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FOR THE RECORD

~ Good news

After several years of
decline, the number of
applicants for Southern
Baptists’ national student
summer missions
program increased this
year. See page 2.

Racial dialogue

A group of black and
white Baptists gathered
in Louisville to discuss
racial issues, but most
participants said they're
ready to stop talking and
see some positive action.
See page 3.

Just the facts

Recently released data
from the 1990 census
paints a picture of
Kentucky's lifestyle and
needs. See page 3.

Editorial

Poverty still plagues
Kentucky, but Baptists
can make a difference
locally. See page 5.

Bible & law
The U.S. Supreme Court
declined to change the

ruling of a lower court

that a man’s death
sentence should be
overturned because the

prosecution based its ’

request for the death
penalty on a biblical
reference. See page 6.

Robertson buys UPI
Televangelist Pat
Robertson plans to buy
United Press
International, the
worldwide news service
plagued by financial
problems. See page 6.
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LOOK AGAIN /7 you thought you couldn’t be surprised by any new developments in the
former Soviet Union, look again. This amazing structure is a church building under con-
struction inside the walls of a prison. And it’s being built by the prisoners. Students from
St. Petersburg Theological Academy, under the leadership of a Disciples of Christ mis-
sion intern from Indianapolis, have been developing a prison ministry at Metalstroika
Prison. An outgrowth of their work is that the prisoners volunteered to build this struc-
ture. Their work goes on with the blessing of the Russian Orthodox Church. (RNS photo)

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Russians still need food boxes

from Kentucky Baptists, state Broth-
erhood leaders said.

Meanwhile, one Kentuckian has
returned from volunteer work in Mos-

ports that 20 percent of children in or-
phanages in the former Soviet Union
are there because their families can’t
feed them. :

At the time Sloan was in Moscow,
efforts centered on repackaging bulk
foods provided through government
channels. Now, Project Brotherhood’s

cow, while another is on

emphasis is shifting to

his way there to help in More on page 9: the collection, shipping
the Project Brotherhood M Russian Orthodox and distribution of food
effort. church wants building  boxes prepared by Bap-

Mike Sloan, a mem-  Baptists renovated tists in the United States.
ber of First Baptist BFMB’s Green Alert _ The state Brother-
Church in Hindman and  ghapes new strategies  hood office is collecting

owner of a chain of gro-
cery stores in Eastern

for ministry in former
Soviet Union

the food boxes from
Kentucky churches for

Kentucky, said the ur-
gent need for food in Russia has not
been exaggerated.

Sloan spent two weeks this spring
working in a Moscow warehouse re-
packaging bulk foods into smaller
quantities for later distribution. He
was part of the third Southern Baptist
group to arrive in Moscow for Project
Brotherhood.

James Tucker, a member of First
Baptist Church in Madisonville, is
scheduled to work in Moscow this
month.

Project Brotherhood is an effort
directed by the national Brotherhood
Commission at the request of the Bap-
tist World Alliance. It involves the
distribution of food and medical sup-
plies and opportunities for personal
evangelism by Baptist volunteers.
The Brotherhood Commission re-

Family time beats prime time, experts say

It’s time for parents to give the
television time off from babysitting
and start spending more personal time
with their children, experts in family
and pediatric issues agree.

“Personal involvement is what
kids are looking for,” said Susan
Lockwood Summers, who teaches a
graduate course for educators on how
media affects children. “They may fill
their time with hours of electronic
media, but it will never be as signifi-
cant as one human being offering time
with a child.”

And although watching television
may be an easy way to bring the fam-
ily together, “having a healthy family
takes effort,” added John Lepper, di-
rector of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s family ministry department.

“Just because you’re in the same
room with your family watching tele-
vision doesn’t mean you’re spending
quality time together,” he said.

Even educational programming
needs the supplement of family inter-
action, said Dr. Shawn Taylor, chair-
woman of the pediatrics department at
Central Baptist Hospital in Lexington.

“It’s important to recognize educa-
tion programs are a supplement to, but
not a substitute for, the family teach-
ing that occurs,” she explained. “The
family should be the No. 1 influence
on the child. Whether we want it to be
or not, the television is probably sec-
ond.”

Television often becomes the No.
1 influence on children “not because
of kids but because of parents,” added
Summers, who works as a library me-

Television & children

All in the

family

More on page 7:

M 2 new studies warn of TV's
dangers for children

B Experts' advice: Set TV limits, help
children understand

@ Quayle's Murphy Brown comments
give-birth to national flap

dia specialist for an elementary school
in Littleton, Colo.

“Parents allow television to be-
come a mainstay in kids’ lives,” she
said. “They don’t do it on purpose and
they don’t do it with any harmful rea-
soning. It just happens very quietly
and very insidiously.

“And I think it’s time parents took
back the family time.”

But doing that is not an easy task,
the experts admit.

“It’s as difficult and simple as
making decisions and setting limits,”
Lepper said.

One easy way to make a difference
is to turn off the TV during mealtimes,
Lepper said. He advises all families to
establish a practice of never letting

television drown out dinnertime con-
versation.

But Lepper also cautions families
against reacting too far in the opposite
direction.

“I don’t think families need to nev-
er watch television,” he said. “It’s not
realistic to say we’re going to shut it
down.”

Television has become a “center of
society,” Taylor added. “If you don’t

_have any association with television it

will change some of your kids’ per-
spective on society, their interactions
with other kids.”

There are many good things to see
on television, Lepper explained.
“There need to be some limits, and
each family needs to set those limits.”

Lepper and others believe those
limits should include restrictions on
the amount of time spent watching
television and on the types of pro-
grams watched.

Television watching by children
has gotten so out of control that by the
time the typical child heads off to kin-
dergarten, he or she has watched up to
7,000 hours of television, Summers
said.

Parents must reset their priorities
and remember why they had children
in the first place, she said. “Did we
have a kid so that kid would be the
first American to have 50,000 hours
of telev1s1on time in a lifetime? Prob-

ably not.”

Written by News Director Mark Wing-
field with additional reporting by Lacy
Thompson of the Louisiana Baptist Mes-
sage through Associated Baptist Press.

shipment to the Com-
monwealth of Independent States,
where they will be given to families
in need of food.

Each 36-pound box must include
specific items, which can be pur-
chased for about $40:

1 5 pounds flour.

I 5 pounds sugar.

B 5 pounds pasta.

B 5 pounds rice.

I 5 pounds canned meat.

1 5 pounds powdered milk.

l 2 pounds cooking oil.

B 1 pound dehydrated soups.

B 1 pound chocolate bars.

§ 1 pound tea.

B 1 pound dehydrated fruit juice.

The food must be packed in stan-
dard moving boxes measuring 16 1/2
inches by 12 1/2 inches by 12 1/2
O See Food boxes needed ..., page 9



BAPTISTS

BAPTIST BITS

I A voter-registration
drive has been launched
among Southern Baptists
by the denomination’s
Christian Life
Commission. The CLC
has mailed a “Christian
Citizen Awareness
Guide” to all Southern
Baptist Convention
churches, and has
produced a new “Citizen
Christian Awareness
Campaign Manual”
which tells how local
churches can organize
voter registration
campaigns.

B Cooperative Program
unified budget gifts
received by the Southern
Baptist Convention’s
Executive Committee fell
nearly 14 percent last
month compared to
receipts for May 1991.
The May 1992 total was
$10.68 million,
compared to $12.42
million the previous May.
For the year, CP gifts are
running 3.39 percent
behind last year.

M An anti-hunger
convocation has been
scheduled for May 6-8,
1993, by five Southern
Baptist Convention
agencies. A news release
from the SBC Christian
Life Commission said the
convocation “should lay
to rest unfounded
rumors the new
conservative leadership
in the convention is not
interested in the world’s

hungry.”

B The mother of
national Woman’s
Missionary Union

President Carolyn Miller,
Gladys Hales Downes of
Huntsville, Ala., died
June 3 after an extended
iliness. Funeral services
were to be held June 5,
two days before Miller
was scheduled to preside
at the WMU annual
meeting in Indianapolis.

B The Southern Baptist
Communicator, the latest
in a series of newspapers

promoting the
conservative movement
in the Southern Baptist
Convention, has ceased
publication due to
dwindling subscriptions
and reader “apathy,”
according to the
publication’s editor.

Student missionaries increase nationwide

NASHVILLE (BP)—After sever-
al years of decline, the number of ap-
plications for Southern Baptists’ stu-
dent summer missions program in-
creased by 87 this year.

That report from Van Simmons,
associate director of short-term volun-
teers at the Home Mission Board,
highlighted a meeting of the denomi-
nation’s Student Ministry Advisory
Group last month in Nashville. As of
May 8, Simmons said, 913 students
had applied and been approved as ei-
ther HMB- or BSU-paid summer mis-
sionaries for 1992, up from 826 last
year.

Simmons, who only last summer
had expressed concern about a “dis-
turbing drop” in student missions ap-
plications, said he was encouraged by
this year’s increase.

More good news came from Helen

SBC departure small, Hewett

VIENNA, Va. (ABP)—The frag-
mentation of the Southern Baptist
Convention may be smaller than ear-
lier predictions indicated, leaders of
two moderate Baptist groups recently
told a Virginia audience.

John Hewett, outgoing moderator
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship, and Stan Hastey, executive di-
rector of the Alliance of Baptists, re-
cently told the Virginia chapter of the
Alliance that the future of the SBC
and its fledgling offshoots will be de-
termined at the local church level.

“We could call a so-called consti-
tutional convention and say, ‘Come

Wood, associate director of the For-
eign Mission Board’s international
service department, who reported stu-
dent participation in overseas mis-
sions will reach an all-time high this
year. Wood said the FMB has ap-
proved 250 students as semester and
summer missionaries for 1992—al-
most double last year’s total of 130.

“We’ve never had a problem get-
ting enough applications from stu-
dents; our problem has been getting
requests (for students) from the field,”
Wood said. While she had no one ex-
planation for the sudden increase in
requests from missionaries this year,
she added, “We like to think our mis-
sionaries are beginning to see the val-
ue of using students on the mission
field.”

The 250 figure does not include

several teams of students going to

and we’re going to form a new con-
vention,” and the power of that would
be absolutely nothing unless local
congregations voted to do it,” Hewett
said. “When local congregations de-
mand it, it will happen.”

Hastey predicted the five-year-old
Alliance “is not going to get very
much bigger than we are right now,”
but said the Alliance does have a role
to play.

