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FOR THE RECORD 

Homosexual licensed 
A North Carolina church 

voted to license a 
homosexual man to the 

ministry, marking the 
first time a Southern 

Baptist church has done 
so. See page 2. 

BSU commissioning 
Leaders of Kentucky 

Baptist Student Unions 
gathered at Georgetown 
College for training and 

to commission 79 
student summer 

missionaries. 
Seepage 3. 

Fellowship meets 
About 200 people 

attended a meeting of the 
Kentucky Baptist 

Fellowship where they 
heard Cecil Sherman 

speak. See page 3. 

Lifestyles compared 
New research by the 

Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board compares 
the values and lifestyles 
of church members to 

the general U.S. 
population. See page 9. 

CHRISTIANS 

Creation 

Will evangelical 
Christians join the 

debate about the 
environment? 

■ Editorial: You don't 
have to hold hands with 

a Hippie to make a 
difference. See page 5. 

■ Baptist authors 
address environmental 

issues. See page 7. 
■ Speak out by planting 

a tree. See page 7. 
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TO THE LAST DROP Piisfor Tommy Mitchell scrapes a pot of cherry cobbler filling held by Doug Ne.uspickle, ministe/of education 
and youth at First Baptist Church in.Jud/ow. Along with Gary Belcher, music minister, the staff members cook .. and serve a 
Wednesday evening family meal at the church. Offering the staff-cooked meals has dramatically increased attendance, both on 
Wednesdays and Sundays. 

Pastor cooks up recipe for church growth 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

LUDLOW- The ministerial 
staff ofFirst BapJjst Church in Lud­
low takes the biblical admonition to 
"feedmy sheep" literally, and their 
flock is growing as a result. 

Since beginning a staff-cooked and 
staff-served Wednesday evening din­
ner two months 'ago, the church llas 
experienced significant growth-near­
ly tripling Wednesday night atten­
dance as well as .increasing Sunday at­
tendance, baptisms and mini~ par-
ticipation. • • •• 

Food is an essential ingredient to 
this success story, Pastor Tommy 
Mitchell said, but an emphasis on 
families has added to the mix. 

The church has adopted a fan,uJ.y 
ministry tbeme that offers' help to 
individual families and brings peo­
ple together into a larger church 
family. 

. .Church, members recently went 
door-to-door in 'their Northern Ken­
tucky town to distribute 2,000 pack­
ets labeled "Here's Hope For Your 
Family: A Gift of Love from First 
Baptist Ludlow." 

The packets contained family helps 
and an invitation to attend an inquir­
er's dass called "First Look." The 
four-weekcycle'is offered on Sunday 
momings· for anyone who wan.ts_ to 
learn more about the church with"no 
obligation to join anything." 

Even the Wednesday evening 
meal and ,p1qyer time are billed.as a 
family time. • 

Mitchell got the idea for the staff­
cooked~' meals from Larry Davis, 
pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Cold Spring. Davis has been 'cook­
ing for his . church for three years 
with similar success: 

Preparing the meals takes about 
six hours every week, a price Mitch­
ell .said is small compared to results 

it produces. "Do you have time to 
double your crowd and your fellow­
ship?" he often asks fellow pastors 
who can't understand why he does 
it. 

He is joined in the kitchen by 
Doug Neuspickle, minister of edu­
cation and youth, and Gary Belcher, 
minister of music. Church -members 
call the staff took,s the ''Three Broths 
ers.'·' . 

They have four bisic menus 
which they rotate: oven-fried chick­
en, roast beef, baked ham and tur­
key and dressing1 All ,,meals are 
cooked country-style and served 
with trimmings such as mashed po­
tatoes, cherry cobbler, Broccoli Nor­
mandy and hot rolls. 

One of the intangible benefits of 
the meals is the modeling of servan.-

• thood for the congregation, ~tchell 
said. ",People say, 'H the Three 
Brothers can do •this, then we can 
□ See Staff·b;Jked meals ... , page 6 

Billy Graham 
preaches in 
North Korea 

HONG KONG (BP)--Billy Gra­
ham has stormed one of the last bas­
tions of communism- arid had a 
friendly lunch with its general. 

The evangelist visited North Korea 
March 31-April 4, discussed religion 
with President Kim 11 Sung-the na­
tion's absolute ruler for nearly half a 
century- and spoke about Christiani­
ty to leading scholars as well as the 
nation's tiny Christian community. 

Graham, 73, was invited to the of­
ficially atheist nation by the Korean 
Christians Federation, the govern­
ment-sanctioned organization for be­
lievers. 

"I don't know why I was invited, 
but I'm often invited to countries 
where I don't why I was invited," 
Graham told reporters. 

Graham and Kim discussed reli­
gion and philosophy during a private 
meeting and later over lunch. 

Graham followed several foreign 
Christian delegations that have made 
less-publicized visits to North Korea 
in the last few years. But he claimed 
he was the first foreign evangelist al­

i lowed to preach the gospel there since 
World War II. 

What is now North Korea once 
was the heart of Korean Christianity 
and one of the most vibrant Christian 
centers in Asia. Christianity was sup­
pressed in the north after Korea was 
divided and communists led by Kim 
took over. Many believers fled south, 
died under persecution or were killed 
during the Korean War. 

Graham preached in Pyongyang at 
the two officially sanctioned church­
es--one Protestant and one Catho­
lic- and addressed pastors, seminari­
ans and other church leaders. Preach­
ing from John 3: 16, he stressed the 
reality of God's love for every human 
being and urged his audience to fol­
low Christ in their daily lives. 

Graham also lectured to students at 
Pyongyang's Kim 11 Sung University 
on what it means to be a Christian. 

The evangelist said he saw young 
people in the churches- not just older 
believers who may have been Chris­
tians prior to communism's rise. 

Gregory will head search for Parks' successor·at FMB 
CLEMSON, S.C.- Texas pastor 

Joel Gregory will head the search 
committee to find a successor to Keith 
Parks as president of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 

Gregory, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Dallas, will work with a 15-
member committee appointed by Bill 
Hancock, pastor of Highview Baptist . 
Church in Louisville and outgoing 
chairman of FMB trustees. 

The appointments were among 
Hancock's last actions as chairman, 
since his tenn ended after the board's 
April 6-8 meeting in Clemson, S.C. 
The new ch.airman elected by trustees 
is John Jackson, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church in Fairfield, Calif. 

Jackson was nominated by Paige 
Patter~on of Dallas and elected by a 

vote of 48-35 over John Greene, a 
businessman from West Palm Beach, 
Fla. Jackson's nomination was sup­
ported by the board's most conserva­
tive trustees, while Greene was sup­
ported by trustees seeking a middle­
of-the-road candidate. 

After his election, Jackson told re­
porters he believes the board is divid­
ed over whether the next FMB presi~ 
dent should have experience as a mis­
sionary. "About half the board feels 
it's mandatory to have missionary ex­
perience. Another large bloc is look­
ing for the man and his ability to lead 
and his missions heart." 

Asked if the • committee would 
have a candidate by Oct. 30, Jackson 
said the search could take a year if the 
committee "does its work right." He 

said he believes trustees would be 
willing for Parks to serve until a suc­
cessor is found , but Parks said he 
would stay no longer than Oct. 30. 

Jackson said Parks 'will retain full 
authority as president until Oct. 30 "as 
far as I'm concerned." 

Parks announced plans to retire 
during a "spiritual retreat" with trus­
tees last month in Texas, citing philo­
sophical differences and a lack of trust 
in his leadership as reasons. 

The veteran missionary made his 
retirement plans official in a letter pre­
sented to trustees during their spring 
meeting last week. 

The night before, Parks drew a 
standing ovation from about 11,000 
people gathered at Clemson Universi­
ty for the appointment of 38 new for-

eign missionaries. After Parks gave a 
challenge to the missionaries and is­
sued an invitation to the audience, 199 
people made spiritual decisions, in­
cluding 77 who committed to various 
types of foreign mission service. \ I • 

The appointments bring the . total 
SBC foreign mission force to 3,955 
missionaries assigned to 125 coun­
tries. Hancock noted the FMB had 
achieved the 125-country figure eight 
years ahead of the target date set in the 
SBC's Bold Mission Thrust effort to 
proclaim the gospel to the world. 

Parks' disagreements with trustees 
resurfaced both in his official letter of 
retirement and as a result of a motion 
from the floor which would have 
asked him to remain in his position 
D See FMB trustees .. . , page 2 



BAPTIST BITS 

■ The alumni 
. associations of three 

Southern Baptist 
Convention seminaries 

will have exhibits and 
alumni functions at the 

general assembly of the 
Cooperative Baptist 

Fellowship April 30-May 
2 in Fort Worth, Texas, 

even though none ofthe 
six SBC schools will be 
officially represented at 
the meeting of Baptist 

moderates. Southern and 
Midwestern seminaries 

will hold alumni 
fellowships May 1 at the 

Ramada Inn, and 
Southwestern Seminary 

will host a continental 
breakfast May 2, also at 

the Ramada . 

■ In an apparent first, 
the Southern Baptist 

Convention and the U.S. 
Catholic Conference have 

joined together in a 
friend-of-the-court brief 

submitted to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The 

brief, filed April 6 by the 
Catholic Conference and 

the SBC Christian Life 
Commission, asks the 

court to reverse its 1973 
decision legalizing 

abortion. The National 
Association of 

Evangelicals also joined 
in the brief. Together, the 

three religious bodies 
represent about 90 
million Americans. 

■ Mississippi College 
trustees voted to close 
Clarke College, a two-

year institution they 
operate in Newton, Miss. 

They cited dwindling 
enrollment, decreased 

financial resources and 
loss of accreditation as 

reasons for the closure. 

■ Grand Canyon 
University's faculty and 
• staff have taken 
voluntary pay cuts of 1 

percent to 1 O percent to 
help the Arizona Baptist 
school move to a cash-

based budget. 
Administrators said the 
one-time action would 

allow the school to avoid 
a deficit this year and 

begin restructuring for a 
stronger future. 

BAPTISTS 
Baptist church licenses homosexual 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C.- Members 
of Olin T. Binkley Memorial Baptist 
Church approved the licensing of a 
homosexual man to the ministry by a 
57-42 percentage vote April 5. 

The Chapel Hill, N.C., church is 
believed to be the first Southern Bap­
tist congregation to open the ministry 
to homosexuals. The vote to license · 
John Blevins, 25, a Duke University 
divinity student, was taken during a 
Sunday night meeting open only to 
church members. 

The church adopted a seven-para­
graph statement saying they would 
"disregard the sexual orientation of 
those under consideration" for pasto­
ral leadership, licensing or ordination. 

Binkley "has been committed in its 
history to inclusiveness," Linda Jor­
dan, the church's pastor since May 
1990, told Baptist Press, "and so this 
is not as foreign as it may look." The 
church was heavily involved in the 
civil rights movement, she said, and 
has been part of "the struggle for 
women to hold places of leadership in 
the church" and has adopted sexually 
inclusive language in its worship. 

Blevins told the Raleigh News and 
Observer he heard the call to the gos­
pel ministry during the summer after 

the 11th grade. Five years later, as a 
freshman at Duke University's divin­
ity school, he acknowledged his ho­
mosexuality. 

"It's been a long process, a grow­
ing process for me as a person as well 
as for the congregation," Blevins said 
at a news conference after being li­
censed by the Binkley congregation. 

. At a series of congregational and 
small group meetings, Blevins coun­
tered Bible passages condemning ho­
mosexuality with his view that God's 
revelation to man doesn't stop with 
the Scripture. He talked about same­
sex marriage and sexual intercourse 
outside of matrimony. He suggested 
gays and lesbians can be positive role 
models for children. He was even 
asked by one.member whether he had 
been tested for HIV. 

But Blevins said he does not resent 
the intrusion. "While my sexuality is 
intimate and personal, it also has' so­
cial implications," he said. 

Blevins' theological credentials 
"are as sound as those of anyone who 
has come through this church seeking 
licensure," said Dick Helwig, the 
church moderator and chief lay offi­
cer. 

Conservative Baptist leaders-in 

the Southern Baptist convention and 
the North Carolina Baptist State Con­
vention- already have threatened to 
oust the church, which is .dually 
aligned with American Baptist 
Churches. 

In addition, a number of the con­
gregation's longtime members have 
begun to vacate the pews in Binkley's 
modem sanctuary. Helwig said the 
same sort of exodus occurred when 
Jordan became the congregation's 
first female pastor. 

In February, the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee ini­
tiated efforts to change the SBC con­
stitution and bylaws to bar any church 
"affirming, approving or endorsing in 
any way the active practice of homo­
sexuality." 

The Executive Committee will 
meet prior to the SBC's June 9-11 
meeting in Indianapolis to formulate 
any specific proposals. The commit­
tee also adopted a resolution in Febru­
ary stating, "Unrepentant homosexu­
ality is repeatedly condemned in 
Scripture." 

