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WMU offer

The Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship has asked

- Woman’s Missionary
Union to consider
promoting its new
missions program and
annual missions offering.
See page 2.

New home

Lexington’s Hispanic
Baptist congregation has
found a new home with
North View Baptist
Church. See page 3.

Opinion

A new missionary recalls
his first encounter with a
beggar. See page 4.

Race relations

In the aftermath of the
Los Angeles riots, some
Southern Baptist leaders
are raising questions
about the denomination’s
record on race relations.
See page 6.

Kentucky classes
Commencement
ceremonies have been
held at Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College,
Cumberland College and
Campbellsville College.
See page 8.
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RFRA debate
on abortion
raises threat

WASHINGTON—AImost every-
one agreed something needs to be
done to restore religious liberty guar-
antees in the United States, but wit-
nesses before a recent congressional
hearing on the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act couldn’t agree on
how that guarantee might affect abor-
tion rights.

The House Subcommittee on Civil
and Constitutional Rights held hear-
ings on RFRA (H.R. 2797) May 13-
14.

Backed by a 51-member coalition
of religious and civil-liberties organi-
zations, RFRA would restore a high
standard of protection for the free ex-
ercise of religion. The bill would rein-
state the strict “compelling-interest”
standard the U.S. Supreme Court for-
merly required government to meet
before restricting religious practice.

The standard, articulated by the
Supreme Court in 1963, virtually was
abandoned by the court in the case of
Employment Division vs. Smith in
1990.

Witnesses at the hearing were vir-
tually unanimous in their indictment
of Smith and its impact on religious
practice in America. But they were
divided over whether or not the stan-
dard should be applied equally to all
claims, particularly potential claims to
abortion rights that are based on the
free exercise of religion.

Rep. Chris Smith, R.-N.J., the Na-
tional Right to Life Committee and
the United States Catholic Conference
expressed opposition to RFRA unless
it specifically excludes abortion
claims from being made by women.

But the National Association of
Evangelicals and some lawyers who
oppose abortion denied any new right

~ to abortion would result from RFRA.

Both the Southern Baptist Chris-
tian Life Commission and the Baptist
0 See Abortion takes spotlight ..., page 6

Experts caII for ministry rather than |udgment as AIDS spreads

AIDS will touch every Baptist
church in Kentucky, even churches
where no members have been diag-
nosed with the fatal disease.

That’s the message state and na-
tional AIDS experts have proclaimed
in recent Baptist meetings and inter-
Views.

Almost every church includes one
member who knows or loves some-
one afflicted with Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome, these Baptist
experts say.

“I appeal to you to begin to open
your eyes and realize in every com-
munity across our commonwealth
there are people in need of ministry,”
said Chip Miller, director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s Sunday
school department and the father of an
AIDS victim. “This is the opportu-
nitistic moment for the church of
Jesus Christ to rise up and share the
light and love of the Savior.

“Many of your churches have al-
ready been impacted by someone with
AIDS or the HIV virus,” he told Ken-

tuckians during the state evangelism
conference last February. And if
AIDS “hasn’t come to your church
family yet, it will.”

Contrary to what most church-go-
ers would like to be-
lieve, AIDS is af-
flicting Baptists.

About half the
people who come
through one Alexan-
dria, La., center for
testing or counseling
are Baptists, said
Doyle Bailey, an

AIDS counselor and

denominational comes tﬂ

worker in Louisiana. church
“Some folks

have the attitude that

AIDS

Southern Baptist churches are in-
volved in a ministry to people with
AIDS.

But the number of pastors who
know of AIDS patients in their com-
munities has in-
creased dramati-
cally, said Fred
Loper, a medical
doctor and South-
ern Baptist home
missionary.

Three years
ago, only one in 10
pastors said they
knew someone
with AIDS, Loper
reported. Now
nine out of 10 pas-

this isn’t affecting
Baptists, but that’s
not true,” he said.
“Now we’ve got to start ministering
to AIDS patients.”

Yet research by the Home Mission
Board reveals that only 1 percent of

W Editorial, page 5
B More stones page 7

tors he meets say
they know some-
one with AIDS.
Some people
avoid action because they don’t want
to interfere in what they believe is
God’s punishment for a wicked life-
style, said Darrell Ellsworth, pastor of

Jewell Baptist Church in St. Louis.

He and others who have dealt with
AIDS face to face scoff at that idea,
explaining the church has a history of
invoking God’s judgment on issues it
can’t explain.

Ellsworth points to more than
3,000 babies that have been born HIV
positive: “I don’t see a righteous God
punishing children.”

Jim Hightower, a church adminis-
tration consultant with the Sunday
School Board, points to 1 Corinthians
6:9-10, which lists types of sinners
who will not inherit the kingdom of
God, including homosexuals.

Christians usually focus on the sin
that applies least to them and then read
over the rest of the list quickly, he
said. “In the Bible, there is really no
distinction between big and little sins.
In Scripture, sin is sin. You must take
these (verses) and begin with the sin
that applies to you and not the sin that
applies to your neighbor.” ;

Christians also must realize “all of
0 See AIDS will impact ..., page 7



BAPTISTS

BAPTIST BITS

M Gifts to the Southern
Baptist Cooperative
Program fell slightly in
April, while gifts to the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship increased 72
percent. The national CP
unified budget received
$11.59 million, a 1.43
percent decrease over
the same month last
year. The Fellowship
received $593,660 in
April, a 72 percent
increase over the same
month last year and a 60
percent increase over
March 1992.

M Volunteers are still
needed for Crossover
Indianapolis, the
evangelistic blitz to
precede this year's
Southern Baptist
Convention annual
meeting. About 2,000
people have committed
to the project, but most
of those are from
Indiana. To register, call
(317) 636-7121.

W D.L. Lowrie,
executive director-
treasurer of the
Tennessee Baptist
Convention since 1989,
will return to his former
pastorate at First Baptist
Church in Lubbock,
Texas, in September.

M Former President
Jimmy Carter has agreed
to serve as honorary
chairman of a Special
Commission of Baptists
Against Racism formed
by the Baptist World
Alliance. According to
BWA General Secretary
Denton Lotz, who named
the commission on
racism, the group was
appointed to study the
causes of racism, state
clearly the biblical
answer to racism, and
determine what Baptists
can do to confront and
help defeat racism.

- 1N,

Fellowship meets with WMU, wants missions support

ATLANTA (ABP)—The Cooper-
ative Baptist Fellowship would like
Woman’s Missionary Union to pro-
mote the Fellowship’s new missions
program and annual missions offer-

g.

National leaders of WMU, a self-
governing women'’s auxiliary that
promotes missions in Southern Bap-
tist churches, met with Fellowship
leaders May 18 “to discuss changing
roles in world missions,” a WMU
news release said.

That meeting was part of WMU’s
current long-range study, the Baptist
Press statement explained. WMU
President Carolyn Miller appointed a
task force in January to explore ways
for WMU to strengthen its involve-
ment in missions.

No report was issued after the
meeting, and no indication was given
there would be any recommendations
as a result. The WMU long-range
study committee is scheduled to give
a preliminary report to the WMU ex-
ecutive board in June.

A similar invitation for dialogue
has been issued to Southern Baptist
Convention leadership, said Dellanna
O’Brien, WMU executive director.
WMU is “in a listening posture,” she
said.

But the prospect of an ongoing re-

lationship between WMU and the Fel-
lowship is likely to put further strain
on the 104-year-old relationship be-
tween WMU and the SBC.

The Fellowship, an organization of
Southern Baptists displeased with cur-
rent SBC leadership, appointed its
first four “missioners” in May. As
many as 16 more could be in place by
next year.

The new organization would like
WMU to raise money for Fellowship
missions and feature Fellowship mis-
sioners in its promotional and educa-
tional materials.

In 1990, WMU raised $115 mil-
lion through two annual mission of-
ferings. All of that money went to sup-
port Southern Baptist missions
through the Home Mission Board and
Foreign Mission Board.

Many churches participating in the
Fellowship do not support the new
leadership in charge at Southern Bap-
tists’ two mission boards, however,
and are expected to put their money
behind the Fellowship’s effort.

O’Brien said the “bottom line” for
WMU is its desire “to serve all
churches.”

“We used to serve all churches in
the same way,” she explained, “but
now we may not be able to do that.”

Missions alternatives such as the

Fellowship, as well as a growing re-
Iuctance of many churches to identify
with denominational institutions, will
make it hard to serve all Southern
Baptist churches in the traditional
ways, O’Brien said.

Most of the Fellowship’s mission-
ers will, like the first four, be former
missionaries of the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board—the same
missionaries WMU has been promot-
ing and supporting for years, said Fel-
lowship Coordinator Cecil Sherman.

“We don’t want these very same
missionaries to be disinherited,” Sh-
erman said. “We want to keep them
before Baptists in prayer and support.
So we are going to ask WMU to assist
us.”

Sherman said WMU should pro-
mote the Fellowship’s offering along-
side the SBC offerings as “another
mission opportunity for churches.”

“Let Baptists decide what they will
do with it,” he said. “If nobody wants
to support our missionaries, then
eventually they won’t be missionar-
ies. But I believe very deeply they
will.”

Unlike the 21 agencies of the SBC,
WMU is an auxiliary, which means its
directors are not appointed or con-
trolled by the SBC and it does not re-
ceive funding from the SBC’s budget.

In February a motion to “invite”
WMU to become an SBC agency was
referred by the SBC Executive Com-
mittee to its administrative committee.

At the same meeting, Executive
Committee members approved a
change in WMU'’s-program state-
ment, but only after WMU leaders
agreed to add language—deleted from
the original—that linked the auxilia-
ry’s work with “churches of the
Southern Baptist Convention.”

So far the churches participating in
the Fellowship have retained their
identification as Southern Baptist con-
gregations, which presumably would
allow WMU to continue to work with
them. But SBC leaders are not likely
to approve if WMU begins promoting
Fellowship missions.

“I hope we can continue to serve
all churches,” O’Brien said.

O’Brien noted the SBC Sunday
School Board offers several types of
Bible study literature to appeal to dif-
ferent types of churches. “So it may
be possible for us to have generic ma-
terial ... . Maybe we have to look into
alot of options to serve all churches,”
she said.

“There are just so many more
questions than answers,” she conclud-
ed. “We’re just trying to sift through
all the information.”

N.G. convention ousts 2 churches on homosexuality issue

ASHEBORO, N.C. (BP)—Two
churches that have taken controversial
actions related to homosexuality were
ousted from the fellowship of the Bap-
tist State Convention of North Caroli-
na last week.

Kathryn Hamrick, president of the
state convention’s general board, pre-
sided over the May 19-20 session in
which Pullen Memorial Baptist
Church in Raleigh and Binkley Me-
morial Baptist Church in Chapel Hill
were disfellowshipped.

Binkley and Pullen are believed to
be the first two congregations ever
excluded from the North Carolina
convention in its 162-year history.

The action was taken because,
“more than anything else we must
give a positive witness to the world,”
Hamrick said.

In March, Pullen voted to bless the
“anion” of two homosexual males. In
April, Binkley voted to license a ho-
mosexual student at Duke University
to the ministry.

Officers of the state convention
and its board proposed in March the
financial policies be changed to ex-
clude “any church which knowingly
takes, or has taken, any official action
which manifests public approval, pro-
motion or blessing of homosexuality.”

The officers’ recommendation was

approved 59 to 28.

Glen Holt, convention president,
presented the recommendation on be-
half of the six officers. “We made our
decision with troubled hearts and
grieved spirits, yet we bring this deci-
sion out of a deep sense of convic-
tion,” he said.

“We tried to be faithful to our un-
derstanding of Scripture and true to
our Baptist heritage. We made our
decision out of our best understand-
ing of human sexuality yet with com-
passion and concern for individuals
and the two churches involved. We
made our decision out of concern for
our Baptist image and witness.”

