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AIDS exclusion 
The son of a former SBC 
executive says his fam ily 

was not welcome in 
several prominent 

Baptist churches after his 
wife and two sons 

became infected with the 
HIV virus. See page 2. 

Cults conference 
New Age movements 

and the occult were two 
topics of conversation 

during recent 
"Conference on the 

Cults" meetings held in 
Kentucky. See page 3. 

Family Forum 
Despite high divorce 

rates, 50-year marriages 
are common in America 
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today. See page 4. I t..~ 

Bingham honored 
Lincoln Bingham will 

receive the 1992 
Clarence Jordan Award. 

See page 8. 

Bushes at Highview 
President and Mrs. 

George Bush worshipped 
at Highview Baptist 

Church in Louisville after 
two church members 

invited them to attend. 
Seepage 9 . 

BIG MEAL Disaster relief volunteers Jack Wade from Calvary Baptist Church in Franklin and Jerry Butcher from First Baptist Church in 
Greenville prepare food in a large fryer for distribution to victims of Hurricane Andrew. The Kentucky Baptist Men's disaster relief unit 
served more than 30,000 hot meals in a southern suburb of Miami before relocating Sept. 1 O to Florida City, one of the areas hardest­
hit by the hurricane. Kentucky volunteers will continue staffing the unit there indefinitely. (ABP photo by Greg Warner) 

100 Kentucky Baptists assist in Florida 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

MIAMI- More than 100 Ken­
tucky Baptists have worked as disas­
ter relief volunteers in South Florida 
since Hurricane Andrew hit Aug. 24, 
and "the end is not in sight," accord­
ing to crew chief C.A. Easterling of 
Somerset • 

Volunteers associated with the 
Kentucky Baptist Men's disaster re­
lief unit served more than 30,000 hot 
meals out of Wayside Baptist Church 
in Kendall, Fla., through Sept. 10. 
They also provided chain saw crews 
to help clear debris from homes and 
other property in the area. 

As of Sept. 10, the Kentucky unit 
was relocated to First Baptist Church 
of Florida City, located about 30 miles 
further south and in the heart of the 
storm's hardest-hit area. 

Before the Kentuckians left their 
first site, nine people had professed 
faith in Jesus Christ as a direct result 
of their ministry. Thousands of others 
had been touched by the relief minis­
try. 

"I'm sure many other seeds have 
been planted and the church will reap 
the harvest later," Easterling added. 

The Kentucky disaster relief unit is 
especially valuable to the overall 
Southern Baptist effort in Florida be­
cause of. the large number of trained 
volunteers available to staff i(, said 
Bob Simpkins, state Brotherhood di­
rector. 

Simpkins, who has been serving as 
national coordinator of the Southern 
Baptist effort irr Miami, returned to 
Louisville for a few days last week but 
was to return to Florida Sept. 11. 

About 1,500 Southern Baptist vol­
unteers from across the nation have 

• been working in the South Florida re­
lief effort. More than 1,000 others 
joined them for an additional empha­
sis over the Labor Day weekend. 

In Florida City, the Kentucky vol­
unteers were to pick up the work start­
ed by Tennessee Baptists. Kentucky 
Baptists trained in disaster relief work 
will continue to· rotate in and out of 
Florida for an indefinite period. 

Florida City is one of the areas 
most devastated by the hurricane, 

Easterling explained in a telephone 
conversation from Wayside Baptist 
Church shortly before leaving for the 
new site. 

"Where we're going is going to be 
real rough," he said. "There's no elec­
tricity and no water. We'll be sleep­
ing in Army tents on the ground. 

"We will be feeding 400-550 peo­
ple daily on our line, plus • sending 
5,000 meals a day out on Red Cross 
vans to satellite feedings units." 

But the hardships and hard work 
are well worth the sacrifice, said East­
erling, who will tum 76 in November. 
"It's one of the greatest missions 
we've ever undertaken." 

And although the disaster relief 
unit is staffed by volunteers trained by 
the Kentucky Brotherhood depart­
ment, other Baptists have supported 
the effort in a variety of ways, _he said. 
One person brought a truckload of 
childcare kits, another brought a 
truckload of ice and someone else pro­
vided a much-needed set of flood­
lights. 

For Kentuckians still wanting_ to 
□ See Kentucky relief ... , page 6 

Proposal would set up Joint Committee fund 
By Marv Knox 

, 1 Editor 
tween Baptist Joint Committee foes 
and advocates-Sept. 4. The proposal 
will be considered by the full Execu­
tive Board when it meets in Louisville 
Nov. 9, just prior to the KBC annual 

amendments. Supporters have said it 
holds the traditional Baptist line on 
separation of church and state and that 
abortion never was its assignment. 
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The Baptist Joint Committee could 
get about $17,000 per year from the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention but 
would not receiye ongoing church 
contributions through the conven­
tion's budget, according to a proposal 
to be considered by the KBC Execu­
tive Board. 

The Kentucky Baptist Convention 
Executive Board's business and fi­
nance committee approved the plan-­
designed to strike a compromise be-

meeting. • • 
The Baptist Joint Committee, a re­

ligious liberty watchdog that has rep­
resented nine Baptist denominations 
in Washington, has been near the cen­
ter of Southern Baptist controversy 
for most of the past decade. 

Opponents have said it's too liber­
al, that it should have supported 
school-prayer and_ anti-abortion 

Until recently, the Southern Bap­
tist Convention provided the lion's 
share of the Baptist Joint Committee 
budget. Kentucky Baptists participat­
ed in that support through contribu­
tions to the SBC Cooperative Pro­
gram unified budget. But the SBC 
funding was reduced from $400,000 
to $50,000 in 1990 and cut complete­
ly in 1991. 
□ See Proposal would .. . , page 7 

Single adults 
urged ta be 

1 encauragers 
RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)­

Christian singles need to move 
beyond the pain of past rejections 
and become affirmers of other 
people, speakers urged at a Bap­
tist conference for single adults 
held Labor Day weekend at 
Ridgecrest, N.C. 

And church leaders wete en­
couraged at the conference to s~ 
beyond the "traditional" family 
to meet the needs of a growing 
single adult population. 

"I think it's a sin for singles to 
have a down-in-the-mouth atti­
tude about their singleness," said 
Ron Churchill, a single adult who 
is pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Plant City, Fla. 

He acknowl~ged some peo­
ple still suggest people are in~ 
_complete until married. But 
Christians "find our complete­
ness in Jesus Christ, not by find­
ing someone to marry," he said. 

Churchill urged singles to be 
affirrners, to build up other peo­
ple, and not be evaluators who 
tear others down. • 

"The healing antidote for re­
jection is affirmation," he said. 
"We nurture other people when 
we tell them what is good and 
noble and honorable in them. 

"Listen to the people who 
• want you to succeed," he urged. 

"Think about the people who are 
for you." 

That advice is especially true 
for single adults over age 50, add- . 
ed Sara Thrash, a retired educa­
tor whose husband left her for an­
other woman 14 years·ago. 
.- "I meet so many singles over 
50who seem to need a jump-start 
from God's Diehard battery," 
Thrash said. Too many older sin­
gles seem sidetracked with "if 
onlies" and playing the "ain't it 
awful game," she added. 

After her divorce, Thrash 
said, she "chose for almost three 
years to lie on a pallet of self-pity. 
God will let us do that. God had 
to do open heart surgery on my 
attitude, my life. Change comes 
only when you get sick and tired 
of being sick and tired 

"Otrr problem is ~ e want to 
microwave . our . pairi;" Thrash 
counseled. "God doesn't micro­
wave us, he' slow cooks us. And 
he) right there with,, his eye on 
the thermostat." •• 
, Only a few years ago, 
Churchill said, single adults in a 
churclt were viewed either as 
"swingers, losers or perverts." 

But today, being single is a 
v.iable option, he explained, not­
ing about 50 percent of adults in .. 
the United States are sihgle. • 

That means too many church­
es are focusing their total ener­
gies on reaching the 7 percent of 
the population that make up the 
"traditional'. ' family of mother, 

1 father and two or more children, 
he warned. 
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BAPTISTS. 
BAPTIST BITS 

· ■ The Pembrook 
Foundation, a church­

planting ministry closely 
aligned with the Florida 

Baptist Convention, is 
collecting funds to help 

repair and rebuild 16 
church buildings 

destroyed or heavily 
damaged by Hurricane 
Andrew. Contributions 

should be sent to the 
foundation at 445 N. 
Wymore, Suite 102, 

Winter Park, Fla. 32789. 

■ A $2 million lawsuit 
filed against the 

Southern Baptist 
Convention will be 

dismissed, accoraing to 
SBC legal counsel James 

Guenther. The suit 
related to ch ild abuse 
cases tied to a former 

staff member of a 
Tennessee Baptist 

church. Attorneys for the 
plaintiff have filed an 
"order of non-suit," 

which should release the 
SBC from the case, he 

explained. 

■ A $1 million gift has 
been received by the 

Southern Baptist Annuity 
Board, marking the 
institution's largest 

personal gift in history. 
Hughy and Wyndolyn 

Royster Hollifield of 
Winston-Salem, N.C., 

donated the money for 
the board's fund to 

supplement retirement 
contributions for pastors 

of new or small 
churches. 

■ James Porch, a 
pastor from Tullahoma, 
Tenn., has been elected 

executive director­
treasurer of the 

Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. He will 

succeed D.L. Lowrie, 
who leaves this month to 
return to the pastorate of 

First Baptist Church in 
Lubbock, Texas. 

College dismisses chancellor 
BO LIV AR, Mo. (BP}-The chan­

cellor of Southwest Baptist Universi­
ty was dismissed Sept. 3 after trustees 
accused him of sabotaging the elec­
tion of a Kentucky educator as the 
school's president. 

