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FOR THE RECORD

Meeting plans
Schedules are set for
annual meetings of the
Southern Baptist
Convention in
Indianapolis and the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship in Fort Worth,
Texas. See page 2.

Largest gift

The Kentucky Baptist
Foundation has received
its largest gift in history
to benefit the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s five
education institutions.
See page 3.

Editorial

Why did Keith Parks
decide to call it quits?
See page 5.

Health index
America’s social health is
in critical condition, an

annual index indicates.
See page 6.
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See page 7

BEDFORD, Texas—Keith Parks
will retire in October as president of
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, he told the agency’s trustees
March 20 after 13 hours of intense,
closed-door dialogue.

“There are some basic philosophi-
cal differences between me and the
trustees,” Parks told reporters. “I do
not feel I exert the kind of leadership
expected by some of the trustees.”

In a statement read by trustee
Chairman Bill Hancock, trustees said
they “emphatically urged” Parks to
stay but they respected “his percep-
tion of God’s leadership” in leaving.

The statement acknowledged
Parks’ “superior leadership as presi-
dent since 1980” and expressed trus-

Science finds
evidence for
Exodus story

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

The biblical account of the parting
of the Red Sea is possible from a sci-
entific perspective, two oceanogra-
phers reported last week.

Using a computer model and
mathematical formulas, professors
Doron Nof and Nathan Paldor identi-
fied a scenario that could account for
the waters parting to let the Hebrew
people pass on dry land while the pur-
suing Egyptians were swallowed by
water soon afterward.

“Although such events are not very
common, they are certainly possible
from a scientific point of view,” their
report states.

Nof is professor of oceanography
at Florida State University in Talla-
hassee. Paldor is associate professor
of atmospheric sciences at Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

Their research is published in the
March issue of the Bulletin of the
American Meteorological Society.

The model used by the scientists
assumes the crossing took place on the
northern edge of the Gulif of Suez,
which connects the Red Sea and the
Mediterranean Sea. This is the region
generally accepted by scholars as a
likely site for the biblical miracle.

The Guif of Suez is an “ideal body
of water” for the kind of process de-
scribed in the biblical account because
of its geography, the scholars report.

The gulf is about 217 miles long
and 12 to 18 miles wide. Its average
depth is about 118 feet. On its north-
em side, the bottom slope is gentle.
Also, high mountain chains run along
both sides of the gulf.

The researchers’ calculations are
based on a strong wind blowing for up
to 10 hours across the water from the
northeast, pushing it toward the Red
Sea proper. This coincides with the
biblical account, except for a possible
discrepancy in the wind direction.

The study states such a wind could
drop the sea level about 8 feet and re-
cede the shoreline about three-fourths
of a mile.

Nof compares the action to blow-
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tee “concern for continuity in the on-
going mission enterprise.”

Both Parks and trustees said the
president was not pressured to leave
at this time. However, Parks said he
did not believe differences between
him and some trustees were settled for
the long term and were destined to
come up “again and again.”

Parks told the Western Recorder a
majority of trustees “would have vot-
ed for me to stay under whatever con-
ditions I set.”

However, “anumber who are very
influential” appeared to oppose his
continued tenure, Parks said. Those
were the ones who, when a trustee
moved to vote to keep Parks through
1995, stepped forward to say the

board could not do that, he said.
They also are the ones, he added,
who came to him after he announced
his retirement and said: “Your stock
has gone up in our eyes. There are
philosophical differences between us.
You did right by stepping down.”
Parks also told the Western Re-
corder he appreciates the work of
Chairman Hancock, pastor of High-
view Baptist Church in Louisville.
“Bill Hancock worked hard to en-
courage the board and me to continue
working together,” Parks said. “He
has given an inordinate amount of
time and energy to finding a way I
could continue and the board could
work with me.
“He has done everything he could

Parks announces retirement as FMB president

do. I’ve appreciated his efforts in this
whole matter.”

The controversy over Parks’ lead-
ership was ignited last October when
trustees withdrew FMB funding for a
European Baptist seminary they said
was theologically liberal. Parks op-
posed the action because he said it was
unwise to link financial support to
strict theological conformity.

Although Baptists on both conti-
nents protested the decision, trustees
refused in December to restore fund-
ing to the Baptist Theological Semi-
nary at Ruschlikon, Switzerland,
which was founded by the FMB and
staffed mostly by missionaries. The
FMB’s top two administrators for Eu-
O See Parks cites ..., page 9
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HOTLINE Brotherhood Commission President James Williams checks the prayer requests available on the new Project Brotherhood
prayer update line. Callers to (901) 278-7839 will learn the latest needs related to Southern Baptists’ efforts to ship food and medical
supplies to Russia. (BP photo by David Nester)

Kentuckians asked to send food to Russia

By Marv Knox
Editor

Kentucky Baptists can put food on
the tables and inoculations in the arms
of thousands of former Soviets this
spring and summer.

Project Brotherhood, Baptists’
phase of an international, interdenom-
inational effort, will provide food and
medicine for people in the Common-
wealth of Independent States.

Baptists’ involvement in the huge
relief project was requested by Presi-
dent George Bush, reported Bob
Simpkins, director of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s Brotherhood de-
partment.

“We’re not alone in this,” said
Simpkins, whose office is coordinat-
ing Kentucky Baptists’ participation
in Project Brotherhood. “We’re work-
ing with many other Baptist groups
and other people of faith.”

In fact, the World Council of
Churches has assigned particular So-
viet areas to different faith groups
around the world. U.S. efforts are di-

rected at Moscow and Russia.

Simpkins said Kentucky Baptists
can help in three ways:

§ Go. Brotherhood leaders are
looking for volunteers who will travel
overseas to help Soviet Baptists dis-
tribute food.

Dennis and Jennefer Quinn of St.
Charles, Mo., will leave for Moscow
March 28 and set up shop to coordi-
nate the work of other volunteers, who
are to begin arriving two weeks later
and work in two-week shifts for up to
six months, maybe longer.

Four Kentucky Baptists already
have contacted the KBC’s Brother-
hood department about volunteering
for the project. More are needed.

I Send food. Tons of flour, sugar,
rice, meat and other food are needed
to help feed the people. People of faith
are packing boxes to get them the food
they need.

Just as important, however, is the
money needed to ship the food. Each
box must be accompanied by a $50
check, made out to Project Brother-
hood, to cover shipping costs.

§ Pray. The Southern Baptist
Brotherhood Commission has called
on Baptists to pray for Project Broth-
erhood every day, beginning this Sun-
day, March 29.

“Project Brotherhood is a great
way for Southern Baptists to reach out
to those suffering in the former Soviet
Union, not only through their contri-
butions, but through prayer,” said
commission President Jim Williams.
“Pray that God will continue to use
this effort to more fully open the door
to evangelism in that part of the world.
This is the driving force behind this
effort, and prayer can make it hap-
mn.”

Kentucky’s statewide Brotherhood
prayer chain is being alerted to focus
prayer on the project, Simpkins said.
Randall Rogers, a layman and mem-
ber of Bethlehem Baptist Church in
Greensburg, is coordinator of the
Kentucky prayer effort.

The Brotherhood Commission has
set up a Project Brotherhood prayer
update telephone line.

0 See Kentuckians asked ..., page 9
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B Louisville has been
chosen as the site for
Mission 95, a national

student missions
conference planned for
Dec. 27-30, 1994.

Almost 4,000 students

attended Mission 90 in

Fort Worth, Texas. The
events are sponsored

every five years by five

SBC agencies.

M Baptist relief
volunteers in Iraq are
working on alert in light
of rumors that the U.S.
might attack Iraq to force
compliance with the U.N.
agreement that ended
the Persian Gulf War.
“Everybody has a bag
packed and they’re ready
to move out at a
moment’s notice,” one
official reported.

M Three products
published by the
Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board ranked
among the top 100 best-
selling reference books
nationwide last year. The
Holman Bible Dictionary
ranked seventh in sales,
while two volumes of the
New American
Commentary ranked
25th and 32nd.

B “We made a
mistake,” Sunday
School Board President
Jimmy Draper said after
the Nashville agency was
criticized for allowing
country music star Hank
Williams Jr. to use its
satellite uplink facilities
to broadcast a program
sponsored by a beer
company. Although the
Sunday School Board
often leases its television
facilities, all outiside
users are supposed to
meet certain criteria—a
measure that got
confused in this case, he
said.

Annual convention set for Indianapolis June 9-11

INDIANAPOLIS (BP)—About
20,000 messengers are expected to at-
tend the 1992 meeting of the South-
ern Baptist Convention in the India-
napolis Hoosier Dome June 9-11,
SBC offficials project.

Those messengers will vote in a
potential three-way contest for presi-
dent, consider the issue of how
churches deal with homosexuality and
hear reports and speeches from a vari-
ety of people, possibly including U.S.
Vice President Dan Quayle.

Theme of the meeting is “Bold

Believers in a Broken World.”
. Quayle, an Indiana native, is
scheduled to bring personal greetings
at the start of the annual meeting June
9. However, he is “not able to nail
down a commitment of this sort until
closer to the date,” said Mark Cop-
penger, vice president for convention
relations with the SBC Executive
Committee.

Contemporary Christian singer
Sandi Patti has withdrawn plans for a
concert during the convention. She
has cancelled her appearances for the
first seven months of 1992 in order to
devote more time to her family, SBC
officials said.

RETIRING Myron Madden, shawn here in
front of his New Orleans home, is retiring
after serving as advice columnist for Home
Life magazine for 27 years. (BP photo by
Kevin Devine)

Three Kentuckians will appear on
the platform during the convention,
and a fourth will serve on the commit-
tee on order of business.

Sandra Hodge of Princeton serves
on the committee which oversees the
convention’s business sessions.
Prayers will be offered by LaVeme
Butler, president of Mid-Continent
Baptist Bible College in Mayfield,
and Bob Litton, pastor of Utica Bap-
tist Church. Roy Honeycutt, president
of Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary in Louisville, will present that
school’s annual report.

Two pastors already have an-
nounced they will be nominated for
the SBC presidency—Jess Moody of
Van Nuys, Calif., and Nelson Price of
Marietta, Ga.—while a third, Ed
Young of Houston, seems probable.
Both Price and Young are well known
conservatives, while Moody has not
openly taken a side in the 13-year
SBC battle between conservatives and
moderates. Conservatives have won
every presidential election since 1979.

Presiding at the Indianapolis con-
vention will be Morris Chapman of
Wichita Falls, Texas, who will be-
come president of the SBC Executive

. The paper defending ;-the BC’s
_ unified missions budget is an at-
tempt to put “the charges of the Co-
~ operative Baptist Fellowship in his-
_ torical perspective,” explained Mark

 tioms,

 ern Baptist figures such as J.M.
_ Frost, John Broadus, James Boyce,
~ AT. Robertson, Basil Manly, John

‘;._Ccppenger Executive Committee
 vice pres:deni for conventlon reia-j

Committee after the annual meeting.

A large-scale evangelistic cam-
paign, Crossover Indianapolis, will
precede the convention as will the an-
nual Pastors’ Conference, the SBC
Woman’s Missionary Union annual
meeting and dozens of special-inter-
est meetings.

