22-23, 1988 
We salute the churches that led the state in baptisms in 1986-87 

Top 100 Churches in Per capi~a * Top 100 Churches in Baptisms* 
Church Association Baptisms\ Members Per capita Church Association Members 
I. Warfield Ms. Enterprise 28 39 l l.Highview LongRun 4,941 
2. IndianHill Russell Co. 14 30 2 2. Gardenside Elkhorn 1,757 
3. Redllill Three Forks 31 101 3 3. Binghamtown Bell Co. 2,410 
4. Jones Creek Upper Cumberland 22 73 3 4.Ninth&O LongRun 4,238 
5.Fairview Union 7 19 3 5. Severns Valley Severns Valley 3,068 
6. Morningside Long Run 27 118 4 6. Porter Memorial Elkhorn 3,147 

-c 7. Faith White's Run 26 100 4 7. Paducah, First West Union 3,058 
8.Kelly Christian Co. 8 35 4 8.Stithton Severns Valley 1,973 
9. New Zion Ms. Irvine 41 198 5 ·9. Glendale Warren 3,077 

10. Springhill West Kentucky 29 131 5 10. Whitesburg, First Three Forks 1,695 
11. Brushy Fork Enterprise 24 128 5 I I. Mountain Ash South Union 450 
12. Victory Crittenden 13 66 5 12. Yellow Creek Daviess McLean 1,241 
13. Scaffold Cane Rockcastle 13 62 5 13.Second Christian 2,464 
14. McDowell, First Enterpris~ 33 198 6 14.Mt.Zion West Union 451 
15. Pleasant Grove Mt.Zion 27 158 6 15. Rose Hill Greenup 1,758 
16.Bethel West Union 19 119 6 16. Walnut Street LongRun 6,373 
17. Eastside Taylor Co. 14 79 6 17. Lyttleton Booneville 447 
18. Blue Grass Three Forks 11 65 6 18. Bowling Green, First Warren 3,071 
19. Halls Chapel Warren 3 18 6 19. Immanuel Elkhorn 3,687 
20. Mountain Ash South Union 66 450 7 20. Florence Northern Ky. 1,710 
21.Mt.Zion West Union 61 451 7 21.Gilead Severns Valley 426 
22.BlueBall Severns Valley 37 277 7 22. Pleasant View Lincoln Co. 709 
23. Riverview Warren 28 207 7 23. Fellowship Mercer 688 
24. Carve Rock Gasper River 15 103 7 24. Hickory Grove Northern Ky. 1,550 
25. Lerose Booneville 14 101 7 25. Valley View LongRun 2,518 
26. Charity Russell Creek 14 98 7 26.Zion Green Valley 790 
27 . Eastview Christian Co. 12 84 7 27.NewZionMs. Irvine 198 
28. Southside Ms. Greenup 12 81 7 28. First, Ludlow Northern Ky. 1,113 
29.Faith Mt.Zion 9 62 7 29. Vine Grove Severns Valley 2,181 
30. Riverview Elkhorn 8 59 7 30.Airline Green Valley 555 
31.NewLife Graves Co. 38 291 8 31. First Korean Severns Valley 354 
32. First Creek Three Forks 35 286 8 32. Central Boone's Creek 1,917 
33. Oak Ridge Crittenden 19 153 8 33.NewLife Graves Co. 291 
34. Gethsemane Tates Creek 14 107 8 34. Bethlehem LongRun 2,245 
35.Dekoven Ohio Valley 12 92 8 35. Somerset, First Pulaski 2,012 
36. Oak Grove Casey 9 75 8 36.Oakwood Union 377 
37.Mt.Zion Ohio Co. 5 40 8 3 7. Lewisport Blackford 695 
38. Lyttleton Booneville 52 447 9 38. Henderson, First Green Valley 1,365 
39. Gilead Severns Valley 46 426 9 39. Erlanger Northern Ky. 1,550 
40. First Korean Severns Valley 39 354 9 40.BlueBall Severns Valley 277 
41. New Harmony West Kentucky 23 212 9 41. Main Street Mt.Zion 734 
42. Oak Grove, First Christian Co. 22 202 9 42. Cedar Grove Muhlenberg 731 
43. Mortons Gap, First Little Bethel 12 110 9 43. Second, Greenville Muhlenberg 817 
44. Grace Southern Behtel 9 77 9 44. Unity Greenup 2,375 
45. Sadieville Elkhorn 8 72 9 45. Westport Road LongRun 1,562 
46. Emmanuel Three Forks 8 73 9 46. First Creek Three Forks 286 
4 7. Demossville Crittenden 6 56 9 4 7. Camp Pleasant Franklin 413 
48. Penn Avenue Elkhorn 6 51 9 48. Owenton, First Owen 880 
49. Knob Lick Tates Creek 5 43 9 49. Owensboro, First Daviess-McLean 2,557 
50.NewHope Green Valley 4 36 9 50. McDowell, First Enterprise 198 
51.Oakwood Union 38 377 10 51. Pikeville, First Pike 1,226 
52. Rocky Ridge Little River 26 260 10 52.Meta Pike 683 
53 .. Watson Chapel Mt.Zion 25 247 10 53. Richmond, First Tates Creek 1,244 
54. Parlor Grove Lincoln 23 226 10 54. Campbellsville Taylor County 1,663 
55. Mt. Freeman South District 22 226 10 , 55. Mill Creek Bell Co. 408 
56. Central Grove Freedom 20 198 10 56. Mayfield, First Graves Co. 1,641 
57. Blue Lick Lincoln 18 188 10 57. Central Mt.Zion 2,531 
58. West Grove Christian Co. 17 169 10 58. Living Hope Warren 519 
59. Danleytown Greenup 16 165 10 59. Paris, First Elkhorn 690 
60. Roundstone Rockcastle 12 114 10 60. Madisonville, First Little Bethel 2,674 
61. Forest Oak Muhlenberg 11 109 10 61. Redllill Three Forks 101 
62. Whispering Meadows Ohio Valley 11 113 10 62. Macedonia Booneville 409 
63. Tuggleville Bell Co. 9 90 10 63. Calvary Ms. Green Valley 475 
64.PackMs. Daviess-McLean 8 81 10 64. Calvary Laurel River 664 
65. Topmost Enterprise 7 69 10 65. Farmdale LongRun 1,571 
66. North End South Union 7 68 10 66. Westport Road LongRun 942 
67. Greenbriar Boones Creek 6 62 10 67. Cove Long Run 348 
68. Eddyville, Second Caldwell-Lyon 6 59 10 68. Feds Creek Pike 363 
69. Blood River Blood River 23 257 11 69. Gethsemane South District 1,159 
70. Grace Union Liberty 19 205 11 70. Springhill West Kentucky 131 
71.ClayCity Boones Creek 12 129 11 71. Lone Oak, First West Union 2,068 
72. Milton Ave.- LongRun 11 123 11 72. Rosebower West Union 709 
73. Alsile Ms. South Union 11 118 11 73 . PostOak Bethel 1,513 
74. Totz Upper Cumberland 9 96 11 74. Warfield Ms. Enterprise 39 
75. Hedgeville South District 8 90 11 75.Wingo Graves Co. 347 
76. West Van Lear Enterprise 7 78 11 76. Watson Lane Green Valley 333 
77. Stephensburg, First Severns Valley 7 80 11 77. Coral Hill Liberty 558 
78. Camp Pleasant Franklin 34 413 12 78.Liberty Little Bethel 645 
79.Cove Long Run 29 348 12 79. Ormsby Heights Long Run 1,414 
80. Wingo Graves Co. 28 347 12 80. Immanuel Pike 520 
81. Watson Lane Green Valley 28 333 12 81. Riverview Warren 207 
82. Mt. Pleasant Green Valley 24 285 12 82 . Fu! ton, First West Kentucky 1,033 
83. Cedar Grove Simpson 21 255 12 83. Second Caldwell-Lyon 448 
84. Glen's Creek Elkhorn 17 204 12 84. Beechl311d LongRun 1,493 
85. New Haven, First Nelson 16 193 12 85. Morningside LongRun 118 
86. Lewisport, First Blackford 15 180 12 86. Pleasant Grove Mt.Zion 158 
87.HillTopMs. McCreary 15 180 12 87. Old Yellow Creek Bell Co. 1,211 
88.NewHope Elkhorn 14 164 12 88. Crofton Christian Co. 447 
89.Olive Lincoln 11 132 12 89. Immanuel Franklin 810 
90. Cedar Gap Mt.Zion 10 117 12 90. Northside Graves Co. 1,563 
91.Coxton Upper Cumberland 10 118 12 91. Sebree, First Green Valley 495 
92 . Stoney Fork Bell County 8 92 12 92.RockyRidge Little River 260 
93. Indian Creek Casey Co. 7 84 12 93. St. Matthews LongRun 2,874 
94. Windsor, First Russell Co. 6 71 12 94. Oak Grove Mt.Zion 418 
9 5. Corn Creek Mt.Zion 5 60 12 95. South Campbellsville Taylor Co. 747 
96. Mayflower Unity Pike 4 46 12 96. Eastwood Warren 1,148 
97. Mill Creek Bell County 32 408 13 97. Twelfth Street West Union 739 
98. Feds Creek Pike 29 363 13 98.Faith White's Run 100 
99.NewHope Little River 25 337 13 99. Hillcrest Christian Co. 957 

