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Medical complex 
at Corbin to add 
$7.75 million 
specialized wing 
by Ja'mes H. Cox, Associate Editor 

The Baptist Regional Medical Center at 
Corbin broke ground Oct. 23 on a $7.75 
million psychiatric and chemical depen­
dency addition. It is scheduled for occu­
pancy in September 1990. 

The 59,500 square foot wing will be 
connected to the present 210-bed main 
hospital by an enclosed walkway. The 
new three-story facility will add 73 
patient beds, including 34 adult psychi­
atric, 15 adult substance abuse, 12 ado­
lescent psychiatric and 12 adolescent 
substance abuse. 

Four dining areas, high school class 
rooms, physician offices, exam rooms, 
rehabilitation rooms, activity and tele­
vision areas are included in the design. 
A swimming pool, half court gymnasium 
and raquetball court will be provided. 

Principals at last week's ground­
breaking ceremonies included Roger 
Struble, president of Baptist Hospitals 
Inc., Louisville, the nonprofit corpora­
tion which owns the medical complex; 
and Baptist Regional Medical Center 
staffers Kerry Gillihan, administrator; 
Dan Barton, chief of medical staff; Wil­
liam Briscoe, chief of psychiatric medi­
cal staff; and Wayne Sibley, chaplain. 

The Louisville architectural and en­
gineering firm of Arrasmith, Judd and 
Rapp Inc. designed the addition. Rob­
bins Construction Co. of Birmingham, 
Ala. will build it. 

The Baptist Regional Medical Center 
opened three years ago and includes 
specialists in 20 medical areas, includ­
ing southeastern Kentucky's only psy­
chiatric unit. State-of-the-art equip­
ment and services allow the center to 
provide "quality health care in a com­
passionate atmosphere," according to 
Bill Fortney, the center's director of 
planning and marketing. Care is offered 
all persons regardless of race or reli­
gious affiliation, said Fortney. 

The Corbin medical complex is one of 
four owned and operated by Baptist 
Hospitals Inc .. Other facilities are at 
Lexington, Louisville and Paducah. 
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The facility at right will broaden psychiatric and chemical dependency care by state Baptists at Corbin. 

Smorgasbord of activities awaits visitors, 
messengers at Frankfort state convention 
by James H. Cox 
Associate Editor 

At their first meeting in 115 years in 
the state capital, Kentucky Baptists 
will help Franklin Baptist Associa­
tion mark its 175th anniversary. The 
state body gathers at Frankfort's 
Farnham Dudgeon Civic Center Nov. 
14-16. 

But commonwealth Baptists will 
do a lot more than simply meet for 
the 152nd time in this, their first com­
plete session outside a church audi­
torium. They'll be asked to approve 
an operating budget of nearly $20. 7 
million for the 1990-91 fiscal year. 
They'll elect new officers. They'll 
hear reports of every executive board 
department, and every agency and 
institution they own. They'll hear six 
speakers, including three denomina­
tional leaders, two pastors and a 
layman. 

And there will be a variety of off­
hours activities to accommodate 
every taste, including a concert by the 
Georgetown College Chorale (at the 
Kentucky Baptist Music Associa­
tion), recognition by the Kentucky 
Baptist Director of Missions Fellow­
ship of the DOM of the Year and other 
superlatives. 

Kentucky Baptists' presence in the 
state capital will not go unnoticed by 
the commonwealth's First Family, 
either. 

Some messengers have already 
been invited to the Governor's Man­
sion. About 125 Baptists are expected 
to attend the Campbellsville College 
breakfast there hosted by Gov. and 
Mrs. Wallace Wilkinson. Wilkinson is 
an alumnus of the school. 

Mrs. Martha Wilkinson has been 
asked to address Kentucky Baptist 
ministers' wives while they are in 
Frankfort. 

Here is Western Recorder's tradi­
tional preconvention listing of ac­
tivities for the week reported to us in 
advance. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

10:30 a.m. Credentials Committee, 
Ramada Inn, 855 Louisville Rd. 

10:30 a.m. Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention registration, Farnham Dud­
geon Civic Center 

11 a.m. Kentucky Baptist Religious 
Education Association, Capital Plaza 
Hotel, 405 Wilkinson Blvd. 

11 :30 a.m. Kentucky Baptist Music 
Association officers' luncheon, First 
Baptist Church, 201 St. Clair St. 

12 noon Kentucky Baptist Reli­
gious Education Association lunch­
eon, Capital Plaza Hotel 

1 p .m. Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion executive board meeting, As­
sembly Ballroom, Capital Plaza 
Hotel 

1 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Music As­
sociation registration, First Baptist 
Church 

1 p .m. Kentucky Baptist Religious 
Education Association, Capital Plaza 
Hotel 

1:30 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Pas­
tor's Conference, Farnham Dudgeon 
Civic Center 

4:45 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Instru­
-· mental Ensemble rehearsal, First 

Baptist Church 
4:45 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Sing­

ing Women rehearsal, First Baptist 
Church • 

5:15 p.m. Western Recorder Press 
dinner, Cliff Hagan's, Franklin 
Square Shopping Center 

6 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Music As­
sociation banquet, First Baptist 
Church 

6 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Religious 
Education Association banquet, 
Capital Plaza Hotel 

6:30 p .m. Kentucky Baptist Direc­
tor of Missions Fellowship, George­
town (Ky.) College Cafeteria 

6:45 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Pas­
tor's Conference, Farnham Dudgeon 
Civic Center 

7:45 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Sing­
ing Women concert, First Baptist 
Church 

8:30 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Youth 
Minister's Association open house, 
Capital Plaza Hotel 

9 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Youth 
Minister's Association meeting, Cap­
ital Plaza Hotel 

TUESDAY,NOVEMBER14 

9 a.m. KENTUCKY BAPTIST 
CONVENTION, Farnham Dudgeon 
Civic Center 

11 :45 a.m. Annuitants luncheon, 
Capital Plaza Hotel (advance reser­
vations requested-contact : Annuity 
Department, KBC, Box 43433, Mid­
dletown, KY 40243, 502-245-4101) 

11 :45 a.ni. Kentucky Baptist 
Women in Ministry luncheon, Im­
manuel Baptist Church, 1075 Collins 
Ln. (shuttle available) 

12:15 p .m. Director of Missions ap­
preciation luncheon hosted by Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
Capital Plaza Hotel 

1:30 p.m. KENl'lJCKY BAPTIST 

CONVENTION, Farnham Dudgeon 
Civic Center 

5 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Minister's 
Wives dinner, First Baptist Church 
(transportation from Civic Center at 
4:45 p.m.---dinner reservations at $6 
must be made by Nov. 7 to Mrs. Julia 
Whitworth, 457 Versailles Rd., 
Frankfort, KY 40601) 

5: 30 p.m. Kentucky Baptist Histor­
ical Society dinner, Buck Run Baptist 
Church, Georgetown Rd. (reserva­
tions required) 

6:45 p .m. KENTUCKY BAPTIST 
CONVENTION, Farnham Dudgeon 
Civic Center • 

WEDNESDAY,NOVEMBER15 

7 a.m. Boyce Bible School break­
fast, Thornhill Baptist Church, 
Holmes and Dailey Ave. ($3 each) 

7:30 a.m. Cumberland College 
breakfast, Ramada Inn 

7:30 a.m. Georgetown College 
breakfast, Ballrooms A & B, Capital 
Plaza Hotel 

8 a.m. Campbellsville College 
breakfast, Governor's Mansion 

9:15 a.m. KENTUCKY BAPTIST 
CONVENTION, Farnham Dudgeon 
Civic Center 

12 noon Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary luncheon, 
Shoney's Restaurant, 1239 S. U. S. 
Hwy. 127 (reservations not required) 

12 noon Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary luncheon, Capital 
Plaza Hotel (order tickets in advance 
at $10 from Paul M. Welch, 527 Allen 
St., Owensboro, KY 42301) 

12:15 p.m. Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary luncheon, 
Capital Plaza Hotel (make advance 
reservations with Jerry R. Kibbons, 
Campbellsville College, Campbells­
ville, KY 42718) 

12:30 p.m. New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary luncheon, 
Capital Plaza Hotel 

1:45 p.m. KENTUCKY BAPTIST 
CONVENTION, Farnham Dudgeon 
Civic Center 

5:30 p.m. Bivocational Minister's 
Fellowship dinner, Capital Plaza 
Hotel 

7:15 p.m. KENTUCKY BAPTIST 
CONVENTION, Farnham Dudgeon 
Civic Center 

THURSDAY,NOVEMBER16 

9:15 a .m. KENTUCKY BAPTIST 
CONVENTION, Farnham Dudgeon 
Civic Center (convention adjourns at 
11:45 a.m.) 
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"Mission Kentucky": A Bold Mission effort at home 

Soon the messengers from ·nearly 2300 Southern ·· 
Baptist churches will converge on Frankfort for the 
annual meeting of the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion. Handshakes and hugs, song·s and celebrations, 
reports and resolutions, sermons and a little old 
fashioned Baptist politics will be the order of the 
day. 

If nothing else, meeting as a convention of 
churches should remind us that we are not like 
Elijah, sitting in a cave in the desert complaining 
about being alone in service to our Lord. We are a 
strong convention with an amazing and d~versified 
array of pastors, members, churches, missions and 
ministries. We should ·also be reminded that our 
sense of mission is indeed stronger· than any disa­
greement that might seek to separate us from the 
cooperative nature of our convention. 
- With an emphasis on cooperative missions in our 
minds, special attention should be giyen to the re­
port of the Direct Missions Department. In 1984 
the KBC adopted "Mission Kentucky" with a five­
year goal for starting 400 new churches, missions, 
Bible study points and satellite Sunday schools in 
the state of Kentucky. That program has been 
backed up with funds for salary support, rent sub­
sidy and long term, low interest loans for purchase 
of property. To date, 282 new starts have been re­
ported, and with a year to go, the goal is not out of 
reach. -

A recent publication of the Home Mission Board's 
Church Starting Index (a study on the population, 
number of churches and number of nonChristians 
in each county) indicates there is a continuing need 
for starting new churches and new mission points 
all over Kentucky. Strategy studies by the Direct 
Missions Department also call for a wide variety of 
new work starts in metropolitan areas, rural areas, 
and towns and villages. 

Both of these studies reveal a particular need for 
new work starts in the eastern part of the state. 

.According to the Church Starting Index five coun­
ties in Kentucky have only one Southern Baptist 
church: Elliot, Menifee, Morgan, Robertson and 
Wolfe. Bath, Nicholas and Rowan counties have 
only two Southern Baptist churches, and Johnson 
and Powell counties have only three. Residents 01. 

areas where there seems to be a Baptist church on 
every comer may be shocked at the absence of Bap-

tist churches in these areas. In addition, the report 
states that Christians outnumber nonChristiaris in 
only 30 of the 121 counties in Kentucky. An extreme 
example of this is Elliot County where there is only 
one New Testament church for every 4605 residents 
and 96.6 percent of the residents are nonChristians. 

The challenge is still before our convention. We 
are cooperating Baptists and it will take a coopera­
tive effort to place churches and mission points 
where they are needed most in our state. Our Direct 
Missions Department has ·demonstrated its ability 
to develop the strategy and provide the leadership 
to meet the task before us. It is up to the messengers 
to the KBC to return to their home churches with 
a clearly defined message about "Mission Ken­
tucky." 

Frankfort may not be the geographic center of 
the state but she is certain to become the "Mission 
Crossroads" for Kentucky Baptists, the place where 
we either .reaffirm our commitment to "Mission 
Kentucky" and the goal for starting new work in 
400 locations around this commonwealth, or the 
place where we walk away from our mission task. 

A plan for the future 
The "Mission Kentucky" plan will end Aug. 31, 

1990. Funds and support systems established for 
the program will end at that time. What's next? The 
KBC made a good move when it employed D. M. 
Aldridge, J. Bill Jones, Kerry Smith and Harold 
Wainscott as mission strategists and placed them 
in four geographic areas around the state. These 
men are close to the work, can give hands-on atten­
tion to new work projects and are easily accessible 
to churches and associations. They have been called 
upon to develop a strategy for strengthening the 
work we have seen begun during this five-year pro­
gram. They will also work toward developing a plan 
to encourage cooperation between churches as a 
way to make missions involvement possible for 
churches of all sizes. 

The mission field is where we live in Kentucky. 
The best strategy we will ever develop is on -the 
table before us-COOPERATIVE MISSIONS. 

Don Mantooth 
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Bill D. Whittaker 
President 
Clear Creek Baptist Bible College 
Pineville, KY 40977 

clear 
creek 
chronicle 

A check in the mail 
The Foxes' Den student center fills up 
each day at 10 a.m. with students 
checking the mailbox. Letters from 
family and friends bring news, encour­
agement and sometimes a needed check. 
Edgar Roberts, 1949 graduate, recently 
visited the campus and recalled a visit 
to the mailroom which was then located 
near Kelly Hall. Earlier in the day Mrs. 
Roberts told him, "Ed, if we don't get 
some money to get Loretta (daughter) 
some shoes I'm not going to Pineville 
First Baptist anymore. I'm embarrassed 
to take the poor thing down there 
without shoes." Roberts didn't know 
how to get any money but he did know 
how to pray and asked the Lord, "You 
didn't send us here for my children to 
go barefoot. You know the need Lord; 
just show me what to do." He went to 
the mailbox and inside was a letter from 
Middlesboro First Baptist with a $20 
check. "I could buy shoes for Loretta 
and all the kids!" 

After completing the three year 
program at Clear Creek Roberts moved 
to Detroit for a 21 year pastorate at 
Fairview Baptist. Without any or­
ganized Southern Baptist work in the 

. area, Roberts saw membership grow 
from 89 to over 100 and reached a 358 
average Sunday school attendance. 
After nearly six years at a Baptist camp 
and a mission, Roberts returned to 
Fairview as minister of education. This 
unique relationship was made possible 
by the supportive encouragement of 
pastor Mickey Nordin who succeeded 
Roberts in 1970. Mrs. Roberts died four 
years ago and he now lives with a 
daughter. "I still supply preach and do 
a little carpenter work. I am thankful 
for the Lord being with me and blessing 
the work." 

The Lord continues to bless our 
campus families through the gifts of 
churches, classes, mission groups and 
individuals. Our families work hard­
sometimes at two or three part time 
jobs; they don't want a hand out. But 
Christians who share enable them to 
keep going. One student recently gave 
me a check for another student; "We 
have enough and they need it so much." 

It is not uncommon at Clear Creek to 
hear testimonies of God sending the 
need as the prayer request is uttered. 
The Father knows! 
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mountains to the mississippi 
. . m1ss1ons 

Paul and Diane Davidson 

Lee and Deborah Warf have been ap­
pointed missionaries to Venezuela by 
the Foreign Mission Board. They will 
work in church development and out­
reach. 

