
western recoraer Kentucky Baptist Convention 
Vol. 162, No. 27, July 12, 1988 

Youth Evangelisni Conference records 352 decisions 
by Todd Deaton, Staff Writer 

An estimated crowd of 5000 teenagers 
and ministers of youth attended the 
state Youth Evanglism Conference June 
24-25 in Frankfort's Civic Center and 
witnessed 352 youth make decisions for 
Christ. 

Among the decisions recorded by the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention's Evan­
gelism Department were 88 professions 
of faith, 206 rededications and seven 
commitments to church vocations. 

Key program personalities included 
Rick Stanley, evangelist, Ft. Walton 
Beach, Fla.; Henry Chiromo, national 
youth consultant, Zimbabwe; and Jerry 
Burgess, physician and Christian illu­
sionist, Whitley City. 

Stanley, a graduate of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, Tex. and stepbrother of Elvis 
Presley, admonished young people to 
"cut the fluff and the hype" about their 
lifestyle. "Let's keep Judgment Day 
honest," he charged. 

"Excuse me for being a little old 
fashioned, but I believe when a person 
is saved their life is changed and they 
begin to think about the things of God," 
Stanley asserted. "If you know Jesus 
Christ, you act like Jesus Christ. 

"I had a form of godliness, too, but I 
denied the power thereof, like many of 
you," he continued. "These aisles should 
be filled with thousands coming and 
saying, 'I need to be saved. I need to quit 
mocking God. I need to reflect Jesus 
Christ. '" 

Scholarships incrfase 
The scholarship committee of the 
Baptist Foundation announceci , an 
8._8 percent increase in scholarship 
money given to .needy Kentucky 
Baptist students for the academic 
year 1988~89. Grants were: 

schQol . ,. {, number •. amt. 
Campbellsville • 48 33.,250 
Cumberland 46 33,750 
Georgetown • 28 21,000 
Clear Creek 26 19,500 
$outhem S-em;; 22 16,125 

TOTAL $12:5,525 
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Admitting he was a "1 7-year-old gut­
less wonder," Stanley confessed he 
"didn't have guts enough to say, 'No, 
thank you,' to the crowd" and it cost 
him. 

"No one ever came to my church when 
I was a young boy and said, 'Every 21 
minutes we lose a kid to alcohol."' he 
claimed. "No one ever came and said, 
'Everyday 68 teenagers die from al­
cohol.' 

"Hey, man, grow up! Don't ·sit out 
there and say, 'That won't happen to 
me,"' Stanley warned. "My big brother 
(Elvis) said that. I said that. 

"If you don't hear me, I don't know 
what it's going to take for you. I'll tell 
you what it took for me-and I'm sorry 
to say it, folks-it took the death of my 
big brother," he cried. "It took a blood 
sacrifice for God to get my attention." 

Although Stanley traveled with Elvis 
almost everywhere, he claims the most 
beautiful person he met was a 15-year­
old girl who became his friend and told 
him what he really needed was Christ 
in his life. After accepting an invitation 
to attend church, Stanley was con­
verted. "I came off drugs- ampheta­
mines, barbiturates, hallucinogenics, 
everything-that night," he said. "I'm 
standing here as your friend and I'm 
saying he'll change you, too." 

Chiromo, an international student in 
the MDiv degree program at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis­
ville, told the youth about a girl who 
had been sexually abused by her school 
teacher. 

"She was fear-stricken, guilt-rid­
den," he related. "Her youthful zest for 
life was punctured by her consciousness 
of what was happening. She felt lonely, 
helpless and hopeless ." 

Chiromo shared the gospel with the 
girl and witn,essed her conversion. "I 
had good news for that dear girl. What 
had been a written word had become a 
living document, the living word,· for 
me," he stated. 

"The experience of the empowering 
presence of God enabled her to face the 
gruesomeness of life's destructive forces 
with a conquering posture. 

"Here is God's invitation for you to 
experience new life through a personal, 
intimate relationship with God in Jesus 
Christ," explained Chiromo. 

"We can experience the healing power 
of being made whole. We can be forgiven 
of our sins no matter how hideous they 
may be," he proclaimed. "We can be 
freed to be on the road to realizing our 
maximum potential . . . to experience 
abundant, overflowing life." 

Burgess is a member of the KBC 
executive board who shares the gospel 
through various illusions, involving 
rings, picture frames, razor blades and 
water glasses. 

"Depression is the most common dis­
ease in America because it is the exact 
opposite of abundant life," the physi­
cian told the crowd. • 

"We have created a culture that runs 
here and there trying everything it can 
get its hands on-whether it's drugs, 
sex, alcohol, glamour, a big bank ac-

count, or sports success-just trying to 
find what Jesus Christ said, 'I came to 
give you.' And, you'll never find abun­
dant life anywhere but in him," Burgess 
said. 

"But, there's a difference between be­
lieving and trusting in something," 
Burgess claimed, asking for a volunteer 
to assist him in an illusion involving a 
miniature guillotine. 

"I put a person in that contraption 
and made a preposterous claim. I 
claimed to be able to apparently take a 
piece of steel and put it through a man's 
neck without hurting him," he said after 
performing the stunt. "And, he had to 
make a decision whether he trusted the 
claim I made enough that he would com­
mit all that he was to it. 

"The difference between believing 
something is true and placing your trust 
in it involves commitment," Burgess 
explained. "Jesus Christ wants you to 
commit all that you are to him. And, 
trusting him means you're willing to for­
sake anything that would take you away 
from that decision." 

Featured musicians at this year's 
meeting included Harbor, a Nashville 
group used extensively by Ridgecrest 
(N. C.) Baptist Conference Center. 

Bill and Kathy Cox, representatives 
of the South Carolina Baptist Conven­
tion's Evangelism Department, pre­
sented a multimedia contemporary re­
telling of the Prodigal Son story. The 
presentation utilized three giant 
screens, several cassette tape decks and 
nine slide projectors. 

Blacks, whites share Trigg County revival effort 
by Betty Anderson 
State Correspondent 

One lives in a neighboring county. One 
came from Louisville to the county of 
his birth. Both have been pastors. One 
is head of his denomination in Kentucky 
and a prominent speaker. The other is 
an evangelist. One is black; one, white. 
They were coevangelists June 26-July 1 
in an associational revival in Cadiz. 

The "co" did not stop with the speak­
ers. The Trigg County Area Unity Evan­
gelistic Crusade cooperated the entire 
revival effort-a black and a white 
crusade director, a black choir and a 
white choir, leaders of both races shar­
ing the other spots on the platform. 

Lincoln Bingham and Don Short of 
Eddyville were coevangelists. Having 
lived in Trigg County community of 
Cerulean until age 18, Bingham is pre­
sently superintendent of missions for 
the General Association of Baptists in 
Kentucky, Louisville, and cooperative 
ministries consultant for the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention. 

The crusade opened Sunday night, 
June 26, with greetings from County 
Judge Executive Zelner Cossey and 
Mayor Scott Sivills, who had pro­
claimed the period as Race Relationship 
Unity Week, and John Randolph, super­
int-endent of schools. The nights Bing­
ham preached the white choir sang, and 
when Short preached the black choir 
sang. Bingham numbered the nightly 
crowd filling the Trigg County High 
School football stadium at 800. 

By Friday night seven people had been 
saved, two had come seeking God's will 
for their lives, two for rededication. 
Harold Skaggs, pastor of Cadiz Baptist 
Church, codirector of the event, pointed 

L to R: Don Short, Eddyville, evangelist; F. L. Larkin, crusade codirector; Ralph 
Benningfield, DOM, Little River Association 

out the value of the crusade in promot­
ing attitude changes as well as an 
evangelistic thrust. Before the Civil War 
black and white families worshiped to­
gether in T:rigg County, historians say. 

Church men from both groups-the 
Little River Association and the Little 
River-Cumberland Valley District As­
sociation-have felt the need for more 
communication. About four years ago 
the Cadiz Baptist congregation, accord­
ing to Skaggs, invited Bingham and the 
West End Baptist Church Choir, Louis­
ville, to lead a service. Six or Seven 
black churches attended, with about 500 
people there, he said. 

Later Bingham and Ralph Benning­
field, Little River Association director 
of missions, became acquainted while 
speaking in a World Missions Confer­
ence in Ohio County. Because of their 
common ties to Trigg County, the two 

began discussing and praying about 
strengthening the fellowship between 
black and white church communities. 
Little River-Cumberland Valley has 22 
churches with many of its pastors not 
living on the field. The white association 
has 21 churches. 

While worship styles of blacks and 
whites differ, Benningfield pointed out, 
ideas can be exchanged about missions, 
training and Sunday school. He and 
Bingham are exploring the possibility 
of a black Southern Baptist Church in 
Trigg County which would be dually 
aligned with the black association. The 
church would use SBC programs. • 

Bingham preached the closing service 
of the crusade. His text was Romans 
10:1-17, with his sermon being entitled 
"The Desire of My Heart." His desire is 
that all his relatives, every Trigg Coun­
tian, be saved. 
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sanford's perspectives 
An opportunity for healing 

The vote Jerry Vines got in San Antonio could not 
be considered a mandate nor a landslide victory. 
However he did win and he is the president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Historic Baptist polity calls upon all loyal 
Southern Baptists to give this man a chance to 
heal the denomination and become a great presi­
dent. 

And this is exactly what all of us will watch for 
in the months ahead. We will look carefully at 
what this man says but, more particularly, we will 
look carefully at what he does. This, too, is historic 
Baptist polity. 

Vines is in a position to bring healing to the 
denomination and he can do this, just like every 
one of his predecessors in the past nine years could 
have done, by his appointments to key positions 
within the structure of the denomination. 

He has said he wants to do the right thing and 
do it in the right way. However there will no doubt 
be questions about what is the right thing and 
what is the right way. 

It may not be worth much, and it surely will 
not change the mind of the president, but this 
editor suggests the right thing is to appoint mem­
bers of the minority to key positions in the struc­
ture and the right way to do it is straight up-no 
fancy rhetoric- just plain appointment of men 
and women to key positions even though they have 
been in the minority these past years. 

None of his predecessors has had the will to do 
this and as a result the minority continues to be 
on the outside of decision making throughout the 
denomination. 

One of the principal gripes of ultra conserva­
tives is that they stood on the outside for many 
years, without vote or voice in the decision­
making process. Not many people will deny the 
legitimate complaint they have. However, that 
must change if we are to have any semblance of 
peace. Two wrongs do not make a right and to 
perpetuate a policy that is wrong is to compound 
the wrong. 

Now the president of the convention can help 
heal the terrible sore on our collective body by 
taking a step none of those who preceeded him 
these past nine years has had the will to take. 

Will Vines appoint moderates to positions of 
leadership and influence? Time will tell and time 
will indicate whether we go on in the bloody way 
we seem to love or if we will turn to each other 
as brothers and sisters. 

It is an awesome responsibility for one man. It 
takes great spiritual courage and great moral in­
tegrity to do what is right when so many want 
something altogether different. All of us pray 
Jerry Vines has those moral attributes which can 
make him a great president of our beloved de­
nomination. 

An inspirational message of hope 
Jim and Betty McKinley have returned to 
Bangladesh for what will perhaps be their last 
tour before retirement from the Foreign Mission 
Board. 

This wonderful missionary couple have given 
their entire life to the ministry of the gospel among 
a- people living in ways different and perplexing 
for Americans. Yet they have stayed by the course 
and have seen the glory of God come alive in the 
hearts and lives of countless people to whom they 
have ministered. 

