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SBC panel urges zero growth goal
and nearly removes BJCPA funds

by Marv Knox and Dan Martin

Faced with mounting convention-
‘budgeted but unfunded capital needs
and stagnant resources, the Southern
Baptist Executive Committee has
adopted a zero-growth goal for the de-
nomination’s 1989-90 operating budget.

The Executive Committee has ap-
proved a $137,610,000 Cooperative Pro-
gram basic operating budget goal for the
1989-90 fiscal year. That amount is the
same as the basic operating budget for
the 1988-89 fiscal year, to begin Oct. 1.

The Executive Committee approved
the 1989-90 national goal during its fall
meeting Sept. 19-20, “subject to review
and/or modification” at its winter meet-
ing Feb. 20-22. As approved in Feb-
ruary, the budget will be presented to
messengers to the SBC annual meeting
next summer.

SBC agencies, meanwhile, have re-
quested a total of $148.9 million in
Cooperative Program operating funds
for the 1989-90 fiscal year.

Executive Committee leaders cited |

four primary reasons for the zero-
growth budget goal—a weak economy,
a mountain of capital needs, an unex-
pectedly successful annuity program
and denominational strife.

Whatever the factors, the Executive
Committee’s alternatives are limited,
William F. Harrell, of Abilene Baptist
Church, Martinez, Ga., said: “We're
falling more and more behind. Common

sense would tell you there’s nothing to-

be gained by adding more money to a
budget we’re not meeting. We don’t need
to keep piling deficit on top of deficit.

“We thought it would be best to bite
the bullet with a zero-based budget and
count on increased income to meet our
capital needs obligations.”

In other action, the simmering feud
- over the Baptist Joint Committee on

Public Affairs erupted anew during the

fall meeting of the Executive Commit-
tee.

The committee took five actions re-
garding the Southern Baptist Public Af-
fairs Committee and the Washington-
based BJCPA, including one which, if
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adopted, would have stripped the
BJCPA of authority overits $400,000 al-
location from the SBC.

The action to immediately strip direct
SBC funding from the BJCPA and give
the money to the PAC for “distribution
under its discretion and authority” was
adopted on a 10-2 vote in the business
and financial plan workgroup.

When the workgroup action came be-
fore the business and finance subcom-
mittee, it again drew debate. Conven-
tion attorney James P. Guenther gave a
legal opinion which said the Executive
Committee does not have authority to
override the SBC, which during its 1988
annual meeting approved the budget
that includes a line item directly fund-

ing the BJCPA.
A compromise was worked out after

subcommittee chairman David Hankins °

of Lake Charles, La. said he would rule
the motion out of order and urged mem-
bers to work out an alternate plan.

The compromise creates a five-
member committee—to be appointed by
Hankins, pastor of Trinity Baptist
Church—which will report back to the
subcommittee at its spring meeting Feb.
20-22, 1989. The study committee was
directed to develop “an alternate plan
to accomplish the program and distribu-
tion of funds traditionally assigned to
the BJCPA and to consider such other
matters concerning the PAC and the
BJCPA as it deems necessary.”

Year cP TO

87-88 16,353,012 737,375
86-87 15,760,914 735,897
Change $ 592,098 1,478
Change % 3.76% 0.20%

LM-Lottie Moon
EB-Eliza Broadus

Year End Report
Cooperative Program and Mission Offering

HC LM AA EB
19,622 2,317,560 1,058,363 559,428
25,091 2,160,486 1,038,986 538,977
(5,469) 157,074 19,377 20,451

-21.80% 7.27% 1.86% 3.79%

TO-Thanksgiving Offering, Homes for Children

HC-Hospital Charity
AA-Annie Armstrong

Walker

Bennett

An estimated 900 college students are
expected to gather at Gardenside Bap-
tist Church, Lexington, Oct. 7-9 for the
annual Kentucky Baptist student con-
vention.

This year’s program, which sports the
banner “My Faith in Action,” features
a triology of inspirational messages by
evangelist Dave Bennett emphasizing
making life commitments.

Bennett, a native of Albuquerque,
N. M., was a campus minister and Bap-
tist Student Union director at South-
west Missouri State University and
Arizona State University, 1970-77, and
anational evangelism consultant for the
Home Mission Board, 1977-81. Since
then he has held a church staff position

‘in Texas and a pastorate in Colorado.

Other prinicipal speakers are T.
Vaughn Walker, pastor of First Geth-
semane Baptist Church, Louisville, and
assistant professor, Carver School of
Church Social Work, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary; and Charles H.
Johnson, director of the Student Minis-
try Department, Baptist Sunday School
Board.

Musical highlights for the weekend
include concerts by Mack and Shayla
Blake. The Ruston, La. couple have

Johns_on

Collegians to convene in Lexington
by Todd Deaton, Staff Writer

made three records and performed at
Ridgecrest (N. C.) Baptist Assembly.
They were recently recognized as “Out-
standing Christian Artists” by the ACTS
network.

Students will have the opportunity to
select two seminars from nearly 20 in-
terest areas offered during Saturday
morning’s session. Topics include:
“Transitions: life after BSU,” “Children
and Alcoholics,” “Confronting Moral-
ity: dealing with one’s sexuality,” “The
Dating Game,” “Ordering Your Private
World,” “Discerning Your Gifts” and
“Is it OK to Doubt?”

Registration for the meeting opens at
6 p.m., Oct. 7, with the first session
slated for 7:30 p.m. Recreation at the
Christian Life Center of Lexington’s Im-
manuel Baptist Church will follow.

Saturday’s sessions start at 9 a.m. and
7 p.m. The afternoon is free.

Sunday morning’s session begins at 9
a.m and concludes at 10:20 a.m to en-
courage students to worship with host
pastor James Heard and the congrega-
tion of Gardenside Baptist Church.

Hunter Bates, a senior at Eastern
Kentucky University, is state BSU pres-
ident and will preside over the
Lexington meeting. Don Blaylock is di-
rector of the state Student Department
in Middletown.

Lottery a bad bet
KBC president tells
deacons, pastors

by James H. Cox, Associate Editor

Kentucky Baptist Convention president
J. Howard Cobble warned a group of
deacons, pastors and their spouses the
proposed state lottery is “contrary to the
way this world was put together.”

Calling it “bad biblically and mor-
ally” Cobble commented: “When the
state’s largest newspaper tells you the
lotteryisabad betyou’d better listen.”

Addressing a weekend retreat Sept.
16-17 at Cedarmore Baptist Assembly,
the pastor of Severns Valley Baptist
Church, Elizabethtown, urged his audi-
ence to “work actively” against the lot-
tery.

“If we as Baptists and Christian
people will be there to vote, we can stop
it,” he claimed. He encouraged his lis-
teners to return to their churches and
ask them to give money immediately to
Citizens Against the State Lottery
(CASL), a statewide group incorporat-
ing many faiths and other groups oppos-
ing the lottery issue.

In prepared remarks-to the conference
of more than 150 deacons, pastors and
their spouses, Cobble posed the ques-
tion, “Is there anything in the church
that is worth my time?” He surmised
that the church is worth one’s time,
money and commitment because “God
makes a difference in life.” b

Cobble said: “Invest your life in the
church. The work you do there is going
to endure.”

In a small group conference on
“Deacons Caring for Their Pastor,” Guy
Futral, consultant in the KBC Minister-
Church Relations Department, suggest-
ed that “all pastors are human and sub-
ject to the same struggles as anyone
else.”

Preachers are not “magic partners
with God,” Futral exclaimed. “They
face the same emptiness and needs that
you do.” He encouraged participants to
understand the pastor “can’t be
everywhere all the time, can’t pastor the
whole community, simply can’t do it
al .71

“Become active in sharing his minis-
try,” Futral concluded. “Get involved in
the work your pastor was called to do
by offering the gifts you have where you
are.”

In another small group session on
“Covenant Marriage,” Dan and Niva
Francis, of Winchester, called that a
“tune-up for marriage.”

“Covenant Marriage” is not marriage
counseling, according to Francis, pastor
of Winchester’s Central Baptist Church.
“It’s not for those whose marriages are
in trouble,” both Francises agreed.

Their conference was an introduction
to how a church can implement its study
over a 13-week period.

Niva Francis declared that “your
partnership is the only love of God some
people will ever see.”

The Cedarmore retreat was preceded
by nine hours of specialized instruction
by Baptist Sunday School Board staff-
ers for 15 persons. Each received certi-
fied deacon training and will be avail-
able to orient local deacons.

1989 deacon-pastor-spouse retreats:
Feb. 17-18, Cedarmore; Feb. 24-25,
Kentucky Dam Village State Resort
Park; Sept. 15-16, Cedarmore; Sept. 29-
30, Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly.
All are under auspices of the KBC Fam-
ily Ministry and Church Administration
Department, John Lepper, director.