100. Unity Crittenden 23 295 13 100. Immanuel Green Valley 1,406 
101. Tatesbrook Elkhorn 22 278 13 101.NewHope Little River 337 

102. Watson Chapel Mt. Zion 247 
103. Immanuel Pulaski 489 

* unofficial figures 

Sponsored by the Evangelism Department, Kentucky Baptist Convention 
William W. Marshall, Executive Secretary-Treasurer 

C. Benton Williams, Interim Director Hal Poe, Associate 
. 
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Eldred M. Taylor 
Executive Director 
10801 Shelbyville Road 
Middletown, Kl' 40243 

homes 
for 
children 

Beginning a new year 
I am appalled at the speed with which 
the year 1988 is melting away. Already 
we are half way through the second 
month and it seems that the new year 
began only last week. Even though the 
year is more than six weeks old, I still 
want to share something about begin­
ning a new year. 

Many wonderful letters come to me 
which bring joy and encouragement in 
our ministry to children. Recently a 
rather unique letter came that I know 
you would like to hear about. I withhold 
the names, but you will catch the joy 
and spirit of it. It went like this: 

"New Year's 65 years ago-I was 
sweet 16 and had just been most 
thoroughly kissed by, as I vaguely re­
member his name, Charles. I adored him 
for at least two months! 

"It was a watch party at the church 
and our pastor called us to order saying, 
'Those are collection plates on the com­
munion table. Be it much or little, let 
the first money you spend this year be 
for the Lord.' 

"New Year's 1988-and I have just 
been most thoroughly kissed by two 
fine, tall grandsons whose names I do 
know. (Names were given.) Following a 
custom of 66 years I have excused myself 
to write the enclosed small check. 

"Happy years for you, yours, your 
dreams and all 'our' children." 

One can detect immediately the wit, 
sparkle, love and positive attitude of 
this 81 year old lady. What a wonderful 
way to begin a new year! This unusual 
letter and gift reveal a long standing 
commitment to our Lord and a love for 
children who stand in need of our minis­
try. 

How did you begin 1988? More impor­
tantly, how are you living out these 
fleeting days of this new year? Re­
member, there is yet time to make this 
year truly count in what you do to serve 
and honor God. There is time now to 
become more dedicated to our Lord. 
There is time now to become more faith­
ful in service. There is time now to send 
that extra gift to help care for a depen­
dent, neglected or perhaps even abused 
boy or girl who looks to Baptist Homes 
for Children for their only chance to 
make it in life. There is time now to pre­
pare your will and let it reflect your 
Christian commitment. A properly pre­
pared will lets your possessions work 
for God beyond this time. 
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christian education 
Biblical preachers meet 
in Louisville Mar. 7-11 
Calvin Mi.ller, a popular author and 
Southern Baptist preacher from Omaha, 
Neb., heads the list of program per­
sonalities who will speak at the third 
annual National Conference on Biblical 
Preaching Mar. 7-11 at Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary. 

Miller, pastor of Westside Baptist 
Church since 1966, is the author of more 
than 20 books. He will deliver the Louis­
ville seminary's annual E ._ Y. Mullins 
Lectures on preaching and will engage 
in an informal discussion time with con­
ference participants. He is a graduate 
of Oklahoma Baptist University and 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary. 

Other speakers at the conference 
sponsored by the seminary's National 
Center for Christian Preaching include 
Otis Moss, pastor of Olivet Baptist 
Church, Cleveland, Oh.; John Sullivan, 
pastor of Broadmore Baptist Church, 
Shreveport, La.; . James Cox, the semi­
nary's Victor and Louis Lester professor 
of Christian preaching; and Cecil Sher­
man, pastor of Broadway Baptist 
Church, Ft. Worth, Tex. 

For more information on the confer­
ence, call the seminary's Continuing 
Education Office toll free at 1-800-626-
5525. Kentucky residents should call 
(502) 897-4315. 

Summer study of John 
hosted by Campbellsville 
Campbellsville College's annual sum­
mer studies program has been set for 
July 12-15. Studies in the gospel of John 

. will be led by Jon Stubblefield, who has 
taught New Testament at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and 
Boyce Bible School, Louisville. 

The former pastor of Walnut Street 
Baptist Church, Long Run Association, 
Stubblefield recently became pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Shreveport, La. 
He earned his doctorate from Southern 
Seminary. 

Nancy Futral, who has led retreats for 
Sunday school workers and deacons and 
spouse groups, will lead the pastors' 
spouses seminar. Mrs. Futral holds a BA 
from Mississippi College and an MA in 
education from Southern Louisiana 
University. 

The summer studies program was in­
~tigated in memory of Paul G. Horner, a 
long time professor and chairman of the 
Bible department of Campbellsville 
College. 

For more information contact H. E. 
Coker, Campbellsville College, Camp­
bellsville, KY 42718, or call (502) 465-
8158. • 

Cumberland College 
hires 12 faculty members 
Twelve members have joined the faculty 
of Cumberland College. 

They are Richard Hamwi, assistant 
professor of art; Carl Hogsed, instructor 
of business administration; Charlotte 
King, assistant professor of French; 
James Manning, assistant professor of 
physics; Roy Meador, technical services 
and reference librarian; Charles "Al" 
Pilant, assistant professor of history; 
Ronald Rarick, assistant professor of 
art; James Ross, assistant professor of 
biology; JoAnn Seymour, associate 
professor of secondary education; Julie 
Shoemaker, instructor of learning 
skills; Natasha Turaki, instructor of 
chemistry; and Garland Young, assis~ 
tant professor of philosophy. 

• I & 
i~-

• ·a 
Campbellsville College's Collegiate Chorale and handbell choir will travel to New Orleans on tour Feb. 26-Mar. 5. Their itinerary 
includes programs at eight churches, a high school and a chapel service at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. They 
_will perform at Campbellsville Baptist Church Mar. at 8 p.m. 

Campbellsville offering $118,500 aid 
Campbellsville College has announced 
an Excellence in Action Scholarship 
program sponsored by the school's 
church relations council. 

Several scholarships will be awarded, 
including one full tuition (net value 
$14,300), two half tuition ($7100 each) 
and 30 scholarships of $750 (totaling 
$3000 over four years) . 

To qualify, each Southern Baptist 
pastor is encouraged to nominate one 
high school senior from his church for 
every 250 members. 

The nominee should be an active 
church member who demonstrates 
Christian commitment and leadership 
in church, school and· community. An 
Excellence in Action scholar will be 
selected on the basis of past and current 
Christian achievements, merit and _po­
tential for . future service to Christ. 
Award winners will be chosen by a com­
mittee of pastors from the Campbells­
ville church relations council in consul­
tation with the college financial aid 
committee. 

Georgetown group stages 
"Death of a Salesman" 
The cast for Georgetown College's 
spring production of Arthur Miller's 
"Death of a Salesman" was named by 
George McGee, director and assistant · 
professor of communication arts. 

The cast, composed of Kentucky's old­
est college drama group, The Maskraf­
ters, is at work to meet performances 
Feb. 22, 23, 25 and 27 at 8 p.m and Feb. 
26 at 8:30 p .m. Admission: $3 for adults; 
$1.50 for students. 

The cast includes: Ed Smith, a Frank­
fort senior; Kevin Gebhart, Georgetown 
senior; Greg Phelps, Meally sophomore; 
Beverly McArtor, Georgetown senior; 
and Tom Ezzell, West Paducah senior. 

Other cast members include: Kevin 
Purcell, Milwaukee, Wis. freshman; Jay 
Nelson, Floyd Knobs, Ind. senior; Doug 
Roach, Louisville junior; Mina Blue, 
Paducah sophomore; Tim Thomas, 
Franklin, Oh. junior; Melodie Marquess, 
Louisville freshman ; Beth Bale, Hod­
genville sophomore; and Lee Ann Bot­
toms, Prestonsburg sophomore. 