Patterson pledges freedom & conservatism

WAKE FOREST, N.C.—Paige
Patterson, newly elected president of
Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary, promised to honor academ-
ic freedom while guaranteeing the
school will reflect the “conservative”
theology of Southern Baptists.

Trustees of the Wake Forest, N.C.,
school elected Patterson president
May 14. At the same time, they used
the special called meeting to give
themselves a greater role in selecting
faculty and to authoriZe the semi-
nary’s president to choose chapel
speakers. . .

Patterson, president of Criswell
College in Dallas, has been one of the
key figures in the Southern Baptist
Convention’s 13-year shift to the
theological right. His outspoken insis-
tence that the SBC’s six seminaries
adhere to the belief in biblical inerran-
cy launched him into the national
spotlight. \

The new president will face daunt-
ing challenges in his role, including
potential loss of accreditation, declin-
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ing student enrollment, loss of faculty
and decreased financial revenues.

Satisfying accreditation concerns
will be “agenda No. 1,” Patterson told
trustees the day of his election.

Patterson said he has “some sym-
pathy” with a movement among con-
servative Southern Baptists to “dump
accrediting agencies” but does not
think that is the best course.

Patterson said he is optimistic the
newly raised conservative banner at
Southeastern will attract students—
perhaps as early as this fall—to offset
the past four years’ losses.

He said students from as far away
as California have expressed interest
in attending the school in part because
of the “growing confidence across the
country that these (Southeastern) trus-
tees are being sensitive to the South-
ern Baptist constituency.

“Academic freedom must be bal-
anced with academic responsibility,”
Patterson told trustees. “If the constit-
uencies of Southern Baptists are con-
servative, then it is incumbent upon

the educational institutions to reflect
their position.”

Patterson promised he will contin-
ue to speak out “for the truth of the
Word of God,” but he said his new
role will force him to find “appropri-
ate means” to express his convictions.

Patterson said it will be “less than
appropriate for me to meddle” in the
affairs of the other five seminaries
once he becomes Southeastern’s pres-
ident.

Faculty members hired before
Southeastern’s administration
changed directions in 1987 express
displeasure with Patterson’s election.

Professors who have joined the
faculty since 1987 were more recep-
tive of Patterson. “He’s by far the best
educational administrator that the
conservatives have to offer,” said Kurt

Richardson, assistant professor of his- .

torical theology.
Most students present at the elec-
tion seemed pleased with the choice.
Compiled from Baptist Press and As-
sociated Baptist Press reports.

John Hewett, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church in Asheville, spoke in op-
position to the recommendation.

“In my judgment, the decisions of
these two congregations was misguid-
ed and faulty and wrong,” Hewett ex-
plained. “While I am ignorant of all
the causes of homosexual orientation,
I am offended by homosexual practice
and behavior. And I support efforts to
send a clear word about what the Bi-
ble teaches about homosexuality.

“However, I am unwilling to let
my offense at homosexuality cause
me to throw out Baptist polity, corpo-
rate priesthood and congregational
autonomy,” he said.
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Hispanic congregation finds a home with North View

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LEXINGTON—There’s no place
like home for Lexington’s Hispanic
Baptist congregation.

After meeting without a church
home for several months, the group
was welcomed into the fellowship of
North View Baptist Church this
spring.

North View Pastor Terry Murphy
said the church is excited about the
new ministry. Members voted in April
to receive the Hispanic congregation
“with open arms,” he said.

The ministry is a joint venture be-
tween the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion, the Southern Baptist Home Mis-
sion Board and North View Church,
said Darrell Cruse, director of church
and community ministries for Elkhorn
Baptist Association.

Lucia Aleman, a social work stu-
dent at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, has been lead-
ing the Hispanic group since Decem-
ber. They have mostly been meeting
in homes, and were searching for a
church home, she said.

“Lucy was a pivotal person in this

ministry,” Cruse said. “She brought
the Hispanic people back together.”

It was Aleman, too, who “provid-
ed the spark” for the church’s vision
to undertake this plan, Murphy said.

“We were interested in starting an-
other mission, and the Lord ...
dropped this one in our laps,” he ex-
plained. “Lucy was invited to come
and speak to our Woman’s Mission-
ary Union about her work. When she
mentioned that her group didn’t have
a place to meet, our ladies got a vi-
sion.”

Tony Aja, language consultant for
the KBC, provided guidance to the
church in developing the ministry.

Central to the success of ministry
with ethnic groups, he said, is estab-
lishing a covenant between the two
groups to ensure mutual inclusive-
ness.

“The purpose of this is to learn
from each other, so that different cul-
tural groups will not be afraid of each
other,” Aja said. “If they stick by the
covenant, the ministry will be suc-
cessful.”

Murphy echoed the emphasm on
inclusiveness between the two con-
gregations.

Lad-Crusader meet nets 270

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

HARDIN—Royal Ambassadors
raced to Jonathan Creek Baptist As-
sembly May 2 for the first Lad and

Crusader State Track Meet held in

Kentucky.

“We have had state track meets for

our older boys a long time, but we’d
never scheduled one for the younger
RAs,” said John Lott, associate broth-

erhood director for the Kentucky Bap-

tist Conventlon “The boys seemed to
love it.”

Each boy could choose to compete
in one of the first four events: Frisbee
golf, long jump, softball toss or 50-
yard dash. Then churches pooled their
muscle power for the final event, a
tug-of-war, Lott said.

The day concluded with a closing
ceremony much like the Olympics.
“The winners were brought forward,
introduced and given neck ribbons

with medallions,” Lott said.

The KBC Brotherhood department
sponsored the event for boys in grades
one through six. With 16 associations
and 270 people participating, Lott
said, leaders were amazed at the inter-
est. Plans already are being made for
next year, he added.

Many RA groups also attended the
derby car racer runoffs the evening
before. Don Blaylock, the KBC’s di-
rector of student ministries, enter-
tained the group with a pantomime
routine.

“The boys really ate that up,” Lott
said. One of the boys from Falmouth
Baptist Church in Falmouth respond-
ed to the presentation with a profes-
sion of faith in Christ.

Track meets are good for boys be-
cause they teach teamwork and build
group trust, Lott noted. “You have to
leamn to trust the other fellows on the
rope with you,” so that no one falls
alone.

“They are not a Boy Scout group
that meets in the basement,” he said.
“They’ve got to be seen as one of us.”

Both groups will work toward in-
clusiveness by sharing in Lord’s Sup-
per and baptismal services, by joining
together for Wednesday night suppers
and some Sunday potluck luncheons,
and by having children and youth
meet together for Sunday school,
Murphy said. They also will share lit-
erature, Bibles and facilities.

Balancing efforts at inclusiveness,
Murphy said, the church still will en-
courage the Hispanic group to retain
its own culture and worship style.

“We’re not trying to make Anglo-
Saxon worshipers out of them,” he
said. “Just like at Pentecost, the gos-
pel should go out in the first language
of the people.”

The Hispanic congregation cur-
rently is searching for a Spanish-
speaking pastor to replace Aleman,
who completes her work in Lexing-
ton and at the seminary this month.
Bertina Cervantes, a lay person in the
congregation, was elected to address
the social ministries needs in the
group.

At first, Murphy wondered if lan-

Clear Creek adds Baptist Faith & Message,

PINEVILLE—Clear Creek Bap-
tist Bible College trustees updated the
school’s doctrinal guidelines during
their spring meeting this month.

They also burned the final note on
campus property and adopted a $2
million budget for 1992-93.

Trustees added the Baptist Faith
and Message as a doctrinal guideline.
It supplements the New Hampshire
Confession, which has been the Pi-
neville school’s standard since the
college was started in 1926.

The Baptist Faith and Message,
approved by the Southern Baptist
Convention in 1963, is the primary
confession of faith expressed by the
SBC and its affiliated state conven-
tions.

The New Hampshire Confession
was written-by Baptists in 1833 and

was the precursor to the first Baptist
Faith and Message, drafted in 1925..

“The New Hampshire Confession
was the familiar document at the time
the school was started,” said Clear
Creek President Bill Whittaker. “But
we have many folks who are unfamil-
iar with the New Hampshire Confes-
sion, even though it is the ‘grandfa-
ther’ of the Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage.”

The addition of the BF&M “has
nothing to do with the present contro-
versy” in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, Whittaker noted.

“We had no requests to change,”
he added. “This was supported by our
admissions director and dean because
many people would ask, ‘What is this
New Hampshire Confession?

The note-burning ceremony

marked the end of debt that once to-
talled $950,000.

The budget for the next ﬁscal year,
which begins Aug. 1, will total $2.9
million he noted. That represents a 7.5
percent increase over the current bud-
get. Slightly more than 20 percent of
the college’s budget is provided by the
Kentucky Baptist Cooperative Pro-
gram unified budget.

In other business, trustees:

B Accepted an ethics and moral
concerms policy.

I Approved construction of a
$45,000 bridge across Clear Creek.

B Ratified the 1992-94 catalog, in-
cluding some curriculum changes.

0§ Added a bivocational training
track, which now goes to the accredit-
ing agency for ratification. :

I Named the library The Carolyn

guage would be a barrier for the two
groups, he admitted.

“Language turned out to be an en-
hancer rather than a barrier,” he said.
“It’s exciting to learn to communicate
even through our differences. We’re
learning from each other’s culture.

“I’m surprised more churches
don’t do this,” he added. “It brings
such a wonderful, warm feeling.
We’re not a large church; we average
about ‘150 in Sunday school. Any
church could do it if they wanted to.”

Aja said the Lexington group is
one of two such congregations in the
state. Other areas in the state already
have been targeted for similar minis-
tries.

The long-range goal for the minis-
try at North View Church is for the
Hispanic group to form a mission and
eventually its own church.

“Right now, they’re under our
wing,” Murphy said. “We’re protect-
ing them.”

In the meantime, he said, North
View Church is much more closely
bound together than before.

“I’ve watched my own people
grow through this ministry,” he re-
ported.

burns note

Boatman Brooks Memorial Library,
in honor of ‘thé former library* direc-
tor, who died earlier this year.

H Elected Ben Baird, recently re-
tired pastor of First Baptist Church of
Hazard, as distinguished professor of
pastoral ministries, and Barbara Terry
as director of library services.

U Elected four professors emeri-
tus—Bob Fitts of Harrodsburg, Old
Testament; Dudley Pomeroy of Pi-
neville, pastoral care; LeRoy Peterson
of Pineville, homiletics; Robert Old-
ham of Campbellsville, Bible and
speech.

 Promoted Bill Pfoff to professor
of Bible and general education.

U Elected Mark Terry as academic
dean. He had been acting dean since
November and is the D.M. Aldridge
professor of missions and evangelism.

TRANSPLANTED BLUE-
GRASS Kentucky native Ron
Huffman (left) discusses
ministry in New England
with three visiting Baptists
from his home state. Linda
Principe (center) of Bran-
denburg and Lena and Wen-
dell Romans of Mount Ver-
non participated in the annu-
al directors’ awareness tour
sponsored by the Southern
Baptist Home Mission
Board. Huffman, a Mayfield
native who grew up in Lex-
ington, is pastor of Middle-
town Baptist Church in Mid-
dletown, R.1. The group also
heard encouraging words
from another Kentucky na-
tive who leads mission work
in New England. “I've never
seen God moving like he’s
moving here now,” reported
Larry Martin, director of
missions for the Greater
Boston Baptist Association.
“We are convinced that re-
vival is coming, and it will
change our lives and our
churches.” (Photo by John
Swain)
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OPINION

The missionary & the beggar

My biggest problem so far has
been my response to the beggars. I've
gotten pretty used to the street ven-
dors, if that’s possible, but the beg-
gars—many who are polio victims—
trouble me. How do you choose who
to give to. How much? When?