2 WESTERN RECORDER, SEPTEMBER 27, 1988

.

Jack D. Sénford

sanford’s perspectives

World Hunger Day

October 9 has been designated “World Hunger
Day” in Southern Baptist churches. It is a special
time when all of us are honored to share some of
God’s bounty with people across the world who
are dying of starvation.

This will mark 10 years we have noted a special
day for hunger emphasis in our churches. During
that time we have made an impressive record, but
we can take no respite since hunger stalks the
world as a constant specter of death.

Among the things we have done the most out-
standing is to make our people aware of others

- who are in need. Prior to the emphasis on world

hunger many Southern Baptists had no idea mil-
lions of children starved to death every year. Now

-we know and in our new knowledge we have at-
tempted to do something redemptive about this

tragic situation.

We have used both our Foreign Mission Board
and Home Mission Board as springboards for help
to hungry people at home and abroad. We have
the assurance that 100 percent of every dollar we
raise for hunger relief goes through these boards

directly for that purpose. This is worthy of thought

since so many “relief” operations siphon off dol-
lars before they have a chance to provide relief
for hurting people. What this means is that our
hunger efforts are characterized by integrity and
honesty which must always be so.

A factor which may surprise some Baptists is
that hunger is not only the problem of drought-
stricken Africa. It is a continuing, menacing prob-
lem in our own land. For example when the
Foreign Mission Board demonstrated what $10 .
would do to help relieve hunger, the example was
East Baptist Center, Louis-
ville, Ky. In our own state
$10 will buy enough formula
for an infant for eight days.
And there are infants in
Kentucky who do not have
enough to eat.

Funds given for hunger
relief are necessary, but
money for prevention of
hunger is also essential. We
must continue developing
ministry in such areas as
nutrition, personal hygiene,
irrigation, farm manage-
ment and food storage.
These are not very glamor-
ous but they are essential if
the plague of hunger is ever
reversed. That reversal will
come only as people learn
how to produce, store and
use food properly.

The money we have given '
for world hunger relief is
staggering. Since the first
observance of World
Hunger Day in 1978, South-
ern Baptists have given a
total of $63.7 million
through our mission boards.

Once again we have the
opportunity to put our faith
into action in practical
ways. When World Hunger
Day is observed in your
church think of how much
food you waste, how much
junk food you buy and how
picky we are about our food.
Note the caption on the photo below and read the
text. A misshapen potato is rejected by most of us
but welcomed by those who are truly hungry.

Perhaps we should also think of our Christian
stewardship to show compassion on people who
hurt. It is not enough to feel guilty when we in-
dulge. We must go beyond that and practice the
love of neighbor commanded in the New Testa-
ment. One way to do that is to give generously to

- help feed the world’s hungry people. They too are

brother and sister to all of us.

J
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The Lexington Ice Center in Lexington, Ky. has a thirty-six hole biblical theme

miniature golf course. Tom Christopher, owner of the Ice Center from First Baptist

_ Church, Danville, designed the course.

revivals

A deaf-led revival, mini concert and
workshops are scheduled at Immanuel
Baptist Church, Lexington, Friday, Oct.
7, at 7 p.m. through noon Sunday, Oct.
9. The minister is Ray Bearden from
Alexandria, Va. The Silent Touch Cheir
from Houston, Tex. will be featured in
mini concert. A speaking interpreter
will be provided for the hearing. The
public is invited.

missions

Karen Wilson, journeyman to Paraguay,
has arrived on the field to begin her two
year term of service as an elementary
teacher (Casilla 1415, Asuncion, Para-
guay). She is a native of Madisonville.
Before she was employed by the Foreign
Mission Board in July, she graduated
from Georgetown College.

ordinations

Sulphur Springs Baptist Church or-
dained Bruce Campbell as deacon.
Richard McKenny is pastor.

First Baptist Church, Ashland, was to
ordain Jay Young ITI, Sept. 18 as deacon.
Pastor is Bill Messer.

Thornhill Baptist Church, Frankfort,
ordained as ministers Robert Louis Lip-
pert Sr. and Gardner Mark Daniel Aug.
7. Lippert is the church’s minister of
education and a student at Boyce Bible
School. Daniel is minister of youth and
a student at Southern Seminary. Wil-
liam Hartung is pastor.

personnel

Garnett Moss accepted a call as pastor

~of Elkton Baptist Church. He has been
interim pastor since April. He is a native
of Hopkinsville and a retired Army
chaplain.

First Baptist Church, Prestonsburg,
called Thomas Foy as minister of music
and youth. Stephen Hopkins is pastor.

Mike Godby accepted the call as minis-
ter of youth at Calvary Hill Baptist
Church, Stanford. Morris Trayner is
pastor.

Tony Steele, former pastor of Beech-
ridge Baptist Church and associational
Church Training director for Shelby
County Association, is pastor of Mun-
fordville Baptist Church.

Christopher Jay Johnson accepted the

pastorate of First Baptist Church, Rus- -

sell. He was associate pastor of
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Louisville.

M. A. Pemberton, resigned as pastor of
Alsie Baptist Church, Williamsburg.

Seymour Wattenbarger resigned as pas-
tor of Calvery Baptist Church, London.

Frank Kirby accepted the pastorate of
New Palestine Baptist Church, Crofton.

Bethel Baptist Church, Calhoun, called
James Dugas as pastor.

Oak Grove Baptist Church, Paducah,
accepted the resignatio of pastor Kyle
Rudd who has accepted a church in
Humboldt, Tenn.

Mark Kitts resigned as pastor at Mays
Lick Baptist Church, Mays Lick, to ac-
cept a church in Knoxville, Tenn.

Elbert Lee James has been called as pas-
tor of Edgemont Baptist Church, Blue-
field, West Va. James was pastor of First
Baptist Church, Clay, for nine years.
During that time, the church completed
a Sunday school addition and remodel-
ing program of the church facilities and
the $3,000,000 cost is now debt free.
First Baptist, Clay, also increased
cooperative giving to 18% and partici-
pated in the Kentucky-Kenya partner-
ship.

James has been actively involved in
Kentucky Baptist life for more than 22
years. Friends may contact him at his
new address (2507 Jefferson Drive,
Bluefield, West VA 24701).

Libby Lancaster Eaton, a native of
South Carolina, has been named man-
ager trainee with the 63-store Baptist
Book Store chain. Currently she is
working in the Louisville store, where
she has been a book sales clerk since
1984.

Born in Spartanburg, Mrs. Eaton was
reared in Greenville and Greer. She is
the daughter of Mr.and Mrs. Hugh Lan-
caster of Greer. She earned the BA de-
gree in business administration and the
MACE degree in Christian education at
Southern Seminary. She is married to
Douglas C. Eaton of Louisville.

First Baptist Charlestown, Ind., called
James Emery White as pastor. He has
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mountains to the mississippi

been interim pastor since March. White
is a recent graduate of Southern Semi-
nary where he received the MDiv degree.
Currently enroled in the doctoral pro-
gram, he has worked on the administra-
tive staff the past two years as assistant
director of prospective student services.
A native of North Carolina and son of
Dr. and Mrs. R. H. White of Raleigh, he
ismarried to the former Susan Elizabeth
Tuttle. The Whites have one daughter,
Rebecca, with a second child expected
in December. ¥

Edwin Poindexter, manager of the
Louisville Baptist Book Store since
1986, has been named manager of the
Birmingham, Ala., Baptist Book Store,
effective Oct. 1. He will succeed Jean
Hall who retires Sept. 30.

A native of Winston-Salem, N. C., he
joined the book store chain staff in 1981
as a manager trainee in the Raleigh,
N. C,, store. He became manager of the
Lutherville, Md. store, where he worked
until assuming the Louisville post.

Poindexter earned the BA degree at
Campbell University, Buies Creek,
N. C,, and the MDiv degree from South-
eastern Seminary, Wake Forest, N. C.
He and his wife Betsy have three sons.

White

Poindexter

James

congregations

Lyndon Baptist Church, Louisville, pre-
sented the premiere of “The Work of the
Ministry,” written by Phillip Landgrave
Sunday, Sept. 18. The musical was writ-
ten to celebrate the ministry of Hugh
Goldsby who pastored Lyndon Baptist
36 years. Goldsby will retire in De-
cember.

Bracken Baptist Mission, Minerva, has
been leading the Bracken Baptist Asso-
ciation in baptisms—and it’s only two
years old.

Mt. Olivet Baptist Church is the spon-
soring church. Two other Kentucky
churches have been involved in support-
ing the Bracken Mission. Immanuel
Baptist Church, Frankfort, and Rich-
mond Baptist Church, Bowling Green,
have assisted in revivals, day camps,
worship and in financial support.

Part of the Mission Kentucky effort,
the mission church meets in a double
wide trailer on a small plot of land. Pas-
tor of Bracken Baptist Mission is Paul
Gray.