James Sells served as chief execu­
tive officer of the Missouri Baptist 
school from 1969 to 1991, but had re­
tained the title of chancellor under a 
contract to run through 1993. 

He was abruptly dismissed by trus­
tees after refusing to meet with them 
about allegations that he orchestrated 
a campaign to thwart the election of 
Ron Ellis as president and instead pro­
mote election of defeated gubernato­
rial candidate Roy Blunt. 

Ellis is vice president of Camp­
bellsville College, a Kentucky Baptist 
school in Campbellsville. 

Trustees said Sells made "a delib­
erate attempt . . . to interfere with the 
proper working of the board of trus­
tees to find and hire a president of the 
university." 

Ellis was the announced recom­
mendation of the trustee search com­
·mittee but withdrew his name from 
consideration after learning of a cam­
paign against him. 

The trustees charge Sells orches­
trated that campaign by distributing 
information he knew to be incorrect 
and by authoring anonymous letters 
attributed to students and faculty. 

Trustee Chairman Wayne Gott 
said trustees desired to "work some­
thing out" with Sells and invited him 
to two different meetings. However, 
Sells refused to meet with the trustee 
executive committee. 

SBC housing deadline nears 
NASHVILLE (BP}-Hotel reser­

vations for the 1993 Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting should be 
mailed Oct. 1, according to conven­
.tion manager Richard Rosenbaum Jr. 

The meeting will be June 15-17 in 
Houston's George R. Brown Conven­
tion Center. 

A new addition this year will be an 
attempt to assist groups of 50 or more 
people who wish to stay in the same 
hotel, Rosenbaum said. Requests for 
group housing forms should be direct­
ed to the Housing Information Office, 
SBC Executive Committee, 901 
Commerce Street, Suite 750, Nash­
ville, Tenn. 37203, telephone (615) 
244-2355. 

Individual housing request forms 
are available from the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention and in the September 
issue of The Baptist Program. 

Requests postmarked Oct. 1 will 
receive priority. The SBC housing of­
fice will begin filling the requests Oct. 
15. The housing office will assist in 
finding rooms for others after requests 
postmarked Oct. 1 have been filled. 

The convention's block of 8,000 
rooms is spread among 39 Houston 
hotels. The Hyatt Regency will serve 
as SBC headquarters, with the Westin 
Galleria Hotel as WMU headquarters. 

Disabled individuals and others 
with special needs should contact the 
SBC Housing Information Office. 

Clinton says he supports RFRA 
WASHINGTON (ABP}-Demo­

cratic presidential nominee Bill 
Clinton_spoke in favor of the Reli­
gious Freedom Restoration Act dur­
ing a Sept. 9 address to Jewish leaders 
in Washington. 

The Arkansas governor, a South­
ern Baptist, told members of the B 'nai 
B 'rith Biennial International Conven­
tion that America needs a U.S. Su­
preme Court that does not hand down 
"ill-advised rulings" that necessitate 
congressional intervention with legis­
lation such as RFRA. 

RFRA, backed by a 53-member 
coalition of religious and civil-liber­
ties organizations, would restore the 
strict "compelling interest" test that 
the Supreme Court formerly required 
government to meet before restricting 
religious practice. 

Under the standard, government 

could restrict religious practice only to 
protect a state interest of the highest 
order, such as safety or health, and if 
the least restrictive means of safe..: 
guarding that interest had been used. 

The high court virtually abandoned 
the standard in its 1990 decision in 
Employment Division vs. Smith. 

_ A church-state specialist who 
chairs the Coalition for the Free Exer­
cise of Religion lauded Clinton's im­
plicit endorsement of RFRA. 

Oliver Thomas, general counsel 
for the Baptist Joint Committee, said: 
"We hope Mr. (George) Bush will 
join Mr. Clinton in supporting RFRA. 
This is a bipartisan effort that deserves 
the support of both presidential candi­
dates." 

The Joint Committee and the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com­
mission both support RFRA. 

Baptists aid after Nicaraguan flood 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua (BP}­

Nicaraguan Baptists have begun pro­
viding emergency food and clothing 
to survivors of the tidal wave that 
slammed Nicaragua's Pacific coast 
Sept. 1, killing at least 100 people. 

All Southern Baptist missionaries 
in the country, including former Ken­
tuckians Sam and Margaret Drum­
mond, are reported to be safe. 

The Baptist Convention of Nicara­
gua will work through local Baptist 
churches and contribute money, food 
and clothing to relief efforts begun by 

the Nicaraguan Red Cross. Drum­
mond is representing Southern Bap­
tists on a Nicaraguan Baptist commit­
tee planning relief efforts. 

The Baptist convention decided to 
request $25,000 in relief funds from 
several Baptist groups based in the 
United States. About ·$10,000 would 
be earmarked for emergency food and 
clothing and $15,000 would be used 
to rebuild houses. 

The Baptist World Alliance al­
ready has committed $5,000 to fund 
relief efforts in Nicaragua. 

2 WESTERN RECORDER ■ SEPTEMBER 15, 1992 

-·r~put · 
quited A 

:eel V· 
.. "We 

and 
thatch 

If 
canbe 

:en said lie Was more ___ " " 
hen Broadway l:3aptist Church in 

7Fort Worth, ktlown nationally as a 
ay~a.J)tistChutch .;;. progressive . 5ongregatiort, :tlso 

c°'anged its poll,- ' blocked his . son from attendiµg 
Sunday school. • • 

The grandson of a Baptist min- ''The experience haunt.ed us and 
ister and the son of Jimmy Allen, has caused us to do a tremendous 
former Southern Baptist Conven- amount of study," said Jan Hill, 
tion president, 36-year-old Scott minister of childhood education. 
Allen bas left the church. and is tell- The Allens' request initially 
ing his story to encourage congre- went to Cecil Sherman, then senior 
gations to help those infected with minist.er and a friend of the family. 
the human immunodeficiency vi- "It was discussed by the minis-
rus,which leads to AIDS. terial staff. We sought counsel from 

:T<ion't think it's. strictly a fail: six physicians, as well as the Ceti­
:lite of churches;" he said. "It's a lers for Disease Control," said Hill, 
failure. of our culture and our soci- who has been at the church for sev-­
ety, and too often churches reflect en years. "We could not get the 
society." ..... _ same story twice from physicians, 

A!J.$0 said his eldest son, Matt, ' for one thulg, /llld basically di,d not 
, , . ·- - ., P L ·- - ,.. ,_ - respond to the (Allen) family!' 

Recently, J3rg!ldway' s .. §ij,il­
!n's mi~ .~~ ronutlitl 

'oved a policy!'-llowing .the f •••••••.•••••. 

receive ariy£bild,and family. '.' 
"We areJ,¢ginning to use:iilli~ 

'with re 

regory, now p~or 01 ,. ... .,. 
Cl:iurch • of Dallas, rec:alled 
tin~ dµf~rently. 

Scott's home 
4o aq~g Travis 
do," <sai d Gtegory, ., wno 
ed Allen never directlv IP.-

'-



IICICltml:Jtll lJ◄ 
.... · ,.,;.· .•. •·. l \ (~ .. ··.<··' 
wn,'OR S ur;a1 

GI;:ORGETQWN--Geoige­
towr(~llege, .i t<tntucky,1§~ 
tist ··, Conven~on,-supported 
school, has beeninamed one.of 
America's "best buys" in 
educatioa 

G~tgetown is. one of ~col~ 
leges and universities ~J~ted 
from a. muional .pool of1>ublic 
and .pJiyate. in~ptntio 
listing ih/'Batton;s Best 
College Education," to 
leased.this week{ 

KENTUCKY 
New Age influence subtle, Terry warns 
By Mary Royals Driskill 
State Correspondent 

PIKEVILLE-Most Kentucky 
Baptists wouldn't recognize a New 
Age item in their own homes, and 
they might have just one or two. 

That's the illustration Mark Terry 
of Clear Creek Baptist Bible Institute 
used to describe the subtle influence 
of New Age movements in American 
life while speaking at Shelbania Grace 
Baptist Church in Pikeville Sept. 1. 

Terry was one of four certified 
seminar leaders at two "Conference 
on the Cults" programs recently host­
ed by the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion's evangelism office. In addition 
to New Age Movements, seminars 
focused on the occult, Mormonism 
and Jehovah's Witnesses. 

The New Age movement is subtle 
but pervasive, Terry said, noting that 
"almost every book store in America 
has a New Age section." And he's 
convinced merchaqts stock the mer­
chandise because it sells. 

Christians might find the influence 
of New Age movements in their 
homes, he said, in things such as "He 
Man" cartoons, "Star Wars" movies, 
the "Smurfs," crystals aqd some items 
featuring unicorns and rainbows. 

But Terry is quick to point out that 

not everyone who may have or use 
these symbols has a New Age agen­
da. 

New Age movements have no one 
founder or central headquarters but 
can be defined as a "broad coalition 
of various networking organizations 
that believe in a new world religion, 
are working for a new world order and 
expect a New Age christ," he said. 
"These concepts have crept into our 
workplaces, our music and the media, 
even our educational system." 

For example, Terry said, the Ken­
tucky Educational Television Net­
work this year broadcast a series on 
Trascendental Meditation to elemen­
tary school children to teach them 
concepts of concentration. 

Terry warned that the subtle influ­
ences of New Age may overlap with 
the occult, a subject taught at the con­
ference by Charles Rice of Clear 
Creek College. 

"The darkest side of the occult is 
Satanism," Rice said, explaining the 
occult's connection to voodoo, Tarrot 
cards, Ouigi boards and the Dungeon 
& Dragons game. 

These influences can be found in 
most any high school in America, he 
said. 

While visiting his son's high 
school in Bell County, Rice ex-

plained, he found an invitation for stu­
dents to join a Satanic group. 