We came to Africa without a cas-
sette player, and after a music-less
first month, I chose today to get one.

I parked and locked my truck, dis-
covering too late I was one street too
far west. A beggar asked to guard my
truck. For some reason, I asked if he
knew where the electronics store was.

With a desperate look, he lifted
himself on a stick and crutch and said,
“If you will take me, I can show you.”
A food store was behind him, so I
asked him to wait.

He waited and looked at me with
hope as I returned. Somehow, I had
no fear or repulsion. I unlocked the
truck door for him, and he clattered
into the truck that cost Lottie Moon
more money that he would see in his

lifetime.

We took off, and I offered a ba-
nana. He thanked me, and it disap-
peared. I offered another, but he
wouldn’t take it. I insisted, and, pres-
to, it disappeared, too. He thanked me
again.

When we . arrived, I asked him to
watch the truck (from outside) and I
re-locked it (a necessity here) and
went to buy the tape player which cost
more money than the beggar will see
in 5-10 years.

On my return, I gave him 100
francs (50 cents), five times a normal
beggar’s demand, and I saw his heart
leap and a real look of joy came on his
face. He thanked me profusely and
sincerely. Then I thanked him and left.

What I did for him was ridiculous-
ly little. Two bananas and 50 cents.
But for several minutes, he wasn’t a
beggar and I wasn’t a rich white man
(Muzongo). We were just a couple of
men each helping the other out.

Maybe I'm wrong, but I think if

somebody had tried to steal my radio
or bananas, he would have tried to
stop them.

I went home, and he stayed on the
street. There’s a lot unjust with that.
But something right happened, too.

'He didn’t thank me profusely for 50

cents and fruit. He thanked me for a
brief reprise from beggarhood.

I’m basically a “mute missionary.”
Don’t know the language or culture
yet. But the Lord dumps piles of op-
portunities for me to serve him in
small ways. Thinking back, I realize
the pile was surely as big back home,
just obscured by “normality.” I missed
most of those opportunities, and a lot
of Christian joy.

I pray we will be awake to our op- .

portunities. We never will feel capa-
ble or ready, but our God can do good
things with 50 cents and two bananas.
David Brandon

Missionary to Africa

Member, Cecilia Baptist Church

Cecilia

William L. Cook has voiced the di-
lemma in which most Southern Baptists
find themselves (WR, May 5). Among
fundamentalists, conservatives, moder-
ates and liberals, who am I?

Our entire denomination needs to
get back to the basics. Just as Isaiah,
when we see who God is, then we see
more clearly who we are (Isaiah 6:1-
5). He is God (Isaiah 46:9). We are his
people (Psalm 100:3).

It is comforting for me to know
that come what may—whatever “fac-
tions” arise in my life and threaten me,
that I am still resting very safely in my
Father’s hand. As to the question,
“Who am I?”: For myself, I am a
blood-bought child of the King who
is quite content for my Creator and
Redeemer to “call the shots” in my
life. Despite all the denominational
howlings going on above my head,
my trust is in Jesus and him alone.

I cannot attend the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, but I do have a re-
quest of those who will be able to go:
Please keep in mind just who he is and

- who we are. Remember that a lost and

dying world is watching our every

maneuver; and that Satan is out to de-

stroy our witness to this generation.

Please remember who you are and
whose you are!

Barbara G. Sweat

Owensboro

Get the facts

Too often we Southern Baptists
make emotional, not factual, deci-
sions. Ruschlikon Baptist Theological
Seminary is such a case. Let’s peruse
some facts and form a rational opin-
ion.
Ruschlikon was founded in 1949
by the Foreign Mission Board to pro-
vide theological education in Europe.
Ten acres and a mansion were pur-

chased for $250,000. Present value is

around $12 million. The capacity is 65
students, with an enrollment of 48.
Since 1949, 1,060 students have ma-
triculated; 402 received degrees. The
costis $39,583 per year. In our Amer-
ican seminaries, $4,970 per year. The
Cooperative Program pays $15,937

for a student at Ruschlikon; $2,474 in
America.

The FMB supplies $400,000 per
year to support three missionary cou-
ples there, and has been contributing
an additional $365,000 per year. This
is the FMB’s share of the $1.6 million
budget.

The FMB has relationships with
seven other international seminaries
with an enrollment of 732. Their total
budgets are $308,000.

The $400,000 has not been deleted
from the FMB budget. The controver-
sy arose over the $365,000 which has.

In October 1988, the Ruschlikon
property was deeded to the European
Baptist Federation. In light of the
changes in Europe, European Baptists
will undoubtedly want their own sem-
inaries.

We need to heed 1 Peter 3:8-10:
“Live in harmony with one another.

... Do not repay evil with evil or insult ;

with insult, but with blessings, be-

cause to this you were called so that
you may inherit a blessing.”

- Oscar Davidson

Somerset

The journey goes on

As we sat near the top of Memori-
al Colosseum, the first of more than
2,000 graduates would begin the long
processional.

This number was but half of the
actual graduating class; the
others, for whatever rea-
sons, opted out of their
own commencement. So it
goes, I suppose, with large
universities.

Presently a purple and
white banner with the
word “Architecture” ap-
peared. A small group of
students processed behind
it, our daughter, Shawn,
among them. Five years
and two summer sessions

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W, Marshall

way. How could I not be proud ef her?

I clamored down the steep aisle to
snap some “close ups,” fortunate that
her seating was on our side of that spa-
cious facility. She obligingly
“hammed” up a couple of
shots.

It seemed obvious that
everyone in that place had
someone among the grad-
uating classes. Too large in
number for individual di-
ploma presentations, they
were recognized as groups.
Naturally, we clapped
loudest for Shawn’s group,
along with a “modest”
shout!

As I sat there, I realized

ago, she had begun with
approximately 80 others in her class.
Only 15 of them had made it all the

I had seen one of my long-
standing prayers answered. I had lived
long enough to see all three children

graduate from college. And I said qui-
etly to myself, “Thank you, Lord.”

In fact, “all” of us had been to all
three graduations. It was a gift we
could all remember and be glad about.
And our grandson, Marshall, sat qui-
etly, believe it or not, for almost two
hours before he let his mother know
he was hungry!

And just when I began feeling mel-
ancholy about this being the “last”
graduation for us, I realized that now I
have a new generation to pray for. I'd
be only about 83 when Marshall grad-
uates! Sure, why not!

I don’t remember exactly what
precipitated it. Perhaps it was at the
very end, when all graduating groups
had been recognized. Sharon and I
looked toward each other at the same
time. But we both quickly turned
away, knowing something had hap-
pened to us both at the same time.
Both she and Shawn “blame” their
sentimentality on my genes! Anyway,

we both tried to hold back the tears.
She was two seats down from me so
we didn’t try to say anything to each
other. But we both understood what
was happening. :

Maybe it’s old-fashioned, being
“family” and all that sentimental sort
of stuff. Maybe we are “too close”;
maybe it came from living overseas
and being so dependent upon each
other there. We’ve done a lot of things
“together.”

I don’t know what caused it or why
it’s so, but when we experience those
“good” times; those “special” mo-
ments as family, something down
deep inside me shouts for joy!

‘What else can I say or do but thank
God for every precious moment to
enjoy and remember.

Shawn had graduated. And we
had, too. And we will all remember.

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.
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AIDS crisis presents opportunity for ministry

Has AIDS touched your church?

Just wait; it will.

More than 211,000 Americans have tested positive for AIDS or the
HIV virus, and that number grows by 4,000 each month, the Centers for
Disease Control reports.

Worse still, nobody knows how many people have been exposed to the
deadly virus. “AIDS is like an iceberg in that only the smallest part (of the
people who have the virus) are symptomatic,” says Louisiana physician
Trevor From. “Probably the largest portion of people infected are asymp-
tomatic, or have very few symptoms, and are yet untreated or unknown.”

“The crisis is already on us, and we don’t recognize it,” adds Darrell
Ellsworth, a Missouri pastor who has developed an AIDS ministry. “You

- run into people every day coming and going who are infected with AIDS,
and you don’t know it.”

AIDS experts, such as Fred Loper, a medical missionary with the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, are urging churches to develop
AIDS-awareness programs and ministries to AIDS victims and their fam-
ilies. However, only about 1 percent of Southern Baptist churches con-
duct AIDS ministries, an HMB study shows.

A couple of factors apparently shape that low percentage. First, AIDS
has not surfaced broadly as a public disease, especially among church-
going people. Ministers report many families afflicted by AIDS have re-
quested confidentiality. Second, the majority of AIDS victims are people
not typically associated with or welcome in our churches—homosexual
or bisexual men and I'V-drug users.

The demographics of AIDS are changing, however. Researchers have
discovered the greatest increase in American AIDS cases among people
not typically considered when people think about the disease—heterosex-
uals, hemophiliacs, recipients of blood transfusions and babies born to
mothers with AIDS. They also claim AIDS is a ticking time bomb, ready
to go off among heterosexual teens and young adults.

Baptists and other Christians of goodwill must get involved in the war
on AIDS. ;

We must educate our young people. They need to understand what
AIDS is and how it is contracted. They: should realize—despite their
youthful feelings of invincibility—they are not immune to disease and
death. And they certainly need to hear the biblical teaching that the only
“safe” sex takes place within a fully faithful marital relationship.

Each teen who hears, understands and accepts this teaching represents
a life saved from this tragedy.

We also need to reach out with redemptive ministries to AIDS victims

and their families. This is scary, of course. Most of us are frightened by

homosexuality and drug abuse, the two behaviors most associated with
AIDS. We’re also uncomfortable struggling with a diseas= we can’t beat,
a disease certain to bring death.

But God would have us choke down our own fears for the sake of min-
istry to others. Jesus—our model as well as Savior—didn’t flinch in the
face of disease. He didn’t run from the leper, victim of the ancient incur-
able disease most analogous to AIDS today. And he didn’t seem so con-

cerned about how the sick got that way as he dic about healing them and .

restoring their lives.

Ministry to AIDS victims and their loved ones won’t defeat this deadly
illness, but it can do a world of good: It can bring aid and comfort to
people in the final months and days of their lives. It can foster love, recon-
ciliation and even forgiveness among people who have been estranged by
the stress of disease and seemingly irreconcilable lifestyles and world-
views. It can speak a message of ultimate salvation to people—both the
dying and their families and friends—about to be defeated by death. And
it can bring healing and redemption to the people who minister, as they
use their lives for good while they struggle with their own fears, prejudic-
es and mortality. :

This week’s Western Recorder carries a package of stories on the Chris-
tian response to AIDS. The stories begin on page 1 and continue on page
7. We hope you’ll find them informative and helpful. We pray they’ll
move you and your church to action. '

Marv Knox

Christian love never settles for only what’s reasonable

for-an-eye and tooth-for-a-tooth kind
of justice.

But Christian love never settles for
only what’s reasonable.

In our relationships with other peo-
ple, often what passes for love is little
more than a neat business transaction.

People are kind to us, so we repay

them with It insists
equal con- on givin
siqderation. MlNISTERIALLY SPEAKING merc)g ag
When they well as jus-
treat us unjustly, our negative re- tice.

sponse is really what they asked for. It breaks the chain of logical reac-

Everything in our lives is so bal- tions.
anced, so fair, so logical with this eye- How grateful we can be that God

doesn’t treat us the way we treat him! ~ will want to replace the principle of
His provision and care, his mercy and  an eye-for-an-eye with a depth and
grace are not parceled out only when quality of love that goes beyond log-
we feel kindly toward him. ic.

Think of those periods of spiritual
neglect—or even worse, that rebellion
and anger we’ve expressed toward
him. But he did not respond in kind.
His love was constant. It was never
contingent upon our opinion of him.