Arthur Ridge Baptist Church, East

Bernstadt, was scheduled to hold home-
coming Aug. 28 and a singing Aug. 20.

James H. Cox
Associate Editor

fourth
estate

The ;ging process, II

Anyone old enough to remember Art
Linkletter’s House Party will recall he
asked lots of leading questions. One day
he inquired of a youngster, “Who is the
most beautiful woman in the world?”
On live TV, the bright-eyed child shot
back, “My mom used to be, but now she’s
36 and that’s all finished!”

As we pointed out two weeks ago,
many of us are preoccupied with revers-
ing time, or at least, appearing to be
younger than we are. The late Agnes
Durant Pylant, who lived to a ripe old
age and was Southern Baptists’ first
professional promoter of church rec-
reation, may have done so well at the
aging process because of her attitude.
At 60 she wrote a delightful little volume
called Gee Whiz, I'm OId! At 70, she
authored a second, Three Score and Ten.
Her healthy outlook about aging is per-
sonified in this lilting rhyme she shared
at Ridgecrest 30 years ago. Perhaps it
will make you smile as it did me:

How do I know my youth has been spent?

Because my get-up-and-go has went.

But in spite of it all I'm able to grin

When I think where my get-up-and-go
has been!

Old Age is golden I've heard it said

But sometimes I wonder as I go to bed

My ears in a drawer, my teeth in a cup

My eyes on the table until I wake up.

Eresleep dims my eyes, I say to myself

Is there anything else I should lay on
the shelf? .

ButI’'m happy to say as I close my door

My friends are the same as in days of
yore!

When I was young my slippers were red

I could kick my heelsright over my head;

When I grew older my slippers were blue

But I could keep going the whole night
through. :

Now that I'm old my slippers are black :

I walk to the corner and puff myself
back &t

The reason I know my youth has been
spent?

My get-up-and-go has got-up-and-
went!

But I really don’t mind when I think
with a grin

Of the places my get-up-and-go has
been!

Since I have retired from life’s compe-
tition

And resigned myself to my present
condition.

I get up seach morning, dust off my wits

Pick up the paper and read the obits;

If my name is missing, I know I'm not
dead !

So I eat a good breakfast and go back
to bed!
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baptist news in brief

Foreign missions may starve to death

Almost 76 years ago, Southern Baptist
foreign missionary Lottie Moon literally
starved to death.

Today, the same thing that happened
to Lottie Moon could happen to foreign
missions if Southern Baptists do not do
something about it, said Carolyn Weath-
erford, executive director of Southern
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union.

Weatherford has just returned from a
two-week visit to China, including the
Shantung Province where Moon lived
and worked and ended up giving her life,
meal by meal.

“Things aren’t much different today
from when Lottie Moon was in China,”
she declared. “Those who go and give
their lives end up paying, while we who
are here in our comfort are not willing
to sacrifice to let them survive.

Moon gave up her means of survival—
her own food and money—because no
extra funds were available to help feed
the people. And because the FMB was
facing tight money in the early 1900s
she did not want to ask for additional
funds. The same is true today as South-
ern Baptists missionaries will not ask
for more funds when finances are tight.

The difficulty of Moon’s daily exis-
tence became even more real for
Weatherford as she traveled by air-con-
ditioned motor coach between Pingdu
and Qingdao. Pingdu is the village
where Moon last lived and Qingdao is
the port from which she set sail for
home. She never made it. She died of

starvation on board ship in the harbor
of Kobe, Japan.

Just as in Moon’s day not enough
money is available. The FMB’s budget
has been slashed 12 percent across the
board in recent days. -

Southern Baptists have not met the
foreign missions offering goal for six

years. This year’s goal of $84 million is

$14 million more than last year.

Weatherford said she felt there was
reason for hope because Southern Bap-
tists can do whatever they want to do.
The motivation for extra giving will
come when Southern Baptists get
beyond the convention’s theological/
political controversy and get on with the
cause of missions, she stated.

“Our investment of lives and money
were not wasted in China. Even when
the church as we know it was not visible,
it was still there,” she said.

During her visit one pastor rejoiced
with her that on the previous day, a Sun-
day, 60 new believers had been baptized.
Similar success stories are being told by
other Chinese nationals who have car-
ried on the work started by Moon.

But if Southern Baptists do not “come
to the rescue of foreign missions now
and give the money necessary to support
the missionaries, foreign missions could
face the same fate that Moon faced,”
Weatherford avowed. Already foreign
missions is starving. “Lottie Moon is
starving again”, Weatherford pointed
out. (BP)
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CLC directors elect
Land on 23-2 ballot

On a 23-2 secret-ballot vote, directors
of the Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission Sept. 12 elected Richard
Land of Dallas as the new executive di-
rector-treasurer of the Southern Baptist
moral and social concerns agency.
Land, 41, who has been vice president
of academic affairs at Criswell College,
an arm of First Baptist Church of Dallas,
will assume day-to-day direction of the

Keys

. agency about Oct. 24.

In presenting Land as the choice of
the eight-member search committee, Joe
Atchison, a director of Baptist associa-
tional missions in Rogers, Ark., told
commission members, “We (the search
committee) decided from the beginning
that we were not going to let any polit-
ical fallout or any other thing keep us
from going for the most qualified man
. . . God’s man. Richard Land is the
unanimous choice of the search commit-
g~

Following the vote, Atchison told
Baptist Press the “atmosphere of the
meeting was markedly different in a
very positive, upbeat way,” from the
tense meetings of January and Sep-
tember 1987. (BP)
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Kentuckians appointed
by Home Mission Board

Four Kentuckians were among 43
people appointed as US-2 missionaries
by the Home Mission Board in August.

Marsha Butler of Morehead was ap-
pointed to serve in Hilton Head, S. C.
William Fugate of Madisonville was ap-
pointed to serve in Ashland, Ore. Gary
Keys of Louisville was appointed to
serve in Plantation, Fla. Debbie Kimball
of Lexington was appointed to serve in
Detroit.

Miss Butler is a recent graduate of
Morehead State University in More-
head. She served as a summer mission-
ary in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Miss
Butler is the daughter of Paul and
Aletheia Butler of Catlettsburg.

Fugate is arecent graduate of the Uni-
versity of Louisville. Since 1987 he has
been a personal consultant at the Inter-
national Center in Louisville. Fugate
served with the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention during the summer of 1987. He
served with the Foreign Mission Board
in Kenya during 1986 and with the
Home Mission Board in Minnesota in
1985. He is the son of William and Judith
Fugate of Madisonville.

Keys is a recent graduate of George-
town College, where he has been a resi-
dent assistant since 1986. He also served
as a music director with a Georgetown
College summer youth team throughout
the state. He is the son of Marvin and
Erma Keys of Louisville.

Debbie Kimball is a recent graduate
of the University of Kentucky, Lexing-
ton. Since 1985, she has been an ad-
ministrative assistant for Transporation
Cabinet in Lexington.

6 states post percentage
gain for HMB giving

Gifts to the Southern Baptist Annie
Armstrong Easter Offering for home
missions may record their lowest in-
crease in nearly two decades if the
current giving trend is not reversed,
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board
president Larry Lewis told the agency’s

executive committee.

Lewis told the directors if contribu-
tions continue at the present rate for the
remainder of the year, the board will
receive an estimated $30.4 million, or 81
percent of the 1988 goal of $37.5 million.

Lewis noted that during the past 15
years, gifts through the special offering
have increased an average of 11.3 per-
cent, or 5.15 percent when adjusted for
inflation. The annual offering for home
missions has not reached the goal since
1981.

Reasons for the trend cannot yet be
determined, Lewis said, but he added
early returns from the denomination’s
10 largest-giving states have not kept
up with inflation or last year’s percen-
tage increase. “What happens in these
10 key states determines giving trends
for the entire denomination,” he said.

At this time last year, the top 10 states
in giving reported an increase of 10 per-
cent, but current figures for the same
time period show this year’s receipts
running at only 0.36 percent. Of the top
10 states, six reported increases and four
reported decreases, Lewis said. Ken-
tucky posted the largest percentage gain
with 5.71 percent, while slight increases
were registered by Florida, South
Carolina, Georgia, Texas and Virginia.

The four leading states reporting de-
creases were Mississippi, Tennessee,
North Carolina and Alabama. (BP)
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CLC embarrassed by Caine’s comments

In a discussion of a pamphlet which dis-
cussed capital punishment the CLC not
only voted to drop the pamphlet but also
experienced embarrassment because of
the opinions expressed by one of its
members.

Commissioner Curtis W. Caine Sr., a
medical doctor from Jackson, Miss.,
warned his colleagues about the use of
“traditional words used to deal with

CLC drops Surgeon
General’s AIDS report

The Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission has stopped distributing
the “Surgeon General’s Report on
AIDS.” The ethics agency voted to pull
the AIDS report during its annual meet-
ing Sept. 13-14 in Nashville.