Warf is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bronston Warf of Elizabethtown. He 
considers Severns Valley Baptist 
Church his home church. He received a 
BA degree form Georgetown (Ky.) Col­
lege; he also holds a MRE degree from 
Southwestern Seminary, Ft. Worth, 
Tex. 

Mrs. VTarf, formerly Deborah Bucha­
nan, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Don 
Buchanar. of Elizabethtown-. She con­
siders Cecilia (Ky.) Baptist Church her 
home church. She holds a BS degree 
from Texas Wesleyan College, Ft. 
Worth, and attended University of Ken­
tucky, Lexington. 

The Foreign Mission Board announced 
the appointment of Paul and Diane 
Davidson as missionaries to Nigeria. 
The Davidsons will be involved in out­
reach ministries and Davidson will 
teach church music at Lhe Nigerian Bap­
tist Seminary. 

Dav'.dson has been instructor of music 
at Southern Seminary, Louisville, and 
associate pastor of music and education 
at Bullitt Lick Baptist Church, 
Shepherdsville. He is the son of Harriet 
Davidson and the late Robert Davidson. 
He holds a BS degree from Michigan 
State University, East Lansing; a MDiv 
from Northern Baptist Seminary, Lorn- . 
bard, ID.; a ThMfrom Lutheran School 
of Theology, Chicago; aiad a MCM from 
Southern Seminary, Louisville. 

Mrs. Davidson, formerly Diane Hill, 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Hill of Brandenburg. Rockford Lane 
Baptist Church, Louisville, is her home 

church. She holds a BA degree from 
Eastern Kentucky University, 
Richmond, and a MA degree from Uni­
versity of Louisville. She has been a 
teacher at Pleasure Ridge Park High 
School, Louisville. 

John East, Ohio River Association direc­
tor of missions, leaves Nov. 1 for a mis­
sion trip to Uganda. He will spend two 
weeks teaching at the International 
Baptist Seminary, Jinja. He will also be 
preaching and witnessing to students. 

Waddy Baptist Church, Shelby Associa­
tion, heard members Ernie and Joyce 
Cloyd report about their mission trip to 
Brazil. The Cloyds were members of the 
first evangelistic team sent to the coun­
try with which Kentucky Baptists have 
formed a partnership. 

associations 

Henry County Association is sponsoring 
a divorce recovery seminar Nov. 7, 14, 
21 and 28. The event will be held at the 
Henry County Public Library in Emi­
nence-not in Campbellsville as previ­
ously reported. 

During the annual meeting of Daviess­
McLean-Association, Charles Parks was · 
elected ipoderator. The asso~iation also 
reported that the number of baptisms 
increased 40% . over the past year. 

congregations 

Liberty Baptist Church, Little Bethel 
Association, held a churchwide Sunday 
school rally Oct. 11. The event, attended 
by 189 people, took place aboard the 
Executive Queen Riverboat docked in 
Owensboro. Doyle Eddings is pastor. 

Hartford Baptist Church, Ohio County 
Association, surpassed its goal for Oct. 
8 Sunday school high attendance day. 
The church sought 200 and 237 were 
present. It was the highest attendance • 
since 1973. David Bullock is pastor. 

Bedford Baptist Church, Sulphur Fork 
Association, reports a successful 1988-
89 church year. The church gained 45 
new members and experienced the fas­
test Sunday school growth in the asso­
ciation with an increast of 18%. The 
church also called two new staff mem­
bers: Stuart Clem is minister of music, 
and Scott Thrailkill is minister of youth. 
The church is pastored by Kevin Shrum. 

First Baptist Church, Russell, Greenup 
Association, .broke ground for its com­
pletely new physical plant. The $750,000 
project will relocate the church, cur­
rently in a downtown area, to a subur­
ban area. The new sanctuary will seat 
300 and is designed for easy expansion 
that could double its size if needed. 
Chris Johnson is pastor. 

personnel 

M. Keith Tingle accepted the pastorate 
of Owingsville Baptist Church, Bracken 
Association. 

Tommy Brown resigned as pastor of 
. Olive Baptist Church, Blood River Asso­
ciation. 

Mike Nolen is no longer minister of 
music at Bellview Baptist Church, West 
Union Association. 

, Gamaliel Baptist Church, Monroe Asso­
ciation, called H. Kenneth Dick as n~w 
pastor. He leaves Davis Memorial Bap­
tist Church, Long Run Association. 

Washington Street Baptist Church, 
West Union Association, is now pas­
tored by Kent Johnson. 

Ed Trammell is new pastor of Wice Bap­
tist Church, West Union Association. 

Louis Shepherd resigned as director of 
missions of Freedom Associaiton. How­
ever, he remains in the position in Rus­
sell and Wayne County associations. 

Hank Cayce is new pastor of Bainbridge 
Grove Baptist Church, Christian County 
Association. 

Tim Johnston accepted the call as minis­
ter of music and youth at Liberty Baptist 
Church, Little Bethel Association. 

Western Baptist Hospital, Paducah, an­
nounced the employment of a new direc­
tor of pastoral care. Gary Bennett is re­
placing Harley C. Dixon who is retiring 
aftei: _27 years at the position. 

-Bennett is a graduate of Lexington 
. (Ky.) Baptist College and received mas­
ter's and doctorate degrees from South­
ern Seminary, Louisville. He leaves 
Baptist Regional Medical Center, Cor­
bin. 

Ben and Henrietta Taylor celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary Nov. 4. 
A reception .in their honor is planned 
for that day at Hall Street Baptist 
Church, Owensboro, Daviess-McLean 
Association. The reception begins at 2 
p.m .. Taylor has been pastor of several 
churches in Kentucky. 

Ben and Henrietta Taylor 

ordinations 

Lewis Lane Baptist Church, Daviess­
McLean Association, ordained Eugene 
Howard to the ministry. Howard is pas­
tor of Hopewell Baptist Church in the 
association and is an employe of Baptist 
Book Store, Owensboro. Lewis Lane is 
pastored by James Gentry. 

Ed Adair, Frank Atkins and Garland 
Young were ordained deacons at First 
Baptist Church, Williamsburg, Mt. Zion 
Association. Harold Mauney is pastor. 

Twelfth Street Baptist Church, West 
Union Association, ordained Glenn 
Young a deacon. David Wilkerson is 
pastor. 
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fourth 
estate 
Behind closed doors 
An 85-page memo received by trustees 
_of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary from their chairman in late 
September offered immediate visual 
proof that something was astir. 

The mailing contained documents 
alleging that president Russell H. Dil­
day Jr. had engaged in "political activ­
ity." It was sent to the trustees shortly 
before an October board meeting. 

The_ chairman introduced the strong 
possibility of an ·"executive session" as 
the trustees met. (This later transpired.) 
In plain English, that means the exclu­
sion of anyone who isn't a trustee-sup­
porting Baptist constituency, press, 
faculty, staff, students, alumni, 
donor~verybody. 

Is. this the way Baptists want to do 
business? Is this what Dilday prefers? 

On the contrary, he stated that only 
in d~licate matters which might embar­
rass someone should the doors be closed. 
"I V\Tould not be embarrassed if this is 
discussed," said Dilday in an Oct. 10 
account in Western Recorder. "I hope 
the board will not vote to make it a 
clos~d session because I think Baptists 
hav~ every right to be fully informed 
about the work of their institutions." 

Right you are, sir. We gave them birth, 
we own them, we affirm them, we 
support them-some with our sons and 
daughters as well as our tithes and 
offerings. They are accountable to us for 
everything they do. We have the right 
to know how they are managed, who's 
calling the shots, what decisions are 
made and the full implications of those 
deci~ions. 

In the last few years there has been a 
growing trend by the boards of SBC 
agencies and institutions toward more 
and more execut1.ve sessions. Are we too 
fragile to handle the facts? Must we be 
prot~cted from ourselves? 

For as long as I've been a Christian 
journalist I've heard the phrase Tell the 
truth and trust the people. I believe 
most Baptists in the pulpits and pews 
still want to know what is happening 
and are capable of dealing with it 
responsibly. 

Have you ever entered a darkened 
room where you had earlier seen 
roaches? When you turned on a light, 
they fled into the shadows because they 
feared the exposure. 

It seems all too true that some leaders 
are like that. They carry out insidious 
schemes when out of the spotlight; 
sometimes completely undetected until 
foul deeds are done. 

Southwestern escaped this time, but 
other B~ptist ·entities have not been as 
fortunate. Perhaps Baptist state news­
papers can serve no greater purpose 
than to pursue the truth-whatever it 
is-and bring it to light, trusting Bap­
tists to react with integrity. 

• Pennies are 'W'orth a lot for KBHC says 
LaFayette Baptist Church, Hopkinsville 
by Beth W. Prassel 

Although most Kentucky Baptist 
churches won't begin collecting money 
for Baptist Homes for Children until 
time for the annual Thanksgiving offer­
ing in November, members of LaFayette 
.Baptist Church have been raising money 
for the homes since September with 
their own campaign. 

Garry Thomas, pastor, is leading the 
church to save pennies for a "Going the 
Extra Mile" campaign. LaFayette 

church, near Hopkinsville, has set a goal 
to collect enough pennies to make a mile. 
"Laid end .to end," says Thomas "that 
is about 85,000 pennies ($850)." 

Thomas does not take credit for the 
original idea of a penny campaign, al­
though he says he wishes he could. He 
got the idea when he read in a news­
paper column about a church involving 
its children in a penny drive. 

Thomas liked the idea and suggested 
it to his own church. Although the cam­
paign was originally planned to involve 

Farmdale Baptist, Frankfort: 
it's a church on the move 
by Kima Jude, State Correspondent 

Farmdale Baptist Church in Frankfort 
lately refers to itself as a church on the 
move. , 

In their brief eight-year history, the 
congregation has moved many times. 

The church initially met in a 
warehouse. Then it worshipped in a 
barn. Three years ago the church opted 
for permanence with the completion of 
a new house of worship located on U. S. 
127,.a major highway artery in the state, 
putting the church in a prime position 
with high visibility. 

But today the congregation, on the 
move once again, meets in a local high 
school. And their house of worship no 1 

longer rests in the same location. 
It now sets some yards away from 

where it was built, picked up and moved , 
a short distance away to make room for 
the revamped three-lane highway that 
would have passed right through its 
center. 

Pastor Tony Stennett, who has just 
finished only his third month at Farm­
dale, got to worship in the church just 
one week before the doors were locked. 

"One of the first things shared was 
that the church has been in transition 
since it began," says Stennett, who is a 
native of Alabama but arrived in 
Frankfort via LaCenter, Ky. 

Stennett says he was aware of the im­
pending church move when he arrived ! 
on the scene, but the church had not ' 

foreseen· the highway rennovations 
when it was built. 

But what might have been a disaster 
for a church was not. It's been a blessing. 

When the state appraised the building 
and property, purchasing four and a half 
acres for its use, it worked to the advan­
tage of the church, according to Sten­
nett. With the $35,000 that changed 
hands the church was able to pay off 
the debt on its current building, pay for 
the facility's relocation and have enough 
money left over to proceed with trans­
forming their current facility into edu­
cational space and build a new 
sanctuary. 

"We feel very strongly the Lord has 
some positive growth out of this, and 
it's helping us grow closer together as a 
church," Stennett says. 

Many church members are losing 
homes to the road construction as well, 
according to Stennett. He said the con­
gregation, which averages 50-55 in Sun­
day school, is comprised of a variety of 
persons from all walks of life. 

The congregation plans to be back in 
the building by early November. To re­
locate the building, all of its contents 
had to be emptied, so furnishings must 
be replaced, electricity, water and sew­
age restored. 

But Stennett is optimistic about the 
church's outlook. "We feel very posi­
tively the Lord is going to use it in some 
way." 

It's a church on the move. 

The congregation of Farmdale Baptist Church in Frankfort was forced to move its 
three-year-old sanctuary when road construction would have demolished it. 

children, the idea "looked as if it was 
going to be so good and so big that we 
wanted to involve everyone," says 
Thomas. The church council decided to 
establish a church-wide campaign. 

"We made our own rules as we went 
along," he says. 

On the first Sunday of the campaign, 
"I just had everybody stand up and 
empty their pockets. We caught every­
body off guard," laughs Thomas. 

To highlight the campaign, the church 
invited a KBHC staff member ,to speak 
in the morning worship service Oct. 8. 
Robin Oldham, director, Development/ 
Communications Services, spoke about 
the ministry and funding of the homes. 

Thomas says Oldham's message 
stimulated a lot of people because many 
of them had no idea what the children's 
homes were like. He noted that one of 
Oldham's most effective comments dealt 
with immediate care for children. 
Thomas believes it is important that we 
"take care of people's needs right now 
without going through a lot of 'red 
tape."' 

Nov. 26 the campaign will end with a 
demonstration. "We're going to physi­
cally lay the pennies out on the high­
way," explains Thomas. "We.will start 
in front of the church and go away from 
the church for a mile. We want to stretch 
them out so people can see what the 
value of a 'worthless' penny really is." 

Thomas expects television ~nd news­
paper coverage for the mile-long display 
of pennies. : 

Why go. to all this trouble~ Thomas 
believes when you "physica,lly man­
handle the money .. . you havre a better 
understanding why you're do~ng it and 
you don't forget it quite so ea,sily." 

For Thomas and approxim,ia.tely 160 
resident members of LaFayette Baptist 
Church, raising $850 really is '\going the 
extra mile." Obviously, marny other 
larger churches have more finances to 
complete such a project. "It's going to 
put a strain on our people," he says. 

But Thomas believes his church has a 
responsibility to support the children's 
homes. Because most of h~s church 
members do not see the direct. results of 
KBHC's ministry, "It'seasyfotustosay, 
'Somebody else can take carei of it," he 
says. "But we've got just as imuch re­
sponsibility in our part of th~ state (as 
anyone)." 

Thomas hopes the campaigh will en­
courage other churches to con9-uct simi­
lar money raising projects for the chil­
dren's homes. "After all," he concludes, 
"(the children) are our future." 

Baptist East offers 
classes for diabetics 
Baptist Hospital East in St. Matthews 
is offering diabetic outpatient classes 
Monday-Thursday, Nov. 13-16, 7-9 p.m. 
in the hospital's board room on the first 
floor. The classes review control for per­
sons previously diagnosed with diabetes 
and reinforce physicians' orders for in­
dividuals newly diagnosed. 

A fee of $15 will be charged to cover 
cost of materials. 

Friends and family are invited. Pre­
registration is required by calling the 
Baptist Hospital East information 
center at 897-8131. 
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Oakland pastor narrowly e_~c-~pes road collapses 
by Jim Newton 

Oakland Baptist pastor K. David John­
son forever will remember Oct .. 1 7. 