Ten years ago McKinley wrote a book, "Death 
to Life: Bangladesh." The book was published by 
Highview Baptist Church, Louisville, and sold 
thousands of copies. All the income from sales 
went into foreign mission work and blessed count- , 
less people. Now he has written another book, 
"Help, Helpers, Hope." This one, too, is published 
by Highview and the profits will also go to mis­
sions. 

This second book tells the story of the people 
who make Southern Baptist foreign missions so 
dear to all of us. Our people around the world are 
the finest representatives of sacrificial Christian 
living one can find anywhere. The story of their 
work and labor of love is told with eloquence and 
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pathos by one who himself has spent ,his life in 
service to the Lord in strange places . 

Surely WMU groups will want to get this book. 
Every Baptist church library and media center 
will want this book. It would warm the heart and 
stir the soul of every preacher who took time to 
read what this colleague says about help and help­
ers and hope. 

Perhaps the group who would profit most from 
reading this book would be young people. In the 
pages of this book they will discover how their 
peers, the McKinley children, handled the almost 
unbearable circumstances of life on the mission 
field. The story of these missionary children is in 
itself remarkable and should prove a great 
motivator for other young people. 

The book is like Jim McKinley: open, honest, 
straightforward. It is a book of compassion, hope, 
reality and it vibrates with the honest conviction 
of a man and his family whose entire life is dedi­
cated to the Christ all of us love and serve. 

Get the book and read it, knowing that when 
you do you not only will have a great spiritual 
experience, but you will also be making a contri­
bution to the ministry of our beloved missionary 
brothers and sisters. 

Advertising: Rates available upon request. Institutional columns 
on an inside page are paid space. 

Directors: Robert DeFoor, Harrodsburg, Chairman; Denzel Dukes, 
Owensboro, Vice Chairman; Glenn Mollette, Pikeville, Secretary; 
Richard Bridges, Bowling Green; Bill Crosby, Erlanger; Jerry Da?is, 
Pippa Passes; Greg Earwood, Murray; Paul Godsey, Burlington; 
Garnett Hulette, Frankfort; Don Mantooth, Morehead; John Searcy, 
Franklin; George Smith, Leitchfield. 

Earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.-Jude 3 
,, ... '-- .... , ... 
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baptist forum 
All believers are priests 

Action by the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion with regard to the priesthood of be­
lievers belies a mistrust and basic mis­
understanding of this vital doctrine by 
some in our denominational family. 
Timothy George's book, Theology of the 
Reformers, clearly demonstrates this 
was a central doctrine for Luther, 
Zwingli, Calvin and Simmons- all of 
whom had some impact on Baptists' 
theological self-understanding. A. H. 
Strong claimed that "in Christ the be­
liever is prophet, priest and king." 

The New Testament basis for the doc­
trine of the priesthood of believers is 
drawn from I Peter 2:5, 9 where Chris­
tians are called a "holy priesthood" a 
"royal priesthood." The priesthood of 
all believers means two things. One, 
there is no need for any other mediator 
between the individual and God. Paul 
says, "There is one God and one media­
tor between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus." Two, all believers have a 
ministry in, to and through the body of 
Christ. 

Believers should have an attitude of 
respect for and submission to the minis­
try of those who "spoke the word of God 
to you .. . " and "keep watch over you." 
(Heb 13:7, 17) This should not imply 
blind submission to any human author­
ity. The Bible commends the Bereans 
who "received the message with great 
eagerness and examined the scriptures 
every day to see if what Paul said was 
true." 

The authority of spiritual leaders 
should not be a restriction upon or 
threat to the priesthood of believers but 
rather an enhancement of that priest­
hood. 

The unnamed "heresies, " which we 
have been told lurk under the protection 
of the privileges and responsibilities of 
the priesthood of the believer, should be 
identified and dealt with on their own 
basis. The precious and sacred truth that 
all believers are priests before God 
and to humanity must be practiced, 
preached and preserved. 

Joey Rosas 
Fisherville 

No mandate given in San Antonio 

I commend you for your coverage of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. However, 
in good Baptist fashion I would like to 
differ with you on a few points and add 
a different perspective on others. 

Your headline reads, "Conservatives 
maintain control. ... " We conservatives 
have had NO control since 1979. Control 
has been and remains in the hands of 
the Fundamentalists. We need to keep 
the issue in clear focus. Southern Bap­
tists are a conservative people. Southern 
Baptist seminaries are conservative in­
stitutions. The professors in these 
schools are conservative scholars. There 
are no liberals among them. 

Our problem since 1979 has centered 
in the organized efforts of a strong group 
of Fundamentalists to take over all 
Southern Baptist institutions. They 
have used skillful political tactics and 
slogans of doubtful validity in doing 
this. They are obviously a minority 
group in the Southern Baptist fold, for 
the closer you get to the grass roots of 
our life-state conventions- the less in­
fluence they have. No state has yet been 
taken over by this group. 

Thus we come to another ill-used 
• phrase-"two sides in conflict." They 
have actually been named "fundamen­
tal-conservative" and "moderate-con­
serva tive." The truth is that there is a 
great host of people joined together in 
world missions and over to the side a 

strong group of rebels trying to seize the 
reigns of power. 

These rebels need to lay down their 
arms and get back into the stream of 
Baptist life and principles. Ed Perry put 
it best a few years ago when he said that 
you are not an arsonist when you try to 
put out a fire that someone else has 
started in your house. ' 

We need to remember that 15,804 
votes out of 14 million Southern Bap­
tists gives no one any kind of mandate. 
Our president simply has the privilege 
of being a servant of the many if he is 
faithful to the task entrusted to him. If 
he forgets the vast number of Baptists 
who will never attend the SBC or the 
15,112 who did not vote for him he will 
only help keep alive a conflict that is 
greatly hindering the work God has 
called us to do. 

Jerry Vines can add to the darkness 
of our world or through a cooperative 
spirit let some ray of light in. 

C. Carman Sharp 
Louisville 

Another straw man to attack 

After years of attacking the straw man 
"liberalism," Jerry Vines admits, "Lib­
eralism . . . is not the real theological 
issue in our denomination." Vines now 
claims the problem is not liberalism but 
another straw man, "new-orthodoxy." 

Anyone who attended the SBC in San 
Antonio surely came away convinced 
the greatest problem of the Southern 
Baptist Convention is neo-Catholicism. 
The nonbiblical, nonBaptistic resolu­
tion on the priesthood of the believers 
affirms a hierarchial notion of relation­
ship that would rival that of Roman 
Cahtolicism. 

No matter what kind of face one may 
try to put on it, the SBC in San Antonio 
was a triumph of ignorance, intrigue 
and iniquity. It is a sad day for biblical 
concepts of the church. 

Raymond Bailey 
Louisville 

A biblical solution to controversy 

The devil is working hard to destroy the 
Christian fellowship among Southern 
Baptists. He doesn't like the goals we 
have set. 

It is time to show Satan that greater 
is he that is in you than he that is in the 
world. 

Let's attack the right person rather 
than our Christian brother. We can 
overcome him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the work of their testimony 

If we truly desire to mend our broken 
fellowship Mark 11 :22-25 has the an­
swer providing we take verse 26 seri­
ously. 

Also we will give thanks always for 
all things unto God and the father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Submitting our­
selves one to another in the fear of God. 

Ruth E. Harris 
Cold Spring 

Let all be servants 

Whereas, Resolution 5 on the Priesthood 
of the Believer of the Southern Baptist 
Convention diminishes the importance 
of this doctrine as a "recent historical 
development" and indirectly denounces 
the Baptist Sunday School Board 1988 
doctrinal study on the priesthood of all 
believers. 

The Buechel Park );3aptist Church re­
solves affirmation of both the historical 
importance and the biblical relevance 
of the doctrine of the priesthood of all 
believers. We firmly believe in the re­
sponsibility of Christians to minister to 
one another as servants of Christ. We 
express our gratitude to the Baptist 
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Sunday School Board for its support 
and to Walter Shurden for authorship 
of the book on our recent doctrinal 
study. 

Furthermore, we declare our freedom 
in Christ Jesus to follow the leadership 
of the Holy Spirit in the interpretation 
of scripture and the health of diverse 
voices in the church. We have never 
suggested nor heard suggested that the 
priesthood of all believers "gives license 
to misinterpret, explain away, demyt}:i­
ologize or extrapolate out elements of 
the supernatural from the Bible" as 
stated in Resolution 5. 

Furthermore, we acknowledge the im­
portance of spiritual leadership in the 
church by pastors and other church 
leaders but recognize the word of Christ: 
"Whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant." 

Larry K. Dipboye 
Buechel Park Baptist Church 

Louisville 

A pastor's example remembered 

Although the news reached me in Brazil 
late I wanted to express my congratula­
tions to Southern Seminary for its 
choice of Carman Sharp as one of its 
alumni of the year. 

During five of the seven years I lived 
in Louisville, Carman was my pastor. It 
was a privilege to serve with him as part 
of the staff of Deer Park Baptist Church. 
He was a pastor who led, not by impos­
ing his will in an authoritarian manner, 
but by trusting people to do their job, 
staff and lay leaders alike. Always ready 
to help if asked, he left us to carry on 
our meetings and activities without feel­
ing he had to be. there to ckeck up on 
us. For me this was a new experience 
but one I came to value over the years. 

A real measure of Carman's successful 
leadership was the period between his 
retirement and the coming of our new 
pastor nearly a year-and-a-half later. 
The deacons, staff and committees con­
tinued their work and instead of the 
usual membership decline, we held our 
own. 

I came to admire Carman's vision. He 
dared to speak against injustice long be­
fore it was fashionable. He was not one 
who merely reacted, but rather led the 
way. 

In this my first year as a missionary 
after language school, Carman's exam­
ple as a pastor has been held up as we 
have tried to open our students' vision 
to shared ministry. 

I celebrate with Kentuckians and 
Southern Seminary this honor. Con­
gratulations Carman. 

Janelle Ganey 
Missionary to Brazil 

Life, priorities change for volunteer 

As a Christian Service Corp volunteer 
since 1978 I have been on several tours 
but the one I just completed was by far 
the most rewarding. 

Last November Mildred McWhorter, 
director of missions for the three Baptist 
centers in Ffouston, Tex., spoke at my 
church in Winchester. I immediately de­
cided, even though I am a senior citizen 
and past the age for service corp work, 
I would like to go to Houston and see if 
there was anything I could do. In early 
April I went. 

I taught literacy classes every day, 
taught Bible stories and crafts to chil­
dren, tutored children, cared for small 
children in the nurseries while their par­
ents were in Bible study and helped pack 
food and clothing in grocery bags to be 
distributed to many familes who came 
each week to Bible study. 

The job Miss McWhorter has in Rous-

ton is gigantic but she is a gigantic per­
sonality. She could not begin to ac­
complish the amount of work that needs 
to be done without a host of volunteers. 

Anyone interested in doing volunteer 
work---either long or short term, anyone 
concerned about Bold Mission Thrust, 
anyone who wants to receive the richest 
blessing you can imagine should go to 
Houston. There are never enough hands 
to do all that needs to be done, but praise 
God, with his help and Miss McWhor­
ter's never-ending energy great things 
are happening for our Lord every day. 

I wish everyone could experience just 
a few of the many joys I received in the 
six short weeks I was there. My life, my 
priorities will never be the same. 

Louise Hadden Reimer 
Winchester 

Lay people must attend SBC 

For several decades I have been con­
cerned our convention has become in­
creasingly dominated by.clergy. Our lay 
members, who provide the bulk of fi­
nancial support, have been largely dis­
enfranchised from the Southern Baptist 
Convention despite efforts to include 
them on committees, commissions and 
boards. 

Several things could be done to 
change this. One, churches could pay the , 
expenses for lay persons to attend SBC 
meetings as they do for pastors and 
other staff. 