Send applications and nominations to 
W. R. Davenport, president, Campbells­
ville College, 200 West College St., 
Campbellsville, KY 42718. Applications 
must be received by Apr. 23: Award win- . 
ners will be announced May 1. 

Jeanette M. Hampton 

Campbellsville College 
hires Hampton as nurse 
Jeanette M. Hampton of Campbellsville 
has been named Campbellsville College 
nurse, according to Sylvia Morris, vice 
president for student development. 

Mrs. Hampton graduated from Bap­
tist Memorial Hospital School of Nurs­
ing in 1953 as a registered nurse. She 
also attended Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex., 
and the former Arkansas A & M. 

Formerly head nurse at Harris Meth­
odist Hospital, Ft. Worth, and Medical 
Service Methodist Hospital, Gary, Ind., 
Mrs. Hampton has also been director of 
nursing at Long Term Care Facilities in 
Indiana and assistant clinical super­
visor at McCracken Coutny Health De­
partment, Paducah. 

International photo show 
now on at Campbellsville 
Robert L . Doty, professor of literature 
and languages at Campbellsville Col­
lege, is holding his seventh one-man art 
show through Feb. 26 at the college's 
Fine Arts Center gallery. 

"Looking up, Looking Out and Look­
ing Down" is the title of Doty's show. 
The exhibit consists of photographs 
taken in various countries, including the 
United States, Canada and Europe. The 
gallery is open 8 a.m.-12 noon and 1 
p.m.-4 p .m. Monday through Friday. 

Doty received an AS degree from 
Henry Ford Community College. He 
earned the BA degree at Georgetown 
College and a BDiv degree at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Doty re­
ceived his MA and PhD degrees from 
the University of Kentucky and has 
taught at Campbellsville since 1973. 

U. S. religious freedom 
thrust of summer study 
The Americans United Research Foun­
dation will hold a summer institute for 
educators on the importance of teaching 
students about America's legacy of re­
ligious freedom. The institute, the only 
teacher training of this kind operating 
in the country today, will be June 19-
July 1 at George Masor. University, 

. Fairfax, Va. 
Thirty of the country's top social 

studies teachers will be selected to at­
tend this year. The institute is the second 
of five projected training programs 
being held to mark the bicentennials of 
the U. S. Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights. 

"Support for religious freedom has 
eroded because of inadequate education 
about the role of religion in U. S. history 
and society," said Charles Haynes, 
Foundation project director. "Training 
teachers is the most effective way to in­
tegrate religious freedom issues into the 
existing curriculum." 

For an application to the 1988 insti­
tute or for more information contact 
Haynes at Americans United Research 
Foundation, 900 Silver Spring Ave., 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4781, or call 
(301) 588-2282 . Applications must be re-
ceived by Mar. 30. • • 
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Leoa Slmp•oa 
Pre•ldeat 
Clear Creek Bible College 
Plaeville, KY 40977 

clear 
creek 
comment 
Assemble yourselves 

I treasure the opportunities I have to 
meet many friends of Clear Creek as I 
travel. No matter who they are (or where 
they are) I am privileged to share fellow­
ship and their remembrances of Clear 
Creek. Many friends share verses of 
scripture, quotes or poems with me. 

Here are two quotes.on church atten­
dance. At Clear Creek we support 
Christ's church and believe in being in 
the Lord's house at every opportunity. 
However, many Christians use excuses 
for not attending church. 

Whoever Heard Of A Man .... 
Who preferred to drown rather than 

get into a boat with a hypocrite? 
Who quit going to movies because the 

manager did not speak to him? 
Who always quit on the second day of 

a job because he made a mistake on the · 
first? 

Who never did anything about his ill­
ness because he wasn't interested in the 

-subject? 
Who refused to eat because he 

couldn't understand how it could give 
him physical strength? 

Who was too busy to breathe? 
Who refused to pay his taxes because 

he was "good enough" or refused gov­
ernment aid because he "was not good 
enough?" 

Who never made any kind of promise 
to anyone because he was "afraid he 
couldn't hold out?" 

Who scorned a personal invitation to 
have audience with the President of the 
United States because he would have to 
give up some of his friends? 

Who refused to obey the law of his 
nation because his parents might object? 

Who failed to improve himself in any 
way because someone might laugh at 
him? 

Who renounced his American citizen­
ship because he didn't like the Presi­
dent? 

In the world- never. 
In religion- often. 
Don't Wait To Go To Church Until 

The Hearse Calls You! 
If you do, you will go, regardless of the 
weather! 

There will be beautiful music, but you 
won't hear it! 

You'll go no matter how many hypo­
crites are there! 

You will go, no matter how much you 
are needed at home or at work! 

You won't feel concerned about your 
clothes! 

You will never have to decide about 
attending church again! 

Isn't it wonderful to be alive and be 
able to go to the Lord's house? Choose 
to go before you have to._go!_._~: ,: , • 
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baptist forum 
Another legislator responds 

With the election of Wallace Wilkinson 
as governor it was assured the lottery 
was going to be an issue during this ses­
sion of the General Assembly. I realize 
the lottery will never solve all the state's 
revenue problems, but there seems to be 
a great deal of sentiment in favor of at 
least placing the issue on the ballot and 
letting the electorate make the final 
choice. 

At this point I have not made a deci­
sion as to how I will vote on this issue. 
I intend to make my final decision when 
the bill has reached the floor of the 
House of Representatives. I assure you 
I will carefully weigh your concerns be­
fore I ma~e my decision. 

I appreciate your concern and urge 
you to contact me regarding any issue 
that comes before the General Assem­
bly. 

Louis Guenthner Jr. 
State Representative 

Louisville 

Lotteries promote organized crime 

The members of Corinth Baptist 
Church, London, want to express ·total 
opposition to the establishment of a 
state-operated lottery. We believe a lot­
tery is nothing more than legalized 
gambling, a regressive form of taxation 
and a source of potential harm to the 
spiritual and moral well being of our 
state. 

The experience . of other states that 
have lotteries has proven by example 
these games of chance target the poorer 
segment of society, straining already 
limited budgets and are only marginal 
in their effectiveness in raising reve­
nues. 

It has also been shown that the estab­
lishment of legalized lotteries promotes 
the onset of organized crime, as those 
who do not have funds to participate in 
the "legal" game will borrow from or­
ganized crime sources to play the illegal 
ones, with inevitably tragic results to 
individuals and families. 

It is our opinion the detrimental ef­
fects of a state-operated lottery would 
far outweigh any possible benefits. This 
form of taxation is unjustifiable, im­
practical and undesirable in securing 
money for the commonwealth, as our 
state _constitution writers must have 
realized when placing a ban on govern­
ment lotteries. 

We urge all Christians to take a stand 
with your voices, your votes and your 
prayers to either prevent this measure 
from becoming a referendum or to de­
feat it on election day. 

Corinth Baptist Church 
Louise Lewis, Media Representative 

London 

Legislator says people want lottery 

I appreciate your concern on the pro­
posal to place the lottery issue on the 
ballot. 

I certainly share your concern. I have 
never personally felt that a lottery is the 
proper or best way to finance state gov­
ernment. However, I am convinced, fol­
lowing the election of Gov. Wallace Wil­
kinson, and the results of two polls I 
have taken in the 46th District (1984-
76% and 1986-74%) in favor.of the lot­
tery, that the people of Kentucky want 
to vote on this issue. I think that each 
of you has that right. 

This is the "purest form of demo­
cracy" when the voters can cast their 
vote, especially on issues that change 
our Kentucky Constitution. 

Again thanks for expressing your con­
cerns and please kee,J?,. .. ~e,. in ., y~m 

thoughts and prayers during this ses­
sion. 

Larry Clark, Representative 
46th District, Jefferson County 

Louisville 

Editor's note: Representative Clark 
has clearly indicated he is swayed by 
the opinions of voters through the polls 
he took in 1984 and 1986. If enough 
people write this man a letter asking him 
to represent them by voting against a 
lottery he could be swayed again. He 
has said he does not favor a lottery b"ut 
is responsive to what he believes Ken­
tuckians want. Mr. Clark is merely ex­
pressing the first principle of politics: 
please the voters in order to win reelec­
tion and he thinks the voters want a re­
ferendum. 

Senator has no rigid position on lottery 

Thank you for your letter dated Jan. 13, 
1988 regarding the lottery. In a positive 
vein I do want you to know I appreciate 
your taking time to write me. Hopefully 
it comes as no surprise that my adminis­
trative assistant and I review all corres­
pondence. 