‘When the security of such a rela-
tionship begins to grip our hearts, we

Lord, help me be kind and forgiv-
ing. So often thy forgiveness I've
known for sins I have daily commit-
ted; Lord, grant me a love like thine
own.

Gene Crowder, pastor
Columbia Baptist Church
Columbia
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“The crisis is
already on us, and
we don’t recognize
it. You run into
people every day
... Who are
infected with AIDS,
and you don’t know
it.”

Darrell Ellsworth
minister to AIDS victims

Christian love
insists on mercy as
well as justice.
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PITCHING IN Neighborhood
volunteers start the removal
of debris from a guftted
building destroyed during ri-
ots that swept Los Angeles
after the Rodney King ver-
dict was announced. (RNS
photo)

“l am delighted the
Baptist Joint
Committee and the
Christian Life
Commission are
working together

on this issue.”
Oliver Thomas, general
counsel for the Baptist
Joint Committee

Leaders call for action, not talk on race issues

As Southern Baptists continue re-
lief ministries in riot-torn areas of Los
Angeles, some Baptists are raising
questions about the denomination’s
status on race relations.

Almost immediately after the riots
began, participants in the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship’s general assem-
bly passed a resolution confessing
what they called Southern Baptists’
history of racism. The fledgling group
is composed of Southern Baptist mod-
erates unhappy with current Southern
Baptist Convention leadership.

Two weeks later, trustees of the
Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board responded by adopting a reso-
lution expressing their admiration for
ethnic and black Baptists.

In light of the Fellowship’s resolu-
tion, HMB trustee Chairman Ron
Phillips asked Oscar Romo and Wil-
lie McPherson to report on Southern
Baptists’ status among ethnics and
blacks. Romo directs the HMB’s lan-
guage missions work; McPherson di-
rects the HMB’s work with predomi-
nantly black churches.

Romo reported the SBC includes
more than 6,000 ethnic churches wor-
shipping in 100 languages and serv-
ing 102 ethnic groups.

McPherson said the SBC includes
1,400 predominantly black churches
with 400,000 members.

Members of black and ethnic
churches are represented on some
SBC agencies and boards, but not
widely, Romo and McPherson said.
Only one state convention—Califor-
nia—has a black person serving as di-
rector of black church extension,
McPherson noted.

After hearing these reports, trus-
tees approved a resolution offered by

‘Nelson Price, pastor of Roswell Street

Baptist Church in Marietta, Ga., and a
candidate for SBC president.
The resolution affirms black and

ethnic churches, expresses “admira-
tion for their spirit and numerical
growth” and calls on board members
to work toward greater involvement
for blacks and ethnics in denomina-
tional leadership.

Also during this meeting, trustees
elected Bob Sena, pastor of First
Spanish Baptist Church in Atlanta, to
a staff position as assistant director of
language church extension.

Meanwhile, the executive director
of the Baptist Center for Ethics issued
a call for action and not just words to
bring about racial reconciliation.

“Ciriticizing the Rodney King ver-
dict, condemning the Los Angeles vi-
olence, lamenting the root causes of
injustice and brutality, repenting of
our racial history and playing the
blame game are understandable reac-
tions,” said Robert Parham.

Parham urged Southern Baptists to
go beyond words to “constructive ini-
tiatives to help move our nation to-
ward the dream of racial reconcilia-
tion.”

Among Parham’s suggestions is
that Southern Baptists “stop demon-
izing African Americans with our
theological symbols and language.”

As an illustration, Parham said the
SBC and many state convention evan-
gelism departments promote “power
bands,” bracelets which are worn

around the wrist with six colored
beads.

“The black bead represents sin,”
Parham noted. “But where does the
Bible identify the color black with
sin? Why is it that white Southern
Baptists want to assign the color black
to sin?”

Parham called on messengers to
the annual meeting of the SBC this
June to “cast off the shackles of racist
theology represented by the power
bands.”

Meanwhile, black Southern Bap-
tists who minister in Los Angeles
called on the HMB and California
Southern Baptist Convention to “do
away with bureaucracy to get some-
thing done” on a permanent basis in
south-central Los Angeles.

At least two black pastors voiced
frustration that a position for a black
church extension coordinator for
south-central Los Angeles had not
been approved although requested
since early 1991.

“It is high time for the rhetoric to
cease and for action to begin,” said
E.W. McCall, pastor of St. Stephen
Baptist Church in La Puente, Calif.

Reported by Sarah Zimmerman of the
HMB and Terry Barone of the California
Southern Baptist Convention through
Baptist Press and by Dan Martin through
Associated Baptist Press.

Abortlon takes spotlight at hearings on freedom act

Continued from page 1

Joint Committee on Public Affairs
have concluded RFRA would not ad-
vance abortion rights and support its
passage.

“Pro-life legislators can support
this bill without having to choose be-
tween life and religious liberty,” CLC
General Counsel Michael Whitehead
said after observing portions of the
hearing. “The ACLU promised to
continue making claims of a religious
right to abortion under the First
Amendment, just as they have in the
past, whether or not RFRA is enacted.
The CLC and other pro-life groups are
convinced RFRA will not help the
ACLU win such claims.”

Oliver Thomas, general counsel of
the Baptist Joint Committee, said af-
ter the hearing he was hopeful about
RFRA “because it was made clear that
this bill is scrupulously neutral on
abortion. And I think it also was made
clear there will be no restoration of
religious liberty if either side” in the
abortion debate tries to use RFRA as
a weapon for its agenda.

“I am delighted the Christian Life
Commission and the Baptist Joint
Committee are working together on
this issue,” Thomas said. “As the

chairman of the coalition, I want to
commend the CLC and other pro-life -

groups who have stuck by this bill in
the face of these allegations.”

Rep. Stephen Solarz, D-N.Y.,
called the abortion argument, ad-
vanced primarily by the U.S. Catholic
Conference and National Right to Life
Committee, “utterly unfounded.”

The argument that RFRA some-
how advances abortion rights is with-
out substance for an obvious reason,
Solarz said. If the Supreme Court
overturns the woman’s right to priva-
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cy in abortion decisions, it is inconsis-
tent to assert that the same court
would then permit abortion under a
new claim, Solarz said.

On the other hand, the problems
created by Smith are not hypothetical,
he said.

More than 50 free-exercise cases
have been decided in the two years

since Smith, with religion winning in

only a few instances.

The Smith decision will “live in
constitutional infamy” because it de-
clared a fundamental right to be a
“luxury” this nation no longer can af-
ford, Solarz added.

Rep. Smith agreed that religion is
in jeopardy, but he spoke against
RFRA. Smith has introduced his own
bill, the Religious Freedom Act (H.R.
4040), that would restore the compel-
ling-interest test for free exercise of
religion except in three instances.

H.R. 4040 would create no free-
exercise basis to challenge laws re-
stricting abortion, the tax-exempt sta-
tus of religious organizations and the
use of tax funds by religious institu-
tions. Those three exemptions reflect
the position of the U.S. Catholic Con-
ference.

Douglas Laycock, professor at the

University of Texas School of Law in
Austin, called the three amendments
“enormously divisive” and “almost
entirely symbolic.”

“If I had deliberately set out to
draft amendments that would prevent
the enactment of any bill, I could not
have done better than these three
amendments,” Laycock said.

“Like the free-exercise clause it-
self, RFRA is universal in its scope,”
he continued. “It singles out no claims
for special advantage or disadvantage.
It favors no religious view over any

other, and it favors no state interest
over any other.

“It simply enacts a universal stan-
dard: burdens on religious exercise
must be justified by compelling inter-
ests.”

The subcommittee has not set a
date to take further action on the bill,

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
plight of one minority religious
group illustrates the need for the
Religious Freedom Restoration
Act, members of the House Sub-
committee on Civil and Constitu-
tional Rights were told.

William Yang of the Hmong
faith told subcommittee members
that his family, formerly of Laos,
came to America looking for free-
dom to practice their religion. But
two years ago, a U.S. Supreme
Court decision stripped away that
right, Yang said.

The Yang family brought suit
against Rhode Island’s chief medi-
-cal examiner because an unautho-
rized autopsy was performed on
Neng Yang. Hmongs believe au-
topsies are a mutilation of the body.

On Jan. 12, 1990, a federal dis-
trict court ruled in favor of the
Yangs because the autopsy “violat-
ed their deeply held religious be-
liefs.” The Yangs believe that the
mutilation of Neng’s body meant
his spirit “would not be free, there-
fore his spirit will come back and
take another person in his family,”
senior district Judge Raymond Pet-
tine wrote.

While the damages portion of

Hmongs illustrate religious liberty perils

which now has about 180 co-spon-
SOrS.

Reported by Tom Strode of the SBC
Christian Life Commission through Bap-
tist Press and Pam Parry of the Baptist
Joint Committee through Associated
Baptist Press.

the Yangs’ case was pending, the
Supreme Court handed down Em-
ployment Division vs. Smith on
April 17, 1990. In the decision, the
court abandoned a three-decades-
old precedent that required govern-
ment to demonstrate a compelling
state interest before it could restrict
religious practice.

As a result, Judge Pettine re-
versed his earlier decision.

Pettine said he felt constrained to
apply the majority opinion in Smith
to the Yangs’ case, but he expressed
his profound regret and disagree-
ment with that opinion.

The Hmong community felt be-
trayed by the U.S. government and
excluded from the protections of
the Constitution and First Amend-
ment, Yang told subcommittee
members, fighting back his tears.

Later, autopsies were performed
after three other Yang family mem-
bers died. The family believes the
curse will continue unless their reli-
gious faith is upheld.

Yang urged the subcommittee
and House of Representatives to
approve RFRA, which is designed
to restore the high level of protec-
tion for free exercise of religion
abandoned in the Smith case.




Coping with AIDS can fracture families, father says

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

“AIDS and homosexuality can ab-
solutely fracture a family beyond re-
pair,” the Baptist father of an AIDS
victim said.

“It had every possibility of doing
that to us. But in the grace of God, in
the providence of God, somehow we
got it back together,” said Chip Mill-
er, director of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s Sunday school depart-
ment.

In presentations to church groups
today, Miller and his wife, Nancy,
make no secret of their family trauma.
- Butthey didn’t always feel they could
be so open.

Miller admits his family was for-
tunate in having six years to cope with
a family member coming “out of the
closet” before facing terminal illness.

Not all families are so fortunate, he

Miller: Talk ahout sex

It’s time for the church to
come out of the closet and talk
openly about sex, Baptists who
have dealt with the AIDS crisis
agree.

“Never has it been more im-
portant that the church of Jesus
Christ present the concept of ab-
stinence as it is today,” said Chip
Miller, whose son died of AIDS
in 1989. “There is no such thing
as ‘safe sex.’

“It is absolutely astounding,
the sexual activity of our young
people. Our kids are going to bed
with each other at a rate that is
just unbelievable.

“We have got to resurrect
some rationale for abstinence,”
Miller warned. “If the biblical
principles don’t impress them,
then health or life needs to im-
press them.”

said: “Many parents do not know their
son or daughter is gay or lesbian until
they are terminally ill.”

He described this as a “double
whammy” that hits families especial-
ly hard.

Miller said his
son, Stephen, was a
model child—never
causing problems,
easy to get along
with, active in church
programs.

But in the mid
1980s, Stephen told
his family he was ho-
mosexual. For the
most part, he was
met with immediate
rejection.

“Mother and dad
and big brother had a thoroughgoing
case of homophobia,” Miller said. “To
think our baby boy was a homosexual

What
to do

when

was very, very threatening to us.”

Only Stephen’s sister made early
attempts to understand her brother, he
said.