“The fragmentation of the South-
emn Baptist Convention is underway,
but it will be neither as large, nor as
broad nor as deep as many of us might
have thought at various points along

Russia this summer on short-term
mission assignments.

Brad Gray, a consultant in the Sun-
day School Board’s student ministry
department, said 90 students will trav-
el to Moscow to help build two Bap-
tist churches and a new Russia Baptist
Convention Building while six stu-
dents will go to Minsk to help disciple
young Russian converts after a youth
crusade.

Also, Mike Riggins, associate di-
rector of the HMB’s Mission Service
Corps program, reported about 10
percent of that program’s volunteers
now are involved in student ministry
positions. The average tenure for
these student volunteers is just over
four years, Riggins said, more than a
year above the 2.8-year average ten-
ure for all Mission Service Corps vol-
unteers.

& Hastey say

the way,” he added.

“I think we are going to be small,”
Hewett concurred. “The fact is that
most of the people who are wedded to
the Southern Baptist Convention are
going to stay right there.”

Hewett said part of what has hap-
pened in the SBC has been “the judg-
ment of God” on what Southern Bap-
tists had become: “We were con-
cemned that most of the people on the
face of the earth did not know who
Baptists were,” he said. “And in that
concern we lost sight of the more dis-
turbing truth, they did not know who
Jesus was.”

before ] ema_}or empha-
_sis on Lottie Moon giving tradi-
. tionally begins, FMB trustees set
_ off achain ofcommversy byre
- moving fundmg for the Baptist
_seminary in Ruschlikon, Switzer-
_ land. FMB officials feared that
_controversy might result in de—
.,ereased giving to the offenng

Faith in God, help of Christians helped man battle cancer

Continued from page 1

been possible, he said, without a
strong faith in God which he first
found through the love of Kentucky
Baptists years ago in Mayfield.

During his recent illnesses, that
love has been carried on by his family
and current church—Pleasant Heights
Baptist in Indianapolis, he said.

“Throughout this thing, there was
peace,” Morrison said. “My God nev-
er deserted me, my family supported
me and my church never met without
praying for me by name.

“That’s why I believe church is
important,” he added. “God does ex-
ist, he does live, he does heal.”

The healing Morrison has experi-
enced didn’t come in the kind of spec-

tacular or emotional experience often -
portrayed o' television. And Morri-’

son will be the first to admit not ev-
erything has been easy in his life.

But the one thing he is sure of is
that God still cares about him and still
cares about other people suffering
life’s afflictions.

The month before Morrison
learned of his pelvic cancer, a mela-
noma skin cancer had been removed
from his back. After that lab report
indicated a malignancy on his back,
Morrison called members of his
church to pray with him.

Soon afterward, a second sample
taken from Morrison’s back showed
no signs of malignancy. God had an-
swered prayer, Morrison explained.

With that crisis averted, though, he
soon learned about the pelvic cancer
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' Meanwhile, he had

and immediately underwent surgery.

“The surgeon came out and told
my wife he’d done everything he
could do,” Morrison recalled. “He
said the tumor was wrapped around a
main artery going down the leg. He
had gotten 90 percent of it, but
couldn’t get the rest.”

The doctor said he didn’t know
what else to do, but perhaps God
would provide a g
miracle. And Morri-
son believes God
did just that.

The months
ahead were tough.
He lost weight, got
pneumonia and en-
dured severe diar-
rhea for five weeks.

lost the income from
his job, meaning his
wife’s modest salary
had to support the
family budget and
mounting medical
bills.

But even the smallest needs were
met miraculously by fellow Christians
and family members, Morrison said.
Without solicitation, checks came in
the mail for the exact amounts needed
to pay bills at crucial times. Volun-
teers fixed a water line break at Mor-
rison’s house at no charge.

Just last February, doctors discov-
ered a spot on Morrison’s spine.
Again, he asked his church to gather
and pray

On a Wednesday night, “they cir-
cled us and prayed for us,” he recalled.
“When we went back to the doctor the
next day, there was no spot.”

Morrison admits he doesn’t know
how that happened. “I just know I can
show you one film that has a big spot
of cancer and another that doesn’t. I
believe God answered prayer.”

Morrison believes he has been
healed once again.
However, he realiz-
€s any cancer patient
faces 50-50 odds of
a recurrence.

“Ilook at the past
and know God has
always been there
with me,” he said. “I
stand in the present
and know he’s with
me. [ look at the un-
certain future and
know that I’'ll go
into the future with
God.”

That kind of trust
in God is something that did not come
easily to Morrison, who became a
Christian when he was 28 years old.

“I tried just about all that sin had to
offer,” Morrison said of his early days
in Kentucky. He was born in Middles-
boro and raised in Mt. Sterling.

After moving to Mayfield in the
late 1960s, Morrison repeatedly ran
off preachers who came to visit him.
But Terry Clapp at Northside Baptist
Church wouldn’t leave him alone.

Finally, Morrison “invited the

preacher to leave and take God with
him,” and Clapp obliged. But as he
walked out the door of Morrison’s
house, Clapp stopped and asked,
“Would you let me have my church
pray for you?”

Morrison consented. And looking
back, he said, the prayer of that church
turned his life around.

A month later, the preacher came
back and Morrison sat him down for a
conversation that began about 8 p.m.
and ended after 1 a.m.

Ultimately, Morrison prayed to ask
God’s forgiveness for his sins and to
ask Jesus Christ to become lord of his
life. He told God, “I don’t know who
you are, but I know you are there. I
want you to be a God who’s real in
my life. I don’t want a sissy for a God.
I want to be able to know you’re there
and experience you in my life.”

In the past two years of battling
cancer, Morrison said, he often has
reflected on that prayer and his de-
mand for a God who wouldn’t be a
“sissy.” He believes God has an-
swered his prayer of faith and re-
vealed himself as a powerful force and
a personal presence.

Now Morrison attempts to carry
that message to others. He takes his
message of hope to people facing can-
cer or serious illness.

“When I say, ‘I know how you
feel,” they know I mean it,” he ex-
plained. “When I go and visit those
who are sick, they know they have
hope because they can see what God
has delivered me through.”



Baptists talk ahout racial issues, want to see action

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—After 10 hours of
discussions, Baptists concerned about
racism decided they are tired of talk-
ing and ready for action.

Transforming words into tangible
action was a recurrent theme at the
conference on “Baptists Overcoming
Racism: Hope for our Community,”
held May 28 at Oakland Baptist
Church in Louisville.

The conference was planned by
leaders from Long Run Baptist Asso-
ciation and Central District Baptist
Association, who said they sensed a
“teachable moment” in light of the
Los Angeles riots.

“We needed to do something and
needed to do it now,” said Jim Holla-
day, pastor of East Baptist Church in
" Louisville and a planner of the event.

Holladay said he anticipated 75 to
100 people would attend, and was
pleased that 86 registered.

“I think most of the committee
members and most of the participants
were pleased by the day,” Holladay
said afterward.

However, some leaders in Central
District Association expressed differ-
ent sentiments. '

“I am weary,” said Thurmond

Coleman, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Jeffersontown. He said he
was not pleased with the level of par-
ticipation and did not feel that Baptists
have yet begun to break down walls
of separation.

“Black churches have become dis-
enchanted with white folks who won’t
hear and won’t do,” Russell Awkard,
Central District Association’s moder-
ator, said during the conference.

“The black church has always been
inclusive,” he said. “The white church
continues with a paternalistic atti-
tude.”

Awkard said African-Americans
are asking, “Why go to another meet-
ing?7’

The focal point of cooperative
work between Central District Asso-
ciation and Long Run Association has
been the 78-year old Baptist Fellow-
ship Center, Holladay said. The cen-
ter was established to address physi-
cal, spiritual, emotional, social and
educational needs of people through a
variety of ministry programs.

The cooperative work recently has
included joint Thanksgiving services
and plans for an annual retreat. Low
participation was reported for these
events.

“To make a dent, our communities
have to do more than have a joint wor-

Just the facts:

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Kentucky Baptists who want to
knew how to reach their fellow citi-
zens with the gospel of Jesus Christ
got a new set of tools last month when
the Census Bureau released detailed
information from the 1990 census.

Statistics on population, income,
housing, employment and family sta-
tus are now available from the Ken-
tucky State Data Center at the Univer-
sity of Louisville. Specific reports
may be ordered by calling (502) 588-
7990.

The newly released data reveals
the following about Kentucky’s
3,685,296 residents:

# More Kentuckians now live in

- urban areas than in rural areas: 52 per-

cent live in urban areas while 48 per-
cent live in rural areas. ;

1 More females (52 percent of the
population) live in Kentucky than
males (48 percent).

§ Whites account for 92 percent of
the state’s population, while blacks
are the next-largest group with 7 per-
cent. All other ethnic groups account
for the remaining 1 percent.

B Of Kentucky’s 1.4 million house-
holds, 23 percent are composed of one
person, 32 percent of two people, 20
percent of three people and 16 percent
of four people. Only 9 percent of
households include five or more peo-
ple.

§ More than 26,000 Kentuckians
live in nursing homes.

I More females live alone than
males. A total of 203,592 Kentucky
females live by themselves, while
115,791 males live alone. However,
more males than females live with
someone else in non-family house-
holds.

ship service and then go home,” Hol-
laday said. “We have to put feet to our
Bible studies and worship services.”

Participants said they attended the
conference for several reasons.

“I came to see how I might get in-
sight to help [church members] accept
new people no matter what ethnic
group they belong to,” said Larry No-
bles, pastor of Green Hills Baptist
Church in Fisherville.

“We are here today primarily be-
cause we have been jolted by prob-
lems in the last month around the na-
tion,” Awkard said. “The Lord uses
crises to bring us together.”

The hours of discussions and sem-
inars during the May 28 conference
were flanked on either side with wor-
ship. Bill Rogers, formerly of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention staff,
preached at the morning worship
hour, and Timothy Johnson, professor
of church social work at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary,
preached at the evening service.

Both lunch and dinner meals were
prepared by women of Oakland Bap-
tist Church.

Conference participants ate togeth-
er and continued to address factors in
the racism issue:

0§ Education. “The proof of the
pudding is in educational outcomes,

not in opportunity,” said Blaine Hud-
son, director of preparatory program
at the University of Louisville. “The
community has made significant im-
provements, but much more change
needs to be made.”