Two, SBC business could be con­
ducted by correspondence, each church 
having the number of votes equivalent 
to their authorized number of messen­
gers. 

If the "political powers" are really 
concerned to know the convictions of 
"grass roots Baptists," as some of them 
declare, they should do something 
dramatic to get an adequate expression. 

Joseph R. Estes 
Louisville 

Louisa church meets its obligations 

The membership of First Baptist 
Church, Louisa, became concerned 
about the deficit in mission giving Apr. 
3. Since we are known as a Missionary 
Baptist Church, we felt it necessary we 
keep our commitment to missions. 

A committee recommendation sug­
gested we set May 29 as a day to receive 
a special offering to catch up our mis­
sion deficit. All money over the amount 
needed for our Family Life Center pay­
ment would go to_ missions. 

We are happy to say we made up the 
entire deficit of more than $2700. 

In order not to have to deal with a 
shortage of money each month the com­
mittee further recommended we set 
June 19 as a special day to receive 
$30,000 to pay on the principle and re­
duce the debt on the Family Life Center. 

After much prayer and a lot of encour- • 
agement and faith we had a celebration 
service June 19, even before we counted 
the money. In the morning service we 
received more than $31,000. The total 
as of June 27 stood at $33,941. The mem­
bership of the church is still praising 
God for what we have allowed him to 
do through his church. 

Leon Greer 
Louisa 

Letters for baptist forum: maximum 
length, 300 words. Longer letters will 
be edited for space or returned for revi­
sion. Writer's signature, address, phone 
number and church affiliation required. 
No form letters will be printed. Letters . 
must deal with issues and not makeper­
sonal attacks. 
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mountains to the mississippi 

Curti• C. Mooney 
Executive Director 
10801 Shelbyville Road 
Middletown, Kr 402.43 

homes 
for 
children 

Thank you, Eldred Taylor 

As- I assume the position of leadership 
of Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren, one of my most pleasant tasks is 
to thank Eldred Taylor for seven years 
of outstanding leadership. Each of us is 
called by God to specific positions of 
ministry and for special times. There is · 
no doubt in my mind, nor anyone else's 
who knows him, that Eldred Taylor was 
God's man for Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren for the past seven years . 

Capping many years of service as pas­
tor and denominational leader, Brother 
Taylor brought a steady hand and a 
stroi:ig vision of the future for KBHC. 
Among many accomplishments the ex­
pansion of the program to regional crisis 
group homes and the leadership of th_e 
"Beyond This Time" endowment cam­
paign are two which will have tremen­
dous impact for years to come. 

While my words echo the sentiments 
of all Kentucky Baptists, I want to add 
my personal word of thanks for the 
month we have worked together. Thank 
you for taking the time to travel with 
me around the state and introduce me 
to some of the friends of children in Ken­
tucky. Also, thanks for the many hours 
of conversation about the ministry and 
Kentucky Baptists. Your insights will be 
particularly helpful to me. 

It has been my observation that God 
gives the spiritual gift of wisdom spar­
ingly. One person to whom that gift has 
been given is Eldred Taylor. 

As I take on a new position, I am very 
much aware that I cannot take Taylor's 
place. God in his unique wisdom pre­
pares each of us differently for his work. 
It is my prayer God will use me to build 
upon the work of Taylor and the many 
who preceded him, so that we as Ken­
tucky Baptists can do an even better job 
in the future than in the past. 

I ask for your prayers for me and for 
this ministry to children. I also ask for 
your continued financial support. This 
ministry which is so vital today cannot 
exist without both means of support . 

congregations 

Lewisport Baptist Church, Blackford 
Association , had a unique ground 
breaking ceremony June 5. About 350 
people pulled ropes attached to an old 
horse-drawn road-grader to turn the 
earth. The new structure will contain a 
sanctuary- seating 600 persons- plus 
nine Sunday school rooms. Total cost is 
estimated at $850,000. Easter Sunday, 
1989 is the target date to enter the struc­
ture. Ron Williams is pastor. 

Booneville Baptist Church, Booneville 
Association, honored pastor James Reed 
on the occasion of his retirement. 

Westside Baptist Church, Blood River 
Association, recently concluded a suc­
cessful "Together We Build" campaign. 
Gifts totaling $261,322 were pledged. 
Glynn M. Orr is pa~tor. 

Wickersville Baptist Church was admit­
ted to the East Lynn Association. Roger 
Scott is pastor. 

Calvary Baptist Church, Princeton, 
Caldwell-Lyon Association, broke 
groundforanewsanctuaryMay 15. Pas­
tor J. R. Bruce led the service with help 
from Olin Sisk who was moderator at 
the organizational service of the church 
30 years ago. Director of missions 
Harold Greenfield brought a message. 
The ground was broken by an old mule­
drawn plow pulled by the building com­
mittee, deacons, trustees and charter 
members of the church. 

deaths 

Joe Norton pastor of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Boones Creek Association, died 
after a long illness. 

Rice A. Pierce, an editor of Sunday 
school materials for the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, for almost 30 
years, died Thursday, May 26. 

Pierce, 71, retired from the board in 
February 1982. He was editor of adult 
curriculum materials in the Life and 
Work and vacation Bible school section 
of the Sunday School Department. 

In 27 years as an employe of the Bap­
tist Sunday School Board Pierce was 
editor of young adult and collegiate 
Bible study materials. He also was 
supervisor of the Sunday school youth 
editorial section. He joined the board in 
June 1955 as an editor of Church Train­
ing youth materials. 

Members of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Caldwell-Lyon Association __ break 
ground for a new sanctuary with an old 
mule-drawn plow. 

Lewisport Baptist Church used a horse-drawn grader to break ground for a building. 
Building program planning committee members who took part are (1 to r) Bruce 
Shelton, Elain Eubanks, Shirley Cahal, Marlene Westerfield and Steve Drury. 

Earlier Pierce was head of the Religi­
ous Education Department at George-

• town (Ky.) College. He was a minister 
of education and associate pastor in 
churches in Louisiana and Kentucky . 

personnel 

Wheeler and Kitty Thompson cele­
brated their 50th wedding anniversary 
at their home in Waycross, Ga. Thomp­
son was associate in the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention Sunday School Depart­
ment before accepting the call of the Il­
linois Baptist Convention to be Sunday 
School Department director. Thompson 
has written several books which are 
available by writing him at Baptist Vil­
lage, Drawer 179, Waycross, GA 31502. 

Foster Avenue Baptist Church, Long 
Run Association, helped Kenneth and 
Robbie -Wrather celebrate their 25th 
wedding anniversary. Wrather is pastor. 

First Baptist Church, Madisonville, Lit­
tle Bethel Association, called Rodney 
Vincent as minister of education and ad­
ministration. Vincent goes to Madison­
ville from Calvary Baptist Church, 
Evansville, Ind. H. Garrison Coltharp is 
pastor. 

Walter McDonald accepted the call as 
minister of youth at Gethsemane Baptist 
Church, Long Run Association. Tony 
Smith is pastor. 

Ron Shaw was called as youth director 
by New Salem Baptist Church, Laurel 
River Association. Bob Steadman is pas­
tor. 

Roundstone Baptist Church, Rockcastle 
Association, called Gordon "Mink as its 

' pastor. 

Jessie Fields resigned as pastor of Put­
ney Baptist Church, Upper Cumberland 
Association. 

Old Flat Lick Baptist Church, North 
Concord Association, called Andy Gam­
brel as pastor. 

Clyde Strunk accepted the pastorate of 
Buena Vista Baptist Church, Pulaski 
Association. 

Sacramento Baptist Church, Daviess­
McLean Association , called David R. 
Taylor as minister of music . Taylor goes 

to Sacramento from Yellow Creek Bap­
tist Church, Daviess-McLean Associa­
tion, where he was organist, handbell 
choir director and youth choir assistant. 
Denzil Probus is pasj;or of the Sac­
ramento congregation. 

Jerry Judd became pastor of Liberty 
Baptist Church, East Lynn Association, 
Feb. 14. Since then there have been 72 
additions to the church by baptism. 
Judd also runs an 80-acre farm, milks 
60 cows and conducts a radio program 
on WGRK, Greensburg. 

First Baptist Church, Russell Springs, 
Russell County Association, called Jeff 
Eaton as pastor. He is a student at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville. 

Gary Conner resigned as pastor of Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church, Boones Creek As­
sociation. 

Charles Jones has been called to Calvary 
Baptist Church, Franklin County Asso­
ciation, to be minister of music and 
youth. He is a first-year student at 
Sout~ern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville. 

Angela "Micki" Davis was named direc­
tor of the Baptist Fellowship Center in 
Louisville. She is a Southern Seminary 
graduate. • 

Mark Lilly resigned as pastor of Burkes­
ville Baptist Church, Freedom Associa­
tion, to accept a pastorate in Loveland, 
Oh. 

First Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, 
Christian County Association, called 
Bill Adcock as minister of music. Ad­
cock goes to Hopkinsville from First 
Baptist Church, Ashland. James S . 
McKenzie is pastor. 

James Smith resigned as pastor of 
Friendship Baptist Church, Boones 
Creek Association, to accept the call as 
director of missions for Enterprise Asso­
ciation. 

Roy W. Field Jr. retired from the minis­
try after 33 years . His last pastorate of 
eight years was with Henderson Memo­
rial Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, 
Christian County Association. 

Field will be living in Hopkinsville, 
112 Black Oak Lane, and is available 
for pulpit supply and interim work. 



Bob Hutchins resigned as pastor of 
Wickland Baptist Church, Nelson Asso­
ciation, to accept the call of Pleasant 
Hill Baptist Church, Troutville, Va. 

Buena Vista Baptist Church, Daviess­
McLean Association, accepted the resig­
nation of pastor Jewel R. Pruitt, who 
has accepted the call as pastor of Im­
manuel Baptist Church, Liberty Asso­
ciation, a newly organized congregation 
in Glasgow. 

Clark Measels, professor of music at 
Carson-Newman College, is the new 
minister of music at First Baptist 
Church, Middlesboro. His wife, Nenette, 
also serves on the church staff as minis­
ter of education. Pastor of the church is 
Bill Daniel. 

Alan Holden, minister of music and 
youth at First Baptist Church, Car­
rollton, Whites Run Association, re­
signed to accept the pastorate of 
Rochester (N.Y.) Baptist Church. 

Rick Vaughn, youth minister at How­
ard's Mill Baptist Church, Boones Creek 
Association, has accepted the call to be 
the church's pastor. 

Joseph D . Boone began his duties at 
Latonia Baptist Church, Northern Ken­
tucky Association, July 6. He goes to 
Latonia from the pastorate of First Bap­
tist Church, Highland Heights, North­
ern Kentucky Association. 

Vic and Ruth Harrison have both joined 
the staff of Springfield Baptist Church, 
Central Association. He is full time 
minister of youth and music. She is part 
time minister to children. Brad Johnson 
is pastor. 

Tim Hobart Mills, associate minister at 
Greenland Baptist Church, Corbin, Mt. 
Zion Association, resigned to continue 
his education at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex. 
A December 1987 graduate of Cumber­
land College, Mills was ordained to the 
ministry at Greenland Apr. 10. Larry G. 
Mulberry is pastor. 

missions 

Green Acres Baptist Church commis­
sioned Suzanne Lacy as a volunteer mis­
sionary of the Home Mission Board's 
Mission Service Corps Division May 29 
during the morning worship hour. 

Miss Lacy received her assignment 
from the HMB for two years, ending 
April 1990, in the Greater Boston Asso­
ciation. She will serve the local churches 
in language missions development. 