The AIDS report, prepared by U. S.
Surgeon General C. Everett Koop, had
been reprinted and distributed.by the
CLC in a 28-page booklet. A CLC for-
ward to the booklet says: “Warning!
This pamphlet contains explicit lan-
guage related to physical anatomy and
human reproduction and should be used
by responsible adults. The CLC has
printed this report as a service to con-

cerned Christians, not as a guide to

Christian morality.”

“Our bottom line is there’s better mat-
erial,” declared Alma Ruth Morgan, a
homemaker from Bartlesville, Okla. and
the commissioner who made the motion
to drop the report. “We’re not knocking
Koop. We're going for total abstinence;
no pamphlet printed or mailed by the
Christian Life Commission should pro-
mote anything except sex within mar-
riage.”

Commissioners believe the Surgeon
General’s report “contains assumptions
about sexual morality” and does not re-
flect “CLC standards concerning heter-
osexuality and sex within marriage,”
said Richard Land, newly elected CLC
executive director.

The commissioners instructed the
staff “to give information about AIDS
included in the Surgeon General’s re-
port without compromising our position
about moral sex between a man and a
woman within marriage.” (BP)

—classified ads—

SEE THE GREAT PASSION PLAY & STAY AT
KELLER’S COUNTRY DORM RESORT (for
Groups of 12 or more)! Eureka Springs, Ark.!
Air-Conditioned Lodging, Swimming. $8 Tickets,
Supper (home-grilled burgers!) Desert and Bkfst,
ALL FOR $22 EACH! Call 501/253-8418 today!

SANIBEL ISLAND, Florida, 2 bedroom, 2 bath
condo, tennis courts, bikes, screened porch,
large pool. (502) 895-8752. 9-20-2T

FOR SALE: 47 theatre-style chairs. Super con-
dition. Make offer. Steve Littlefield, First Baptist
Church, 203 South 4th Street, Murray, Kentucky
42071 or call 502-753-1854. 9-20-4T

“Quilts”

Want to Buy

Pre-1940 Quilts - Cash
Send quilt or photo to:

Shelly Zegart

12-Z River Hill Road
Louisville, Kentucky 40207
(502) 897-3819

programs of this commission.”

Speaking of “race relations,” Caine
said: “We have to be very careful that
we do not get caught in the trap that is
closing in around us about apartheid in
South Africa, which doesn’t exist any-
more and was beneficial when it did,
because it meant separate development.

“We have to be very careful that we
don’t be caught up in the endorsement
of—quote, ‘the reverend,” unquote—
Martin Luther King.” He called the
martryed civil rights leader a fraud.

Caine also cautioned against use of
the term “world hunger,” saying, “Star-
vation has been used since time im-
memorial to control people.” He cited
communist regimes in the Soviet Union
and Ethiopia as examples and claimed,
“The first communist cell in the U. S.
was the U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture.”

Of “peace,” he said: “If you look in
the English/communist dictionary, you
see ‘peace’ means anything that pro-
motes communism. . . . Using “world
peace” may be endorsing one world gov-
ernment, . . . one world educational sys-
tem, . . . one world money and . . . one
world atheist religious system.”

And of “poverty,” he added: “Some-
times Christians who are soft-hearted
steal from those who have and give to
those who have not. That is not Chris-
tian.”

Commissioners responded with si-
lence to Caine’s discourse. Richard Land

later told Baptist Press he believes no-
body responded to Caine because com-
missioners were grieved and embarras-
sed “that a commissioner would believe
this way and embarrassed that he would
say such things.” He also noted that it
was clear to all commissioners “that this
is an isolated opinion not shared by any-
one on the board.” (BP)

RTVC board OK delay
of ACTS sale closing

Trustees of the Radio and Television
Commission approved a 45-day exten-
sion for closing the sale of the ACTS
television network, adopted two operat-
ing budgets for the 1988-89 fiscal year
and heard reports of a major telemis-
sions effort in the Peoples Republic of
China scheduled for this fall.

Meeting in Ft. Worth, Tex., Sept. 13,
the commission accepted a $100,000
payment from Friends of Acts, a San
Antonio, Tex., based investment group,
in exchange for amending the ACTS sale
contract to extend the date of closing
from Sept. 15 to Oct. 30, 1988.

If the sale is concluded by Oct. 30, the
payment would apply toward the $10
million payment scheduled at closing. If
Friends of ACTS should fail to complete
the sale by the revised termination date,
the $100,000 would be nonrefundable,
commission spokesmen said. (BP)

Nationwide Conferences on

SOUL WINNING

namlc Conferences Featuring Some of America’s Great
reachers and Musicians. Presented by Bailey Smith.

Plus: James Reimer, Bobby Boyles, James Merritt, Paige Patterson,
Junior Hill, Morris Chapman, Freddie Gage, John Morgan, Gerald
Davidson, Bailey Smith.

N Music by: Daisey McGrew, Squire Parsons, NewSong, & the Sites Sisters

Oct. 26 - 28

Host Church:
Hi v1ew Baptist Church

11 Fegenbush Lane
Louisville, KY 40228

Pastor Bll] Hancock

NurseryProvided
For more information call:

502/239-7711

Bill Whittaker

President

Clear Creek Baptist Bible School
Pineville, KY 40977

clear
creek
chronicle

Missionary Baptists
in word and deed

Convention president Jerry Vines’ re-
cent call for the churches to increase
their giving through the Cooperative
Program is a much needed word from
our leaders. For 63 years the Coopera-
tive Program has proven to be Southern
Baptists most effective channel of mis-
sion support. Ponder the amazing diver-
sity of mission work these funds sup-
port: state convention workers, chil-
dren’s homes, hospitals, student work,
Christian education, home and foreign
missions, church planting and much
more. A Cooperative Program dollar
touches more lives than any gift we can
make. I am thankful to have served
churches who believed the only direc-
tion to move Cooperative Program giv-
ing was higher.

In 1981 as Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion president, I thrilled to see our state
convention vote to increase the percent-
age going outside our state to Southern
Baptist Convention causes. Kentucky
has steadily progressed toward the 60-
40 percentage goal. During the past five
years, the percentage amount coming
from the churches has declined. The re-
sult means a reduced amount of funds
for every member of the convention
family.

The Cooperative Program is impor-
tant to Clear Creek. It is our second
largest source of income and stabilizes
all we do. About one-fourth of our
budget comes from the Christian Educa-
tion portion of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention budget. Clear Creek re-
ceives 214 cents of every dollar sent by
cooperating Kentucky churches.

Clear Creek teaches our students the
wisdom of cooperation. They are en-
couraged to be Missionary Baptists in
word and deed. About 350 Kentucky
Baptist pastors are Clear Creek grad-
uates. Harlan Avera became pastor of
Steubenville Baptist Church, Pulaski
County, one month before his May 1987
graduation. He followed Clear Creek
alumnus Robert Spradlin who served
the church seven years. In the past 18
months, church receipts have increased
from $32,000 to $62,000 and mission
giving has gone from 15v2 percent to 20
percent. Fifty-eight people have joined
the church.

Harlan was called to preach at age 30.
With two daughters, the family came to
Clear Creek. His pastoral leadership
demonstrates the results we desire from
all our graduates. Increase your Cooper-
ative Program giving and have a larger
investment in menr ke Harlan Avera.
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JOHN B. BAPTIST,JR.
SON
$50,000

Upon the death of the second spouse, the estate ($100,000)
would be placed in a Charitable Trust with earnings paid to
children for as many years as it takes to equal the full value

of the estate, i.e., $100,000 (usually less than 10 years).
DAUGHTER
$50,000
After satisfying the needs of the children,
the principal of the Trust (still $100,000)
would go to the Lord’s work.
“Give It Twice.”
Baptist Hospitals Foundation
4007 Kresge Way
Louisville, KY 40207
(502) 896-5000

MARY BAPTIST
Foundation if you would like more information about how you can

W

Contact the Administration Department at your Baptist Hospital or the
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Jet age pulpit exchange teaches pastors new ways

by Todd Deaton, Staff Writer

For almost a century Americans and

Europeans have debated the “correct”
side of the road on which to drive. Last
month, Jim Lewis, pastor of Westport
Road Baptist Church, Louisville, and
Rodney Sawtell, pastor of Colchester
Baptist Church in England, discovered
that neither way is correct—there are
just two ways of doing the same thing.

Lewis and Sawtell, who consented to
participate in a jet age pulpit exchange
for three Sundays in August, also
learned that the same principle applies
to denominational polity.

“One’s mindset of the church tends to
become parochial. Our lives become
wrapped up in one town and one coun-
try,” Sawtell explains. “An interna-
tional pulpit exchange is beneficial to
both congregations since a pastor from
another country brings the churchman-
ship of his people to share. Hence, the
global village becomes more aware that
all our lives are intertwined by the gos-
pel, even though we are separated by
thousands of miles.”