I have never taken a hard and fast 
position on the lottery but rather see 
valid arguments on both sides. Please 
allow me to candidly suggest that the 
rigid position you have adopted could 
be counter pro,ductive to good govern- , 
ment. Surely the only criteria for public ' 
service should not be this single issue. 
It is my earnest desire that you accept 
this letter in the same positive spirtt it 
is written. 

Your time and consideration is deeply. · 
appreciated. • • 

David K. Karem 
State Senator 

Lou,isville 

Another church opposes lottery 

In business meeting on Jan. 13, 1988, 
our church adopted a resolution in op­
position to the installation of a state lot­
tery. We are in the process of conducting 
a letter writing campaign to our state 
officials expressing personal opposition 
to a lottery. 

I felt it necessary to let you know it 
was because of your careful, insightful 
and moving editorials that we as a 
people became informed about the dan­
gers of this method of taxation. 

You have moved us off the fence and 
into the fight. Thank you for being faith­
ful to the work you have been called to 
do. 

Tim Maynard 
Shepherdsville 

Discipleship is more than conversion 

I cannot begin to tell you the great en­
thusiasm I felt after reading your edito­
rial of Jan. 12, 1988, "The first priority." 
You 're right on target! Discipleship is 
where it's at if the contemporary church 
is going to survive. 

As difficult as it is to not focus on 
measuring up to worldly standards of 
success, there is a lesson to be learned 
from these statistics. Even many of those 
churches that are winning and baptizing 
large numbers have a back door at their 
church just as big as the front. Disciple­
ship encompasses much more than con­
version; it is a · life-long pursuit of 
spiritual growth. 

I pray Christ's vision of discipleship 
will permeate our vision in all our pro­
graming as Southern Baptists. It's our 
only hope _ to accomplish Bold Mission 
Thrust. 

James Woolums Jr. 
-'.r. ,··. ,, L~~i1:gtof\ 

Commendation for a faithful servant 

The First Baptist Church, Princeton, 
Ky., voted in business session Jan. 13, 
1988 to express sincere words of com­
mendation regarding Mr. Skip Snyder 
who is coming to serve on your church 
staff. 

In the 18 months Skip has served as 
our minister of education and youth he 
has endeared himself to our people as a 
most conscientious worker. His sincer­
ity and dedication to his calling are evi­
dent to all who know him. This is re­
flected not only in his "ministry" but 
also in his own personal walk with God. 

The effectiveness of his work is re­
flected in the statistical growth of our 
various educational programs and in the 
enlistment of new workers within the 
church. 

Although we are sorry to lose them 
here we do heartily commend Skip, Kim 
and Jason to your fellowship and pray 
they will have a long and fruitful minis­
try among you. 

Bill R. Tichnor, Pastor 
First Baptist Church 

Princeton, Ky 

Editor's note: The above letter was 
sent to First Baptist Church, Inman, 
S . C. which has called Snyder to join 
their church staff. 

BiCP A 'Executiv.e Director attempts 
to clarify issues 

I write in response to Richard C. Porter's 
letter concerning the severing of ties 
with the Baptist Joint Committee (WR 
1/12/88). I wish to clarify some of his 
statements and .correct his mispercep­
tions. 

The move of a very few persons within 
the Southern Baptist Convention to 
sever ties with this agency is another 
attempt to further a political agenda 
that is contrary to the clear voice of the 
people. The SBC voted overwhelmingly 
in the 1987 meeting in St. Louis to main­
tain ties and funding to this agency. In 
October 1987 eight of the 17 members 
of the Public Affairs Committee, not the 
SBC as a whole, recommended the sev­
ering of ties. Several state conventions, 
including Virginia, Mtssouri and Texas, 
passed resolutions in support of the 
BJCPA in their fall meetings. The vast 
majority of the people want to maintain 
ties with this agency. 

As for the position adopted by this 
office on the issue of prayer in schools, 
let the record show we are opposed to 
governmentally prescribed prayers. 
Would we really want our elected offi­
cials writing prayers for our children to 
pray daily? 

Finally, neither the BJCPA nor I per­
sonally have taken the position that 
abortion is a personal choice. The issue 
of abortion does not fall under the pro­
gram assignment of this agency, thus it 
would be inappropriate for us to take 
an official position. 

I hope you will help me clarify these 
issues with Mr. Porter and with your 
readers . 

James M. Dunn 
Executive Director BJCPA 

Washington, D. C. 

Letters for baptist forum: maximum 
length, 300 words. Longer letters will 
be edited for space or returned for revi­
sion. Writer's signature, address, phone 
number and church affiliation required. 
No form letters will be printed. Letters 
must deal with issues and not make per­
sonal attacks. 
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baptist news in brief 
• Louisvillian in finalists 
for SEBTS presidency Inerrancy group to push till battle • 

ISWOD 
Southeas_tern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary's presidential search committee 
has narrowed its field of possible suc­
cessors to W. Randall Lolley to "three 
highly qualified individuals," according 
to a Feb. 11 statement. 

The search committee released the 
statement midway through a Feb. 11-12 
meeting in St. Louis. The committee is 
seeking a replacement for Lolley, who 
resigned effective July 31. 

The search committee said finalists 
are Charles L. Chaney, assistant to the 
chancellor and dean, Courts Redford 
School of Theology and Church Voca­
tions, Southwest Baptist University, 
Bolivar, Mo.; Lewis A. Drummond, ad­
ministrative director, Billy Graham 
Center, and Billy Graham professor of 
evangelism, Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Louisville; and Paige Pat­
terson, president, Criswell Center for 
Biblical Studies; and associate pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Dallas. 

The statement added: After we have 
finished interviewing them tomorrow 
(Feb. 12) we will attempt to make a 
selection of one man to recommend to 
the board of trustees . If we are success­
ful, we will have a further announce­
ment tomorrow aftern·oon. 

Lolley, dean Morris Ashcraft and 
three assistants to the president an­
nounced their resignations in response 
to recent trustee actions at the seminary. 
(BP) 

Insisting that "the stakes are high in this 
battle," Missouri Baptist pastor David 
Baker has initiated the formation of the 
"Southern Baptist Coalition for Biblical 
Inerrancy. " 
. Baker, pastor of First Baptist Church, 

Stanley named to 
broadcast hall of fame 
Former Southern Baptist Convention 
president Charles F. Stanley was in- . 
ducted into the National Religious 
Broadcasters Hall of . Fame during the 
organization's annual meeting in Feb­
ruary. 

The 55-year-old pastor of the 11,000 
member First Baptist Church of At­
lanta, Ga., joins earlier honorees Billy 
Graham, Pat Robertson, Jerry Falwell, 
Charles E . Fuller and Walter A. Maier 
as recipients of NRB's highest honor. 

Stanley's extensive radio and tele­
vision outreach, known as In Touch 
Ministries, includes daily radio broad­
casts and weekly telecasts. His "In 
Touch" programs are heard on 450 radio 
stations, while the weekly telecast of the 
Sunday morning worship service of 
First Baptist, Atlanta, is seen on more 
than 125 television stations. 

The telecast also is beamed worldwide 
through the Armed Forces Radio and 
Television Network to all U.S. military 
bases abroad, U. S . embassies around 
the world and American ships · at sea. 
(BP) 

AREA CHURCH TRAINING 
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOPS 

Come & Bring Your 

ENTIRE CHURCH TRAINING LEADERSHIP 

by car, ·van or bus! 

21 

CHURCH TRAINING _ 
All Conferences start at 7:00 p.m. 

Sponsored by 

Church Training/Special Ministries Department 
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Douglas T. Strader, Director • James G. Clontz, Associate 

P. 0. Box 43433, Middletown, KY 40243 

Belton, Mo., wrote in the Jan. 20 issue 
of his church newsletter that he was 
seeking 50 men in his congregation to 
each contribute $50 a year to the organi­
zation "until the battle is won." Baker 
added that "my prayer is that we will 
be able to enlist 1000 people in the coal­
ition by April, representing 250 conser­
vative churches." 

Baker announce_d plans for a "Rally 
for Biblical Inerrancy" Mar. 24 at First 
Church, Belton. Among scheduled 

speakers are John Click, pastor, Im­
manuel Church, Arnold, Mo.; Tom El­
liff, pastor, First Southern Baptist 
Church, Del City, Okla.; David Lucus, 
pastor, First Baptist Church of Oak Hill, 
Austin, Tex.; and Paige Patterson, presl 
ident, Criswell College, Dallas. 

The rally will focus on the theme, "A 
Baptist and His Bible!" It will be fol­
lowed Mar. 25 by a breakfast meeting 
featuring a panel discussion by funda­
mental-conservative leaders. (BP) 

Record January reverses CPs trend 
Southern Baptists contributed a record 
$15.5 million to their national Coopera­
tive Program budget in January. 