Lewis Drummond, retiring presi-
dent of Southeastern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C.,
will bring the annual sermon. Former
SBC president Charles Stanley, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in Atlanta,
will deliver the final message Thurs-
day moming.

One of the musical highlights will
be Bill Gaither and the Gaither Vocal
Band at the Tuesday afternoon ses-
sion. Also scheduled are choirs from
Oklahoma, Texas, Virginia and Ten-
nessee. A mass youth choir will open
the Wednesday night session which
includes the report from the Foreign
Mission Board.

In between the opening gavel
Tuesday morning and the final prayer
Thursday morning, messengers will
hear a myriad of reports from SBC
agencies, institutions, committees and
fraternal organizations. Motions, res-

Sampey, Herschel Hobbs, E.Y.

~ Mullins, B.H. Carroll, L.R. Scarbor-
_ough, Carlyle Mamey and George

Truett.
The three videos are:

deszgned as an outreach tool for

"chnrches 'I'he tape whlch wﬂlpiay

~ BA public service announoeinent

_sion to promote moral and spmmal ‘

B A five-minute version of the
_ _ “Meet Southern Baptists” brochure
ellowship is a group of

_‘ ‘tee at 901 Commerce St. #750,
te Southem Bapt:sts uahap-' ‘

’- ’Nashvﬂle, Tenn. 37203.

~ olutions, debate and voting will occu-

Py messengers in the six sessions.

Expected to draw particular inter-
est are motions concerning the dispos-
al of $300,000 in a capital expendi-
tures fund set aside in 1968 which has
been claimed by the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs as well
as the SBC Christian Life Commis-
sion. The SBC Executive Committee
will recommend it be given control
over the fund.

Also, bylaw change proposals are
expected from the Executive Com-
mittee aimed at barring churches
which approve homosexual practices.
The Executive Committee passed a
resolution in February aimed at two
North Carolina churches, and bylaw
changes are expected in Indianapolis
in an attempt to keep messengers from
those churches participating in the an-
nual meeting.

Debate also is expected about the
practices of Masonic lodges. The is-
sue of Freemasonry arose at last
year’s convention and was referred to
the Home Mission Board. HMB di-
rectors recently decided not to deal
with the question and will refer it back
to the Indianapolis annual meeting.

called “Treasures” for use on televi-

values.

B A television spot called “Safe
Sex” that promotes monogamous
sexual relationship within marriage
as God’s plan.

The two broadcast videos come
in one-inch commercial format and
are available for loan.

 To receive any of these materi-
als, contact the Executive Commit-

Fellowship WI|| chart future at Fort Worth meeting

FORT WORTH, Texas—Deci-
sions about future missions ventures
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
will be made during the organiza-
tion’s general assembly April 30-May
2 at the Tarrant County Convention
Center in Fort Worth, Texas.

In preparation for that meeting, the
Fellowship’s coordinating council has
voted to begin a global missions of-
fering and heard of plans to employ
the group’s first two missionaries.

Fellowship leaders have not re-
leased statistics on anticipated atten-
dance, but last year’s convocation in
Atlanta drew about 6,000 people. In
the past year, the number of churches
giving money through the Fellowship
has doubled, leaders said.

During 1991, mission gifts chan-
neled through the Fellowship totalled
$4.52 million, and 1992 receipts are
projected at $6.7 million.

The meeting of Southern Baptist
moderates disenchanted with the de-
nomination’s conservative leadership
will be held just six weeks prior to the
annual meeting of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention in Indianapolis.
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The Fellowship’s moderator, John
Hewett, said his group will host a
meeting where “every free Baptist
will have the right to speak.”

Hewett, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Asheville, N.C., said dis-
senting voices will be heard in Fort
Worth and “the priesthood of every
believer will be respected.”

Cecil Sherman, former pastor of
Broadway Baptist Church in Fort
Worth, will be installed as the organi-
zation’s first full-time coordinator
during the final session, May 2.

During the coordinating council’s
March 12-14 planning meeting in At-
lanta, Fellowship leaders proposed a
$2.5 million missions budget and a
$30,000 scholarship fund for 1993.

Meeting that budget will require at
least 100 churches giving $1,000 per
month toward Fellowship mission
projects, Sherman said.

The council also heard about pre-
liminary plans to hire as the Fellow-
ship’s first missionaries Charles and
Kathie Thomas, who resigned from
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board in January to protest actions of

FMB trustees. Mrs. Thomas is a Ken-
tucky native.

In addition to appointing the Tho-
mases, the council’s missions strate-
gy calls for hiring a stateside missions
coordinator and a European-based co-
ordinator for missions on the conti-
nent. No candidates were announced,
but leaders acknowledge they would
like to hire Kentucky native Keith
Parker, former FMB area director for
Europe, to fill the overseas post.

The Fellowship’s proposed annual
global missions offering is not intend-
ed to compete with the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering for foreign mis-
sions or the Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering for home missions, leaders
said.

Rather, the offering is intended to
offer an alternative for churches un-
happy with the traditional SBC offer-
ings, said Jimmy Allen, co-chairman
of the council’s global missions min-
istry group.

Participants in the upcoming gen-
eral assembly also will consider a
partnership agreement that outlines
relationships between the new Baptist

group and European Baptists.

Theme of the general assembly is
“Presence and Promise.”

Plenary session speakers will in-
clude Samuel Proctor, pastor emeritus
of Abyssinian Baptist Church, New
York City; Phil Lineberger, pastor of
First Baptist Church, Tyler, Texas;
Cheryl Collins Patterson, writer and
editor from Fallon, Nev.; Paul Duke,
pastor of Kirkwood Baptist Church,
St. Louis, Mo.; Linda McKinnish
Bridges, assistant professor of New
Testament at the Baptist Theological
Seminary of Richmond (Va.); Bill
Leonard, professor of religion at Sam-
ford University, Birmingham, Ala.,
and Tillie Burgin, minister of mis-
sions at First Baptist Church, Arling-
ton, Texas.

The opening message April 30 will
be delivered by Hewett. Moderator-
elect Patricia Ayres, a layperson from
Austin, Texas, will speak during the
final session May 2.

Reported by Greg Warner through
Associated Baptist Press and Sarah Zim-
merman and David Winfrey through Bap-
tist Press
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Foundation receives largest gift ever

Kentucky Baptists’ five Christian
education institutions will benefit
from the largest monetary gift in Ken-
tucky Baptist history.

The gift from the Gilbertville-
based Reed Foundation has been giv-
en through the Kentucky Baptist
Foundation to establish the Kentucky
Baptist Christian Education Endow-
ment, according to KBF Executive
Director Richard Carnes.

In proportions set forth by the do-
nor, each of the five schools will re-
ceive the earnings from the endow-
ment without restrictions. Established
in late December 1991, the endow-
ment will benefit Campbellsville,
Cumberland, Clear Creek and Geor-
getown colleges, as well as Oneida
Baptist Institute.

“The Kentucky Baptist Founda-
tion is honored to have the opportuni-
ty to serve the trustees of the Reed
Foundation and the five Christian ed-
ucation institutions through manage-
ment of this endowment fund,” Car-
nes said. “The donor is to be com-
mended for the significant investment
being made in the lives of students by
providing this gift to support Christian
education institutions. This is truly a
historic gift for Kentucky Baptists.”

The Reed Foundation has chosen
not to release the specific amount of
the gift made by the charitable foun-
dation, which was established by the
Reed family in 1990.

David W. Reed, representing the
Reed Foundation, confirmed that the
KBF gift is earmarked for the KBC-
supported schools.

Both Reed and his wife, Vickie,
have long supported Baptist work, in-
cluding KBC-recognized causes.

They are active members of Briens-
burg Baptist Church near Benton,

- where both hold positions of service,

as they have for many years.

Reed’s father, the late Clyde Reed,
founded Reed Crushed Stone Co. in
Lake City in 1950 and built it into one
of Western Kentucky’s most success-
ful businesses. Recognized as one of
the country’s largest quarry opera-
tions, Reed Crushed Stone was iden-
tified by industry sources as the lead-
ing producer of crushed stone in the
United States in 1989 and 1990.

“On behalf of the Reed Founda-
tion, we are pleased to be able to par-
ticipate in a meaningful way in the
continued growth and progress of
these institutions, which are based on
strong Christian heritage,” Reed said.

“The variety of opportunities that
these schools offer takes in a broad
spectrum of educational and develop-
mental needs. Beginning in the forma-
tive years, by setting direction and es-
tablishing purpose for young lives; at
the college level, by providing a solid
broad-based education with strong
Christian emphasis; and, for those
pursuing a Christian vocation, by pro-
viding further specialized preparation,
these schools collectively cover all
phases of Christian development.

“In our opinion, the foundation
these institutions provide, particularly
to young people, and their influence
on furthering the gospel message war-
rant this favorable consideration.”

The presidents of all the institu-
tions expressed gratitude for the gift.

“We are thankful and exceedingly
grateful to the donor, whose gift is an
answer to prayer,” said Jim Taylor,
president of Cumberland College.

“This is truly a wonderful commit-
ment to Christian higher education
which will pay dividends for time and
all eternity.

“This donor surely has a huge
stewardship heart; and we all feel
deeply indebted, including our trust-
ees, faculty, staff and students. We are
thankful and shall do everything with-
in our power to be worthy of the con-
fidence which has been placed in us.”

“This generous gift expresses con-
fidence in Kentucky Baptist Christian
education and encourages us all,” add-
ed Bill Whittaker, president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College. “It is
great news in these economically
down days. Endowment income is a
vital part of our long-term financial
strength.”

The Reed Foundation has ex-
pressed the hope that many Kentucky
Baptists will increase their involve-
ment and long-range support of the
Kentucky Baptist institutions. More
broadly, the contribution was intend-
ed to serve as a catalyst for other sec-
ular foundations to aid the advance-
ment of parochial schools. The estab-
lishment of the endowment provides
an avenue for such support.

“This unprecedented gift by the
Reed Foundation will greatly
strengthen the mission of these Ken-
tucky Baptist institutions,” said KBC
Executive Secretary William W. Mar-
shall.

“Hopefully, this remarkable exam-
ple of Christian stewardship will at-
tract the generosity of numerous other
Kentucky Baptists whose financial
resources could more fully assure the
future mission of our Kentucky Bap-
tist institutions,” Ma.tshall said.

Bookkeeper deposnts her thoughts in songs

WILLIAMSBURG—Cumber-
land College’s bookkeeper is account-
ing for a hidden musical talent.

Having served 24 years as super-
visor of personnel records in the trea-
surer’s office of Cumberland College,
Louise Foley has found something
new to record. She recently began to
write and sing gospel music.

She surprised a lot of people, in-
cluding herself, she said.

“T’ve always loved music,” Foley
explained. “It’s been an important part
of my life all along. But I never
thought I could actually write it.”

Foley’s grandfather was a country
music teacher who used to travel from
church to church holding week-long
“singing schools” in the *40s and ’50s.
Foley credits him as her teacher.

Foley and her husband, Willard,
have been members of Goldbug Bap-
tist Church for 30 years. He has led
the music at the church and she has
been a faithful choir member. Now
the church often gets to hear Mrs.
Foley’s own compositions.