Lewis relates his most meaningful ex-
perience came when he was asked to of-

ficiate the Lord’s Supper. “I adminis- .
tered the Lord’s Supper to a strange’

church, a strange people,” he says. “Sit-
ting around the Lord’s table to eat and
drink from the cup made me realize we
are united by Christ, we are brothers
and sisters in the Lord.”

Lewis, however, did note some differ-
ences between English and Southern
Baptists, particularly in worship styles.
Colchester had no Sunday school hour,
just an 11 o’clock service. Following an
object lesson, children ages 16 and
under would leave the sanctuary to go
to Sunday school classes. The adult ser-
vice would usually last until about 12:
30 p.m. 4

“That’s really not that long when you
consider that in the states we have 50
minutes of Sunday school followed by
a 15-20 minute break and then an hour-
long worship service,” Lewis surmises.

The Colchester congregation also ap-
peared to be rather “progressive,” com-
pared to most Southern Baptist
churches. “Colchester had four women
deacons. In fact, the church constitution
says it must have at least two women
on the board of deacons,” Lewis asserts.

While Sawtell hopes English Baptists
can capture the zeal Southern Baptists
have for missions, church growth and
building programs, he thinks the cul-
tural exchange may benefit Southern
Baptists as well.

“Among English Baptists member-
ship in a local Baptist church still has
meaning and significance.” claims Saw-
tell, who has pastored the 300-year-old
church for nine of his 20 years as an
ordained minister. “In England every
member is expected to be active in
church, while in America a church may
have as many as 3000 members of which
only 800 attend regularly.

“Perhaps Southern Baptist lay per-
sons can relearn what church member-
ship means and discover how to apply
it to their daily lifestyles,” he suggests.

“In the United States 20 percent of
the people do 80 percent of the work
and giving,” Lewis acknowledges. “Yet
in England when there are 400 members
on the church roll—as in the case of Col-
chester—400 people participate regu-
larly in worship.

“What we'’re talking about is a differ-
ence in the perception of the value of
church membership,” he assesses. “By
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Kyle Hubbard (r), chairman of deacons at Westport Road, bestows honorary citizen-

ship of Louisville upon Rodney and Margaret Sawtell (center) and their three sons,

(1 to r) James, Mark and Paul.

their actions, the English indicate be-
longing to a particular fellowship is a
privilege and along with it is a respon-
sibility to support and attend. Since it
is so easy to join a Baptist church in
America, people tend to take member-
ship for granted.

“Membership has to mean some-
thing,” Sawtell adds. “In my country we
do not give an invitation after every ser-
vice. If someone is interested he applies
for church membership. The prospect is
then visited and counseled about his
Christian pilgrimage before he is invited
to join.”

Baptists are still very much in the
minority in England. However, contem-
porary Baptist life is characterized by
dynamic growth, charismatic renewal
and ecumenical progress.

Sawtell is particularly excited about
the recent ecumenical progress. “We are
witnessing an ecumenical factor uncom-
mon in the United States. There is a new
openness to joint mission efforts with
Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyter-
ians, Congregationalists, Roman Catho-
lics and the Salvation Army,” he claims.

“We do not deny or compromise our
distinctive Baptist beliefs, but we feel
Baptists need to make their contribution
to the cause of Christ and do so clearly
in a country where the opportunities for
the Kingdom of God are numerous,”
Sawtell explains. Only about three per-
cent of Britons are regular church-
goers, he says.

Bill Gooch, moderator at Westport
Road, found the cultural exchange be-
tween the pastors and the two congrega-
tions to be unusually rewarding.

“So often we get used to a ritual and
think that’s the only way something can
be done just because that’s the way
we’ve always done it. That’s just isn’t
s0,” he advocates.

“While I don’t think our pastor or
Sawtell would change the way their de-
nomination does things, they have been
exposed to new and different ways of
doing things.”

Westport Road chairman of deacons
Kyle Hubbard agrees, “The pulpit ex-
change caused us to be more aware of
Baptist work in England. We are de-
scendants of English forefathers, yet we
don’t often hear about the work of Eng-
lish Baptists.”

Hubbard was pleased to learn from
Colchester’s secretary that Jim Lewis
and his wife Alois were equally well re-
ceived. “All was well except that some

of the members have sore ribs. Our con-
gregation got a a lot of laughs out of
that report since most of us are familiar
with Lewis’ habit of hugging people real
hard,” Hubbard muses.

The Louisville attorney confides he
was pleasantly surprised by how eagerly
the Sawtells, particularly their three
sons, were accepted by members of
Westport Road. “In a very short time
the Sawtells had become a part of our
church family,” he states.

“Their kids blended in extremely well
with the other youth,” he says. “Our
young people were preparing for a mus-
ical entitled “Friends” and the Sawtells’
children frequently participated in the
rehearsals. While I am sure their kids
often experienced culture shock to an
extent, our kids were really sad to see
them leave.

The Sawtells eldest son, Paul, 16, be-
came keenly aware of cultural differ-
ences while swimming at a local pool.
“Girls here tend to be much more for-
ward than those in England. One girl
just walked right up to me and asked
me out for a date,” he volunteers. “In
England they are much morereserved.”

While Sawtell and his wife Margaret
emphasized getting to know people who
live in a foreign country, Paul and his
younger brothers, James and Mark,

stressed another advantage of interna--

tional pulpit exchanges—sightseeing.
The English family visited Mammoth
Cave, Red River Gorge, Natural Bridge,

Cumberland Falls and Shaker Village.
They also toured Lexington, spent a day
at Kings Island, attended a Cincinnati
Reds baseball game, and decided to re-
main in the states an extra week to visit
Disney World.

While in Great Britain the Lewises
also took some time to do some sight-
seeing. They visited Windsor Castle,
Canterbury Cathedral, Buckingham
Palace and Cambridge University. The
Louisville couple also saw the white
cliffs of Dover, took a dip in the North
Sea and jumped the channel to spend
some time in Paris.

The Sawtell/Lewis exchange was pre-
cipitated by a similar jet age linkup in-
volving David Beer, pastor of a Baptist
congregation at Frinton on the Sea,
England, and Ron Higdon, pastor of
Broadway Baptist Church, Louisville in
July 1987.

When Sawtell shared his interest in
doing a similar exchange with a pastor
in the United States, Beer advised him
to contact Lewis, an acquaintance of
Higdon, and volunteered to serve as
liason.

“I agreed to go to his church to preach
and to let him come to mine and say
whatever he felt led by the Spirit to say.
We traded the keys to our cars, houses
and refrigerators and said, ‘Make your-
self at home,”” Lewis explains. “It was
an adventure since I had never met the
fellow!”

Sawtell advises, “It is essential that
one be recommended for this kind of ex-
change. Someone has to know both pas-
tors and the churches involved.”

The two pastors also agreed they
would provide their own travel to and
from their destinations and their time
would be scheduled as vacation leave so
neither of the churches would have to
assume any financial responsibility for
the arrangement. In addition, each
would pay for his sightseeing ventures.

Ministerial responsibilities included
primarily preaching at all Sunday ser-
vices during the three weeks. Neither
would be requested to do weddings or
funerals during their stay abroad.

“It is relaxing for the pastor to be able
to just bring a series of messages to a
congregation,” Sawtell asserts. “One is
not responsible for visitation and
church administration—just preaching
the word—and that’s a joy in itself.

“There is also a growing feeling
among lay people that exchanges of this
nature are right and that God is leading
in these endeavors,” he concludes.
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Alois (I) and Jim Lewis (r) chat with new friends in front of Colchester Baptist

Church in England.
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baptist forum

It is sin to gamble

Survey after survey and public opinion
polls indicate a lottery is coming to Ken-
tucky. Moreover, the surveys and polls
show church people, including Baptists,
favor a lottery.

Pollsters say we must find reasons
other than religious and moral to oppose
the lottery. I find that disgusting. What
better reason could a Christian have to
oppose the lottery than religious or
moral?

We are not talking religious liberty
here. We are talking basic theology.
Gambling is a sinful activity and cannot
be justified because one might think the
gamble is for a good cause.

RETREAT FACILITIES
for all Seasons

Foothills of Great Smokies ® 30 minutes
from Gatlinburg ¢ Campus facilities
available e Daily rates $18.50 per person
(lodging and three meals). ® Guests pro-
vide own linens/blankets/towels e It is sun-
gested churches make reservations early.

For More Information and Reservations
— Write —

Retreat Office
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy
202 Smothers Road
Seymour, TN 37865

(615) 573-8321

Chilhowee is an educational institution of the
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

When the preacher or religious leader
has to seek to convince Christians or
members of churches to vote against the
lottery for reasons other than Christian
principles—the church is hurting.