The big January total reversed a two 
month downward trend in the Coopera­
tive Program and brought the budget 
back ahead of the pace for the same 
period last year, announced Harold C. 
Bennett, president and treasurer of the 
Southern Baptist Executive Committee. -

The $15,514,367 January receipts 
topped the previous monthly total­
about $13 .1 million in January 1987-by 
18.63 percent, Bennett said. It brought 
total receipts for the 1987-88 fiscal year 
to· $45,630,004 or 3.55 percent ahead of 
the total for the first four months of last 
year's budget. 

Cooperative Program total receipts 
had fallen to 2.81 percent behind the 
1986- 87 budget by the end of December. 
However, the strong January lifted the 

"There is no greater compliment that you 
can pay anyone than to invite that person 
to your homP- to share even simple fair," 
suggest the authors of Entertaining at 
Home with Ease. 

Taking the emphasis off food (recipes are 
not included) and putting it on being with 
friends, this book offers basic "how-to" and 
skills on hosting warm get-togethers. Prac­
tical helps are included about family hospi­
tality, kitchen organization, saving at the 
grocery store, and what to do when things 
go wrong. 

If you want to entertain more easily, this 
book is for you! It makes an attractive gift 
for anyone-singles, parents, working peo­
ple, and senior adults. 

Hardback, $8.95 

Jean Amis Baugh is a county extension 
agent for home economics, Fayette County, 
Kentucky. Marjorie S. Stewart is a profes­
sional home economist, Henderson, 
Kentucky. 

At your Bapt ist Book Store 
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year-to-date total to within one per­
centage point of the current inflation 
rate which is about 4.5 percent, said Tim 
A. Hedquist, executive committee vice 
president for business and finance . 

The 1987-88 Cooperative Program has 
been hurt by financial difficulties 

-among the 37 state Baptist conventions 
contributing to the program which fi­
nances Southern Baptist missionary, 
evangelistic and educational ministries 
around the world.(BP) 

Group sets in motion 
plans for new -hymnal 

The three-year process to develop a new 
Baptist Hymnal began at the Baptist 
Sunday School Board Feb. 4-5. Sub­
committee members considered page 
format and hymn score style to be re­
commended to the full hymnal commit­
tee in September. 

Concerns and requests expressed in 
letters from Southern Baptist church 
leaders and laypeople were reviewed as 
a part of the process to deal with indices, 
paper, binding and organization of ma-
terials. -

The .11-member design/organization 
subcommittee deiiberated over such 
matters as author and composer infor-· 
mation to be printed with each hymn 
and placement of that information on 
the page. A clean look and ease in locat­
ing material of interest to congrega­
tional users of the hymnal was a desire 
expressed repeatedly. Practical and aes­
thetic factors such as paper, color, 
weight and style of binding the hymnal 
also consumed much of the time. 

Jean Pilcher, minister of music at 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock, Ark., 
and chairman of the subcommittee, de­
scribed the two-day session as "positive 
and really healthy where we disagreed. 
We either talked through our disagree­
ment or gave ourselves two or three op­
tions that, after study, we'll prioritize. " 
(BP) 

fold 'n' cut 
Surprise 

Sermonette, 

$3.95 
Postage 75,t 

Children,· Worken 

SURPRISE PlP£R TEARS 
Free Sample Chapter 

Visual Evangels 
1401 Ohio St. 

Michi..,.. City, IN 46360 

SENIOR ADULTS! 
Meet and Eat 

(There IS Something More!) 
By Irene Martin and 

Ann Colbert 
An Entertaining-Affirming 

Drama/Musical Just For You! 
For Sample Copy Write: 

Meet and Eat 
Box 23105 

Jackson, MS 39225 
Bookstore Discounts on 15 or More 



. Elkhorn churches,plan SS clinic 
Elkhorn Association is convinced·-J;hat 
"People Need the Lord." Seventeen 
churches in the central Kentucky asso­
ciation have made commitments to par­
ticipate in a simultaneous Sunday 
school clinic Mar. 5-12 . 

The purpose of the clinic is to help a 
church discover and reach lost persons 

Annuity Board proposes 
. new insurance programs 
Annuity Board trustees unanimously 
voted in their Feb. 1-2 meeting to ask 
the Southern Baptist Convention and its 

• Executive Committee for approval to 
develop property and casualty insur­
ance programs and retirement plans. 

If the proposals are approved, the An­
nuity Board expects to begin offering 
insurance programs including church­
owned property coverage, general lia­
bilty, workers' compensation, bus lia­
bility, day-care liability and minister's 
malpractice insurance. 

Also, if approved, the proposals would 
allow the Annuity Board to offer retire­
ment plans under "tax-qualified" plans 
rather than "not for profit" plans. 

The insurance recommendation re­
quires Southern Bapitst Convention ap­
proval since it requires a change in the 
board's program statement. The pro-

• posal is expected to be acted on during 
the SBC Executive Committee's Feb. 22-
24 meeting in Nashville. (BP) 

in its community; enrol prospects in 
Bible study; enlarge the Sunday school 
organization; and discover, enlist and 
train Sunday school workers. 

Church members and Sunday school 
workers who want to see their programs 
grow are encouraged to attend the 
clinics, which are supported coopera­
tively by the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville; the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, Middletown; and Elkhorn 
Association. In each of the 17 churches 
there will be a guest director and two 
to four age group specialists to promote 
a custom-made Sunday school program 
to meet the needs of that particular 
church. 

Churches participating in the clinic 
include: Broadway, Calvary, Paris First, 
Gano Avenue, Gardenside, Georgetown, 
Great Crossing, Immanuel, Millville, 
Mt. Pleasant, Porter Memorial, Rose­
mont, Spears Mill, South Elkhorn, 
Southern Heights, Tatesbrook and Ver­
sailles. 

The week begins with a kickoff rally 
at Gardenside Baptist Church, 
Lexington, Mar. 5 at 10:30 a.m. Kenneth 
Dean, Baptist Sunday School Board 
representative and coordinator of the 
Elkhorn clinic, will introduce the 
board's consultants who will be working 
in individual churches. Music by the 
Porter Memorial choir and Bob Norman, 
guest speaker, will present a challenge 
to the churches. The clinic concludes 
with Super Sunday celebrations. (BP) 

,Making the 
-nursing home decision. 

Try us. 
Making the decision to enter a nursing home can be one of the most 

difficult considerations of your life. 
Now Summerfield Manor has a way that can make the decision easier. 
We call it Respite Care. 
It is a program through which you can stay at Summerfield Manor on 

a short term basis and actually sample the secure and fulfilling life available 
to our residents . There are many occasions you may wish to take advantage 
of this program. If you live with your family, it makes a perfect opportunity 
for you to give them a little time to themselves, for vacation or for travel. 
And it will give you a change of scenery as well. 

You'll find that life at Summerfield Manor is filled with the opportunity 
to make new friends, be relieved of the worry of making arrangements for 
medical care and housekeeping, and to try rewarding activities. 

When your circumstances suggest a more secure setting, life should still 
be enjoyable. At Summerfield Manor, it can be. 

And with our new Respite Care program, you can see for yourself, before 
you decide. 

Summerfield Manor. Get to know us. 
For further information, contact Vivian Landrum, Admissions 

Coordinator. 

s IEJD 
\ ,I{ 

1877 Famsley Road• Louisville, Kentucky 40216 
(Between Dixie Highway and Cane Run Road) 

Telephone (502) 448-8622 
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Western Recorder's Charter Express 

per person 
double occupancy 

* Round trip Delta Airfare from Louisville 
* 6-night lodging at San Antonio's Sheraton North 
* Chartered ground transportation to and from 

convention center daily 
* Travel insurance 
* Lin,ited reservations 

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY -----------------
□ Enclosed is my $75.00 per person deposit 
0 Ray, please contact me with additional information 

NAME ____________ ________ _ 

Address---------------------
City,St., Zip ___________________ _ 
PhoneNo. _____ WorkNo. _ _ _________ _ 
Church _____________________ _ 

Mail to: 
Ray Hayes 
Western Recorder 
Box 43969 
Middletown, KY 40243 

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers 
to buy any of these securities. The offering is made only by prospectus. 

$10,000,000 

HOME MISSION BOARD OF THE 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
Church Loan Collateralized Bonds 

Series C 

Minimum Purchase - $500.00 

Proceeds from the sale of the Bonds, along wit~ other available funds of Home 
Mission Board, will be used to make direct loans tp Baptist churches affiliated with . 
the Southern Baptist Convention for the financing of sites and the construction of 
buildings in keeping with the Bold Mission Thrust emphasis of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

Interest on the Bonds will be paid semi-annually. The Bonds will be offered with · 
maturity dates varying from six months to fifteen years and the interest rate will 
vary from 8.5% to 10.5% depending upon the maturity date as set forth in the 
Prospectus. 