Rice suggested several reasons the 
occult attracts teen-agers: curiosity, 
peer pressure, the drug culture, media 
influence, the breakdown of the fami­
ly and the declining influence of the 
church. 

He said teen-agers are engaged in 
a search for truth and often are reject­
ing the religion of their parents. This 
makes it vital for Christians to model 
an authentic faith for children, he add­
ed. 

Some warning signs of involve­
ment in the occult, Rice said, include 
a sudden personality change, prefer­
ence for black clothing and make-up, 
drug use and a preoccupation with 
death. 

Symbols associated with the occult 
include a distorted cross, pentagram 
(star inside a circle) and the number 
666. 

Terry and Rice are among a group 
of Kentucky Baptists certified by the 
Southern • Baptist Home . Mission 
Board to teach seminars on interfaith 
witness issues. 

Additional information about a va­
riety of cults, sects and religious 
groups is printed in "Belief Bulletins" 
available from the HMB or the KBC' s 
evangelism office. 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ A community chorus 
is being organized by 
Cumberland College's 
music department to 
serve the Southeastern 
Kentucky region. 
Rehearsals are held on 
Mondays from 7-9 p.m: 
in McGaw Music 
Building on the 
Williamsburg campus. 
Pre-enrollment is not 
necessary to join. For • 
information, call (606) 
549-2200, extension 
4332. 

Dockery hopes Southern can be catalyst for SBC unity 

■ Campbellsville 
College will host a 
preview day for high 
school juniors and 
seniors Sept. 26. The 
day's events include 
campus tours, meetings 
with faculty and staff, 
access to information 
about financial aid and 
academic programs as 
well as a luncheon and a 
Tiger football game. For 
more information, call 
(800) 264-6014. 

■ Kentucky Campers on _ 
Mission will hold their By Pat Cole 

Southern Seminary 

LOUISVILLE (BP)--Creating a 
catalyst for denominational unity is 
the vision of David Dockery, the new 
dean of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary's school of theology. 

"We need to begin to move out of 
an era of frustration into a time of pos­
itive transition ... so as to be agents of 
unity for future generations in the 
Southern Baptist Convention," said 
Dockery, who was installed Sept. 1 as 
dean during convocation services 
opening the fall semester. 

Dockery's installation marks a 
major milestone in the seminary's 
more conservative course charted last 
year in the school's "Covenant Re-

LOUISVILLE (BP}-Theolog­
ical educators must bear some of 
the blame for the church's failure to 
appeal to a generation of young 
adults, the head of the nation's pri­
mary accrediting agency for theo­
logical schools said. 

In a Sept. I convocation address 
at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, James 
Waits, executive director of the As­
sociation of Theological Schools, 
said a recent Presbyterian study has 
shown that "an entire generation 
between the ages of 33 to 42 'left 
the church in the 1970s and are not 
coming back."' 

"We have not made the case 
with this generation for participa­
tion in organized religion, and we 
in the seminaries must bear some of 
the responsibility for the ill-focused 

newal," a document approved in an 
effort to help relieve mounting ten­
sions between faculty and a new con­
servative majority among trustees. 
Trustees and faculty agreed in the 
covenant to steer the school in a more 
conservative direction by filling future 
faculty vacancies with theological 
conservatives. 

"We must develop a framework 
for faculty, administration and trus­
tees to live out our mutual commit­
ments to the covenant," Dockery said 
in an interview. "We need to build 
alumni support and broaden our ap­
peal in both our denominational and 
broader evangelical contexts." 

For the past two years, Dockery, 
who holds the faculty rank of associ­
ate professor of New Testament, has 

quality and unconvincing appeal of 
much of the church's pastoral lead­
ership," Waits said. 

Graduates of theological schools 
have complained their training did 
not prepare them for the practical 
aspects of ministry, Waits noted. 

"We have tended to dismiss 
their remarks on the grounds that 
such comments lacked academic 
respectability. Perhaps what our 
graduates have been (saying) is for 
us to better equip them for making 
the case to a generation that seems 
yet to want to believe, but sees or­
ganized religion as an unimagina­
tive conveyance of the deeper truth 
and meaning for which they yearn." 

Some schools have begun to re­
assess their mission, he said, but for 
the most part theologians have been 
slow to envision new strategies. 

been general editor of the New Amer­
ican Commentary for Broadman 
Press, the publishing arm of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board. 

Previously, he taught two years at 
Southern Seminary and six years at 
Criswell College in Dallas. 

Dockery said he would like to 
build an evangelically oriented school 
that embodies academic respectabili­
ty and cultural relevancy. 

"My goals include providing the 
best Baptist/evangelical scholarship 
possible, maintaining the highest aca­
demic standards for the school of the­
ology and educating ministers who 
can bridge the gap between our 
changing American and global con­
text," he said. "We also need to en-

gage the public square with the truth 
claims of Christianity." 

Search processes for new profes­
sors in the school of theology should 
focus on individuals who have a "deep 
spiritual commitment" as well as aca­
demic qualifications, he said. 

New faculty members must affirm 
"the complete inspiration and truthful­
ness of Scripture," the seminary's 
confessional statement and the cove­
nant, Dockery said. 

But he praises the current faculty 
as "one of the finest" assembled and 
said he hopes to build on that base. 
"We want people who understand 
Southern' s rich heritage, who are ded­
icated to the church and world evan­
gelization through their respective dis­
ciplines." 

GOATS ON THE GO Tommy Leachman and Amy Baff, residents of Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children, show their goats at the Kentucky State Fair last month. Children 
from the agency's Glen Dale campus won at least 99 ribbons, including 22 blue ribbons. 
The 4-H program at Glen Dale gives the children who have experienced difficult family 
situations, abuse or neglect an opportunity to learn nurturing skills by working one-on­
one with animals such as goats, pigs, dogs, rabbits, sheep and bulls. 

fall rally Oct. 9-11 at 
Walnut Meadow 
Campground, located 
one-half mile off 1-75 at 
exit 76 near Berea. The 
weekend includes a chili 
supper, potluck dinner 
and gospel concert. For 
reservations, call the 
campground at (606) 
986-6180. 

■ The Blair Christmas 
Museum is moving from 
Monroe, Mich., to the 
new Cumberland College 
Museum, and will open 
the day after 
Thanksgiving. The 
collection represents the 
lifelong work of Jim and 
Joyce Blair, who have 
collected electrically 
controlled animals, 
snowmen, elves, skiing 
bears, a giant rotating 
snowman, thousands of 
lights and yards of 
artificial snow to create a 
diverse display. 

■ C,orrection: Due to an 
editing error, last week's 
Recorder mistakenly 
identified Wayne Moore, 
a new staff member at 
Cumberland College, as 
James Moore. 
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OPINION 
'We· must speak for the powerless' 

It is time to reshape our nation's 
public values as well as OUI private 
values. Some talk about values as if 
all values were transmitted only with­
in the family- that the sum of moral­
ity in our society is what parents tell 
children about sexuality, self-disci­
pline, faith, honesty and work. These 
are central values, of course. They 
must be transmitted from parent to 
child. 

But the family's transmission of 
values is only part of the story. The 
other part is how we support those 
"family" values in our lives outside • 
the home: in our religious congrega­
tions, in our work places, in our civic 
and government public policies. Do . 
we exemplify in our public life the 
values of sharing, honesty, tolerance 
and taking responsibility for each oth­
er? 

Each private family value is mir­
rored by a public value. If we expect 
families to teach children to solve 
their problems peacefully, we need 
media and public policies that don't 

glamorize violence or put guns in the 
hands of children and adults. 

If we expect families to teach chil­
dren the value of hard work, we need 
public policies that make work pay 
and allow a hard-working parent to 
support the family above the poverty 
line and get needed health care and 
child care. 

If we expect families to teach chil­
dren the centrality of education, we 
need first-rate schools and to invest in 
fully-funding programs like Head 
Start that are proven to increase the 
likelihood of children successfully 
completing high school. 

If we expect families to teach their 
children to delay sexual activity and 
pregnancy, we must provide children 
real hope and options, engage them in 
school and after, and fill them with 
life's promise, not despair. 

And if we want these values to per­
meate our society, we must reject 
scapegoating of the poor and of wel­
fare recipients, and efforts to cut the 
meager benefits poor children receive. 

We must find and support real 
moral leadership for our country. If 
Christ were here today, would he 
blame the poor children for erosion of 
wages and job training and opportuni­
ties? Would Lincoln use code words 
to blame blacks for the disintegration· 
of values? Would Martin Luther King 
be silent about the escalating violence 
in our culture-on TV, in toy stores, 
movies, music and cities? 

Our moral voices-our assertion 
of values- must speak for those who 
are powerless or cannot speak for 
themselves, for the victims whom oth­
ers would blame as well as victimize. 
We must speak out for those whose 
lives are blighted by poverty or dis­
crimination or illness or hopelessness. 
And we must speak out for the chil­
dren, who are suffering the most but 
have the greatest potential to redeem 
our country if we first redeem our­
selves by acting to meet their needs. 

Marian Wright Edelman, Director 
Children's Defense Fund 

Washington 

We need to take time to be still & hear God 
One of my favorite signs is the one 

that says, "The hurrier I go, the be­
hinder I get." R.A. Lafferty said it this 
way, "And then the world came to an 
end, only everyone was too busy to 
notice, so they went right on doing 
what they • 

"No." Maybe we fail to recognize our 
own limitations. Perhaps it is because 
we have allowed others to force us 
onto this treadmill. 

Jesus never seemed like he was in 
a hurry, even when othe.rs tried to 

always did." 
Our pace 

is fast. We 
MINISTERIALLY SPEAKING 

"push" him. 
He paced 
himself and 

drive fast, eat fast, walk fast and die 
fast. The statistics say we are living 
longer, but many people are not en­
joying life. 