God willing, the Temperance League
of Kentucky will never be found water-
ing down or explaining away the basic
Christian teaching that it is sin . . . sin
to gamble and to drink alcohol.

The time has come for Christians, with
all Christian love to join the fight, face
the enemy and defeat him at the voting
booth on Nov. 8.

Calude M. Witt
executive director
Temperance League
Louisville

BJCPA needs help now

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs (BJCPA), which represents
Southern Baptists and eight other Bap-
tist bodies in Washington by expressing

Do You
Recognize
This Person?

He will be speaking
at the

P/S Convention
April 14-15, 1989

at WSBC, Louisville

our concerns on religious freedom and
church-state issues, is experiencing dif-
ficulties. -

The reason is the cut in funds allo-
cated by the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion over policy disagreement by some
within the present SBC leadership.

The question is: Has the good done by
the BJCPA merited our continued sup-
port? What have they done to help us?

One thing they have done is to search
for ways to treat religion in the public
schools which has resulted in a land-
mark publication on the proper treat-
ment of religion in public schools.

Another thing being done which will
benefit churches, institutions and
ministers is that their general counsel is
chairing a committee for the Internal
Revenue Service to help train agents to
understand the unique problems of the
church-state relationship in tax mat-
ters.

A third thing of importance the
BJCPA has done is to help work out the
Equal Access legislation which permits
religious groups to meet, as do other
clubs and groups, in school facilities.
This is significant legislation. They have
also worked with federal agencies to
protect the overseas income of our mis-
sionaries from double taxation.

The BJCPA has rendered valuable
service to ministers, churches and in-
stitutions in the struggle of church and
state issues.

Therefore I believe the work of this
agency is worthy of our support, if not
by denomination, as is the apparent in-
tention, then by specific help from our
churches or state conventions. They

need help now since their first step of

defunding begins in October. They have
served us well. Let us help them now.

John Dunaway

Corbin

Praise for a dedicated woman

Regarding the article about Kay Trisler:

How disappointed I am that Western
Recorder did not take a stand in support
of a woman as director of missions in
an association. Why the hesitancy when
Western Recorder takes on the Southern
Baptist Convention and the proposed
state lottery? Is this any less a commit-
ment of Kentucky Baptists?

I also question whether the same re-
port were being written about a male as
volunteer DOM if the words “respecting
authority” and “sustaining those who
hold rank” would have been used.

Kay Trisler is obviously a dedicated,
called, mission-minded Christian who
wants to reach out to others and share
Christ’s love. Our denomination needs
more women like Kay in leadership pos-
itions, and yes, in positions of authority
as well.

Jean Cravens
Lexington

Letters for baptist forum: maximum
length, 300 words. Longer letters will
be edited for space or returned for revi-
sion. Writer’s signature, address, phone
number and church affiliation required.
No form letters will be printed. Letters
must deal with issues and not make per-
sonal attacks.
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Baplisk

Have breakfast on us!

Campbellsville College

{o our

Convendion

Jon: choaninis and Yriends

7:30 a.m.

Wednesday, November 16
Executive Inn

-Join us

STREET

STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE

ALUMNI ()

RELATIONSHIP TO COLLEGE: (CHECK ONE)

GIVE YEAR

NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS

TRUSTEE ( )

Complete and return to: Campbellsville Cbllege, Public Relations, 200 College Street West, Campbellsville, KY
42718. Please make your reservations by November 9.

FRIEND ()
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County seat church exceeds all records

by Beth Wyatt
State Correspondent

Manchester is a typical eastern Ken-
tucky county seat town with narrow,
crowded streets and the Baptist church
and courthouse on the same block. How-
ever, Manchester Baptist Church is dif-
ferent.

The stately brick building sets atop a
hill surrounded by attorneys’ offices and
municipal parking lots. Yet they have
found room in the back yard to erect a
building since no other property is
available. The records show 335 mem-
bers and Sunday school attendance has
exceeded that number more than once.

The members’ joy is one of the deter-
mining factors in the substantial growth
of Manchester Baptist. This dedicated
group has experienced rough times but
has allowed the preaching of God’s word
to prompt them to grow. They have ex-
perienced the joy of realizing some vi-
sions in their life time.

Six years ago the Sunday school at-
tendance was 85. Today the average at-
tendance is 240. In the same period of
time the church has been remodeled ad-
ding a balcony and upper room to ac-
commodate more people.

The offerings have more than doubled

and mission giving has quadrupled. Last
year the total mission gifts totaled
$65,654. Of that amount $2456 went to
the Cooperative Program and $2300 to
Oneida Baptist Institute.

The church has satellite Sunday
school classes scattered across town.
Dedicated members handle that phase
of the ministry. Mrs. Lil Rawlings works
with Senior Citizens in the High Rise
Apartment Complex. Lawanna Owens
teaches at the Nursing Home; and Butch
Canner, at the housing project. Canner,
a Cumberland College senior, is music
and education director at Manchester
Baptist. He is responsible for training
outreach workers.

This summer Canner led a group of

eight young people through training, a
commissioning service at the church and
an eight day mission adventure in
Cleves, Oh. They saw 28 people saved.
Each Wednesday night mission ac-
tivities are available for young people.
On rotating weeks 50 to 60 kids ride the
buses into town to study Bible, missions
and music. The leaders also rotate, mak-
ing it possible for them to be present in
adult Bible study every other week.
Recently, a plot of land was purchased
for $450,000 and ground was broken for
a $225,000 educational facility that will
include recreational facilities for all
ages on its second floor. According to a
spokesperson for the group, more than
half of the money has been given and
the people expect the facility to be com-
pleted and paid for by next year.
Roger Williams is pastor of the

Booneville Association congregation. A
native of adjoining Jackson County, he
has been at Manchester six years.

Williams said, “The uniqueness of our
situation must be credited to the Lord
and our people. They have not been
afraid to scoot over and allow some new
or younger person to perform with no
threat to their ‘seat.””

“We realized our county seat church
had to take its place among the sister
churches not above them. The reputa-
tion of aloofness and conceit is not
found. It can’t be if we are to have an
option for prospects.”

Williams continued, “You have to
minister to folks, point them to a vision
and convince them they love one
another.

That is what has made Manchester
Baptist different.

Your Support of Mission
Ministries Through the

Cooperative Program
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homes
for
children

Do the best you can

On the day I left for college I had one
of the most important conversations of
my life. I visited with my grandfather,
Ernest Parrish, who had had a stroke
the previous week. My grandfather was
a man I admired greatly.

On this morning I do not remember
all we talked about, but I will always
remember his final words to me. They
were, “Do the best you can.” That was
the final advice my grandfather ever
gave me for three weeks later I received
a call from my father telling me he had
died.

In the 23 plus years since that morn-
ing, those words have served as some of
the best advice I have ever been given.
As I have assumed the three major pos-
itions in my child care career, including
the present one, the only thing which I
have ever promised is that I would do
the best I could.

In reality there is nothing any of us
can really promise more than that. We
are not in a position to know the chal-
lenges which we will face in life nor the
disappointments and joys we will know.
Chuck Swindoll in his book, The Quest
for Character, notes there are no abso-
lute guarantees in life and that living
and risking go hand in hand. There are

- times when we would like a money back

guarantee on the decisions we make, but
that is really not possible.

Doing the best you can does not mean
comparing yourself with someone else,
but with an inner measure which only
you and God can truly know. Someone
else may think something is a great ac-
complishment, but only you know if it
was really your best. Whether you do
better than someone else or you are an
utter failure in the eyes of men, in reality
if you have done your best, the final out-
come is beyond anyone else’s judgment.

For children coming to Baptist Homes
for Children we can set many goals and
make great plans, but in the end we have
no real control over their lives. The best
advice and the best help we can be for
them is to challenge them to be the best
they can be and to seek God’s guidance
for direction in their lives. In the end
they do not have to please me or anyone
else. Only they and their Lord can judge
failure and success.

Thank you, “Daddy Ernest,” for some
of the best advice I have ever received.
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Barkley Moore
President »
Oneida Baptist Institute
Oneida, KY 40972

oneida
journal

Stored in heaven

Reading old diary entries brings back
many long forgotten events and emo-
tions. They, like pictures, capture and
preserve a moment in time.

An elderly former teacher, who first
heard our founder speak as a 15-year-
old girl in Ottawa, Kan., was back for
homecoming and gave me her diaries
covering her Oneida years. She first
came here by horse and wagon.

Also, I was allowed to xerox a copy
of the diary entries of a former teacher

~and president of Oneida covering 15
years of Oneida history, extending back
more than 50 years ago. Fascinating!