Reported by Art Toalston through 
Baptist Press and Ruth Sheehan of the 
Raleigh News and Observer through As­
sociated Baptist Press. 
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Midwestern trustees act on abortion, adjunct faculty 
KANSAS CITY, Mo.- Trustees 

of Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary adopted a strongly-worded 
resolution on abortion and voted to 
increase their involvement in select­
ing adjunct faculty April 6-7. 

The resolution says abortion on 
demand is "immoral, unethical and 
unbiblical." It "requests" that any 
Midwestern employee who does not 
share this view "refrain from publicly 
espousing the right of a woman to 
have an abortion on demand." 

Before voting on the resolution, 
trustees allowed Hulitt Gloer, chair­
man of the seminary's faculty affairs 
committee, to address the board. 

Among the faculty, response to the 
resolution could be characterized as "a 
deep sense of hurt," Gloer said. "In 
short, faculty members feel that the 
resolution reflects an attitude of sus­
picion toward the faculty which indi-

cates an underlying lack of trust." 
Although the faculty report was 

discussed at length during the board's 
instruction committee meeting, trus­
tees made no response to a faculty re­
quest for dialogue. Instead, they 
adopted the resolution by a 17-9 vote. 

Trustees also elected Robert John­
son of Fort Worth, Texas, as associate 
professor of church history, but not 
before several first-year trustees com­
plained about the procedure. 

Johnson's election was the first 
time a new method for faculty selec­
tion had been used that includes ex­
tensive trustee involvement through 
the instructional committee. 

However, when Johnson's name 
was presented, trustee Timothy 
Harvey of Georgia objected, saying 
he was being asked to vote for a per­
son he had never met, "recommended 
by trustees I barely know." 

Instructional committee Chairman 
James Jones of Michigan said the 
committee made sure the candidate 
was a biblical inerrantist, that he be­
lieved Adam and Eve were real peo­
ple, and that he believed in the mira­
cles, the resurrection and the return of 
the Lord. 

Johnson was elected by a 20-6 
vote, but not before trustees learned 
that Johnson had been quizzed by con­
servative leader Paige Patterson of 
Dallas about his theological beliefs 
and his feeling about "the conserva­
tive resurgence." 

Also during the meeting, trustees 
approved a change in procedure for 
securing adjunct professors, previous­
ly the responsibility of administration. 

The change requires that names of 
prospective adjunct teachers be sub­
mitted to the instructional committee 
30 days before appointment "for their 

information and input." 
In the closing session, Jerry Dav­

enport of Texas proposed a policy al­
lowing students to tape all classroom 
and chapel lectures. President Fergu­
son asked why the policy was needed. 
He said the school had never had a 
policy prohibiting taping classroom 
lectures and that taping was done all 
the time at the discretion of each pro­
fessor. 

Trustee Ronnie Rogers of Arkan­
sas said he favored the motion be­
cause it would provide the administra­
tion and trustees "a mechanism to sub­
stantiate allegations" concerning the 
orthodoxy of a professor's teachings. 

The motion was referred to a com­
mittee for consideration. 

Reported by Bob Terry of the Missou­
ri Word & Way through Associated Bap­
tist Press and Brenda Sanders of Mid­
western Seminary through Baptist Press 

FMB trustees approve search committee, elect officers 
Continued from page 1 
until 1995. 

L.H. McCollough of Bastrop, La., 
moved the trustees vote to support 
Parks as president and commit to his 
leadership through 1995. 

However, during discussion of the 
motion, pointed questions were di­
rected to Parks about views attributed 
to him in a Baptist Press story on an 
address he made to FMB staff after his 
return from the March retreat. 

Trustee Bill Blanchard of Soddy 
Daisy, Tenn., read two paragraphs of 
the article which he said "caused me 
tremendous concern." 

In those quotes, Parks. said he was 
concerned about a trend toward con­
sid~ring individuals for service only if 
their theology and politics are "right" 
and they have endorsed the conserva­
tive political movement within the 

SBC. 
Blanchard asked Parks if the arti­

cle quoted him correctly and to name 
"just one person" who has been ruled 
out for political reasons. 

Before Parks could respond to 
Blanchard's questfon, Hancock inter­
rupted and ruled Blanchard's motion 
out of order, saying the discussion was 
"moving in the wrong direction for a 
public forum." 

In his presidential address that fol­
lowed, Parks said he would have liked 
to answer Blanchard's question and 
noted there is a "trend" toward ex­
cluding people on the basis of denom­
inational politics. 

As a result of Hancock's ruling, the 
trustees, who already had decided not 
to vote by secret ballot on McCol­
lough's motion, were spared having to 
vote publicly on whether they wanted 

Parks to continue as president. 
"I disagree with Dr. Parks," Jack­

son told reporters later. "I don't see 
the trends he sees." 

The new chairman said he doesn't 
know of anyone rejected for mission­
ary service and doesn't intend to insti­
tute a "creedal approach." 

Also during last week's meeting, a 
seven-member subcommittee of trus­
tees and staff was named to develop 
guidelines for handling press confer­
ences and sensitive news releases. 
Trustees have been critical of news 
coverage provided in the past eight • 
months, beginning with the trustees' 
decision to defunct the Baptist semi­
nary in Ruschlikon, Switzerland. 

Other trustees named to the presi­
dential search committee are Leon 
Hyatt, vice chairman, from Pineville, 
La.; Bob Oxford of Lakewood, Colo.; 

Phyllis Randall of Blacksburg, Va.; 
Karol Wise of Harrisburg, Pa.; John 
Simms of Salem, Va.; Bruce Romos­
er of Ellicott, Md.; Terry Williams of 
Batesville, Miss.; Ted Moody of 
Warner Robins, Ga.; Reed Lynn of 
Shawnee, Okla.; Carol Gilbreath of 
Florence, Ala.; Terry Horton of Col­
leyville, Texas; Mike Goodwin of 
Festus, Mo.; Hoyt Savage of Las Ve­
gas, Nev.; and John Greene. 

Other trustee officers elected are 
Bonnie Westbrook, physician from 
Beaumont, Texas, first vice chairman; 
Mike Goodwin, second vice chair­
man; Karen Gilbert, a pastor's wife 
from Hampton, Va., recording secre-
tary. 

Reported by Greg Warner of Associ­
ated Baptist Press and Robert O'Brien 
and Donald Martin of the FMB through 
Baptist Press 
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KENTUCKY 
Sherman appeals for Fellowship's European venture BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE- The Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship will begin support­
ing 11 missionary couples in Europe 
next year, including some currently 
assigned to the seminary in Rusch­
likon, Switzerland, by the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 

That was the message Cecil Sher­
man delivered to a group of Kentucky 
Baptists April 11 while asking them 
to fund a new Fellowship missions 
venture called Launch Europe. 

Sherman was the keynote speaker 
at a meeting of the Kentucky Baptist 
Fellowship held at Crescent Hill Bap­
tist Church in Louisville. About 200 
people attended the day-long meeting. 

The Kentucky Baptist Fellowship 
is a state affiliate of the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. Both groups are 
composed of Baptist moderates disen­
chanted with the current conservative 
leadership of the SBC. 

FMB trustees have abandoned the 
SBC's traditional European missions 
program like a baby left on a doorstep, 
said Sherman, newly elected coordi­
nator of the national Fellowship and 
former pastor of Broadway Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth, Texas. 

The Fellowship would be cruel to 
step over that baby while searching 
for other opportunities, he said. 

FMB trustees unwittingly gave the 
Fellowship a reason for being, Sher­
man explained. Initially, people 
flocked to the Fellowship because 
they shared the common experience 
of having been traumatized by chang­
es in the SBC, he said. 

"But we needed a better reason for 
being than that," Sherman said. "We 
are a purpose people. Baptists get to­
gether to do missions." 

Sherman said it is "ludicrous" to 
call the fledgling Fellowship a new 
denomination, but he also described 
the purpose of denominations to be 
"missions delivery systems." 

From Sherman's own description, 
the Fellowship will become a mis­
sions delivery system next January, 
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when it begins supporting the Euro­
pean missionaries and possibly others. 

The organization's total missions 
budget for 1993 is $2.5 million, he 
said. Half will be spent in Europe and 
half in other domestic and foreign ef­
forts yet to be determined. 

Sherman said he has received a 
formal request from Ruschlikon sem­
inary trustees for the Fellowship to 

• assume support of the faculty and staff 
who no longer will be supported by 
the FMB. "We're headed toward do­
ing this mission," he said. 

He also indicated the Fellowship 
has received dozens of inquiries from 
SBC missionaries about Fellowship 
support. He declined to reveal the 
names of any missionaries under con­
sideration for Fellowship support. 

A decision by FMB trustees last 
fall to defunct the Swiss seminary set 
in motion of storm of protest about 
how Baptists do missions in Europe. 

Baptist moderates have charged 
that FMB trustees are moving from a 

LOUISVILLE-The old South­
ern Baptist Convention is as dead 
as Elvis, and moderates who still 
believe in reported sightings of the 
convention they once knew are only 
dreaming, Robert Parham said. 

Parham, executive director of 
the Baptist Center for Ethics, spoke 
to about 200 people attending a 
meeting of the Kentucky Baptist 
Fellowship April 11. His senti­
ments were echoed by Rob Nash, 
pastor of Buechel Park Baptist 
Church in Louisville and a member 
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship's global missions committee. 

Nash said conservative trustees 
of the SBC Foreign Mission Board 
have forever changed the course of 
SBC foreign missions. 

"We no longer live in the 1970s, 
when cooperation was the main cri­
teria for Southern Baptist mis­
sions," Nash said. "The old prag-

confessional and cooperative mis­
sions approach to a creedal and pater­
nalistic approach. Baptist conserva­
tives, on the other hand, argue that 
FMB trustees are purging liberalism 
from foriegn missions. 

This dispute ultimately led to the 
resignation of FMB President Keith 
Parks, who will step down in October 
due to "philosophical differences" 
with trustees. 

Sherman said he believes Parks re­
signed because trustees asked him to 
do something he could not do in good 
conscience. FMB trustees, he said, 
want to make European Baptists "re­
flect the theology of SBC leaders." 

Parks' resignation is the "last 
wake-up call" for Baptist moderates 
that new conservative SBC leaders 
will forever change the denomina­
tion's agencies, Sherman said. "If 
you're waiting for the other shoe to 
drop, it won't happen." 

Instead, future changes will be 
made slowly as old leaders retire or 

matic approach to foreign missions 
that built this denomination is dead. 
We can hold a funeral." 

"It's time for thoughtful, coop­
erative Baptists to face the truth: the 
king of denominations is dead," 
Parham said. "It's time ... to get on 
with the kingdom business of the 
real king." 

Parham said Baptist moderates 
have come to a fork in the road 
where they can choose either anger 
or joy. The road to joy is a "sunlight 
road" and a "pro-active road," he 
said. 

Other speakers included June 
Whitlow of the national staff of 
Woman's Missionary Union; Ste­
phen Shoemaker, pastor of Crescent 
Hill Baptist Church in Louisville; 
Carolyn Hale, associate pastor of 
Faith Baptist Church in Georgetown; 
and Don Mantooth, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Morehead. 

resign quietly, he predicted. 
Sherman also asked the group just 

what it will take to wake up some 
Baptists. He cited a litany of changes 
in the denomination, including the 
resignations of a seminary president 
and Sunday School Board president 
and the firings of two editors. 

"What has to happen before you'll 
go to your churches and do some­
thing?" he specifically asked pastors. 

Sherman told pastors he did not 
want to divide their churches. How­
ever, he said the fair thing to do in 
churches where there are split opin­
ions is to give members choices about 
their mission money. At the church he 
recently left a_, pastor, Sherman said, 
members were allowed to give their 
money through the traditional Coop­
erative Program or through one of the 
Fellowship's funding plans. 

Allowing such a choice could keep 
churches from splitting, where as put­
ting the issue to a vote one way or the 
other would be more divisive, he said. 

Sherman charged that the SBC' s 
current leadership wants to portray the 
decision as an either-or choice be­
tween the Cooperative Program and 
the Fellowship. But churches do not 
have to stop giving through the Coop­
erative Program to give through the 
Fellowship, he said. 

''I'm not asking you to cut anybody 
off," Sherman said. Instead, he said, 
he hopes more churches will move 
some of their missions money to sup­
port Fellowship efforts, particularly 
the Launch Europe initiative. 

Currently, about three-fourths of 
the money channeled through the Fel­
lowship is designated for traditional 
SBC causes. For new ventures such as 
Launch Europe to be successful, 
churches must be willing to channel 
more unrestricted funds through the 
Fellowship, Sherman said. 

Compared to the total budget of 
most churches, the amount of money 
that makes it to the Fellowship or the 
Cooperative Program is only a small 
percentage, he noted. "It's just the 
money with all the nerve endings. It's 
the emotional money." 