Persons wishing to make a contribu­
tion to support her voluntary mission 
work may write Greater Boston Baptist 
Association, 187 Church Street, New­
ton, MA 02158, or contact Daniel 
Powell, pastor, Green Acres, 964-8165. 

Scott Sanderson of Oneida has been as­
signed as a student summer missionary 
working in the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention Brotherhood Department, 
Alexandria, La., according to Wayne 
Taylor, associate in the LBC Special 
Ministries Department . 

Vickie Guthrie of Cumberland College 
was named a Baptist Student Union 
summer missionary. She will be serving 
in Whitesburg through the Kentucky 
Direct Missions program. Her photo was 

Suzanne Lacy 

Mark had no respect 
for himself. And he got 
none from others. He 
suffered from the disease 
of drug abuse, like so 
many other young 
people in our com­
munity. His habit was 
all he cared about. At 
Brooklawn, we help 
young people like Mark 
overcome alcohol and 
other drug dependencies. 
Help them learn to 
respect themselves and 
earn others' respect. 
Brooi-:awn's treatment is 
safe and chemical-free. 
So if you know young 
people like Mark who are 
suffering from alcohol or 
other drug abuse, please 
let them know they can 
get help and respect at 
Brooklawn. Mark's glad 
somebody told him. 

Counseling Service 
Doctors Park 
1517 Nicholasville Road 
Lexington, KY 40503 
(606) 278-5545 

~ Transitional Living Center .. B~OO~WN Treatment Center& 

U 2125 Goldsmith Lane 
P.O. Box 32336 

The Road Back to Freedom Louisville, KY 40232 
(502) 451-5177 

Treating Young People with Alcohol and other Drug Abuse Problems 
Contributions are tax deductible • A not-for-profit organization 

J.C.A.H. Accredited 
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Miss Guthrie Hopwood 

inadvertently omitted from the pictures 
supplied to Western Recorder for the 
May 10 issue. 

Jeff Hopwood of Campbellsville is a stu­
dent summer missionary, working at 
Camp Jellystone. An incorrect photo of 
him was supplied by the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention Student Work Depart­
ment for the May 10 issue. 

ordinations 

Sam Harper, Mike Sprowles and Ken­
neth Sharp were ordained as deacons 
by Robinson Creek Baptist Church, 
Taylor County Association. Steve James 
is pastor. 

Tom Katzman was ordained to the 
ministry by First Baptist Church, Bowl­
ing Green, Warren Association. Katz­
man has been called as pastor of Liberty 
Baptist Church, Leitchfield. Dick 
J3ridges is pastor of the Bowling Green 
church. 

"Christians are called to bear 
witness to the saving gospel of 
Jesus Christ to every person within 
the human family," says Richard 8. 
Cunningham, author of The Chris­
tian Faith and Its Contemporary 
Rivals. 

Cunningham clearly defines Chris­
tian apologetics and critiques the 
worldviews he regards as the major 
rivals of Christianity: atheism, nat­
uralism, secular humanism, Marxism, 
nihilism, and the major world religions. 
Ideal book for Christians who want to 
be able to defend their faith in relation 
to other faiths discussed. 

Paperback, $9.95 

Richard B. Cunningham, who 
publishes widely, is professor of 
philosophy of religion at The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

At your Baptist Book Store 

flEROADMAN 

Ballardsville Baptist Church, Sulphur 
Fork Association, ordained Nate Perry 
and Wendell L. Trapp Jr. to the diaco­
nate May 1. Ballardsville pastor Mark 
Waters preached the charge and Tom 
Riddle, chairman of deacons, was mod­
erator of the ordination council. 

Denise McLain Massey was ordained to 
the ministry by Highland Baptist 
Churcb, Louisville, Long Run Associa­
tion, in April. 

Susan Miller, minister of music at 
Parkwood Baptist Church, Louisville, 
Long Run Association, has been licensed 
to the ministry. 

revivals 

Franklin Crossroads Baptist Church, 
Severns Valley Association, reports 21 
professions of faith in Jesus Christ and 
numerous rededications during a spring 
revival May 16-22. The church also had 
a record high attendance May 22 with 
228 in Sunday school. Evangelist was 
Charles Killough from Houston, Tex. 
Ron Davis is pastor. 

Revival services were held at Greenland 
Baptist Church, Corbirr, Mt. Zion Asso­
ciation, Apr. 24-29. Tom Atwood of 
Douglasville, Ga. was evangelist . There 
were 11 professions of faith, two addi­
tions by letter and two rededications. 
High attendance day was observed Apr. 
24 with 207 in Sunday school. Larry G. 
Mulberry is pastor. 

The first such study in English since 
18661 

Theology of the Reformers, a 
fresh interpretation of Reformation 
theology, focuses on the theological 
beliefs of four major reformers: Luther, 
Calvin, Zwingli, and Simons. George 
attempts to understand the mindset 
of each reformer and discusses the 
relevance of the theology of the · 
reformers for our times. 

George's book is an invaluable 
resource for scholars, students, 
ministers, and libraries interested in 
Christian history. 

Hardback, $21.95 

Timothy George is associate pro­
fessor of church history and historical 
theology at The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ken­
tucky. He is co-author of Dear Unborn 
Child and author of other published 
works. 

At your Baptist Book Store 

flEROADMAN 
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baptist news in brief 
Daycare centers exempt 
from state regulation HMB appoints first Ca01pers on Mission 
The U. S. Supreme Court has let stand 
an Illinois law exempting religious day­
care centers from state regulation. 

Although the action sets no binding 
precedent, 33 states have similar statu­
tory exemptions for daycare facilities 
owned and operated by churches and 
other religious institutions. 

In its brief order June 27, the high 
court stated the challenge to the Illinois 
law presented no "substantial federal 
question." The action's effect was to 
leave in place a decision last January of 
the Illinois Supreme • Court upholding 
the exemption's constitutionality. 

At issue in the dispute between the 
state and the Preschool Owners Associa­
tion of Illinois was a 1982 amendment 
to the state's child care law exempting 
church-run centers . The association 
challenged the law in a Cook County 
circuit court, claiming in part it violated 
the First Amendment's ban on an offi­
cial establishment of religion. 

That panel agreed, • invalidating the 
religious exemption. But on appeal, the 
Illinois Supreme Court reversed the trial 
court, ruling the state acted properly in 
granting the exemption. (BP) 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES 0 
~

STEEPLES- CROSSES 
WATER HEATERS 

CHURCH SUPPLIES 
ISLES-MUSIC SUPPLIES 

I - FREE COLORED BROCHURE . 

Ll'fflE a.an IIIDFAtTIIDI, CO. 
- - Box siiTOranae, teiisl7&30 

A retired Sears employe and his wife 
are traveling the country in their 27-foot 
Winnebago encouraging other campers 
to become fishers of men and women in 
America's resorts, parks and camp­
grounds . 

Carl and Mary Reagan are the first 
national Campers on Mission specialists 
for the Home Mission Board. They are 
self-supporting Mission Service Corps 
volunteers assigned to the board's Spec­
ial Mission Ministries Department. 

Campers on Mission is an organiza­
tion sponsored by the RMB to encourage 
campers to participate in missions pro­
jects. The group held its annual rally 
this summer at Georgia's Stone Moun­
tain Park. 

At that rally the Reagans found a cap­
tive audience for their favorite topic­
missions through camping. They moved 

Three Kentucky Baptists 
endorsed as chaplains 
Three Kentucky Baptist were among 28 
chaplains and spouses who attended the 
spring orientation for chaplains spon­
sored by the Home Mission Board. An 
endorsing service was held at Trinity 
Baptist Church, Conyers, Ga. 

James Foxworth is a chaplain at Ft. 
Campbell Army Base. Angela Church is 
a chaplain at the Lexington Federal 
Correctional Institute and James Dent 
serves at the Kentucky State Reforma­
tory. (BP) 

.-11 to Baptist Basics 

We're expanding to 3 
Church Training Leadership Days! 

September 10-Cedarmore Baptist Assembly 
• September 17~1ear Cree!c·Baptist Bible College 

I • 

Septembel'.24-Jona~ban Creek Ba,ptistAsseanJ,ly 

Time for all three is 9:00 a.m. ,,. 3:00 p.m. 

Training will Cb, for: 
General Officers 

Adulf Leaders 
Youth Leaders 

Children's Leaders 
Preschool Leaders 

Conference leaders will be from the 
Baptist Sunday School Board and Kentucky. 
Reservation fee of $5 will include lunch. 

For additional information or directions contact: 
Church Training/Special Ministries Dept. 

Kentucky Baptist Convention (502) 245 .. 4101 
" Douglas ff. Strader, Director James G. Clontz, Associate 

among the 600 participants, encourag­
ing them and enlisting them for service. 

"We have one of the best ministries I 
have ever seen," Reagan said of Campers 
on Mission. "That's why I quit my job 
early. " 

Reagan took early retirement from 
Sears, where he had worked 23 years. 
His wife had retired two years ·earlier 
as financial secretary at First Baptist 
Church, Tampa, Fla. They have moved 
to Franklin, N. C. 

Although Campers on Mission was 
begun in 1972, the Reagans said they 
were doing Campers on Mission work 

in the 1960s. It all started when they 
bought a 13-foot Scotty trailer and 
joined the Florida Scotty Club. They 
joined on the condition they could con­
duct worship services for the members 
each weekend. 

Reagan was president of the Florida 
chapter of Campers on Mission for four 
years before accepting his new national 
assignment. In Florida he and his wife 
organized creative ministries at state 
fairs . They planned their vacations 
around the fair in Tampa in order to 
camp there and minister to the employes 
and visitors . (BP) 

Jesting leads to layman's nomination 
Lighthearted jesting among a group of 
Oklahomans led to the nomination of a 
Tulsa, Okla., layman as president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

James Craig was nominated for the 
SBC post during the annual meeting in 
San Antonio. 

Oklahomans who fellowshiped in a 
hotel room the night before the election 
discussed the presidency. Sources who 
asked not to be identified confirmed the 
conversation led to Craig's nomination 
the following afternoon. 

Craig was nominated by a participant 
in the informal meeting, Robert Maples, 
a former Oklahoma pastor and music/ 
youth director and now a chaplain in 
New Mexico. 

"A group of us was sitting around dis­
cussing the convention and the upcom­
ing election," declared one source of the 
story. "Craig and Maples are longtime 
friends and got to joking about the 
nomination. It went on for awhile, and 
the gathering broke up." 

The next thing anyone knew Maples 
was at the SBC podium to nominate 
Craig as representative of the millions 
of laymen who support Southern Bap­
tist churches and their ministries and 
are deserving of recognition. 

"While I was surprised when Maples 
really did nominate me and almost fell 
out of the balcony, this is an indication 
that a bunch of laymen are very un-. 
happy at .the 'jawing' of the preachers. 
It's time for a layman to be elected," 
Craig declared. 

"Quilts" 
Want to Buy 

Pre-1940 Quilts - Cash 
Send quilt or photo to: 

SkJ4J~ 
12-Z River Hill Road 

Louisville, Kentucky 40207 
(502) 897-3819 

Maples had difficulty gaining access 
to the SBC platform to nominate Craig. 
As has been the practice in recent years, 
the stairs to the platform were moni­
tored and access was controlled. Maples 
was asked repeatedly if he really wanted 
to make the nomination, he said, noting 
he told platform monitors that if they 
continued to delay him, the nominations 
would cease. 

Craig, a construction inspector for the 
City of Tulsa's Engineering Depart­
ment, is a former president of the Ok­
lahoma Baptist University alumni asso­
ciation and is a member of South Tulsa 
Baptist Church. (BP) 

Northern Plains invites 
Baptists to celebration 
All former members and friends of 
churches of Northern Plains Baptist 
Convention are invited to a celebration 
of its life and demise Oct. 19-20 in Rapid 
City, S. D. It will be a gala affair as 
NPBC divides into two fellowships: 
Dakota Fellowship of Southern Baptist 
Churches, Bismark, S. D.; Montana 
Southern Baptist Fellowship, Billings, 
Mont. The division will be effective Dec. 
31. 