0§ Housing. Louisvillians “have a
remarkably high tolerance for neigh-
bors of a different race,” said Gwen
Young, director of the Louisville/Jef-
ferson County Human Relations
Commission. “There is still segrega-
tion, but to a lesser degree than in the
past.” :

Much of the housing discrimina-
tion African-Americans undergo to-
day is subtle, such as being refused a
grand tour of a property, being given
a higher-than-normal deposit rate, or
not being told about certain facilities,
Young said.

§ Economic development. Getting
equal results is more important than
equal opportunity alone, said Ben
Richmond, director of the Louisville
Urban League. “It’s about having
enough money for a family to do what
it needs to do to be economically self-
sufficient. People are hurting in urban
America.”

He suggested churches offer assis-
tance to members interested in start-
ing their own businesses, to help grow
an economic base in their area.

New census data available

# The number of single-parent
households headed by women out-
numbers single-parent households
headed by men nearly nine to one.
Across the state, 86,390 households
are headed by single women, while
only 16,538 are headed by single men.

77 percent of all residents are na-
tive Kentuckians, while 11 percent
were born in the Midwest, 8 percent
in the South, 2 percent in the North
and 1 percent in the West. The re-
maining 1 percent were born in Ha-
waii, Alaska, Puerto Rico or a foreign
country. :

B Slightly more than half of all
Kentuckians lived in the same house
in 1990 as they did in 1985.

B Spanish-speaking Kentuckians
who do not speak English number
4,740, and 2,524 speakers of Asian
languages do not speak English.

A total of 168,864 Kentuckians
between the ages 16 and 64 cannot
work due to a disability.

l Statewide, 358,624 people above
the age of 16 (almost 10 percent of the
total population) are limited in their
physical mobility.

B More Kentuckians (273,506) are
employed in the retail trade than in
any other category. The next-largest
employers in order are manufacturing
of durable goods, educational servic-
es, manufacturing of non-durable
goods, and health services.

I Of all Kentucky families with
two parents in the home with children,
both parents work outside the home in
57 percent of the cases.

 Only 6 percent of Kentuckians
age 25 and above hold graduate or
professional degrees, while another 8
percent hold at least a bachelor’s de-
gree. Another 32 percent hold only a
high school diploma. But 36 percent
of Kentucky adults never completed

high school, including 19 percent of
the population with less than a ninth-
grade education. :

# The median average income for
Kentucky households in 1989 was
$22,534, and the mean average in-
come was $29,354. The median is the
middle point in a series of numbers
arranged in order of size. The mean is
derived by adding all figures in a se-
ries and dividing that total by the num-
ber of entries used as input.

8 Per capita income in 1989 varied
widely by race: The highest average
per person was among Asians at
$13,652, while for whites it was
$11,439, for Hispanics it was $9,058
and for blacks it was $7,460.

B 19 percent of Kentuckians lived
below the govemnment-established pov-
erty level in 1989. That meant an income
less than $12,675 for a family of four or
an income less than $8,075 for a couple.

"B The largest group of Kentuckians
living below the poverty level was
found in the 25-34 age range. Howev-
er, 28 percent of Kentucky children
under age 5 lived under the poverty
level as did 26 percent of all children
under age 12. '

B Single women with children
were more likely than other house-
holders with children to live below the
poverty level. Nearly 52 percent of
single mothers had incomes below the
poverty level, compared with only 30
percent of single fathers and 14 per-
cent of married couples with children.

§ More than twice as many Ken-
tucky housing units are owner-occu-
pied than renter-occupied.

0 2 percent of Kentucky’s housing
units do not have complete kitchen
facilities, while 3 percent do not have
indoor bathrooms. Also, 10 percent of
Kentucky households do not have
telephone service.

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

B Hugh McElrath,
professor of church
music at Southern

Baptist Theological
Seminary, received the
Findley B. and Louvenia
Edge Award for teaching
excellence.. The Murray
native will %tireirom
full-time teaching this
year but will remain.on_
faculty as a senior .
professor. :

M Charlotte Payne, a
student at Georgetown
College, has been named
national chairwoman of
The College Board’s
college scholarship
service student advisory
committee, which is
compased of students,
college presidents and
directors of financial aid.
The College Board works
closely with Congress to
provide information
about potential laws
affecting education.

B Sarah Roberts of the
Spring Meadows
campus of Kentucky
Baptist Homes for
Children received the
best of show award for
the childcare agency in
preliminary awards for a
National Association of
Homes and Services for
Children Art Contest. Her
entry in the national
competition will be
judged in late October.
Other winners in the
Kentucky contest
included Shellie Dube’,
best of show, age 14 and
under, and Shenikka
Hay, best techniques,
age 15-18.

Sarah Roberts displays her
winning entry with help
from Curtis Mooney, presi-
dent of Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children.
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A friend of mine has a card posted
on the bulletin board above her desk
titled “100 Ways to Raise a Child.”

Penned by an anonymous author,
the card reads: “100 Ways to Raise a
Child: wow, super, nice, how smart,
good job, looking good, you’re on top
of it, terrific, I respect you, you mean
the world to me, you’re special, re-
markable job. ...” The card went on to
list 89 other affirming, positive child-
raising statements.

In the hectic, over-scheduled lives
of most American families, the big-
gest parenting need might be to find
authentic, loving ways to communi-
cate with our children. But we know
that is only half the parenting picture.
Parents in the *90s must also develop
a thoughtful parenting style that is
unique to their family and fits the
needs of both children and adults in
the family.

Families who have a well-defined
and workable parenting style tend to
do the following:

l Skilled parents of the *90s edu-

OPINION

Parenting in the *90s: A difficult, but vital, task

cate themselves about child develop-
ment, child-rearing practices and dis-
cipline techniques, at the same time
trusting their values and instincts
about what is best for the child they
love.

Effective parents in the *90s will
look back at how they were raised and
thoughtfully use what was effective to
help raise their own children.

Remembering their own past will
help some parents avoid repeating
abusive and negative ways of parent-
ing styles. Examining their past will
help others remember parenting tech-
niques that are still timely and effec-
tively.

U Effective parenting in the ’90s
will not blindly accept another’s mod-
el for an ideal family, nor will parents
rigidly follow a single model for pa-
renting. Each family must examine its
own values, beliefs, strengths and re-
sources to form an effective parenting
style. This is particularly important to
single parents, to grandparents raising
children and to blended families—

couples who remarry and bring chil-
dren from previous marriages to a
new family.

B Effective parenting in the ’90s
may mean developing some new
ways of parenting that have not been
used much in the past. Parents today
are faced with helping their children
deal with tough issues such as sexual-
ity, alcohol, drug use, violence, nega-
tive media images and peer pressure
to a greater degree than any previous
generation. Effective parents today
take a deep breath and openly com-
municate with their children about is-
sues that perhaps their own parents
never discussed.

Parents in the *90s are faced with
reclaiming the place of the family in
our society.

. In the book “Culture of Narcis-
sism” by Christopher Lasch, one
chapter deals with the process of the
gradual transference of parenting re-
sponsibilities from American families
to institutions and professionals. He
cites examples of parents transferring

the responsibility of a child’s intelli-
gence to her teachers or responsibility
for a child’s myths or values to televi-
sion.

Effective parents in the *90s will
continue to need many resources to
help them parent, such as working
parents sharing child-rearing time

.with a daycare center or children of

divorced parents spending time in two
families. At the same time, they will
begin to bring back responsibility and
influence over every aspect of child
raising, including the child’s values,
emotional stability, intelligence and
health.

These parents will empower their
children by daring to set limits using
consistent discipline, conveying spiri-
tual values and helping children re-
gard and respect others along with the
100-plus ways to let a child know he
or she is loved and respected.

Audrey Puryear, director

Community services

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
Middletown

Fight FOCA

Re: Your article on the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act (WR, May
26). The act we
should all be ral-
lying against is
the Freedom of
Choice Act (HR 25, S 25). This act
would take away the rights of individ-
ual states to restrict abortion.

BAPTIST FORUM

According to a January 1992 Gal-

lup Poll, 75 percent of Americans fa-
vor a 24-hour waiting period before
abortions. Seventy percent favor pa-
rental consent. The
majority of Ameri-
cans desire some
kind of restrictions to
abortion, yet even third-trimester
abortions could be legal in every state
if the Freedom of Choice Act be-

comes law.

The Supreme Court already has
heard arguments on Planned Parent-
hood vs. Casey and soon will make a
decision on the Pennsylvania abortion
law. The pro-abortion forces are
poised for the opportunity to pass the
Freedom of Choice Act as soon as this
decision is handed down.

We Christians should make our
voices heard in Washington before it

is too late. We know God loves the
unborn, and we will be accountable
for our actions or apathy (Matthew
25:40). If you desire any restrictions
on abortion, contact your senators and
representative immediately and ex-
press your opposition to the Freedom
of Choice Act. Then pray for God’s
will to be done.
Marie Smalling
_ Bowling Green

Get a waverunner

Every preacher ought to have a
waverunner.

A waverunner is a water vehicle
that resembles a tiny three-wheeler

would be viewing the lake at 40 miles
per hour. Up and down the lake I
would zip, occasionally stopping to
take a dip.

Jesus said, “Go into all the world.”
I cannot think of a better place to start

motorcycle, an extension
nly with Bible study.
AR MINISTERIALLY SPEAKING [sveduasd
float. This the lake

marvelous instrument of technology
provides a wonderful diversion from
an often-hectic summer schedule.

On a hot, balmy day, feeling tired,
stressed out and beaten down, I would
launch it in the nearest lake. Soon, I

need a minister.
If Jesus were here, he’d be a lake

man. We read about Jesus teaching in

a boat, sleeping in a boat (I like this
one), and walking on water toward a
boat.

I would enjoy a ride with Jesus in a
waverunner.

I can see us riding down the lake. I
would even trust Jesus to drive. He
could do some mean doughnuts and
take the curves with a tailspin. We
would laugh as we balance ourselves
on the dips and feel refreshed from the
splash of every wave. i

The truth is that Jesus does go
along. He laughs when we laugh. He
delights when we enjoy our Father’s
world. He also knows that someday
we will enjoy all the more the thrills
of heaven.

Yes, the work is great. We have

much to do. But our Lord doesn’t ex-
pect any one person to do it all.

So, this summer, buy a waverun-
ner. On the lake, the phone never
rings. The secretary never buzzes, and
you are difficult to find.

And when the day is over, you will
feel divinely reaffirmed. You will
even feel a lot more like Jesus. Surely
someone will say to you as they did to
him: “Where have you been? We’ve
been looking for you all day!”