■ Ross Figart, longtime 
missionary in Eastern 
Kentucky, died of 
apparent heart failure 
April 10. Memorial 
services were held at 
Central Baptist Church in 
Winchester April 13. 
Complete coverage will 
appear in next week's 
Recorder. 

■ Eighty men and boys 
gathered at the Greasy 
Creek Baptist Church in 
Greensburg April 4 for 
the annual brotherhood 
breakfast and R.A. track 
meet sponsored by the 
Ru.ssell Creek Baptist 
Association. Bill Reed, 
pastor of Beech Grove 
Baptist Church in 
Campbellsville, was 
keynote speaker. 
Macedonia Baptist 
Church in Greensburg 
had the most participants 
in the track meet. 
Associational winners 
will progress to the state 
competitions at 
Cedarmore and Jonathan 
Creek Baptist 
assemblies. 

State BSU sends missionaries, elects officers 

■ Laypeople are invited 
to Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary's 
annual lay Bible 
conference May 14-16, 
featuring seminars on 
the theme, "You, the 
Cross and the 
Resurrection." Speakers 
include professors 
James Blevins, Gerald 
Borchert, Charles Bugg, 
Molly Marshall and Tom 
Smothers. For 
information, call (502) 
897-4142. 

GEORGETOWN- A commis­
sioning service for 79 student summer 
missionaries highlighted the annual 
training conference for Kentucky 
Baptist Student Union leaders April 3-
6. 

"Leaders to Light the World" was 
the theme of the three-day conference . 
held on the campus of Georgetown 
College. 

Also during the meeting, new state 
BSU officers were elected. They are 
Lisa Clifton, president; David Cald­
well, vice president; and Phillip Kays, 
secretary. All three are students at 
Morehead State University, an unusu­
al coincidence in state elections. 

The 79 student missionaries will 
serve in various capacities and loca­
tions this summer, including on the 
six Kentucky Baptist Convention Son 
Teams: Son Burst, Son Share, Son 
Bound, Son Praise, Son Celebration 
and Son Life. 

The commissioning was held spe­
cifically for student missionaries who 

will be supported by the state BSU 
offering and who are appointed 
through the KBC's student depart­
ment. However, other students recog­
nized will serve as summer mission­
aries through the Southern Baptist 
Home' Mission Board and other send­
ing agencies, bringing the total num­
ber of Kentucky student missionaries 
close to 200. 

Pat Brunner, campus minister at 
Berea College, encouraged the stu­
dents to be "letters oflight" as they go 
out this summer. Quoting Mother 
Teresa, she also urged each student to 
be a "pencil in the hand of God." 

During the service, each student 
missionary was recognized and asked 
to identify two special people in their 
lives. The students and their honorees 
then formed a circle that encompassed 
the chapel and ran down the aisles. 

Special guests during the leader­
ship training conference included 
Laura Clegg, state BSU president in 
Utah-Idaho, and Rob Lee, director of 

student work for the Utah-Idaho Bap­
tist Convention. Kentucky Baptists 
currently are engaged in a partnership 
missions venture with Utah-Idaho 
Baptists. 

Clegg told about her Christian con­
version, describing how relationships 
with caring Baptist friends helped her 
find a new relationship with Jesus 
Christ and leave Mormonism. 

Georgetown College President 
William Crouch encouraged the stu­
dent leaders to learn four things: to 
navigate life with · a compass instead 
of a map, to be disciplined, to have 
integrity and to "dare to dare." 

Also during the weekend, the stu­
dent missionaries honed the tools of 
their trade, learning where not to drink 
the water, what to pack, what to ex­
pect where they are going, practicing 
unusual ways to sing "Jesus Loves 
Me" and studying how to counsel 
youth and children. 

Reported by Elizabeth Baird of the 
University of Louisville BSU. 

■ Campbellsville 
College will have a 
marching band for the 
first time next year. New 
maroon, white and silver 
uniforms for the band 
were unveiled during the 
spring trustee meeting. 
Recruitment is still 
underway for the band, 
and grants are available 
for band members. For 
enrollment information, 
contact the school at 
(800) 264-6014. 
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OPINION 
Easter means life 

When you think of Easter, what 
images come to your mind? 

As I think of my childhood days, 
two images stand out for me: family 
and Easter egg hunts. 

I never missed an Easter egg hunt 
if I could help it. The fun part about 
Easter eggs was that you could always 
hide them again. The best eggs were 
the plastic ones that had candy inside. 

Most of our Easter egg hunts were 
centered around family. I remember 
one Easter in particular. We had driv­
en 45 minutes to my great-grand­
mother's house. We were all dressed 

ground. He describes the chilly wind 
from the northwest with the smell of 
pigs and sheep in it. He speaks his vi­
sion of children and parents. The par­
ents buy com dogs and lovingly hold 
their children's hands. The children 
hang on to their parent's legs with one 
hand and eat the com dog with the 
other. Coming back to the ground, 
Keillor writes, "Thank you, dear God, 
for this good life and forgive us if we 
do not love it enough." 

There are so many things to love 
about this life: growth, learning, vi­
sion, forgiveness, reunion, compan­
ionship, discovery, laughter and un­
derstanding. There are so many peo­

up to go to 
church with 
my great 
aunt. After 

MINISTERIALLY SPEAKING 
ple- with so 
many differ­
ences that 

church, it was time to eat. Or better 
yet in regards to my grandma's cook­
ing, it was time to feast. Her home­
made noodles were the best. It was a 
great time! 

What about today? What does Eas­
ter mean for me now? It means grace. 
It means forgiveness. But most of all, 
it means life! The life I am able to live 
is a result of resurrection morning. It 
is an abundant life, and it is an eternal 
life. That is the message of Easter. It 
is the message that everyone needs to 
hear. 

Have you invited someone to 
church on Easter? It will be an oppor­
tunity for them to hear about grace, 
forgiveness and life. 

Rick Elsey, pastor 
Casky Baptist Church 

Hopkinsville 

Thank you, God 
Garrison Keillor describes his 

riding of the ferris wheel at the fair as 
soaring up to the stars and back to the 

No compromise 
Shock, disappointment and frustra­

tion are all emo-

enrich us all. 
They bring us colorful ways of dress, 
new ways of seeing things that have 
been there all along, laughter and 
dancing, and music. They bring us so 
much opportunity to love like God 
loves. This life we are given is rich, 
indeed, if it is shared and if we love as 
does God, who loves us and our dif­
ferences. 

"Thank you, dear God, for this 
good life, and forgive us if we do not 
love it enough." 

Jim England, pastor 
Deer Park Baptist Church 

Louisville 

Access to God 
Do you examine the Scriptures, or 

do they examine you? 
Are you a faithful reader of the 

Open Windows or study your Bible so 
that you know how to find a Scripture 
in just a few minutes? How many 
times have you read the Bible through 
from Genesis to Revelation? 

Do you read early in the morning 

lifestyle. 
To suggest that convention polity 

(i.e. autonomy of the local church) be 

tions that I felt , in 
part, upon reading 
the editor's com-

BAPTIST FORUM 
elevated to .a posi­
tion over that of 
Scripture is mind-

ment regarding the SBC Executive 
Committee 's response to two North 
Carolina churches who by their pro­
posed action sanction the homosexual 

boggling. And that 
does seem to be the editor's position. 

Concluding that "private" sin in 
church members' lives and its sanc­
tion in the "public" worship of the 

Small town at Easter time 
More than 100 local and county 

newspapers publish daily, twice­
weekly, and weekly across our com­
monwealth. 

One is the Grayson 

needs a home where she will be cared 
for." 

Can you imagine an article like 
that in the Courier-Journal, Lexington 

Herald, or Cincinnati Post? 
County News-Gazette, 
published Monday and 
Thursday. The specialness 
of such publications is cap­
tured in the April 2 issue of 
this Leitchfield communi­
ty newspaper. 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

Or how about the com­
munity news: 

"Angelene and Lester 
Young spent Tuesday 
night at Clarkson with 
Amanda and Lacey Vin­
cent" or "In the birthday 
club, we have Amy Moore 
and Ellen Moore Hayes on 
April 6; Laci, granddaugh­
ter of Otis and Frankie 

Take, for example, 
page 8 which has a picture 
of the animal control offi­
cer holding a dog. The ar­
ticle reads: "Wet, cold and 
hungry, the dog welcomes 
shelter and food, but most 

. . Bryant, 1-year old on the 
Wilham W. Marshall seventh." My grandson, 

of all friendly voices and gentle hands. 
She appears to be healthy, well-man­
nered, sweet-tempered and loving. 
She, like other animals at the shelter, 

Marshall, was one year old 
March 26. Did that appear in the Cou­
rier-Journal? No way! 

Being a "conservationist" myself, 
I was impressed to note: "This news-

or late at night before you retire to 
bed? 

We need to study the Bible: 
I Because it helps us cultivate an 

attitude of dependence upon the Lord. 
I It also helps us to spiritually dis­

cern things in their elements. 
I It's capable of building you up in 

the Lord and the truth and pointing out 
things in our lives that need to change. 

I The Holy Spirit illuminates us as 
we study and follow his teachings. 

I Its truths become a part of our 
lives. 

If you only spend 20 minutes each 
day, the time you spend will show you 
what God did- and does-as well as 
offering you access to God's mind. 

We use road maps, telephone 
books, recipes, TV guides, newspa­
pers and magazines every day. Why 
not the Bible? Just 20 minutes will 
start your day off right and you will 
be surprised how well the day will go 
when you examine the Scriptures and 

. they examine you. 
We need to be receptive, to be de­

pendent on the Holy Spirit to lead us. 
"Lord, open your word to me, and 

open me to your world." 
Ty Clenney, pastor 

Greensburg Baptist Church 
Greensburg 

The purpose 
The Humana Corp. was in the 

news late last year. It seems that peo­
ple like Sam Donaldson and others 
were calling in to question the amount 
of money the company is making. I 
realize the official question is about 
price mark-up on services and materi­
als, but mark-up determines profit, 
and that is the bottom line. 

I am somewhat amused that peo­
ple are so surprised at the discoveries 
of Mr. Donaldson. Humana is a for-

church are one in the same requires 
some convoluted mental gymnastics 
that most Southern Baptists find un­
acceptable. To cloak such action in 
such meaningful words as "compas­
sion," " love" "autonomy," etc. is 
worse. 
. By all means, we must continue to 
proclaim God's love for all sinners. At 
the same time, we dare not flinch from 
the declaration that God hates sin. If 

print is l 00 percent recycled." I also 
noted that a local company will begin 
this summer to participate in the state­
wide used-motor oil recycling pro­
gram. The article revealed that 
"twelve million gallons of used motor 
oil are generated annually in Ken­
tucky but only six million can be ac­
counted for." It further claimed that 
"the state of Kentucky sustains an oil­
spill every two years equal to that of 
the Exxon-Valdeze (spill)!" 

I was glad to see that on the front 
page; never mind "Washington whis­
pers." The motor-oil thing was some­
thing folks here can really do some­
thing specific about. 

On page nine was this week's In­
ternational Sunday school lesson. 
Whatever one's Christian affiliation, 
here was some help for all. 

And it was on page nine that I not­
ed the importance of religious life in 
the small community. 

The paper clearly demonstrated the 
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profit company. The primary purpose 
of a for-profit company is to make 
money. The Humana Corp. is going 
to make decisions and enact proce­
dures which will ensure that the com­
pany fulfills its purpose. In this case, 
its purpose is making money. 

The real problem is that there is no 
clear consensus of understanding con­
cerning the purpose of hospitals, and 
the issue is not only money. Humana 
sees hospitals as a way of making 
money. Doctors and other practitio­
ners in the medical field see hospitals 
primarily as the place where they ply 
their trade. The public understands the 
purpose of a hospital as a place where 
the sick come for care and healing. ls 
it any wonder confusion reigns? 

However, the same principle ap­
plies to the church. When there is no 
clear understanding of the purpose of 
the church, confusion reigns. Church 
staff often see the church as a place 
where they ply their trade-preaching 
sermons, planning religious activities 
and singing beautiful music . The 
members often see the church as their 
own private club where membership 
has its privileges. The public often 
understands the role of the church as 
being the moral voice of society. Is it 
any wonder confusion often reigns? 

Jesus intended the purpose of the 
church to be that of providing the peo­
ple opportunity to have a life-chang­
ing relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Sermons, prayers, hymns arid teach­
ing are all features of the church ex­
perience, but they are not the purpose. 
The mission of the church is to make 
believers of all people through a per­
manent, personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ that is both life-changing 
and life-giving. 

Wayne Hayes, pastor 
Beechmont Baptist Church 

Louisville 

those twin truths seem contradictory, 
then we must appeal to the Holy Spir­
it to interpret them to honest seekers 
of truth. But as individual churches or 
as a denomination, compromise on 
such biblical principles as those under 
discussion simply must not be an op­
tion. 