“The church is real pleased about
this,” said Pastor Gene Young. “The
church’s ministry is strengthened by
her dedication, using her music for the
glory of G

The idea for writing music had
been in the back of her mind a long
time and finally got her attention, she
said. “It kept bearing on my mind, so
I had to do something about it.”

FAMILY SINGERS Cumberland College bookkeeper Louise Foley and her daughters,
Debra Peace and Donna Colegrove, often sing the songs Foley writes.

In May 1990, Foley put down on
paper the words to her first song,
“Singing in Glory Land.” With the
tune in her head, she played and sang
her song to her daughters one after-
noon. They helped with the technical
aspects of the music.

Foley’s oldest daughter, Donna
Colegrove, is an assistant professor in
Cumberland’s music department and
is organist at First Baptist Church in
Williamsburg. Debbie Peace, Foley’s
youngest daughter, sings with her

mother and sister.

Foley has written a total of 15 gos-
pel songs.

“I really enjoy this with all my
heart,” she said. Sometimes she wish-
es she could spend more time writing,
but she said she has to learn to be pa-
tient.

“This is the Lord working with me
to do this,” she said. “I wait for his
leadership. I believe everyone has a
calling, and this is my way of being a
witness for him.”

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

B Kentucky campers are
invited to the state’s
second Campers on
Mission rally April 10-12
at Kentucky Diamond
Caverns in Park City. The
cost is $10 per night,
and space can be
reserved by calling the
campground at (502)
749-2891.

M Exchange students
from Scandinavia,
France, ltaly, Spain,
Germany, Holland, Great
Britain, Japan and New
Zealand are looking for
American families to live
with during the next
school year. For
information on serving
as a host family, contact
ASSE International
Student Exchange
Program at (800) 473-
0696.

B Cumberland
College’s theater will
present “The Curious
Savage,” a comedy, April
9-12 in Williamsburg.
For ticket information,
contact the school at
(606) 549-2200.

M Emilio Castro, general
secretary of the World
Council of Churches, will
deliver the Gheens
Lectures at Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary at 10 a.m.
March 31-April 3. A
native of Montevideo,
Uruguay, Castro is an
ordained minister of the
Evangelical Methodist
Church of Uruguay.

B Correction: A story in
last week’s Recorder
incorrectly listed the
phone number to call for
information about church
starting. The correct
number is (502) 244-
6461.
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Perhaps it’s naivete, or maybe the
innocence of youth. But it may also
be the literal interpretation of Philip-
pians 4:13. Regardless of where it
originated, the understanding that as a
Christian and as an American my ca-
reer options are endless
has shaped my educa-
tional and professional
decision-making.

My parents always assured me that
I could become anything that I, with
the Lord’s guidance, wanted to be-
come.

As a student at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, I am pursuing
new goals. ... All the while, I am be-
lieving that as a Christian I can do
anything Christ calls me to.

VIEWPOINT

‘The field of opportunity is not open’ for women ministers

Sure, I have heard about the strug-
gles of women in ministry. Until re-
cently I was sure that the SBC, my
community of faith, would not stand
in the way of Christ’s calling.

However, as painful as it was, I re-
cently heard the presi-
dent of an SBC agency
give glowing reports
about the work women
have done in church planting. The
speaker then took a breath and ex-
claimed that “of course they are not
the pastors” of these new churches
they are responsible for planting.

With that phrase, memories of a
night spent in the third-floor laundry
room of the women’s dormitory,
shedding tears with a friend, came

flooding back. A representative of her
home state had spent the day explain-
ing that she would not have a place to
serve, as God has called her, if she re-
turned home.

How could the organization that is
partially responsible for my Christian
education and faith development
bring myself and others to this point
and then tell us we must have misun-
derstood what we have come to
know? How could Christians deny
Christ’s calling among his people?

We continue to sing “Wherever He
Leads I’ll Go,” but today it becomes
clear that for some, that song only ap-
plies to white, Anglo-Saxon males.

As a women raised in the Southern
Baptist tradition, it pains me to finally

realize what other pioneers already
know. The field of opportunity is not
open within my community of faith.
As the SBC leadership, and its agen-
cies, systematically eliminate popula-
tion segments from its ranks, it is
eliminating more than Cooperative
Program dollars. It is eliminating tal-
ented pastors, professors, teachers,
administrators and dedicated Chris-
tians who could bring inspired diver-
sity to this community.

The truth of this trend of elimina-
tion brings sadness and anger to this
Southern Baptist, but it does not
weaken my commitment. Wherever
he leads, I’ll go.

Ramona G. Reynolds
Louisville

Speak, please

When God called me to work with
blacks in the 1940s, Southern Baptists
were a segregated people and a segre-
gated denomination. A few coura-
geous leaders saw the injustice and
prejudice of segregation and were
teaching and writing to that effect.
Those who tried to preach about it
were usually fired, especially if they
practiced their beliefs.

One of the things that kept me ded-
icated to working with blacks was for-
eign missionaries writing and saying
that prejudice and segregation at
home were hurt-
ing foreign mis-
sions. Through
26 years as a
home missionary and since, I have
said that the SBC did not change its
segregation attitudes until foreign
missionaries spoke out in the 1950s
and ’60s. Of course, the Bible, semi-
nary professors, civil rights and other
factors had an effect, but I believe the
strongest factor was the missionaries.

Now we face another crisis. Unless
foreign missionaries speak out very
strongly, I believe the Cooperative
Program and missions are seriously
threatened. If missions is the glue
holding the SBC together, the glue is
being watered down. I realize foreign
missionaries risk their careers by
speaking out, and I cannot judge those
who do not.

BAPTIST FORUM

The Foreign Mission Board trust-
ees banned press and outsiders from
the meeting March 19-20, but many
missionaries and thousands of South-
ern Baptists were there in prayer.

Bill Moore
Owensboro

One correction

Thank you for your report on my
February 24 speech to Kentucky pas-
tors (WR, March 3). However, I need
to correct the record on one point.
Your lead paragraph says I “made a
personal appeal ... that the Christian
Life Commis-
sion is a better
representative
for Baptists in
Washington” than the Baptist Joint
Committee. This misstates my mes-
sage.

I did say that CLC is better able to
do its religious liberty assignment for
the SBC than its critics say. I shared
my testimony about my lifetime in
SBC churches. I told about my work
with religious freedom cases, starting
with the landmark equal access case,
Widmar v. Vincent in 1981. I ex-
plained our brief in Lee v. Weisman,
and responded to criticisms of our
brief by BJIC. I showed that we are not
novices unaware of Baptist history.

CLC agrees with BJC that the
Lemon test prohibits commencement
prayer, but we disagree that the First

Amendment requires this result. Lem-
on should be changed so that com-
mencement prayers can be permitted
as an accommodation of traditional
religious expression which does not
induce, coerce, endorse or fund reli-
gious teaching.

Your story says ... BIC told you
that commencement prayer “was not
necessarily inappropriate.” If BJC has
changed its mind, I would be glad to
hear now what commencement
prayers BJC would support.

Michael K. Whitehead
SBC Christian Life Commission
Washington

Honesty responds

Honesty, Louisville, Southern
Baptists advocating equal rights for
gay, lesbian and bisexual people, re-
sponds to recent Baptist events and
writings pertinent to our purpose.

We affirm Pullen Memorial Bap-
tist Church for recognizing and bless-
ing a same-gender relationship. We
urge Binkley Memorial Baptist
Church to license and/or ordain their
gay male ministerial student if his
gayness is the only issue causing
pause.

We agree with opponents who
note that the present crisis cannot be
depicted accurately as a local church’s
choice to overlook, or to cloak, an
avowed, active sin by invoking much
cheap grace.

We disagree, however, with the
same opponents who insist that all
same-gender sexual relationships are
sinful. That judgment is precisely the
issue at hand.

We urged the Western Recorder
last year to sponsor a series of bal-
anced lessons on the biblical material
traditionally considered relevant to
same-gender sexual relationships. The
WR declined, and now, in the heat of
crisis, most Kentucky Baptists lack
adequate education which could serve
reasonable discussion. Do not be de-
ceived: The same issues are emerging
here in Kentucky Baptist churches.

We note that the Executive Com-
mittee has the right to urge the SBC to
exclude the gay and lesbian churches
from fellowship as long as they fol-
low their own constitution in that pro-
cess.

We note that their recent action,
however, is fueled by homophobia
rather than by concerns to preserve
theological integrity. Were the latter
concern the actual cause, we would
see similar moves to exclude from fel-
lowship churches which ordain wom-
en to the pulpit ministry.

Finally, we again offer ourselves to
the WR, and to the readers at large, as
a resource for education on such is-
sues.

Like a mustard seed, God’s gov-
ernment grows. :

Quinn T. Chipley
Louisville

An unforgettable lunch in the ‘Triangle’

Draw an imaginary line from Lou-
isville eastward to Lexington, then
northward to Cincinnati and you will
get a triangle which encompasses less
than 10 percent of the
commonwealth’s territory.
Yet within this small slice
of land lives more than
one-third of Kentucky’s
population.

It is also true that a high
proportion of the state’s
industrial, educational and
medical resources are
within this triangle.

Whatever that conjures
up, the bottom line is that a

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

lives. Big, booming, growing; anony-
mous, sophisticated, dangerous. And
it is where Kentucky Baptists’ great-
est mission challenge lies, both now
and in the future.
Recognizing this chal-
lenge, Elkhorn, Long Run
and Northern Kentucky
Baptist associations, with
assistance from the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention,
have sponsored, planned
and conducted two of three
“Metro  Conferences”
scheduled in 1991, 1992
and 1993. We have just
completed the second one,

disproportionately large
number of Kentucky’s people live in
this triangle.

Here is where Kentucky’s “metro”
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March 16-17, at Erlanger
Baptist Church.

The conferences are “designed to
help metropolitan associations devel-

op urban strategies at the association-
al level, and to equip urban pastors
and staff to develop and carry out an
urban strategy for their churches.”

For Tuesday lunch we “grouped
out” to different churches in the area.
I joined the group which went to
South Side Baptist Church in down-
town Covington, where Harold Pike,
former Georgetown College basket-
ball ace, and his wife, Martha, have
labored for 25 years.

The church is small, with a budget
of $65,000, but its mission arm, the
child-care center, is supported by a
staff of more than 30 and a budget of
over $400,000.

We were treated to lunch at the
center, where we met several of the
staff and were given a thorough ori-
entation to the ministry and mission
of the center.

It was a deeply moving experience

to visit the lunchroom, where about 50
of the more than 200 preschool chil-
dren were eating a balanced meal. The
center operates from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, with two hot
meals served daily.

Many of the little ones sitting there
live in broken homes; for too many,
this may be the most secure part of
their week.

Through this ministry, South Side
Baptist Church in downtown Coving-
ton touches the lives of hundreds who
are “out there somewhere” in the “tri-
angle,” unreached. I went away thank-
ing God for people like the Pikes and
churches like South Side.

We can learn from South Side.
And while we are learning, the “Tri-
angle” waits.

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.
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Parks feels ‘at peace’ with his decision

Why did Keith Parks call it quits?

Parks, a career missionary and world-renowned missions strategist, has -

been president of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board since 1980.
Just last week, Parks announced he will retire when he turns 65 this Octo-
ber—not 1995, as he earlier requested. ‘

Parks’ announcement capped months of tension with FMB trustees.
Their decision late last year to defund the Baptist Theological Seminary at
Ruschlikon, Switzerland, captured most of the attention. But that event only
symbolized the different viewpoints on doing missions held by Parks and
many trustees.