I was blessed with the opportunity to
read diary entries of a former Oneida
teacher who has served with me. They
give some real insights, some names are
changed:

“8-27-75: Busy as we are here, our
days are so full one has no time for bore-
dom. Am praying for Johnny as only our
Lord knows how someone feels who
grew up feeling rejected and unloved.
Please, Lord, help him to find the impor-
tance of himself. Help us as Christians
to be more understanding and more lov-
ing. Many of us having grown up with

love find it difficult to comprehend the
world of unloveables. Classes were
pretty good today. Lord, help me to do
my best with these young people. Help
them learn to apply themselves to their
work and help me not to fail someone
I'm thankful for.”

“8-28-75: I'm so thankful God has
given me the opportunity to be here at
Oneida. Please Lord; help Mrs. to
be more understanding and loving. Kids
don’t really mind being corrected, but
rejection hurts! Today Susie is on my
heart. Help her, Lord, to get over her
homesickness. Thank you for allowing
me the privilege of the devotion in
homeroom this morning. Bless what I
said.”

“8-29-75: I took Joe’s bus route this
morning and it’s truly beautiful seeing
the sun rise over the white clouded hills.
It is a joy being around the kids up Red
Bird Creek. Father, bless that boy that
had to be sent home last night. Help him
to know we mean the best for everyone,
and we can’t let them go on breaking
our rules. Help me to do better with my
fifth period class. Above all help me to
love each one even when I must disci-
pline them. Bless Mr. Moore and Mr.
Halcomb as they lead us here. Keep our
school filled with thy spirit.”

“9-3-75: Thank you Lord. Fifth period
was more orderly. Please give me more
love and patience.”

“9-4-75: It was a day without any
great troubles. Iwish I could get to know
each one more personally. Oh, Lord, to
have more wisdom. . . .”

“9-5-75: Today Nancy is on my heart
for prayer. Help her to accept Christ as
her personal savior, to lead her in all
areas of life, fill her with peace. I en-
joyed Mrs. DeJarnette’s devotion this
morning.”

“9-6-75: Thank you, Lord, that you
love us, imperfect as we are. I pray for
Joey. If he could accept Christ as Lord
of his life, he could not be so filled with
self, but could think of others. I've failed
him so badly. I pray for guidance.”

“9-9-75: I'm thankful, Lord, that you
hear our little prayers and you answer.
I have found our prayers are stored in
heaven and last forever. It is so impor-
tant for us to pray. Rev. 5:8; Rev. 8:3-4.
I pray for our school and our leaders,
also for my husband as the head of my
house. I pray for our president and the
leaders of our nation, that they may be
filled with God’s spirit, and that others
may know how great is God.”

Reprinted from Western Recorder,
Sept. 18, 1984.

‘I: *x. 4
H. C. Chiles
Clear Creek Bible College

Pineville, KY 40977

sunday
school

lessons

LESSONS FOR OCT. 2, 1988

Life and work series

What is the gospel?

Gal. 1:11-12 Paul insisted the gospel
which he proclaimed was not of human
origin. It had come to him by a direct
revelation from God. When the Judaiz-
ers contended the gospel which Paul had
been preaching was of human devising,
Paul emphatically denied their accusa-
tion.

I Cor. 15:1-5 There were three facts
in the gospel which Paul firmly believed
and faithfully preached: Christ’s death,
burial and resurrection. After his death
on the cross Christ was buried in the
tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. His burial
proved the reality of his death and the
fullness with which he shared human
experience. When Christ was raised
from the dead, God saw that hundreds
were able to testify they had seen and
talked with him. In his defense of the
supremacy of the gospel of Christ over
the false teachings of his critical oppo-
nents, Paul faithfully preached the only
gospel which has ever saved souls and
transformed lives was the gospel of
Christ.

IT Cor. 4:5-7 Paul’s enemies accused
him of dishonesty. Knowing he had de-
clared the truth, Paul boldly let his ac-
cusers know he fully intended to con-
tinue faithfully with the proclamation
of the gospel of Christ. Paul wanted
Christ to have the preeminence in his

life. He was confident he would be sus-
tained by the power of God, regardless
of any unfavorable circumstances he
might encounter.

Rom. 1:16 Nothing kept Paul so hum-
ble and grateful as the knowledge he
had been saved and made a chosen in-
strument to preach Christ. Believing
that his great debt could be retired only
by his faithful and fearless preaching of
the gospel, Paul was ready to go any-
where and do anything for the glory of
Christ. The power, purpose and product
of the gospel prevented him from being
ashamed of it. With a deep sense that
all needed to hear the gospel, Paul
acknowledged he was a debtor to all
and was eager to share it with any who
would receive it. Likewise, it is our
privilege and imperative to share the
gospel.

International series
A disappointing vineyard

Isaiah 5:1-7 The vineyard was on the
slopes of a very fruitful hill. It had been
fenced, painstakingly prepared, care-
fully planted and thoroughly cultivated
with solicitous care. Soil, showers and
sunshine, combined with the skill of the
vinedresser, enriched the vines and they .
grew satisfactorily.

With all this careful preparation, the
owner naturally had the expectation of
a plentiful crop of choice grapes. But he
was doomed to disappointment. When
the time of vintage drew near, he found
only wild grapes which might have
grown without the husbandman. This
fruit, which consisted of wild, inedible
and injurious grapes, was of such a na-
ture that he was ashamed of it and
would have been richer without it.

This parable portrays the wonderful
manner in which God provided for the
Jewish people in Palestine. He looked
for the fruits of righteousness and jus-
tice that corresponded with their
privileges, but they produced noxious
fruit instead. Unfruitfulness is bad
enough, but pernicious fruitfulness is
worse. Considering our advantages and
privileges, God rightfully expects more
and better fruits from us.

Isaiah 5:22-23 Very few evils have
done more to blight human life than
beverage alcohol. It has depleted more
fortunes, wrecked more homes, blighted
more lives and caused more heartache
than any other single evil. Drunkenness
is costly in money, dignity, decency and
reputation. Poverty, heartaches, suffer-
ing, disease and death follow in its train.

William W. (Bill) Marshall
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, KBC
Box 43433 :
Middletown, KY 40243

on
mission
together

Staying married

In some of my recent readings I came
across an article which should be of in-
terest to those who are concerned about
“preacher turnover.”

Getting married is still in vogue but
staying married remains suspect, ac-
cording to many marriage counselors
across the nation. Francine Klagsbrun,
in her book Married People: Staying To-
gether In The Age of Divorce, outlines
the secret of lengthy marriages.

She interviewed 87 couples who have
been married over 15 years and isolated
several “abilities and outlooks” which
have contributed to lengthy marriages.

At least six of her eight categories for
strong marriages between individuals
also apply to a strong marriage between
a pastor and a local church. Please note
the unusual similarity.

1. ENJOYMENT OF EACH OTHER
—Wives and husbands in lasting mar-

riages enjoy being together and talking
to each other. Though they do not neces-
sarily have the same interests, they find
each other interesting.

2. THE ABILITY TO CHANGE—
There is a flexibility among couples that
stay together. They continue to decide
“to be married to each other.” They will-
ingly choose to change when necessary
to keep their marriage alive and vital.

3. THE ABILITY TO LIVE WITH
THE UNCHANGEABLE—Couples who
stay together have accepted the fact that
their personalities, insights and solu-
tions to problems are often very differ-
ent but choose to minimize their differ-
ences in order to stay together

4. AN ASSUMPTION OF PERMA-
NENCE—Couples who stay married in-
tended to stay together before they were
married. Divorce was not a viable op-
tion. They have made a lifetime commit-
ment.

5. TRUSTING EACH OTHER—To
know that you are the most important
person in the life of your mate makes

for a happy marriage. Trust presupposes
“exclusivity.”

6. A BALANCE OF DEPENDEN-
CIES—Long marriages are built on one
partner sharing his or her strengths with
the other. When they talk about “need-
ing each other” they are talking about
strengths, not weaknesses.

The average American marriage re-
lationship is far too short. By the same
token, so is the average Southern Bap-
tist pastorate.

Too many Southern Baptist congrega-
tions and pastors view the “pastor-
church” marriage relationship as only
an interlude between further marriages.
It’s a part of cur problem!

When the minister-congregational re-
lationship becomes “adversarial,” it
may be too late to hold the “marriage”
together.

Churches and ministers would do well
to arrange periodic “relationship re-
views,” where each can reflect, review

. and renew their covenant with each

other . . . before it is too late.



The plight of a refugee

by Fran Turner, volunteer
counselor, Lusaka, Zambia

“Madam, what am I going to do? I cry
every day, life is just no good.” These
were words I heard Moto saying as she
sat in front of me with her fifteen year
old mentally ill daughter and her two
year old.

Moto and her husband are refugees in
Zambia. She is the only person in the
family who does not have a physical or
mental illness. The husband attends an
out-patient clinic at the mental hospital
twice each month and suffers from
stomach ulcers and other physical prob-
lems. The fifteen year old daughter is
totally unaware of the real world and
what is happening around her because
of her mental state. The two year old
child is also a girl. She cannot sit alone,
cannot say a word, and the “soft spot”
in the top of her head is like that of an
infant.