Tim Alexander, pastor 
Florence Baptist Church 

Florence 

tradition of many Kentucky churches 
at Easter time. That tradition which 
still holds in thousands of churches 
across this state is "revival." 

I noticed: "A revival will begin at 
McGrew General Baptist Church on 
April 11. Everyone is welcome." And, 
"There will be revival services at the 
Caney Creek Church beginning Sun­
day, April 5." 

I enjoy reading when I can the 
Wall Street Journal and the New York 
Times. They enlarge my world. But 
there's something about a small town 
newspaper that takes me to my roots. 

It's Easter-time in Kentucky; re­
vivals abound, especially in and 
around our small towns. Whether or 
not we participate in a "revival meet­
ing," Easter should remind us that "He 
is risen." And that means I can be, too! 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasure,: qf th(! Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 



EDITORIALS 
Help save oUr planet; recycle this newspaper 

Don't throw this newspaper away. 
Recycle it. 
That's right. Stack it in your basement or garage, or pile it on your 

back porch. Store it with last week's Western Recorder, and next week's. 
Add your local newspapers. Then take them all to your nearest recycling 
center. 

Do the same thing with your soft-drink cans and vegetable cans. Re­
cycle your plastic bags and coat hangers. Don't forget milk cartons and 
glass bottles. Recycle everything you can. You '11 feel better every time 
you take out the garbage, and you '11 be doing your great-grandchildren a 
big favor. 

You've seen the stories about environmental calamity: Overfilled 
landfills. Toxic waste. Spoiled waterways. Polluted air. An ozone hole. 
Bare forests. The greenhouse effect. Oil spills. Acid rain. Eroded farm­
land. 

The reports sound more like scripts from horror movies than studies 
about the fate of our planet. Yet future generations may live in horror if 
ours does not curb the destruction being heaped upon our fragile eco­
structure. 

l)espite the fright, Christians have had mixed emotions about the en­
vironment and the earth. 

On the one hand, we worship the God of creation and praise God for 
all the blessings this planet affords us. On the other, we seem to get hung 
up about what it means to "have dominion" over the rest of creation. 
Some among us have quoted Scripture to encourage conservation and 
preservation; others of us have quoted the same verses to authorize ag­
gressive development and profiteering. We've wound up talking past 
(sometimes even yelling at) each other, but not doing much together to 
make sure future generations inherit a home that will sustain them. 

Christians also have been uncomfortable with the company they keep 
when they actually tty to do something about the environment. In the 

early days, that meant working with people who looked like hippies. 
More recently, it has meant risking a coalition with people whose reli­
gious beliefs are human-centered rather than God-centered. Shocked by 
these peripheral distractions, we 've been shy about joining forces with 
all manner of folk in order to make progress on important environmental 
issues. 

That's the beauty of recycling your garbage. And adjusting your ther­
mostat down in winter and up in summer. And keeping your car tuned 
up, with the tires properly inflated. Not to mention planting trees, buying 
products that are not over-packaged, putting a brick in your toilet tank, 
turning the lights off when you leave the room, and a host of other ev­
eryday little actions that · save energy, conserve natural resources and 
protect the environment. 

These, you understand, are individual pursuits. You don't have to hold 
hands with and old hippy or see eye-to-eye with a New Ager to make a 
difference. And if you, and the members of your church, and the neigh­
bors down the road all start to care for the planet a little bit more, you can 
make a difference. 

Once you start that pattern, you might be inclined to learn how you 
can do even more to preserve and restore the environment. You can be­
gin by reading. Newspapers and leading magazines often carry update 
articles. Your local library has information, as does your soil and water 
conservation district. Baptists have written several new books on the 
environment, so check your church library. And you can begin by turn-

. ingtopage 7 of this week's Western Recorder, where we 've compiled a 
package of stories to help Kentucky Baptists commemorate Earth Day, 
April 18, and Soil and Water Stewardship Week, April 26-May 3. 

Don't be put off by the enormity of the task. Ecology is indeed a 
global problem with enormous ramifications. But you can help, and you 
can begin- by recycling this newspaper. 

Marv Knox 

You don't have to 
close the ozone 
hole all by 
yourself; just take 
the first step. 

God's plan remains the only 'safe' expression of sex 
Recent events have focused world 

attention on the scourge of AIDS and 
the idea of "safe sex." 

I am not unmindful of the intense 
suffering caused by the modem-day 
plague called AIDS. I can feel the 
rage, the terror, the despair, the unbe­
lief of those infected 

declares that sex, even if consummat­
ed outside the will of God, can be 
made acceptable if it can be made 
physically "safe." Sinful sex is never 
safe. Even if sinful sex could be ren­
dered physically safe, it brings with it 
the tragedy of all sin. 

Certain absolute 
and those who love 
them. GUEST EDITORIAL values exist in 

God's created 
But recent reve-

lations have produced two giant mis­
conceptions. The first relates to the 
idea that some devices--condoms, for 
example--can actually make sex safe. 
Such devices might make sex physi­
cally safer, but certainly not safe. 

The more serious misconception 

world. God made 
the world in such a way that practices 
outside his way bring consequences 
outside his plan for mankind. The di­
vine plan for men and women remains 
sexual intercourse only between a 
husband and his wife and lx. . -,een a 
wife and her husband (Genesis 2:24). 

There is no such thing as "casual sex" 
(1 Corinthians 6: 12-20). 

In biblical teachings, sexual inter­
course should be experienced only 
between spouses. The primary pur­
pose of sexual bonding is the binding 
of wife and husband into the "one 
flesh" union, enhancing that union 
through the expression of love, joy 
and servanthood, and the provision of 
children. Sex outside loving marriage 
always falls short of God's plan and 
constitutes sin. 

God' s best for humans does not 
tolerate sinful sex. We aim at achiev­
ing God's best, not simply avoiding 
sin's worst. Let us not suggest that sin­
ful sex if rendered "safe" is good for 

humans. Let us teach God's unques­
tioned purity rather than the world's 
uncertain "safety." Let us never sug­
gest that should physical health-relat­
ed factors be nullified, that any prac­
tice of sex outside of marriage is per­
missible. 

God's plan for sexual relationship 
is clear. This plan builds up, ennobles, 
improves, blesses. Sinful sex tears 
down, depraves, destroys. 

Is there a real choice? God's plan 
for sexual conduct remains the one 
and only proper, safe and acceptable 
expression of sexuality. 

Ebbie Smith, associate 
Baptist Center for Ethics 

Fort Worth, Texas 

"We aim at 
achieving God's 
best, not simply 
avoiding sin's 
worst." 

Any (still) sane parent wodld il~"dly ,,, $19tl5 lori1a Trult,-0-W,eter 
The package hospitals give parents of 

second-born children should include striped 
shirts and whistles. 

Your first bundle of joy is no problem; 
an only child has no sibling to argue with. • 
An older child and a baby aren't any trou­
ble!, either, since kids don't have any quar­
rel with barely-animate objects. But when 
the second child gets old enough to walk 
and talk, parenting gets tough. 

Takeourkiddoes,please. The other day, 
their fighting created enough noise to make 
rock musicians want to move to a quieter 
neighborhood. ...... . . 

"You give tl}~t ~k!" one.sg-e,eched. 
«I had . it. {it~~,y~l;ld you faf!tt Jake it 

away?',' the. otli~;.~;1tched. 
'jlut it's mirier,'/' . . 

"' .;\''So what? .You left it 'in ·' .-:;c:-:.:,·::·.-_ . > 'i'& 

,:\,.:i¥fr@= 

you weren't playing with it!" 
"What's the matter here?'' I :lSk,:ed in 

my best Bill Cosby/perfect father 
voice. 

"She took/ she wouldn't/ 
my only /her fault/ it's only 
/ stupid toy / hurt my 
feelings!" They prob-
ably spoke in 
complete sen- . 
tences, but l 
could only make 
out rando: 

tion, I took a deep breath and roared, "Quic 
et!'' as loud as if I were trying to wake up 

the J40-something-year-old b()Iles of 
Zachary T;;-ylor, entombed about a 

mile away. 
The room got still, and two 
tear-streamed, guilty faces 

looked up. 
And th.ere l was-:-for 

the . beiilliontb Whe­
µp to my hai:idlcer• 
chiefin c~g kias, 
both with p~usible 
~tories, both. seek­

for 

The people who sell stuff for $19.95 on 
cable TV should come up with a Truth-0-
MeterJor raising kids.\Y ou could stick the 
Truth .. O-Meter's suction-cup doohickeys 
on the kids' foreheads, ask a few questions, 
check the print-out and get to the bottom of 
things. Fast. 

No more intenninable, intractable fights. 
Noll!C>re grounding .the wrong child. No 
more. punishing bothJ9r the transgression 
of one, The art of parenting would be en­
hanced. radically, and the aggregate noise­
level ofthe planet w~d drop noticeably. 

Tlj~ Bible-says parenting is just a faajty 
·· -m!lge of Gog.'§ .relationship ttjiis. 

kr!<>w. W;ij#t;];~qp ~as,a •• • • 
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Recipe for a 
successful family 

meal program 

I Cost. At Ludlow, 
Wednesday evening 

meals cost $2 per person 
with a maximum of $6 

per family. Mitchell keeps 
costs low by buying in 

large quantities and 
during sales. 

I Quality. People won't 
come for budget quality 
food, Mitchell said. "We 
serve nothing but good, 

class meals. You can't 
get a meal like we serve 

for $2 anywhere." 
I No RSVP. Requiring 

_ people to make 
reservations for a weekly 

church dinner will "kill 
your crowd," Mitchell 

said, by excluding busy 
people who may not 

know what their 
Wednesday evening 

schedules will be like 
until late Wednesday 

afternoon. The purpose 
of a family meal at 

church should be to 
provide a help, not a 

hassle, he added. 

When the 
Declaration of 

Independence was 
signed in 1776, life 

expectancy was 
35. In the 1850s it 

was 40, and by 
1985 it was 75. 

The average life 
span continues to 

rise, and could 
reach 90 by the 

turn of the century. 

MINISTRY 
Staff-baked meals draw crowd to church ·,ngnome 

10/ds revival Continued from page 1 
find our place of service.'" 

Longtime member Gene Helle­
bush agreed the weekly illustration of 
servanthood isn't lost on church mem­
bers: "You could have the meals pre­
pared by. the women of the church, 
and it wouldn't be the same." 
• Before the meals began, Wednes­
day evening atten­
dance averaged 50 
people, Mitchell said. 
The first night meals 
were offered, 86 peo­
ple showed up, and the 
crowd hasn't dropped 
below 100 since. Av­
erage attendance now 
is 140, and the high 
was 200 one week. 

mode. It takes hard work to reach peo­
ple." 

And longtime members are excit­
ed about the changes they see. 

Hellebush's brother, Earl, a TWA 
. retiree who was married in the old 
sanctuary and has been attending the 
church at least 60 years, said he is glad 
to see the church "turned around and 

doing a lot better." . 
Gene Hellebush 

added he believes the 
church turned around · 
because members 
weren't afraid to take a 
few risks. "We've got 
a mission field right 
here, and we finally re­
alized that," he said. 

On Mitchell's first • 
Sunday as pastor in 
1989, Sunday school 
attendance was 189. 
The average now is 
nearly 300, with most 
of that growth occur­
ring in recent months. 

THE THREE BROTHERS Gary 
Belcher, · Tommy Mitchell and 
Doug Neuspickle 

The kind of growth 
happening at First 
Baptist in Ludlow im­
pacts every area of 
church life, including 
the frequent reassign­
ment and sharing of 
classrooms. The door 

One year ago, there was no 11th 
and 12th grade Sunday school class; 
today there is a class that averages 18 
in attendance. 

All this is a welcome change for 
the suburban Cincinnati church, 
which had been in decline from its 
peak in the 1950s. 

"We finally have the brakes ap­
plied to the skid," Mitchell said. "We 
have it turned around to a growth 

to every classroom 
bears a clear vinyl pouch with an eas­
ily changed card telling who meets 
there and when. 

Growth has been possible because 
church members are willing to make 
the sacrifices necessary, Mitchell said . 
To show appreciation for this open­
ness, the pastor created the "Whatev­
er it Takes" award, which was given 
for the first time to an older adult Sun­
day school class willing to move 

Church should reverse world's 
view of aging, researcher says 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. (BP)- lt's 
time for Christians to question the 
world's view of aging, a researcher 
said. 

"This country has a serious percep­
tion problem with aging. In a nutshell, 
the world views aging as not a very 
desirable thing," said Steve Taylor, an 
official with Age Wave Inc. of Em­
eryville, Calif. 

Taylor's company studies the de­
mographics of an aging population 
and the implications for churches. He 
spoke to a group of senior adult lead­
ers during a conference in Las Vegas 
sponsored by the Nevada Baptist Con­
vention and the Southern Baptist Sun­
day School Board. 