Only by the "mercy of God" did he 
escape being on the Bay Bridge between 
Oakland and San Francisco when it col­
lapsed at 5:04 p.m., when a major earth­
quake hit. 

Normally at that time on Tuesday, 
Johnson is crossing the bridge or driv­
ing along Interstate 880 from Oakland 
to San Francisco to teach a 6 p.m. semi­
nary extension class in San Francisco. 

For more than 18 hours, his wife, 
daughter and members of Koinonia 
Baptist Church in Oakland were afraid 
he had been killed on the Bay Bridge or 
in the collapse of a mile-long section of 
Interstate 880 that claimed the lives of 
an estimated 85 people. 

Looking back on the experience three 
days after the earthquake, Johnson said 
he wasn't sure who was most 
frightened-his wife and church family 
or himself. 

Because of the world series game that 
day, Johnson decided to leave early for 
the trip from his church in Oakland to 
Galilee Baptist Church in San Fran­
cisco. He teaches classes in church his­
tory and evangelism each Monday and 
Tuesday night through Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Johnson crossed the Bay E.cidge an 
hour before the earthquake hit and was 
visiting with a fellow pastor , Henry 
Davis, at First Union-Baptist Church in 
San Francisco. Both a1 e black churches 
affiliated ' .. i. th the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

First Union church survived the 
quake with no major damage, but it was 
a terrifying experienct· for both Davis 
and Johnson. The church is located less 
than a mile due south of the Marina sec­
tion that erupted into a blazing inferno 
which shocked thousands of television 
viewers nationwide. 

Roads in the area were blocked. 
Johnson was afraid to move his car. He 
and Davis did not know how bad the 
earthquake was and decided to wait in­
side the church until power was restored 
and telephones were activated. 

Fire and police sirens were blaring 
everywhere. They felt helpless, utterly 
dependent upon God, Johnson said . 

Finally, at 3 a.m., power was restored 
at the church, allowing Johnso,1 and 
Davis to get the first radio reports on 
how bad the damage really was. 

Johnson worried about the safety of 
his wife, Debra, and his 5-year-old 
daughter, Shannon. But he could not 
telephone to let them know he was safe 
or find out about their safety. 

It wasn't until 11 a.m. that he was able 
to get his car out of the blocked streets, 
cross the Golden Gate Bridge, and find 
a telephone not far from Golden Gate 
Seminary to call his wife. 

All night long church members had 
been calling her, asking about their pas­
tor's safety. Many members prayed for 
him all night. Most feared the worst. 

"Some people actually counted me 
among the dead," Johnson said. "My 
wife was almost hysterical." 

VVhen he got hoine and saw the video 
reruns of the bridge and interstate he 
had driven on just before the earthquake 
hit, Johnson was dumbfounded. 

"I realized that but for the mercy of 
God, I could have been on the bridge or 
the 880 freeway at that very _moment," 
he said. 