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by calling (404) 898-7225 or writing 
the broker-de'aler servicing the bond issue: 

CITIZENS AND SOUTHERN SECURITIES CORPORATION 
Attention: Compliance Department 

33 North Avenue, NE 
18th Floo,r 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308-0216 
' \ 

----------------- ~ ----_. ------\- ---------• ------------

Name _ ____ ______________________ _ ___ _ 

Address----- --- ----,----------- ---- --- -

City, State, Zip _ _ _________ _____________ _ 

SERIES C BONDS AVAILABLE THROUGH APRIL 30, 1988 

' 
'----
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................................................................................................................... , 
• • • n'\. · 7? • . -, . . . . -- . •.. . . . ~ - . . : 8 q'l'{f[oamJ?" : 

i r ' 8 "'lffTel'e am J going ?" f : t It "Jfow cu, J nef dier•e ?" : i cat11P ,, ~ ~· i 

i V uapttS. I 
f J{entttckY ~~~ I 
• • • • ! CEDARMORE BAPTIST ASSEMBLY ! 
• • : DATE CAMP PASTOR CO-ORDINATOR : • • • • : June 13-17 Joel Walker, Minister of Youth Mrs. Pat Brunner : 
• Highview Baptist Church, Louisville Campus Minister, Berea College : : . 
: June 20-24 . · Scott Cox, Pastor _ Keith Inman : 
: Clear Creek Baptist Church, Versailles Campus Minister·, Murray State University : . - . 
: *June 27-July 1 Dr. William Crosby, Pastor Dr. Jack Birdwhistell : 
: Erlanger Baptist Church, Erlanger Campus Minister, Georgetown College : • • • • • • July 4-8 • Dr. Ray England, Pastor Gene Parr : 
: . First Baptist Church, Winchester Campus Minister, Morehead State University • • • • • : July ·11-15 Dr.HalPoe,EvangelismDepartment Mrs.WyndeeHolbrook : 
: Kentucky Baptist Convention_, Middletown Campus Minister, Cumberland College : 

• • : August 1-5 Robby Spear, Director Mikel Robinson : 
: Kentucky Baptist Crusaders Campus Minister, Kentucky State University : 
• • • • i JONATHAN CREEK f 
• • : July18-22 JimMcKenzie,Pastor Tom Smoot : 
: First Baptist Church, Hopkinsville Cam_pus Minister, University of Louisville : 

• • 
: July 25-29 Bill Fort, Pastor Rick Trexler : 
: Rich Pond Baptist Church, Bowling Green Campus Minister, Eastern Kentucky University : 
• • • • • • August 1-5 Dr. James Gentry, Pastor Mrs. Twila Greene • 
: Lewis Lane Baptist Church, Owensboro Campus Minister, University of Kentucky : • • • • : *Special classes for hearing impaired persons, : 
• and general sessions interpreted. •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • =----~ • • • . --~-- . • • i scneUAST ~:febration ! • • : __ BSU SUMMER MISSIONS BSU SUMMER MISSIONS 1 : 
: _...iillljiilp _ _._ CREATIVE MINISTRIES TEAM tl.lSIC TEAM Y : 
• -- v·---- • . "/ ' - . • • /1Si . '\.. . • 

i J'r~f1e. RESERVATION ~ i 
I ~ REQUEST DATE .,, i 
! ssu suMMER MissIONs March 1, 1988 ssu suMMER MissIONs i 
: REVIVAL TEAM DRAMA TEAM : 
• • • • i Dr. Benton Williams, Director, Missions and Church Services Division ! 
: Rev. Don Blaylock, Director, Student Work Department : 
: Rev. Ralph Hopkins, Camp Director and Associate Director of Student Work Department : 
: Miss Angela Perkins, Associate Camp Director, Student, SBTS f , .................................................................................................................. : 
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mountains to the mississippi 
missions 

Eugene and Ellamae Elder, missionary 
associates to South Africa, have arrived 
on the field for language study (Box 
1759, Edenvale 1610, Republic of South 
Africa) . He was born in Louisville and 
considers Shepherdsville his horn town. 
She is the former Ellamae Thompson of 
Greenville, Ala . They were employed by 
the Foreign Mission Board in 1987. 

Roy Maggard, father of Mrs. Jim Shem­
well, missionary to Togo, died Dec. 31 
in Cold Spring, Ky. The former Donna 
Maggard of Kentucky, she was born in 
Dayton and grew up in Cold Spring. Her 
husband was born in Greenville, Ky. 
and considers Gary, Ind. his home town. 
Appointed by the Foreign Mission 
Board in 1982, they may be contacted 
at 1611 Opossum, El Paso, TX 79927. 

Dewey and Ramona Mercer, mission­
aries to Japan, have completed furlough 
and returned to the field (9 Higashi 
Asahi-machi, Matsue-shi 690, Japan). 
He is a native of Central City, Ky. and 
she is the former Ramona Hall of Lin­
coln County, Tenn. They were appointed 
by the Foreign Mission Board in 1955. 

ordinations 

Lowell Avenue Baptist Church, Taylor 
Association, ordained Henry Pippin as 
deacon Jan. 24. Larry D. Koch is pastor. 

Liberty Baptist Church, Sulphur Fork 
Association, ordained Bert Rait to the 
ministry Nov. 29, 1987.AnativeofScot­
land, Rait will work in a church in the 
Washington D. C. area. Lamar Lyon de- • 
livered the ordination message. 

Harry Markham, Earl Hamby, and Mike 
Kreke were ordained deacons by Buena 
Vista Baptist Church, Owensboro, 
Daviess-McLean Association. Jewel R. 
Pruitt is pastor. -

David Napier was ordained to the 
ministry by Jones Creek Baptist Church; 
Upper Cumberland Association. Paul 
White, pastor of Locust Grove Baptist 
Church, preached the ordination ser­
mon. 

Jimmy Clem was ordained to the minis­
try by Lenarue Baptist Church, Upper 
Cumberland Association. Don • Rich­
mond, pastor, preached the ordination 
sermon. 

David Kent Evans, minister of music at 
Hillsdale Baptist Church, Long Run As­
sociation, was ordained to the ministry 
of music. Michael Akridge is pastor. 

Bob Smith was ordained a deacon at 
First Baptist Church, Somerset, Pulaski 
Association. Robert F. Browning is pas­
tor. 

Steven G. Sholar, pastor of Blackey Mis­
sionary Baptist Church and third year 
student at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, was ordained to the ministry 
Jan. 17 at First Baptist Church, Hazard, 
his home church. • 

The ordaining council was chaired by 
Charles Wilcox, coordinator of chaplain 
consultancy services for the southeast­
ern Kentucky ARR Regional Medical 
Centers. Interrogation was conducted 
by Phillip Rosenbaum, director of mis­
sions, Three Forks Association. The or­
dination sermon was preached by Ben 
A. Baird, pastor. 

Sholar, son of Mr.. and Mrs. Ronald R. 

Sholar, minister of music at First Bap­
tist, Hazard, lived in Hopkinsville dur­
ing his elementary and high school 
years. He is a graduate of the University 
of Kentucky and was principal and 
teacher at Woodland Hills Christian 
School, Harlan, three years. 

First Baptist Church, Franklin, 
Simpson Association, ordained Roy 
Reynolds, Damon Tabor and Claud 
Johnson as deacons Jan. 3. Ray. E. Cum­
mins has been pastor since April 1987. 

personnel 

First Baptist Church, Benton, Blood 
River Association, called William Dod­
son as pastor. He began duties Dec. 16. 

Chris Bailey accepted the pastorate of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Bracken Asso­
ciation. Bailey, who will graduate from 
Southern Seminary in May, began his 
ministry at Calvary Jan. 31. 

Keith Adams accepted the call as pastor 
of Walkers Chapel, McCreary County 
Association. He was ordained Nov. 8. 

Ronnie Owens, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Artemus, North Concord Asso­
ciation, resigned to go to South Clinton 
Baptist Church, Clinton, Tenn. 

Clifford R. Morris recently resigned as 
pastor of 20th Street Baptist Church, 
Corbin, Mt. Zion Association. He has 
also retired as a public school teacher 
in Knox County and is now available 
for full time work _as a pastor. He may 
be contacted at Rte. 3, Box 11, Barbour- · 
ville, KY 40906. 