Persons interested in attending the 
festivities should communicate with the 
convention office at Box 1278, Rapid . 
City, S. D. 57709, or phone (605) 343-
5572. Programs and other pertinent in­
formation will be supplied upon re­
quest. 

Ct!LU!Elf 1ftr ff loco« 
Christian Retreat Center 

• under $30 per person per day includes 
meals, lodging, meeting rooms 

• ideal for marriage enrichment, youth, 
church staff, deacons retreats, etc. 

• volleyball, basketball, hiking. canoeing 
• retreat leadership provided upon request 

Larry & Kitty Keaton, Directors 
Rt. 1 Box 397 Mt. Vernon, KY 40456 

606-256-2336 

HONORARY GIFTS 
MEMORIAL GIFTS 

gratefully received 
promptly acknowledged 

The Library Foundation 
4th & York Streets 

Louisville, Kentucky 40203 
502-561-8654 
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Missionary faces charges in hospital dispute 
.......... 

ll\ ~ 

Prevost Burnes 

FMB names Tom Prevost 
to direct lay strategy 
Tom E. Prevost will direct a new strat­
egy designed to make better use of the 
growing ranks of Southern Baptists liv­
ing overseas who want to help in mis­
sions. 

As director of the Foreign Mission 
Board's newly formed International Lay 
Missions Department, Prevost, 41, will 
help develop new methods of ministry 
overseas involving Southern Baptists 
and others not considered foreign mis­
sionaries by vocation. He also will direct 
efforts involving nonmissionary person­
nel who fill special job requests from 
the field. 

The department will help enlist 
people to work through Cooperative 
Services International, an arm of the 
board that reaches where missionaries 
are unwelcome. It also will help the 
board locate Southern Baptists and 
others who could spread the gospel in­
side foreign nations where they travel 
or live. 

A native of Jackson, Miss ., Prevost has 
worked at the FMB since 1983. Before 
that he was a home missionary in 
Phoenix, Ariz., and a pastor in Califor­
nia and West Virginia . He is married to 
the former Carol Page of Amory, Miss., 
and they have two sons . 

In another development, the board 
has named Norman N. Burnes III to di­
rect its Missionary Learning Depart­
ment and Arville .Senter to be associate 
director of miss.ionary orientation. 

Burnes will oversee orientation and 
training programs offered primarily at 
the Cauthen Missionary Learning 
Center in Rockvill~, Va. Senter will help 
plan and schedule the seven-week mis­
sionary orientation program. 

Burnes, from Rome, Ga., is a former 
pastor and Southern Baptist represen­
tative to Israel who has worked as a mis­
sionary candidate consultant at the 
board since 1981. He is married to the 
former Kathryn Batten of Rocky Mount, 
N. C., and they have three grown chil­
dren. 

Senter, who grew up in San Angelo, 
Tex., and his wife, the former Pauline 
McMahon of Freeport, Tex., were 
missionaries in Tanzania from 1963-84. 
Since then he has been pastor of Town 
East Baptist Church, Mesquite, Tex., 
and coordinated an international stu­
dent program, working with African 
students in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area. 
They have three grown children. (BP) 

The missionary administrator of South­
ern Baptists' hospital in Bangalore, 
India, will face criminal proceedings in 
late July soon after she returns to India 
from a short stay in the United States. 

The missionary, Rebekah Naylor, has 
been accused of breaking a law that gov­
erns the operation of factories by lead­
ing the hospital in reducing its work 
force . The Foreign Mission Board has 
retained iegal counsel for her in the case 
and the hearings have been rescheduled 
several times. 

"We're not a factory," said Naylor, a 
surgeon from Ft. Worth, Tex., who came 
to Bangalore after being appointed in 
1973. "The very issue of any hospital 
being a factory is ridiculous." 

A labor reduction by 39 employes 

Rogers, Gregory sermons 
available on videotape 
Videotapes of addresses by Adrian P. 
Rogers and Joel Gregory to the Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meeting this 
summer are available from the Baptist 
Telecommunication Network. 

Rogers, who ended his term as SBC 
president during the annual meeting 
June 14- 16 in San Antonio, Tex., deliv­
ered the annual president's address. 

Gregory, pastor of Travis Avenue 
Baptist Church, Ft. Worth, Tex., 
preached the convention sermon. 

Requests by messengers to the annual 
meeting have prompted BTN to sell the 
tapes, according to a spokesperson for 
the Baptist Sunday School Board. 

The tapes of each message cost $24.95 
and may be ordered through the Sunday 
School Board's toll-free telephone 
number, 1-800-458-BSSB. 

Haiti normal again 
after June coup 
After a June 19 coup, Haiti "seems to 
have returned to normal so fast that it's 
almost incredible," Southern Baptist 
missionary Mark Rutledge said in a 
phone conversation from Haiti. 

"All the kids are back in school, every­
body's gone back to work, all the banks 
are open," said Rutledge, who heard 
gunfire during and after the takeover. 

"If everything goes well and stays 
calm," he added, Baptist volunteers 
from Savannah and Valdosta, Ga. will 
travel to Haiti in late July and August. 
They will build a bridge and a mission­
ary house for Rutledge and his wife,· 
Peggy, in a rural area where Rutledge 
coordinates agricultural projects and 
will start work with 10-15 churches. 

Mrs. Rutledge asked for prayer for 
peace in Haiti and for the annual Hai­
tian Baptist Convention meeting sched­
uled for early August. Civil unrest has 
prevented annual meetings the last two 
years. (BP) 

We regret the necessity to cancel the Drama 
Festival Workshop scheduled for August 5-
6, 1988 • due to unavailable leadership for 
that date. 

Thank you, 
Special Ministries Dept. 

triggered a dispute between union 
workers and hospital officials. Angry 
workers hung an effigy of Naylor at the 
hospital's front gates last June and 
burned it six months later. 

Naylor said she found out on a Satur­
day in mid December that a police of­
ficer held a warrant for her arrest but 
would give her until the next Monday 
to appear in court and pay bond. Later 
she learned the warrant specified she 
not be allowed out on bail. Without a 
warning, she would have been required 

Ruth Purtle Routh 
dies in Nashville 
Ruth Purtle Routh, wife of the late 
Southern Baptist executive Porter 
Routh, died June 26 in Nashville follow­
ing an extended illness. She was 74. 

Mrs. Routh was born in Sulphur, 
Okla. in 1913 . She graduated from Ok­
lahoma Baptist University in the early 
1930s and was named an OBU distin­
guished alumnus in 1982. 

She . and her husband were married 
for more than 52 years prior to his death 
Nov. 7, 1987 . He was executive commit­
tee president from 1951-79 and was 
editor of the Baptist Messenger, Ok­
lahoma Baptists' weekly newsjournal. 

Mrs. Routh was a home economics 
teacher in Oklahoma before her children 

, were born. She traveled around the 
world with her husband several times, 
visiting Southern Baptist mission fields . 

She was involved in the support of 
Clover Bottom Developmental Center in 
Nashville and was a parent representa­
tive on the center's human rights com­
mittee. (BP) 

New International 
A doctrinal Bible that 
paths of 27 Christian 
through the· Scriptur~ (Hohnan) · .. 
HARDCOVER G2802H • 

. (4670-24} $29;95 

22God blessed them and said, "Be 
fruitful and increase in number and 
fill the water in the seas, and let the 
birds increase on the earth." g 

Available where your 
satisfaction is guaranteed 

A -A~APTIST .~ 
~~-~~ tf ~ 221-8-D406 

to spend the weekend in jail, she said. 
The labor cutback came as the FMB 

began to reduce its subsidy to the hospi­
tal, which has been at the center of 
Southern Baptist mission work in India 
since its dedication in 1973. In keeping 
with a worldwide policy, the board is 
moving toward making all such hospi­
tals self-supporting. 

At its June meeting, the board ap­
proved in principle a proposal to release 
administrative control of the hospital to 
the Christian Medical College in Vellore, 
India. Under the proposed agreement, 
the board would continue to own the 
multimillion dollar facility and assign 
missionaries to it. The medical college 
would manage it and receive decreasing 
subsidies from the board during the next 
five years. (BP) 

Seminary professor HMB 
urban training award 
Larry McSwain, professor of church and 
community at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Louisville, has re­
ceived an award for significant contri­
butions to urban training among South­
ern Baptists. 

Mcswain received the recognition 
during the annual meeting of the Urban 
Training Cooperative advisory commit­
tee. 

The cooperative is a joint venture of 
the denomination's six seminaries and 
the Metropolitan Missions Department 
of the Home Mission Board. 

The honor recognizes McSwain's in­
volvement in at least 50 urban training 
events during the past 15 years. (BP) 

-
-classified ads-

M1ss1ONs SUMMER CAMP for children and 
youth at Rabro, Cedar Crest, Jonathan Creek. 
Affordable prices, trained staffs. Contact Rob 
Carr, Brenda Price, Kentucky Brotherhood and 
Woman's Missionary Union, 502-245-4101. EW 

FOR SALE: Addressograph Machine (Class 
1900), Graphotype Machine (Model 6381), 500 
plates, four cabinets containing plate holders. 
Make offer. (502-893-8275) 6-28-2T 

ORGAN-Rogers. Li~e new. 32 pedal. Inter­
manual and pedal couplers. All AGO 
513-681-0036 7-12-2T 

FOR SALE: Conn minute organ model 542. Ex­
cellent condition. $525.00 Tates Creek Pres­
byterian Church, Lexington, KY. 606-272-4399 

WANTED: Organist and pianist-Send resumes 
and all inquires to P. 0. Box 3087, Paducah, Ky. 
422002-3087 7-12-2T 

SEETHE GREAT PASSION PLAY & STAY AT 
KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM RESORT (for 
Groups of 12 or more)! NEW AIR CONDITION­
ING, IN-GROUND POOL, $7.50TICKETS, lodg­
ing, and meals ALL FOR $21 EACH! 
Call 501 /253-8418 today! 

d/-M/1,,e~ 
~ cluvu:J,, ... 

0 STEEPLES O SIGNS 
□ CUPOLAS □ BAPTISTRIES 

• 0 COLUMNS O LOUVERS, 
0 CORNICES □ SHUTTERS 
0 CROSSES □ RAILINGS 

IJ'-4-~ -~ WRITE OR CALL 
502-932-7091 

ALUMINUM FABRICATORS 
P. 0. BOX 267 GREENSBURG, KY 42743 

EOW 
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cbristian education 
T-wo vice presidents nanied at Southeastern Seniinary 
The trustees of Soµtheastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, 
N. C. have named two persons to fill vice 
presidential slots. 

G. Paul Fletcher and George E. Wor­
rell were elect~d by the seminary trus­
tees June 15 as vice presidents for in­
ternal affairs and external affairs, re­
spectively. Both elections were effective 
July 1. 

Fletcher, 48, assistant to the president 

for business affairs at Southeastern 
since 1980, will be responsible for inter­
nal affairs including financial, informa­
tion, plant, student services, etc. The 
Virginia native is a graduate of Wake 
Forest University and was director of 
development at Judson College prior to 
joining the Southeastern administrative 
staff. 