“I was ashamed of him,” Miller ex-
plained during a
conference  on
AIDS held in con-
junction with the
Kentucky Baptist
evangelism con-
ference in Febru-
ary. “When all this
broke loose, I had
Six or seven years
of sort of disown-
ing my own son.”

Miller ex-
plained that during
those lost years he
seldom hugged or
even touched his son.

However, that changed when Ste-
phen became ill with AIDS, Miller

AIDS

said. “Now there was no hiding it. He
was sick, and he was about to die.

“It was no longer a matter of em-
barrassment; it was a matter of life and
death. This father had a conversion
experience sitting at the foot of his
son’s bed.”

That conversion caused Miller to
make a commitment to his son, he
said: “Even if this costs me my job,
I’m sticking with you.”

Rather than absolute rejection, the
family found “a tremendous amount
of support,” Miller reported.

“One of our messages to parents of
persons with AIDS is tell your story
and get some support. There are lone-
ly parents and lonely siblings carrying
this truth around in their hearts ... and
they’re not talking to anybody.

“One of our ministries is to say it’s
OK to talk. We need to become better
listeners to those networks of people,”
Miller said.

Houston churches unite to offer love

By David Winfrey
SBC Home Mission Board

ATLANTA (BP)—White candles
bumn in the lobby of a west Houston
office as a stark reminder of AIDS
patients who died while receiving care
from church and synagogue volun-
teers throughout the city.

A new candle was lit almost daily
in April as care teams carried out their
promise that AIDS patients would not
die alone, said Ron Sunderland, co-
founder of the Foundation of Inter-
faith Research and Ministry

Started in 1985, the foundation
trains teams of volunteers to provide
services and love to people dying of
AIDS.

“Our team members are ordinary
people doing extraordinary things,”
Sunderland said.

His partner, Earl Shelp, a former
professor at Baylor College of Medi-

cine, said the program started after his
research assistant contracted the dis-
ease and began looking for support in
the Houston religious community.

Instead, the response “was either
one of neglect or it was a hostile re-
sponse,” he said. “So we sought to
change that.”

Today, 1,200 laypeople from 62
congregations are involved in care
teams, and more than 850 people with
AIDS have received assistance, Sun-
derland said.

Among the volunteers is a group
from First Baptist Church of Houston.
Team coordinator Lynn Guy said
workers do everything from driving
patients to doctor visits to cleaning
patients’ homes.

“For the most part, we’re their
friends,” said Guy, who began work-
ing with AIDS patients after a direc-
tor in her singles group contracted the
disease. “It’s just a really great minis-

AIDS will impact every church, experts say

Continued from page 1

us are sinners” and deserve God’s
judgment, but God instead gives hope
and love, Hightower said. “Our re-
sponse to people must be out of an
idea of ‘we love because God first
loved us,’ not a ‘these folks are terri-
ble’ response.”

Futhermore, AIDS is increasingly
not just a homosexual disease, experts
agree.
“AIDS is not a New York City or
San Francisco disease. It is not a ho-
mosexual disease. It has come to our
churches and our communities,” said
Tommy Dixon, field services coordi-
nator with the Sunday School Board’s
discipleship training department.

Heterosexuals are the fastest-
growing population of AIDS victims
in the United States. And worldwide,
AIDS is more of a heterosexual dis-
ease than a homosexual disease.

The greatest increase in people
contracting the HIV virus in the next
10 years is projected to be among het-
erosexual young adults ages 18-29.

“Those are your teen-agers and
mine,” Dixon warned.

Even if homophobia or a fear of
disease prevents church members -
from ministering directly to AIDS
victims, churches must at least begin
by reaching out to the family and
friends of AIDS victims, Miller said.

People in this close network of re-
lationships often have needs that are
the most overlooked, he said.

To illustrate the magnitude of this
need, Miller said, assume that every
person infected with AIDS relates to
at least 15 family members and
friends.

Multiply that conservative esti-
mate of relationships by the 700 diag-
nosed cases of full-blown AIDS in
Kentucky to see that at least 10,500
Kentuckians know someone with the
disease.

Then add the estimate that for ev-
ery one diagnosed case of AIDS there
are 10 undiagnosed people carrying
the HIV virus that leads to AIDS. That
means as many as 115,000 Kentucki-
ans could face the death of a friend or
family member from AIDS.

“There are this many people ...
walking around with an A stuck on

their bodies someplace,” Miller said.
“They’re wondering who they can
talk to, if the church will understand.”

AIDS is “no longer a statistic,”
Miller warned. “That’s my child.
That’s your cousin. That’s going to be
a nephew.”

Miller recalled how during his
son’s ordeal he and his wife both lost
weight, couldn’t eat and agonized
over their situation.

“I would stand during the invitia-
tion time and weep, ‘God, what have
I done?’”” he recalled.

Other parents and grandparents,
brothers and sisters with similar grief
“are in your church Sunday mornings,
and their souls are just wrenched with
guilt and loneliness and stigma,” Mill-
er said. “Church, let’s move to these
people. That’s maybe the easiest first
step.”

Written by News Director Mark Wing-
field with additional reporting through
Baptist Press by David Winfrey of the
SBC Home Mission Board, Linda Law-
son of the SBC Sunday School Board and
Gary Griffith of the Louisiana Baptist
Message

try, and God’s doing so much in it.”

In addition to providing help for
those in need, care teams influence
their churches by challenging the ste-
reotypes and prejudices members of-
ten have about people with AIDS.

“The outcome of that generally is
one of greater compassion, not great-
er judgment,” Shelp said, adding it fil-
ters back to the churches. Volunteers
“become advocates and reality checks
to people who quite easily accept
these kinds of hearsay reports about
who and what people with AIDS are.”

But Shelp noted an AIDS ministry
may not be supported by all segments
of a church.

Some Houston care team members
are silently avoided by other members
of their church, he said. “In many
ways the people who work with our
population feel the stigma and the os-
tracism the people they have befriend-
ed experience every day.”

6 Facts about AIDS

W 211,000 Americans
have tested positive for
AIDS or the HIV virus
since the disease was
identified in 1981.

B Each month, 4,000
new cases are reported
to the Centers for
Disease Control.

B In Kentucky, 700
people have been
diagnosed with AIDS.
Four hundred of them
already have died.

B AIDS is transmitted
through body fluids such
as blood, semen and
vaginal secretions.
Unprotected sex and
sharing needles between
intravenous drug users
are the two most
common sources of
infection.

M The risk of AIDS
infection from blood
transfusions is minimal
in the United States
today, experts report.
However, the risk is
higher in other countries
without the stringent
blood screening process
used in the U.S.

M Medical studies have
found a person would
have to take in eight
gallons of saliva or tears
from an infected person
to risk infection from
those sources.

Where to find AIDS resources

B The Centers fdr Disease Control National AIDS Hotline:

(800) 342-2437.

~ B A Home Mission Board pamphlet by medical missionary
Fred Loper, “Beginning a Ministry with People with
~ AIDS,” is available by calling (800) 634-2462 and ask-

_ing for pamphlet 632-76F.

B An AIDS information packet is available from the Bap-
tist General Convention of Texas Christian Life Com-
mission. Call (214) 828-5197 or write 333 N. Washing-

~ ton, Dallas, Texas 75246-1798. -

B The Missouri Baptist Task Force on AIDS sells video-
tapes on AIDS education for $21.25. Call the Missouri
Baptist Convention at (314) 635-7931, ext. 517, or write
400 E. High St., Jefferson City, Mo. 65101.

‘B The Foundation of Interfaith Research and Ministry in
Houston offers a model for care-team AIDS ministry.
~ Call (713) 286-5995 or write 701 N. Post Oak Road,

~ Suite 330, Houston, Texas 77024.

B The Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission has
plibhshed five pamphlets on AIDS. Call (615) 244-2495
or write 901 Commerce St., Suite 550, Nashvﬂle Tenn.

37202 or fax (615) 242-0065.

B The Southern Baptist Sunday School Board has pro-
duced two books on AIDS— “AIDS: A Christian’s Re—
sponse” and “AIDS: A Christian Student’s Response”—
_available at Bapust Book Stores or by calling (800) 458-

2172
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Gumberland graduates 246

Campbellsville WILLIAMSBURG—Cumber- he exemplifies what can be accom-
raduates 146 land College awarded 246 undergrad- plished with hard work and dedica-

9 uate and graduate degrees during tion.”
commencement ceremonies May 16. Students David Lefler of Harro-
CAMPBELLSVILLE— A capacity crowd of 3,000 people gate, Tenn., and Jenny Kersey of Rad-
“Attitude has everything filled the Wayne Rollins Center for cliff received the Berger Award for

to do with success,” the event. leadership and service.

Kentucky’s secretary of Edward Hutton, an entrepreneur Janie Shinn of Lesage, W.Va., and
state told 146 spring and businessman from Bedford, Ind., Fran Stadelman of Sturgis were
graduates of received the honorary doctor of laws named Presidential Scholars for their

degree.

“Mr. Hutton has distinguished
himself in the business world and has
become known throughout the world

honors research.

At an earlier ceremony, Donna
Colegrove, assistant professor of mu-
sic, received the Excellence in Teach-

Campbellsville College.
“Attitude is all tied up in
self-worth,” Robert
Babbage said. “Attitudes

I for his business acumen,” said Cum- ing Award.
in history teach us a lot berland President Jim Taylor. “He is a
about getting to where fine example for our students because

you are today.

Babbage received an

honorary doctor of public | |

education degree during
the commencement
ceremonies at
Campbellsville Baptist
Church. Also, an
honorary doctor of
divinity degree was
awarded to Glenn
Mollette, pastor of First
Baptist Church in
Pikeville and president of
the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

The graduating class of
146 was the school’s
largest since the early
1970s.

College President Ken
Winters received an
honorary membership in
the class of 1992 from
Sharon Thomas, senior
class president. Winters
began his tenure as
president in 1988, when
this year’s graduates
entered as freshmen.
Nancy Sapp Colvin of
Finley was named class
valedictorian, and
Timothy Henry Hickman

of Austin, Texas, was |

named salutatorian.

CAMPBELLSVILLE FAVORITES Sharon Thamas‘and Dom Mattingly were named Mr.

and Mrs. Campbellsville College during honors and awards day April 29. The honor is
presented by the Student Government Association. Thomas is from Shepherdsville and
earned a bachelor of science degree in early elementary education. Mattingly is from
Campbellsville and earned a bachelor of science degree with a double major in history

and political science.

29 graduate
at Clear Creek

PINEVILLE—Clear Creek Bap-
tist Bible College in Pineville award-
ed degrees to 29 men and women
from seven states May 8.

About 1,200 people attended com-
mencement ceremonies at Bingham-
town Baptist Church in Middlesboro.
Charles Sullivan, executive director of
the State Convention of Baptists in
Indiana, delivered the commencement
address.

Of the 29 degrees, 26 were bache-
lor of arts in ministry degrees granted
for completion of the school’s four-
year curriculum.

David Purichia of Indianapolis re-
ceived the President’s Award for out-
standing leadership in all areas of stu-
dent life.

Dan Gutenson of Waynesboro re-
ceived the Trustee Award for dedica-
tion and faithfulness in a church-relat-
ed ministry.

Honors for highest scholastic
achievement were shared by Marcia
Brooks of Fleming-Neon and David
Evans of Corbin.

Missrs

A FOREIGN MISSIONS EXPERIENCE

KENTUCKY SEPT. 11-13, 1992

Immanuel Baptist Church, Lexington
3100 Tates Creek Road

You will be challenged. . .
and changed by:

e Dialogue sessions with R. Keith
Parks, president of the Foreign
Mission Board

® Global Walkaround—the sights
and sounds of missions and per-
sonal contact with missionaries;
computer games, food and much
more

e Missionary testimonies
¢ Inspiring missions messages
® Workshops designed to answer

your questions about missions

® © 060 00 0 00 0 0 0 0 o
No registration fee. For more informa-
tion, call Kentucky Baptist Convention,
(502) 245-4101.