Glenn Mollette, pastor
First Baptist Church
President, KBC
Pikeville

The accidental church

The June-July issue of the Com-
mission, our foreign missions maga-
zine, includes a concise and attractive
1991 annual report in pamphlet form.

It includes such information as:

i Only 11.6 percent of
board expenditures went
for home-office staff, ex-
penses and promotion.

§ Southern Baptists

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

““As Rob Moor was driving about
60 miles from his home in Bukoba,
Tanzania, where he’s stationed as a
missionary, a head-on collision
changed his schedule. And he discov-
ered ‘crash evangelism.’

“Rob and Tanzanian pastor So-
stenes Karoli were follow-
ing a large truck along a
recently graded dirt high-
way and reviewing the
day’s associational leader-

gave $7.24 million in hun- ship meeting. A car travel-
ger relief offerings. ing the opposite direction
l Southern Baptists de- moved off the road to let
creased their giving to for- the truck pass, then pulled
eign missions through the back into the swirling dust
Cooperative’ Program b, the truck raised.
$1.27 million. ] j ““It just appeared out of
And on pages 2-5 of the T the dust,” Rob recalls. ‘I
magazine in which is the William W. Marshall-  parely had time to hit my
pamphlet are brief stories brakes before we hit head-
from the field which warm the heart. on.’

Here is one:

“The car struck Rob’s four-wheel

drive and bounced back about 40 feet.
One man was thrown through the
windshield of the car, while the mis-
sionary’s seat was ripped from the
floor.

“Seat belts spared Rob and the pas-
tor serious injury, reports missionary
Craig Bird, overseas correspondent
stationed in Kenya.

“When they said ‘that all five peo-
ple in the other car were hurt and one
man looked like he was going to die,

just sat beside the car and cried,” Rob
- says. ‘Pastor Karoli was OK, and I

just felt some bruises, but we were re-
ally afraid’ for the seriously injured
man.

“As it became apparent the man
would be able to reach a hospital for
treatment (he later had his spleen re-
moved), the two Baptist preachers re-
joiced. “We prayed for everyone in the
accident, started praising the Lord for
delivering us and passed out tracts to

the crowd that had gathered,” Rob
said.

“Eventually, the missionary caught
aride into Bukoba, leaving the pastor
with the vehicle. Two Baptist laymen
who had recently moved to the area
heard a missionary had been in an ac-
cident and came to investigate. They
found the pastor counseling three
spectators who had stopped to view
the damage and wound up listening to
him preach.

“By the time a tow truck arrived 48
hours later, 14 people had become
Christians through the witness of pas-
tor Karoli and the laymen.

“Two weeks after the accident, a
new preaching point was organized at
avillage about a mile from the site. Its
name: Kanisa la Ajali, Swahili for
‘Accident Baptist Church.””

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.



EDITORIALS

Your church can help fight the war on poverty

Poverty continues to plague Kentucky.

The federal government has just released 1990 census data that docu-
ments the sorry state of affairs for many citizens of the commonwealth.
And comparisons to the 1980 census reveal more Kentuckians are worse
off now than they were a decade ago.

The census indicates Kentucky is home to 3,685,296 people—
1,900,228 females and 1,785,068 males. (For a detailed analysis of the
census, see page 3.)

The census shows 681,827—or almost 19 percent—of the state’s res-
idents live below the poverty line. Our children are worse off: 234,012—
or about 25 percent—of youngsters age 17 and younger live in poverty.
Both figures are increases from the previous decade, according to com-
parisons developed by the Louisville Courier-Journal. Ten years earlier,
18 percent of the population and 22 percent of our children fell below
the poverty level.

What accounts for Kentucky’s poverty? Many variables shape the
financial well-being of our families. However, three sets of figures stand
out from the pages of the census data.

First, many Kentuckians are unemployed. The state’s combined ci-
vilian and military labor force numbers 1,718,145 people. Of those citi-
zens, 124,354—or 7.2 percent—are unemployed. The highest rates are
among black females, at 13.1 percent, and black males, at 12.6 percent.
Of white females, 6.6 percent are unemployed, and 6.9 percent of white
males are unemployed. Asian males have the lowest unemployment rate,
3.6 percent.

A corollary to unemployment is under-employment. The largest seg-
ment of the job market also pays the lowest wages: 228,401 Kentucki-
ans are classified as holding down clerical/service jobs.

Second, many Kentuckians are under-educated. Of the 2.3 million
residents age 25 and older, 825,857—35 percent—have not completed
high school. Worse still, 442,579—19 percent—have not completed 9th
grade. Without a degree, jobs are tough to come by. Good jobs are even
more difficult to find.

Third, 20 percent of the state’s families with children are headed by
single parents—17 percent by mothers and 3 percent by fathers. That
large share of single-parent families includes 66,512 families headed by
a white mother and 19,204 headed by a black mother. Families headed
by a single parent, especially a parent susceptible to unemployment or
under-employment, are having a difficult time staying afloat in turbu-
lent economic seas.

So, what does this mean for Kentucky Baptists?

It means we have a tremendous challenge and opportunity. Thou-
sands of our neighbors across the state are hurting, and we can help them.
We can meet their human, physical needs, and in so doing we can earn
the right to speak to their spiritual needs. :

We can begin by meeting the here-and-now needs of individuals an

families who need help today:

I Some Kentucky Baptist churches operate food pantries, and others
even provide meals for hungry people. These ministries are important,
especially toward the end of each month, when family money runs out
before the next paycheck comes. If you want to communicate love to
parents, feed their hungry children.

1 Clothes closets also are important to the economies of poor Ken-
tucky families. Garments that many of us take for granted and throw out
could be useful and even vital for the health and well-being of fellow
citizens. And just because it’s summer, don’t think this ministry is unim-
portant; effective clothes closets operate year-round and continually col-
lect clothes for the next season.

0 Inexpensive, quality childcare can make a difference that will last
for generations. It particularly helps single-parent families by allowing
the head of the household to hold a job while ensuring the care of the
children. And church-based childcare can provide the love and religious/
moral training that will shape young lives for the coming decades.

‘We also can help by preparing less-fortunate Kentuckians to live more
productive lives:

U An initial need is for tutoring programs aimed at school children at

risk of dropping out. Baptist Christians in Kentucky have the resources -

to help young people improve their school scores and stay in the class-
room. In so doing, they also can help the youngsters develop confidence
and self-esteem that will benefit them their whole lives. And along the
way, they can introduce the children to Jesus Christ, building on a rela-
tionship of trust and confidence that will validate the gospel message.

0 Children aren’t the only ones who need educational help. Churches
can strengthen their communities by providing reading classes and class-
es for people who do not speak, much less read, English. These classes
can be pathways into the marketplace and roads to self-dependence and
responsibility.

0§ We also can train people specifically for the marketplace. Kentucky
Baptists possess the full range of skills—from welding and plumbing to
accounting and word-processing. A church that would turn its education
building into a night school for job-seeking adults could touch more lives
than it ever dreamed. And by meeting the obvious needs of its commu-
nity, it also could validate its voice for speaking the gospel.

0l In a similar vein, a church or association of churches could develop
a local job bank. The bank could be as high-tech as the latest computer
or as low-tech as index cards. It could function by receiving requests for
jobs and requests for workers and pairing them up. The community “net-
work” of a local church is vast, and a job bank could use those resources
to get people on the job.

Look at your community and its needs. Pray to God for guidance.
And put your church to work helping the disadvantaged all around you.

Marv Knox

Poverty presents
Kentucky Baptists
with a tremendous
challenge and
opportunity: A
challenge to meet
serious human
needs. An
opportunity to
share the gospel.
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BRIEFS

M Several students and
parents are suing the
Falmouth, Mass., public
school system, alleging
that distribution of
condoms in public
schools violates their
constitutional rights. In
Falmouth’s schools,
children in grades seven
through 12 may
purchase condoms for
75 cents in school
restrooms or get them at
no charge from the
school nurse.

M “Enable the weak and
powerless to be strong,
enable the strong to be
just and enable the just

to be compassionate,”
former hostage Terry
Waite told graduates of
Samford University in
Birmingham, Ala. “Be
crusaders for justice
wherever there is
injustice.”

H Two grant review
panels of the National
Endowment for the Arts
have suspended their
work to protest the
decision by acting NEA
Chairwoman Anne-
Imelda Radice to reject
funding for sexually
explicit projects. One of
the rejected projects was
an exhibit which included
images of genitals.

B Two homosexual
members of Congress
introduced legislation
May 19 that would
prohibit the Pentagon
from discharging
homosexuals. Reps.
Barney Frank, D-Mass.,
and Gerry Studds, D-
Mass., joined feminist
Pat Schroeder, D-Colo,
in introducing a bill to
prohibit discrimination in
the armed forces based
on sexual orientation.
Last year the Pentagon
dismissed 360 people
"because of their
homosexuality.

Death sentence overturned
due to hiblical reference

By Larry Chesser
Baptist Joint Committee

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
U.S. Supreme Court declined to re-
view a lower court’s decision that re-
verses a death sentence because the
prosecutor in the case cited a biblical
text to argue for the death penalty.

The high court’s May 26 action left
standing a decision by the Pennsylva-
nia Supreme Court to vacate the death
sentence imposed in a 1986 slaying.
In reversing the death sentence in No-
vember, the top Pennsylvania court

warned that prosecutors should rely

on evidence and state laws—not the
Bible or other religious writings—
when asking juries to impose the
death penalty.

After being convicted of robbing
and killing Anna Mae Morris, Karl
Chambers was sentenced to death on
the murder conviction and to 10-to-20
years in prison for robbery.

On appeal, Chambers’ attorneys
raised numerous challenges concern-
ing trial and sentencing procedures,
but the Pennsylvania Supreme Court
agreed with only one: the prosecutor’s
use of a biblical argument was inap-
propriate.

In closing his argument for, the
death penalty, District Attorney Stan-
ley Rebert told jurors: “Karl Cham-
bers has taken a life. As the Bible says,

‘and the murderer shall be put to
death.””

That argument, the Pennsylvania
court said, “advocates to the jury that
an independent source of law exists
for the conclusion that the death pen-
alty is the appropriate punishment for
(Chambers). By arguing that the Bi-
ble dogmatically commands that ‘the
murderer shall be put to death,” the
prosecutor interjected religious law as
an additional factor for the jury’s con-
sideration which neither flows from
the evidence or any legitimate infer-
ence to be drawn therefrom.”