Some Southern Baptists—especially leaders of the moderate Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship, whose movement and budget have the most to gain
from a modern denominational martyr—already are saying Parks was driv-
en from office. They’re claiming hot-headed radicals who departed from
Southern Baptists’ traditional approach to missions left him no choice but
to leave. Others—particularly FMB leaders who must protect the name and
financial viability of the board—are saying the hot head belonged to Parks.
They’re insisting he could have stayed longer, pointing to the many board
members who pleaded with him not to retire right now.

So, why did he do it? Why did he really call it quits?

Parks answered that question in a telephone interview last Saturday.

“There was a strong urging on the part of many trustees to stay,” Parks
remembered. “I did not feel pressure from the trustees to do what I did. Of
the 78 (trustees) there, 60-plus would have voted for me to stay, under what-
ever conditions I set. They begged me to stay.”

Parks described their meeting in a Dallas suburb as “a spiritual experi-
ence ... a worshipful time.” He added: “I didn’t come to this (decision) out
of confrontation and bitterness. But it became clear they didn’t want the
repercussions of my leaving more than they wanted me to stay.”

That’s particularly true of a “strong, influential minority” of trustees who
had pushed for Parks to leave soon, he said. They are the ones who were
silent when trustees affirmed Parks’ leadership and begged him to stay, and
they are the ones who protested when a trustee asked the board to vote for
Parks to stay until 1995, he noted.

They also are the ones who agreed with him when the meeting was over.
He recalled them saying: ““Your stock has gone up in our eyes. There are
philosophical differences between us. You did right by stepping down.”

And they are the ones who would have kept the waters boiling, had he
decided to stay, he predicted, stressing the question of his tenure would
have remained in doubt from one board meeting to the next.

Looking back, Parks said: “I’m at peace. I feel right; I feel led to do it.”

He cited three main reasons for feeling good about his decision.

First, his announcement provides better consequences than would con-
tinued doubt. “It will give a definiteness about my tenure,” he said. “Trus-
tees would not, could not, did not give me a strong affirmation to stay to
1995.” Consequently, the “totally intolerable situation for missionaries, staff
and Southern Baptists’” would remain as long as his tenure remained a ma-
jor issue, Parks said, noting, “‘We needed a specific date.”

Second, Parks and the trustees had different ideas about their roles. He
compared it to “the difference between law and grace.”

“The whole experience caused me to realize when they talk about trus-

tees being in charge their understanding is different than mine,” he said. “I
couldn’t give the strong leadership we need.”

Third, Parks and trustees do not view missions in the same light. “There
remain some strong philosophical differences,” Parks said. “They ought to
get a leader who agrees with them.”

As an example of the philosophical differences, Parks said trustees re-
flect the convention’s shift toward a creedal rather than confessional ap-
proach to missions. “By confessional, I mean that we confess what we be-
lieve and say, ‘If you agree, let’s work together,”” he said. “But under a
creedal approach, you say, ‘We’re going to check you out to see if you
believe as we do.””

The latter approach also violates the traditional indigenous principle of
doing missions within the culture and context of the people with whom
missionaries work, he said, adding, “I sense a desire to extend a Southermn
Baptist doctrine and conformity overseas.”

And in their haste to implement their concepts of missions, some trustees
have crossed over the line from policy-making to administration, he added.

Prayerful consideration of all these factors caused Parks to believe God
would have him step down this year. “I do not have any question but that
I’ve made the right decision,” he said. v

Southem Baptists who disagree with Parks’ decision to retire may ques-
tion the logic of his reasoning. But none who have known and observed him
through the years can question his integrity. He is one of the most credible,
respected leaders Southern Baptists have produced. When he says he feels
God’s leadership, we know he feels God’s leadership.

That leaves the future of the Foreign Mission Board with the rest of us.
All of us—contributing Southern Baptists from local churches, 3,900 mis-
sionaries around the globe, FMB staff in Richmond and FMB trustees from
across the country—will determine what happens next. Trustees must de-
cide where they will turn for leadership and how they will relate to the new
leader. Missionaries and staff must decide if they can work with the new
leader or if they will find other places of ministry. And Southern Baptists
must decide if they will continue to support the board and the missionaries
they have commissioned and sent abroad.

Now, we must turn to prayer, for:

# Keith and Helen Jean Parks and their family, who will adapt to change
at the end of four decades with the board.

l Missionaries in 122 lands, who must process change even as they min-
ister far from home.

I FMB staff, who will decide how/if to relate to a new boss.

§ FMB trustees, who will chart the course in a new era of Southern Bap-
tist foreign missions.

I FMB Chairman Bill Hancock of Louisville, who will preside over his
last board meeting in April, before he rotates off this summer. Parks noted
Hancock “has done everything he could do” to keep trustees and Parks to-
gether, and Parks’ decision to retire was a keen disappointment to Hancock.

l Southern Baptists, many of whom are disappointed, confused and even
angry that controversy has rocked their beloved Foreign Mission Board.

I A world dying without Christ, waiting for a saving word from God,
delivered by loving Christians.

Marv Knox

“] didn’t come to
this out of
confrontation and
bitterness. But it
became clear they
didn’t want the
repercussions of
my leaving more
than they wanted

me to stay.”
Keith Parks
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BRIEFS
M A South Carolina
judge levied fines against
independent Baptist
pastor Karl Baker and
members of Calvary
Baptist Church for
preaching on the city
streets of Beaufort, S.C.
Judge Ned Tupper found
Baker and his colleagues
guilty of violating a new
city ordinance which
forbids “loud and
unseemly noise.”

@ Miracle-seekers are
packing services at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church in Lake
Ridge, Va., where the
Rev. James Bruse claims
to have developed
wounds that mirror the
wounds Jesus Christ
suffered on the cross.
Statues in the church
also are said to weep.

B The Worldwide
Institute of Scientology
Enterprises is suing
Watchman Fellowship
and the Cult Awareness
Network, charging the
Christian groups-are
working to destroy
Sterling Management
Systems, a division of
Scientology. An attorney
representing Watchman
Fellowship told
Christianity Today: “One
of the questions is
whether Christian
organizations have the
right ... to publicly speak
out against groups that
are in conflict with their
faith and/or who
fraudulently represent
themselves as
compatible with
Christianity.”

M Prosperity preacher
Robert Tilton went to
court March 4 to ask a
federal judge in Texas to
halt an inquiry into his
multimillion-dollar
ministry. The U.S. Postal
Service, FBI, Internal
Revenue Service and
Texas attorney general
are examining Tilton’s
operation. Meanwhile, a
- Texas woman has sued
Tilton for repeatedly
sending her mail
solicitations after the
death of her father.

U.S. social health in critical condition, index says

By Lacy Thompson
Louisiana Baptist Message

TARRYTOWN, N.Y. (ABP)—
America’s social health is in critical
condition, an annual index indicates.

In the last year of record, the Index
of Social Health dropped to its lowest
recorded level—a score of 33 on a
scale of 100 The mdexntracks 17 so-

cial problems as a means of monitor-
ing the well-being of American soci-
ety.

By any account, the decline means
the church must step up its efforts to
meet the needs of hurting people.

“We need to be aware of needs and
where we can minister,” says Ann
Putnam, associate director of the
Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board’s church and community de-
partment. “The needs are so over-
whelming.

“We’re hearing every year that
more and more people are coming to

food pantries. More and more chil-
dren are in need of after-school care.
More and more families are being af-
fected by crises. Almost all the minis-
tries in place are reporting increased
numbers.”

The Index of Social Health has
been compiled annually for the last 22
years by the Fordham Institute for In-
novation in Social Policy in Tarry-
town, N.Y.

The index gives a combined score
based on data about issues such as in-
fant mortality, child abuse, teen sui-
cide, drug abuse, unemployment,
poverty, lack of health insurance, ho-
micides, highway deaths due to alco-
holism, the gap between rich and poor
and the lack of affordable housing.

In 1970, the first index score was
68. That mark climbed to 71.8 in 1976
before beginning a steady decline.

The 1980s marked a period of “se-
vere decline,” the index report notes.
The highest score achieved during the

New Age influence called
‘serious theological error’

By Sarah Zimmerman
SBC Home Mission Board

ATLANTA (BP)—New Age
movements are among the “most seri-
ous theological errors Christianity has
ever faced,” claims an interfaith wit-
ness specialist.

The problem is compounded as
most Southern Baptists “don’t want to
bother with something if they don’t
agree with it,” said Maurice Smith,
associate director of the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board inter-
faith witness department. “That atti-
tude is going to kill us.”

Various New Age movements
have been in the U.S. since the 1960s,
Smith said, but it was 1984 before an
article appeared in a Southern Baptist
publication about the belief system.

“New Age” is a name for a variety
of groups, Smith explained. New Age
adherents have no written statement
of faith, though their beliefs are close-
ly tied to Eastern religions such as
Hinduism and Buddhism.

Smith describes New Age as an
“alternative world view.” One of its
characteristics is the belief that “all is
one.” That belief leads to the next
common New Age view that every-
thing, including each individual, is
god.

“If I had to put my finger on one
reason New Age is popular, it is the
belief that you are god,” Smith said.
When a person believes he is god, he
can determine what is right and
wrong.

“If you can ritualize your lusts, you
have the ultimate religion,” Smith
said. “New Age is the ultimate do-it-
yourself religious system.”

People involved in New Age
movements are likely to be interested
in Christianity because they believe
all religions are true, he added.

Smith said people in New Age
movements are told not to believe
anything until they have experienced
it. That can be the point of witness for
Christians, as they share their person-
al experience with God, he suggested.

Church gets campaign letter

WASHINGTON  (ABP)—A
Bush-Quayle re-election letter mailed
to a Baptist church in Oklahoma has
raised questions about whether the
president is encouraging a church to
do what the Internal Revenue Code
forbids: support or oppose a political
candidate.

A March 3 letter from President
George Bush addressed to “Church
First Baptist” in Stillwater, Okla., asks
for support “to finish the revolution
we began in 1980.”

In the pre-Super Tuesday letter,
Bush notes that he has “promoted
strong traditional family values and
protection for the unborn, while no
Democrat candidate is pro-life. I sup-
port lower taxes and less regulation. I
have appointed conservative judges
who interpret the law, not make it.”

Rodney McGothlin, pastor of the
Stillwater church, questioned the
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Bush-Quayle campaign’s apparent
solicitation of church support.

McGothlin cited a newspaper arti-
cle that outlined what churches and
other tax-exempt organizations can
and cannot do in political campaigns.

In response to McGothlin’s con-
cemn, Baptist Joint Committee Gener-
al Counsel Oliver Thomas wrote the
president asking him to correct any
impression that the Bush-Quayle
campaign is seeking re-election sup-
port from churches.

“If this was an isolated incident in
which a single letter was accidently
mailed to a church, little harm has re-
sulted,” Thomas wrote. “If, on the
other hand, your letter was intention-
ally sent to a list of churches asking
them to do what the tax code for-
bids—namely support a political can-
didate—it represents a more serious
problem.”

1980s was below the lowest score
achieved in the 1970s.