Why do we hurry? Maybe we are 
afraid we will miss something. May­
be we just don't know how to say, 

never missed 
doing what was right and important. 
A man's daughter was dying, but 
Jesus stopped to heal a woman. Peo­
ple in the city were waiting to hear 
him speak, but he stopped to bless the 
children. The story he told about the 

. good Samaritan was the story of men 

The courage of sacrifice 
My telephone call to Cyprus was 

routed through Rome. Static accom­
panied our every word, but we man­
aged to communicate. 

The brief but effective invasion of 
Cyprus by Turkey had ended within a 
few weeks. New borders had been 
drawn; the Cypriot Greeks had lost 
significant portions of the island. 

The war had broken out while A}.: 

well. His parents, however, had lost 
their home in the bombings. 

Shortly he revealed that the ware­
house, in which all our household ef­
fects had been stored, had been 
bombed. "I am sorry, Mr. Marshall," 
he consoled, as though he had suf­
fered the loss. 

After the initial pain, life went on 
for us. We rebuilt, and no one would 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

suspect that such ever hap­
pened to us. 

Our losses were small 
compared to the thousands 
of Cypriots who had been 
displaced by the invasion. 
It would be years before 
the wounds of war would 
ultimately recede into 
scars. 

ice, the children and I were 
returning from furlough, 
attempting to drive a Volk­
swagen bus from Frank­
furt, Germany, to Beirut, 
Lebanon. We had succeed­
ed; although on several oc­
casions prayed for "deliv­
erance" from some un­
comfortable encounters 
with Turkish troops con­
voyed along the main 
roads through Turkey. 

Several weeks later, I 
returned to Nicosia and 

William W. Marshall went by Hull-Blythe. All 
It would be several 

weeks before we could make contact 
with Cyprus to ship our household ef­
fects on to Beirut as prearranged with 
our travel agent in Nicosia. 

"Andreas!" I shouted over the 
phone. "It's Bill Marshall. How are 
you?" 

My four-year friend at Hull-Blythe 
responded that he and his family were 

of the employees I remem­
bered were there. Andreas got to his 
feet, and we embraced. 

He ordered "cafe' metrio" (medi­
um-sweet Turkish coffee) for the two 
of us, and we sat at a small table in a 
comer of the large room. 

Andreas had become a friend dur­
ing those early years; I had frequently 
lunched with him and on one occa-

in a hurry who would not stop, and a 
"good" Samaritan who did. 

"Be still and know that I am God," 
said the Lord (Psalm 46: 10). 

To a great degree, the pace we live 
life by depends on us. Who has time 
to be still? You and I need to begin 
just that. We need to step back and 
look at our lives and ask, "Is all that I 
am doing necessary?" 

"Slow me down Lord; quiet my 
mind; show me how to enjoy life and 
to do with my life what is meaningful 
and purposeful:" 

Michael Gilmore, pastor 
Westport Road Baptist Church 

Louisville 

sion, been in his home. He was Greek 
Orthodox, as were 99 percent of the 
Greek Cypriots. 

I asked him how, with most of the 
foreigners gone, they were managing 
in their business. 

His answer was penetrating; I have 
never forgotten. "We are all working 
at half-salary. But we are working, 
thank God!" 

Much of the Cyprus economy was 
devastated for awhile, but, as I 
learned, the Greek people sacrificed 
and worked for less in order that most 
people could remain employed. 

This story has come to my mind 
recently in the context of my life in a 
nation which seems to be unwilling to 
make· the necessfifY sacrifices to pro­
vide a reasonable livelihood and 
healthcare system for all of its citi­
zens. 

Someone has. said: "A decent pro­
vision for the poor is the true test of a 
civilization;" and that "the condition 
of the poor is the true mark of nation­
al discrimination.'' 

Although not with another nation, 
America is at war with itself. Regret­
fully, few see personal sacrifices as a 
way to win. As a result, we may all 
lose this war. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

4 WESTERN RECORDER ■ SEPTEMBER 15, 1992 

Keeping faith; 
By Diana R. Garland 

When I was a girl, I remem­
ber marveling over a front-page 
newspaper picture of a smiling 
older couple celebrating their 
50th wedding anniversary. What 
a long time, I thought! _ 

Today, 50th anniversaries are 
no longer such significant ne_ws. 
Why? Because so many . more 
couples achieve this milestone. 
Americans are staying married 
longer, in marriages which are 
richer and more· fulfilling for 
most, than they ever have. 

'Troe, aJmost half of marriag­
es end in divorce. But the other 
half are staying married 20 or 
more years longer than our great­
grandparents did When life was 
shorter, a vow to live with a:mui­
ner until death was not ~Jijig a ' 
connnitment asit is t9(1ayt _i 

ForChristians,a lifetiinemar~ 
riage is a significant spititual 
challenge. Marriage for fhtls­
tian8- .. is our witnessJo'.th~ V{or'ld 
of our faith: "By this aUwiU 
know that you are my <li:!ICipl~, 
if.you have love for, one "'"'~"'--;." 
(John 13:35).f1 

'' Jost as prayer and ti, 
f~ting and,, Chri§1 • 
way~ we express 

faithftill 
comm; 

''iieighbots as ouL, __ 
, t4e person who .sl~~xttq us • 
' just as mucb as it d~to tI,.e pro­
,- ple who. live in our neighbor­

hoods or work itt-OUI' officesr Of-
' ten, it is even more difficult. Mar­

•. ge requires that .we gotlieex­
rhile for our partner~yt;!'fiday. 

requires spiritual disceQH!leIIt,. 
;c:.:ause sQmetipie • 
ttra mile mea 
-~for the good 
cllSt ~pond not 
··;fl what my l 
1e;'but witft ., 
yneeded. "' 
Every" rnarri, 
lgg}es with f.be 

·,tment' to a, 
·st with t 

of 

'({le 



EDITORIALS 
'The secret to church growth is there is no secret' 

Joe had big arms, and he swaggered when he walked. He played on 
his church's softball team, and he talked a big game. Every time-every 
single time- he went up to bat, he tried to hit a home run. Almost every 
time, he hit a long, lazy fly ball caught by the left fielder. Easy out. 

Joe symbolizes much of what's pawned off as church growth leader­
ship today: Lots of~ and bluster. Fancy displays of prowess and emo­
tion. A swing-for-the-bleachers attitude of all or nothing. Poor results. 

Joe took the same approach each time he went to the plate: "Watch 
these strong muscles, guys. I'm going to knock that ball over the outfield 
fence." Joe never paid attention to how the pitcher tossed the ball. He 
didn't care where his team's runners were on base, nor where the out­
fielders were playing him. He never noticed which way the wind was 
blowing. He just tried to kill the ball. 

The same goes for many quick-fix church-growth formulas: "Do it 
our way, folks. Follow these steps to the nth degree, and you can't lose." 
Never mind that one church is in a small town, another in an aging sub­
urb, still another downtown. Don't worry about the characteristics of the 
community or the nature of its people. Just follow those steps. 

In contrast to the idea of a rigid church-growth "formula" a new em­
phasis on customized growth plans- tailored to the needs of individual 
churches and their communities- surfaced in several recent conferenc­
es. Story after story from these meetings illustrated a multitude of ap­
proaches, all of which worked in their context. 

Take, for example, ideas offered by speakers at the Nationwide 
Church Growth Conference last month in Fort Worth: 

I The heart of church growth is vision, proclaimed Charles Redmond, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Pasadena, Texas. That vision must come 
from God, he said. 

I A combination of Sunday school-based outreach and an expecta­
tion for growth will lead to growth, added Tom Freeman, pastor of Em­
manuel Baptist Church in Houston. 

I Door-to-door "people search" visitation works in his community, 
said Jack Still, pastor of Elkton Road Baptist Church in Athens, Ala. 

I Telemarketing- systematic telephone calls to people in the com-

munity- works in his town, countered Gerald Otahal, pastor of Prince­
ton Southern Baptist Church in Princeton, Ind. 

I Worship is the key, noted Mark Turman, pastor of Crossroads Bap­
tist Church near Marshall, Texas, who said worship provides "encour­
agement and ... correction and instruction and energy and power for liv­
ing." 

I A good publicity program in the community makes a major differ­
ence in church growth, stressed Tom Cheyney, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Morgantown, W.Va. Good publicity builds a positive image 
in the community and morale among members, he said. • 

I Successful churches must be "more like cafeterias than plate-lunch 
diners," Elmer Towns, a dean at Liberty University, told another minis­
try conference earlier this year. Churches must offer people choices and 
variety- from worship times, to Bible study groups, to sermon topics, 
he insisted. 

I Many churches could provide more effective ministry if they would 
reach out to residents of multi~housing units, such as apartments, high­
rises and condominiums, said David Bunch, a Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board vice president, at a conference m Glorieta, N.M. 

I And churches that use suitable contemporary music are meeting 
needs and reaching people for Christ, added John Worcester, pastor of 
Mount Tam and Bay Marin Baptist churches in San Rafael, Calif. 

"The secret to church growth is there is no secret to church growth," 
observed Sarah Zimmerman, a Home Mission Board newswriter who 
covered all three events. 

She's right. Church growth is too complex to be contained in a secret 
formula or even a not-so-secret formula. Just as Joe's consistently inef- · 
fective softball strategy sent him back to the dugout, rigid church-growth 
formulas fail to serve churches in ever-changing times. 

The bad news is this: Churches can't take simplistic formulas, apply 
them to the letter and expect multitudes to come pouring in. But now for 
the good news: Any church willing to study its community, analyze its 
resources and follow God's leadership can make an impact. 