"Surely the Lord is in this place...."
- : Genesis 28:16b

307 New Venture Drive

db

Danzinger-Byrd

Architect - Construction Manager

502-361-0171

Louisville, Kentucky

Preferred Risk Group
Specializing in
Church Protection Policies
SBC Annuity Board Endorsed

o e,

Auto
Home
Life
Insurance

for Non-
Drinkers

Norman L. Williams
A Southern Baptist Agent

Call collect: (502) 239-6912

The
S

Christian Retreat Center
RR 1, Box 145-A, Bedford, KY 40006
(502) 255-7676

S0
%

You are invited to a
Homecoming Gathering
for friends of
Melbourne Heights Baptist
Church
3728 Taylorsville Rd.
Louisville, Ky.
Sunday, June 7
Picnic 4:30 p.m.
Worship 6 p.m.
Attend en route to SBC in
Indianapolis
(502) 454-4681 for information

The Barney Award

A few weeks back I heard about
a new award being passed among
the staff at our Spring Meadows
campus. They call it the “Barney
Award.” Barney is a little wooden
bear. The kind you find in craft
stores.

Although each Barney only
stands about one inch tall, it car-
ries with it a healthy
dose of recognition and
love from one staff
member to another.
Across each bear’s
chest are the words,
“love beareth all,” a re-
minder of what our
work with children is
all about.

Mike Dixon, direc-
tor of our Spring Mead-
ow campus, tells me
Barney got his name
from the story of Barn-
abas, Paul’s companion. You see,
Barnabas was a quiet man who
played an essential role behind the
scenes. His quiet but effective ser-
vice earned him the title of “en-
courager.” When John Mark part-
ed ways with Paul, Barnabas was
there as a comfort and source of
encouragement. A year ago, Mike
Dixon gave the first Barney
Award. Ever since, other Spring
Meadow staff have caught the spir-
it. In fact, Mike has excluded him-
self from giving or receiving,

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Curtis C. Mooney

keeping the Barney Award fo-
cused on the staff who work day
by day with children. Now it has
become a regular event at staff
meetings. Someone invariably
hands out a Barney Award to an-
other who helped out in a pinch or
came through for the children.

All of us need to feel loved.
Sometimes it is only by
reaching out to touch
someone else’s life
with special recognition
that we can see what
God’s love can do in
our own lives.

At Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children,
we would award each
Baptist in the state with
their own personalized
Barney Award if we
could. Your prayers
and support through the
years have been a blessing beyond
measure.

‘We want to invite you to come
share in our ministry. Join us for
Child Care Days at Glen Dale or
Spring Meadows this summer.
Come and see how the example of
Barnabas has begun to change
lives.. :

Curtis Mooney is president of
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243.

Paid Column
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Continued from page 1

heat overwhelms the senses. Hill, a
missionary since 1975, confesses he
“gagged for five minutes” the last
time he came to visit Senora.

“It’s embarrassing,” he said. “You
can’t go in a guy’s house gagging.”

As Co-Worker Baptist Church’s
crude steeple, fashioned from discard-
ed lumber, comes into view, Hill adds:
“Tony’s unusual. But it takes an un-
usual guy to live out here.”

Senora sports a Chinese-style Fu
Manchu mustache with graying hair
pulled back into a ponytail. His black
“BSU” T-shirt and tan pants are at
least two sizes too large. Mismatched
blue thongs—both for the left foot—
came courtesy of the dump.

“I’m known as the pastor with big
pants,” Senora jokes, explaining the
clothes are gifts from missionaries.
“God has given me a mind of suffi-

_ciency. I’'m satisfied although we
don’t have material things.”

" An explanation also lurks behind
the hair and beard. Robbed many
times, Senora decided to change his
image. He used to wear a coat and tie.
Now he identifies with the communi-
ty. Those who used to mug him now
call Senora “tatang”—a respected ti-
tle reserved for old men. But he is only
50.

A sister, a Baptist who lived in a
Manila suburb, took Senora to church
for the first time when he was a teen-
ager. His life changed there: He ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as Savior, met his
future wife, Anita, and decided to
preach.

Southern Baptist missionaries
Howard and Marjorie Olive, now re-
tired, began work on Smoky Moun-
tain 20 years ago. A radio ministry
they directed sparked interest in the
gospel among the inhabitants. Tony
and Anita Senora moved to the dump

WORLD

Pastor says God has called him to serve in dump

in 1975 to help the Olives.

A dirt path leads down a steep
bank to Co-Worker Baptist Church.
The building originally stood at street
level, but years of trampled garbage
raised the road 5 feet.

The Senoras live upstairs with four
daughters. The girls are “‘scavengers,”
gathering most of the food the family
eats.

“Last night they collected these
rotten grapes and we ate them. We
had a nice supper,” Senora says with
a laugh, white teeth flashing against
tanned skin. “The Lord provides, then
we eat. If the Lord doesn’t provide,
then we don’t eat.”

Mrs. Senora quickly adds: “If
there’s food, we thank him. If there’s
none, we still thank him.”

The family sacrifices a lot to serve
God here. Their food is rancid. The air
is not fit to breathe. The water is pol-
luted. One family member or another
is sick most of the time.

Most Christians wouldn’t under-
stand their commitment to stay. But
they believe God brought them to
Smoky Mountain for this work.

Besides, others aren’t exactly
standing in line.

The miserable conditions on
Smoky Mountain periodically force
the government to relocate the people.
But the dump remains and many resi-
dents find the way back.

Co-Worker church has lost, or
gained, many members—depending
on how you look at it—to these relo-
cation schemes. Relocated church
members have started churches in five
resettlement areas.

Today Co-Worker counts more
than 600 members meeting every
Sunday in six locations. The smallest
congregation, averaging 20 members,
meets at Smoky Mountain. Senora of-
ten travels to the other sites to preach

and train lay leaders.

Senora is determined to do some-
thing about the misery on Smoky
Mountain. He pulls a picture from a
worn family album. It shows Co-
Worker Baptist Church standing un-
touched among the rubble left when
bulldozers leveled shanties in the gov-
ermnment’s latest relocation scheme.

The church was left, the pastor ex-
plains, because the tiny Baptist con-
gregation actually owns Smoky
Mountain. Reading the biblical book
of Joshua one day, Senora realized
God owns the land, not individuals or
governments. He surmised the church
should possess this tract of land, just
as the Israelites possessed Canaan.

Untrained in legal matters, he set
out to make it happen. He learned who

legally owned the land, went to the
man and asked for the deed. The own-
er signed it over, so the church has
clear title to the property.

Senora wants to parcel out the land
among the squatters. He dreams of a
Christian community someday stand-
ing where the dump is now. Of course,
land development takes money and
Senora doesn’t have any.

Still, he prays the dump will move
and a town will spring up in its place.

When asked if that means he plans
to stay, Senora confides tongue-in-
cheek: “No, I ‘plan’ to live in Ameri-
ca and pastor a church there or any-
where else outside the Philippines.
But since God’s called us here, we’ll
continue to adapt ourselves to- this
place.”

CUMBERLAND COLLEGE

1992 First Annual Pastor / Staff and Family Conference

Single $25 - includes

Encouragement
Motivation & Inspiration

Br. DL, Lowrie

two nights lodging and meals

Sponsored by the Church Relations Board

Music with a Mission

to Families

W o
Bruce & Brenda Jackson
with Brittany & Brent
from Nashville, TN

July 20 - 22

For Registration Information Call by June
Alan Coppocl_é, Director Church Relations 1-800-343-1609

Family $35 - includes

two nights lodging for up to
five and meals

Biblical Teaching

Dr. David Perkins

s

bl e @
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CLASSIFIED ADS

AVAILABLE: Roger Cowen, music
evangelist. Call for booking revival
and concert dates. Opening for sum-
mer and fall 1992. (502) 267-7247
leave message. ,

ATTENTION: If you are doing busi-
ness with National Church Publica-
tions of Elizabethton, Tenn., please
contact Jim Clontz, (502) 267-9108
evenings, (502) 245-4101 weekdays.

FOR SALE: Wurlitzer organ, four
families of organ tones, $500. 429-
8825

NEEDED: Emergency Assistance
Coordinator; M.S.W.; experience pre-
ferred. Provide direct client services,
community ministry, supervise large
volunteer staff. $17,000-$19,000 plus
health. Resumé 6-5-92 to P.O. Box
43049, Louisville, Ky. 40253.

FOR SALE: 1992 Dodge 15-passen-
ger van, dual air, balance of factory
warranty. $6,000 off new. Frankfort
Chrysler, 1-800-289-8223.

FOR SALE: Pews and pulpit furni-
ture, all in good condition. Available

 August 1992. Call (513) 474-2441.

MAIN STREET Tony and An-
ita Senora stroll down the
main street in Smoky Moun-
tain, Manila’s largest dump
and home to more than
20,000 people. Most Chris-
tians wouldn’t understand
their commitment to live
among and minister to these
people. But they believe God
brought them to Smoky
Mountain for a purpose. (BP
photo by Joanna Pinneo)
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KENTUCKY KERNELS

Georgetown College is
the oldest Baptist school
in Kentucky. Founded as
Rittenhouse Academy in

1798, the name was
changed to Georgetown
College in 1829.

PEOPLE

Mountains to the Mississippi

B COLUMBIA—Cane Valley
Church has begun a building program
for additions and renovations to the
existing facility.

B CONWAY—Conway Church
called Kale Conner as pastor.

B DRY RIDGE—Former members,
former staff members and friends of
Dry Ridge Church are invited to join
the church for its 175th anniversary
celebration July 10-12.

B EDMONTON—LIloyd Britt is
pastor of Leatherwood Church. He
previously served as pastor of Beech
Grove Church in Glasgow.

B FRANKLIN—Ralph Perdue is
pastor of New Middle Fork Church.
B GEORGETOWN—David DeW-

* itt, native of Owenton, has joined the

Georgetown College staff as an ad-
missions counselor.

B LAWRENCEBURG—Lydia and
Asa Greear, missionaries to the Ivo-
ry Coast, have returned to Kentucky
on medical leave due to an undiag-
nosed medical ailment of Mrs. Greear.
They are furloughing at 113 N. Main,
Lawrenceburg, Ky. 40342.

B LEXINGTON—Calvary Church
called Philip Brannan as minister to
single adults. He previously served in
a similar position at Wieuca Road
Church in Atlanta.

B LOUISVILLE—Rob Nash an-
nounced his resignation as pastor of
Buechel Park Church. He has accept-
ed a position as religion professor at

Judson College in Alabama.

East Church celebrates its 150th
anniversary May 31.

First Korean Church celebrated 10
years with its pastor, Pyung Ok Lee.

Lee’s Lane Church called C. Alan
McCutchen as associate pastor. He
will serve in the areas of music, youth
and children.
B MAYSVILLE—Central Church
called Milford Stanley as pastor. He
is a graduate of Clear Creek Baptist
Bible College and most recently
served at Grace Church in Doe Run,
Ga.
B MT. VERNON—Clyde Burdette
is pastor of Roundstone Church.
B MYRA—Ed Vallowe was guest
evangelist for revival services at Faith
Mission.
B SHEPHERDSVILLE—Frank
Kuriger is pastor of Shepherdsville
Chapel.
B STANTON—Stanton Church
called Jeff Crawford as minister of
youth.
B STONE MOUNTAIN, Ga.—].
Edward Cunningham, Kentucky
native, has retired as a bi-vocational
minister. He served as pastor of Sec-
ond Twelve Mile Church in Butler
and Reid Village Church in Mt. Ster-
ling before moving to Georgia.
B TAYLORSVILLE—]Jeffery Mc-
Carty is pastor of Little Union
Church. He previously served as pas-
tor of Gratz Church in Gratz.