Seeing the damage tq the double 

~~~· 

J --

Three rescue workers head toward the 1-880 Nimitz Freeway in Oakland following 
the devastating earthquake that collapsed the upper level onto the freeway below. 
Southern Baptists have established a counseling center for residents, rescue workers, 
police and volunteers at White Oak Grove Baptist Church just four blocks away 
from the freeway. 

decker freeway three days later was an 
emotional experie. ~e. "It makes you 
think about judgr.-,ent day," he ob­
served. "The people on the freeway 
didn't have a chance. Within 15 seconds 
after the quake began, the upper level 
of the interstate crushed their cars and 
their lives in an instant." 

About 10 members of Koinonia 
church have called their pastor, asking 
him to pray for them as they struggle 
with questions raised by the earth­
quake. Most of them, he said, are asking 
the question, "Why?" 

One member of his church, Michael 
Williams, witnessed the one-mile sec­
tion of interstate collapse in Oakland. 
Williams had gone to pick up his wife 
and baby as usual, and instead of driv­
ing on I-880 decided to take an alternate 
rome beneath the elevated freeway. 
When the earthquake hit, he watched in 
horror as the upper deck crashed onto 
the lower deck. 

"They don't teach you how to handle 
situations like this in seminary," he 
commented. "Even if they did, you 
couldn't be prepared." 

Russell First Baptist Church 
breaks ground for the future · 
by Glenn Mollette 
State Correspondent 

First Baptist Church, Russell, broke 
ground Sept. 10 for a complete new 
physical plant. The groundbreaking was 
the result of many years of planning and 
preparation by the church to relocate 
from its present downtown location on 
the Ohio River to Ashland Drive in sub­
urban Ashland. 

The new plant will cost about 

$750,llvv cilld will provide space for 
about 300 in worship. 

Pastor Chris Johnson noted: "The best 
thing about the entire project is what 
the building program has done for the 
spirit of our church. We had 30 additions 
last year and our giving has been excel­
lent with $370,000 pledged in a 'To­
gether We Build' campaign." 

The new facility under construction 
by Goodman Church Builders, Joplin, 
Mo., is expected to be completed in one 
year. 

Plans foi: FBC .R~!iSeU's new ch_urch building. 

Curti1 c. Mooney 
Pre1ident 
10801 Shelbyville Road 
Middletown, KY 40243 

homes 
for 
children 

A special day 

Last week we had a special evening for 
Baptist Homes for Children. We held 
our first President's Dinner and 
awarded the first V. V. Cooke award. 
The dinner was our way of saying thank 
you to some special friends. 

Our board voted in July to create an 
annual award named in honor of V. V. 
Cooke, a layman who worked long and 
hard in the late forties and fifties to 
bring Glen Dale Children's Home and 
Spring Meadows Children's Home 
together under one board. He was the 
first president of that board and Cooke 
Hall on the Spring Meadows campus is 
named for him. 

The award is to be given annually to • 
an individual who has made a special 
contribution in the spirit of V. V. 
Cooke's dedication and support of our 
work. 

This year's recipient was Ken Hall, 
chairman of Hall Contracting Corpora­
tion, a major construction firm in 
Kentucky and some 16 other states. Hall 
is a past president of the board of -
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
and has been a very generous donor to 
our work. 

In addition to his generous financial 
• support, Hall has helped with several 

campus construction problems at Glen 
Dale and Spring Meadows. At Glen 
Dale he provided bulldozers for our 
staff to use, as well as trucks and drivers 
to move hay from Beaver Dam to our 
campus. He also set the 4-H farm 
program underway. Any time he was 
consulted, he was eager to listen and 
provide help. 

Ken Hall has also been very active 
with the Boy Scouts and is past presi­
dent of the Old Kentucky Home Council 
of the Boy Scouts of America. He is also 
a trustee of Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Louisville. A former 
school teacher, Ken Hall is a successful 
businessman and a special friend to 
children. 

Tim Isaacs, a Glen Dale graduate and 
currently a student at Georgetown, 
brought his testimony in song and 
Kenneth Chafin, pastor of Walnut 
Street Baptist Church, Louisville, 
brought the first President's Dinner 
address. Walnut Street was the found­
ing church of our ministry back in 1669. 

It was a very special evening in the 
life of our work and we are grateful to 
so many for making the evening possi­
ble. 

' 
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baptist new briefs 
SBC budget ends year 
with $137.3 million 
The Cooperative Program ministry 
budget closed its fiscal year with re­
ceipts of $137,332,523, announced 
Harold C. Bennett. president and trea­
surer of the convention's · Executive 
Committee. 

"This is $2,544,980 more than was re­
ceived last fiscal year and we are grate­
ful for the increase," he said. The 
budget's fiscal year runs Oct.1-Sept. 30. 

The 1988-89 Cooperative Program re­
ceived $2,544,981 more than the previ­
ous year's budget, for a 1.89 percent in­
crease, Bennett reported. 

The Cooperative Program's basic 
operating budget goal was 
$137,610,000. Receipts were $227,477 
below that goal, marking the first time 
since 1984-85 that the Cooperative Pro­
gram has not reached its basic operating 
budget. 

The Cooperative Program's gain over 
the previous year was 1.89 percent, less 
than half the U. S. inflation rate, which 
has been hovering around 5 percent. 

The $137,332,523 total will be the . 
maximum 1990-91 Cooperative Pro­
gram goal. (BP) 

Bay area needs money 
more than manpower 
Two days after being jolted by a major 
earthquake, Southern Baptist leaders in 
in the San Francisco Bay area said they 
will need money more than manpower 
for immediate disaster relief and 

·1=1eanup. • 
A mobile feeding unit from the Texas 

Baptist Men organization had left Dal­
las the afternoon of Oct. 18 headed for 
San Francisco but turned around at 
Santa Rosa, N. M. Units from Texas, Ok­
lahoma, Louisiana and Missouri that 
were on standby also were released. 

Red Cross officials notified the South­
ern Baptist Brotherhood Commission 
that mass feeding was not needed be­
cause the most serious earthquake dam­
age was concentrated in small areas, al­
lowing local volunteers to handle feed­
ing operations adequately. 

"The response from other state con­
ventions has been phenomenal," said 
Edd Brown, Baptist Men director for the 

-=- - Here's Hope. 
-=- - Jesus cares for you. 
~ ® 1990 SHnultaneous Reviwl Emrmsis 
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California Southern Baptist Conven­
·tion, who is coordinating Southern Bap­
tist response in the bay area. "Right 
now, we are in a status of trying to de­
termine the real needs. 

"The greatest need here is for money," 
added Larry Fisher, director of missions 
for East Bay Baptist Association, which 
encompasses Oakland, where a portion 

__, of-Interstate 880 collapsed. "None of the 
,1• chwches hlive ·, earthquake; insurance, 

and we will have to finda,w,.ayto repface 
and repair buildings.'' ; ' • • 

Southern Baptists who wish to assist 
California's earthquake victims should 
send contributions to the Home Mission 
Board, designated for California disas­
ter relief. (BP) 

State Baptists surveyed 
· on pastoral leadership 

Approximately 1000 Kentucky pastors 
and lay leaders are being asked to par­
ticipate in a survey this fall that seeks 
their opinions on effective pastoral 
leadership. 

The survey is a joint effort by the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis­

. ville. It is intended to help Southern 
Baptists better understand the qualities 
and characteristics of good pastors, 
identify pastors who are seen as par­
ticularly capable and determine the best 
ways for Southern Baptists to nurture 
those who are called to be pastors, said 
project director Daniel 0. Aleshire, pro-
• fessor of psychology and Christian edu­
cation and director of professional 
studies at Southern Seminary. 

The pastors and lay leaders are from 
200 churches that were chosen at ran­
dom, he said. In addition, state conven­
tion staff members, Baptist Student 
Union directors/campus ministers and 
religion professors in Baptist colleges 
are participating in the survey. 

• Southern Baptists in eight states are 
involved in the survey which is the first 
of several activities of a research and 
program development grant awarded to 
Southern Seminary from the Lilly En­
dowment Inc. It is one of 10 grants to 
different denominations or seminaries • 
to identify ways to nurture quality can­
didates for the ministry. 

Fired prof files suit 
against Dilday, SWBTS 
A former professor at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, fired in 
1985, has filed suit against the seminary 
and its president, Russell Dilday. 

T. Farrah Patterson, the only tenured 
professor to be fired in the history of 
the Ft. Worth, Tex. seminary, filed suit 
in 352nd District Court in Ft. Worth Oct. 
19, alleging he ·had been deprived-of his 
livelihood a:nd suffered· sell/'ere mental 
anguish. 

Patterson was fired on a 27-2 vote of 
seminary trustees Oct. 22, 1985. In the 
March 1985 meeting of trustees, Dilday 
brought a six-point charge against Pat­
terson, then associate professor of 
preaching and communication. Patter­
son had been on the seminary faculty 
since 1969. 

Dilday's charges alleged political im­
plications by Patterson and alleged the 
professor was a "profane man," a poor 
teacher, insubordinate and a poor 
churchman and that he had made an 
"intentional distortion of the truth." 
The political controversy in the South­
ern Baptist Convention was featured in 
the discussion of Dilday's charges. 

Trustees voted in the March : 1985 

meeting 19-12 to fire Patterson, two 
short of the required two-thirds major­
ity needed. • After the meeting, three 
members of the seminary administra­
tion devised a "reengagement" process 
designed to return Patterson to the 
classroom. He had been suspended prior 
to the board meeting. 

The matter came before the trustees 
again in their October 1985 meeting. 

·- Trustee Chairman J. Drew Gunnells, a 
pastor from Mobile, Ala., reported Pat­
terson, then 52, would not follow the 
plan and would not meet with the ad­
ministration about it. Trustees voted to 
fire Patterson for his failure to respond 
to the "reengagement" process, and they 
did not act on Dilday's original charges. 

The suit alleges Dilday was "moti­
vated by his personal animosity" toward 
Patterson and wrongfully interfered 
with the professor's employment. It said 
Dilday caused the loss "of past and fu­
ture wages and benefits," as well as the 
"infliction of severe mental anxiety." It 
seeks compensatory damages "the full 
extent of which is not known to plaintiff 
at this time," as well as "exemplary 
damages as a punishment to defendant 
Dilday and to deter his similar wrongful 
conduct in the future." The seminary, 
the suit said, "wrongfully breached and 
terminated plaintiff's contractual ten­
ured employment agreement .... " 

Dilday and seminary officials de­
clined to comment on the suit until they 
have talked with legal counsel. Semi­
nary officials said legal papers had not 
yet been served. (BP) 

California Baptists help 
earthquake victims cope 
Southern Baptists shaken by shock 
waves of the Oct. 17 "world series" 
earthquake are seeking to shore up un­
stable spiritual foundations in northern 
California. 

"Baptists are praying that the earth­
quake will wake Californians up to their 
ne_ed for God," said Larry Fisher, direc­
tor of missions for East Bay Baptist As­
sociation in Oakland. 

During the association's annual meet­
ing just three days after the earthquake 
Fisher said he hoped the earthquake 
also would awaken Southern Baptists 
in California to the challenge of minis­
tering to people in need on a consistent, 

·, year-around basis. , .. • 
Don Dent, a retired electrician who 

directs the emergency ·food distribution 
ministry of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Hayward, Cal., commented that 
thousands of hungry people in the bay 
area face a disaster every day of the year, 
but Baptists don't realize it or do much 
about it. 

Dan Cookson, church and community 
ministries director for East Bay Asso­
ciation, challenged church members in 
the association to respond to the oppor­
tunities for ministry that the earthquake 
had provided. 

Fisher said Baptists immediately set 
up seven collection points for food, 
blankets, tents and generators, and 
shipped a truckload to assist people less 
fortunate in the Santa Cruz and Wat­
sonville areas south of Oakland. 

To help people handle the psycholog­
ical stress of dealing with the trauma of 
the earthquake, Cookson arranged for 
Baptists to provide counseling services 
at White Oak Grove Baptist Church in 
Oakland. Cookson said the church and 
association will provide counseling not 
only for residents of the area but for 
rescue workers, police and volunteers. 

Baptist churches in the area miracu- , 
lously escaped major damage. The needs 

appear to be greatest not in the big cities 
of Oakland and San Francisco but in 
the smaller towns of Los Gatos, Santa 
Cruz, Hollister and Watsonville to the 
south. 

In Watsonville Arthur Road Baptist 
Church offered its facilities as a housing 
shelter for families whose homes were 
destroyed in the area. Only one South­
ern Baptist church in the region was de­
clared structurally unsafe and closed by 
building inspectors-First Baptist 
Church of Freedom, a small · town just 
north of Watsonville about 40 miles 
south of San Jose. (BP) 

;/3 students belong to 
a church, but J/3 attend 
About two-thirds of the nation's college 
students claim membership in a church 
or synagogue but far fewer attend wor­
ship services regularly or participate in 
campus religious organizations, accord­
ing to a recent Gallup poll. 

Among students surveyed 67 percent 
said they belong to a church or 
synagogue. Female students outnum­
bered male students in claiming church 
membership by a margin of 72 percent 
to 62 percent. 

Students in the South (76 percent) and 
Midwest (72 percent) are more likely to 
say they belong to a church than stu­
dents in the West (49 percent) or East 
(64 percent). 

But only 34 percent of all students 
surveyed said they attend rehgious ser­
vices on a weekly basis. Of the remain­
der, 18 percent said they attend worship 
services about monthly, 25 percent said 
they attend a few times a year and 23 
percent said they almost never attend. 

Young women (39 percent) are more 
likely to attend church on a regular basis 
th,m young men (30 percent), according 
to the poll. Lowerclassmen (36 percent) 
also are more likely to attend than up­
perclassmen (30 percent). 

Only 12 percent of the students sur­
veyed said they participate in a campus 
religious organization. (BP) 

Poll says TV evangelists 
have lost much respect 
Public opinion of television evangelists 
is at an all time low, according to a new 
Gallup poll. 

A large majority of the American pub­
lic now believes television evangelists 
are untrustworthy in dealing with 
money, do not have a special relation­
ship with God and are uncaring, dishon­
est and insincere. 

Of the people surveyed, 79 percent 
said television evangelists cannot be 
trusted with money given them by 
donors. That number contrasts with 
only 36 percent who agreed with that 
position in 1980. 

During the same nine-year period the 
number of people who said they believe 
teievision evangelists have a special re­
lationship with God d~creased from 47 
percent to 23 percent. • 

But survey responses did not reveal a 
lower evaluation of organized religion 
as a whole. Three in 10 Americans said 
they have a "great deal" of confidence 
in organized religion, 22 percent have 
"quite a lot" of confidence, 26 percent 
have "some" confidence and 20 percent 
have "very little" or no confidence. · 

The harshest critics of the television 
evangelists tended to be whites who are 
under age 50, have a college degree, are 

. middle or upper .income and live in the 
East. (BP) ·,. ,. 



Youth directors blamed 
for teen deficiencies 
Southern Baptists stand to lose a gener­
ation se.eking careers in Christian minis­
try and need to prepare for leaner days 
if the trend is not reversed, a denomina­
tional social worker warned. 

Anne Davis, dean of the School of 
Social Work at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, said 
the downturn can be traced to recent 
years when church youth directors be­
came more concerned with entertaining 
young people than challenging them 
with a sacrificial life of Christian minis­
try. 

"When we shifted our youth programs 
from Bible study to entertainment and 
pizza parties, we lost an entire genera­
tion who no longer has the commitment 
to ministry," she told a group of Baptist 
center workers meeting in Louisville. 

"Too many young people today want 
a youth minister who will take them on 
more trips and plan more activities," she 

~ told the workers representing Baptist 
centers in· 14 states. 

The downtrend will not be reversed 
until youth directors begin to instill a 
higher level of commitment and a dedi­
cation to Christian ministry in the lives 
of young people, Miss Davis said. 

The problem does not stop with a lack 
of future ministers and lay volunteers 
but also will show up in lower levels of 
giving to fund budgets for churches and 
the denomination. Miss Davis said: 
"Whatever happened to tithing? We 
have so many alternate ways of raising 
funds for.mission· trips that when these 
young people get to be adults, they're 
going to think the way you support your 
church or home missionaries is through 
bake sales and car washes." 

Consequently, a lack of financial 
means to funds missions "may very well 
spell our doom as a denomination long 
before our theological differences," she 
predicted. (BP) • 

First term missionary 
succumbs to hepatitis 

The Bissa people number some 750,000 
and are considered by missiologists to 
have only minimal exposure to the 
Christian gospel. 

After her husband's death, Mrs. Not­
tingham reportedly told a fellow mis­
sionary that she has had a call to mis­
sions since childhood and hopes some­
day to return to the mission field. 

Survivors include his wife and three 
children, Jeremy, 10, Kaci, 7, and 
Zachary, 1. Other survivors include his. 
parents, John and Bobbie ·Nottingham 
of Waco, a brother and sister. (BP) 

Coed plan to let teens 
do mission action work 
Southern Baptists' first coeducational 
missions education/action program for 