Moto has come to talk to me about the
many problems she is having, especially
the problem with Jeao, the mentally ill
girl. Jeao has been in the mental hospital
before, but was released a few months
ago and now her condition seems to be
worse than ever. She has become vio-
lent, even to herself. She cuts herself,
destroys any clothing that is put on her,
and runs away from home. She has
burned the four blankets that the family
possessed and now they are suffering
from the cold weather. A few weeks ago
Jeao ran away from home without any
clothes on and was gone for several days.
She was found with the help of friends.

Before the mother can wash, cook, or
even care for the small child she must
tie the girl and close her up in the house,
otherwise the girl will do all kinds of
things and can cause harm to herself and
those close by.

While Moto talks to me, Jeao sits in
her chair looking off into space, laugh-
ing and playing with the torn shoe.

The family is on aJnonthly income of
about $30 which is given by the Chris-
tian Council of Zambia and the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees. In addition to the $30 the husband
is given transportation money for the
two visits he must make for psychiatric
treatment each month. The family has
to pay rent for the two rooms where they
live, buy food and try to provide for
other things out of the $30.

Some refugees come to Zambia with
little or no knowledge of English and
communication for these people is a real
problem in the beginning. Many enter
this country with just the clothes they
have. Many are sick from lack of food.
Many times people who leave their home
country with small children lose them

in death due to the hardships they face.

along the way.

There is a lot of sickness among refu-
gees. Most medical problems among
refugee children are diseases related to
or caused from malnutrition. Among

adults there is a lot of mental disorders,
sexually transmitted diseases/AIDS and -

tuberculosis.

Often times refugees arrive in Zambia
with unrealistic expectations. Once they
see the life of a refugee is very difficult
it can be devastating.

Problems—the word is very much a
part of refugees’ vocabulary and life.
Even with so many problems it is some-
times better here for most of them than
where they have come from. Many have
no choice. Many have no hope. A few
are optimistic about being able to return
to their home country one day. All are
refugees.
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Cancer takes missionary beyond her call

by Scott Collins

The cancer that invaded Marian Phil-
lip’s body more than 23 years ago causes
her to speak softly these days. But the
message she delivers is anything but
weak.

Miss Phillips is a former missionary
to Nigeria. In 1965 she was diagnosed
as having lymphoma.

“With some people God is glorified
because they have a miraculous heal-
ing,” Miss Phillips said. “My miracle is
that I'm able to live with cancer.”

Miss Phillips had served one term as
a Southern Baptist missionary when the
cancer was discovered.

After 21 years of enduring wars,
famine, drought and lymphoma, Miss
Phillips was firally forced to relinquish
her life-long dream of mission service.

“When God closes one door, he always
opens another,” Miss Phillips said. A
volunteer at the North Carolina Baptist
Hospital in Winston-Sez!em, Miss Phil-
lips works with other cancer patients,
administering spritual medicine.

“Whether it’s listening or sharing or
just being a friend, I have an open door,”
she said. “Because they know I have
cancer I can share not only my experi-
ences with the disease, but how I am
able to cope with it through my faith. I
can say, ‘The Lord is in this and gives
us strength.””

“The key to living is confidence and
trust in the Lord,” she said. “I believe
that everything that comes to me has
come from the Lord. He has answered
my prayer to serve him anywhere by giv-
ing me cancer and I have grown in my
trust and understanding.”

Pastor ministers to future Korean 1eaders

by Frank White

Thirteen years ago, Korean government
leaders jailed Jung Yung Lee; today he
is pastor of a Texas church ministering
to potential leaders of the same govern-
ment.

Lee is pastor of Southwest Korean
Baptist Church in San Antonio and at-
tended the Small Sunday School
Leadership Conference at Glorieta
(N. M.) Baptist Conference Center spon-
sored by the Sunday school division of
the Baptist Sunday School Board.

The church ministers to the 600 to
1000 Korean officers each year who re-
ceive language training at nearby Lack-
land Air Force Base. Many of the officers
go on to become leaders in the military-
dominated Korean government.

In 1975, Lee, a popular singer with 12
albums and hit songs on the national
charts, was jailed for cowriting a song
critical of the government. He was re-
leased after 100 days in jail but was pro-
hibited from recording and public per-

formances.

While in jail, Lee was led to accept
Christ as his personal savior by his
cellmate who had killed three people
and was waiting to be hanged.

“A woman had witnessed to him and
led him to Christ. He knew he would
never get out to tell his story. He wanted
me to let people know how God has
saved him,” Lee explained.

In 1982, Lee left Korea and went to
San Antonio where, in 1984, he started
the Southwest Korean Baptist Church
with the support of Lackland Baptist
Church and Rainbow Hills Baptist
Church in San Antonio.

Leesaidt! _hurchdecided a ministry
to the Korean officers would be a prior-
ity.

“While in the United States, they
don’t have family with them. They are
alone and lonely. It is a great time to
share the gospel,” Lee explained.

Each Monday when a group of new
officers arrive in San Antonio from
Korea, members of the church meet

~ them at the airport to give them a rlde

to the base and invite them to church.

The church provides a Korean meal
and fellowship time each Sunday morn-
ing. Usually between 12 to 50 officers
are among the 140 persons in worship.

Many of the officers attend because
they remember Lee as a singer or be-
cause they appreciated the fnendlmess '
expressed at their arrival, Lee said:". .-

The church offers each officer a
leather-bond Korean-English Bible if
they promise to spend time reading: i
Lee hopes the Bible and the involve o
with the church during their stay will -
influence the officers once they return
to Korea.

Many Korean officers have received
Christ through the ministry of the
church, Lee said.

Lee sees the ministry of the church as
an opportunity to influence his country
in a way he never could have while there.
He hopes that one day he will be able
to return to Korea to help develop Chris-
tian music for churches and their youth.
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Ben Brewer
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November 15 retirement reception will
honor Brewer, Davenport and Taylor

Kentucky Baptists will honor three of
their institutional executives who have
retired this year at a reception following
the Tuesday evening convention session in
the Christian Life Center of First Church,
Owensboro. Those executives being hon-
ored are: Ben Brewer, president, Baptist
Hospitals, Inc.; Randy Davenport, former
president, Campbellsville College; and
Eldred Taylor, executive director, Baptist
Homes for Children.

Brewer has served as president of Baptist
Hospitals, Inc. since 1984. He has a B.A.
degree from Memphis State University and
a M.H.A. degree from Washington Univer-
sity, St. Louis. Prior to his present position,
Brewer was president of Louisville Baptist
Hospitals; executive vice president and
administrator as well as president, Central
Baptist Hospital, Lexington; and an
administrator at both Western Baptist
Hospital, Paducah, and Georgia Baptist
Hospital, Atlanta.

The Tennessee native is a member of
several professional organizations. These
organizations include the American Protes-
tant Health Association, American Hospital
Association and the Governor's Advisory

Council on Medical Assistance. He also has
been active in Kiwanis Club International,

.the Filson Club and the Kentucky Chamber of

Commerce. Brewer, who is awaiting the
selection of his successor and the transition
time which follows before officially stepping
down, was given an honorary doctorate from
Cumberland College last May.

Brewer and his wife, LaVerme, are
members of Crescent Hill Baptist Church,
Louisville.

Davenport retired as president of
Campbellsville College in late July after
having served 19 years. He has an A.B. degree
from the University of Louisville and both the
M.S. and EdD. degrees from the University of
Arkansas.

The former Gideons International president
saw many improvements during his tenure at

- the College. First, the construction of the

Montgomery Library; second, the complete
renovation of the campus' Alumni Building;
third, a new computer science curriculum; and
then a reinstallation of the football program.

Davenport and his wife, Janet, will continue
to live in the small central Kentucky town _
where they are members of Campbellsville
Baptist Church.

Taylor retired as executive director of
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
July 1. He had served in that capacity since
1981.

The McLean County, Kentucky native
is a graduate of Eastern Kentucky University
and Southern Baptist Seminary. Prior to his
position with KBHC, he served as pastor of
First Church, Somerset, for 23 years. He also
has been superintendent of missions and
evangelism for the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, superintendent for missions for
Daviess-McLean Association and also pastor
of several other churches.

Besides these positions, Taylor is past
president of both the Kentucky Baptist
Ministerial Association and the Kentucky
Baptist Convention. He has served as a trustee
for Georgetown College and KHBC.

Taylor and his wife, Marjorie, are members
of St. Matthews Baptist Church, Louisville.

The three honorees, along with their wives,
will be presented to the Kentucky Baptist
Convention messengers and guests at the close
of the evening session, November 15. KBC
messengers and guests are welcome to drop
by the Christian Life Center and extend
greetings during the reception.