The court warned all prosecutors in
Pennsylvania that “reliance upon the
Bible or any other religious writing”
to argue for a death sentence will lead
to a reversal of sentence for the defen-
dant and may bring disciplinary action
against prosecutors.

In asking the U.S. Supreme Court
to review the case, Pennsylvania ar-
gued that the state court’s rule against
religious arguments for the death pen-
alty violates the free-speech rights of
prosecutors and the First Amend-
ment’s ban on an establishment of re-
ligion.

“This decision should not be inter-
preted as banning all Scriptural refer-
ences in the courtroom,” said Oliver
Thomas, general counsel at the Bap-
tist Joint Committee in Washington.
“It does mean that we do not live in a

‘theocracy. If people are to be pun-

ished, it is because they have violated
the laws of the state, not the rules of a
particular religion.”

Congress votes on tissue ban

WASHINGTON—A Congres-
sional attempt to overturn a federal
ban on funding for fetal tissue re-
search apparently will fail.

On May 28, the House of Repre-
sentatives approved lifting the mora-
torium 260-148 but fell 12 votes short
of the two-thirds majority required to
override a promised veto by President
George Bush. The Senate also ap-
proved overturning the ban, which
applies to research on fetal tissue ob-
tained from induced abortions.

The four-year-old ban has been
supported by the Reagan and Bush ad-
ministrations because officials say the
research would encourage abortions.
However, opponents of the ban say
the moratorium has stopped promis-
ing research on the treatment of Par-
kinson’s disease, juvenile diabetes
and Alzheimer’s disease.

Bush said he favors such research
only if the tissue comes from sponta-

neous abortions or tubal pregnancies.
He signed an executive order May 19
directing the Department of Health
and Human Services to establish a fe-
tal-tissue bank that obtains tissue ex-
clusively from those two sources.

The administration said the bank
will provide an ample supply of tissue
for research. Louis Sullivan, HHS
secretary, supported the bank, saying
it will guarantee enough tissue.

Some medical authorities and con-
gressional leaders disagreed, includ-
ing some Republicans strongly
against abortion.

The Southern Baptist Christian
Life Commission has sided with the
Bush administration, claiming lifting
the ban could encourage abortions.

Reported by Pam Parry of the Baptist
Joint Committee through Associated
Baptist Press and Tom Strode of the
Christian Life Commission through Bap-
tist Press.

Georgians want flag changed

ATLANTA (ABP)—The Confed-
erate battle flag, a symbol of the seg-
regated South, is under renewed criti-
cism from politicians and Baptist min-
isters.

Gov. Zell Miller of Georgia an-
nounced last month that he would in-
troduce legislation to remove the Con-
federate symbol from the state flag.

“What we fly today is not an en-
during symbol of our heritage but the
fighting flag of those who wanted to
preserve a segregated South in the
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face of the civil-rights movement,”
Miller said. “It is time we shake com-
pletely free of that era.”

Georgia incorporated the Confed-
erate symbol into its state flag in 1956
to demonstrate disdain for the U.S.
Supreme Court’s 1954 decision to in-
tegrate public schools.

“The flag shows the worst of
Southern history,” said Atlanta pastor
Emmanuel McCall, “and pulls Chris-
tians back to an era that we should
have left a long time ago.”

VIRGINIA BEAC H, Va

(EP)—Christian Broadcasting
- Network founder Pat Robertson
s .

lion bid for the ﬁnéncmlly‘ ,
- news.servwe and has 30 days to

new_s operatl

Associated P

there’s a very real possibil- -
ity we would have some

religious features because most
papers have a religion editor, are-

ligion section. I think we would do

that, but this is not goingtobea

rehglous news-gathering opera-
tion. I think that would be a terri-
ble mistake.”

~ Yet Robertson: emphasmed the

_ unportance of having an “alternate
_ voice” for news, saying, “People

are disgusted with slanted news or

news that’s not being reported ac-
" dean of the Columbia School of
_Journalism, said, “It’s going to
take God to make UPI proﬁtable .

curately or competently.”
On “The 700 Club” cable—TV

chase an oppommlty for God to
touch th¢ press w1th hxs truth and :

ut ‘eymour Toppmg, pres1~ !
dent of the American So-

: ewspap

 will be hesitant to contin
_an association with United
Press if there is a question
 as to the independence of
the editorial department.”
Although Robertson of-
- ten is dismissed as a tele-

vangelist, he also is the head of a.

multi-million dollar media empire.
His International Family Enter-
tainment, which runs The Family
Channel, had profits of $19.8 mil-

_ lion on revenues of $113.7 million

in 1991.
~_UPI has had severe financml

_problems since the 1980s and has
 been sold twice since 1982.

~ Told of Robertson’s bid for
UPI, Stephen Isaacs, associate
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FAMILIES

2 new studies warn of TV’s dangers for children

The latest ratings are in, and they
show television continues to have a
negative influence on America’s chil-
dren.

Two recent reports, one by the
American Psychological Association
and another by the American Acade-
my of Pediatrics, say children are
watching too much television and
what they watch often is harmful.

For one report, nine psychologists
conducted a five-year study titled
“Big World, Small Screen: The Role
of Television in American Society.”

Television inherently is neither
good nor bad, the psychologists con-
cluded. It can have positive or nega-
tive effects on individuals, depending
on what is viewed and how it is
viewed.

For instance, it can teach children
academic and social skills, the report
noted. It can help adults gain knowl-
edge. It can provide a sense of contact
with a modern world.

On the other hand, it also can lead
to antisocial behavior, stereotyping,
poor grades, a loss of self-esteem, and
a breakdown of healthy family inter-
action, the report added.

Meanwhile, a new report from the
American Academy of Pediatrics says
children tend to get the negative bene-

fits of television more than the posi-
tive.

Long-term television viewing is
one cause for violent and aggressive
behavior in children and is a signifi-
cant contributor to childhood obesity,
the pediatricians’ study finds.

The 13-year study noted Ameri-
cans spend an average of seven years
of their lives in front of the television,
even though they view the activity as
mindless, boring and addictive.

In short, watching television made
the study participants feel worse in-
stead of better and cut into meaning-
ful family time.

The pediatricians urged parents to
cut their children’s television viewing
time to one or two hours a day and to
develop alternative family activities.

The key is the home, they said.

“We know from audience-rating
surveys that television occupies a cen-
tral place in the lives of many Ameri-
cans,” said John Murray, head of hu-
man development and family studies
at Kansas State University and one of
the drafters of the report. “The typical
household has the TV set turned on
for more than seven hours each day,
and this figure has been steadily ris-
ing over the past decade.

“What is most needed in address-

Experts’ advice: Set TV limi

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Setting family limits is the key to
keeping television viewing in proper
perspective, experts agree.

And it’s never too early to start,
said Dr. Shawn Taylor, chairwoman
of the pediatrics department at Cen-
tral Baptist Hospital in Lexington.

“It’s something parents have to
start working on in the infancy and
toddler years,” she said. “Children
won’t suddenly be enlightened as
teen-agers”

Appropriate limits may vary from
family to family, depending on indi-
vidual tastes and circumstances, ex-
plained John Lepper, director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s fami-
ly ministry department.

For example, he and his wife be-
gan by not allowing their children to
watch any television until their home-
work was completed at night.

But then they realized that at their
children’s school, there was no recess.
That meant the kids had no mental
break from early moming until after
their homework was done in the
evening. So the Lepper family

changed their limits to allow the chil-
dren to watch a certain amount of tele-
vision as a break before tackling
homework.

Here are additional suggestions:

0§ Limit the time children watch
TV. Most experts recommend a limit
of one to two hours per day, Taylor
said. »

B Turn the TV off at mealtime.
Television drowns out family conver-
sation at mealtime and prevents par-
ents from paying appropriate attention
to their children, Lepper said.

I Try a weekly no-television night.
“It may not even be a night to start,”
said media activist Sue Lockwood
Summers of Littleton, Colo. “It may
be a no-television hour. But it’s some-
thing where the family says, “We are
an important entity and we care about
each other.””

 Set appropriate viewing guide-
lines, such as no television until
homework or chores are done, no tele-
vision on school nights, no commer-
cial television, or no isolated televi-
sion viewing.

§ Monitor children’s viewing to
make sure what they are watching is
appropriate and to be available to help

B Pervasiveness. The average American child ing children’s programs have up to 25 such acts
watches television three hours a day. Boys watch  per hour. The average child sees 8,000 murders
more than girls. Viewing most often begins in and more than 100,000 assorted acts of violence
by the time he or she leaves
elementary school. Such ex-
posure can cause aggressive
behavior and foster the belief
that aggression is the way to
resolve conflicts.

‘M Sexual violence. Watching
sexually related violence .
leads to an increased accep-
tance of rape and other forms
of sexual violence and can
lead to antisocial values and
behavior.

M Reality. The average child
is exposed to 20,000 com-
mercials per year, and children under 7 have dif-
ficulty distinguishing commercials from pro-

infancy, when parents use the
television to quiet babies.
Childhood viewing peaks at
about four hours a day at age
12 and provides a backdrop
for growing up.

B Stereotyping. Television
devalues and stereotypes so-
cial groups, such as women
and minorities. Exposure to
such messages increases ste-
reotyped beliefs and attitudes.
M Sex. Implied sexual activi-
ty on television most often oc-
curs between unmarried cou-

ples with little emotional commitment.
M Violence. Prime-time television includes five
to six acts of violence each hour. Saturday mormn-

Selected ﬁndins of ‘Big World, Small Screen’

Television & children

All in the

family

grams.

ing the role of television in American
society,” Murray added, “is an under-
standing of the ways to use TV sensi-
bly and an appreciation of the subtle
influences that this medium may have
on our lives.”

Yet most families have not acted.

them process what they are viewing.
If parents don’t like what their chil-
dren want to watch, they should be
able to express their reasons to the
children so the children will know it
is not an arbitrary decision, Taylor
advised.

B Teach children good television
watching habits. Taylor encourages
parents not to mindlessly flip chan-
nels. “Get the TV guide out, look at
what is available, then turn it on and
turn it off, ... actually plan it out like
you would other activities.”

§ Promote alternate activities.
Summers suggests using an “‘imagina-
tion station,” a box of non-television
activities children can do while par-
ents are busy with other activities,
such as cooking dinner.