Sligo Baptist Church, Sulphur Fork As­
sociation, called Andrew Tufano as pas­
tor. A native of Brooklyn, N. Y., Tufano 
graduated from Southern Seminary, 
Louisville . 

Covington Baptist Church, Westport, 
Sulphur Fork Association, has called 
Bobby J. Touchton as pastor. 

Touchton goes to Covington from 
Chapel Park Baptist Church, Louisville, 

./ . 

Long Run Association, where he has 
been minister of youth and education. 
He is a MDiv student at Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary. 

Michael Caudill has accepted the call to 
First Baptist Church, Hindman, Three 
Forks Association, as pastor. Caudill 
leaves the pastorate of Bedford Baptist 
Church, Sulphur Fork Association. 

Bill Hammonds has been called to 
Galilee Baptist, Tates Creek Associa­
tion, as pastor. Hammond goes from 
Pleasant Run Baptist, Rockcastle Asso­
ciation. 

Ryans Creek Baptist Church, Mt. Zion 
Association, called Don Lay as pastor. 
Lay lives in Jellico, Tenn. and is a 
member of Tannery Hollow Baptist 
Church, South Union Association. 

James Michael Akridge, native of 
Hodgenville, accepted the call as pastor 
of Hillsdale Baptist Church, Long Run 
Association. Akridge goes to the Louis­
ville church from Ashtabula, Oh., where 
he was a home missionary in church de­
velopment. He is a graduate of Camp­
bellsville College. 

Danny Vancil was called as minister of 
music by First Baptist Church, Middle­
town, Long Run Association. Charles R. 
White is pastor. 

Leonard Martin resigned as pastor of 
Fairmont Baptist Church, Long Run As­
sociation. 

associations 

Sulphur Fork Association has desig­
nated Mar. 6 as Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention Day. Speakers from the Ken­
tucky Baptist building, Middletown, . 
will speak in at least 1 7 of the churches 
in the morning service. 

Gethsemane Baptist Church was wel­
comed into Tates Creek Association. 

- , !!!!' ·(; 

Twenty-one Kentucky-Kenya volunteers from Little Bethel Association gathered 
for a potluck dinner Jan. 21 in Madisonville. During the three year partnership, a 
total of 24 persons went to Kenya from Little Bethel, with four of the 24 going 
twice. James and Wilma Whaley and Bob Jones (pictured) were guests for the fellow­
ship event. John and Jean Ashby are directors of missions for the western Kentucky 
association. 

JamesH. Cox 
Associate Editor 

fourth 
estate 

Malihinis in archipelago 
Geologists say 25 million years have 
elapsed since a crack in the Pacific 
Ocean floor spewed up liquid lava from 
a hot spot in the center of the earth. 
Craters resulted. Slowly, a series of vol- -
canic islands emerged, stretching across 
two thousand miles of water. 

Thus begins the fascinating story of 
the mountainous archipelago (island 
chain) we call Hawaii. The arrival of 
Polynesians, the first human inhabit­
ants, thousands of years ago; their "dis­
covery" in 1778 by British Capt. James 
Cook; unification of all the islands 
in 1810 under rule by a "benevolent 
despot," Kamehameha the Great; Ha­
waii's growing significance based on 
its strategic location; and Pearl Harbor, 
Dec. 7, 1941, are important events in the 
narrative of Hawaiian history. 

I suspect the relative importance of 
Hawaii in the eyes of most Americans, 
however, is not its history, but is today 
one of "paradise found." Whether 
they've been there or not, our fellow 
countrymen probably conjure up images 
of warm tropical breezes blowing across 
fertile coconut plantations, serene 
beaches overlooking panoramic vistas 
and resplendent gardens filled with 
luscious fruits of unbelievable variety 
and taste, plus carefree living every day. 
It may be this, but it is surely more. 

In a short visit a few years ago we 
found some of the most graciously hos­
pitable people we have ever encoun­
tered. Virtually without exception, each 
was a marvelous ambassador for his 
state. Each one is an individual, too, 
with physical and spiritual needs. 

We also discovered that a brief visit 
to the aloha state is too short to experi­
ence it fully. While there we pledged to 
try to make a return trip upon reaching 
our silver anniversary. That milestone 
occured last year, and we· anticipate 
making good on our pledge soon. 

Someone told us the last time we were 
there that Hawaii is a place for "the 
newlywed and the nearly dead." Those 
in between don't fit at all, I suppose, but 
I believe we get our money's worth any­
way. 

I learned some lovely purely Hawaiian 
words last time: malihini (newcomer or 
stranger), aloha (welcome, farewell or 
love), kane (map), wahine (woman), and 
the prettiest, mahalo (thank you). 

Still virtually undisturbed is the gar­
den isle of Kauai, the most indescribably 
beautiful place on earth. Sometimes I 
think how much better the eternal 
splendor of a home which Jesus has gone 
to prepare for us. There can be no com­
parison with Kauai. But for mortals like 
me, I marvel at how magnificient that 
lasting reward must be! 

,· ,/ .· ..... 
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Barlcley Moore 
President 
Oneida Baptist Institute 
Oneida, Kl' 409,7.Z 

oneida 
Journal 

A big difference 
It is a beautiful springlike day with the 
tempei:ature in the low 70s and the birds 
twittering everywhere. A most unusual 
day for late January. 

Our academic team left at 5:30 a.m. 
for an important tournament. The boys . 
basketball team left yesterday after­
noon for a road trip, playing games in 
Elizabethtown and Louisville. The girls 
middle school team will play in our gym 
this morning and our girls varsity bas­
ketball team will play here in our girls 
invitational this afternoon. Eighteen 
students will arrive this afternoon from 
Berea for a concert this evening. Tomor­
row morning our choir will leave to sing 
at Trammels Creek Church near Greens­
burg. 

William W. (Bill) Marshall 
Executive Seeretary,Treasurer, KBC 
Box,43433 
Middletown, Kl' 40243 

on . •· m1ss1on 
together 

Varying crews are busy all about the 
campus. From my office window I can 
see a number of boys working on the 
compost pile at the edge of the garden. 
The accumulated leaves raked from our 
large campus becomes fertilizer for our 
gardens in the spring. We do our earliest 
planting in March and late May we will 
be eating certain things. Plantings are 
staggered so that we eat from the gar­
dens through October. 

A friend wrote recently from Knox­
ville: "Glad to support your fine stu­
dents. Challenge them to be their best. 
Each individual surrendered to God 
equals God plus the individual putting 
it all together. Each life is beautiful 
under his care like a rose blossoming 
into unlmited possibilities." 

A mother writes: "We certainly ap­
preciate the great job being done at 
Oneida. Our daughter has made tre­
mendous progress with her grades." 

A graduate writes from Florida: "To 
maintain a Christian school with the 
needed discipline must be more difficult 
today. Twenty-five years ago Oneida 
worked for me and two years ago for my 
son-:." 

A 1948 graduate writes: "Just a little 
token to express my appreciation for 
.,ome of the true values of life that have 
remained with ml:! through all these 
years as a result of being a student at 
Oneida." 

Parents of a recent student write: 
"Our gift in appreciation for what you 
did for our daughter and what you are 
doing for so many other children. God 
bless you all for your wonderful work." 

A grandmother writes: "I feel confi­
dent in giving to the Oneida school 
knowing the offering is being used in a 
wonderful way. I had a grandson there 
for some time. I am grieved that things 
did not work out for him through no 
fault of the school. Schools are fortunate 
indeed to have such dedicated person­
nel." 

A retired state policeman in Alabama 
became a faithful supporter of Oneida 
after bringing a Vietnamese refugee to 
us some years ago. I still vividly re­
member his shout of joy when I tele­
phoned him long-distance of Lee's mak­
ing a profession of faith. He sends a gift 
and writes: "Lee Chau is still in Nevada. 
He is a hardworking boy helping to sup­
port his parents who went there one year 
ago." 

Another grandmother writes with a 
gift: "In appreciation for the love and 
guidance of all the children at Oneida, 
especially my two grandsons. We can see 
a big difference in them." 

Hard fishing 
If the statistics are accurate only China, 
India and the Soviet Union have within 
their populations more unsaved and/or 
unchurched persons than the United 
States. 

However, residing in the United 
States is also the largest number of 
evangelicals of any world population! 
In other words, while we have the fourth 
largest "lost" population in the world 
we also have the most churches and 
largest body of Christian leadership. It's 
a paradox! 

Kentucky has an estimated popula­
tion of 3.7 million, 750,000 of whom are 
"on the rolls" of Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention churches. That's one out of five · 
residents of our commonwealth. 