Hays

Stewart Whitaker

Kelly

Baker

6 Kentuckians earn seminary degrees

Six Kentuckians received degrees
from Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary and Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary this month.

From Southwestern, in Fort
Worth, Texas, Steven Ray Evans of
Lexington received the master of mu-
sic degree, Michael Kevin Hays of
Danville received the master of divin-
ity degree, Bobby Jay Kelly of Mid-
dlesboro received the master of divin-
ity degree with biblical languages,

Robert Byron Stewart of Williams-
burg received the master of divinity
degree with biblical languages and
Stephen Lane Whitaker of Mayking
received the master of divinity degree
with biblical languages.

At Midwestern, in Kansas City,
Mo., Larry Baker received the doctor
of ministry degree. Baker is a Rus-
sellville native currently serving as
‘pastor of First Baptist Church in
Buckner, Mo.

For those worthy of praise

By the time you read this, our 1992 class of
71 girls and boys will have already received their
diplomas on Sunday, May 17.

Our faculty met recently in a six-hour meet-

colm Armett of Henderson, who had just died.
Two of our piano students played and our band
gave its last performance of the year. Those who
have excelled in art, middle and high school aca-

ing ending at midnight to choose the commence-
ment honors. This is done by secret ballot after
detailed discussion. Each name of every enrolled

student is presented so that no one is inadvertent-

ly overlooked. A student is chosen from each
grade starting in the sixth deemed to have made
the most progress during the year. This is always
a thrilling meeting as we focus on the mental,
emotional and spiritual growth of the more than

530 in our care with the emphasis on
those whose growth has been excep-
tional. Also honored at commence-
ment is the student of each grade hav-
ing the highest grade-point average.
We choose a senior citizenship hon-
oree and our school’s highest honor,
the Evans trophy.

But before graduation day, there
are four special honors assemblies in
the preceding two weeks.

The first honors those who have
been faithful in our student work pro-
gram 13 and one-half hour§ weekly
cleaning, helping prepare meals,

washing dishes, doing farm, garden and green-
house work, mowing lawns, working with the
recycling program, tutoring in various student
shops, including the crafts program. The theme
is “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
your might!” Our students are taught daily that
work is not a dirty four-letter word. Many hours

Barkley

Moore

go into the selection of those worthy of being rec-

ognized, into the printing and signing of beauti-
ful certificates in our print shop. Those honored
are treated to all the ice cream they can eat with

every topping imaginable. They love it! I love it!
The second assembly was dedicated to the

memory of a lifelong Oneida friend, artist Mal-

demic competition, middle and high school choir
and band, and in piano were recognized one by
one with plaques and certificates.

Then followed a special day honoring aca-
demic excellence. On this particular day we hon-
or the top student of every class taught during the
school year. This involves scores of students be-
ing recognized rather than just one from each
grade with the highest grade point that is recog-

ONEIDA
JOURNAL

nized on graduation day. Each teach-
er presents his or her own awards.

Also, -our dorm houseparents
present awards for “cleanest rooms”
in the four dorms and for their dorm
residents who have made the “great-
est progress” in dorm living during the
year—attitude, cleanliness, etc.

The last assembly is that recogniz-
ing our athletes of the spring sports
season. We save this for last because
spring sports continue for a week or
so after our school year ends depend-
ing on how well and how far our ath-
letes go in the various levels of tour-

naments. We always have some in state tourna-
ments in the fall, winter and spring seasons. Hon-
ored in spring sports are the boys’ and girls’ track
and field teams, boys’ and girls’ tennis teams (in
which we have had some real standout perfor-
mances this year), boys’ baseball and girls’ soft-
ball teams.

While all these end-of-year events are taking
place, the daily routine goes on: classes, term
papers, preparing for exams, sports events, wor-
ship, chores, three meals a day.

Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Paid Column

The first time I met Danny
King, he responded, “Yes, I’m the
student with five children.” The
family moved to campus from
LaFollette, Tenn. The largest cam-
pus residence was the former pres-
ident’s home which was empty at
the time. We thought the family
might feel isolated since the house
is not in the student housing area.

Danny remarked, “The kids
made the transition for us so easy,
and our short time here has been
so enjoyable because
the kids liked it so
much. Sharon didn’t
mind too much the add-
ed time it took to
drive to her Tennes-
see teaching job. Her
love, support and
prayers have made it
easy for us to do what
God wanted.”

Some of the
Kings’ fondest mem-

King family

Father of five graduates from Clear Creek

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

could play basketball at the FLC
with Young Disciples. Sarepta, 8,
discovered she could have friends
back home in Tennessee and a
whole new set here also. Twins
Thaddeus and Mary, 6, will proba-
bly never forget the children’s cen-
ter and the friends they had there.
It was such a good place for them
before starting public school.
We’re thankful for the love and
care the staff gives the children.”

The past two years Danny as-
sisted his pastor with
the largest vacation Bi-
ble school in their asso-
ciation. The church has
baptized the most in
30 years, including
all five of the King
children.

Danny said, “Our
experience at Clear
Creek has been one
God opened up for us
when he knew we

ories have come in
family walks down the old railroad
track and through the tunnel.

The children also had a chance
to learn in the family life center
pool. The entire family is grateful
to fellow students and swimming
instructors Bill Dawson and Ken
Harrell.

The Kings have seen areas of
growth in each of the children.
“Jeremiah, 14, had a significant
academic improvement and in-
creased interest in sports. Zachari-
ah, 13, was challenged at school in
the academic hour and learned he

Paid Column

were ready and was
full of memories not to mention a
little hard work. Even though we
were not far from home, when we
leave Clear Creek, we will miss it
the most.”

At commencement, May 8,
Danny received his bachelor of
arts. The family moves this sum-
mer to Fort Worth, Texas, where
he will work toward a master of
divinity at Southwestern Semi-
nary. '

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977
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Cuban grows from troublemaker to leader

By Mary Speidel
SBC Foreign Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Leoncio
Veguilla once tossed a snake at the
pulpit of Cuba’s Regla Baptist
Church.

Little did Veguilla know the
preacher would help change his life
and that one day Veguilla would be-
come leader of Cuban Baptists.

Veguilla was growing up in Regla,
a fishing village across the bay from
the Cuban capital, Havana. Often
when he passed by the local Baptist
church he enjoyed disrupting services
led by the late Herbert Caudill. Caud-
ill and his wife, Marjorie, were South-
ern Baptist home missionaries in
Cuba at the time.

Caudill threatened to take him to
the police, but Veguilla promised to
reform. He began attending church
activities.

The missionary gave him his first
Bible. “He taught me Isaiah 53:6, the
first verse I learned:  All we like sheep
have gone astray ...,”” recalled Veguil-
la, now a pastor and leader of the Bap-
tist Convention of Western Cuba.

He later accepted Christ as Savior
at a Royal Ambassador meeting for
boys led by Caudill. Atage 15, he was
baptized a member of Regla Baptist
Church.

Veguilla recalled his early Baptist

roots during a May visit to the South-
em Baptist Foreign Mission Board in
Richmond, Va.

Now 61, Veguilla survived some
trying times in his nearly 40 years as a
Cuban Baptist pastor and leader.

Perhaps the most difficult: the
nearly four years he spent as a prison-
er of the Cuban government. He was
one of about 50 Cuban Baptist leaders
imprisoned in 1965 on various politi-
cal charges.

Caudill and his son-in-law, home
missionary David Fite, also were
among the group.

During his first few months in pris-
on, Veguilla lost 50 pounds. But he
never lost hope.

Veguilla was held in the same jail
as seven other Baptist leaders. Every
day they gathered to sing and pray.
They held weekly worship services
for the other inmates. They later di-
vided into small worship groups led
by the pastors. Many prisoners be-
came believers in Christ, Veguilla
said.

Eventually all the Baptist pastors
and missionaries were released.
Veguilla, who had been sentenced to
nine years, was freed in late 1968.

Early the next year, the Caudills
and Fites left Cuba—the last of the
Southern Baptist missionaries to evac-
uate the country. That same year
Veguilla became pastor of Havana’s

Cerro Baptist Church, where he still
serves.

‘For the past 20 years Veguilla has
taught at the Baptist seminary. He also
has held almost every leadership role
in the convention, including president,
Royal Ambassador director, religious
education director and founder and
president of the historical commis-
sion. Each summer he works at the
Baptist camp near Yumuri.

Most recently Veguilla was elect-
ed general secretary at the western
convention’s annual meeting in Ha-
vana.

Messengers also unanimously ap-
proved a new foreign missions offer-
ing in honor of the Caudills, whom
Veguilla says were like parents to
him. The offering will be collected
each December.

Veguilla estimated the conven-
tion’s 106 churches now have about
7,700 members. They are led by 55
pastors and 15 lay pastors.

Cuban Baptists in those churches
are seeing one of the greatest opportu-

‘nities to share the gospel in many

years, Veguilla said.

“Many (non-Christians) are say-
ing, ‘You have the same things we
have. What makes you so happy?’”’ he
related. “We say it’s because we are
Christians. They ask, “What’s a Chris-
tian?” And we have the opportunity to
preach.”

Evangelism goal of soccer-playing missionary

By Wally Poor
SBC Foreign Mission Board

COLONIA, Uruguay (BP)—The
goalkeeper of the Juventud Soccer
Club puzzles his Uruguayan team-
mates.

“You’re obviously a man. You
play football (soccer) well. Yet you
don’t run around on your wife. You
don’t drink. You don’t smoke. What
makes you so different?” a teammate
asked John Prim, a player for one of
the principal soccer clubs in Colonia,
Uruguay.

Such questions give Prim, a 37-
year-old Southern Baptist missionary
in Uruguay, an opportunity to explain
the difference Jesus Christ makes in
his life.

Prim, from San Diego, Calif., is a
celebrity in Colonia, a city of 20,000
across the Plata River from Buenos
Aires, the capital of Argentina. “I
can’t go downtown without having
people waving at me and greeting
me,” Prim said.

Prim’s soccer days go back to high
school in San Diego when his best
friend got him interested in the sport.

Prim later played soccer at the Uni-
versity of California at San Diego. He
was chosen All Cal goalkeeper in
1974. '

During his senior year in college,
university officials told Prim, a phys-
ics major, he could not return because
of a low grade average. “I was just
goofing off instead of actually going
to college,” recalled Prim, who later
earned degrees from California State
University in Fullerton and Golden
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary in
Mill Valley, Calif.

About the same time, he joined a
rock group called Harlequin as a vo-

calist. One group member was a
Christian who shared his faith with
Prim.

“He dared me to read the Bible,”
Prim recounted, “so finally I said,
‘OK, I'm going to read it and show
you all its errors.’”

During the next year Prim accept-
ed Christ as Savior. He was playing
soccer in San Diego’s city leagues at
the time. After becoming a Christian,
he began playing with Campus Cru-
sade for Christ’s Athletes in Action.

His big break as an athlete came in
1981 when he was invited to play pro-
fessional scccer with the Memphis
Americans. But after praying about it
he declined the offer because he felt
God was calling him into full-time
ministry. :

Prim worked there until he and his
wife, Karen, were appointed mission-
aries by the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board in 1989.

Prim kept up his soccer skills after
arriving on the mission field. During
ayear of language study in Costa Rica
he played practice games with some
of that country’s soccer teams.

And when it comes to soccer, Prim
couldn’t have gone to a better nation
than Uruguay. Soccer, pl.yed year-
round, is Uruguay’s most popular
sport.