I Beware of commercials. Beer
commercials are “some of the most
suggestive there are” and highly influ-
ence teen-agers, Taylor noted. Also,
some of television’s contribution to
obesity comes from commercials, she
said. “Commercials for the most part
that are geared toward kids are geared
toward cereal, candy and toys. Kids
get poor eating habits through that.”

§ Watch out for violence. Chil-

In a national survey of elementary
school students, 58 percent said their
parents set no limits on the amount of
television they may view..

Reported by Lacy Thompson of the
Louisiana Baptist Message through Asso-
ciated Baptist Press.

ts, help children understand

dren’s shows are full of violence, Tay-
lor said, and even comical violence
tends to create aggressive behavior in
children. “Children learn from mod-
eling or imitation. If what they see on
the television is a poor model, that’s
what they are going to attempt to imi-
tate.”

I Talk. Television shows can—and
should—become the occasion for
family discussions about issues, Lep-
per said. Parents need to help their
children and teen-agers interpret what
they see on TV, he said.

l Realize children’s limits. Chil-
dren can’t always differentiate reality
from television fantasy, Lepper and
Taylor said. Children under 6 years of

age usually cannot tell the difference |.

between the two, Taylor said, while
children older than 6 should gain in
that ability as they mature.

Even adults sometimes have trou-
ble separating fictional television
from real life, Lepper said. “We can
shed real tears for the emotion of the
moment in a television program and
yet fail to see the real hurts all around
us.”

Additional reporting by Lacy Thomp-
son of the Louisiana Baptist Message.

Quayle’s Murphy Brown comment gives birth to national flap

WASHINGTON  (EP)—Dan
Quayle’s suggestion that television’s
Murphy Brown becoming an unwed
mother made her a poor role model
has given birth to a storm of contro-
versy.

Quayle, who has said his remarks
were calculated to stir a national de-
bate on family values, continued to
press the attack.

He reiterated his stand as the con-
troversy over his remark grew: “My
complaint is that Hollywood thinks

it’s cute to glamorize illegitimacy.
Hollywood doesn’t get it.”

Even Democratic presidential can-
didate Bill Clinton acknowledged that
Murphy Brown “is not the example
we want to set for our children,” but
he added a slam for Quayle, noting,
“We’re not running for national
preacher.”

For the most part, response to
Quayle’s remarks split predictably
along party lines, but response also
varied depending on how much of the

speech people heard.

When Roy Innis, conservative
chairman of the Congress of Racial
Equality, heard accounts of Quayle’s
remarks, he thought the vice president
was being “flippant and trivial.” But
after reading the complete speech, In-
nis told USA Today, “He told the
truth—that you cannot solve the pov-
erty of economics until you solve the
poverty of values.”

New York Governor Mario Cuo-
mo accused the Republicans of trying

to distract the national attention from
“the real issues”—which he said are
drugs, urban problems and the budget
deficit—by talking about less-impor-
tant issues like “values, welfare, sin,
morality, abortion, whatever else they
want.”

The Wall Street Journal praised
Quayle’s speech, saying, “We suspect
the vice president has just tapped into
something huge in America’s cultural
life. At the moment, it’s not at all clear
that the Democrats quite get it.”

Developing good
television habits is
“something
parents have to
start working on in
the infancy and
toddler years.
Children won’t
suddenly be
enlightened as
teen-agers.”

Dr. Shawn Taylor, chair-
woman of the pediatrics

department at Central Bap-
tist Hospital in Lexington
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PEOPLE

Mid-Continent
graduates 17

MAYFIELD—Mid-
Continent Baptist Bible
College in Mayfield
awarded degrees to 17
people this spring.

The school also awarded
academic honors to 26
students placed on the
president’s list and
dean’s list for earning
grade point averages of
3.5 or higher during the
spring semester.

Church calls couple to staff

By Karen Owen
Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer

OWENSBORO—Third Baptist
Church may not break ground for its
new Christian recreation center until
early 1994, but it broke ground of an-
other kind last weekend when a hus-
band and wife joined the church staff
in full-time ministry.

The church has hired Thomas Pel-
phrey as associate pastor and Cynthia
Pelphrey as minister of youth and mis-
sions.

He is ordained. She is not.

This is the first time an Owensbo-
ro Baptist church has had a husband
and wife on the full-time staff.

Although other local churches
have had husbands and wives in min-
istry roles in full- and part-time com-
binations, paid, professional positions
for both spouses on the same staff are
still rare here.

Hiring a husband and wife was
“not something we set out to do,” said
Dwight Moody, Third Baptist’s pas-
tor.

The church had two staff openings,
and members of the two search com-
mittees looked over the resumes of a
total of 100 different candidates in fill-
ing the posts, Moody said.

Each Pelphrey was the top con-
tender for the opening to be filled and
the only one interviewed for each job,
Moody said.

Thomas Pelphrey has been minis-
ter of education at the 2,350-member
First Baptist Church in Columbus,

Miss., since 1986.

Cynthia Pelphrey has been the
part-time director of ecumenical min-
istries at Mississippi University and
volunteer director of the church and
community missions program at First
Baptist Church there since 1986.

The search committees were im-
pressed by the Pelphreys’ work expe-
rience stretching back 20 years and by
the fact they had specific skills the
church was looking for in areas like
community ministry and creative
worship, Moody said.

Having spouses on the same staff
has its disadvantages and advantages,
but “we think it’s a strength,” Moody
said. “We think they can be role mod-
els for family living and husband-wife
leadership in the church.”

JUICE & DOUGHNUTS Roy Honeycutt, president of Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville, and his wife, June, pay an early morning visit to share juice and dough-
nuts with children of seminary students waiting for the school bus at the end of the
spring semester. The children and their parents live in Seminary Village, which currently
is undergoing extensive renovation. (Southern Seminary photo by Tony Aja)

GCampbelisville college hires vice presMent & recruiter

CAMPBELLSVILLE—Camp-
bellsville College has named David
Gray vice president for development
and Jenifer Marie Martin admissions
counselor.

For the past three years, Gray has
been director of development at
Charleston Southern University in
Charleston, S.C.

Gray previously served as program
administrator of the Federal Law En-
forcement program, where he admin-
istered federally funded assistance

within an eight-country region. He'

also served as executive director of the
Boys’ Farm Foundation in Spring-

Gray 3 Martin

field, I1l., and has experience in direct-
ing daycare facilities and Christian
counseling centers.

He holds degrees from Southwest-

ern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth, Texas, and Dallas Baptist
University.

Gray is the son of Gladys Baggett
of Louisville.

Martin, a 1992 graduate of Camp-
bellsville College, is the daughter of
Margaret Martin of Springfield.

She will be responsible for recruit-
ing students in Southeastern Ken-
tucky, parts of Tennessee, the South-
eastern United States, and at Oneida
Baptist Institute as well as students
with interests in youth performing
arts, music, cheerleading, drill team,
tennis and softball.

Come Share the Joy

And Celebrate What You Are Doing for Children!

CHILD CARE DAYS 1992

GLEN DALE CHILDREN'S HOME

June 27, 1992, 10:00 a.m.
* 4-H Projects
* Homeland Singers

e Campus Tours
* Fun, Food, Fellowship

SPRING MEADOWS CHILDREN'S HOME

August 1, 1992, 10:00 a.m.

* Displays

e Campus Tours
* World Changers Update
* Fun, Food, Fellowship

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children * 10801 Shelbyville Road * Middletown, Kentucky 40243

e s e e e e e e e — ——— e S S — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Q YES!
Register Me Now.

CHILD
CARE =——
DAYS ——

Church Name
Number in Group

Address

Phone

Campus you will visit:
Q Glen Dale
Q Spring Meadows

Mail to:

KENTUCKY BAPTIST
HOMES FOR CHILDREN
10801 Shelbyville Rd.

Middletown, KY 40243

For more information or directions
call 1-800-456-1386.
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WORLD

Orthodox want building back from Baptists

ST. PETERSBURG, Russia (BP)
—After completing the first phase of
reconstruction of the Temple of the
Gospel Baptist Church, Baptists in St.
Petersburg, Russia, now fear they
could lose the building originally
owned by a branch of the Russian Or-
thodox Church.

The building was abandoned by
the government in 1930 because it
was in a bad state of repair. The Bap-
tist community under the leadership
of Pastor Sergei Nikolaev saw its
promise and gained government per-
mission to obtain the building and ren-
ovate it.

Many Baptist volunteers from the
United States and elsewhere helped in
the renovation.

FMB responding

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Despite
what some critics have called a slow
start, Southern Baptists are respond-
ing to opportunities in the former So-
viet Union, officials of the denomina-
tion’s Foreign Mission Board report.

As a result of a “Green Alert” ini-
tiative in the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States, Southern Baptists will
compress into one year what normal-
ly could have been accomplished in

Some Movers See

This As A Box...

To Us It’s ATool
Of The Trade

At ].J. Carter & Son, we’ve spent
nearly five decades putting the tools
of our trade to their proper use in
giving you the most worry-free
move possible.

Tools like this carton that protect
your personal items. Tools like our
moving vans that transport those
items to your destination on
time—guaranteed.

J.1. CARTER & 50N, In.

MOVING ond STORAGE

Louisville ® Lexington © Indianapolis ® Nashville

And the most important tools of
all—the people of J.J. Carter whose
skills and genuine care for your
belongings make your move
successful everytime.

If you’re moving, call the mover
with the tools to get the job done -
right. J.J. Carter & Son.

4111 Leghorn Drive
Louisville, KY 40214
(502) 454-6683

The church is now reported to be
the fastest-growing in Europe, with
average attendance of 1,800 people
and more than 500 baptisms of con-
verts age 16 and older last year.

But the Orthodox Church wants
the building back, and Nikolaev says
that illustrates the new threat of reli-
gious persecution Baptists face in the
former Soviet Union.

The Baptist World Alliance has
appealed to the mayor of St. Peters-
burg, Anatoly Sobchak, to do all in his
power to assure Baptists their free-
doms will be defended and their build-
ing will not be taken back.

Nikolaev, who currently is study-
ing at Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas,

10 years, said Lewis Myers, director
of the Green Alert task force.

For example, funds are being dis-
tributed to translate Scriptures into the
Kazakh, Azeri, Kirghiz and Uzbek
languages of central Asia.

The board already has received
personnel requests for 27 career posi-
tions and has reassigned five career
missionary couples to the region.