Marv Knox 

No matter how difficult the race, God made you to finish 
• • 

Have you ever known someone Ethiopia- looking as fresh as when was bloodied and bandaged; he gri-
who started something and did not fin- • he started the race- finished first in maced with each step. He hobbled 
ish it? Has that ever happened to you? the grueling 26-mile, 385-yard race. around the track for the last 400 

Wes Thompson writes about a As the remaining spectators pre- meters. 
scene he remembers from the 1968 pared to leave, the air was broken with The crowd that was left stood and 
Olympics in Mexico City: the sound of sirens and police whis- applauded him as if he were the win-

It was cool and dark in the Olym- tles. Then out from the marathon gate ner. After crossing the finish line, 
pie Stadium. The last of the marathon • appeared one lone runner. He was Akhwari slowly walked off the field. 
runners were being carried off in ex- from Tanzania. His name was John Someone asked him why he con­
haustion to first-aid stations. More Stephen Akhwari. He was the last tinued to run. In view of his injury and -
than an hour earlier, Mamo W olde of man to finish the marathon. His leg having no chance of winning a medal, 

why had he not quit? 
Akhwari replied: "My country did 

not send me 7,000 miles to start the 
race. They sent me 7,000 miles to fin-
ish it." • 

No matter how hard it gets, no 
matter how hobbled you are, don't 
quit. God made you to finish! 

Mark F. Boes, pastor 
Cecilia Baptist Church 

Cecilia 

A rigid church­
growth "formula" 
is being replaced 
by customized 
growth plans­
tailored to the 
needs of individual 
churches and their 
communities. 

If c1t first you don~t succeed, t:fll someop~twho knows what to_ do 
One oflife's nastiest burdens is proviug aHµey helicopter full of 

my wife absol1.1.te!Y right . .·. . .. · .· · ..... ;~~~· And the li"'nt 
Thi~ hap~t:1,s µi9re o~en than l'd likeJc, .••· Qb.; ;.,\t all. . ...... . 

admit/ And she prevailed again last weelc, .; ;i ''Whclt did YO\l 
in whatwe caU.·~e C~~g~Fan Inci,gen~J~:.\ • I!9'~ asked. ~, cru. 

Joapna got_tl:!,is i:ui from our nejghh?r, .. yoµclidn't ask: Steve (J1 
Jodi, who t~fl!odeled her bedroom. It> Mr .. Fix-it husband) t, 
looked like a'~~ fan; lying there on o\lf . ~Ip you/' 
floor. That's good, because that's where)t • .); ;:J hooked the 
stayed for ab6ut ll,:nonth. . ••. ~bite .~ to the 

Well;I figally decided the fan w,a.sn'f :,vlµte wire, the 
going to climb µpon ~ ceiling by its~!!i :i ij\~,lc to f!w black 
l'Uskip~~~~()~ tletails. Suffice.itt~(!ii~~ :.~u!de~ tlle 
say l'tp ~y~~ .. ~h ~rson .in h~p ~I~;;:;,t;l,ji~,'.:.;;J;. huffei 
atop a rick~.t7' \l~~~t-~t),l~g a 3~ton peij;,\:ii' 3iq£ay9iqef;f. tl), 
ing f~ ~~tti~~;,Jl~ibiletfting tq 
a nurorlto aqI~~P9t".liolt ,with the c,t 

Down frc,~;Jhe ladqer, I flipped the 
switch. The fan .. wlrirt~fast enough to lif( 

.e 
hy you mi 

egos that 
told 

if help," Joanna 
call Steve? 

ali .·Stev~ 
iusy guy. (: 
confront Jo 
.bilit)I she so. 

and (3) I 
wind up Joo 
1id. Ors· • 

ed St, 
Ire 

dpai 
ed2glass 

dc,:,v i,n their dining room. 
• Steve fixed the fan first. In a 

• he took a pair. 2f 
'off cord. ~1 

used on 
the outfit pi~-- ~-- ~.•~-

blue "ground': 
the lights, wbi, 
.city. 

,veledpro~ 
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MINISTRY 
Kentucky relief workers move to new site in Florida 

HURT & HELP The ware­
house roof wrapped 

around a tree in Home­
stead, Fla., illustrates the 

devastation greeting Ken­
tucky Baptist disaster relief 
volunteers when they arrive 

in Southern Florida. The 
work of Kentucky Baptists 
and volunteers from other 

Baptist state conventions is 
coordinated out of Miami 

by Bob Simpkins, director 
of the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention's Brotherhood 
departmFmt. Below, Simp­

kins show; Illinois disaster 
relief workers Thurman 

Stewart and Tom Lindgens 
how to get to a site tci set 

up a feeding station. (Pho­
tos by Greg Warner and 

Ferrell Foster) 

Continued from page 1 
help with the relief effort, the No. 1 • 
need now is for money to support the 
long-term ministry, Simpkins said. 
Donations may be channeled through 
the KBC' s Brotherhood department in 
Louisville or sent directly to the Flor­
ida Baptist Convention's disaster re­
lief fund, 1230 Hendricks Ave., Jack­
sonville, Fla. 23307. 

A second need is for building sup­
plies, Simpkins said. Supplies needed 
include 30-pound roofing felt, shin­
gles, three-quarter-inch plywood, vis­
keen, roofing nails, nylon window 
screening and duct tape. A more com­
plete list is available by calling (305) 
964-7182. 

Meanwhile, Woman's Missionary 
Union has called for donations of oth­
er supplies such as adults diapers, 
baby diapers, baby formula and baby 
feeding supplies. 

All supplies should be sent to Pem­
broke Road Baptist Church, 7130 
Pembroke Rd., Miramar, Fla. 33023. 
The church, located just south of Fort 
Lauderdale, is serving as a central col­
lection point for donated goods. 

Individuals or churches desiring to 
contribute specifically to the work of 
the Kentucky disaster relief unit . 
should contact the KBC Brotherhood 
department at (502) 245-4101. 

Florida Baptist leaders and other 
volunteers have expressed concern 
that Southern Baptists' contributions 
may dry up after the storm fades from 
daily headlines. 

"This is' not a short-term project," 
said Mike Daily, church and commu­
nity ministries director for Miami 
Baptist Association. And recovery is 
not as well underway as some news 
accounts portray it to be, he added. 

Although the number of deaths in 
Florida from Hurricane Andrew 
stands at 38, more than 4,000 people 
still are listed as missing. There is con-
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cem many more migrants, whose 
family members fear detection of their 
illegal status, have not been listed as 
missing. 

many more poorer homeowners, 
apartment dwellers and mobile home 
residents who have no insurance, lit­
tle recourse and nowhere to go. 

Brenda Forlines, church and com­
munity director of the Florida Baptist 
Convention, noted the economic base 
of South Florida is in shambles. 

Area building officials are con­
demning homes throughout Dade 
County as unsafe, yet few residents 
are willing to trade their salvaged pos­
sessions or their wrecked homes for a 
new life among the military tents. 

According to Daily, many South 
Florida residents still are in shock. 

"I saw a friend of mine driving to 
work in a forklift the other day," he 
said. "He wore a glazed look on his • 
face as he steered it down the road. 
Many are going to work each day and 
coming home to a pile of rubble." 

"So many people, especially the 
poor, hourly-waged employees have 
lost their jobs and source of income," 
she said. "They will be unable to pur­
chase food when the stores reopen." 

The 250,000 homeless people in­
clude some insured homeowners but 

Additional reporting provided by 
Baptist Press 

COOPERATIVE MINISTRY/EVANGELISM CLINIC 
November 2~3, 1992 

First Baptist Church, Hopkinsville 

We are pleased to announce the second · Cooperative Evangelism Clinic sponsored by the General 
.Association of Baptists _ and the Office for Evangelism of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. An 
outstanding array of-speakers/1eaders has been arranged. You will want to note the program and our 
speakersj1eaders listed below. 

' Joe Ratliff 
Pastor 

Houston, Tex. 

Theme: Perfectly Joined (I Corinthians 1:1-10) 

Charles Lyons 
Pastor 

Chicago, Ill. 

12-1 p.m. Lunch/Fellowship 

Lincoln.Bingham 
Supt of Missions 

GAofB 

Program 
Monday, November 2 

Pastor 
Fairdale, Ky. 

Welcome ............................................................................................ Jim McKenzie 
Purpose ............................. : ................................................... Lincoln N. Bingham 
Special Music ................................................................................ Alma Randolph 

1:30 p.m. Interpretation of the Theme ........................................................ Charles Lyons 
Thurmond Coleman Seminar I - "Exploring New Paradigms -

Pastor for Church Growth Today" (break included) .................................. Joe Ratliff 
Jeffersontown, Ky. ' 

Alma Randolph 
Singer 

Owensboro, Ky. 

Bill Jaggers 
Director 

Evangelism 

6:30 p.m. Evening Session - Thurmond Colemon, presiding 
Congregational Hymn 
Devotional Worship ................................................................ Harold Greenfield 
Introduction of Speaker, Joe Ratliff ............................... Thurmond Coleman 
Special Music ................................................................................ Alma Randolph 
Message ....................................................................... : ............................ Joe Ratliff 
Congregational Hymn ............................ ; ........................................... Bill Adcock 
Introduction of Charles Lyons ...................................... Raynarldo Henderson 
Special Music ................................................................................ Alma Randolph 
Message .. : ......................................................................................... Charles Lyons 
Benediction ................................................................................ Ralph McConnell 

Tuesday, November 3 - Kenneth Brown, presiding 

9:00 a.m. Congregational Hymn ........................................................................ Bill Adcock 
Devotional Worship .................. : ................................................. C.E. Timberlake 

Seminar II - "Testimony of a Former Jehovah's Witness" .... Paul Blizard 
Break 

Seminar III - "Tested Strategies for Church Growth" ......... Charles Lyons 
Congregational Hymn ........................................................................ Bill Adcock 
Remarks .............................................................. , ................. Lincoln N. Bingham 
Special Music ................... ; ............................................................ Alma Randolph 
Closing Message ..................................................................................... Joe Ratliff 
Benediction .......................................................................................... Bill Jaggers 

Sponsored by the General Association of Baptists and Office for Evangelism, Kentucky Baptist Convention 



ISSUES · 
Proposal would establish fund for Joint Committee 
Continued from page 1 

The issue was handed over to the 
Executive Board last November, 
when messengers to the KBC annual 
meeting approved a motion request­
ing the board ,o "find a way to pro­
vide funds in the 1993-94 budget and 
subsequent budgets which will allow 
our convention to continue financial 
support of the ·Baptist Joint Commit­
tee on Public Affairs." 