After the Prims and their three
children arrived in Uruguay in August
1990, fellow missionary Charles
Swanner of Edenton, N.C., suggested
Prim contact Julio Aragusto, trainer
for the Juventud club in Colonia.

Prim asked Aragusto if he could
practice with the Uruguayan team.
“He said I could, more out of curiosi-
ty to see whata ‘gringo’ could do than
anything, I think,” Prim said.

But after the team’s coach saw
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Prim play, his curiosity turned into
intense interest. He asked Prim to play
for his team. Since then Prim has used
his knowledge of soccer as a “bridge”
to fellow players.

When teammates ask Prim why
he’s in Uruguay, he doesn’t use the
word “missionary.” That’s because of
the negative image some Uruguayans
have of missionaries from another re-
ligious group there, Prim explained.

“Rather, I tell them I've come to
help in the churches,” said Prim, a
church planter.

So far, none of Prim’s teammates
have accepted his invitation to attend
the Baptist church in Colonia. But ev-
eryday situations give him the chance
to share his faith.

Prim told about a team dinner
when all the players were drinking
wine except him. “One of the players
asked me if we (Baptists) taught that
the wine is the blood of Christ, like the
(Roman) Catholic Church does. This
gave me a chance to explain the sig-
nificance of Christ’s death on the
cross.”

However, Prim finds the most ef-
fective way to share his faith is one-
on-one rather than talking to the
whole team.

“The Uruguayan soccer player is

- very macho,” Prim said. “In a group

he doesn’t want to show the interest
he has (in spiritual matters) but one-
on-one he opens up.” g
How have Baptist church members
reacted to a missionary soccer player?
Some people had reservations at
first, Prim conceded. One woman told
him she was shocked at first that a
missionary would be out playing soc-
cer on Sunday, when most of the
games are played. “But now I can see

it’s a good thing,” she conceded.

FORMER HECKLER Leoncio
Veguilla used to try to dis-
rupt worship at a Baptist
church in Cuba. But today,
he is a Christian and leader
of the Baptist Convention of
Western Cuba. (BP photo by
Don Rutledge)

Playing soccer
gives missionary
John Prim
opportunities to
share the gospel in
Uruguay.




Pastor Thompson
considers all the

neighborhood’s
residents part of

his flock, even Mr.

Willie, the
neighborhood drug
hack.

ON THE GO George Russ,
associate director of evan-
gelism for the Baptist Con-
vention of New York, leaves
a church in Harlem, N.Y.
One of his primary jobs is to
help the ethnically diverse
Metropolitan New York Bap-
tist Association grow new
churches. Russ’ inner city
work is supported by the
Southern Baptist Home Mis-
sion Board. (BP photo by
Ken Touchton)
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Philadelphia pastor looks for lost souls in the night

By Ralph Cipriano
Philadelphia Inquirer -

PHILADELPHIA (ABP)—The
350-pound Baptist preacher plops a
Stetson fedora on his close-cropped
head, stuffs his size-60 bulk into a
skimpy windbreaker, and heads out
into the night. '

“Well looks like busmess isin ses-
sion,” the pastor says. On the streets
surrounding El Shaddai Baptist
Church in North Philadelphia, four
prostitutes are looking for work.

Pastor Joe Thompson heads
straight for a woman in a long denim
jacket, gold crescent earrings and
white bobby sox. She’s standing in
front of the pastor’s church.

But not for long.

The “bobby-soxer,” as the pastor
calls her, sees the preacher trudging
toward her, so she crosses the street.
Now she’s standing in front of a stone
entranceway to' Fairmount Park, do-
ing her best to look the other way. It’s
10-0’clock on a weekday night, and
men are driving slowly through the
park with their headlights turned off.

“It’s almost like a hunt,” the pastor
says. “There’s the hunters and the
guys who want to be hunted.”

The night shift has just begun for

Pastor Thompson, who himself is out
hunting—for lost souls. The Southern
Baptist preacher isn’t content to just
talk about Jesus on Sunday to his
small congregation of 50.

Pastor Thompson: considers all the
neighborhood’s: residents part of his
flock, even Mr. Willie, the neighbor-
hood drug hack. And the pastor tries
to'minister to all the people’s needs.

Every Tuesday morning, he holds
a “bread ministry service,” where he
says prayers for the needy. Then he

_passes out free loaves of bread, cans

of chili and winter coats to grandmas
and prostitutes, children and junkies,
the homeless and jobless. The minis-
try is supported in part with funds
from the Southern Baptist Home Mis-
sion Board.

Day and night, Thompson coun-
sels troubled souls like Mike Graves,
who used to be a drug addict and now
is a singer in the church choir.

But his most thankless job is pros-
elytizing the prostitutes, for whom he
feels particular sympathy.

“It’s a tough life, going from house
to house, man to man,” the pastor
says. “How long can you last? I see
them as potential graveyard residents.
That’s where they're headed.”

One who ended up there was Lin-

da. Two years ago, while the pastor
was trying to get her off the streets,
Linda was found beaten to death in an
abandoned house across the street
from the church.

As cars drive by the church, the
male occupants slow down when they
see the hookers. They step on the gas
when they see the pastor. “As long as
I’m here, they keep moving.”

Thompson is a former lead singer
and harmonica player for a Philadel-
phia rhythm-and-blues band. For 25
years, he worked as a security-officer
at the Federal Reserve Bank, then re-
tired on disability in 1990.

Over the years, he’s attended night
and Bible schools, and worked a num-
ber of second jobs, including a stint as
a chemist at the city morgue. He’s
been an ordained minister since 1968.

Thompson’s church has been at its
location since 1985. When the church
opened, the prostitutes worked right
under the church hedges. “I used to
pick panties off the doorknob,” the
pastor says. Then he put up a fence.

The pastor isn’t a one-man cru-
sade. He has a supporting cast, start-
ing with Miss Lill—Lillie Murrell—
who plays the piano at every Tuesday
service.

Miss Lill, 69, is retired from her

nursing job at a local children’s hos-
pital. She has a look of infinite kind-
ness, and can’t help but get involved.

Last year, the pastor talked two
prostitutes into getting off the comer.
They moved in with Miss Lill.

“It was a beautiful experience for
me,” Miss Lill says. “You could see
they were searching for help, for shel-
ter, for somebody to love.”

The pastor got the two women jobs
in a bakery and a school cafeteria. But
it didn’t work out. The women left
and returned to the streets.

“It hurt me, but I understand,” Lil-
lie Murrell said. “I don’t feel it was in
vain because I know they’ll never for-
getit.”

The pastor has had his failures.
Michael Graves is one of his success-
es.

Graves, 33, is an Army veteran
who got hooked on crack. The pastor
got Graves hooked on his Wednesday
night Bible class.

“I was trying to kill myself,” said
Graves. “Thank God Pastor was here
to talk to me. Sometimes, a man needs
a man to talk to.”

Now Graves is a plumber’s assis-
tant. He recites biblical passages from
memory and sings tenor in the Sun-
day choir.

Chicago church helps homeless mentally ill

By Louis Moore
SBC Christian Life Commission

CHICAGO (BP)—The elderly
woman spotted pastor Jim Queen as
soon as he stepped out of Uptown
Baptist Church’s side door. Taking
him by the arm and putting her deeply
furrowed face in front of his, the
woman began to tell Queen about the
abuses she has suffered while living
on Chicago’s streets, including rob-
beries and a rape.

After Queen listened patiently for
a few minutes, he instructed the wom-
an to go inside the church for food and
other aid.

As he walked away, Queen told a
visitor the rape the woman cited hap-
pened much earlier, even though the
toothless woman talked asifithadj _]llSt

:'Meet needs to chanye gany membetsz

. FORT WORTH Texas (BP)—
~ Ministers must meet the needs of
.gang members before behavior can -
~ change, the director of a gang pre— -

_vention program said.

- Luis Llerenalr., coordinator of .
. the Dallas Parks and Recreation
; Department s juvenile gang inter-

- vention program and an ordained

minister, spoke Youth Ministry

Lab at Southwestern Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary in Fort V«orch, j

. Texas

' is causing the behavior,” he said.
“A kid comes into your youth min-
_ istry and he’s carrying a gun.

~ gun or carrying a knife ... usually

there’s a gang afterthem, there sa
_ .contract on them, there s some— _ isthe pl
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. “Don’t expect the behavmr to :
_ :vchangeuntllyoumeettheneedthat-

doors to gang kids and change fear

o faith, ”Uerena said. “The church .

thmg going down.”
Building relationships also isa

'fundamental part of gang ministry,

Llerena said. “If you don’t know

your homeboy S name, he’s not -

going to listen to you. Don’t de-

‘mand respect. You can’t do that,
I,WIth gang members.”

~ He said churches often worry .

v about the bad influence gang mem-
 bers might have on other youth in -

the church.

“If those. ‘badseedklds axeout'z; :

there instead of in here, they’re a"

lot more of a problcm for you,”
~ Llerena said. “He’s goingtobe a

 lot safer for the neighborhood and
_your church if he’s in with you.
~ There’s a reason he’s carrying a

- “The church' must open its

occurred. Inside the church a few min-
utes later, another woman was wait-
ing to tell Queen about how someone
was paying $500,000 to $1 million to
force her to stay at a nearby halfway
house.

As he patiently listened, his
words—*T know, I know”—signaled
the dozens of times he already had
heard the story from the woman.

Even though it can be found in all
strata of society studies indicate the
problem of mental illness intermin-
gles with homelessness, alcoholism
and drug abuse.

Studies show as many as one in
five of the homeless are people who
20 or so years ago would have been in
state-run mental health facilities. The

early discharge programs of the past -

two decades have emptied these insti-
tutions, often onto the streets. In theo-
ry the early release programs were
supposed to equip the mentally ill
with new medications to control their
symptoms. But once released, many
have refused to take their medications
and have lacked family support to
monitor and provide for their care.

Ministry experts say churches have
enough difficulty knowing how to re-
spond to mental illness when its un-
usual thought patterns and bizarre be-
havior patterns confront them in sani-
tized suburban churches, but the issue
becomes an even bigger challenge for
Christians working with the homeless
mentally ill.

Experts and casual observers alike
say churches tend to score low in re-
sponding to the needs of the mentally
ill. But Uptown Baptist Church in
Chicago is often cited as an example
of how a church can minister effec-
tively to the homeless mentally ill.

The church is situated in the heart
of Chicago’s highest concentration of
homeless. Once a popular, affluent

Chicago resort area, Uptown today is
aracially mixed neighborhood of gov-
ernment-subsidized apartments, high
unemployment and high crime rates.

An estimated 100,000 people live
in the high-rise apartments within a
10-square-block area around the
church. The 1980 census classified 10
percent of the Uptown population as
mentally handicapped, meaning they
have either a low IQ or are emotional-
ly troubled.

Spearheading Uptown’s ministry
with the homeless mentally ill is
Michael Dunton, a US-2 missionary
appointed by the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board.

The church’s ministries to the
homeless do not differentiate between
the mentally retarded, the mentally ill,
the addicted and those who are home-
less because of other reasons such as
job loss and family abuse.

One Bible class Dunton teaches on
Tuesday mornings includes people
with low IQs and several in the throes
of mental illness. He has become ac-
customed to unusual behavior in the
class such as one member who re-
peats, like an echo, almost everything
he or anybody else in class says.

All the church’s programs and
worship services are open to every-
one, including the homeless mentally
ill, but the church provides a special
worship service for all its neighbors,
including the homeless, once a month
on Saturday nights. Between 150 and
300 regularly attend the “Saturday
Night Praise Service.”

Seck Abykane, who came to
America from Kenya and later was in-
stitutionalized in Chicago, says, “This -
(Saturday night) service is very en-
couraging. It increases my faith and
gives me encouragement to live for
God. “I feel welcome here. I feel ac-
cept