youth was approved at the October 
meeting of the denomination's Brother­
hood Commission. 

Targeted for youth from age 15 
through high school seniors, the new 
program is called World Changers­
Southern Baptist youth making a differ­
ence. It consists of 10 training sessions, 
typically led by a local church'-s youth 
leadership, and culminates in a nine­
day missions project. 

"If we are going to function in today's 
culture, we have to function in a coedu­
cational environment," said Brother­
hood Commission president James 'H. 
Smith. 

"Involving Baptist teenagers in a pro­
ject of the magnitude of World Changers 
can help shape a world view out of 
which eomesa heightened :receptivity to 
ongoing missions education and partici­
pation," said De1lanna O'Brien, South­
ern Baptist Woman's Missionary Union 
president. 

World , Changers will be piloted next 
summer with churches in _Tennessee's 
Shelby Baptist Association, where the 
Brotherhood Commission is located. 

Two· hundred ·y.outh are expected to 
participate .in a summer project tenta­
tively slated for Appalachia. Long range 
plans call for three national projects 
each summer and one international pro-

B N tt. h f' t t S th ject. Each would require up -to 400 arry o mg am, a irs erm ou - th 
e1:11 Baptist missiona~ to Burkina Faso, yo;rotherhood officials said World 
died O_ct. ~3 of hepati!1s and subsequent Changers will enhance existing High 
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H' d 't' d t · t d · dl O t Royal Ambassador and Acteen pro-
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21 and he was flown from Ouagadougou, . ,· • . . , 
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Besson's session was one of eight con­
ferences sponsored nationwide this fall 
by the Baptist Sunday School Board's 
Family Ministry Department. 

"What are the priorities of marriage?" 
Besson asked his audience, about 550 
~ouples. 

"My mind always begins with wor­
ship," he answered. The second priority 
is one of relationship, Besson said, 
focusing primarily on the relatioIJ.ship 
between spouses. 

"Don't you ever get so busy at church 
that you forget your mate," he warned. 
"Don't let your job ever be so important 
you can't say no to your boss to say yes 
to your mate. Wives, don't marry the 
children. Put your husband first, and let 
the children flow from that." 

He suggested couples affirm each 
other verbally; "get out of the rut" by 
doing things that are "a little unusual," 
such as trying new restaurants or taking 
trips together; and "celebrate physi­
cally," realizing "the sexual relation­
ship is a celebration of the one-flesh 
principle" of the Bible. (BP) 

Veteran seminarian 
John Seelig retiring 

Parks next target? 
Trustees displeased 
The appointment of William R. O'Brien 
as a top special assistant to the president 
of the Foreign Mission Board drew pro­
test in a letter from 28 of the board's 89 
trustees in October. 

FMB president R. Keith Parks disa­
greed strongly with contents of the letter 
in a point by point written response to 
all 89 trustees Oct. 24 . 

The letter to Parks, sent to him by 
trustee Bob Claytor of Rome, Ga., on 
behalf of the signers, listed five areas of 
disagreement with Parks' decision re­
garding O'Brien. Parks named O'Brien 
to the post after O'Brien requested to 
step down from the board's executive 
vice presidency when his wife, Dellanna 
O'Brien, accepted the executive direc­
torship of Woman's Missionary Union. 
The O'Briens,,former missionaries to In­
donesia, now live in Birmingham, Ala. 

The letter received by Parks Oct. 16, 
said the 'signers disagreed with 
O'Briens's selection on grounds it (1) has 
the "appearance of cronyism,, and 
makes an exception not available to 
other empolyes; (2) has "the appearance 
of linkage of two separate national or-

. .. _ . . - ganizations, the FMB and the WMU," 
John L. Seelig, vice president for public which should operate independently; (3) 
affairs • at Southwestern • Baptist is not cost effective in light of board em-
Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex., phasis on budgetary cuts; (4) makes it 
will retire Jan. 31 after 30 years of difficult for O'Brien to supervise em-
service. ployes from out of town; and (5) puts a 

During his tenure at Southwestern person (O'Brien) with "open identifica-
Seelig, who turns 65 in December, has tion with the moderate faction in the 
helped raise more than $65 million for Southern Baptist Convention" in a role 
the school while directing the semi- the 28 trustees find objectionable. 
nary's ; public relations/development Claytor, pastor of Fellowship Baptist 
'program . • ,, • • , '' Church, Rome, said the 28 trustees had 
• In June he was honored by Southwest- no intention of questioning Parks' integ-
ern's alumni association with the Dis- rity or character but wanted to corres-
tinguish~d ' ~umni Award . . Seelig _has pond with him to express an opinion. 
been active m several public relat10ns Parks' said he was "astounded" the 28 
groups, including serving as president trustees felt the need to send the letter 
of the Baptist Public Relations Associa- after receiving advance information on 
tion and the Texas Baptist Public Rela- the selection and hearing a full discus-
tions Association. He is accredited by sion of it in several settings during a 
the Public Relations Society of America trustee meeting Oct. 9-11 in Richmond. 
and certified by the Nationa.l Society of Claytor said some trustees "didn't have 
Fund Raising Executives. an opportunity to respond in an appro-

Before joining the staff at Southwest- priate setting" and chose to write Parks 
em Seelig was minister of education at rather than- deal with it publicly at the 
Evans Avenue Baptist Church, Birch- trustee meeting. 
man Baptist Church and Travis Avenue Noting his awareness of "accusations 
Baptist Church all in Ft. Worth, and of political identity" made about 
Highland Baptist Church, Dallas. He O'Brien Parks declared: "If this board 
also worked for the Dallas Baptist Asso- ever rea~hes the point where 'perceived' 
ciation and the Baptist General Conven- Baptist political identity is viewed as a 
tion of Texas. (BP) primary qualification for any ~ta~ posi-
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of First Bapbs! Church, B:yn~, Tex., churches without a youth missions edu- • 
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we will greatly damage and probably 
destroy the weakened cords of coopera­
tion that barely manage to hold us to­
gether. Thus far, this has not been a 
qualification and we have a mixture of 
both political viewpoints on staff and 
among missionaries. It must remain so 
if we remain the cohesive force of South­

• .. em .J3aptists." (BP) 
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by Hugh Wamble 

Sept. 18, 1989 the Executive Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
decided to recommend that the SBC 
reassign matters pertaining to religious 
liberty-from the SBC Public Affairs 
Committee (PAC) to the SBC Christian 
Life Commission (CLC) 

The effect of this proposal, if ratified 
by the SBC, would be to withdraw from 
participation in the Baptist Joint Com­
mittee on Public Affairs (BJc;PA), an en­
tity which the SBC helped create a half­
century ago. Whatever the intent of the 
Executive Committee may be, the effect 
would be to end a long relationship and 
to chart a new direction in Southern 
Baptists' handling of issues related . to 
the religion clauses of the First Amend­
ment. 

The purpose of this article is to pro­
vide information. A reader should inves­
tigate the matter for himself or herself. 
To assist in the checking of what ap­
pears below, I shall provide documenta­
tion in parentheses. 

Background 
In 1986 the convention referred to the 

Executive Committee a ·motion of mis­
cellaneous business calling for "an ex­
clusive Southern Baptist presence in 
Washington, D. C." and for "withdrawal 
from the Baptist Joint Committee .. . as 
soon as possible" (SBC Annual, 1986, 
items 51,167,179, pp. 40, 67, 68). 

Responding to this referred motion, 
the Executive Committee set up a spe- • 
cial fact finding committee to investi­
gate the BJCPA's performance. The 
chairman of this special committee 
asked me to do a research project on the 
BJCPA's activities since around 1970. 
(A doctoral dissertation had detailed 
BJCPA work to around 1970). 

In conducting the research I reviewed 
BJCPA reports to the SBC, SBC resolu­
tions having any relevance to the 
BJCPA's assignment, BJCPA testi­
monies before congressional commit­
tees, friend-of-court briefs filed with 
courts on behalf of the BJCP A, issues of 
Report from the Capital (BJCPA's 
monthly paper), pamphlets released by 
the BJCPA and other pertinent docu­

.ments. 
My research resulted in a 27..:page 

paper, supported by 269 endnotes, many 
with multiple citations to documents­
because of my belief that, given the con­
troversial setting .)f the issue, there 
should be documentation of all factual 
information presented. I sent the paper 
to the special committee_'s chairm~ in 
late 1986. • 

St. Louis Convention, 1987 
At the 1987 convention in St. Louis 

• the Executive Committee recommended 
• and the SBC adopted a "five part recom­
. mendation of the work of the Special 
Fact-Finding Committee" (SBC An­
nual, 1987, item 107, p. 49). Four recom­
mendations called on the SBC to receive 
certain information. 

The fifth recommendation was that 
the SBC "continue to relate to the Bap­
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 
through the Public Affairs Committee" 
in keeping with SBC Bylaws and the 
PAC's program statement (p. 50). 

The 1987 action was the last substan­
tive statement made by the SBC pertain­
ing to its relationship with the BJCPA. 
The SBC dealt with budget matters in 
1988 and 1989. 

19 
Two Proposals 

Since the 1987 meeting the Executive 
Committee has come up with two pro­
posals, the effect of which would be to 
nullify the decision of 1987 to continue 
the SBC's relationship with the BJCP A. 

The first proposal, fashioned by the 
Executive Committee after the San An­
tonio meeting in 1988, was to create a 
separate Religious Liberty Commission. 
The Executive Committee honored pres­
ident Jerry Vines' request that it not 
bring up this issue at Las Vegas in 1989. 
Sept. 18, 1989 the Executive Committee 
rescinded its decision about this pro­
posal. 

The second proposal, recently made, 
is to reassign religious liberty concerns 
to the CLC. It is this proposal which , 
presumably, messengers will vote on in 
NewOrleansonoraboutJune12, 1990. 

BJCPA Activities, 1970-86 
In concluding my research paper on 

BJCPA activities, 1970-86, I offered five 
observations supported-in my opin­
ion-by my research: 

(1) The BJC has looked to the 
SBC (and to other cooperating 
Baptist bodies) for both general 
and particular guidance as it for­
mulates its positions and estab­
lishes priorities for its work. 

(2) The BJC has acted in keeping 
with positions adopted by the 
SBC-with one specific exception, 
namely, the 1982 resolution on the 
Reagan amendment (discussed in 
detail in the paper, pp. 15-18). The 
1982 resolution, it seems to me, dif­
fered from preceding and subse­
quent positions of the SBC on the 
subject of prayer, and the BJC fol­
lowed the basic position set forth 
by the SBC at other times. 

(3) The BJC has reported annu­
ally, in a forthright manner, to the 
SBC about its major activities, and 
its press r~leases and issues of Re­
port from the Capital are public ex­
pressions of its faithfulness to its 
assignment. 

( 4) The BJC has been remarkably 
successful in protecting values re­
lated to the Non-Establishment 
Clause of the First Amendment (e.g., . 
see court cases and legislation re­
lating to parochial aid); its major 
failure pertains to diplomatic rela­
tions with the Holy See, due to Fed­
eral Courts' refusal to address con­
stitutional issues. 

(5) The BJC has a mixed record 
with respect to values inherent in 
the Free Exercise Clause. It has 
generally succeeded in defending 
individuals' exercise of religion 
(e. g., equal access) and equality 
among religions (e.g., solicitation, 
ministers' housing, pensions). It 
has not always succeeded in de­
fending corporate religion against 
government's expansive reach (e.g., 
integrated auxiliaries, lobbying, 
intelligence activities). However, 
with respect to this matter, the BJC 
has been faithful in alerting Bap­
tists to the dangers of governmen­
tal intrusion into religious matters. 

-

My conclusion was-and still is-that . 
the BJCPA "is the kind of 'watchdog' 
agency which it was set up to be about 
a half-century ago. 

Prayer Issue 
Without a doubt, the issue of religious 

exercises in public schools has been the 

most emotional issue with which the 
BJCP A has dealt in the last quarter 
century. It seems wise to me, therefore, 
to review SBC positions on this issue-­
in order to clarify my second observa­
tion quoted above. 

Two decisions of the U. S. Supreme 
Court in the early 1960s raised the so 
called prayer issue. 

In 1962 the court ruled unconstitu­
tional a practice in New York. The board 
of regents, the state's board of educa­
tion, approved a 22-word prayer. By 
regulation it ordered each public school 
classroom to begin the school day by re­
citing this prayer. The court ruled that 
this practice violated the prohibition 
against "an establishment of religion." 
(Having found the practice unconstitu­
tional on this basis, the court did not 
reach the question whether the state's 
requiring teachers and students to recite 
a certain prayer violated the guarantee 
of "free exercise of religion.") 

In 1963 the court ruled unconstitu­
tional practices in Pennsylvania and 
Baltimore. Governmental authorities 
required public school children and 
teachers to engage in religious exercises 
at the beginning of the school day­
namely, Bible reading and/or recitation 
of the Lord's Prayer. These practices, 
the court held, involved government in 
actions "respecting an establishment of 
religion." 

In 1964 the SBC first addressed the 
matter, though the BJCPA had previ­
ously reported to the SBC about the two 
cases (SBC Annual, 1962, pp. 244-245; 
1963, ·258). After the court rendered its 
decisions, there were calls for amending 
the Constitution to overrule the effect 
of the decisions. In 1964 the SBC op­
posed "any further amendment" re­
specting this matter (SBC Annual, 1964, 
p. 80), thus siding with the First Amend­
ment as written and interpreted. 

In 1966 the SBC affirmed "the ade­
quacy of the First Amendment" and 
went on record opposing "all attempts 
to modify this guarantee" (SBC Annual, 
1966, p. 92). 

An SBC resolution of 1971 reaffirmed 
the 1964 resolution. While voicing "be­
lief in voluntary prayer on the part of 
all people," this resolution clarified that 
it must be "voluntary and uncoerced by 
governmental or ecclesiastical author­
ities" (SBC Annual, 1971, p. 78). 

In view of continuing public debate 
about the prayer issue, the SBC in 1980 
stated that the Supreme Court "has not 
held that it is illegal for any individual 
to pray or read his or her Bible in public 
schools"; the SBC went on record 
against "attempts, either by law or other 
·means, • to circumvent the Supreme 
Court's decisions forbidding govern­
ment-authored or -sponsored religious 
exercises in public schools" (SBC An­
nual, 1980, p. 54). 

An SBC resolution of 1981 deplored 
and rejected "the arrogation of the right 
of any group to define and pronounce 
for all people what is the Christian faith, 
and to seek through political means to 
impose this faith upon the American 
people" (SBC Annual, 1981, p. 54). 

Reagan Amendment 
Prior to President Reagan's call May 

6, 1982 for a prayer amendment the SBC 
had adopted five resolutions contrary to 
the position favored by the President. 

The SBC resolution of 1982 declared 
support for the specific amendment 
proposed by President Reagan. This 

amendment called for "individual or 
group prayer in public schools or other 
institutions" and for exempting persons 
who objected to such prayers. The SBC 
resolution assumed that the proposed 
amendment did not call "for govern­
ment-written or government-mandated 
prayer" (SBC Annual, 1982, p . 58). 

. The resolution's assumption was at 
odds with the White House's own expla­
nation of the proposed amendment. The 
White House released a document en­
titled "President's Proposed Voluntary 
Prayer Amendment" which contained 
the following: 

Since the voluntary prayer amend­
ment will eliminate any federal 
constitutional obstacle to volun­
tary school prayer, states and com­
munities would be free to select 
prayers of their own choosing. They 
could choose prayers that have al­
ready been written, or they could 
compose their own prayers. If 
groups of people are to be permit­
ted to pray, someone must have the 
power to determine the content of 
such prayers (quoted in Report 
from the Capital, April 1984, p. 6; 
emphasis added) . 

The White House was allegedly involved 
in getting the 1982 resolution before the 
SBC (Report from the Capital, Sep­
tember 1982, p. 8). 

Even supporters came to realize that 
the Reagan amendment "could not be 
implemented on the local level without 
. .. government sponsorship" or even 
"state-written and state-mandated 
prayer" (Report from the Capital, June 
1983, p. 3). Therefore, they shelved the 
Reagan amendment and pushed less am­
bitious amendments, none of which 
passed Congress. 

1983 Resolution 
In 1983 the SBC adopted a resolution 

consistent with positions taken by the 
SBC prior to 1982. Some features of this 
resolutin are: 

-Reaffirmance of Southern Baptists' 
"determination to safeguard the 
genuine free exercise rights of every 
U. S. citizen"; 
-Encouragement of Southern Bap­
tists "to oppose efforts to use gov­
ernmental institutions and processes 
to promote the particular interests of 
a religious constitutency or by favor­
ing those who believe in no religion 
over those who have a faith commit­
ment"; and . 
- Expression of "confidence in the 
United States Constitution, and par­
ticularly the First Amendment, as 
adequate and sufficient guarantees to 
protect these freedoms" (SBC Annual, 
1983, p. 63). 

Conclusion 
The BJCPA's actions have been com­

pletely consistent with SBC positions 
stated in 1964, 1966, 1971, 1980, 1981 
and 1983. The 1982 resolution is at vari­
ance with these positions-possibly be­
cause it was encouraged, if not inspired, 
by the White House. Southern Baptists, 
in my opinion, should resist efforts of 
government to "employ religion as an 
engine of civil policy," to quote James 
Madison's "Memorial and Remon­
strance" of 1785. 

Hugh Wamble is professor of church 
history, Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo. 
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viewpoint 

Seven key points in our Baptist heritage 
by Art Toalston 

If someone said, "All denominations are 
the same and all are a long ways from 
God," would you agree? Would you 
agree or beg to differ? 

All denominations have shortcomings 
and sad chapters in their history, in­
cluding Southern Baptists. 

But despite our differences of opin­
ions and even spats, there's much to be 
said for being a Baptist and, indeed, a 
Southern Baptist. We are part of a faith 
tradition marked by: 

Lion-heartedness 
Back in the 1500s, at about the time 

of Martin Luther, our Baptist forerun­
ners were called Anabaptists. They 
broke away not only from the Catholic 
church, but also from Luther and other 
Protestant reformers on the issue of in­
fant baptism. The Anabaptists believed 
that new birth should be the basis for 
baptism and church membership. Cath­
olic and Protestant authorities put 
thousands of Anabaptists to death­
some by drowning, some by being 
burned at the stake. The first Anabaptist 
martyr was a preacher, Eberli Bolt, who 
died may 29, 1525. 

Fervency for freedom 
In 1788 influential Virginia Baptist 

preacher John Leland threatened to op­
pose James Madison in an election to 

_ represent the town of Orange in the state 
convention to ratify the Constitution. 
Numerous Baptist ministers had been 
jailed for their preaching and Leland 
warned that the proposed Constitution, 
which Madison advocated, did not 
guarantee religious freedom. Before the 
election, however, Madison spent half a 
day wi~h the preacher. Leland appar­
ently felt he got his message across: he 
dropped his opposition to Madison­
and Madison later sponsored the Bill of 
Rights. 

Worldwide vision 
English Baptist preacher William 

Carey set sail for India in 1793, where 
he labored as a missionary until his 
death 40 years later. Carey and his fam­
ily endured much hardship, but their 
example sparked the interest of the Eng­
lish-speaking world in the missionary 
enterprise. Christians from English­
speaking countries have since ac­
counted for four-fifths of nonCatholic 
missionaries worldwide. 

Missions mobilization 
American Congregationalist mission­

ary Luther Rice studied the question of 
infant baptism as he sailed for India in 
1812, knowinghewouldencounterBap­
tist missionaries from England there. 
His Bible study, however, stirred him to 
embrace believer's baptism and resign 
as a Congregationalist missionary. He 
returned to America to raise support 
among Baptists for foreign missions. 
Within two years, Baptists created their 
first-ever national missionary society. 

Beginnings that keep us humble 
The Southern Baptist Convention 

came into being, in large measure, be­
cause of the slavery issue. But back 
when England launched its trade of 
slaves in Virginia in 1619, it was vigor­
ously resisted by southern colonists. In 
the early 1800s, some Baptist associa­
tions and churches in Virginia, Ken-

Seven key points 

1. Lion-heartedness 

2. Fervency for freedom 

3. Worldwide vision 

4. Missions mobilization 

5. Beginnings that keep us 
humble 

6. Cooperative effective­
ness 

7. Global partnering 

tucky and Tennessee called the practice 
into question, and most Baptist 
southerners were not slaveholders. As 
the South's cotton,based economy be­
came dependent on slavery, however, . 
even Christians sought to justify the 
practice. Still, many Baptist leaders in 
the North and South labored for unity 

in missions. 
But the break came in 1844 when the 
foreign and home mission societies re­
fused to appoint slaveholders. Virginia 
Baptists initiated efforts for the South­
ern Baptist Convention's formation the 
following year. 

Cooperative effectiveness 
Southern Baptists, since 1925, have 

enhanced their effectiveness through 
the Cooperative Program, a channel of 
church support for ministries of local 
Baptist associations, state conventions 
and the SBC. The Cooperative Program . 
was preceded by a five-year campaign 
encompassing key Baptist causes. In 
foreign missions, for example, more 
than 11 million dollars was raised, com­
pared to 12.5 million during all of the 
SBC's previous 74 years. Prior to the 
Cooperative Program, churches faced 
an array of requests for special offer­
ings, and SBC agencies spent large sums 
just to solicit funds. In 1883, for exam­
ple, the Home Mission Board spent 53 
cents of every dollar for fund-raisers' 
salaries. 

Global partnering 
In recent years Southern Baptists 

have been at the forefront of what may 

become a turning point in world mis­
sions. In 1985 leaders of the Foreign 
Misson Board and 20 overseas Baptist 
conventions active in missions met to 
explore new ways of working together. 
Two subsequent meetings involved 
leaders of North American denomina­
tions and Christian organizations for 
similar discussions. And in January 
1989 FMB leaders helped bring together 
300 Christian leaders from 50 countries 
committed to world evangelization by 
AD 2000. FMB research has targeted 30 
countries where the gospel is virtually 
unknown, along with 1000 major cities 
and 2000 enthnolinguistic people 
groups. If Christian groups can share re­
sponsibility for developing ways to 
carry the gospel to each unevangelized 
segment, it will mark the first time in 
history that such a degree of Christ's 
great commission has been achieved. 

In short, Baptists have died and been 
jailed for their faith, advocated religious 
freedom for all and set a key example 
in cooperation to spread the gospel 
throughout the world. 

Art Toalston is a news writer with the 
Foreign Mission Board, Richmond, Va. 

Campbellsville freshman's interest sparked 
by Kentucky-Kenya partnership missions 
by M. Jeanne Sea 

Imagine swimming in a shining blue 
ocean every day and walking along a 
clean, white beach. Imagine pineapples, 
coconuts and mangos growing at your 
back door. And imagine living in a trop­
ical warmth all the time and never hav­
ing to think about snow and ice. 

Betty Mwachiru, a 27-year-old 
freshman from Mombasa, Kenya, said 
she willingly gave all of that up to attend 

• Campbellsville College. 

She came to Camp­
bellsville for a better. 
education and as an 
interpreter for the 
Kentucky-Kenya 
partnership. 

She same to Campbellsville for a bet­
ter education and as an interpreter for 
the Kentucky-Kenya partnership. 

"A couple with our group (from the 
Kentucky partnership) said at Camp­
bellsville College, I could grow spiritu­
ally. It's been wonderful," she said. 

"The United States' school system is 
just too good," Miss Mwachiru said: 
"There are a lot of books, computers and 
reference material," she said. 
Educational materials, as well as educa­
tion . itself is not readily available in 
Kenya. 

It's a big privilege to go to school in 
Kenya. A lot of people drop because it's 
too expensive to go to school," she said. 

"The higher you go in education, the 
smaller the number of students," Miss 
Mwachiru said. "We don't have a lot of 
high schools, and there are only five uni­
versities in Kenya." She said the col-

leges only accept those with very high 
grades, so academic achievement is very 
important. 

Miss Mwachiru said that parents are 
responsible for the total amount of high 
school students' education. "If you are 
coming from a poor family, it's very hard 
to go to secondary school," she said. In 
Kenya, if a student makes poor grades, 
he is simply pulled from the school. 

Miss Mwachiru said that if a student 
is lucky enough to make it through high 
school he can obtain loans to go to col­
lege. But she said he would later have 
to work for the government until his 
debt was paid. 

Although Miss Mwachiru was a high 
school teacher in her own country, at 
Campbellsville College she is majoring 
in business administration and minor­
ing in computer information systems. 
She said knowledge of computers is in 
high demand in Kenya. 

Miss Mwachiru has an overall plan to 
get a well paying job when she graduates 
and returns to Kenya. She wants to help 
children who cannot afford to go to 
school. "It really hurts me to see some­
one do well in school and then not be 
able to continue," she said. 

Miss Mwachiru also likes the abun­
dance of Christian churches in America. 
She said Kenya is three-fourths Moslem, 
with the other fourth being divided be- . 
tween Christians, Hindus and Bud­
dhists. 

Christian worship is also different in 
America, Miss Mwachiru said. In Kenya, 
"We clap our hands and dance. We par­
ticipate rather than view/' she said. 

Miss Mwachiru said that l,\lthough 
Kenyans do not have as many material 
goods as Americans, it's more of a com-.. 
munal life. "Life there is simpler. 
There's no way you grow up thinking I 
have to have this," she said. 

CAMPBELLSVIL'LE 
COLLEGE 

1906 

Betty Mwachiru 
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Kentucky mother with AIDS · 
finds hope in caring church . 
by Linda Lawson 

Shock. Confusion. Sadness. Hope. These 
stages marked Belinda Mason's journey 
toward acceptance of the reality that, 
with a transfusion of untested blood, she 
also had received the deadly HIV virus 
that could lead to a full-blown case of 
AIDS. • l 

The news in the spring of 1987 that 
she had tested HIV positive came on the 
heels of a victory over death. 

In January of that year, at age 28 and 
pregnant with her second child, Mrs. 
. Mason suffered a stroke and cardiac ar­
rest. Her son, Clayton, was born healthy, 
but for days she hovered, blind and 
paralyzed, between life and death. 
Prayers of family and friends from East 
Hartford (Ky.) Baptist Church made the 
difference, she believes. 

"I had had such a feeling of victory 
when my baby was OK," she recalled. 
"So many people were holding me up in 
prayer. It didn't occur to me to worry 
because I couldn't walk or I couldn't see. 
I thought, 'This is great. I've beaten this 
sucker. I'm going to be OK."' 

As her sight returned and she went 
through rehabilitation to begin recovery 
from other .effects of the stroke, Mrs. 
Mason began to experience the first 
signs of the HIV virus in her system­
fatigue, swollen lymph glands, no appe­
tite. By July, she was sick enough to be 
eligible for AZT, a drug which slows 
down reproduction of the AIDS virus in 
the system. 

"I was shocked and felt in some ways 
like this victory had been a mistake," 
she said. "I can't say I was ever angry 
but I was so confused. Then I felt an 
incredible sadness, a grief and a loss." 

The focus of her sadness was her fam­
ily- husband Steve Carden, a professor 
of philosophy at Owensboro (Ky.) Com­
munity College, and her children, infant 
Clayton and Polly, then 3. 

"My little girl already was suffering 
from me not being able to be her mom 
like I had been," she said. "I just really 
pined and worried about the future a 
lot, like who was going to take care of 
them and who was going to make sure 
Polly's hair got braided in the morning." 

At her wit's end, Mrs. Mason prayed. 
"I didn't feel it was too good for me 

to ask God to make me whole again. I 
figured if he wanted to do that, he 
could," she said. "So I asked to have the 
sadness lifted away from me. I feel that 
was the reason I was delivered. Once I 
stopped worrying about dying, it was 
like I was ready to live. 

With the lifting of the sadness came 
two other challenges-how to spend the 
rest of her life and how to tell people, 
especially those at East Hartford Bap­
tist Church, she was HIV positive. 

"I knew they (church members) didn't 
have a lot of experience with what AIDS 
was except for probably negative ex-

• perience," said Mrs. Mason. She antici­
pated acceptance from pastor Bill Hol­
laday but worried that fear might cause 
members to stay away from church if 
she attended. 

However, when she told Holladay' of 
her fears, he asked her permission to 
share the information with the congre­
gation. 

At a Wednesday night prayer service, 
"I simply laid out the facts to the church. 
They wept openly in the service," he 
said. 

Added his wife Lucille llolladay: "In 

our little church we all get inv.olved in 
each other's lives. When our prayers for 
Belinda's recovery from the stroke were 
answered, we believed that was our 
miracle. We told everybodyhowshe had 
been saved to rear her children." 

To the announcement about AIDS, 
"the response of the church was so won­
derful," Mrs. Holladay recalled. "We all 
just about dehydrated." 

And, Mrs. Mason added, when she and 
her family arrived at church the next 
Sunday, "they met me at the door and 
they were hugging me, like always." 

A short time later, Mrs. Mason, reared 
a Presbyterian, and her husband, _a 
member of the Disciples of Christ • 
church, were baptized together into the 
fellowship of the congregation that had 
prayed for them and wept with them. 

Acceptance by the church did not 
guarantee total acceptance in the com­
munity. An incident at a swimming pool 
where some people left the water when 
she entered caused Mrs. Mason and Car­
den to decide to move where no one 
knew them or their circumstances. After 
several months in Indiana, they re-
turned to Hartford. • 

A former reporter, a free lance writer 
and a promising playwright, Mrs. Mason 
had numerous options for making con­
tributions in the time left to her. Instead, 
she came to believe God had given her 
a~cial mission. 

Mrs. Mason believes her 
most important work is 
to go before church and . 
community groups, ... 
providing information 
and encouraging them to 
reach out ... 

"I had always known I was supposed 
to do something, like I had . a mission. 
But I never wanted to give myself com­
pletely over because I was so afraid of 
where I would end up. I was afraid I 

• would go to Africa or something," she 
laughed. 

"After I got delivered from the sad­
ness and felt hopeful, I knew there was 
a reason I had been spared. I felt like I 
wanted to pray and really get close to 
God so I could figure out what the 
reason was. I really believe this work 
that I do is the work that he wanted me 
to do." 

"This work" includes heading up the 
National Association of People with 
AIDS and serving on the National AIDS 
Commission. 

But Mrs. Mason believes her most im­
portant work is to go before church and 
community groups, allowing thtjm to see 
into the life of a person living with 
AIDS, providing information and en­
couraging them to reach out to patients 
and family members with love and sup-
port. • 

Balancing opportunities to change at­
titudes . about people with AIDS and 
having time for her family requires con- . 
stant attention. • 

"The time I have with my family is 
limited. It is for all of us, though all of 
us maybe aren't aware of it. I want to 
have some of that time, however much 
tpat is, with. Steve and· my kids." (BP) 
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Belinda Mason describes her ministry of helping people reach out with love and 
acceptance to people with AIDS and their families. 

Mason says churches should 
reach out with hands and hugs 
by Linda Lawson 

If Belimla Mason had her way, churches 
would reach out with hands- and 
hugs- to people living with AIDS. 

In this kind of atmosphere of open­
ness, a mother coping with the secret of 
a homosexual son who has tested HIV 
positive could share her fear and grief 
with Christian people and receive sup­
port and compassion. 

"If we can just get people in our 
churches, in our small towns, to respond 
with their hearts, then we can turn this 
country around on this disease. It's not 
going to come from Washington by mak­
ing a law," said Mrs. Mason, president 
of the National Association of People 
with AIDS and a member of the Na­
tional Commission on AIDS. 

But as a person living with AIDS, Mrs. 
Mason's strength comes from her family, 
her church and her Christian faith- not 
from the organizations with which she 
works. 

After receiving a blood transfusion 
early in 1987, Mrs. Mason, now 31, 
learned a few months later she also had 
tested positive for the HIV virus and 
could develop AIDS. She now is termed 
to have AIDS related complex. 

The members of East Hartford (Ky.) 
Baptist Church have rallied to the sup­
port of Mrs. Mason, her husband Steve 
Carden and their two children, Polly; 6, 
and Clayton, 2. Prayers on behalf of Mrs. 
Mason became the beginning of a prayer 
ministry for the church. Belinda 
Mason's name remains first on the list 
each week. 

"Why can't we have the kinds of 
churches and communities where 
people can come forward with their 
deepest_ hurts such . as AIDS?" Mrs. 
Mason asks when she speaks to groups 
and often is. the first person living with 
AIDS they have seen. 

"I just don't think it's fair for people 
to have to grieve in silence. It's not 
right," she said. , 

She challenges Christians simply to 
model their lives after Christ. He did not 
ask how people got intci difficulties be­
fore he helped them, she insists. 

"Some people have said·to me, •'Well, 
you got AIDS from a blood transfusion 
and it's a real tragedy.' Well, it's a 
tragedy for anybody. It doesn't matter 

_· how they got it. It doesn't matter," she 
said. 

Bill Holladay, pastor of East 
Hartford., sought to educat~ himself and 
his church; about AIDS, collecting and 
disseminat~g fa<!b. But love more than 

information has enabled church mem­
bers to accept and support and minister 
to Mrs. Mason, he said. 

To other churches, he urges, "Respond 
like our church did and like any Chris­
tian should." 

To Southern Baptist people and 
churches which have not yet been di­
rectly impacted by AIDS, Mrs. Mason · 
warned: "If AIDS hasn't touched them 
yet, it will. "The idea that AIDS happens 
to other people was never true. It espe­
cially will not be true in the future." 

"Everybody who has AIDS is some­
body's child or somebody's cousin. _And 
all of us are God's children, whether or 
not we're walking the walk and living 
the life. 

"What I really hope to do, my best 
hope, is to try as hard as I can to be 
Christlike. 

,,. "I think it's highly possible for Chris­
tian people to do the right thing. I've 
seen people turn around in their at­
titudes. I've seen them say, 'I was wrong' 
or 'I didn't realize' or 'What can we do 
to help?"' 

Helping church members be prepared 
for the inevitable time when they are 
impacted personally by AIDS is a task 
pastors and church leaders should be in­
volved in now, said Doug_ Anderson, 
director of the Family Ministry Depart­
ment of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. • 

"AIDS is such an insidious problem 
that within the next few years everyone 
will know someone with AIDS or have 
a family member with the disease," said 