Meanwhile, the lowest score of the
1980s was really low—32.9 percent
in 1989, a drop of six points from the
previous year and a decline of more
than 50 percent from 1970.

“Of particular concern is the fact
that America’s social health has been
at so low a level for so many years,
reaching over 50 only once during the
past decade,” the report says. “It
seems clear that the worsening of so
many social problems carries adverse
implications for the social fabric of the
country.” -

The decline has been pervasive, as
breakdowns show:

0 Child abuse, teen suicide and the
gap between the rich and poor have
grown worse in nearly every year
since 1970. Reported child-abuse cas-
es have tripled in that period. Teen
suicides have doubled. And the gap
between rich and poor has increased

h - — *W : . .
CONTRASTS /n the shadow of the Capitol Building, this homeless man enjoys a meal
provided by a service group. (RNS photo)

by 59 percent.

0 Poverty among children has ris-
en 26 percent since 1970, so that one
in seven U.S. children is on welfare.

I In 1989, five of the 17 problems
reached their worst point on record—
child abuse, teen suicide, the health-
insurance gap, out-of-pocket health
costs for people over 65, and the gap
between the rich and poor.

Putnam said the index offers
churches a starting point for investi-
gating the needs around them. “We
need to be sensitive to these kinds of
studies because they give us an idea
of where to look in our own commu-
nities.”

She insists churches cannot flee the
problems: “Many churches are find-
ing they must be ministering to the
needs of those around them in order
to be believable and accepted in a
community. We have to do things to
help people see the relevance of the
gospel to their lives.”




Culture called new
 barrier to missions

ST. LOUIS (BP)—Culture,
not geography, is the new barrier
to Christian evangelism, Ray
Bakke told a conference of

~ Southern Baptists in St. Louis.

“The frontier ... where most of
the unreached people are is no
longer across an ocean, over a
desert or through a jungle,” said
Bakke, professor of ministry at
Northern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Chicago. “Most of
the unreached are no longer geo-
_graphically distant; they are cul-

turally dlstant fro'm the existing" '

. church> -
 lhe challenge he empha— .

_sized, is to employ ‘ministry
methods for effectively crossing

: cultural barriers. -
- But most churches do evange -

 lism by putting a barrel in the

‘ '»'sancmary, filling it full of water
- and inviting the ﬁsh to come be
ccaught, Bakke said. -
“You’re not going to catch
people with a church building-

e

_centered evangelism strategy,”
~ hesaid. “You're going to have to
~ turn the church inside out an

havea go stmcture e

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

ERLANGER—Any church can be
great despite its location or size, Jim
Currin told leaders of Kentucky’s
metropolitan Baptist churches.

Currin, executive director of the
New England Baptist Convention,
addressed the Metro Ministry Confer-
ence at Erlanger Baptist Church. The
event was sponsored by the Kentucky
Baptist Convention in conjunction
with Long Run, Northern Kentucky
and Elkhorn Baptist associations.

“I have become concerned about a
total emphasis on numbers and little
emphasis on what the spirit of the
Lord may be doing,” Currin said.
“There are some great churches, like
the church where you serve, where
people don’t come by the droves but
where integrity is maintained.”

Further, the beauty of the meeting
place and the skill of the preacher
don’t determine a church’s greatness,
Currin said: “Just because you have a
great cathedral does not mean you
have a great church. Just because you
have an eloquent preacher ... does not
mean you have a great church.”

Drawing upon the description of
the New Testament church found in
the book of Acts, Currin listed seven

characteristics of a great church.

Great churches, he said, are:

0 Great in forgiveness. Even mem-
bers of the earliest Christian churches
had differences in personalities and
doctrinal opinions, Currin explained.
The key, though, was learning to for-
give and accept each other.

0 Great in the power of God. “We
have to want the power of God for the
right reasons—not to magnify our-
selves,” he continued.

The church described in Acts gave
witness to the resurrection of Jesus
Christ “with great power,” he noted.
“If we’re not giving witness to the res-
urrection of the Lord Jesus Christ,
we’re not a great church.”

B Great in grace. Grace can be
found in the humblest of circumstanc-
es, Currin said, but is an essential in-
gredient for any church anywhere.
“The thing I need more than anything
else is the blessing of God on my life.”

U Great in reverence. Although not
calling for “straitjacket” reverence,
Currin said Christians must recover a
holy respect for God and come to
church to worship him rather than
each other.

l Great in the mystery of God. “If
there isn’t something different in what
we do in church than in what the Ro-.
tary Club does, we may have missed

Gurrin: Great churches come in all sizes

church,” he asserted. Baptist churches
have become so predictable in their
worship that there is no room for the
mysterious moving of God, he said.

0 Great in persecution. While it is
rare for churches or Christians to be
persecuted today, Baptists must al-
ways remember the sacrifices made
by their forebears, Currin said. “Ev-
ery church that worships freely today
does so because of the price paid by
Baptists” in the colonies.

# Great in integrity. Currin said
Americans no longer look to govern-
ment for integrity but may not find
integrity in the church, either.

In New Testament days, people
searching for integrity found it in the
church, he said. “They found it in
those men of God who were not per-
fect, who had feet of clay, but who
were believable.

“We cannot expect the Spirit of
God to be who he wants to be unless
we restore integrity to the church,”
Currin said.

Currin addressed the group in two
general sessions. Ronald Fellemende,
pastor of Gardenside Baptist Church
in Lexington, addressed a third ses-
sion. In between, participants gath-
ered in small groups to study topics
ranging from multi-housing ministries
to how to understand demographics.

Evangellsm professor identifies ‘hot’ trends in churches

By Lacy Thompson
Louisiana Baptist Message

NEW ORLEANS (BP)—One way
Southern Baptist churches could bet-
ter meet the needs of their communi-
ties is to realize what’s hot and what’s
not, an evangelism professor advises.

Chuck Kelley, associate professor
of evangelism at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary, said Southern
Baptists need to realize some of their
traditions aren’t meaningful to young
adults and non-Baptists.

Some new ideas have proved pro-
ductive and become “hot,” he said.
And some traditional ideas have
might not be as hot as they once were.

In saying this, Kelley cautions
against attempts to create a uniform
“McProgram” that assumes every
new trend will work in every Baptist
church. “It starts with just coming to
grips with who you are and what God
has gifted you to do,” he says.

So what’s hot and what’s not in
church life these days? Here’s
Kelley’s perspective, although he
doesn’t claim to advocate every
change discussed.

Hot: Saturday nights
Not: Sunday nights

Some churches are exgerimenting
with Saturday night services as a
means of reaching more people and
introducing a new format of worship,
Kelley says. And churches are “play-
ing around” with Sunday night servic-
es, even dropping them in some cas-
es, which can create a problem of how
to continue traditional Sunday
evening programs like discipleship
training.

This change is fueled by a cultural
emphasis on family time, he explains.

“We're finding that Sunday night is
the nation’s family night, the No. 1
night people want to spend at home.”

Hot: visitor parking
Not: staff parking

Churches are undergoing a gener-
al reorientation, from an emphasis on
members to an emphasis on visitors,
Kelley observes. Part of this is seen in
the shift away from re-
served parking spots
for staff to reserved
spots for visitors.

Hot: directions
Not: assumptions

Kelley urges pastors
and others to walk care-
fully through their
buildings and ask how
long would it take for a
non-member to find the
nursery, restroom and
auditorium. “If a visitor
can’t walk in and find
those three things, then he’s an out-
sider and he’s going to know he’s an
outsider and this is an insider-orient-
ed church.”

CHURCHES

Hot: welcome time
Not: visitor time

Even though guests want to feel
welcome in a church, they do not nec-
essarily want to be identified, Kelley
notes.

Some churches are responding by
not registering guests, depending on
members to do so. Other churches are
asking everyone in a worship service
to fill out an attendance card or roster,
even members. Thus, guests do not
feel singled out.

=
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Hot: gift-driven ministry
Not: slot-driven ministry

In the past, Southern Baptists
churches have “filled slots,” simply
found people to fill positions in exist-
ing programs. That has to change so
churches begin looking at what gifts
are available and building programs
around those, Kelley insists.

“This is an area where Southern
Baptists really need to
grow. We must take seri-

S ously the concept of rec-
ognizing spiritual gifts,

cultivating them, devel-

oping them and getting
people involved in minis-
try based on their gifts.”

HOT

Hot: special evenis
Not: special event

The emphasis in many
churches has shifted from
building a church year
around an annual event,
such as a revival, to a
church hosting several events target-
ed at specific groups, Kelley notes.
“The idea is not just to keep people
busy but to give them a reason to
come to church and give members a
chance to invite visitors.”

Hot: quality
Not: intentions

People are spoiled and looking for
quality choices in churches, Kelley
says. “The word for the 90s is ‘choic-
es.” If you don’t provide choices,
you’re history.”

But those choices must be quality
programs, Kelley adds. “People want
the best. They don’t want good inten-
tions. They want delivery.”

Hot: women s ministry
Not: traditional WMU

Kelley emphasizes his support of
‘Woman'’s Missionary Union but notes
few churches seem to be capturing the
attention of younger women through
WMU.

Meanwhile, other forms of wom-
en’s ministry, especially needs-based
ones, are working. At the same time,
however, he credited WMU with re-
cent initiatives to promote itself to all
ages.

Hot: preaching that trains
Not: preaching that informs

People are interested in knowing
what God has to say about living life,
Kelley says. Sermons can be topical
or expository, but their emphasis must
be on life application. “A pastor needs
to ask himself if his preaching is giv-
ing the Bible a voice people can un-
derstand.”

In addition, a pastor must find a
way to give people doctrinal founda-
tions that enable them to handle the
crises of life. The key will be to
present doctrine in a life-based man-
ner, Kelley says.

Hot: worship evangelism
Not: revival evangelism

The shift in many churches is to
worship and praise as the point for
bringing the unchurched into contact
with the gospel. This is especially ef-
fective for a generation hungry for the
experience of God, Kelley says.

However, he also emphasizes the
tried-and-true Southern Baptist way
of reaching people is not dead. “Don’t
write off the revival meeting. It will
always be with us in some form.”

Women & WMU
make missions go,
Crumpler says

ERLANGER—Women
remain the key to
missions ministries in
urban areas, and
Woman’s Missionary
Union can be effective
there, Carolyn
Weatherford Crumpler
said. :

Crumpler, former
executive director of
Woman’s Missionary
Union, led a small group
session during the Metro
Ministry Conference at
Erlanger Baptist Church.
“If the challenge of the
urban setting is going to
be met, it is going to be
met by missionary
women,” she said.
Concerned women can
help churches fuffill their
mission, Crumpler
insisted.

National WMU structures
have been changing and
continue to change to
meet modern needs,
Crumper explained, but
many churches haven’t
caught on.

“We don’t do WMU the
way we used to do
WMU,” she said. “If we
do, we won't be effective
in urban areas.”
Crumpler said many
churches still haven’t
implemented major
changes WMU set forth
20 years ago to focus on
changing lifestyles.
These changes brought a
lot of flexibility to WMU
programs, but
“unfortunately most of
us didn’t flex.”

She encouraged women
to instigate mission
action projects in their
communities.