The Executive Board created a 
,special workgroup to study the issue. 
It met twice this summer to develop 
its proposal, which it brought to the 
business and finance committee. 

Introducing the proposal, work­
group Chairman Mike Thomason not­
ed "how divisive these issues are to 
the fellowship and energies" of the 
KBC. • 

The workgroup began its study 
with the understanding that the KBC 
already had directed it to provide 
money for the Baptist Joint Commit­
tee, said Thomason, pastor of Temple 
Hill Baptist Church in Glasgow. 
Therefore, the workgroup did not de­
bate the merits of the Baptist Joint 
Committee, but rather focused on 
finding the best way to do what tJ1e 
convention said it wanted done, he 
added. 

The committee looked at six pos­
sible alternatives for providing the 
money, Thomason reported: . Off the 
top of receipts for the Cooperative 
Program unified .budget; from the 
SBC' s portion of the Cooperative Pro­
gram; from the KBC's portion of the 
Cooperative Program; from the Exec-

utive Board's budget, provided by the 
KBC portion of the Cooperative Pro­
gram; from funds designated to the 
KBC budget; from an endowment that 
would be established at year-end by 
the Executive Board from unspent 
funds and umestricted earnings. • 

All the options presented unique 
problems, and ultimately the work­
group settled on a modification of the 
endowment idea, he explained. 

The original proposal would have 
set up an endowment in the name of 
the Baptist Joint Committee through 
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation. It 
would have allowed churches that did 
not wish to support the committee to 
receive refunds of their Cooperative 
Program contributions in proportion 
to their gifts that would have gone into 
the endowment. It also would have 
allowed churches and individuals to 
contribute directly to the endowment 
and increase the amount going to the 
committee. 

The proposal had four strengths, 
Thomason said: It would accommo­
date Baptist Joint Committee foes; it 
would accomplish the 1991 KRC di­
rective quickly; it would maintain the 
autonomy of the KBC in relation to 
other Baptist entities; and it would 
maintain an autonomous relationship 
between the KBC and the Baptist 
Joint Committee. 

But it had four weaknesses, he 
added: It could set a precedent for 
funding "special interest" projects; it 
could limit the KBC' s control of the 
funds; the Baptist Joint Committee is 
not an institution, such as colleges, 

It's not just another building. 
It's your church. 

A church has different requirements 
than most other buildings an insurance 
company covers. It represents the 
shared commitment and sacrifice of 
many people ... it's an invaluable 
emotional investment. 

Church Mutual has specialized in 
insuring churches for nearly 100 years. 
Today we are the nation's largest 
insurer of churches, protecting over 
5,800 Southern Baptist churches alone. 

We know you can never forget 
the enduring importance of your 

· church in the lives of your congrega­
tion. We take the critical step of getting 
to know your church fi rsthand to learn 
your unique needs and concerns. 

To learn about the difference that 
our personalized, specialized expertise 
and competitive insurance coverage 
can mean to you ahd your congregation, 
write or call us at l-800-542-3465. ~ 

The Specialist 
Church Mutual 

3000 Schuster Lane 
P.O. Box 357-S 

Merrill, WI 54452 . 

which normally receive endowments; 
and it conflicts with the "scriptural 
basis of giving tithes and offerings." 

So, the workgroup modified the 
concept and proposed a "special-pur­
pose board-designated" fund, also 
funded by unspent funds and ume­
stricted earnings. 

Unlike an endowment, which is 
controlled from the beginning by the 
terms of the agreement, the special 
fund and its earnings would be con­
trolled by the Executive Board. The 
proposal would not provide for re­
funds to foes, but it also would not be 
open to special contributigns from 
supporters. 

The workgroup determined the 
fund would require an investment of 
$200,000, spread over two years if 
possible, to provide an annual return 
of about $17,000, Thomason said. 
The income figure was targeted to 
match the KBC's annual contribution 
to the Baptist Joint Committee before 
the Southern Baptist Convention cut 
its support in 1990. • 

The fund would be managed by the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, on be­
half of the convention, which would 
own the account. 

The proposal grew "out of a vision 
for Kentucky Baptists that we believe 
extends beyond our small circle of 
discussion," Thomason told the com­
mittee. "Namely, that Kentucky Bap­
tists have a divine mission to accom­
plish in a world and state where most 
people are lost. Issues that would di-­
vert our attention and divide our sup­
port for that mission need to be dealt 
with in a manner that affords trust, 
openness, respect and toleration .... 

"This resolution ... forges a com­
promise that will move to the back 
burner issues about which we cannot 

HAS 
GOD 

;.CALLED 
YOU? 

Whatever your ministry 
goal, Florida Baptist 
Theological College 

could be for you. 
To answer your call to ministry 
and find out if Florida Baptist 
Theological College is for you, 
write today or call now toll free. 

(800) FBTC-660 

Director of Admissions 
Florida Baptist 

Theological College 
5400 College Drive 

Graceville , Florida 32440 

at present come to consensus. This 
resolution allows the Executive Board 
to fulfill the convention's action and 
to move ahead with our greater mis­
sion with respect and support for both 
points of view. 

"The strength of this resolution lies 
in its weakness," Thomason added "It 
is weak in that it creates nothing that 
would be cast in cement. Future con­
ventions or Executive Boards may 
change or eliminate the effects of this 
resolution as they see fit. 

"The strength of this resolution is 
that it is established in a spirit of trust 
and conciliation which, if left alone, 
will stand in our convention as a testi­
mony to the fact that we can address 
our differences in a Christ-like man­
ner." 

During discussion, committee 
members asked how the proposal 
would be approved. KBC Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer William Mar­
shall noted the Executive Board will 
have that decision. But messengers to 
the 1992 KBC annual meeting also 
are likely to have another opportunity 
to reconsider the issue. A motion to 
rescind the 1991 action that initially 
called for the proposal is likely, he 
said. 

The proposal should work because 
it is a true compromise, said KBC 
Second Vice President Floyd Price, 
pastor of Buck Grove Baptist Church 
in Ekron: "Some want more funding 
for the Baptist Joint Committee; oth­
ers want no funding. This proposal 
will work on its own and allow us to 
... go on to other things." 

Committee member Robert John­
son, pastor of Grace Baptist Church in 
Murray, warned: "This issue polarizL 
es the convention. If the KBC does 
this, it's going to force those on the 
other side to choose some other alter­
natives" of convention cooperation. 
He also expressed concern about 
spending money to set up the restrict­
ed fund when the KBC is cutting staff 
and programs. 

"We've got to make concessions," 
Thomason responded. "We've got to 
stop letting ( one-tenth of) 1 percent of 
the budget cause the problems. My 
hope and prayer is that the majority of 
Kentucky Baptists will see what is try­
ing to be done so that we can continue 
to do missions together." 

In other action, the committee: 
I Proposed a goal of $17,337,909 

for the Kentucky Baptist Cooperative 
Program operating budget. That goal 
is the same as the operating budget for 
the 1992-93 fiscal year, which began 
Sept. 1. 

The proposal came on the heels of 
a zero-growth 1991-92 fiscal year, in 
which the state Cooperative Program 
received $17,004,967, or less than 
one-tenth of 1 percent more than the 
previous year. 

I Agreed to file criminal charges 
against a Kentucky man for spending 
$30,000 of an estate left in his care for 
personal use rather than transferring 
the money to the KBC, as was stipu­
lated in a will. • 

The committee was told repeated 
efforts to claim the KBC's share of the 
estate had been unsuccessful and ·that 
the KBC' s attorney had determined 
the executor's actions had been un­
lawful. 

A proposal to be 
considered by the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention 
Executive Board 
would establish a 
special fund of 
$200,000 from 
unspent funds and 
unrestricted 
earnings. The 
Baptist Joint 
Committee would 
receive about 
$17,000 in annual 
earnings off this 
fund but would not 
own the principal. 
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Bingham to receive Clare~ce Jordan Award Oct. 8 

"He has a 
tremendous impact 

because of his 
energy level, 

awareness and 
commitment to the 

cause. He has 
untold energy, and 

he's an excited 
man." 

Jeffersontown pastor 
Thurman Coleman on 

Lincoln Bingham, 
recipient of the 1992 

Clarence Jordan Award 

LOUISVILLE- A black minister 
who has spent a lifetime practicing 
what he's prel)ched about racial har­
mony is the 1992 recipient of one of 
Kentucky's most prestigious awards 
for race relations. 

Lincoln Bingham, superintendent 
of missions for the General Associa­
tion of Baptists in Kentucky and a co­
operative ministry consultant for the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, will 
receive the Clarence Jordan Award 
during a banquet at Walnut Street 
Baptist Church in Louisville, Oct. 8 at 
6:30p.m. 

The award is named for the late 
civil rights leader, who founded the 
interracial Koinonia Farm, near 
Americus, Ga., in 1942. Before mov­
ing to Georgia, Jordan was missions 
director for Long Run Baptist Associ­
ation in Louisville. The award is 
granted by the association's Christian 
life committee to a person whose life 
"exemplifies the practical application 
of the gospel," said committee Chair­
man Wayne Hager. 

The banquet's keynote speaker, 
Paul Simmons, said he plans to em­
phasize "Clarence Jordan as a pro­
phetic perspective for our time." 