The world views older adults as 
angry, cranky, self-centered, com­
plaining, dependent, vulnerable, self­
ish and a burden, he said. "One of the 
single most common complaints of 
older adults is that they are treated 
condescendingly." 

The church could set a new agen­
da by paying attention to the resourc­
es found in senior adults and using 
them, he continued. ''The older adult 
group is not just a group that needs to 
be ministered to. It is just as important 
they do the ministering. 

"They need to be leaders in all fac­
ets of the church." 

Taylor and Win Am, director of a 
resource organization for church 
growth through senior adult ministry, 
agreed the word "retire" should not be 
a part of the Christian's vocabulary. 

People "who don't have anything 

productive to do after retirement usu­
ally die within seven years" after leav­
ing work, Am said. 

This will increasingly become an 
issue for the church as America's 
Baby Boomers begin to age, they said. 

Am explained that 20 percent of 
today's church members are age 55 
and older, while only 10 percent are 
ages 13-20. In 30 years, 33 percent of 
a church's congregation will be 55 
and older, Am projected. 

In a recent survey in which Am 
polled 500 churches, "two-thirds had 
youth directors, but less than 10 per­
cent had senior adult directors," he 
said. "Soon the day will come when 
youth directors will be trained in 
(ministering to) both youth and senior 
adults." 

A church with an effective senior 
adult ministry will provide older 
adults opportunities to use their retire­
ment years meaningfully, Am said. 

Am suggested senior adults can be 
the "best ministers of love" in the 
church. 

"Ministries of love, both giving 
and receiving, will receive greater pri­
ority in the church," he said. 

Frank Pollard, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church of Jackson, Miss., said 
churches should update their age 
groupings, placing the 40-60 group as 
median adults and the 60-80 group as 
older adults. 

"A person doesn't get old until he 
loses his enthusiasm," Pollard said. "It 
has nothing to do with the accumula­
tion of years." 

rooms for the sake of growth. 
Other ingredients in the Ludlow 

growth recipe include: 
I Exciting • orship. "We've tried 

to make worship more appealing to 
people who don't go to church," 
Mitchell said. That includes a mix of 
choruses and traditional hymns, 
friendly greeting of visitors by mem­
bers, and sermons with practical ap­
plication. 

I Personal concern. "When people 
give me a name of someone to pray 
for on Sunday morning, I go up in the 
pulpit and mention that name. It lets 
them know they're important," he 
said. 

I New units. Five new classes have 
been started since last summer, and as 
many as 15 more could be started, 
Neuspickle said. 

I Focus. "Everything we do has to 
meet two criteria," Mitchell said. "We 
ask, does it glorify God in my life and 
does it point people to God." 

I Acceptance. The church has 
adopted a theme of "love for all peo­
ple" and tries to make every visitor 
feel at home. "I have a problem with 
churches saying, 'We're only going to 
focus on these type people,"' Mitch­
ell said. "I think the gospel is for ev­
eryone. 

"We try to de-emp~asize dress and 
emphasize family," he said, explain­
ing that whether a person wears a coat 
and tie or a dress isn't as important as 
what God is doing in their lives. "The 
gospel makes all people look better." 

LOUISVILLE........:The revival 
held recently at Eastern Star 
Home in Louisville may not be 
the first revival ever held in a 
nursing ho111e, but the unusual 
event did get the attention of the 
home's residents. 

Baptist chaplain Malinda Fill~ 
ingim planned the revival as a 
natural extension of the weekly 
worship services she leads there. 

"I treat this as my church," 
Fillingim explained. "Most 
churches have revivals in the 
spring, and I really felt led to 
have one here." 

The revival began on a Sun­
day afternoon with a program by 
the Singing Seniors from Cres­
cent Hill Baptist Church, fol:­
lowed by nightly services the 
next three days. 

Resident Jane McCloskey 
said she appreciated the special 
services. "It just kind of gives 
you a good feeling, knowing we • 
can have something like that, be­
cause usually at a nursing home 
you don't think of those kinds of 
things happening," she ex­
plained. 

"Age is no barrier to being a 
productive Christian," Fillingim 
said, explaining that she hopes to 
develop some· type of outreach 
ministry for residents. 

HOME BUILDERS Former President Jimmy Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, put up a wall 
in a house under construction as part of a Habitat for Humanity project Speaking at First 
Baptist Church in Washington, D.C., recently, Carter said, ''The greatest discrimination 
on earth is rich people against the poor." (RNS photo) 
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ENVIRONMENT 
Christians called to embrace environmental ethic 
By Susan Todd Doyle 
Woman's Missionary Union 

NASHVILLE (BP)- Churches 
must do more than observe "Earth 
Day" April 22 if they truly want to 
make a difference in the environmen­
tal crisis, according to a Southern 
Baptist ethicist. 

Christians must embrace a new 
environmental ethic, said Robert Par­
ham, director of the Baptist Center for 
Ethics and author of a new book about 
the environment. 

"Too many Christians have stud­
ied the Bible for too many years with­
out ever learning about the message 
of earth-keeping," Parham said. "We 
have simply missed it. Or perhaps we 
have heard it but chosen to ignore it. 
Our failure mandates a return to the 
Bible with open eyes for the ancient 
word about a modem-day problem." 

Parham describes the environmen­
tal crisis in detail in his book, "Loving 
Neighbors Across Time: A Christian 
Guide to Protecting the Earth," pub­
lished by New Hope press. 

The issue of earth-keeping, Par­
ham said, is evident in Scripture. "The 
Bible speaks about guarding the gar­
den, letting the land rest, preserving 
fruit trees, protecting hens, knowing 

that the creation belongs to the Cre­
ator, celebrating the beauty of God's 
created order, and recognizing that 
human sinfulness causes the earth's 
suffering," he said. 

Too often, churches are not will­
ing to recognize problems caused by 
social issues, much less to act on 
them, he said. "Unfortunately, the dis­
cipline of Christian ethics frequently 
ends where concrete action ought to 
begin." 

The environment is one issue in 
which the Christian 

United States stands as "king" of the 
garbage mountain. Individually, 
Americans generate more garbage 
than citizens of every other nation. 

I Scientific evidence points toward 
a global warming trend. Six of the 
warmest years in recorded history 
have occurred since 1981. 

I In 1987, America's industries re­
leased 2. 7 billion pounds of airborne 
toxic chemicals, including 235 mil­
lion pounds of carcinogens, known • 
cancer-causing agents. 

I A football-size 
community has been 
largely silent, he said. 
But it is an issue in 
which the Christian 
community should be 
involved, he added. 

CHRISTIANS 

Creation 

field of rain forest is 
cleared every second. 
Scientists estimate that 
between 50 and 80 per­
cent of all species live 
in these moist forests 

Examples of the en-
vironmental crisis reviewed in Par­
ham's book include: 

I America's garbage glut has filled 
the nation's landfills. More than 66 
percent of landfills have been closed 
since 1970, and a significant portion 
of those remaining will be closed in 
the next several years. 

I The average American family of 
three tosses away 87.5 pounds of trash 
every week. 

I Compared to other nations; the . 

which cover only 7 per­
cent of the earth's surface and cluster 
around the equator. 

I Earth's food supply is placed at 
risk by herbicides, antibiotics and 
growth hormones. Other animal drugs 
compound the problem. The real ef­
fect of long-term exposure to chemi­
cals in the food chain remains un­
known. 

"We cannot all address every is­
sue," Parham said. "But we can target 
some issues and take some initiatives. 

We can vote for green referendums 
and for individuals committed to a 
healthier planet. We can read books 
on environmental issues. We can join 
environmental groups. We can exer­
cise our consumer power. We can fire 
the conscience of family members, 
neighbors and fellow church members 
about the biblical mandate of earth­
keeping." 

Despite appearances, the local 
church holds potential for wielding 
great power to initiate change in the 
environmental arena, Parham said. 

"Compared to the power of the 
electronic media to mold consumer 
demands or the power of legislatures 
to raise and to appropriate funds, the 
church does appear insignificant," he 

• said. "Much of the church's power is 
indirect." 

However, the church has more op­
portunity to communicate with a larg­
er audience than almost any other so­
cial institution in the country, he said. 

Parham suggested three things 
which churches can do to make a dif­
ference in the environment: 

I Re-think the issue. 
I Reform community life using its 

purchasing power and influence in the 
marketplace. 

I Tackle public policy. 

Churches asked 
to plant a tree 

Don't be excluded from debate, Land urges 
Churches could make a posi­

tive contribution to the environ­
ment by planting a tree this year, 
according to the National Asso­
ciation of Conservation Districts. 

The NACD's soil and water 
stewardship committee has 
adopted the theme "Our Trea­
sured Trees" for this year's soil 
and water stewardship week, 
April 26-May 3. 

Gary Farley, a Southern Bap­
tist and staff member with the 
Home Mission Board in Atlanta, 
serves on the committee. He esti­
mates about 10,000 Southern 
Baptist churches nationwide cur­
rently observe soil and water 
stewardship week. 

This year's emphasis calls on 
churches to study the theological 
basis of conservation and then act 
by planting a tree. 

By Chip Alford 
SBC Sunday School Board 

NASHVILLE (BP)-That envi­
ronmental issues will remain a point 
of public discussion throughout the 
1990s is a foregone conclusion. 

The question is whether evangeli­
cals will take part in the debate. 

MONTEY ALLO, Ala. (BP)­
Garbage-that's what has become 
of a preacher's sermon and a church 
member's dream-68 tons of gar­
bage each week. 

Bob Albritton, pastor of Univer­
sity Baptist Church in Montevallo, 
Ala., preached a sermon on Chris­
tians and the environment and soon 
afterward the environmental orga­
nization Vision was formed. From 
its inception in 1988, Vision has 

At a time when almost everyone 
seems to be offering opinions on en­
vironmental concerns ranging from 
recycling to saving the Amazon rain 
forest, "the only ones who seem to be 
excluded from the debate are evangel­
ical Christians, and too often it is a 
self-exclusion," said Richard Land, 
executive director of the Southern 

grown into the recycling organiza­
tion for Montevallo and surround­
ing Shelby County handling 68 tons 
of newspaper, glass and aluminum 
weekly. 

The founder of the group, Leigh 
Eason, was a member of Albritton' s 
church. Having worked with secu­
lar environmental groups, she ap­
proached him about her dream of a 
Christian environmental group after 
his sermon. 

Baptist Christian Life Commission. 
Offended by what they see as a 

"New Age" philosophy of earth wor­
ship touted by many secular environ­
mental groups, Land said some Chris­
tians are "overreacting" by turning a 
deaf ear to environmental concerns 
altogether. 

"We need to remember that the 
earth is the Lord's. It isn't ours to do 
with as we please," Land explained. 
"He has called us to be good stewards 
of his creation." 

The challenge for leaders in the 
SBC and other evangelical denomina­
tions, Land said, is providing church 
members with "an informed biblical 
response" to environmental concerns. 

Papers presented at a 1991 CLC 
conference on the environment are 
being published in book form by the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board. "The Earth is the Lord's: 
Christians and the Environment" is 
scheduled for release in August. 

"The massive root systems of 
trees help hold the soil in place, 
leaves and branches help protect 
bare blowing soil, and trees help 
recharge the atmospheric 'rain 
machine' so vital to food produc- ~ 
tion," NACD promotion~ litera-

Kentucky author relates Bible to environment 

1 tlfre explains. "In additiomto 
these conservation benefits, trees 
support our very lives by produc­
ing oxygen. It's no wonder that 
biblical, as well as modem-day 
authors, have penned the praises 

r oftrees." 
• Farley reminds Baptists plant-

ing a tr(,le can be bene1;icial for 
both rural and urban churches. 

By Pat Cole 
Southern Seminary 

LOUISVILLE (BP)-Christians 
have largely ignored biblical teach­
ings that emphasize responsible stew­
ardship of the earth, Kentucky author 
and poet Wendell Berry said in a mes­
sage at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

Berry, professor of English at the 
University of Kentucky in Lexington, 
said there are "discrepancies between 

;; biblical instruction and allegedly re­
spectable Christian behavior" that of­
ten desecrate natural resources. 

A packet of promotional ma­
terials, including bulletin inserts, . i 
a litany and posters, is available ; 
from the NACD by calling (800)' 
825-5547. 

"Throughout the 500 years since 
Columbus' first landfall in the Baha­
mas, the evangelist has walked beside 
the conqueror and the merchant, too 

often blandly assuming his cause was 
the same as theirs," he said. "Chris­
tian organizations, to this day, remain 
largely indifferent to the rape and 
plunder of the world and of its tradi­
tional cultures." 

The Bible clearly describes God's 
love for the world he created, Berry 
said. 

"People who quote John 3: 16 as an 
easy formula for getting to heaven 
neglect to see the great difficulty im­
plied in the statement that the advent 
of Christ was made possible by God's 
love for the world ... as it was and is. 
Belief in Christ is thus made depen­
dent upon belief in the inherent good­
ness- the lovability-of the world." 