Four steps in beginning a
mission action plan, she
said, are: discover the
makeup of the
community, pick out the
“glaring needs,” compare
the needs to the
resources within the
church, and then decide
what projects can be
done and when.

WESTERN RECORDER m MARCH 24, 1992 7




~ PEOPLE

TOUCH AND GO Brandie
Sullivan and Nathan Cor-
netet of Melbourne Heights
Baptist Church in Louisville
participate in a hands-on
project during a drama train-
ing session at the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s drama,
puppetry and clowning fes-
tival March 6-7 in Lexington.
The festival drew a record
attendance of 827 people
from 77 churches who at-
tended sessions ranging
from drama to storytelling to
multi-media ministry. (Pho-
to by Eddie Boden)

Scientists affirm possibility of biblical Red Sea crossing

Continued from page 1

ing across a cup of coffee so that the
coffee moves from one side of the cup
to the other.

With the water blown away, the
Hebrews could have walked across
the uncovered ground—perhaps on a
naturally occuring ledge along the
northern edge of the gulf’s floor, the
researchers say.

The scientific model also accounts
for a sudden return of the displaced

water that would have washed over
the pursuing Egyptians. If the wind
direction shifted abruptly, the accu-
mulated water could have come
crashing back into place in as little as
four minutes, the study says.

Such an occurrence is more in line
with the biblical account than the oth-
er theory often postulated—that a tsu-
nami, or underwater earthquake,
drowned the Egyptians, the research-
ers claim.

Bathtub baptism pours renewal into church

LOVELACEVILLE—A bathtub
baptism has become a watershed
event for Lovelaceville Baptist
Church.

Kevin Denton, pastor of the church
since 1986, said he never has seen
“this good of a spirit” in the church
and believes the Feb. 12 baptismal
service is at least partially responsible.

The service was held at the home
of Roy Carrigan, who is battling can-
cer and could not go to church. Carri-
gan made a profession of faith early
in life, but never followed through
with baptism or church membership.
After a visit from Denton, Carrigan
decided age 70 was not too late.

A group of 30 crowded into Carri-

gan’s home to witness the baptism.
They sang “Amazing Grace” after
Carrigan was immersed in the waters
of the bathtub. '

“When you’re a 150-year old
church in a community of 300 people,
it’s hard to find new ways to reach the
unchurched,” Denton said. “But
Roy’s decision has made a big impact
in our community.”

The 0
Q =
Christian Retreat Center

RR 1, Box 145-A, Bedford, KY 40006
(502) 255-7676

Preferred Risk Group
Specializing in
Church Protection Policies
SBC Annuity Board Endorsed

Auto
Home
Life
Insurance

for Non-
Drinkers

Norman L. Williams
+ A Southern Baptist Agent

Call collect: (502) 239-6912

TRAVEL

June 11 Alaska via Air, Ship, Rail &
Bus, 13 days (call for price)

Nov. 12 Hawaii, 4 islands, 13 days,
$1,799 from Louisville

May 12 Amish, Loogootee, In., lunch
in Amish home, tour, $30

May 21 Renfro Valley, Steamns RR, 2
days, $110

July 7 ~ Great Passion Play, Eureka
Springs, Branson, Ottoman
Empire, Memphis, 5 days,
$325

Sept. 9 Niagara Falls, 4 days, $255

Sept. 23 Southwest: San Antonio,

Carlsbad Caverns, Grand
Canyon, Hot Air Balloon Fes-
tival, 15 days, $980
Call or write: Bill Ditto
1409 Delmar Ln.
Louisville, Ky. 40216
(502) 366-9496

Nof—who is Jewish but says he is
“not a religious man”—says he and
his colleague did not approach the re-
search either to prove or disprove the
biblical story. They simply had an in-
terest in the phenomenon it describes,
he told the Western Recorder.

Whether this research explains the
crossing or not, “it should not affect
the religious aspects of the exodus,”
Nof and Paldor conclude. “Believers
can find the presence and existence of
God in the creation of the wind with
its particular properties just as they
find it in the establishment of a mira-
cle. Some may even find our proposed
mechanism to be a supportive argu-
ment for the original biblical descrip-
tion of this event.”

Believers should find interest in
this research as a confirmation that the
biblical stories are realistic, adds John
Watts, professor of Old Testament at
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville. .

“I do not allow my belief to rest
upon my being able to explain
things,” he says.

However, the new research “does
make the story somewhat more under-
standable and useable. It does not in
my view ... take anything out of the
story’s requirement that God does it.

“Much of the miraculous has to do
with the timing,” Watts says. “It’s not
that it was impossible for this to hap-
pen, but that it happened just when
Israel needed it.” :

| CLASSIFIED ADS |

SCANDINA VIA: Fully-escorted 13-
day tour of Norway and Denmark,
June 17-29. First-class/deluxe hotels.
Oslo, Bergen, Copenhagen, fjords and
scenery. $3,077 roundtrip from New-
ark. Hosts: David and Marilyn Muel-
ler. (502) 895-5229.

NEEDED: A small, needy church
wants 12 10' pews, pulpit, chairs &
communion table free or reasonably

priced. Contact Pastor Gilbert Sowers, -

Knob Lick Baptist Church, (606) 623-
4465.

NEEDED: Youth/Music Minister 15
hours $75/week. Pastor, 1509 Pope
Lick Rd., Louisville, Ky. 40299-4619.

NEEDED: A Woodford County
church seeks director to supervise and
administer a startup preschool day-
care. Send resumé and salary history
to: Preschool Director, c/o Western
Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, Ky.
40253.

AVAILABLE: Photographer for
church homecomings, family re-
unions, anniversaries and weddings.
Contact Eddie Boden, 2623 Frankfort
Pk., Georgetown, Ky. 40324, (502)
863-2156 or 1-800-221-7183.

NEEDED: Part-time pregnancy
counselor in Northern Kentucky for
adoption program. Must be knowl-
edgeable of community resources.
Minimum requirement: Bachelor’s in
human service field. Send resumé:
First Step, Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children, 10801 Shelbyville Road,
Middletown, Ky. 40243.

NEEDED: Residential social worker.
Counseling and case management re-
sponsibilities for youth and their fam-
ilies. Provide aftercare. Prefer MSW
or BS with experience. Contact Exec-
utive Director’s office, Missouri Bap-
tist Children’s Home, 11300 St.
Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, Mo.
63044. (314) 739-6811.

NEEDED: Part-time Minister of Mu-
sic, Rosemont Baptist Church, 556
Rosemont Garden, Lexington, Ky.
40503.

FOR SALE: 15-Passenger Dodge
Vans, 1990 & 1991s. Dual air & heat,
balance of factory warranty. Priced to
sell. Call today, 1-800-289-8223.

FOR SALE: Hammond organ, E-
100 series, nearly new, excellent con-
dition. Call today, (502) 366-0842.

Pedal for Dollars

Spring into action for KBHC — Adopt a ministry project for the whole church

Volunteer Service

Garrett Baptist Children's Church had a fun bike
ride and pedalled to raise a few dollars for the chil-
dren at KBHC. The Bike-a-thon provided a few
hours of enjoyment for the kids

and helped them

learn a powerful lesson about helping others less for-
tunate than themselves. Another|church's Royal
Ambassador group took a day trip to one of our cam-
puses to tour and help out on campus.

Collect personal supplies

It takes large amounts of personal supplies for
each campus. Churches make it possible for us to
provide children with shampoo, conditioner, hair
spray, black hair care products, shaving cream, dis-

posable razors, after-shave lotion, deodorant, tooth
paste, toothbrushes, powder, brushes, combs, first-
aid supplies and other personal care items.

Church members volunteer on campus.

For more information on a volun-
teer project for you or your group to
consider, call the campus near your
church or home or our development
office at (800) 456-1386.

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children « 10801 Shelbyville Road  Middletown Kentucky - 40243

Volunteers are an important
part of our ministry with children.
KBHC relies on Kentucky Baptists
to reach out with us to show these
children they are loved.

Our Glen Dale campus needs
volunteer groups to repair roofs on
campus buildings, refinish about
120 wooden chairs, plaster, paint,
and do carpentry and electrical
work.

Volunteers can sponsor one of
our cottages on the Spring Mead-
ows campus, helping out with ac-
tivities planning, giving donations
or sponsoring special events like
trips, birthday parties and holiday
celebrations.
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Parks cites ‘philosophical differences’ with trustees

Continued from page 1
rope resigned in protest.

At a February meeting, Parks ac-
cused trustees of undermining his
leadership and exerting undue influ-
ence in the selection of staff and mis-
sionaries. He asked trustees either to
grant him “the option of exerting pos-
itive leadership” as president or “to
move as quickly as possible to change
leadership.”

He warned that Southern Baptists’
foreign mission work, which largely
had escaped the effects of a decade of
denominational controversy, had be-
gun to suffer damage, bringing
“change and crisis to our world mis-
sion program.” He said there had been
a “drastic shift” in trustee philosophy,
with conservative trustees now “ex-
pecting theological conformity from
those who receive Southern Baptist
money.”

Rather than acting on Parks’ re-
quest at that time, trustees called the
March 19-20 meeting at a Bedford,
Texas, hotel as a “spiritual retreat” to
settle the question of Parks’ tenure.

Many of the 78 trustees attending
the retreat said they were pleased with
the progress made there and were sur-
prised at Parks’ announcement.

“I thought we had a breakthrough,”
said trustee Joel Gregory, pastor of
First Baptist Church of Dallas. Grego-
ry said discussion of 10 central issues
were resolved to everyone’s satisfac-
tion, leaving no “insurmountable ob-
stacle” to Parks staying.

Hancock acknowledged there are
philosophical differences between

 to ‘unclutter

Parks and trustees, as there would be
with any administrator.

“In the last few months, we’ve
grappled with those philosophical dif-
ferences,” the trustee chairman said.
“We were prepared ... to move on and
work with those differences.”

Parks confirmed there was general
agreement on the 10 issues, which
were the distillation of the first day’s
discussion. But he said he was not
convinced trustees would grant him
the authority needed to continue in the
job.

“I just didn’t feel I could exercise
the kind of constructive, positive lead-
ership that is needed,” Parks said.
“That is part of the decision.”

Parks said he and trustees differ on
the role the FMB president should
play. Despite assurances of support
from trustees, he said, “the perception
of what that means was different on
their part and on mine.”

For instance, he said, trustees ex-
pect him to exercise more control over
the actions of missionaries and staff
members than he is willing to do.

Although Parks told trustees last
year he needed to stay at the FMB
until 1995 in order to implement the
agency’s ambitious plan for global
outreach, he said March 20 that no
such assurance was forthcoming from
trustees.

“The ability of the group to firmly
say, ‘We’re going to affirm you to
’95,” for a variety of reasons—that
wasn’t said,” Parks said.

Lacking long-term assurance, he
said, it was better to announce a re-

tirement date than to leave the ques-
tion of his tenure unanswered: “To
resolve the continuing uncertainty
among missionaries and Baptists, it is
better to make the move as soon as
possible.”

Parks told reporters his decision to
retire in 1992, rather than 1995, was
made after he arrived at the retreat,
although he had considered making it
at the board’s February meeting.

Asked to reconcile his decision to
retire with his earlier feeling God was
leading him to stay until 1995, Parks
said: “In my own mind I've tried to
reconcile that. Since that time there
has not come the sense of certainty
and affirmation that what I felt could
be done then actually can be carried
out.”