The Home Mission Board estimates 
that slightly over one million of Ken­
tucky's population is unsaved. That 

~·1 ••• ' . · .. 

··, ' , .. 
· - ~~ 

H. C. Chiles 
Clear Creek Bible Colle6e 
Pineville, Kl' 40977 

sunday 
school 
lessons 
LESSONS FOR FEB. 21, 1988 

Life and work series 

Sexual purity 
Ex. 20:14 When God established the in­
stitution of marriage he intended there 
should be one man for one woman. This 
relationship should be permanent. 
Faithfulness to each other is one of the 
foundation stones of a true home. 

"Thou :,halt not commit adultery" 
strikes at an evil which is growing with 
frightful rapidity these days. However, 
the prohibition of adultery still stands. 
Whoever violates God's law is certain 
to reap distress and misery. 

Matt. 5:27-28 Marriage is the union 
of one man and one woman whereby the 
two become one in the sight of God. This 
tie is not to be dissolved at will, or on 
purely legal grounds. The only scriptir­
al justific::tion for divorce is adultery or 
fornification, which is such a breach of 
the holy union as virtually to destroy it. 

Christ taught that adulterous desires 
are sinful and God will not excuse them. 
When the thought life is not controlled 
by the Holy Spirit, it will be influenced 
by Satan. Evil thoughts, impure mo­
tive~, unholy desires anci wicked ambi­
tions will result ultimately in overt acts 
of ungodliness. 

I Thess. 4: 3-7 Paul declared it is God's 
will for Christians to be devoted to liv­
ing righteously. Our sanctification, or 
being set apart from sin and dedicated 
to God certainly involves abstention 

means there are roughly two million 
other-than-Baptists in the state who are 

. Christians. 
One could assume, therefore, that 

2,750,000 "Christians" should be able 
to influence the other million to become 
believers in Christ . 

None of the three countries-China, 
India or Russia-has anything ap­
proaching the proportion of Christians 
in their population as does Kentucky. 
In fact, Kentucky on a percentage basis 
is one of the "most saved" states in 
America. 

The question comes, inevitably, what 
are the numerous Baptists going to do 
about the million in our state who are 
unsaved? 

Criticizing each other or knocking the 
brethren is not likely to bring the de­
sired results. Nor does lambasting a 
congregation for what they don't do . 
Blaming the current SBC controversy or 
suggesting that we're turning "soft" on 
evangelism may get a few "amens" from 
different folks but it won't change the 

from every form of immorality. God will 
enable any Christian to overcome the 
temptation to indulge in immorality if 
he has the desire to live victoriously. 

I Cor. 7:3-5 The Corinthian Christians 
inquired about the advisability of mar­
riage. In response Paul did not state any 
rule as to what they should do. He 
acknowledged each state had advan­
tages and he reminded them the decision 
to marry or not to marry was a privilege 
given to everyone. He taught the impor­
tant thing is to follow the leading of the 
Lord. 

Before marriage God requires each 
Christian to practice continence. After 
marriage each is obligated to be faithful 
to his or her partner. 

International series 

Instructions to the church 
Matt. 18:10-14 Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save lost souls. The worth 
of a human soul is obvious when we con­
sider the infinite price paid for it, the 
immensity of its capacities and the im­
mortality of its being. Since the worth 
of a soul transcends that of the world, 
no one is to be subjected to spiritual neg­
lect. 

If a sheep is so valuable to the 
shepherd that he willJeave the ninety­
nine that are safe in the fold and go out 
and seek for one which has gone astray, 
the child of God is even more valuable • 
to the Lord. 

Matt. 18:15-17 Those who cause strife 
within a church do the cause of Christ 
a greater injury than any ungodly out­
sider could ever inflict. If one is wronged 
by a fellow Christian, he is to take the 
initiative to approach the erring one and 
"tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone." They should try to resolve the 
estrangement and effect a reconcilia­
tion. If this method fails, the offended 
should return with one or two reliable 
Christian witnesses to effect a reconcili­
ation. 

If the wrongdoer ignores the offended 
and remains inpenitent, then the matter 
is to be taken to the church for judgment 
and disciplinary action. Should the one 
who is at fault still refuse to admit he 
is wrong, he is to be regarded "as a 
heathen man" until he repents and seeks 
restoration. 

Matt. 28:18-22 When two or three as­
semble in Christ's name, he has prom­
ised to be in their midst. The presence 
of Christ guarantees to the least pos­
sible number the greatest privileges and 
blessings. 

situation, even if there is some truth in 
both accusations. 

A persistent decline in. baptisms 
within the Southern Baptist Convention 
and in our state is a potent message in 
itself. If the "lost" population was de­
clining and the total Christian commu­
nity was growing, we could perhaps live 
with the fact that other evangelicals 
were doing a better job. At least, the lost 
were being won to Christ even if not 
under our Baptist banner. 

But this isn't the case. The lost popu­
lation is growing and demographic 
studies tell us they are now more dif­
ficult to locate, contact and ultimately 
reach. 

I'm just naive enough to speculate that 
maybe, just maybe, the decline is the 
most prophetic act God could use to get 
the attention of the Baptist part of his 
famny. 

Maybe God is about to get our atten­
tion. Until he does , not much is going 
to happen to change things. 

See you at the evangelism conference. 
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-Matt. 5:14 

Top: Sunlight streaming though stained glass 
provides a dramatic backdrop for • these 
Japanese Baptists during Bible study at 
Fukuoka Baptist Church. The first Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Japan began work in 
1889. Now, some 200 missionaries work with 
more than 300 churches in the Japan Okinawa 
Baptist conventions. 

Upper center: Missionary Ray Register (r) sur­
rendered to lifetime Christian service during 
a Baptist Student Union retreat while he was 
in college. About a ye_ar later he felt called to 
foreign missions. Here Register listens in­
tently .as Motasem Badran in Israel reads the 
Koran to him. In a few minutes Register will 
open his Bible and share an appropriate wit­
ness with Badran. 
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Lower center: Volunteers have become a very 
important part of Southern Baptists' foreign 
mission efforts. This photo shows volunteer 
nurse Vivian Daniell seeing patients in a well­
baby clinic in Bandor, Liberia. Volunteers 
participate in overseas work for periods rang­
ing in length up to two years. 

Bottom: When public school classes end each 
day, this Orthodox Jewish lad makes his way 
to yet another school, a "cheder," for an hour 
or so of study of Jewish Scriptures. Jews who 
believe in Jesus as Messiah hope to share their 
message with this boy and all Israelis. There 
are some 3000 Messianic Jews in 30 congrega­
tions. Several of the 50 Southern Baptist rep ­
resentatives in Israel worship regularly with 
Jewish believers. 
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Family Life at 
Clear Creek Baptist Bible College 

MASTERLIFE 
All students begin their first semester in a MasterLife 

group. One full year of MasterLife is required of all students. 
Husbands and wives are in the same group. 

.# 
:'\ 
\' 

SHOPPING SPREE 
Younger children enjoy snack-time, play-time and lesson-time while Mom 
and Dad are in classes. 

Shopping Spree '87. proved to be one of the most exciting 
events of the year. There were tears of joy as our students wit­

CONFERENCE WEEK 
During each semester there is 

one conference week. There are no 
classes in session during this week. 
The themes for some conference weeks 
were "Shared Ministry" and "Mar­
riage Enrichment.'' Spring 1988 
conference is February 15-19 and the 
theme is "A Good Minister for 
Christ." 

nessed the manifold blessing of God. 
The faculty and staff arranged the 
items that were donated and the stu­
dents were overjoyed as they selected 
gifts for their children's Christmas. 
Clear Creek's annual Shopping Spree 
is made possible by gifts from 
friends, alumni and Kentucky 
churches. 

~ 

Children are a vital part of our campus family. This year the child­
ren participated in the Clear Creek 1987 Olympic Games sponsored 
by the Student Life Office. Clear Creek encourages a healthy body, 
mind and spirit. 

The Youth Disciples of Clear Creek Baptist Bible College 
sponsor a live nativity scene each year. They share Christ 
with the whole community. . . , .. 

ALUMNI 
TURKEYDAY 

The Christmas 
spirit was evident 
at Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible Col­
lege. Our alumni 
demonstrated their 
dedication and 
love by providing 
a turkey for each 
family. An added 
feature this year 
was a 5 lb. bag of 
potatoes. Those 
who participated th"is year were Dr. Bill Whitaker;pasfor uowntown 
Baptist Church, Orlando, Florida, (former pastor of FBC Murray, 
Kentucky); Rev. G. T. Moody, Associate pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Murray, Kentucky; and Don Colyer, Alumnus of 1978. President 
Simpson lends a hand. 