People typically overlook the mir­
acles evident in God's creation, Berry 

noted, adding that those who appreci­
ate the created order "will hardly balk 
at the turning of the water into wine." 

That miracle, however, is "very 
small" when compared with "the con­
tinuing miracle by which water with 
soil and sunlight is turned into 
grapes," he said. 

Berry said most conservation ef­
forts have focused on major environ­
mental disasters while neglecting 
widespread abuses that occur on a 
smaller scale. 

"But a conservation effort that con­
centrates only on the extremes of in­
dustrial abuse tends to suggest that the 
only abuses are the extreme ones, 
when, in fact, the earth is suffering 
more from many small abuses than 
from a few large ones," he said. 

Get your 
church's house 
in order first 

Does your church 
practice what it preaches 
about the environment? 
Take a closer look by 

• examining: 
I The amount of 
styrofoam used in cups, 
plates and other 
disposable dishes. Also 
consider using washable 
dishes rather than paper 
for big events such as 
Wednesday night 
dinners. 
I The amount of paper 
wasted by multiple 
mailings when one multi­
purpose mailing might 
serve the purpose. 
I The color of paper used 
for church publications. 
Most colored papers are 
not recyclable, but most 
white and natural color 
papers are. 
I The water level in 
toilets. Older models, 
especially, consume 
more water with each 
flush than necessary and 
can be adjusted by 
placing a brick inside the 
tank. 
I The condition of church 
vans and buses. Properly 
maintained vehicles 
pollute less. 
I The thermostat setting 
for church buildings, 
especially during low-use 
times. 
I The accessibility of 
recycling bins. Consider 
placing a paper recycling 
bin where people exiting 
from worship may 
dispose of unwanted 
paper and an aluminum 
recycling bin next to soft­
drink machines. 
I The responsibility for 
environmental 
awareness. Some 
churches have created 
environmental 
stewardship committees 
or assigned similar tasks 
to existing committees. 
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GIVING 
Undesignated CP receipts for March lowest since 1987. 

Southern Seminary 
. tightens budget belt 

LOUISVILLE-Southern 
Baptist·Theological 

Seminary in Louisville is 
bracing for another tight 

year financially, due 
largely to decreasing 

receipts to the Southern 
Baptist Convention 

Cooperative Program. 
The seminary anticipates 
receiving about $25,000 

less in fiscal year 1993 
than the previous year 
from the Cooperative 

Program, Southern 
Baptists' unified giving 

plan. Adding to the 
seminary's budget 

dilemma next year is a 
projected decline in 

endowment income due 
to lower interest rates. 

The seminary has made 
internal budget cuts of 

about $600,000 over the 
past three years in order 

to provide for salary 
increases and the rising 
cost of fringe benefits. 

By Marv Knox 
Editor 

Weak M~ch receipts pulled Ken­
tucky Baptists' Cooperative Program 
budget further off the pace neede<:l to 

· reach its annual goal. 
The Kentucky Cooperative Pro- • 

gram received $1,280,085 last month, 
the weakest March since 1987. 

From September through March, 
the CP received $9,602,469, an in­
crease of$162,377 (1.7 percent) over 
receipts for the first seven months of 
the 1990-91 fiscal year. 

But that amount is $835,967 (8 
percent) below budget for the current 
fiscal year. A month ago, the CP was 
7 percent below budget. 

September-March receipts for the 
past six years have represented an av­
erage of 57 percent of the annual bud­
get. If the seven-month receipts for 
this fiscal year reflect that level, the 
CP will finish the year $1,048,025 
below its $17,894,462 annual budget. 

However, funds available to the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention are not 
that far off the mark, due to contribu­
tions designated for KBC use only, 
reported Barry Allen, the conven­
tion's business manager. 

The Cooperative Program is divid-

LIGHTING 
RENTAL-SALES 
World Creative Lighting 

(812) 282-54 77 

ed, with 62.058 percent staying in 
Kentucky and 37 .942 percent going to 
Southern Baptist Convention causes. 

Some churches, unhappy with the 
national convention, have bypassed 
parts of the national CP and provided 
contributions designated to stay in 
Kentucky. They are not counted as 
part of the CP. 

KBC-designated funds totalled 
$26,526 in March, pushing the seven­
month total to $194,070. That's a 
$40,931 (26.7 percent) increase over 
the same period last year. 

With the designated funds, Ken­
tucky receipts are $324,715 (5 per­
cent) below budget. The current 
slump is part of a larger CP cycle, 
Allen added:"We spent the decade of 
the inid-'70s to the rnid-'80s trying to 
get the CP up to the level of receipt. 
Now, we're spending the last half of 

A 
A&O CHURCH FURNITURE 

4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 
JAMESTOWN. NORTH CAROLINA 27282 

-PEW­
UPHOLSTERING 

- SOLID OAK PEWS -
CARPET 

STEEPLES 
BAPTISTRIES 

STAINED GLASS 
CHURCH LIGHTING 

PEW UPHOLSTERY / REFINISHING 
Call Toll Free 

l -(800)-523-9058 
NC l -(800)-222-7895 
Local (919)-454-5145 

the '80s and the first half of the '90s 
trying to bring the budget down to the 
level of receipts. 

"Denominations lag behind (giv­
ing) trends. We have to do with what 
the churches provide, and we don't 
know what that is until later," after 
budgets have been set. 

As an illustration, Allen noted the 

KENTUCKY 

Kentucky CP has not received enough 
money to cover year-to-date budget 
needs since August 1987- 55 months 
ago. 

Despite that budget lag, recent 
Kentucky CP receipts stayed ahead of 
the Consumer Price Index- the pri­
mary guide for inflation- until the 
1990-91 fiscal year. 

SEPT.11-13, 1992 

Immanuel Baptist Church, 3100 Tates Creek Road, Lexington 

You will be challenged. 

and changed by: 

• Dialogue sessions with R. Keith Parks, president of the Foreign 
Mission Board 

• Global Walkaround- the sights and sounds of missions and personal 
contact with missionaries; computer games, food and much more 

• Missionary testimonies 

• Inspiring missions messages 

• Workshops designed to answer your questions about missions 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
No registration fee. For more information, call Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, (502) 245-4101. 

This Easter~ remember the children. 
On Palm Sunday we celebrate with the children in our 

churches waving palm branches and singing Hosannas. But 
do we forget the ones who sit stony-eyed and empty inside, 
craving the joy the other children express so easily? Our Lord 
died and rose again triumphant, and angels rejoiced because 
of what He did for these little ones, forgotten in our midst. 

Jeffrey was one of the victims. 

Abandoned by his mother as a baby, his youngest years 
were characterized by rejection, hurt, and abuse. Because you 
gave to bring the hope of Easter into his life, Jeffrey's life is 
filled with the promise of new beginnings. . Thank you for 
remembering Jeffrey. Thank you for helping him see our Lord. 

Even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children • 10801 Shelbyville Road • Middletown • Kentucky • 40243 
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RESEARCH 
Baptists more principle-oriented-than adventurous 
By Linda Lawson 
SBC Sunday School Board 

NASHVILLE (BP)- Southem 
Baptists include more self-respecting, 
self-disciplined, reflective adults than 
the general population of the United 
States but considerably fewer adven- • 
ture-seeking types committed to fun 
and enjoyment. 

Using eight types of American 
consumer behavior identified by Val­
ues and Lifestyles 2, a program of SRI 
International of Menlo Park, Calif., 
researchers at the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board compared 
Southern Baptist adults to the general 
population. Southern Baptist data was 
derived from the 1,377 Southern Bap­
tist respondents to the board's 1990 
Constituency Study. 

Southern Baptists differ most with 
the U;S. population in two categories, 
Fulfilleds, in which Southern Baptists 
exceed the national average, and Ex­
periencers, in which they are under the 
national average. 

Fulfilleds, one of two principle­
oriented types, include 11 percent of 

S.B.C. 
11.ANAPOLIS 

SPORTATION 
rfll~GEMENTS 

Group transportation for messengers and 
visitors to the 1992 Southern Baptist Convention 
in Indianapolis is being arranged by CHRISTIAN 
TRAVELERS of Des Plaines, Illinois. A daily 
SHUTTLE BUS SERVICE will be available from 
most of the outlying hotels to and from the 
Hoosier Dome. Six bus routes will provide 
hourly service to 90% of the convention hotels. 
The shuttle bus service will begin on Sunday 
afternoon and will end after the final session on 
Thursday. A discount is offe red to those who 
order their transportation arrangements in ad­
vance. 

SHUTTLE BUS PASSES 
(Unlimited travel on all routes) 

Regular rate $15 per person 
Pre-convention purchase$12 per person 

ROUNDTRIP AIRPORT TRANSFERS 
Prearranged transportation from the airport to 
the hotel upon arrival and pickup from hotel 
back to the airport on day of departure. Rates 
are based on the distance from the airport and 
all rates reflect a significant cost savings. 

AREA A: $10 per person, roundtrip 

ALL OOWNTOWN HOTELS 

ALL SO lJTH AND SOlJTHEAST HOTELS 

ALL WEST HOTELS (SPEEDWAY AREA) 

AREA B: $18 per person, roundtrip 

ALL EAST HOTELS 

. ALL NORTHWEST HOTELS 

(Michigan Road Area) 

AREA C: $25 per person, roundt ri p 

ALL NORTHEAST HOTELS (Castleton Area) 

Most airport hotels have free courtesy yan 
or bus seMCe to and from the terminal 

ORDER BY PHONE: 1-800-972-8952 
(Credit Card orders: $1 handling fee) 

ORDER 
BY MAIL: 

Christian Travelers 
501 West Golf Road 

Des Plaines, IL 60016 
Send: The names in your party 

Your address 
Your phone number 
Name and address of your 

convention hotel 
Your flight schedule 

Plus check, money order. or credit card 
information (name, number, expiration date) 

the U.S. population but 18 percent of 
Southern Baptist adults. 

Fulfilleds tend to be 35-years of 
age or older, college graduates and 
have a higher-than-average income. 
Most are married; 39 percent work in 
professional/technical occupations. 
They are mature, satisfied and reflec­
tive people who tend to be politically 
active and informed. They feel com­
fortable with people of other racial 
and culture groups. 

Experiencers, one of two action­
oriented types, include 12 percent of 
adults in the U.S. but only 7 percent 
of Southern Baptist adults. 

With a high priority on seeking 
adventure, Experiencers tend to be 
dissatisfied with their jobs and possess 
a lower-than-average confidence in 
organized religion. Most are under 35 
years old and high school graduates'; 
and 56 percent are single. They seek 
variety and excitement in exercise, 
sports, outdoor recreation and social 
activities. 

Cliff Tharp, associate director of 
the board' s corporate planning and 
research department, said some de­
nominations do better than Southern 
Baptists at reaching Experiencers, pri­
marily Episcopalians, Lutherans and 
Presbyterians. 

The second-largest group an1ong 
Southern Baptists is Believers. Be­
tween the two principle-oriented 
groups, Believers and Fulfilleds, 35 
percent of the Southern Baptist popu­
lation is represented. 

Believers-often over 55 years of 
age and either homemakers or re­
tired- are traditional and conserva­
tive people who value a well-estab­
lished set of beliefs and rules . . They 
hold to traditional ideas of home and 
family and find themselves uncom­
fortable with people they consider 
"different." They tend to be concerned 
about a strong pational defense and 

the environment. 
Southern Baptists have somewhat 

fewer adults in the two status-orient­
ed types, Achievers and Strivers, than 
found in the U.S. population. 

Achievers are success- and career­
oriented people in their late 20s to ear­
ly 40s. They are well-educated, more 
likely to live in suburbs, and they 
structure their lives around family, 
church and business. Sixty percent are 
women. Achievers value image and 
the appearance of success. 

Achievers might more typically be 
described as Yuppies, Tharp said. 
"Like other denominations, we're not 
reaching them to the level of their per­
centage of the population." 

Strivers define success in terms of 
money, a commodity they are seeking 
in larger amounts than they possess . . 
High school graduates, they work in 
clerical, sales and blue-collar posi­
tions. Most are married with depen­
dent children. Easily bored and impul­
sive, Strivers generally seek what is 
beyond their reach. 

Southern Baptists include slightly 
more Makers and Actualizers than the 
general population. 

Makers are politically conserva­
tive, practical people who value self­
sufficiency. They may build a house, 
repair a car or engage in other types of 
work with their hands. Generally in 
the 20 to 40s age range, they have av­
erage incomes and tend to work at 
blue-collar occupations. 

Actualizers, the best-educated and 
wealthiest group, tend to be 35-44 
years of age, highly educated and earn 
more than $50,000 per year. They are 
confident, take-charge people who 
work in professionaVtechnical and 
managerial occupations. Most are 
married with dependent children. 

The one category in which South­
ern Baptists exactly parallel the gen­
eral population is Strugglers. 