Both Parks and Hancock ex-
pressed concern about the effect
Parks’ retirement would have on the
FMB’s 3,900 missionaries serving in
122 countries.

Hancock called on the missionar-
ies to “rely on the Lord” to affirm their
service with the FMB. He said the
FMB remains committed to the same
mission principles under which those
missionaries were appointed. “I be-
lieve that these 3,900 people respond-
ed to God’s call and put their trust in
the board ... on the basis of those prin-
ciples,” he said.

Parks said he is concerned about
the missionaries but believes predic-
tions that many would now leave the
field are exaggerated.

“There may be some fallout,” he
said, “but I don’t think this decision

Food boxes sent to the former
Soviet Union through Project
Brotherhood must meet specific
standards in order to be received

overseas.

They must be the correct size,
to stack properly in shipping con-
tainers.

Each box must be 16 1/2 inches

These are the dimensions for a
standard moving box, available
from moving companies.

The boxes must weigh 36
pounds and be packed with specif-
ic contents: :

# Flour (5 pounds).

B Sugar (5 pounds).

B Pasta (5 pounds).

B Rice (5 pounds).

by 12 1/2 inches by 12 1/2 inches.

5 Ibs. flour

5 Ibs. sugar

5 Ibs. pasta

5 Ibs. rice

5 Ibs. canned meat

1 |b. dehydrated soups

2 Ibs. cooking oil (canned)
5 Ibs. powdered milk

11b. tea

1 |b. fruit juice (dehydrated)
1 |b. solid chocolate

36 Ibs.TOTAL WEIGHT

1 Dehydrated soup (1 pound).

# Canned meat (5 pounds).

I Cooking oil/shortening (2-
pound can; no plastic bot-
tles).

# Powdered milk (5 pounds).

B Solid chocolate bars (1
pound).

I Tea (1 pound).

§ Dehydrated fruit juice (1
pound).

Each box also must be accom-
panied by a $50 check, payable to
Project Brotherhood, to cover ship-
ping charges.

For more information about
gathering, packing or shipping
food boxes, contact the Kentucky
Baptist Brotherhood department at
(502) 245-4101.

will have the repercussions that some
have surmised.”

He predicted his retirement would
not change the trustees’ relationship
with the missionaries immediately.

The prepared statement from trus-
tees read by Hancock said trustees “af-
firmed to the missionaries, staff and
Southern Baptists their commitment
to the historic principles which have
characteristically guided Southern
Baptist foreign mission work.”

Parks said he has no specific plans
for the future, although he expects to
continue to be involved in missions.
“My concern for the lost people of the
world is not diminished with this de-
cision,” he said.

Some Baptists have speculated
Parks might become involved in the
new mission efforts of the Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship, a group of
Baptist moderates unhappy with the
SBC'’s conservative leadership.

Parks said the issue of his potential
involvement with the Fellowship was
discussed in the closed-door meeting,
but only briefly. He said he did not
promise not to be involved with the
Fellowship and was not asked not to
be involved.

Parks will announce his retirement
officially at the trustees’ April 6-8
meeting in Clemson, S.C. At that
time, trustees will decide how long he
will continue to carry his full respon-
sibilities as president and the process
for seeking a successor.

Reported by Greg Warner of Associ-
ated Baptist Press and Robert O’ Brien of
the FMB through Baptist Press

calisstdents | Kentuckians asked to send food to Russia

Continued from page 1

For information about prayer
needs, call (901) 278-7839.

Project Brotherhood is one of the
most vital ministry opportunities Bap-
tists have faced in many years, Simp-
kins said.

“It’s a movement of the Lord to

reach the people of Russiaandtobe a .

partner to the Baptists of Russia who
have been through the years holding
fast to the faith,” Simpkins stressed.

“It’s quite possibly a time so
unique in human history that if we
don’t meet the need now, we will miss
a real window of opportunity.”

Baptists need to slip through that
“window,” no matter what, he added.

“Quite often, these windows of
opportunity come when we think
we’re over-committed—as a test to
see how committed we really are. We
say we believe in ‘Bold Mission
Thrust,” but this will test how bold we
really are. We’ll see if we’re willing
to go the extra mile.”

That boldness can produce dramat-
ic results, insisted Douglas Beggs,
Baptists’ national coordinator of the
relief effort.

“For 70 years, the former Soviets
were told that Baptists were ignorant,
lazy and bad citizens,” Beggs said.
“We can enable our fellow Baptists to
change this image by ministry with
food and medicine. ...

- “There is a great void and much
confusion in these people groups now
in political and economic transition
and chaos. They need the gospel in
word and in deed.”

Keith Parks

For more
information about
volunteering to
help distribute
food, collecting
food and medicine,
supplying funds or
praying for the
project, contact:
KBC Brotherhood
Department,

| P.0. Box 43433,

Middletown, Ky.
40253-0433, (502)
245-4101
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KENTUCKY KERNELS

Married-couple families
represent 59.2 percent of
Kentucky households,
according to data from
the 1990 Census.
Families headed by
single males accounted
for 2.9 percent of
Kentucky households,
while families headed by
single females accounted
for 11.6 percent of the
total. People living alone
account for another 23
percent of Kentucky
households.

PEOPLE

Mountains to the Mississippi

B BOSTWICK, Fla.—Funeral ser-
vices were held March 3 for Ennis
Harper, a 1971 graduate of Clear
Creek Bible College and pastor in
Kentucky and Florida for 20 years. He
is survived by his wife and three sons.
B BROOKS—Delbert Watson re-
signed as pastor of Mt. Elmira
Church.

E BUFFALO—Tom Downey re-
signed as pastor of Corinth Mission-
ary Church.

B BURNA—Central Church called
Russell Joiner as pastor.

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Jim Dur-
ham is music director at South Camp-
bellsville Church.

B CLOVERPORT—Cloverport
Church ordained five deacons: James
Brown, Jeff Duke, Shelby Elder,
Don Shelman and Donnie Shultz.
B COLUMBIA—Ancil Durrett has
resigned as pastor at Bethany Church.
B FRANKLIN—TFirst Church called
Dennis Plank as pastor. He previous-
ly served Immanuel Temple in Hend-
erson.

B FRENCHBURG—Means Mis-
sion, sponsored by Jefferson Church,
constituted as Means Church. Greg
Waltermire is pastor.

B GEORGETOWN—Stephen
King, assistant professor of music at
Georgetown College, has been select-
ed as one of 12 voice teachers in the

United States to participate in the Na-
tional Association of Teachers of
Singing Internship Program.
B GREENSBURG—South Greens-
burg Church called Marshall Eastham
as pastor. He previously served at Pleas-
ant Valley Church, Greensburg.
Herbert Wright is serving New
Hope Church as pastor. He previous-
ly served as pastor of Leatherwood
Church in Edmonton.
B GREENVILLE—Ron Doss re-
signed as pastor of Roland Memorial
Church.
B HENDERSON—John T. McKen-
zie, pastor of Watson Lane Church
since 1987, died March 1 after a three-
year battle with cancer. He held de-
grees from Southwest Baptist Col-
lege, Luther Rice Seminary and Ge-
neva Theological College. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Karen, and four
sons. He was 41.
B HORSE CAVE—Antioch Church
called John Batcher as pastor. He
previously served Mt. Roberts Church
in Campbellsville.
B LONDON—Billie Wright, direc-
tor of missions for the Laurel River
Association for 14 years, retires this
month. He will be available for sup-
ply.
B LOUISVILLE—Highland Church
called David Breckinridge as minis-
ter to youth.

Dave Hampton resigned as pastor
of Brookview Church.

Joe Harper resigned as pastor of
Cardinal Hill Church.
B MARION—W. Darrell Clarke is
serving Marion Church as pastor. He
previously served Grace Church in
Evansville, Ind.
B OWENSBORO—David Nelson,
pastor of First Church since 1961, is
retiring this summer. The pastor
search committee is accepting re-
sumes in care of Dennis Waldroup,
Box 904, Owensboro, Ky. 42302.

B PENROD—Dale Etheridge re-
signed as pastor of Penrod Church.
B VALLEY STATION—Valley Sta-
tion Church called Jackie Newton as
pastor.
B VERSAILLES—Jerry Huffman
is serving Clover Bottom Church as
interim pastor. Also, Mable Poor,
church pianist, has missed only one
Sunday in the past 32 years of playing
at Clover Bottom Church.

Keevin Carter celebrated five
years as minister of youth and activi-
ties at Versailles Church.

Pl

RING OUT A total of 208 people and 21 church groups converged on the Frankfort Civic

Center March 7 for the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s state handbell festival. Here, ring-
ers practice a piece prior to a mass concert performed by the joint handbell choirs. (Pho-

fo by Eddie Boden)

Blaine Henson—an American original

Blaine (J.B.) Henson went to be with the Lord
March 16 at the age of 100 years, four months
and five days. He died as he had lived—with
faith, courage, spirit.

He grew up on a farm, one of a large number
of brothers and sisters. He knew and obeyed the
commandment of the Lord to “honor thy father
and thy mother that thy days may be long upon
the earth.” He lived and loved life, reaching the
century mark this past Dec. 11.

When World War I came, at the age of 26 he
volunteered to serve his country and was one of
the thousands who sailed “over there” to France.
He worked with mules and wagons and helped
haul and care for the wounded. There were so
many that he did not get back home
until months after the end of the war.

He married and, like many others,
was lured from the farm to work in

ied near both of them in a Hustonville cemetery.

Claiming Christ as his Savior as a young man,
J.B. had an active faith to the very end of his life.
He read his Bible through many times. He loved
good preaching and old hymns like “Amazing
Grace,” “The Old Rugged Cross,” “In The Gar-
den.” When nearly blind, he still read his large-
print Bible with a magnifying glass.

With no children by either marriage, he lived
alone into his 99th year. He lived very simply,
the bare necessities, doing his own cooking.

Though childless, he loved children. Though
he never saw our Oneida school until he was 95,
he had been a generous donor for many years.
He gave at least $100 a month. As with other
* donors, we had no idea who he was,
his occupation, how he had gotten in-
terested in our work. We simply wrote
him a thank-you letter each time he

Detroit during the heyday of the Mod-
el T. But a few years later he was back
in Kentucky with some money and
bought a farm. He spent the remain-
der of his life buying and selling
farms, trading horses and cattle and
hogs, buying and repairing and sell-
ing houses. He had an eye for a bar-
gain, was a good trader, seldom took
a loss. He loved every minute of it.

ONEIDA
JOURNAL

Barkley Moore

gave, telling him something of what
was then happening.

At age 94, Mr. Henson was work-
ing on the roof of one of his houses
and fell off. Miraculously, he was not
badly hurt but began to slow down a
bit. He sold several houses and donat-
ed some beautiful furniture to us. A
few months later he made his first vis-
it to see what we had done with the

When a doctor told him and his
wife that they both had less than a year to live in

1948, he sold a 300-acre farm near Shelbyville.

and prepared to meet his maker. His wife died
within the year but the Lord didn’t call J.B. for

another 44 years. He vowed ever afterwards that -

if he had not sold that farm, he would have been
a millionaire.