He was appointed by the trustees last 
fall to provide transitional services be-

Seventy-eight Baptist Associations competed in a track meet at Cedarmore Baptist 
Association May 14. The Ohio Valley Baptist Association Royal Ambassador's (RA's) 
won the overall competition in the grade 10-12 division. Individuals who placed 
were Chad Robinson, first in the high jump; Jimmy Collins, first in the shot put; 
and Joey Seay, second in the shot put. (Photo courtesy of Sturgis News). 

c;UMMER 
TRAINING 

E'XPtOS\0~ 
~~S~Sckot,S~rl~ 

tween the resignation ofW. Randall Lol­
ley in November 1987 and the arrival of 
president Lewis A. Drummond Apr. 1. 

Worrell, 58, of Jefferson City, Mo. will 
guide the seminary's programs of finan­
cial development, alumni affairs, ad­
missions and public relations. • 

Evangelism Department director for 
the Missouri Baptist Convention since 
1978, Worrell is a graduate of Texas 
Technical University and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth. He has been pastor of two 

churches in Texas and was youth and 
renewal associate in the Evangelism Di­
vision of the Texas Baptist Convention, 
1970-78. 

The filling of these two top leadership 
positions by the board of trustees and 
president Drummond leaves only one 
executive position still open after the 
seminary's administrative reorganiza­
tion. According. to Drummond, a dili­
gent search is underway for a vice pres­
ident of academic affairs/dean of the 
faculty. 

SBTS seeks support for complex 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
has launched an organized effort in the 
Louisville community to secure the final 
funds needed to construct its proposed 
$13.8 million Campus Center Complex. 

In a news conference June 22, Wayne 
Dehoney, general chariman of "Com­
mitment '90: The Louisville Challenge," 
said the seminary is seeking to raise $3. 5 
million in the Louisville area for the 
project. Dehoney, retired pastor of 
Louisville's Walnut Street Baptist 
Church, noted the seminary has ac­
cumulated more than $10 million in cash 
and pledges toward the campus center. 

Dehoney also announced the semi­
nary has already secured more than $1. 6 
million toward the Louisville goal from 
three locally-based foundations. The 
seminary has received $1.25 million 

from the Gheens Foundation, Inc., 
$250,000 from the J. Graham Brown 
Foundation and $100,000 from the V. V. 
Cooke Foundation. 

In addition, Dehoney said the Kresge 
Foundation of Troy, Mich. has awarded 
the seminary a $500,000 challenge grant 
contingent on the seminary obtaining 
the funds necessary fro the completion 
of the project. 

Site preparation for the complex will 
begin this summer and the seminary 
plans to break ground tor the complex 
this fall . The building will house a com­
prehensive physical fitness and wellness 
center, including a natatorium, gym­
nasium, racquetball courts and exercise 
rooms. It will also house the campus' 
cafeteria, medical clinic , book store and 
post office. 

PLACES AND DATES 
1988 

CONFERENCES 
Age Groups: General Officers, Adult, 
Youth, Children, and Preschool 
Leadership 

EIGHT 
CONFERENCES 

IN 

Cedarmore - August 6 

Cedarmore - August 12-13 

Jonathan Creek - August 20 

Jonathan Creek - August 27 

Laurel Lake - August 20 

First Baptist Church, Ashland -
August 27, 1988 

Pastors 

Special Ministries - Teaching 
Mentally Retarded Persons in 
Sunday School 

August 12-13 - .Cedarmore 
August 20 & 27 - Jonathan Creek 

Outreach Directors 

EIGHT LOCATIONS 
IN 1988 

'P-rudtoote-u. 
Aeudti...~. 
~ 

Cedarmore (Small Church) -
September 3 

Clear Creek - September 10 

II (l),1i1}}(D'[]{J fllJM§."§ 
(Cm11~1f;!f<iJ/E !J]r:cn)J Pl r,"JE 

SEND FOR RESERVATION FORM NOW 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, Sunday School Department, Box 43433, Middletown 40243 
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viewpoint 
I 

Love and tenderness sho\Vn at Buffalo Baptist Church 
by David Beeler, pastor 
Buffalo Baptist Church 

It seems that everywhere we turn these 
days there are numerous stories about 
problems in our churches. Being a pas­
tor, some of the most troubling stories 
I hear are those concerning churches 
that supposedly mistreat their pastor. 
In light of this I thought it might be a 
blessing to people to hear about a church 
that has treated its pastor with excep­
tional kin dness, generosity and affirma­
tion. Thus I offer the story of my church, 
Buffalo Baptist, Severns Valley Asso­
ciation. 

I came to Buffalo in January 1984 with 
my wife Kay and our son Daniel, who 
was two at the time. For the next two­
and-a-half years we enjoyed a ministry 
that was relativelY. peaceful and sue-: 
cessful. In March 1986 we had another 
son, Andrew. Then in July we experi- • 
enced a terrible, life-changing tragedy. 
One Wednesday night, while I was in 
the next room working on a sermon, my 
wife Kay committed suicide. 

From the moment I heard the explo­
sion of the shot that took Kay's life, my 
own life went into a. nose dive from 
which I may have never recovered had 
it not been for the support of my church 
family at Buffalo. 

I have no family in Kentucky and, 
until my family arrived from Tennessee, 
I was comforted and encouraged 
through those first most difficult hours 
by the folks of Buffalo. They prayed 
with me, cried with me and hurt with 
me so that I experienced God's love 

The following article is representative 
of the kind of life most pastors know 
in the church. At this particular time 
in our common life, we deemed it 
proper to share the personal word of 
one man who has known the best 
mannerism of Baptist p eople. We 
commend both Broth er Beeler and the 
m embers of Buffalo Baptist Church 
for this testimony. David Beeler 

wherever I turned. I have never felt 
God's presence more fully than during 
that time. 

My deacons were a special source of 
strength and comfort to me in those first 
few days. They sat with me during that 
first night and listened as I tried to ex­
press my anguish and loss. Then the next 
day they came by and told me they had 
unanimously agreed they wanted me to 
be their pastor as long as I possibly 
could. They also said they wanted me to 
take off 30 days and if I needed more 
than 30 days, take 30 more, or 60 more. 
In the meantime they said my check 
would be deposited in the bank each 
week and my bills would be paid. 

I cannot begin to tell you what that 
affirmation meant to me. I continue to 
draw strength from the memory of that 
experience to this day and this was just 
one of many acts of kindness and affir-

mation extended to me and my family 
in the first days of our mutual loss. 

I took off 40 days and came back in 
September to try and pick up the pieces 
of my life. During the next church year 
I was frustrated by my inability to do 
the same amount of work as I once did 
for the church. All of a sudden I was a 
single pastor and parent with a four­
year-old and .a baby who desperately 
needed my time and attention. Plus I 
was easily fatigued and much more sus­
ceptible to sickness following Kay's 
death. All of it due to depression. 

Again the folks at Buffalo came 
through and picked up the slack. Re­
markably, the church year following 
Kay's death was a banner one for our 
church. Sunday school attendance in­
creased from 175 to 189, we added 37 
members and our offerings were at the 
highest level in the church's history. 

Truly God had blessed the faithfulness 
of his people. 

Today, due to the never-ending grace 
of God and the prayers and support of 
the people of Buffalo, my faith is 
stronger than ever before. My hope for 
the future is getting brighter all the 
time. 

The deacons and leaders of our church 
continue to pick up the slack and work 
in harmony and our church fellowship 
is marked by a spirit of love and ten der­
ness . 

One leader who has stood beside me 
through thick and thin throughout my 
ministry at Buffalo has been our music 
and youth minister , Glen Rice. He is 
truly a man among men but more impor­
tantly he is God's man. I have been 
blessed to have him as a friend and fel­
low minister. 

The youth group, which Rice directs, 
has taken on the role of a huge extended 
family of brothers and sisters who baby 
sit for me free of charge, play games with 
me when I need a lift and in general look 
out for me and my family. 

My boys have more "Grandmas" and 
"Grandpas" and I have more "Moms" 
than you can shake a stick at. All of 
them are attentive to our needs. 

There may be churches where pastors 
are occasionally mistreated and Buffalo 
may have done this at some point in the 
past. But, they have treated me with the 
highest degree of honor, generosity and 
Christian compassion. I can truly say 
that they have been a source of support 
and inspiration for me. I will be forever 
grateful. I am proud to be the pastor of 
Buffalo Baptist Church. 

Layman's witness brings shackles 
to Leslie County Baptistry 
by Beth Wyatt, State Correspondent 

Junior Woods is a Christian layman in 
Rockhouse, a remote section of Leslie 
County. He is 60, a deputy jailer and, to 
put it correctly, he is a "jack of all 
trades" and a master water well pump 
repairman. 

"Junior loves the Lord all over and 
tells everybody he sees," says his pastor, 
Ray Wilson Jr. 

Woods has a difficult job- not one 
that is envied. He works with prisoners, 
including those from lesser offenses to 
capitol law breakers. He witnesses to 
each one who enters the Leslie County 
jail and has brought a number of them 
to church after their stay in jail. 

Last fall a young man was incarcer­
ated who had been a local "no good." 
He drank, messed with drugs, got into 
fights regularly and was arrested last 
fall. The charges included armed rob­
bery and attempted murder. Bill was 
held without bond until his trial. 

Junior told him about the Lord, gave 
him a Bible from the supply he keeps at 
the jail and befriended him. One day he 
told his pastor he believed Bill was 
ready to make a decision. The pastor 
tells how he witnessed to him at length 
but no decision was made. 

The pastor reports that one cold even­
ing last winter he stopped by the jail on 
his way home. "I was tired, hungry and 
just anxious to be home," he said. "But 
I had Bill on my mind and felt I should 
visit him." 

Wilson gave the plan of salvation, but 
Bill said he was not ready. He attempted 

to leave, Bill asked him to stay. This 
went on for some time before at last the 
pastor resigned himself to the fact Bill 
would be saved before he left the jail. 
So forgetting his hunger, weariness and 
thoughts of home he spent the evening 
and saw Bill accept Christ .. 

Then came the time many folks ex­
perience in similar circumstances. Bill 
did not want the authoritfes to know of 
his decision for fear they may under­
stand it as a way of trying to escape the 
charges against him. Yet, he found an 
overwhelming desire to witness and a 
real urge to follow the Lord in believer's 
baptism. 

Bill went to trial, was convicted and 
had real problems with his attorney be­
cause he refused to lie. Arrangements 
were made with the authorities arid he 
was baptized, in shackles, the week fol­
lowing Easter. 

Jail officials continued to notice a 
change in Bill. Once a real trouble­
maker, now he is loving and caring to­
ward fellow inmates. For example, be­
fore conversion he was involved in a 
major brawl after a man whom he did 
not like was lodged with him. 

After his salvation experience he 
asked to be put in the same cell with the 
man and spent his time witnessing and 
attempting to love him into the king­
dom. 

Bill is now serving };lis sentence at a 
minimum security prison. He does not 
know how long he will be there but he 
is spending the time organizing a Bible 
study and has written his pastor of the 
joys he has experienced. 

. I' I' , V 
• r 

Southern Baptists helped finance the shipment of 100,000 Bibles to the Soviet Union 
this year. Larissa Ovchinnikova (center) shows friends the Bible she received through 
the Baptist Church in Pskov, Soviet Union~ 
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Barlcley Moore 
Pre11ident 
Oneida Bapti11t Institute 
Oneida, Kl' 40972, • 

oneida 
journal 
You don't have to pay me 
We have had an excellent first semester 
of summer school. Over 200 students are 
studying here as we enter the second 
half of our summer academic program. 

We expect to have a small building 
completed by the start of school to house 
our "Special Help" Department. This 
summer we have 14 teachers working 
with 23 children all day long in this in­
tensive tutorial program. In our normal 
yearly program, we have as many as 16 
teachers in this program with about 40 
students. 