The FMB says Soviet Baptist lead-

said he has endured increasing trou-
ble from the Orthodox Church.
“Everybody comforts you and
says, ‘No, no, don’t worry. Every-
thing will be all right.” But you know,
when they announce on the radio that
‘tonight we are going to exorcise the
devil out of the church which be-
longed to us,’ it’s a strange feeling.”
The Orthodox Church “is going to
be a state church and on its way to tri-
umph the Orthodox are going to press

everybody who is not Orthodox,” he

said.

And that could be more dangerous
than past persecutions, Nikolaev said,
because it seems like religious free-
dom butreally is “a privilege for some
which will be lost for many of us.”

to needs as local Baptists request

ers were overwhelmed with volun-
teers before they were ready to use
them. In many cases, para-church
groups “rushed in before the needs
were identified,” said Ron Boswell,
director of the FMB’s volunteer de-
partment. The FMB encourages
would-be volunteers to be patient. It’s
probably only a matter of waiting a
few months before volunteer oppor-
tunities proliferate, they predict.

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE: Hammon electric organ,
bass foot pedals, double keyboard.
Good condition; best offer over $600.
Oak Grove Baptist Church, 4675
Morgantown Road, Russellville, Ky.
42276. (502) 542-4017.

FOR SALE: 100 paper and pen
games. Use in Sunday school parties,
showers, traveling, kids. Send $3 plus
3 stamps to: Ellen Lichtenstein, 1352
Leaf Terrance, San Diego, Ca. 92114.

+ Steeples &
- Baptistries

| From the world’s
!+ largest manufacturer of
i! fiberglass church products

i - e Steeples © Krinklglas®
i |+ oBaptistries Windows

\_o Lighted Wall o Baptistry Heaters
Crosses

ls FIBERGLA
/\ B speciALTI
INCORPORATE

Call or write for
our free catalog

1-800-527-1459
PQ.Box 1340
H«ldeuon TX75653-1340

POSITION AVAILABLE: Food
Service Manager, full-time, salaried,
commercial food service and/or
school cafeteria experience desired.
Contact John Boone, Highview Bap-
tist Church, 7711 Fegenbush Lane,
Louisville, Ky. 40228. Phone (502)
239-7711.

FOR SALE: 1992 Dodge 15-passen-
ger van, dual air, balance of factory
warranty. $6,000 off new. Frankfort
Chrysler, 1-800-289-8223.

FOR SALE: LaserMaster 19" hi-res
desktop publishing monitor, control-
lers, extras, $1,495. (502) 244-1685.

LIGHTING
RENTAL-SALES

World Creative Lighting
(812) 282-5477

- 307 New Venture Drive

"Surely the Lord is in this place...."
Genesis 28:16b

Danzinger-Byrd

Architect - Construction Manager

502-361-0171

Louisville, Kentucky

“When they
announce on the
radio that “tonight
we are going to
exorcise the devil
out of the church
which belonged to
us,’ it’s a strange
feeling.”

Sergei Nikolaev, pastor of
Temple of the Gospel Bap-
tist Church in St. Peters-
burg, Russia, on threats

from the Russian Orthodox
Church
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KENTUCKY KERNELS

Baptists have a 2 1/2
page listing in the new
1,045-page Kentucky
Encyclopedia released
last week to
commemorate the state’s
bicentennial. The Baptist
entry was written by Jack
Birdwhistell of
Georgetown College. It
notes the first record of a
Baptist presence in
Kentucky was in 1776,
when William Hickman
from Virginia preached a
sermon in Harrodstown
(now Harrodsburg), and
that Baptists are now the
largest religious group in
the state.

Mountains to the Mississippi |

B BANDANA—Bandana Church
called Norman Ellis as interim pas-
tor.

B BARDWELL—A May 3 celebra-
tion at Bardwell Church included a
tribute to senior adults, a commemo-
ration of Greg McFadden’s one-year
anniversary as pastor, high Sunday
school attendance and 21 professions
of faith. Chris Kurtz, youth minister,
challenged the youth to reach high at-
tendance in Sunday school. By ex-
ceeding the goal, they were allowed
to throw pie in the faces of the church
staff members.

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Robert
Gaddis, associate professor of music
and chairman of the fine arts division
of Campbellsville College, received
the doctor of education degree from
the University of Kentucky.

B EASTWOOD—Marion Lee Go-
ing has resigned as pastor of East-
wood Church. Resumes for the posi-
tion are being accepted and may be
addressed to First Baptist Church, pul-
pit committee, Box 103, Eastwood,
Ky. 40018.

B ELIZABETHTOWN—The exec-
utive board of Severns Valley Baptist
Association authorized payment in
full on the indebtedness of its minis-
try center building.

B FARMINGTON—Bell City
Church called Bill Dodson as pastor.
B FRANKFORT—Jud Reasons,
who was ordained to the ministry May
24, has resigned as minister of youth
at First Church to serve in a similar

position at First Church in Augusta,
Ga.

B LAWRENCEBURG—AIlton
Church called Ellery Milburn as in-
terim minister of music.

B LOUISVILLE—Lela Hendrix
has resigned as minister of students at
‘Walnut Street Church in order to com-
plete her doctoral degree.

B MIDDLETOWN—Conrad Dodd
is serving as associate pastor in edu-
cation at First Church. He previously
served as pastor of First Church in
Port Orchard, Wash.

B MORELAND—First Church held
renewal services May 3-8 with David
McGowin of Hanceville, Ala., as
guest evangelist. The theme was
“Family Spoken Here.”

B PADUCAH—Denzel Dukes re-
tired May 31, after completing 44
years of ministry on Mother’s Day.
He was pastor of churches in Ken-
tucky and Tennessee for 41 years, and
for the past three years was associate
pastor of Lone Oak First Church.
Dukes plans to rest for a short period
and then be available to churches. His
address is 225 Wexford Ct., Paducah,
Ky. 42003.

B VERSAILLES—Versailles
Church celebrates its 150th anniver-
sary this month with a walking tour to
each of the congregation’s former
meeting places.

B WICKLIFFE—Bethlehem Church
called Charles Frazier as pastor. He
was ordained to the ministry May 24
at Beulah Church in Fancy Farm.

BIGEST FISH Sam Bracto (left) and his son, Shay, both of Hnerson, receive a trophy

from Bob Simpkins, state Brotherhood director, during the first Brotherhood fishing.tour-
nament at Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly May 29-30. The father-son team won the
award for catching the biggest fish in the tournament, a 4.5-pound largemouth bass. A
total of 54 men and boys ventured out onto Kentucky Lake for the event after hearing a
program about “Fishing for Men” the night before.

Yeaste retires after 31 years at Bardstown

BARDSTOWN—XKit Yeaste, long-
time Kentucky pastor and civic leader,
retired April 26. Yeaste served for 31
years as pastor of Bardstown Baptist
Church in Bardstown.

He also was active in civic organi-
zations such as the Nelson County
Red Cross, the board of directors for
Kentucky’s Baptist hospitals, and the
Boy Scouts of America. He was com-
missioned a Kentucky Colonel by
Gov. Bert Combs.

He received a graduate equivalent
diploma, a bachelor’s degree from

Georgetown College and the master
of divinity degree from Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, all while
serving as pastor in several churches

. throughout the state.

In 1961, Yeaste was called as pas-
tor of Bardstown Baptist Church.

Yeaste has been active in the Bard-
stown Ministerial Association and
moderator of the Central and Nelson
Baptist Associations.

The Yeastes plan to devote their
retirement years to missions, family
and travel. :

Asher and Ica fell in love as teen-agers wash-

Love through the window glass
fight. Having just turned 33 the week before, he

ing windows in the 1920s. Both were students at

- Oneida when they met. :

Asher was a poor mountain boy from the Big
Creek community. Coming to Oneida, he lived
in the home of the local doctor, Preston Jones.
“Doc” Jones, newly graduated from medical
school, came to our village in 1908 with the in-
tentions of staying one year. Instead, Doc lived
the remainder of his life here. He delivered hun-
dreds of babies riding up and down the creeks

and hollows. Young children knew
nothing of the stork. They thought
new babies came in Doc’s saddlebags.
Asher fed and curried Doc’s hors-
es, milked the cows, gathered eggs,
cut grass and did scores of jobs before
and after school on the Oneida cam-
pus. Mrs. Julia Jones was as capable a
- housekeeper as Doc was medically.
She was a stickler for house cleaning
and kept Asher busy in that way also.
She never was satisfied that the win-
dows were clean enough. She would
call in reinforcements from down the
street. A pretty young girl named Ica

would wash the windows on the inside while
Asher washed outside. Looking through the glass
at one another, they fell in love, and neither ever

loved another.

But it was nearly 14 years before they were to
marry. They each graduated in the early years of
the Great Depression. With one year of college,
Ica taught her first school at Newfound, a one-
room school with scores of students in all eight
grades. Asher continued to help Doc and did
varying work in the area. Financially, things were

so difficult they delayed marriage.

The ’30s ended, and nearly two years later the
nation was at war and Asher was going away to

married Ica on her 30th birthday, June 3, 1942.

Theirs has been a wonderful 50-year partner-

ONEIDA
3 JOURNAL

Barkley Moore

ship, and this past week scores of friends and
family helped Asher and Ica celebrate their birth-
days and their golden anniversary.

“Miss Ica,” as all her former students still call
her, taught for 42 years. She taught me to read
and write in the Oneida primer class and also in
the fifth and sixth grades. She was my teacher
more hours than any other person. Under her I

got a wonderful academic foundation
and developed a love for history.

Asher did not return until World
War II was over three years later. Dur-
ing those years Miss Ica also was
housemother to Oneida’s girls.

In 1945, Asher opened a country
store a block from our campus. His
slogan was “Good feelings go with
square dealings.” Always smiling, his
greeting was, “How are you, neigh-
bor? What can I do for you today?”
He always carried the groceries to the
car and gave the same courtesy to one
buying a pop as to another buying $50

of groceries. He carried many on credit from one
tobacco crop to the next. After nearly 40 years,
Asher retired to work hours daily in his beloved

garden and to enjoy Ica full time and his only son,

Paid Column

Jennings, and only grandson, named for himself.

Our school hosted the community gathering
to honor these good neighbors, now in their 80s.
We cut fresh flowers to decorate the tables,
brought out our best china, crystal and silver. We
had a feast. “Well done, good and faithful ser-
vants,” Asher and Ica.

Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

“This is a busy place,” observed
a Virginia volunteer, one of 420
volunteers scheduled to be on cam-
pus from May through August to
assist in work projects. The prima-
ry goal is to complete renovation
of four student cottages. Eight men
from Greenup Association, Ash-
land, began the summer by remov-
ing the top, placing new rafters and
decking on a Holly Hill cottage,
and laying the founda-
tion for a new room.