Jordan's ministry was dominated 
by his commitments to eliminating 
racism, working on peace and justice 
issues "and the courage required to 
pursue them," said Simmons, profes­
sor of Christian ethics at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou­
isville. 

Those virtues also describe Bing­
ham, according to colleagues in min-

istry. 
"He's never had any inhibition in 

working across racial lines," said Bill 
Rogers, who worked with Bingham 
when Rogers was the KBC's director 
of church-ministry support. "That has 
to do with his self-concept. He feels 
good about who he is, accepts himself 
as a gifted person and trusts his ideas. 
He's not hung up because he's from a 
minority race whose ancestors came 
out of slavery." 

Bingham's success in ministry 
stems from his ability to understand 
and compensate for the differences 
between races, Rogers added. "He's a 

1 CLASSIFIED ADS 

AVAILABLE: All-season retreat 
facility; just off 1-65 at Sonora, Ky. A 
Christian-owned and operated center. 
For information, call (502) 324-
3036-Bud or Shirley. 

SEEKING: Growing church 
seeks part-time Youth/Music Minis­
ter. Salary and benefits negotiable. 
Send resume to Central Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 496, Lebanon, Ky. 
40033, or call (502) 692-4333. 

NEEDED: Part-time Music Min­
ister needed. Lexington; phone (606) 
293-1822 for additional information. 

WANTED: Part-time Minister of 
Music; bachelor, church music and 
prior church experience required. 
Send resumes to: Rev. Mike Rodgers, 
Valley View Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 468, Vine Grove, Ky. 40175, or 
call (502) 877-2150. 

bridge-builder by his personality, as 
well as what he does." 

Black Baptists also respect Bing­
ham, added Thurman Coleman, pas­
tor of First Baptist Church of Jeffer­
sontown. "He has had a tremendous 
impact because of his energy level, 
awareness and commitment to the 
cause," Coleman said. "He has untold 
energy, and he's an excited man. He 
works well in both areas of the black 

and white situation. 
"And his message always has been 

about Jesus Christ. He sticks to the 
message of Jesus. That language 
speaks to anybody." 

Tickets for the banquet are $8.75 
and may be purchased by writing· to 
Clarence Jordan Awards Banquet, c/o 
Wayne Hager, 310 N. Bonner Ave., 
Louisville, Ky. 40207. Phone (502) 
635-2601. 

MINISTERS' WIVES RETREAT 

October 30-31 
Cedarmore,Bagdad 

This year's theme will be "Walk With 
Me." We will explore the two points of 
discipleship-our walk with each other 

Linda w. Serino and our walk with God. 

------ Clip&MailToday ------

Name ____________________ _ 

Address _ _______ City ______ Zip ___ _ 

Phone ________ Church _________ _ 

Social Security# _________________ _ 

Send to: Cedarmore Baptist Assembly, Box 37, Bagdad, Ky: 40003 
For additional information call: Carla Purvis (502,) 245-4101 

KBHC's Annual September Food Roundup is in Full Swing 
REGIONAL PICK-UP POINTS 

WESTERN REGION 
Green Valley Associational Office, Henderson 
Muhlenberg County Associational Office, Central City 
Little Bethel Associational Office, Madisonville 
Daviess-McLean Associational Office, Owensboro 
Ohio County Associational Office, Hartford 
Ohio Valley Associational Office, Sturgis 
Hawesville Baptist Church, Hawesville 

NORTH CENTRAL REGION 
. Erlanger Baptist Church, Erlanger 
Porter Memorial Baptist Church, Lexington 
First Baptist Church, Morehead 

SOUTHWESTERN REGION 
West Union Associational Office, Paducah 
First Baptist Church, Mayfield 

Kentucky Baptist Homes • for Children 
10801 Shelbyville Road 

Middletown• Kentucky• 40243 
1-800-456-1386 

Caldwell/Lyon Associational Office, Princeton · 
Christian County Associational Office, Hopkinsville 
First Baptist Church, Murray 
Little River Associational Office, Cadiz 

CENTRAL REGION 
- Glen Dale Children's Home, Glendale 
Spring Meadows Children's Home, Middletown 
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Our Thanks 
for Your Help 
in this year's 

Food Roundup! 

SOUTH CENTRAL REGION 
First Baptist Church, Somerset 
First Baptist Church, Danville 
First Baptist Church, Greensburg 
First Baptist Church, Richmond 
Tates Creek Associational Office, Berea 

SOUTHERN REGION 
Bethel/Logan Associational Office, Russellville 
Warren Associational Office, Bowling Green 
Calvary Baptist Church, Glasgow 
Burkesville Baptist Church, Burkesville 

SOUTHEASTERN REGION 
First Baptist Church, Hazard 
First Baptist Church, Barbourville 
Island Creek Baptist Church, Manchester 
Main Street Baptist Church, Williamsburg 

NORTHEASTERN REGION 
Unity Baptist Church, Ashland 
First Baptist Church, Prestonsburg 
Pike Associational Office, Pikeville 
Campton Baptist Church, Campton 
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PEOPLE 
Bushes worship at Highview at invitation of 2 members 
~Y Marv Knox 
Editor 

Bush. 

LOUISVILLE-If churches gave 
prizes for outreach, Rebecca Jackson 
and Ralph Orms would be in serious . 
medal contention. 

The Bushes, both Episcopalians, 
worshiped at the church Sept. 6, dur­
ing a weekend trip to Louisville. 

They came at the invitation of 
Jackson and Orms, who independent­
ly contacted the White House to ask 
them to church, reported Pastor Bill 
Hancock. 

They might not have invited the 
most people to Highview Baptist 
Church, but they certainly brought the 
most famous-George and Barbara 

• Jackson is Jefferson County court 
clerk and the county's highest-ranking 

LANGUAGE LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE 

Heirs of the Faith 

!Jiiff1 
tftB*i~ 

September 26, 1992 
9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Beechmont Baptist Church 
45 7 4 South Third Street, Louisville 

Training • Fellowship • Special Music 
For more information contact: 

Ken Forman • Direct Mission Department • KBC 
Louisville, Ky. 40253 • (502) 245-4101 

Mid-Continent 
Christian Women's Conference 

November 12-14, 1992 
Northside Baptist Church, Mayfield, Ky. 

A conference to encourage and equip women to "Make a 
Difference" in their homes, churches, communities and country. 
Sponsored by Mid-Continent Baptist College of Mayfield, Ky, 

Program Personalities: Cal Thomas; Marge Caldwell; Peggy 
Benson; Gigi Graham Tchividjian; Dr. Richard Land. 

Guest Artists: Beverly Terrell; Kendra Cook; Sarah Atkinson; 
Janet Pollock. 

Plus a wide selection of personal growth 
seminars will be offered as well. 

Registration fee: $40 before Oct. 12; $50 after Oct. 12 
(Fee non-refundable, but transferable). 

Send to: Mid-Continent Women's Conference 
611 West Lochridge Street 
Mayfield, Kentucky 42066 

Information: Lillian Butler (same address as above) 
Church: (502) 244-5861 • Residence: (502) 247-3257 

This will be a-weekend you will not want to miss. Capture_a 
• memory that can .''Make a Difference" in your life. 

Republican official. Orms, a local po­
lice sergeant, is the national secretary 
of the Fraternal Order of Police and 
an active leader in the war on drugs. 

On Thursday before the Sunday 
service, Highview Church leaders 
learned their congregation was on the 
short list for a possible presidential 
visit. "But we literally found out at 8 
o'clock on Sunday morning that the 
president would attend our church," 
Hancock said. 

The pastor praised Secret Service 
and White House staff for keeping the 
presidential visit as unobtrusive as 
possible. 

"They were adamant that they 
wanted a worship experience," he 
said, noting the president's security 
staff kept their presence in the church 
sanctuary to a minimum. 

Secret Service and other security 
personnel arrived at the southeast 
Louisville church about an hour be­
fore the 9:30 service. They mapped 
out the president and first lady's route 

. to their seats, but they did not set up 
high-profile metal detector~ or other 
security devices. . 

Once in worship, the Bushes heard 
a sermon on "Faith to Wait." Hancock 
preached from Psalm 27 and Isaiah 
40, focusing on "some of the things 

the psalmist faced during difficult 
times." 

Knowing the president might visit, 
Hancock studied sermon materials he 
had collected on patriotism and Chris­
tians in government. "But I decided to 
preach a pastoral, encouraging ser­
mon that would apply as well if the 
president were not there," he said. 

The president and Mrs. Bush did 
not address their fellow worshipers. 
However, the congregation gave them 
a standing ovation when Hancock ex­
pressed appreciation for their visit. 

"We want him to know, and Mrs. 
Bush, that he has our prayers, not as a 
candidate for president, but as our 
leader," the Louisville Courier-Jour­
nal quoted Hancock as saying. 

The pastor and president had about 
seven or eight minutes to visit during 
the trip. "We talked about things in 
general- the worship experience and 
mutual concerns," Hancock reported. 

Highview Church was fortunate to 
receive a presidential visit, but it's not 
unique, Hancock said. . 

"I hope the .community will see 
this as our representing all Christians 
in the community. Any other church 
could have done it equally well," he 
said. "We were honored, but our main 
concern was to worship the Lord." 

"We were honored, 
but our main 
concern was to 
worship the Lord." 
Pastor Bill Hancock on 
the visit of President and 
Mrs. George Bush to · 
Highview Baptist Church 
in Louisville 

The Church in the ~1st Century 
• A Conference/or Growing Churches 

Inspiration for Reaching ♦ Information for Growing 

Ed Young Fred Lowery • David Ring Jay Strack Jack Graham 

James Merritt Ken Hemphill Ronnie Floyd _ Elmer Towns Tim McCoy 

Johnny Hunt Freddie Gage Joel Gregory Carol Ann Draper 

~ 
Featured 

Musicians 

Include 

li
1
1l
1('Ja1! 11;

1•*1- I 
Todd Bell Sheri Bell Greater Vision Luke Garrett 

_ October 21 - 23, .1992 
Highview Baptist Church Louisville, Kentucky 

For Information Call: (502) 239-7711 
Housing and breakfast available upon request. 
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PEOPLE 
KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 

The number of 
Kentuckians who make 
their living by farming 

decreased by 12 percent 
in the past 30 years, 

down from 145,782 in 
1969 to 129,440 in 1989. 