Nine of these teachers have college de­
grees and the others are well-trained 
and dedicated aides. Several of these 
aides are among the finest teachers I 
have ever known. True, these few lack 
a degree; however, it takes more than 
having a college degree to make a 
teacher. Of course, having a degree helps 
because of what has been learned in the 
process. 

Mrs. Floy DeJarnette will be 81-
years-old at her next birthday. She is 
our oldest full time teacher and can out­
work and out-think most people half her 
age. 

Mrs. DeJarnette is the longtime head 
of our Special Help program and it is 
her creation. She is its inspiring leader 
and trainer of those who are privileged 
to work with her. As Henry Adams said: 
"A teacher affects eternity; he can never 
tell where his influence stops." True of 
any teacher, how much more true it is 
of the Christian teacher who is also con­
cerned with things of the soul and spirit. 

'WiHiam W. (BiH) Mar11hall 
Executive Secretary•Trea11urer, ICBC 
Box43433 
Middletown, Kl' 402.43 

on 
• • mission 

together 

Yes, I am so happy that Mrs. DeJar­
nette and her faithful teachers are going 
to have a larger work area. Their move 
to the new facility will also free up a 
large amount of space for our regular 
high school classes. Preparatory to our 
decision to have this new facility, we 
were facing the situation of having dedi­
cated teachers ready to teach, some 
without a dollar of salary and no class­
room to teach in. 

This facility is being built totally on 
faith with not one dollar in hand or 
pledged as we started construction. Will 
you pray about this? We have the faith 
that there are those that God has so 
blessed who will be willing to share. 

I got a letter recently from a young 
man nearly 29 years of age. He had been 
a "dropout" seven years when he came 
to us at age 23. Though he had some 

tEgh school credits before he quit school, 
he tested only at second grade level in 
his reading. Mrs. DeJarnette and her 
workers, other teachers and staff, dorm 
parents worked with this young man in­
tensively for 31/2 years. It was not easy. 
He was very difficult at times. But he 
graduated in 1986 having met all state 
and Oneida requirements for gradua­
tion. He went to one of our Baptist col­
leges on full scholarship. 

Kenny writes: "I am still in college. 
Last semester I made a "C" in English, 
a "B" in beginning swimming, a "D" in 
introduction to sociology and a "B" in 
theater arts. This semester I have made 
an "A" in reading, an "A" in principles 
of economics, a "B" in music apprecia­
tion and a "C" in English. I really feel 
good about the grades and am including 
my reports. 

"I am still working at night. I make 
good money, but when school starts I 
will have to go back to part time. I have 
nothing to do on the weekend and would 
like to come to Oneida each weekend to 
work for you. You do not have to pay 
me. I just want to help out and give back 
something because Oneida gave me so 
much. I could work a lot of weekends 
this summer, but when school starts I 
can only work now and then." 

And folks wonder why we work here 
for a third of the normal salary for 16 
or more hours per day! 

Do you know of a retired art teacher? 
certified math teacher? Perhaps a biol­
ogy teacher who still has reasonably 
good health, a love for young people and 
the Lord and still wants to do something 
for somebody? Write me and, if it be 
God's will, who knows. 

But don't delay. There is much to be 
done. Another year begins Aug. 14. 

Song of the bridge 
Four bridges connect the two sides of 
my home town. Most of the time, the 
Kentucky River minds her own business 
and provides pleasure for fishermen, 
boaters and painters. She made quite an 
impression on artist Paul Sawyier, 
whose paintings now grace thqusands 
of Kentucky homes. Though he died 15 
years before I was born, many of the 
scenes he painted remained for my 
growing up. 

Three of the four bridges across the 
fiver in Frankfort were there when I was 
a boy; the fourth was the result of In­
terstate 64. 

But it's an impersonal structure. No­
body walks on it. It 's strictly for cars, 
trucks and buses- going somewhere in 
a hurry; an expensive bridge, but with 
no real "personality." 

H. C. Chile11 
Clear Creek Bible Colle6e 
Pineville, Kl' 40977 

sunday 
school 
lessons 
LESSONS FOR JULY 17, 1988 

Life and work series 

God's constant love 
Hosea 3:1 In his tragic experience with 
Gomer, Hosea saw a portrayal of God's 
betrayal by the Israelites. Hosea did not 
abandon Gomer to her degradation and 
debauchery. He hated her glaring sin 
but he loved her still in spite of her 
shame, wretchedness and disgrace. In 
the course of time Gomer was offered 
for sale in the open market like a com­
mon slave. At the auction Hosea paid 
for Gomer, forgave her, took her home, 
tenderly sought to restore her to chastity 
and tried to regain her love. From the 
black tragedy of his home life Hosea dis­
covered the secret of God's love for un­
faithful and sinful Israel. 

Hosea 11:1-4, 8-9 Out of grace God 
had chosen Israel, entered into a cove­
nant with her and made her the object of 
his love and blessing. Like Gomer, Israel 
had left her first love for profligate lov­
ers: the heathern deities. Israel had 
mixed the worship of Jehovah and Baal 
to such an extent that it was difficult to 
see which received the most of her devo­
tion. Israel's wickedness increased in 
proportion to the expression of God's 
goodnes to them. 

Verses 8 and 9 reveal the greatness of 
God's love for his disobedient people. 
He wanted to bless and use them in his 
service if they would repent and obey 

Not so with the bridges up the street 
from where I lived. It was a covered 
bridge when Sawyier painted it. It be­
came the "Singing" Bridge after fire de­
stroyed it. And it sings the same song 
now as then. The high-pitched whine of 
rubber against the steel-grated floor is 
the same tune I remember. It still has • 
"personality"; it makes me feel at home. 

On the south side of the bridge is the 
shortest street in Frankfort- Bridge 
Street- a half-block long. It hosted the 
YMCA, the hamburger "dump," 
Lecompte and Gayle Drug Store, a 
barber shop, a grocery store and Pete's 
Corner. On the other side of the bridge, 
the street becomes St. Clair. It empties 
into Broadway and the old Capital 
buildings- the part of town in which my 
fa_ther grew up. 

Along St. Clair were the candy store, 
Clark's Electric, a bank, the Courthouse, 
the shoe shine parlor, Lerman's, the 
Grand Theatre, the dime store, clothing 
stores, jewelry stores, a couple of sa­
loons, the music store, Sower Hardware, 

him. When God stated he would not exe­
cute the fierceness of his anger, we are 
to intepret the expression as indicating 
God would chastise them, but he would 
not exterminate them because of his 
great and loving purpose in, with and 
through them. This reveals his loving 
concern for his children today when 
they backslide and indulge in sin. For­
giveness and blessing await their return 
to him. 

International series 

Moses challenges 
the murmurers 
Ex. 16:2-3 While the Israelites were in 
bondage in Egypt, they complained 
about their servitude and cried for free­
dom. After they had experienced the 
demonstration of the goodness of God 
in their deliverance, they did not expect 
to encounter any further hardships. 
When they confronted the threat of 
hunger in the wilderness, they promptly 
murmured against Moses and Aaron. 
Thinking they had not improved their 
condition by exchanging Egypt for the 
wilderness, they expressed their prefer­
ence for the well-filled flesh-pots and 
slavery in Egypt to hunger and freedom 
in the desert. 

Ex. 16:4-5 The Israelites were prone 
to forget many of the blessings which 
God had bestowed upon them and many 
of them joined the_ ranks of the murmur­
ers. Their conduct was highly displeas­
ing to God. However, he responded with 
a genuine concern for them and pro­
vided for their daily needs. He provided 
food for them. He gave them quail for 
meat and in the evening and instructed 
them to gather "bread from heaven" or 
manna each morning, except Fridays 
when they were to gather a double por­
tion to avoid having to gather any on 
the Sabbath. 

Ex. 16:6-8 God demonstrated that he 
was patient and longsuffering in his re­
sponse. He provided for their needs even 
though they did not deserve his gra­
ciousness. He did not take lightly their 
murmuring. He attempted to silence 
their murmuring through his generous 
supply of food to them. 

Ex. 16:9-12 God challenged the Is­
raelites to change their ways, to depend 
on him for their daily needs, and to ex­
pect him to be present with them and 
enable them to behold his glory when it 
appeared in the cloud. The display of 
God's glory should be sufficient to con­
vince them of his trustworthiness. 

Sears, a laundry and my home church, 
First Baptist. Except for the Court 
House and First Baptist, nothing is the 
same .. . except in my memories. 

Life is kind in that respect. For when 
my generation has passed, so will our 
memories. The events which shaped 
them are already gone. No one will re­
main who remembers what we remem­
bered; secrets we take with us. 

Somewhere along the river, near the 
"Singing" Bridge, before there was a 
dam, was Frank's ford . . . a shallow 
crossing. That was before my time. The 
river was deep when I was born. 

The "Singing" Bridge gave unity to 
the people of Frankfort, as well as easy 
access. And it provided me a way to get 
to grandmom's and granddad's, to town, 
to the candy store. In a real sense, the 
"Singing" Bridge helped me experi­
ence the wholeness of my home town. 

"Thank you, Lord, for the old, 
"Singing" Bridge. Help me be one, too, 
in a time when there is so much troubled 
water." 
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Giant printing 
project set for 
Southern Baptists 
In what may be the largest religious 
printing order ever, the Holman Divi­
sion of the Baptist Sunday School Board 
recently contracted the printing of up 
to 15 million New Testaments . 

The New Testaments will be part of 
"Here's Hope-Jesus Cares for You," the 
denomination's 1989-90 nationwide 
witnessing effort that will include mass 
scripture distribution and simultaneous 
revivals . 

Lloyd Elder, president of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board, said the giant 
publishing effort is based on a concern 
for witnessing and sharing the gospel as 
widely as possible. 

The printing of the New Testaments 
will be done by the United Methodist 
Publishing House, which also is located 
in Nashville. 

Johnnie Godwin, director of the 
board's Holman Division, said this pub­
lishing effort is the board's largest, with 
the second largest being the 10 million 
New Testaments and gospel portions 
that were printed for "Good News 
America" in 1986. 

Officials at the United Methodist 
Publishing House estimated the mater­
ials required for such a printing project 
would include about 12,000 miles of 
paper for the text alone. That is the equi­
valent of a piece of paper 31 inches wide, 
stretching two round trips between 
Miami, Fla. and San Francisco, Cal. 

It will require 96 rail boxcars to carry 
the 7,350,000 pounds of text paper in 
addition to six truckloads of paper for 
the cover. 

To print the New Testaments, one 
printing press would have to run for 
6000 hours. That is 250 days, or almost 
36 weeks at 24 hours per day. However, 
the printing will be broken down into 
more managea"12le work times over a 
two-year period. 

The first copies of the "Here's Hope" 
testaments will be available in fall 1988 
for use in Las Vegas, Nev. for witness 
training sessions as preparation for the 
annual Southern Baptist Convention 
there in 1989. 

The New Testaments will be printed 
in English in the King James and New 
International Versions and in Spanish 
in the Rena Valera Revisa, 1960 text. 

In cooperation with the American 
Bible Society, New Testaments also will 
be made available in quantities of 
50,000 each in Korean, French/Haitian, 
Chinese and Polish. 

The Gospel of John will be available 
in Arabic, Cambodian, Japanese, Viet­
namese, Laotian, Tagalog, Romanian 
and German. A total of 160,000 gospel 
tracts will be printed in these languages. 

All "Here's Hope" materials, includ­
ing the New Testaments, will be avail­
able by calling one toll free number be­
ginning in Spring 1989. That number 
will be published in Facts and Trends 
magazine as soon as it is available. The 
price of the New Testaments has not 
been determined, but it will be on a cost­
recovery basis, which will cover produc­
tion, postage and handling. 
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Lloyd Elder (I) president of the Baptist Sunday School Board, talks with Robert Feastor, president of the United Methodist 
Publishing House about a recent agreement in which the board placed a printing order for 15 million New Testaments. 