. Two associations
have re-adopted cottag-
es they built in the early
’50s. Lebanon and New
Lebanon Baptists in
Virginia sent 41 volun-
teers and contributed
several thousand dol-
lars for materials. They
added a kitchen/dining/
utility room to a Bear
Trail cottage, replaced
the flooring, installed
windows, ran new wiring, placed
insulation, and completed numer-
ous other jobs. Sullivan Associa-
tion, Kingsport, Tenn., under the
direction of alumnus and director
of missions Tommy Holtzclaw,
plans to send 25 workers weekly
for a three-week period.

Other Kentucky work teams for
the summer come from: Central,
Winchester; Macedonia, Owens-
boro; Mount Carmel, Utica; First,
Murray; Cittendon Assoc., Wil-
liamstown; Hall St., Owensboro;

420 volunteers assist Clear Creek

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill D. Whittaker

~savings of $50,000.

Paid Column

Lyndon, Louisville; and Bethel/
Logan Assoc., Russellville. Volun-
teers also will come from Ohio,
Alabama, Mississippi, Illinois and
Indiana.

Volunteers also will help us
prepare eight one-bedroom apart-
ments in Kelly Hall. They need
kitchen cabinets, new paint and
flooring. Some workers will clean
up the woods where timber cutting
has left many tree tops
suitable for firewood.

Construction contin-
ues on the preschool
building. Student elec-
tricians Charles Dixon
and Sam Huff wired the
facility. ~ Carpentry
trainees from Bell
County Forestry Camp
will work on the build-
ing through June. Un-
fortunately, the gover-
nor has decided to cut
this work release pro-
gram from the state budget.

We hope a new bridge across
Clear Creek will be completed be-
fore the fall term. With some sub-
contractors we will build the
bridge with student labor, for a

Yes, Clear Creek is a busy place
this summer. We welcome you to
stop by, but you may need a hard
hat!

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977
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By Charles Willis
SBC Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—The impact
of a 1910 book on age-graded Sunday
school work still can been seen today
in the buildings of Baptist churches all
over the world.

Members of individual congrega-
tions may not specifically know
Harvey Beauchamp’s “The Graded
Sunday School,” but likely they know
today’s church buildings are designed
with program needs in mind.

“Beauchamp’s book started a rev-
olution in the philosophy of Southern
Baptist church architecture that con-
tinues today,” observed Gwenn Mc-
Cormick, director of the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board’s
church architecture department.

“The Graded Sunday School” con-

Church of the

By Sarah Zimmerman
SBC Home Mission Board

COLUMBUS, Ohio (BP)—Suc-
cessful churches of the future will be
more like cafeterias than plate lunch
diners, the dean of religion at Liberty
University predicted.

With plate lunches, the amount of
food and how it is served is controlled,
explained Elmer Towns. A cafeteria,
on the other hand, offers choices and
variety, not control.

During a Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board conference in Colum-
bus, Ohio, Towns talked about his
study of 10 innovative churches in
America. His list included two South-

VBS can add to church’s ongoing prospect file, leader says

NASHVILLE—Churches often
miss one of the best opportunities to
locate prospects by not following up
on participants in vacation Bible
school, according to a coordinator of
Southern Baptist VBS work.

As churches plan for VBS in the
coming summer months, they should
not overlook the number of prospects
possible from VBS, said Willie Beaty,
Sunday School Board growth consult-
ant.

Beaty expressed concern about a
decline in the number of prospects
discovered during 1991 VBS—

Graded Sunday schools changed church architecture

tained suggested floor plans for a new
concept of age-graded Sunday school
classes.

Such innovation rendered every
existing Southern Baptist church
building inadequate, McCormick
said. Not even the leading church ar-
chitects of the day knew how to plan a
building to house all the departments
of the Sunday school.

In 1915, P.E. Burroughs, who
headed the Sunday School Board’s
education department, conducted a

survey to determine services that

might be offered to pastors, church
building commiittees and architects. In
1917, he established the church archi-
tecture department.

In 1992, its 75th anniversary year,
the department’s purpose continues to
include assisting churches in plan-
ning, financing, furnishing, equipping

future looks more like cafeteria than diner

emn Baptist churches—First Baptist
Church of Jacksonville, Fla., and Sec-
ond Baptist Church of Houston.

One way to make a church more
like a cafeteria is to vary times for
worship services, Sunday school and
prayer meetings, Towns said. He sug-
gested churches should have more
than one worship service, not because
the auditorium is full but to give peo-
ple options.

Saturday night worship services
are a viable option for some churches,
Towns said.

The alternative time may reach
“thousands of young people today
who have no distant echo of Christi-
anity,” he said. “They have no concept

512,429 compared to 526,878 in
1990.

Reports for mission schools and
backyard Bible clubs indicated in-
creases in prospects discovered while
the decline was in prospects from
church schools, Beaty pointed out.

While prospects declined in 1991,
Beaty said he hopes the increase in
professions of faith, number of
schools and enrollment continue in
the 1992 VBS season.

Professions of faith for 1991 were
61,420, for an increase of 5,212 over
the 56,208 reported in 1990. The

10 steps to an evangelistic VBS

LAS VEGAS, Nev. (BP)—As
churches prepare for vacation Bible
schools, they can take at least 10
steps to be sure the rite of summer is
an evangelistic tool, said Art Bur-
cham of the Southern Baptist Sun-
day School Board:

# Understand the relationship of a
child to God. Not all children are
ready for conversion at the same
age because children are unique
and develop at different paces,
Burcham said.

B Promote Bible school to unsaved
families.

I Involve the pastor in the school’s
evangelistic effort. The pastor

should not be the only one respon-
sible for evangelism, Burcham
said, but “in most situations the
church will not rise above its pas-
tor.”

I Train Bible school workers to
share their faith individually and
to teach evangelistically.

§ Include in the Bible school pro-
gram an evangelistic service when
students are given an opportunity
to respond to the gospel. The Sun-
day School Board offers several
resources to help churches plan an
effective evangelistic service
without causing children to make
a decision from peer pressure, he

and using property.
Last year, the staff of 23 provided

services for almost 2,900 churches
and denominational organizations and
for Southern Baptists in 32 locations
around the world.

Reviews of plans for Home Mis-
sion Board loans and on-site ‘and
Nashville office consultations exceed-
ed 600. More than 2,500 units of tech-
nical work were done for churches,
with an average turn-around time of
20 days.

Many small, new and mission
churches use the department’s low-
cost plans, designed with volunteer
construction crews in mind.

Interior design, landscape architec-
ture and master planning are among
other services that have been added
over the years.

In this anniversary year, the staff

that Sunday is the Lord’s Day.”

In addition, baby boomers people
born between 1945 and 1965—want
a variety of Bible study topics, Town
said. He cited a United Methodist sur-
vey finding that people expect verse-
by-verse Bible study, practical lessons
from the Bible, lessons about Chris-
tian heritage and biblical lessons
about life issues.

In sermons, people want “practi-
cal, fix-it” topics, he said, explaining
the three main issues they want pas-
tors to address are marriage relation-
ships, how to raise children and how
to manage money.

Another trait of innovative church-
es, Towns said, is that “pastors don’t

number of schools was up 1,368 from
33,101 for 1990 to 34,469 for 1991.
Enrollment increased by 86,722 for a
total of 3,620,254 in 1991 compared
with 3,533,532 in 1990.

Beaty said prospect files in church
vacation Bible schools can be in-
creased if churches train workers well
and promote schools in the communi-

A promotional theme, “Fantastic
Journey,” is developed with posters,
flyers and other items in a new VBS
promotion kit for 1992.

This is the first year a unified pro-

said. ¢

B Counsel individually with Bible
school students who make profes-
sions of faith. ¢ o

§ Continue the evangelistic thrust
after Bible school is over by con-
ducting transfer enrollment. This
involves asking children who
came to Bible school but are not
enrolled in Sunday school if they
would like to be enrolled, Bur-
chum said.

I Teach evangelistically in Sunday
school.

§ Make it a priority to visit non-
Christian parents of children who
came to Bible school.

will conduct a national church build- | |pn 1910, the graded
ing seminar in Nashville Sept. 14-17 Sunday school
for church staff people and building y
committees and a church architecture | -.CONCEpt rendered
workshop for architects Oct. 2-3. existing church

The release of two books—Plan- buildings obsolete

ning and Building Church Facilities”
in September and “Architect’s Guide”
in October—also are a part of the ob-
servance. | '

McCormick said he believes the
challenge of designing buildings for
growth and effective ministry “is as
critical today as it was 75 years ago.”

“As church programs and minis-
tries grow and demographics change,
buildings must be designed to accom-
modate that growth and change. Our
role is to work with churches and ar-
chitects to design the best facility to
achieve the vision of reaching the
world for Christ.”

and started a
revolution in
church

architecture.

do ministry.” Instead, they equip and
empower lay leaders to do everything
from hospital visits to wedding cere-
monies.

Also, Towns said, “The pastor of
the future does not make decisions.
He manages decisions and works with
a team of people. He makes better de-
cisions based on surveys of what peo-
ple think.”

People expect team leadership
based on shared problem-solving and
goal-setting, he said. -

People also want to participate in
worship services rather than be spec-
tators, Towns said. Yet successful
churches need strong small groups to
keep people in church, he added.

GET READY Susan Akin, a
vacation Bible school
teacher at First Baptist
Church in Monticello, Ark.,
works with her fifth-grade
son, John, to try out some
of the teaching materials
she will use in this year’s
VBS. (Photo by Jim
Veneman)

motional theme has been provided,
Beaty said.
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~ CLEAR CREEX

He hath made every thing beautiful in His time. Praise Himwith stringed instruments. Psalm 150:4
Ecclesiastes 3:11 :

Shape and Form
A Photographic Exhibit
in Honor of
The Class of 1992
Clear Creek Baptist Bible College
And in memory of
Michael Steven Head

Photos by Dr. Maynard Head

" | Vice President for Development - o

But he that received the seed into stony For as the days of a tree are the days of my
places, the same is he that heareth the people and mine elect shall long enjoy the
word, and anon with joy receiveth it. work of their hands. Isaiah 65:22

Matthew 13:20

Oh thatl hadwings, like a dove! For then would I fly That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in
away and be at rest. Psalm 55:6 love. Colossians 4:2
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