Anderson, also convener of an ad hoc 
task force of Southern Baptist program 
leaders developing resources to help 
churches deal more effectively with 
AIDS. 

"I am increasingly coming to under­
stand the AIDS crisis as one of the very 
best opportunities for Christians and 
churches to focus on the mission and 
ministry of Jesus Christ," said Ander­
son. "Church leaders must bring the at­
tention of their congregations to. the 
problem of AIDS and prepare their 
churches to be proactive in caring." 

A · national conference, AIDS: Crisis 
for Church. and Family" will be held 
Feb. 12-13, 1990 in Nashville, Anden:on 
said. The conference will be sponsored 
by the- Christian Life Commission, 
Home Mission Board and the Family 
Ministry, Church Administration, Dis­
cipleship Training and Student Ministry 
departments of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board. 
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-\ baptist forum 
To all who would write to Baptist Forum: We welcome for consideration your letters 
on any subject, provided they do not make personal attacks on anyone. We ask, 
however, that you accommodate a longstanding policy of a 300-word maximum limit 
for published letter~. Thank you for adhering to this, and welcome to the pages of 
Western Recorder. - James H Cox, Associate Editor 

Are you off base? 

If the task of the local association is to 
assure doctrinal uniformity, as prop­
osed in your recent editorial, then we 
should also change the title of the direc­
tor of missions, as that title has clearly 
become a misnomer. No director of mis­
sions will have time for directing area 
mission efforts if his task is to oversee 
the doctrinal conformity of all member 
churches. The association as local 
synod, presbytery or ruling council may 
be a pait of some Landmarkist Baptist 
heritage, but it 's certainly not going to 
be a part of mine. 

Doug Couch 
First Baptist Church 

Corbin 

Where are Baptists going? 

Today Baptists are being threatened 
about their public life or politics. Unless 
"politics" conforms to the standards of 
reigning politicians in our Southern 
Baptist life denominational employes 
and others are being threaten ed. Insti tu­
tional trustees and others are trying to 
muzzle any dissenting or unapproved 
voice from their constitutents. 

Two recent cases document this at­
tempt to get Baptists to give up their 
freedom of speech and conscience. 
Lloyd Elder, president of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board, was instructed to 
refrain from any "political" activity 
(presumably SBC politics) and to in­
struct all writers and employes to do the 
same. Russell Dilday, president of 
Southwestern Seminary, is also being 
told by trustees, who achieved their 
positions through political conniving, to 
refrain from any speech or conduct 
which they consider political. 

Where are we going as Baptists? 
Would any of these trustees who are pas­
tors remain silent if one of their church 

members told them to be silent, remind­
ing them that "I pay your salary?" 
Would any trustee who is a layperson 
in a local church get very far trying to • 
convince the church or pastor to give up 
freedom of speech or the right to a free 
pulpit? 

What next Southern Baptists? Do you 
have to join the reigning political party 
to speak freely, or even be political? 
Some seem to enjoy a dispensation that 
allows them to speak freely and loosely 
even while trying to muzzle and sup­
press others. Will we take the next steps 
and · develop an official "imprimatur" 
which gives papal-like approval for in­
terpretations, books, speech and con­
duct? Unless change occurs, next steps 
are inevitable. 

No real Baptist would turn from Jesus 
who said, "if the Son makes you free, 
you will be free indeed." Or as Paul (the 
apostle) later said, "For freedom, Christ 
has set us free. Do not submit again to 
a yoke of slavery." No real Southern 
Baptist would try to get a fellow Chris­
tian to give up his Baptist and Christ­
given heritage. 

I suggest a modern beatitude: "Bles­
sed are those who are not muzzled and 
who do not try to muzzle others, for 
theirs is the legacy of Christ." 

W. Robert DeFoor, pastor 
Harrodsburg 

Bewildering Baptists 

I don't know if your paper is the proper 
place for me to air my frustration with 
all the negative things I read and hear 
about the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Let me state that I am a Baptist by 
choice. I have · also, in the past, been a 
member of the Presbyterian and the 
Methodist churches, none of which 
comes between me and my relationship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ which is the 
head of all. 

Eastern Kentucky floods real 
to those who experienced them 
by Brad Bull, Staff Writer 

After the floods which struck eastern 
Kentucky in June many of the region's 
senior residents said it was the worst 
flooding they had seen. It has only been 
four months and already that claim is 
obsolete. 

Unfortunately, October's flooding has 
been overshadowed by recent events in 
Charleston and San Francisco. In addi­
tion, an unseasonable snowfall in west­
ern Kentucky detracted from news of 
the floods at the other end of the state. 
However, the flooding was very real to 
home owners and church members who 
saw their property damaged. 

Members of Rockhouse Baptist 
Church, Hyden, were remodeling their 
basement which was damaged during 
the June 15th flood. Now they must 
begin again. Ray Wilson, pastor of the 
church in Three Forks Association, re­
ported that the basement took over 
seven feet of water. The water eventu­
ally drained but left between 6-10 in­
ches of mud behind, according to Wil­
son. "We got a lot out, but most every­
thing was destroyed," he said. Wilson 

also indicated the church would have to 
resurface its gravel parking lot. 

Asked what assistance his church 
might need, Wilson responded, "I hate 
to be picky, but we need folding tables 
and chairs-[stationary] tables and 
chairs are just too hard to get out." 

The storm brought flooding to Oneida 
(Ky.) Baptist Institute for the fourth 
time this year. School personnel re­
ported damage to buildings, fences and 
athletic fields along Goose Creek. 

In Bell County, the state's southeast­
ern most county, Victory Missionary 
Baptist Church was more fortunate than 
others. Danny Robbins, pastor of the 
church, said the only damage his church 
sustained resulted from water which 
backed up a drainage pipe and damaged 
the baptistry's water heater. 

The church was able to assist several 
hundred people affected by damaged or 
lost utility services. Working with relief 
agencies, church members used two 
buses to deliver nearly 3000 hot meals 
over the course of a week. Robbins said 
that many individuals commented the 
church was the only source of help they 
had seen. 

It seems to me that as much as we 
Baptists like to lay claim to our inde­
pendence that we are in fact alluding to 
the idea that the convention holds the 
place of power and we as individual 
churches guide ourselves by what comes 

, down from the top. In this kind of struc-
ture I can see why we have controversy. 
Are we then trying to build a hierarchy? 
Do we in fact want our convention to 
serve as our "pope" doctrinally? It has 

-been'my understanding in the past that 
the convention exists because it is a 
means whereby we can work together 
toward mutual goals in the areas of our 
gifts of talents and monies. How then 
did that existence get caught up in who 
believes what? I think we Baptists 
should examine ourselves to see where 
we are headed in the power structure 
and decide if we can work together as 
has been demonstrated in the past. 

Those who serve in places of leader­
ship and responsibility in the conven­
tion should be there because they hold 
this view of working together to obtain 
the goals of the local churches who sup­
port them and not as doctrinal dictators. 

I have probably said very badly what 
I want to say but I feel better now that 
I have said it. Can you shed more light 
• on why the convention exists for me? 

German pastorate open 

Gladys Moss 
Louisville 

East Bavaria Southern Baptist Church, 
Grafenwoehr, West Germany, 70 miles 
northeast of Nurnberg, is seeking a vol­
unteer retired pastor or chaplain to pas­
tor a growing English language congre­
gation ministering to military person­
nel. Great potential with 8000 new 
troops and families scheduled for arri­
val in 1990. Confortably furnished three 
bedroom parsonage provided, also 
utilities, car and expenses, plus stipend. 
If interested send resume to Doyle 
Lumpkin, Box R 12, APO NY 09114. 

Doyle L Lumpkin 

Truth will set you free 

As a Southern Baptist serving overseas 
I share with Bill Steele (Baptist Forum, 
Sept. 19) the pleasure of reading about 
events in the KBC and SBC in the WR. 
However my feelings are mixed because 
of problems such as the Pennington situ­
ation. 

Bill Hall, Danville, writes that 
"vocal" and "polemic" critics saw only 
a word or phrase and began criticizing 
matters of "which they have no knowl­
edge." Even this issue of WR states that 

• "An FMB trustees subcommittee re­
fused . .. to recommend the couple for 
missionary appointment, charging the 
Penningtons . .. acted inappropriately 
in their pursuit of ordination." In an 
earlier WR article the FMB publicly 
stated that "ordination" itself was not 
the reason for the Penningtons' rejection 
but their "adamantly" seeking "ordina­
tion" indicated an inability to work in 
harmony with others, a prerequisite for 
missionary work. The FMB's stated 
source for that information was the as­
sociation's unsolicited letter. 

Hali berates critics because they can­
not know the "inner workings of the 
FMB" which "operate in strict confi­
dentiality." Yet he states "the members 
of those committees are Southern Bap­
tists .. . of impeccable integrity" who 
"suffer grief when a candidate . .. must 
be rejected." Since they are "confiden­
tial" how c_an he know what they suffer? 

Hall's views are refuted by at least 
one FMB appointee, Kentucky mission­
ary to Africa, Paula Settle, citing the 

Pennington affair. In closing I join her 
in saying to WR, "Keep telling them the 
truth." 

Richard A. Norris 
Yongsan, Korea 

Another bad bet? 

As a pastor's wife I was upset when I 
read in Western Recorder this week 
_(Oct. 10, page 7) that Martha Wilkinson 
may be speaking to the ministers ' wives 
at their luncheon in Frankfort in 
November. At the same time I read this 
news, I heard the news from local broad­
casters that Gov. Wilkinson will be in 
our area this coming Tuesday to initiate 
the lot tery lotto game. The news releases 
created contradictory vibes within me 
as a Christ ian . 

Is Martha Wilkinson a born again 
Christian, living daily for the Lord? Is 
she against her husband's strong stand 
for the lottery? If so, I'd like to be in­
formed. 

If it's not so, then why should she be 
speaking to the minister's wives, who 
should be spiritual leaders in our 
churches, working alongside their hus­
bands, promoting God's love and right­
eousness? 

I appreciate Martha Wilkinson's ef­
forts in improving education in Ken­
tucky. But as for me, I would want to 
hear encouraging words from a dear 
saint of God who understands the path 
in which I walk as a Christian pastor's 
wife. ' 

Peggy Walker 
Oak Grove 

Shame on somebody! 

In a recent issue (Oct . 10, page 5) West­
ern Recorder reported Kentucky's bap­
tism record for 1988. The total was bro­
ken down by age groups and the para­
graph reported that Kentucky Baptists 
baptized 68 preschool children in 1988. 

As a pastor and former youth minis­
ter, I cannot understand the promotion 
of this information. Are we proud to 
have reported 68 preschool baptisms? 
Should we be encouraging the baptism 
of preschoolers in our churches? Is there 
a goal for this age group in 1990? Should 
we not, instead, be ashamed at such 
practice? 

I am concerned that the continual 
focus on evangelistic results is affecting 
our collective judgement as a denomina­
tion. While it may be good for the de­
nomination to report 68 preschool bap­
tisms, I hesitate to believe it is good for 
these children. 
• Our Baptist ancestors would not have 

accepted preschoolers as candidates for 
baptism. Most Baptists in other nations 
would refuse to baptize preschoolers or 
even children. Many youth ministers can 
testify to the delayed confusion such 
early religious profession causes our 
teenagers. What pastor has not rebap­
tized persons who feel such an early ex­
perience was premature? If our theology 
of salvation is .to have integrity, our 
evangelistic methods must have integ­
rity as well. 

I encourage Western Recorder to 
avoid such reports in the future . I en­
courage our Evangelism Department to 
refuse to promote the baptism of pre­
schoolers and to think seriously about 
the issue of baptizing younger children. 
I encourage my fellow Baptists to refuse 
such an easy and shallow practice. 

Michael Spencer 
Shepherdsville 

Note: your point is well made. Recognize 
the fact the material you refer to ap­
peared in a paid ad and is neither re­
searched nor endorsed by Western Re­
corder. (JHC) 
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( ) $5000 ' ( ) $2500 ( ) $1000 

( ) $500 ( ) $250 ( ) $100 

( ) $50 ( ) $25 ( ) $10 

Another amount $ 
<. 

Name Street/Box No 

City, State, Zip 

Gifts are tax deductible and will be acknowledged. If you would like to designate your gift as a memorial to 
individual(s) living or deceased, include name(s) here: 
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Barkley Moore 
President 
Oneida Baptist Institute 
Oneida, KY 40972 

oaeida 
journal 

4th flood jn ,8,m()nths 
. We have just had our fourth flood in the 
past eight months! Sheets of rain fell 
through Monday night, the after effects 
of hurricane Jerry far to the south. 

By 8 a.m. the rivers about Oneida 
were rising rapldly. Goose Creek, Red 
Bird Creek and Bullskin Creek come 
together at Oneida to form the south 
fork of the Kentucky. The three rivers 
combined drain a total of 486 square 
miles. 

For the first time in the 90-year-old 
history of the Oneida school, there was 
not a student on campus to help in the 
flood emergency. They were all away for 
a 9-day fall break. Also most of our staff 
was away. Farm manager Jack Tillman 
first sensed that we were about to have 
our fourth flood in recent months. 

He contacted our assistant principal 
Henry Walter. Then he got hold of Len 

William w. (Bill) Marshall 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, KBC 
Box43433 
Middletown, KY 40243 

on - -mission 
_together 

Sandusky, our art teacher and Beac_hel 
Blanton, an autobody man who has. 
been with us less than one· month. 

• Joining the effort was J . L. Burns, a 
1953 graduate, who did thousands of 
hours of volunteer service after-,hours · 
over many years while still working as 
a foreman for the state highway. Burns 
brought up the backhoe to move the 
heavier pieces of equipment, and help 
get them loaded onto trucks. 

No one worked harder than 80-year­
old Presion Baker, chairman· of our 
board of trustees. He appeared with a 
large truck and worked for hours though 
he has had a stroke and three heart 
bypasses in recent years. He can still 
physically outdo many men half his age. 

Randy Schmittendorf, in his fifth 
year of service, who supervises our 
water purification and sewage treat­
ment plants, daily worked very hard as 
usual in the flood effort. At his side was 
Charlie Wicker, two years with us as a 
maintenance man, who always has a 
smile and a good word even in the most 
difficult circumstances. Ken Stapp, a 
retired mechanical engineer, in his sixth 
year of service with us without a dollar • 
of pay, pitched in to help. He teaches 
our geometry and physics classes, and 
one class on energy. Also, Rick Coffey, 
our biology teacher came to· help. • • 

Blake Godbold, in his third year as 
assistant farm manager; ·and farm 
worker Bob Byrd also worked hard, as 
did OBI graduate Darrell Burris, in • 
charge for several years now of our 
buses and working in maintenance the 
past five years. . : 

Jerry Pierce, our bookkeeper, who left 
the vice presidency of a Greensburg 
bank and took a cut of incom~ several 
fold for what we are ablif to pay him, 
worked very quietly but extremely 
effectively as usual. • 

Joining the emergency crew after a 
dash from the Smokies when they heard 
the flood news was the leader of the last 
three flood efforts, dean· Bud Under­
wood and his son Harold, our auto 
mechanics teacher and coach of soccer, 
baseball and wrestling. 

"Pal" Atto,inhissixthyearofteach­
ing Latin for us without salary, and Bill 
Atto, assistant manager of our campus 
store, also were part of the effort from 
the beginning. 

So we have been through another 
battering, have again suffered losses, 
the most critical being the late corn we 
planted after the June 16 flood. Fortu­
nately much of it had already been 
gathered as silage. 

Can you help? 

Mission of mercy 
Within 24 hours of Hugo's.hit on South 
CarolinatheKenttwky Baptist Brother­
hood!s TI>isa:sterReliefteain was placed 
on alert;· 48 hours later the Disaster 
Relief unit would depart from Louis­
ville. 

The unit's ultimate destination would 
be Sumter, S. C. where property damage 
in the county exceeded $320 million 
including 218 permanent homes and 
1063 mobile homes destroyed with 
almost 2000 additional homes suffering 
major damage. The wake of the devasta­
tion left an estimated 3200 families with 
no place to go. 

Getting there to help was no easy task 
as the report of C. A. Easterling reveals: 

"The Disaster Relief unit got on the 
road at 7: 10 p.m. in Louisville traveling 
only 20 minutes when the Ryder rental 
van blew its engine. A replacement van 

~<•w 

~ ~~~-

H. C. Chiles 
Clear Creek Baptist Bible College 
Pineville, KY 40977 

sunday 
school 
-lessons 

LESSONS FOR NOV. 5, 1989 

Life and work series 

The work of missions 
.- 1 

Matthew 9:35-38 On a tour of Galilee 
Christ sought ,to minister to many. 
Observing listeners, loiterers,~,nd labor­
ers. our Lord readily acknowledged 
"The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
laborers are few." He then com­
manded: "Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the. harvest, that he will send forth 
laborers into his harvest." 

Acts 12:2-3 Members of the first 
Gentile church at Antioch realized their 
responsibility of witnessing to others. 
While they were in the pathway of 
Christian duty, the Holy Spirit com­
manded them saying, "Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work where­
unto I have called them." 

After fasting and praying they laid 