With computerized ordering 

Placing orders is EASY in Baptist Book Stores 
·- - by Charles Willis 

Mailing a paper church literature order 
form to the Baptist Sunday School 
Board in Nash ville may soon seem as 
outdated as the pony express. 

Now Baptist Book Stores across the 
United States can place church litera­
ture orders using a telephone line and a 
computer modem for churches that do 
not have IBM or IBM compatible com­
puter systems. 

The Electronic Access System (EASY 
Order System) has been available for 
more than a year to churches with 
equipment to use two pieces of IBM 
software, a materials ordering software 
diskette and a data form diskette. The 
diskettes are free of charge to interested 
churches from the board's Church Infor­
mation System (CIS) section. 

Placing a church literature order at a 
local Baptist Book Store requires only 
walking into the store with a completed 
literature order form in hand. Book 
store personnel take care of the rest, 
keying in the order at a computer termi­
nal and providing the customer a 
printed copy of the order as it was keyed. 
No transferring or rekeying of order in­
formation is done at any other point in 
the order-filling process. 

In Atlanta a pilot test of book store 
use of the EASY Order System has 
proved to be a success with persons who 
previously sent church literature orders 
to Nashville the old-fashioned way. 

Karen Aaron, literature chairman at 
Heritage Hills Baptist Church, Conyers, 
Ga., said she shops often at the Baptist 
Book Store, so the convenience of plac­
ing her order during a shopping trip was 
appealing. 

Previously she said receiving pack-
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ages to assemble the church's· complete 
order "sometimes took a month. Now 
all the packages arrive within two to 
three days of each other." 

Ordering materials for a growing 
church that has just moved and is also 
building a new facility has meant for 
Mrs. Aaron estimating quantities and 
"sometimes waiting up to the deadline 
to order. But because of EASY, I feel 
safer in placing a late order, and we have 
decreased the amount of wasted litera­
ture." 

Just as few persons would 
choose to use the pony 
express in a time when 
overnight delivery is 
available, church liter­
ature customers may 
decide to choose com­
puteriz_ed ordering over 
air mail. 

Tom Williams, minister of education 
and associate pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Austelle, Ga., is so enthusiastic 
about the EASY Order System that he 
drives 90 minutes one way to place his 
church's order. 

"I know when I leave the book store 
that my order is already in process ," he 
said. "It bypasses a lot of manual steps, 
both with the post office and at the 
board." 

For Deborah Riddle, a secretary in the 
children's ministry office at Johnson 

.J ... ;.!.}J..f ... "'~-- • .,I· • s;· ~- .. . -,-

Ferry Baptist Church, Marietta, Ga., or­
dering church literature through the 
Baptist Book Store has provided an al­
ternative to the board's toll-free corpo­
rate order telephone number. 

She said she doesn't get a busy signal 
as often in calling the book store tele­
phone number. "For a church secretary, 
that is a real plus," she observed. 

Greg Norton, manager of the Atlanta 
Baptist Book Store said approximately 
500 churches placed church literature 
orders through the store during the 
year-long test program for the EASY 
Order System. 

For many persons who are long time 
Baptist Book Store customers, the reas­
surance of "having someone they know, 
whom they can trust; to help them place 
the order seems to provide more confi­
dence than does dealing with a tele­
phone voice," he observed. "And there_ 
is no additional cost to customers. A five 
percent discount is offered when pay­
ment is sent to the store, just like pay­
ment made with a printed order form 
mailed to the board." 

Just as few persons would chose to 
use the pony express in a time when 
overnight delivery is available, church 
literature customers may decide to 
choose computerized ordering over air 
mail. 

"At Baptist ·Book Stores, " Norton 
said , "We give the customer an option." 

Church literature and other items 
from Baptist Sunday School Board 
catalogs may be ordered by using the 
toll free number, 1-800-458-BSSB. 
Standing orders for dated church liter­
ature materials may be placed through 
the toll free number or through the 
EASY Order System used in churches 
or at one of the 63 Baptist Book Stores. 

"'-=-·· 



~ 

12 WESTERN RECORDER, JULY 12, 1988 

Oft-Honored Todd Allen Reflects Upon Four 
Happy and Productive Georgeto~n College Years 

We have printed beiow the Jup text of 
• Todd Allen's message to the Georgetown 
College commencement crowd numbering 
more than 3,006. His message touched all 
of • the principals ·· attending the occasion. 
Allen, c!(ed by the College for:his leadersh1p 
skills as an undergraduate, drew the whole 
gtowd around him whenheoff~red a tender 
Qnd warm recollectionof the«reql" Gebrge• 

•• town to thf 2.5 ! d~iJree candidates. 

an behalf of the Georgetown College class 
of 1 988 I would like to take this oppor• 

tunity to welcome you to this joyous, yet, in a 
sense, apprehensive occasion. We are happy 
that you have so willingly shared of your time 
to celebrate with us in these last few moments 
of our "Georgetown College Experience." This 
day brings with it a sense of accomplishment, 
perhaps combined with a touch of sadness. 
What better way for us to commemorate this 
event than with those who have challenged, 
enlighted, disciplined, and supported us 
during our college years. 

Today I face one of the most difficult tasks 
that has ever been asked of me. I am ex­
tremely honored to have been selected by my 
graduating class to speak at this given time. 
This means more to me than you will ever 
know and for this once-in-a-lifetime oppor­
tunity, I thank you. 

I have never at one time read so many 
q uotable quotes, philosophical poetry, or 
success stories in all my life. I soon realized 
that no book could ever express what I truly 
wanted to say. So, what I am about to say · 
comes straight from my heart. With these last 
fleeting moments w ith you, I would like to 
share our Georgetown encounter, including 
memories of yesterday, what graduation day 
means, and what the future may have in store 
for us all. 

As I think back over the past four years, for 
some of us a little longer, I recall a multitude of 
wonderful memories. As freshmen we entered 
the inaugural year of Dr. w. Morgan Patters.on. 
i-Ie was inducted as the twenty-second presi­
dent of Georgetown College. It was a year 
filled with many festivities. We were told by Dr. 
Patterson that we would serve as freshmen 
together. Well, today we embark on new 
horizons while bidding him farewell. Dr. 
Patterson, we express our gratitude to you for 
your love and devotion to Christian education. 

With . our transition to college, we im­
mediately were faced with things such as 
meals that just weren't quite as good as Mom's, 
dramatic dorm life, and countless.co-currs. we 
made our new friends and each one c1dded 
something exclusive to our lives. All those 
dances, little social gatherings around cam­
pus, and various organizations helped us find 
our niche among what we consider our circle 
of friends. We've experienced the thrill of 
victory with our athletic teams, especially 
reaching the final four NAIA National Basket­
ball Championship. 

we have also experienced the agony of 
defeat through the occasional disappoint­
ments of college reality. rn addition, we have 
seen Georgetonians work together to renovate 
historic Highbaugh Hall so future students can 

share in its beauty and heri­
tage. 

Together we have shared 
in the strongest of Georgetown 
College traditions such as remi­
niscing with old friends at Home­
coming, entertaining our 
selves with the talents of fellow 
colleagues through the Mask­
rafter productions, wallowing 
in the Student Foundation 
mud wars, enjoying the splen­
dor of the Belle of the Blue 
Scholarship Pageant, compet­
ing in the envigorating Greek 
games, and yearning for a 
much needed spring break ad­
venture. 

Our education has devel­
oped from several sources. we 
have learned how to live with 
others through dorm lif~. More than 3 ooo enjoy Georgetown College's graduation 
Some have expanded their , ' 
knowledge through labs and on Giddings lawn 
in field work. we have all experienced the 
common classroom-nurtured from the great 
world around us. we will soon realize, accord-
ing to Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, "that our 
education begins when what is called our 
education ends." For many of us our college 
days have ended but for all of us our education 
has just begun. 

We shol!ld not and can not let this day slip 
by without in some way expressing our 
gratitude and appreciation to those who have 
helped us to reach this special occasion. We 
especially need to thank our professors for the 
sharing of their knowledge that we may carry 
on as competent professionals in the world 
that awaits us. Many of them have been far 
more than teachers to us -they have been our 
friends. For this reason I must pause to thank 
some of those who generously and lovingly 
gave of themselves. 

Johnnie Varner, professor, resident direc­
tor, and comedian, first comes to mind. His 
challenging courses, wonderful wit, and love 
for others is evident. Dr. Suzanne Peal, through 
her positive attitude and constant cheerful­
ness led Phi Beta Lambda to its best year ever. 
Dr. Merle Clemons has a concern and love for 
students that is most admirable. Dr. Jim Heizer 
has always urged us to seek only the best of 
what life has to offer. Mrs. Margaret Greynolds, 
thank you for the sharing, caring, the teach­
ing, and above all just being you. 

We should also recognize those on cam­
pus who have taken the time to compliment 
us through personal notes. Mrs. Ora Lunceford, 
your love for Georgetown is greatly appre­
ciated. Dean Donley, your glowing personality 
spreads happiness throughout this entire 
campus. Vice President Bert Hawkins and Joe 
Lewis, we are grateful for your appreciation for 
things accomplished at this school. The list 
goes.on and on. All of you make the George­
town College that this graduating class will 
forever foster. 

Another group of people we need to think 
of are our parents and family members. 
Through their support, love and encourage­
mentwe have endured and successfully made 
it. They are realizing their dreams for us at this 
very moment. All those phone bills, laundry 
baskets filled with dirty clothes, tuition 
charges, common college complaints, asking 
for money, and trips back and forth.to college . 
are no more - with the exception of asking for 
money of course. It is with a great amount of 
love and reverence that we thank them for all 
they have done to get us to this point in time. 

Furthermore, we used to thank our friends. 
I believe Digarmo and Key, two contemporary 
Christian artists have summed it up best with 
the words of this song .. . 

Seasons come, days go by 
people come and people go. 
Though our paths lead us apart, 
they will meet one day I know. 
But I owe you so much 
dear friend for all those 
treasured times. 
For you've made me a richer man, 
having had you in my life. 

As for the future, it can only be determined 
by you. I wish an enriched life for each and 
every one of you seated before me today. A 
life filled with joy and happiness. A life free of 
fear, fear, free of worry. A life that is continually 
in the process of achieving worthy goals and 
is well-adjusted in life's major areas of develop­
ment. I am assured that God has given us the 
necessary equipment to accomplish this kind 
of living. 

Edgar Guest, who was called "the poet of 
the plain people," wrote the kind of verses that 
encourage us to believe in our potential. Listen 
closely to the words of this poem entitled 
"Equipment." 

Figure it out for yourself, my friend, 
You·ue all that the greats of men haue had, 
Two arms, two hands. two legs, two eyes, 
And a brain to use if you would be wise. 
With this equipment they all began, 
So start for the top and say, "I can. .. 

You are the handicap you must face. 
You are the one who must choose your place, 
You must say where you want to go, 
How much you will study the truth to know 
God has equiped you for life, but He 
Lets you decide what you want to be. 

Courage must come from the soul within, 
The man must furnish the will to win. 
So figure it out for yourself, my friend, 
you were born with all the great haue had. 
With your equipment they all began, 
Get hold of yourself. and say. "I can." 

The challenge is to recognize and grasp 
your God-given equipment. Once utilized in 
strengthening your spiritual life, establishing 
goals, maintaining a positive attitude, nu tu ring 
a healthy self-image, and conveying the know­
ledge learned at Georgetown College, our 
lives will move forward in an exciting and 
exhilerating ·experience! 

God bless you all! 