US SBC 

8% 9% 

11% 18% 

16% 17% 

13% 10% 

13% 11% 

12% 7% 

13% 14% 

14% 14% 

Type 
Actualizers: Abundant resources, 
well-educated, confident, take­
charge, want professional-quality 
church programs. 
Fulfilleds: Principle-oriented, 35 
and older, above-average income, 
professionals, seek to behave 
consistently with their world-view, 
practical. 
Believers: Principle-oriented, 
traditional, conservative, 
professional/technical jobs, 
committed to church and family. 
Achievers: Status-oriented, value 
career and success, conventional, 
late 20s to 40s, value structure and 
stability, not risk-takers. 
Strivers: Status-oriented, seek 
money and success, mainly blue­
collar jobs, not big givers, easily 
bored and impulsive. 
Experiencers: Action-oriented, 35 
and under, seek adventure, 
enthusiastic, impulsive, rebellious, 
low confidence in organized religion, 
disdain for authority. 
Makers: Action-oriented, mid-20s 
to mid-40s, practical, value self­
sufficiency, work with their hands, 
average income. 
Strugglers: Minimal resources, 
current personal needs limit their 
vision, uneducated, receive. 

Strugglers lack education, skills 
and income, and 71 percent are over 
55 years old. Their lives are focused 
on meeting the needs of the moment. 
Mostly women, Strugglers are con­
cerned about security and safety. 

Know types to understand church conflicts 
NASHVILLE (BP)- Hal, a 39-

year-old chief executive of a comput­
er software firm, is immersed in his 
work and family but also finds time to 
chair the finance committee at his 
church and assist his wife in directing 
a children's Sunday school depart­
ment. 

Hal is outspoken at church in sup-

CLASSIFIED ADS 

FOR SALE: LaserMaster 19" hi-res 
desktop publishing monitor, video 
controller and laser printer controller, 
$1,495. Includes 135 scaleable fonts, 
drivers, special-effects software, doc­
umentation, installation and training. 
(502) 244-1685. 

FOR SALE: IS-Passenger Dodge 
Vans, 1990 & 1991s. Dual air & heat, 
balance of factory warranty. Priced to 
sell. Call today, 1-800-289-8223. 

NEEDED: Assistant Teaching-Par­
ent, minimum salary, $13,952. Send­
resume or application to Spring · 
Meadows Children's Home, 10901 
Shelbyville Rd., Louisville, Ky. 
40243. 

port of community ministries to the 
needy and gives money above his 
tithe to world missions. 

On the other hand, Mildred, 77, is 
preoccupied with trying to make ends 
meet on a fixed income. She worries 
that the neighborhood where she has 
lived for 40 years is no longer safe. 

. She fears a break-in or being robbed 
on the street. 

A lifelong, faithful church attend­
er, Mildred wishes her church were 
more concerned about her needs and 
those of her fellow seniors. 

Hal and Mildred, not real people, 
symbolize two types, Actualizers and 
Strugglers, commonly found in 
Southern Baptist churches. These two 
types are among eight identified by a 
program called Values and Life­
styles 2. 

Understanding the different types 
of people commonly found in Baptist 
churches helps leaders understand 
why conflicts arise and what kinds of 
emphases will draw the groups to­
gether, said Cliff Tharp, associate di­
rector of corporate planning and re­
search with the Sunday School Board. 

Among these eight types, Tharp 
said certain conflicts are inevitable in 
churches. 

For example, the Actualizers and 
Fulfilleds, who have more resources, 
also want church programs to be high­
ly professional in quality. They are 
willing to spend money to achieve 
this. 

Believers, Strivers, Makers and 
Strugglers are likely to oppose such 
expenditures as wastes of money. 

At the same time, Tharp warned, 
churches "don't need to emphasize 
differences among the groups so 
much that they can't come together." 

For example, he said Actualizers, . 
Achievers, Believers, Makers and 
Strugglers can be united around fami­
ly issues. 

Because Actualizers and Fulfilleds 
tend to be in leadership positions, it 
falls to their lot to take the initiative in 
building bridges among the various 
groups, Tharp said. 

At the same time, a Believer who 
happens to teach a Sunday school 
class must be attuned to the needs and 
interests of Achievers in the class. 

"If you want to use a marketing 
term, keep in touch with your custom­
er," Tharp said. "The customer may 
be someone inside the church or 
someone outside you are trying to 
reach." 
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PEOPLE 
KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 

For nearly two decades 
in the mid-1800s, two 

factions existed in many 
Kentucky Baptist 

churches: missionary 
and anti-missionary. 
Heated debate on the 

subject often occurred 
during associational 

meetings, and . 
sometimes resulted in 

the splitting of 
associations into two 

bodies of nearly identical 
names. Little River 

Baptist Association was 
the first to divide in 

1833. When anti­
missions supporters 

walked out of the 
associational meeting at 

Mt. Pleasant Baptist 
Church in Trigg County, 
they formed a new body 

called Original Little River 
Baptist Association. By 
1850, a total of 25 anti­

missions associations 
had been formed, 
representing 266 

churches. 
-Adapted from A 

History of Baptists in 
Kentucky by Frank M. 

Masters 

■ ALLEN- Frank Rowe is serving 
First Church in Allen as associate pas­
tor. Dee Wayne White is serving as 
minister of music. 
■ BEDFORD- Bill Blackwell is 
serving Union Grove Church as pas­
tor. 
■ BIMBLE-Ralph Duncan, pastor 
of Springfield Church, was admitted 
to Pineville Community Hospital 
April 6 after suffering a heart attack. 
■ BURLINGTON- Z. Allen Ab­
bott has resigned as pastor of East 
Bend Church to serve First Marion 
Church near Seymour, Ind. 
■ CLINTON- New Harmony 
Church has called Billy Prince as pas­
tor. He previously served as pastor of 
New Hope Church in La Center. 
■ CRESTWOOD- Beverly Allen 
resigned as minister of education at 
Crestwood Church. Also, the church 
called Leslyn Miller as minister of 
children's work. 
■GRAY-Don Hammond resigned 
as minister of music at Grays Church. 
■ GOSHEN- Bill Holifield is serv­
ing as pastor of Liberty Church. 
■ HUSTONVILLE- Mt. Salem 
Church ordained Mike Miracle and 
Carl Wilder as deacons. 
■ LaGRANGE- Eighteen Mile 
Church ordained Ray Smiley to the 
ministry. 
■ LEXINGTON- South Elkhorn 
Church called Terrell Bradley as 
pastor. He previously served of Duke 
Memorial Church in Somerset. 

Immanuel Church has called Steve 

West as associate pastor and minister 
to youth. He previously served as 
youth and activities director at First 
Church, Richmond. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Third A venue 
Church is holding revival services 
April 12-15. Ron Johnson, associate 
professor of evangelism at Southern 
Seminary, is the evangelist. 
■ MIL TON- Ray Ammons is pas­
tor at Corn Creek Church. The church 
recently dedicated its new steeple. 
■ MONTICELLO-William Sloan 
has resigned as pastor of Meadow 
Creek Church. 
■ MORNING VIEW-Oak Island 
Church will hold a Maundy Thursday 
service April 16, an Easter sunrise ser­
vice arid an Easter drama April 19, 
and revival services April 26-30. 
■ OWENSBORO-Crabtree Ave­
nue Church called Kenneth Williams 
as minister of music. He previously 
served as minister of music and youth 
at Whitesville Church in Whitesville. 
■ RUSSELL SPRINGS- Henry 
Delk has resigned as pastor of First 
Church, Windsor. 
■ SIMPSONVILLE- Stephen 
Boyd is pastor of Simpsonville 
Church. He previously served New 
Clover Creek Church in Hardinsburg. 
■ WESTPORT- Jesse Stricker is 
serving as pastor of Covington 
Church. 
Correction: James Watt Sr. is serv­
ing as interim pastor of Hawesville 
Church, not as pastor as stated in the 
March 31 issue of the Recorder. 

This is for all those born before World War II 
I was born four months to the day before we bits were not Volkswagens, Designer Jeans were 

entered World War II. I have some vivid memo- scheming girls named Jean or Jeanne. Having a 
ries of the last year of that war. I remember an meaningful relationship meant getting along well· 
uncle, who had been an honor student at Oneida, with our cousins. 
being killed in France. Sugar rationing, packed In those days, cigarette smoking was fashion­
trains and many men in uniform, a grandmother able, grass was mowed, Coke was a cold drink 
weeping at the news of the death of Gen. George and pot was something you cooked in. Rock 
Patton are recalled. music was a grandma's lullaby. AIDS were help-

The following thoughts are not original with ers in the principal' s office. 
me, but are worth reviewing. At the time I was I was before air-conditioners, electric blan­
born, "Made in Japan" meant "junk" and the term kets, dishwashers, clothes dryers, pantyhose, 
"making out" referred to how you did ball-point pens, credit cards, radar, 
on your school exam. Instant coffee, ONEIDA split atoms and laser beams. 
pizza and McDonalds were unknown. JOURNAL Being born in the 1940s put us 

My generation hit the scene when ahead of house-husbands, gay rights, 
there were 5-and-10-cent stores where -------. computer dating, dual careers and 
you actually bought things for 5 or 10 commuter marriages. We never heard 
cents. One could buy ice cream cones of FM radios, tape decks, electric 
for a nickel or a dime. With a nickel typewriters, artificial hearts, word 
one also could make a phone call, or processors, and guys wearing earings. 
buy a Coke at the Oneida Jot-em My generation was certainly not 
Down store. In those innocent days before the difference between the sex-
one could mail one letter and two es was discovered. But surely we were 
postcards for 5 cents, and they arrived Barkley Moore born before the sex-change opera-
more quickly than today. It was also _______ tions. Folks made do with however 
possible to buy a new Chevy Coupe God made them. We were the last 
for $600, but who could afford one? Gasoline generation to be so dumb as to think one needed 
was only 11 cents a gallon. a husband to have a baby! • 

I was born before TV. I first saw it in 1953 Is there any wonder that we live in a time of 
watching Queen Elizabeth being crowned in En- confusion? Of course there is a generation gap! 
gland with the film being flown to the U.S. for But how wonderful to remember the days "way 
transmission. I was born two years before life- back when" before all our "progress." 
saving penicillin was discovered in 1943. Anoth- We survivors have much to celebrate. Being 
er l2 years would go by before the miracle of past the half-century mark, I can better identify 
polio shots. Frozen foods, Xerox, plastic, fris- with: "We older folks are privileged; we are al­
bees, contact lenses and the Pill all would follow. lowed to be daring and bold. Everybody has been 

In those days of innocence, people got mar- young at one time, but everybody hasn't been 
ried first and then lived together. How quaint can old." 
you be? Closets were for clothes, not for "com- Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist ln-
ing out of." Bunnies were small rabbits, and rab- stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 

Paid Column 
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Blood River Association honors Sillses 
HARDIN- Blood River Baptist 

Association is making up for lost 
time. The association honored Ter­
ry Sills for 12 years of service as di­
rector of missions March 24 at an 
appreciation banquet they said was 
long overdue. 

"We realized we had never rec­
ognized our director of missions for 
his work, so we planned a big cele­
bration to make up for all those 
years," said Terry Mathis, chairman 
of the associational personnel com­
mittee and pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Gilbertsville. 

Sills and his wife, Dene, were 
the guests of honor at a catered din­
ner served in the fellowship hall at 
First Baptist Churc_h in Murray. 

Ralph Benningfield, director of 

missions at Little River Baptist As­
sociation and a good friend of Sills, 
was the guest speaker. 

Churches in the association had 
taken a love offering for the couple 
and presented a check to them at the 
banquet. In addition, Mathis present­
ed a plaque to both of the Sillses. Mrs. 
Sills has served for 10 years as a sec­
retary in the association. 

When given an opportunity to 
express appreciation at the end of 
the banquet, many pastors com­
mented on Sills' personal ministry 
to them. 

"Pastors sometimes don't have a 
pastor we can turn to," Mathis said. 
"He has been a good friend and a 
strong support. He is a minister to 
ministers." 

HELPING HANDS The Brotherhood group of Sinking Fork Baptist Church near Hopkins­
ville removes a tree from the home of a disabled church member. The group took on the 
mission action project after learning that the dead tree posed a threat to the house. Two 
people made public rededication of their faith as a result of the project. 