their hands on Barnabas and Saul and 
sent them forth as their missionaries. 
They were convinced that, inasmuch as 
Christian brethren had brought the 
gospel of Christ to them, they should 
carry it to the unsaved elsewhere. 

D Thessalonians 3:1-2 In this section 
Paul emphasized the vital relationship 
between belief and behavior. In these 
two verses Paul urgently requested the 
steadfast workers among his readers to 
pray for him. He urged them to pray 

was brought on the scene and the 
convoy moved eastward, stopping in 
Lexington to pick up Lany Koch, the 
on-site coordinator, bringing to eight 
the number of Minutemen aboard. 

"The convoy arrived in London 
around3:50a.m. Sixothersbecamepart 
of the convoy, depar ting again at 4:55 
a.m. 

" We arrived at the South Carolina 
Baptist Building, Columbia, at 1 :OB 
p .m. on Sunday the 24th. 

"Our team, now consisting of 14, ate 
lunch, got showers, and received a 
briefing before departing again and 
arriving at 8:40 p.m. at Sumter High 
School. 

"We parked in the high school parking 
lot for the night, had our devotion. At 
daybreak we began setting up for the 
first meal. Much had to be done as we 
had no water or electricity. People were 
staying in the activities building of the 
school, hungry and ready to be fed. " 

They began serving their first meal 
around 1:30p.m. anddidnotfinish until 

specifically that God's word might not 
be hindered but have a free course and 
be glorified, as had been the case in their 
midst. He also requested the steadfast 
workers to pray that he and his compan­
ion might "be delivered from unreason­
able and wicked men." 

m John 5-8 This brief epistle was 
written by John to Gaius. John declared 
his elj.rnest wish and prayer was that 
Gaius' financial prosperity and physical 
health might come to match his spiritual 
condition. 

Gaius was famous for his extending 
hospitality, kindness and graciousness 
to the missionaries and Christians who 
traveled through the city in which he 
resided. 

International series 

The redeeming lamb 
Revelation 5:1-12 The bookof Revela­

tion contains a record of the ·apostle 
John's vision which came to him while 
he was exiled on the Isle of Patmos in 
the Aegean Sea. While there John 
received a marvelous vision of the 
greatness of God and of Christ the 
Saviour. 

John declared he had observed God 
seated in majesty on his throne with a 
scroll in his hand. This scroll was sealed 
securely with seven seals. In verse two 
John informed his readers in his vision 
he had seen a "strong angel" calling 
loudly for someone worthy to loose the 
seal. When the seer learned no worthy 
man volunteered to render this service, 
he was deeply grieved and "wept much." 

One of the elders walked over to the 
seer and remarked to him, "Weep not: 
behold the lion of the tribe ofJudah, the 
root of David hath prevailed to open the 
book, and to loose the seven seals there­
of." This "lion of the tribe of Judah" 
was eminently qualified, for he was 
none other than the Messiah who sprang 
from the lineage of David. 

Having taken the scroll from the hand 
of God, the living Lord held the roll of 
history in his hand. Christians, to whom 
the future is a mystery, can experience 
peace and joy in the assurance that he 
holds the future. 

The lamb's act of taking the scroll 
from the hand of God was a signal for 
a great chorus of praise from the 24 
elders and the four living creatures as 
they prostrated themselves in genuine 
worship and praise. 

The book of Revelation was written 
to assure early Christians of their 
security in the hands of God. 

5:25. The evening meal began 30 min­
utes later and extended on into the 
evening. More than 2250 meals were 
served that first day. It was not until 
11:30 p.m. that the group could have 
their devotion and find a place to bed 
down. 

OnFridaymorning, l0dayslater,an 
exhausted group of Kentuckians loaded 
up and headed home. 

Thirty Kentucky Baptists-26 men 
and four women- had ministered to a 
shocked and hurting portion of human­
ity. They had prepared and served-up 
more than 25,000 meals; distributed 
scores of New Testaments and gospels 
of John; and administered an immeasur­
able amount of encouragement. They 
had used equipment provided by the 
Eliza Broadus offering. 

There was no big crowd to greet them; 
no heroes' welcome. But if I could be a 
"one man band," I'd play it loud and 
strong in gratitude to this group of 
caring people who make the rest of us 
proud. 
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God, not Gorbachev, took herwest, Soviet says 
by Jim Newton 

"It wasn't Gorbachev who let us go! We 
know that God provided us the safe 
journey," declared Baptist Martha Plitt, 
who arrived this year in West Germany 
as an immigrant from the Soviet Union. 

She is among 20,000 or more Soviet 
Baptists who will settle in West Ger­
many during the year, part of some 
100,000 Soviet citizens making the 
move. Mrs. Plitt, her husband and their 
six children are living in a refugee home 
set up by West German Baptists with 
funding help from the provincial gov-
ernment. • 

The home, a former estate house in a 
town south of Frankfurt, was a Baptist 
orphanage between 1947 and 1987, 
when it closed because West Germany's 
declining birthrate has resulted in fewer 
orphans. The large house has been con­
verted into a group of efficiency apart­
ments now sheltering 10 immigrant 
families from the Soviet Union and one 
family from Poland. Two babies have 
been born among the families since they 
arrived at the home. 

Unlike the East German refugees who 
have fled across borders and in some 
cases forded rivers to get to the West, 
these immigrants arrived in an orderly 
fashion by plane or train. One family 
took a three-day train ride to Moscow 
before catching a plane to Frankfurt. 
Some came with only suitcases; others 
were able to ship some household goods. 
The West German government provides 
them with clothes, spending money and 
other help during the adjustment 
period. 

Before coming to the Baptist home, 
the 11 families spent a week in one of 
the eight reception centers in West Ger­
many. They may stay at the home up to 
a year before housing is available. Space 
is tight for some families, especially 
those with children, bu;; the house is 
clean and well kept. Each family has a 
private sleeping area and !<itchen. 

Most of the families were average 
Soviet citizens, families whose hus­
bands and fathers held jobs as equip­
ment operators, locksmiths, electri­
cians. They are learning new job skills 

and brushing up on German for new 
work and new lives. They easily ob­
tained West German driver's licenses 
and some already have cars. Most speak 
German well and expect few problems 
fitting into society. Most have relatives 
still in the Soviet Union they hope to 
help come to the West. 

Afternoons are lively, as more than 
two dozen immigrant children pour into 
the home for after school snacks, then 
settle down at desks for homework. A 
teacher from the local school system.ar­
rives to help them. After some initial 
dismay at their numbers, local teachers 
warmed to the well behaved , neatly 
dressed children, said -Hans-Werner 
Wehmeyer, administrator of the home;· 

Why have the Soviets come? Immi-: 
grant Baptist Katharina Siemens · 
explained that ethnic Germans in the 
Soviet Union often endured persecution 
and ridicule from Russians still angry 
with Germans because of World War II. 
Their German names made them easy 
targets, she said. 

"Even our children were called fas­
cists, though they had never seen Ger­
many," she said. Conditions have im­
proved somewhat in recent years but 
discrimination still is a problem, she 
said. 

They also felt a need to be with others 
in the German culture, Mrs. Siemens 
said. Most members of her Soviet Bap­
tist church now are in West Germany. 
"Whole villages are coming over," she 
said. Life will be hard for the f-ew ethnic 
Germans still · in small Soviet villages; 
she believes. 

Despite problems in Soviet society, 
the German settlers got along well with 
Soviet Baptists, she said. In marathon 
Sunday services lasting more than two 
hours, members sometimes heard four 
messages from four preachers-one in 
German and three in Russian. German 
hymns also were sung along with Rus­
sian ones. 

The immigrants also point to the on­
going economic problems of living in a 
land where foodstuffs perpetually are 
in short supply. Most of the 11 families 
at the Baptist horn~ said they had built 
themselves houses with help from 

Beate Hanf (left), a teacher from the local school system, helps immigrant children 
do homework after school at tbe Baptist refugee home in Bensheim, West Germany. 
The hoalne helps new arrivals from eastern Europe and the Soviet Union settle into 
West German society. 

neighbors and friends. To come to the 
west, they walked away from their 
hard-won property and now are startmg 
life anew with little. Some older immi­
grants admitted to homesickness for 
Russian culture but said they have no 
regrets about leaving. 

The freedom of We~t Germany is good; 
said Mrs.- Siemens .. "Butp:i,aybe there.is 

too much freedom," she added, pointing 
to publicly displayed nudity and other 
aspects of contemporary West German 
society. 

"Their churches have very strict rules. 
It is impossible for them to understand 
the freer German culture," explained 
Wehmeyer. Still, most settlers are ful­
filling long-held dreams. (BP) 

Twenty-four SBC congregations 
baptized more than 300 last year 
by Joe Westbury 

Twenty-four Southern Baptist 
churches reported more than 300 
baptisms in .1988, a net gain of one 
from the previous year, according to 
figures released by the Home Mission 
Board. 

: Although one additional church 
was on the 1988 list, the average 
church in the group baptized fewer 
individuals. 

The 23 churches in 1987 reported 
11,458 total baptisms, while the 24 
in 1988 reported 11,546, or a net in­
crease of 88. The average per church 
dipped from 498 to 481. 

Phil Jones, a director in the board's 
Research Division, based the report 
on information compiled from the 
Southern Baptist 1988 uniform 
church letter statistical survey. 

Five churches that were on the 
1987 roster did not make it on the 
1988 list but six newcomers made the 
ranks of churches with the highest 
number of baptisms in the denomina­
tion, j ones said. 

The • top five churches were the 
same as the previous year, but only 
one-Bellevue in Memphis, Tenn., in 
fifth place-reported an increase. 

Leading the list was North Phoenix 
(Ariz.) Baptist Church which again 
reported the most baptisms in the de­
nomination with 1118, down from 
1206. RichardJacksonispastorof the 
congregation. 

Ranked second was First Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, Fla., where 
current SBC president Jerry Vines is 
pastor. The Florida congregation re­
ported 915 baptisms, down from the 
previous year's 950. 

Remaining churches in the top five, 
and their current and previous years' 

• baptisms, are First, Dallas, 683 (919); 
Second, Houston, 655 (701); andBell­
vue, 640 (622). 

With the exception of the Arizona 
congregation, -19 of the 24 top 
churches are from the Bible belt, 
where Southern Baptists are deeply 
rooted, Jones said . .The top-ranking 
states were Texas with eight 
churches, Florida, six, and Georgia, 
five. 

In addition, the churches are lo­
cated in large cities or suburbs of 
metropolitan areas where they draw 
from a large population base, Jones 
added. 

Newcomers to the 1988 list, their 
baptisms •and ranking are: First, 
Springdale, Ark., 374, 13th; First, 
Moore, Okla., 355, 15th; First, Lees­
burg, Fla., 339, 19th; First, Snellville, 
Ga., 337, .20th; Hebron, Dacula, Ga., 
333, 22nd; and First, Euless, Ft. 
Worth, Tex., 316, 23rd. 

Remaining churches include: San 
Jacinto, Amarillo, Tex., 635, sixth; 
First, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., 590, 
seventh; First, Woodstock, Ga., 579, 
eighth; Westside, Jacksonville, Fla., 
442, ninth. 

First, Houston, 416, 10th; First, Or­
lando, Fla., 399, 11th; First Southern, 
Del City, Okla., 387, 12th; Sagemont, 
Houston, 356, 14th; First, Atlanta, 
348, 16th; Hyde Park, Austin, Tex., 
343, 17th. 

First, West Palm Beach, Fla., 341, 
18th; Prestonwood, Dallas, 334, 21st; 
and Rehoboth, Atlanta, 311, 24th. 

Churches that placed in 1987 but 
did not appear on the 1988 list, their 
baptism totals and their rank in­
clude: First, San Antonio, Tex., 462, 
eighth; Retta, Houston, 348, 16th; 
Metropolitan, Houston, 329, 18th; 
First, Ferguson, St. Louis, 323, 19th; 
and Champion Forest, Houston, 311, 
23rd. 

Orrin Morris, director of the Re­
search Division for the Home Mission 
Board, defined the churches as the 
result "of a great personality or series 
of personalities. 

They are the products of men with 
extraordinary vision and spiritual 
commitment." 

However, he cautioned pastors of 
smaller congregations from using the 
churches as models on which to base 
personal success or failure. 

"Nothing like this is going to hap­
pen to the average Southern Baptist 
church unless it is in a fast-growing 
area. You have a lot of 'First Baptist' 
type churches here that have the re­
sources and population base to get 
these figures. 

"They are to be greatly applauded 
but they are unique unto themselves 
and are in a class all their own," he 
added. -

Darrell Robinson, HMB vice presi­
dent for evangelism, said he was en­
couraged by the baptism totals and 
the increasing emphasis on conver­
sions and telling about faith in Christ 
among the denomination's churches. 

"Two primary elements make the 
difference in a church reaching 
people," he said. "First is the pastor's 
leadership in evangelism that makes 
soul winning a priority in his own life 
and equipping members for soul win­
ning and witnessing a priority in his 
ministry. 

"Second is strong lay leadership 
and involvement in soul winning and 
witnessing, both in the organized 
church programs of evangelism and 
in everyday life." 

Robinson also said the churches 
represent "thousands of smaller 
churches in lesser populated areas 
that have a great heart for Jesus and 
his mission to reach the lost." (BP) 
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Kentucky Baptist Foundation seminars off er 
local churches opportunities to learn useful information 

General estate stewardship counseling. 
Endowment and capital giving education/promotion. 
Investment management. 
These are the Kentucky Baptist Foundation's three primary 
programs. 

But the Foundation offers another opportunity especially 
for local churches--seminars which can give useful infor­
mation such as the importance of making a Christian will. 

"These seminars are a chance for us to minister to a local 
congregation although they may never give an endowment 
to the Foundation," explained Richard Carnes, director, 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation. "Most churches aren't aware 
that this ministry [seminars] is free of charge." 

Carnes added that "every Baptist needs their financial 
estate in order and a proper will drafted." By providing 
general education, individuals can "benefit from such infor­
mation which can enable them to be better financial stew­
ards." 

Sam Roberts, pastor of Baptist Tabernacle, an inner 
city Louisville church, asked Carnes to present a seminar 
to his congregation in a recent Sunday evening service. • 
The Foundation seminar followed the church'.s month-long 
stewardship emphasis. 

Carnes' 45-minute presentation focused on wills and estate 
planning from a stewardship emphasis. The seminar in­
formed the congregation of how their money can benefit 
others, whether it is family, a Baptist institution or a Baptist 
agency. 

"The seminar gave general facts which were easily 
understood by everyone," Roberts remarked. Roberts said 
his congregation responded with several specific questions 
concerning financial planning and estates. 

Although the event had already been on the Baptist Taber­
nacle church calendar for some time, the seminar came in the 
aftermath of a death in a congregation member's family 
which, with no will provided, has resulted in some serious 
financial consequences. "The timing of this occurence and 
the seminar really helped in making someone's finances and 
good stewardship more relevant," Roberts reflected. 

ff a person has not drafted a will prior to their own death, 
the state will have one for them and monies may go to other 
sources rather than the original individuals or institutions 
one had intended. 

"It is frightening to see how dollars are allocated if some­
one has not planned ahead and made their own will," Carnes 
explained. 

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation has many free bro­
chures available on request which are helpful in explaining 
necessary steps in financial planning. One brochure is 
entitled, "What You've Always Wanted to Know About 
Wills." It emphasizes that a do-it-yourself approach, home­
made will is not advisable. Most people cannot keep up with 
the continuing changes in federal and state laws to justify 
drawing up a will without professional help. 

Other points made in this specific brochure are: How do 
l go about making a will?; How does a will actually work 
when I die?; What if I have a will but am not satisfied with 
it?; How much does a will cost?; Is it possible to setup a trust 
in my will?; Do spouses need wills?; and How can a 
charitable bequest benefit me? 

Other brochures available include: 

Women's Financial Planner 
Your Guide to Effective Giving 
Better Estate Planning 
How to Make a Will That Works 
What You've Always Wanted to Know About Wills 
Tributes: Creative Ideas for Remembering Others 
An Estate Planning Quiz 
How to Give More By Giving Securities 
Questions and Answers About Gift Annuities 
When Should a Woman Have a Will? 
Giving Real Estate 
Giving Through Life Insurance 

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation also offers free bulletin 
inserts, especially if your church is planning an emphasis in 
making a Christian will. January is Make Your Will Month 
across the Southern Baptist Convention. 

"The Kentucky Baptist Foundation is looking for arenas 
which to share," Carnes related. "We're excited about op­
portunities to give worthwhile information." 

If your church or organization is interested in having a 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation representative speak on wills 
and general estate planning during a Sunday service or 
Wednesday evening service, contact Richard Carnes, 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion, P. 0. Box 43433, Middletown, KY, 40243, (502) 245-
4101. 


	20231007180036804
	20231007180213037