But he bought many more farms after that. He
never drove a tractor nor owned a car. He worked
hard. He lived frugally. He married a second
time, and his second wife also died many years
before him. Until the day he died he paid honor
to both his wives and thanked God for each of

" them, for their faithfulness and love. He was bur-

furniture. Before his death he bought
and donated to us three farms and made other
generous gifts to the Oneida work.

He spent nearly nothing on himself but helped
many individuals over his life. He was plain of
speech and when he didn’t like something he said
so in no uncertain terms. He loved to make mon-
ey but he also loved to give it away in situations
where he felt the money was being used wisely
and to good purpose. His investments in the girls
and boys of Oneida will reap dividends eternally.

Heaven is dearer because J.B. Henson is there,
and you and I can join him one day.

Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 i

Paid Column

Thursday, March 5, the region-
al Kentucky State Police basket-
ball team came to campus for a
game with some of our students.
Three troopers were called out to
work an accident. One remarked it
was probably very serious because
they rarely call three of them. The
campus soon heard the tragic news
that our director of library servic-
es, Carolyn Brooks, died in the ac-
cident. Library assistant Diana
Dukes was injured. Their two
daughters were not physically hurt.

Hallways near the Pineville
Hospital emergency en-
trance soon had a
crowd of concerned
and grieving friends
from the community,
church and college.
Shock, disbelief, si-
lence, tears, love, ques-
tions, all mingled in a
moment most of us
have known before but
never becomes easier.
The heaviest load fell
on Carolyn’s husband,
Milton, and her chil-
dren Abby, 16, and Ben, 13.

Mrs. Brooks came to Clear
Creek in 1981 as cataloguing li-
brarian. These past 11 years have
brought major changes in our li-
brary services. Accreditation came
in 1986 with a challenge to expand
the library. Mrs. Brooks drafted a
five-year library plan involving a
remodeling which nearly doubled
floor space and projected an addi-
tional 15,000 volumes. The “new
library” open house last year was a
joyful occasion. The facility’s

Clear Creek grieves librarian’s death

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill D. Whittaker

Paid Column

beauty and practicality reflected
her leadership.

At faculty meeting March 10
the library committee presented
her last completed task—a revised
five-year plan. The vision calls for
a quiet study room, an informal
reading lounge, student computer
lab, an archival collection, eleva-
tor, and an automated circulation
system. Completion of this plan
will result in one of the finest
smaller theological libraries in this
region. Contributions in Mrs.
Brooks’ memory help fulfill this
vision.

In a 1989 chapel tes-
timony, Mrs. Brooks
expressed thanksgiving
for her salvation at age
14, involvement in
FBC, Pineville, the sup-
port and love of her
family, and the oppor-
tunity to work sur-
rounded by 20,000
Christian books, “a
place where I can go
whenever I have a
problem and need a re-
source.” She shared a favorite
scripture, Philippians 4:4-6, and
quoted the prayer of St. Francis:

“O Divine Master, grant that 1
may not so much seek to be consoled
as to console, not so much to be un-
derstood as to understand, not so
much to be loved as to love, for it is in
giving that we receive; it is in pardon-
ing that we are pardoned; it is in dy-
ing that we awake in eternal life.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977
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_ and spiritual food.”

Scores of the newest Haitian
refugees are joining fellow coun- |-
trymen in Miami’s Little Haiti |
where they are receiving food

supplemented by Flonda Bap— -

five years.

“But if they come here they
are better off than in Haiti,”
Maxy said. “They can find a
church. T! oy can find a friend.”

Estin -tes indicate as many as
3,000 Liaitians will be able to
qualify as political refugees, ac-
cording to Mike Pszyk of Church
World Services.

Enouk Milgrise, 24, was
among 11 men and one woman

who sought refuge at the Em-

manuel church. Mil left Hai-
ti on a small boat with nearly 100
aboard.

Milgrise said he felt com-

pelied fo leave Haiti because of

the fear, turmoil and violence |

there. Speaking through an inter-
preter, he recalled a homeland

where each night random shoot-

ings killed adults and children.

Milgrise is one of the fortu-

| nate ones. The current U.S. gov-

ernment policy is to return the
vast majority of emlgrants 0

their homeland.

 But thé Mzaxm P

cause for rejoicing. One o ‘-thef"_‘
most recent refugees helped by |
his U.S. church made a profes» .

sion of faith Feb, 9.

,»Flarida churches

- “'I‘hechurchmdnseommum—f;'
 ty is here to help serve others,” |
said Wilner Maxy, pastor of the
Emmanuel Haitian Church in
Miami. “We help everyone in
need. We feel the church is the
right place to get physical food

aware the newest refugees will
_face many problems, including
_high unemployment, language
 barriers and crowded living con-
ditions, Maxy noted. His church |
continues to help families who
have been in Miami for at least

Homeless kids aren’t new on the block

By Chip Alford
SBC Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—The statis-
tics are sobering: Of the more than 1
million children and teen-agers who
run away from home each year, about
half end up living on the streets of
America’s cities.

Most come from broken homes or
families with a history of troubled re-
lationships. Some are victims of phys-
ical and sexual abuse. All are vulnera-
ble to a variety of dangers.

“Every runaway knows why they
want to leave home, but they don’t
know what they are going to run into.
They put themselves into an adult
world with an adolescent’s mind,”
said Carl Resener, executive director
of the Nashville Union Mission and
co-author of “Kids on the Street.”

Published by the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board’s Broadman
Press, the book takes a look at the
tragedy of America’s homeless chil-
dren, what help is available and how
churches can provide assistance.

Not all kids on the street are run-
aways. Co-author Judy Hall, a senior
social work executive with Travelers
Aid International in Washington, said
thousands of children and teen-agers
live on the streets with their homeless
parents.

But regardless of how they get
there, the authors said, the damaging
effects on children of life on the street
are the same.

“Children are at critical develop-
mental stages in their lives, both phys-
ically and emotionally,” Hall writes in
the book.

Living on the streets “interrupts the
normal process of growing up” and
“is a shock which undermines chil-
dren in every aspect of their lives.”

The authors cite numerous dangers
and problems faced by homeless kids,
including poor health and physical
development, poor education and an
increased likelihood of coming in
contact with acts of violence such as
prostitution, theft and illegal drug
sales.

Confronted with problems like
these, desperation is common among
homeless kids, the authors said. The
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Resources estimates 48 percent
have attempted suicide at least once
during their time on the streets.

“It’s not an easy life,” Resener said
of the kids’ plight. “A young person
on the streets is unlikely to write
home, ‘Having a good time. Wish you
were here.” Street life is the other side
of the coin of misery for those who
make the city streets their home. If
home life is intolerable, then street life
is worse.”

What can churches do to help?
Soup kitchens, food and clothing clos-
ets are helpful and needed, but Resen-
er said they address the symptoms of
homelessness, not the problem. The
authors offer a variety of suggestions
for people who are concerned—from
offering tutoring and job training to
increasing awareness of the need and

speaking out for the creation of more
low-cost public housing units and
shelters for homeless families and
child and teen-age runaways.

“We have a lot of church involve-
ment here (at the mission) in Nash-
ville ‘after the fact,” and I’m thankful
for that,” Resener said. “But it would
be better if they would do more to pre-
vent the kids from winding up on the
front steps of the mission in the first

‘place.”

To accomplish that, Resener said
it is vital for churches and community
agencies to work together.

“A lot of the community agencies
are doing a good job of meeting the
kids’ physical needs but they aren’t
addressing their spiritual needs. The
church has to step in and fill this gap,”
he said.

“The church cannot do everything
and the community (agencies) cannot
do everything but together we can get
the job done.”

Former trucker hlts the road with the gospel

By Ron Chaney
Baptist True Union

JESSUP, Md. (BP)—If several
professional truck drivers wanted to
visit your church this Sunday, they
couldn’t. Your parking lot is too
small.

For that reason, and others, Reggie
Pelletier takes his ministry to truckers.

Pelletier, a former trucker, is the
chaplain for God’s Trucking Ministry,
based at an Interstate 95 truck stop in
Jessup, Md., and sponsored by
Howard Baptist Association.

Even if church parking lots could
accommodate 18-wheelers, the 6 mil-
lion truck drivers in the United States
would have difficulty getting their
spiritual needs met, Pelletier says. The
trucking industry operates seven days
a week, 24 hours a day. That schedule
slams the brakes on getting to a
church during ministry hours.

The availability of ministry at all
times is critical for truckers, Pelletier

says. Truckers are on the road some-
times for an entire month. They get
lonely. They miss their families.
Needs for counseling arise 24 hours a
day.

“If the world can build a truck stop
that functions 24 hours a day, then the
church can build a ministry that pro-
vides for truckers 24 hours a day,” he
says.

“I am here at their convenience.
Somebody has to be there. And if it’s
2 o’clock in the morning, then I’'m
there. I'm not going to turn anyone
away,” says Pelletier, who lives at the
truck stop.

Pelletier felt called to start the min-
istry after driving a truck 19 years.

“By faith, I stepped out of my 18-
wheeler in Columbus, Ohio, took my
suitcase, a couple hundr: d dollars and
the clothes on my back, and came to
Jessup, Md., to begin the incredible
journey of building God’s Trucking

He came to Jessup because it was

the place where he came to know
Jesus Christ as personal Savior. While
stopping at the truck stop, he met a
woman who invited him to a Bible
study. He accepted Christ after talk-
ing with the minister who led the
study.

Pelletier now gives spiritual coun-
sel to truck drivers and leads worship
services and Bible studies for them. In
1991 he visited with more than 600
people, and 51 made professions of
faith.

Pelletier says he named the minis-
try “God’s Trucking Ministry” be-
cause God gave it to him and because
it is for truckers.

What amazes him most is how
God has built the ministry over the
past two years, he says. “In two years
it has gone from nothing to what it is
now.” Pelletier has an office and a
place to hold worship services at the
truck stop. Soon the ministry will have
its own 45-foot trailer for chapel ser-
vices.
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ON THE STREET Carl
Resener (center), co-author
of a new book about home-
less children and teen-ag-
ers, pauses to chat with two
residents of the Anchor
Home for Young Men in
Nashville. Churches could
make an important contribu-
tion by working on the front
end to prevent kids from
winding up on the streets,
he says. (BP photo by Chip
Alford)

‘If the world can
build a truck stop
that functions 24
hours a day, then
the church can
build a ministry
that provides for
truckers 24 hours a
day.’

Truck stop minister Reggie
Pelletier
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HOMES FOR CHILDREN

hildren are the victims. Their lives
are intruded upon by such tragedies
as poverty, family violence, physi-
cal and sexual abuse. We see the
cruelties on television and read
about them in our daily newspapers.
Children in our society are desper-
ately hurting.

Every day:
e One of 5 children (1 in4 in
Kentucky) is living at the
poverty level and 27 children
die from poverty.

e 100,000 children are home-
less and need a place to sleep.
¢ 2,800 teenagers become
pregnant.

e One of 7 children gives up on
life and attempts suicide every
day, and 6 American children
commit suicide each day.

At Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children, we've dedi-
cated ourselves, on behalf of all Kentucky Baptists, to
these children who have been scarred by abuse, neglect
and abandonment. Because of your support, these
children begin to find a place of healing. Thank you for
what you do to bring hope and healing to them all.
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