Preschool teachers touch the future 
On a recent preschool field trip, child abuse and parenting. "Each 

each teacher wore a sweatshirt teacher is required to have six to 
with a handmade design stating "I 12 hours of training each year. We 
Touch the Future; I Work with also take them to Southern Semi­
Children." The painted message nary for a short-term course," Mrs. 
circled the handprint of 2-year-old Whittaker stated. "By graduation a 
Ashley Cummings, daughter of lady who has worked in our pre­
Tom and Karla Cummings, sec- school should be able to get a job 
ond-year Kentucky students. The in any preschool." 
sweatshirts were donated by Wil- Preschool workers are excited 
ma Loeser, member of Somerset about progress on a new center ex-
First Baptist, whose pected to be opened in 
daughter Debbie works CLEAR CREEK August. The facility 
in the center. . CHRONICLE will grow from four 

Rebecca Whittaker crowded rooms to a 
has directed the Clear 6;;;;:;;~;_;~~- 2,600-square-foot facil-
Creek preschool since ity with adequate space 
1989. The program in- H, .. w;,l,J,'"'!I for activities, teachers' 
eludes four major goals lounge, kitchen and di-
forthechildren. "We're rector's office. The new 
involved in helping center will have a new-
children learn socializa- ly designed play area. A 
tion, build self-confi- nature trail also will be 
dence, develop school constructed in the hills 
skills and learn about behind the center. 
God. We teach them Long-range plans in-
about creation, God, Jesus, prayer elude help for churches and pre­
and family. This developmental school workers in the area. We 
approach teaches things appropri- want the center to be a resource for 
ate for each age group." other college students majoring in 

Mrs.-Whittaker, who has a mas- preschool work to come and ob­
ter' s degree in early childhood de- serve our classes. Preschool teach­
velopment from Murray State Uni- ers Debra Settles, Debbie Stagg, 
versity, directs a program that pro- Donna Morgan, Joy Whicker and 
vides many opportunities for her substitutes Barbara Weldon and 
co-workers to learn as they teach. Amanda Richmond certainly 
On-the-job training includes guest "touch the future." 
lecture!s who provide continuing Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
educabon. Dunng the current year Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
topics have included nutrition, ville, Ky. 40977 

Paid Column 



I I I 

Baptists pursue peace amid Serbian-Croatian war 
By Mike Creswell 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

MOSCENICA, Croatia (BP)­
"The enemy is right over there in 
those trees," said Daniel Jelcic, point­
ing to a stand of trees about a mile 
away. 

Jekic, a Baptist layman, meant the 
Yugoslavian army, camped just 
across the Croatia-Serbia border. 

Here at the front lines of the war, 
March gloom and winter-dead trees 
give the abandoned town an eerie 
look. Only camouflage-clad Croatian 
soldiers are visible, sticking close to 
sandbagged machine gun nests. 

Today the town is quiet, but three 
artillery shells fell here yesterday. A 
small Roman Catholic church, hit by 
a shell, showed a gaping 10-foot hole 
in its wall. The chill wind chased dust 
across empty pews. 

A nearby Baptist church was luck­
ier; an exploding shell only broke out 
windows and pocked the outer walls 
with shrapnel. 

Croatia, one of six regions in what 
was once Yugoslavia, declared its in­
dependence in 1991 . Some 10,000 
people have died in the ensuing war 
with dominant Serbia. 

A shaky cease-fire-violated by 
frequent skirmishes-barely holds as 
Croatians await the arrival of 14,000 
United Nations peacekeeping troops. 
In the capital city of Zagreb, new 
Croatian flags fly everywhere. No 
doubts about their future as a new na­
tion are evident among the people. 

Christians, like all other civilians, 
are caught in the middle. David 
Ogrizovic, pastor of a Baptist church 
in Petrinja on the Serbian side of the 
battle lines , fled the town with his 
family and 20,000 other citizens when 
shelling began. 

"I have experienced the hell of Pet­
rinja. No one who has not experienced 
this can really understand it," he said. 

"Thousands of bullets and artillery 
shells were flying all over. Street 
fighting was the most dangerous." 

Now a displaced person, Ogrizov­
ic has baptized 11 people and plans to 
baptize 20 more soon. "For me this 
presents a great satisfaction. The Lord 
is blessing," he said. 

War has brought out the best in 
Baptists here. They have organized 
relief ministries, pushed ahead in 
evangelism and distributed Bibles and 
other Christian literature among refu­
gees. Government sources say about 
300,000 refugees crowd Zagreb, 
swelling its population to well over 1 
million people. 

Daniel Jekic and other Baptist lay­
men were at the front lines not as sol­
diers but as Christian witnesses. As 
rain began to fall, they passed out cop­
ies of a Billy Graham book, "Peace 
With God," and spoke of Christian 
faith amid the horrors of war. 

The interdenominational · ministry 
group, Getsemani Mission, were orig­
inally intended to use the arts to com­
municate the gospel. In recent 
months, Getsemani workers have won 
military approval to minister to refu­
gees right at the edges of the war zone. 

In cooperation with the govern­
ment, they have distributed food to 
thousands of families, currently 1,000 
families twice a month. They have re­
ceived help from a wide range of 
Christian and humanitarian groups 
but need more, said Baptist participant 
Zeliko Mraz. 

They have not discriminated 
against Serbs living on the Croatian 
side of the border. 

Getsemani has a weekly ra~io pro­
gram and has organized public lec­
tures to present a biblical view of the 
conflict. "We want to enter the Croat­
ian soul," said Josip Deak, who directs 
the radio work. 

"The main point of our ministry 
now is humanitarian aid, but we 

haven't stopped proclaiming the gos­
pel message," Mraz added. 

Back in Zagreb, the one Baptist 
church in the city is filled to capacity 
for Sunday services as refugees come 
to worship and pick up medicine, food 
or clothing. Pastor Josip Mikulic says 
the church's ministry program, "My 
Neighbor," has helped more than 
1,000 families. 

The ministry works in cooperation 
with the government and Croatian 
corporations. A storeroom behind the 
church building is packed with food 
and clothing. The Baptists have 
shipped food to 11 other cities hit by 
war. 

Aid has come from a wide range 
of humanitarian agencies, but not 
much yet from world Baptists other 
than some help from Canadian Bap-

tists, Mikulic said. "We have gotten 
more help from the World Council of 
Churches," he said. 

Baptists are reconciled to the 
breakup of their Yugoslavian national 
Baptist union, which had 117 church­
es and missions. Forty-three churches 
and missions with about 1,000 mem­
bers are in Croatia. 

Baptists in Croatia cannot call or 
even send letters to fellow Baptists 
across the war zone. "It's not possible 
to talk about a Yugoslavian union 
now," Mikulic said, although he sug­
gested joint work could continue on 
an unofficial basis. 

"The church must become supra­
national rather than be related to a na­
tionality," one Baptist leader said. 
"That's one important contribution 
we have to make." 

CLOCKWISE ■ Southern 
Baptist missionary Ne/a Wil­
liams (right) translates 
Croatian for Serbian Baptist 
pastor David Ogrizovic at 
Betel Baptist Church in Si­
sal<, Croatia, where the pas­
tor was asked to conduct the 
wedding of two soldiers. ■ 
Baptist layman Daniel Jekic 

· distributes Christian litera­
ture to Croatian soldiers in 
front of a bombed-out Cath­
olic church about a mile 
from the front lines of Croat­
ia's war with Serbia. ■ Three 
Baptists weigh flour for dis­
tribution to war refugees in 
Croatia as part of the minis­
try of Betel Baptist Church. 
(BP photos by Mike Cre-
swell) • 

J 
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Called and Accountable 
We meet blind Bartimaeus in Mark 10:46-52. Very 

likely, he positioned himself by the road to Jerusalem 
each day, for it would be a strategic place from which to 
give one last appeal for mercy to those pilgrims on their 
way to the Holy City. Today, however, he hoped for more 
than a few coins; he had heard Jesus was to pass by and 
he knew what he wanted! 

acts of mercy. Victims of the "call of the calendar," we, 
too, are often prevented from reaching out to others with 
the Good News because of "prior commitments." God 
forgive us for putting perfunctory service ahead of per­
sonal sacrifice! 

The followers of Christ were thinking that day, too, of 
their own place[ in Jesu§: ,plans. It was apparent that his 

Bartimaeus heard the changef in the CTO\fCl r,~~ponse ~ leadJrship ~as:,direct~d :;towar~),something really great. 
? l hu ' • , .. Ii ' '" . • ' I • 'C t f' 

long before the others were,aware of the .approach of t Ofcourse, hel)ad·never,)indjcated this, but his power in 
Jesus and his disciples, for his ~,~~lhJ<!?devel~~~4 a ;,_J1~aJi!1g ,?!J.c(i:t:,S!!J.m!g~~!fajply,/esulted in much specula­
heightened sense of perception to compensate for his in- tion asq tpe establishment of an earthly kingdom. Just 
ability to see. As Jesus drew near and the atmosphere\ t st:uiom~rlcl before the healing of Bartimaeus, James and 
be~ame charged, B~aeus as~~

0

d, "Who is it?" (lJ U i~Jrrtb~~a?proacpr1 Jes~/ w_ith th~ request th~t the~ each 
Jesus ~f Naz~eth, he was /P!,: f"';,'S /';tr,"!; ,i"~l\]'\ K''l t~t~l ~ ~l~ q;W¾hrnA\Cf1111)'~,t~ h!s glory. This vymg for 

With this, Bartnnaeus began•to shou,,~i. 't/e,.s\ls, Sf!1 pf .~ !Po~1t1q~Lmu~tJ av~10,r9~ept§ nrist's heart. "Whoever 
David; have mercy on me!" ' • •''¾ \ - • }%:w «.<?'°R 't an.is lcrbecomi gtea{ among' you must be your ser-

"Hush; old man! We're trying to hear what the teacher ..... ,,,,,,,,,,yants," he responded. 
..ti' ~ 

is saying!" . .1 Unfortunately, this same pride emerges in our hearts 
• \ "'"'"'':it 

Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet. Btithe .\Mtoday, ·!iiithdu11s,our ears to the cries of the world. Only 
shouted all the more. "SonofDavid,havemercyorffue!" pleadhlrfilrgi/lk~;s ,and refocusing on the mercy of 
Then Jesus heard him, stopped, and said .s~ ply: i :¢'111 v Christiri~ur"'~w'it~et t;;flll restore us to the position of 
him " ·•~'•"/' ""' ··v d " bl:-s.•-., RFL1 ti h • hi d . ..=~· •✓ • .l· <!''servant, accel\IDta e 'L!> u"~ or s armg s wor . . 

Now the crowd's attitude toward the be~lar chan~efl. H.,aving freel~,receiV~{l 5f ~ od's salvation, our respon-
"Cheer up!" they called. "On your f~et! ~~;s J~fing ypu.',' si~pi~\~ow is tdf resent ~ ft\~e gospel to others. •:How 
When we know of Jesus' compass10n and w,illingn7ss to then can ~they c%11 on the 1, one they have not believed 

save, our attitude changes from "Be,.9uie
1
\[,,!~+?~2~r in1.;~1t~£~.:~,,!!!~L~~~ without someone preaching 

up!" r "' ''i \i>nf t t9 them?'' (Rom~s 10:141'~JV) • 
Bartimaeus could hardly beli~ve his ear~i~Onli~ pis . C~st's plan fj r w~t the world was astonishingly 

wildest dreams had he ever heard this offei:;;~fore\ He ,,;f~µnple. He took.112 very ,9ommon, ordinary men, and for 
had practiced saying the words all his life. H~ •. was"~on- :rthteelyears"fi~faugfi£;2'I{d, challenged, corrected, and 
sumed by his need. "Rabbi," he reSP?E~~g, : t ~ ai!t to ,\t;lov~.,,re,m/ i s a r~~i{, it is said they turned_the wor~d 
see." . . . , ··" . . .,,=·-~ , ~up~1de"do~~L?~pGoo's ~ople were obedient to his 

Bartnnaeus s~rves as_ an illustration ol~ e multitudes l call, we co~ ?-clo the same m our day. . 
of people w~o, m the midst of tremendous ~e~~~'. hear the \< ;.,ij\/ But there !\ :1110~_:!,!:~~3/or our bemg held account­
call ~o s~vat10n. In the heart of e~eryone ilie~ .1s 1!_1e cry ! ·,~\able. ~ere 1s 3oy·m r~ac~ out to oth~rs. A cup of wa­
for life, JOY, purpose, pea~e. Bartnna~,.~wfiere to L uter, a kind ~ord, a t~VY verbal _test~ony to God's . 
fmd help---the source of life. He1:gijf~ no ~ought to the grace- all brmg fu~ ent and sat1sfact10n to the heart 
restraint of the crowd; he woul<kblft~ "His-rreward,.~ the giver. Our L0(ci wants us to know the delight in 
was sight- both physical and spiritual. • .. ooedie~t:~rvi~~;r-tf'lilin. . 

· But what of the followers of Christ on that day? Why Wheit"Jesus!lieard Bartimaeus' cries, he commanded 
were they not responsive to the cries of Bartimaeus? Was simply, "Call him." Today we hear that same charge to 

. there no accountability for their actions toward others? us. "Call all those around you who need me." What an 
Having received the message of Christ in their hearts, was opportunity we have Jo say to the world, "Cheer up! On 
there no compulsion to tell others? your feet! He's calling you!" • 

There were probably many excuses given that day for 
overlooking Bartimaeus' need. After all, they were on the 
way to Jerusalem. Their religious duty pre-empted their 
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