Meanwhile, the number 
of Kentuckians who earn 

their living in 
government and other 

non-farm jobs has 
increased dramatically. 

Non-farm workers 
increased 52 percent 

during the same period, 
and government 

employees increased 22 
percent. 

Source: Kentucky State 
Data Center. 

■ BAXTER- First Church called 
Dallas Messer as pastor. He had been 
serving as interim pastor. 
■ BEA VER DAM- Slaty Creek 
Church called Phillip Rowan as pas­
tor. 
■ CARROLLTON- Dennis Vance, 
a student at Southern Seminary, is 
pastor of Prestonville Mission. 
■ CENTERTOWN- Dan Hopkins 
is pastor of W altons Cree~ Church. 
■ DUNDEE-Dundee Church 
called Don McGuire as pastor. 
■ FITZPATRICK-Stephen Whi­
taker is pastor of First Church. He is 
a recent graduate of Southwestern 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 
■ FRANKFORT- Ken Forman 
has been named director of missions 
for Franklin Association. He is serv­
ing on an interim basis until he retires 
from the direct missions department 
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
in December. 
■ GRAY- John Sowders is pastor 
of Grays Church. Coy Brewer served 
as interim pastor. 
■ HOLMES MILL-Mike Blair re- ' 
signed as pastor of Cloverfork Mis­
sionary Church. 
■ LEXINGTON- Chevy Chase 
Church called Michael Wolfzorn, a 
student at Southern Seminary, as min­
ister of youth/education. 

Hillcrest Church called Charles 
Overton as pastor. He has served as 
pastor of Woodlawn Church in Le1Ja-

A blue carnation for Rhonda 

non since 1988. 
■ LOU ISVILLE- Beechmont 
Church honored Eugene Enlow on 
the 50th anniversary of his ordination 
Aug. 29. He was ordained in 1942 by 
Dry Ridge Church in Dry Ridge, and 
served as pastor of churches in Ken­
tucky and Oklahoma. He was pastor 
of Beechmont Church from 1974 un- . 
til his retirement in 1988. 

Shari DeGraff was ordained to 
the ministry by Crescent Hill Church 
Aug. 30. 

Sherman Towell retired as minis­
ter of adult education at Carlisle Ave­
nue Church. He served in ministry for 
60 years. The church honored him 
with Sherman Towell Day Sept. 13. 
■ MANCHESTER- Frank Peters 
is pastor of Pleasant Point Church. He 
previously served at Antioch Church 
inKeavy. 
■ MONTICELLO~ Ronald Jones 
is pastor of Meadow Creek Church. 
He previously served as pastor of 
Central Grove Church in Albany. 

MISSIONARY UPDATE: 
■ Roy and Diane Brent, missionar­
ies to Kenya, are in the States at 3242-
B Walnut St., Los Alamos, N.M. 
87544. He is a native of Campbells-
• burg. 
■ Mike and Pat Krahwinkel, mis­
sionaries to Mali, are on the field at 
BP 2017, Bamako, Mali. They are 
Owensboro natives. 

Oneida senior Rhonda Louise Barger died Gritton shared Scripture and memories, followed 
unexpectedly Saturday, Sept. 5, as a result of in- by the congregation's singing of "Amazing 
juries suffered in a wreck two months ago. • Grace." Jerry Smith gave a powerful sermon, and 

Rhonda was a local girl who commuted from Oneida Pastor Joel Rackley sang beautifully 
her family's nearby farm. Her forebears have at- "The Love of God." Henry Walters, a favorite 
tended OBI through four generations. We teacher of Rhonda, gave a moving benediction. 
watched her grow from a fifth grade child in our The service began in bright sunshine, but a tre­
staff school into a pretty and intelligent young mendous rain poured during part of the service. 
lady. She had long blond hair, well over her We wondered how we would get up the moun­
shoulders, and always a beautiful smile. A Chris- tain to Cinamond Knob, the highest point of the 
tian, Rhonda had attended the nearby Crane Barger farm, where Rhonda was to be laid to rest. 
Creek Baptist Church, pastored by OBI Bible Arriving there (about a mile from the campus as 
teacher Jerry Smith. She had led her brother and the crow flies), we were amazed to find not a drop 
sister to the Lord in recent months and of rain. We buried her in bright sun-
several others. ONEIDA shine with not a cloud in the sky. 

Her death came as a great shock to JOURNAL OBI Chaplain Mike Spencer had 
her loving and large extended family, some food for thought the morning of 
as well as to our OBI family. .---- --- the service: 

Rhonda's body was brought to our "We are all standing in a line, the 
Melvin Davidson Chapel where she longest line you have ever been in. We 
had worshipped daily for the past sev- ~ ,- ... are born in this line and we live our 
en years. Over 20 hours, nearly 1,100 lives moving forward in the line mo-
were a part of her lying-in-state and ment by moment. 
the service itself. . "Where is this line taking us? Our 

The loss of a beloved schoolmate destination-eternity. Sometimes, un-
and friend, only 17 years of age, . Barkley Moore able to see all the way to the front, you 
stirred many powerful emotions. Ev- _______ forget what this line is all about, 
erything had the air of quiet dignity . caught up in the things you are doing 
with which she had lived her life. Her dying now. We enjoy our companions and have some 
words to her mother were, "Be calm." • wonderful times here, but the real joy, the real 

There was a large array of beautiful flowers, life, is not in the waiting line, but beyond the door 
including 68 white carnations representing each in the world God has prepared for us. We miss 
of her classmates, and a blue carnation in the cen- those who have passed through the door, but they 
ter for Rhonda. aren't 'gone,' they have 'arrived.' 

The family requested a worship and praise "Sometimes God takes one out of place and 
service; the Holy Spirit made it so. Our choir sang moves that one to the front of the line. This is 
"Victory in Jesus" and "When We All Get to God's line! While we wait let's be useful, happy 
Heaven," the two hymns most frequently sung and busy. Every one of us will soon have our 
over the past seven years Rhonda worshipped moment at the front. See you on the other side! 
with us-over 1,250 times in daily chapel. It's wonderful over lhere." 
- Teacher Steve May led prayer and teacher Jim Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist In-
Mallard read the 23rd Psalm. Principal Larry stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 

Paid Column 

1 Q WESTERN RECORDER ■ SEPTEMBER 15, 1992 

'l'JUll:(fl. 
July featured a ~•Youth Crusade 

for Christ;" led by Berea C()llege 
B,aptist ~tudent Uµion leadets, the 

.e •• pastor said. • 
. . .. _ has September activities include an 

be(?~Jeeping or<Jer in to\1/11 for 200 old- fashioned fall revival Sept.14-
years •.. > ·•··.<· ·· . . .}i.••· . . <> 18 and ~n "all-day meeting" ·on 
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1800s;1he church was acourtliouse celebration and dinner on the 
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help theltl look to the future as well, 
as reflect on the past; 
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,lie o[clasting tqings," Haiqing 

Pineville native experiences new family 
Family is high priority among rection for her life, but she won­

eastern Kentuckians, and our new dered how it would work out. She 
English instructor shares that val- also wanted to return home and 
ue. Beth Bevins' family believed work in Bell County, but for two 
Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child in years nothing opened .. 
the way he should go," and she is Her mothers's death in 1991 
thankful for being raised in a brought the need for greater ·spiri­
Christian home. tual support and guidance. "When 

In a recent chapel testimony, I received the call about Clear 
Miss Bevins showed a china tea Creek, it was answered prayer," 
cup and related, "My grandmother she said. 
told me when I was a little girl, . Like all our faculty and staff, 
'Beth, when I pass away, I want Beth lets the Lord use her beyond 
you to have my china.' the campus. She teach-
Through the years piec- CLEAR CREEK es the college and ca-
es _wer.e lost, _some got CHRONICLE r~er class_ at Pineville 
chipped, and it all went Frrst Baptist. As an Ac-
through the '77 Pinev- teen, under the leader-
ille flood . When she ship of our former ti-
died, I inherited the chi- brarian Carolyn 
na, but I have a greater Brooks, Beth earned 
inheritance. My grand- Queen Regent in Studi-
mother introduced me Act. "Acteens helped 
to Jesus Christ when I me to grow tremen-
was 11 years old." dously as a Christian 

Beth grew up in Pi- Beth Bevins and helped shape my 
neville and was vale- _______ new life in Christ." 
dictorian of her senior Her desire to write 
class. She wanted to teach since already has found fulfillment. The 
she was a very little girl. Her frrst Tennessee English Journal pub­
experience was teaching VBS one lished her article, "Taking the Pain 
summer while in high school. Af- out of the Research Paper." Our 
ter graduation from Lincoln Me- students will be glad to hear about 
morial University she accepted a that! 
job in Pikeville, "because that was "Coming to Clear Creek has 
the only place I could find full- brought me home and given me a 
time employment." Believing the larger family than I could have 
Lord gave her the ability to teach ever hoped for," Miss Bevins not­
and write, she completed a mas- ed with thanksgiving. 
ter's in English a~ University of Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Tennessee. Teaching adults also Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
found affirmation as the future di- ville, Ky. 40977 
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CHURCHES 
Growth methods may differ 
but message is the same 
By Chip Alford 
SBC Sunday School Board 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)­
When it comes to church growth, Ken 
Hemphill and Rick Warren may 
preach different methodologies but 
their message is the same- reach the 
unchurched and bring them to Christ. 

Hemphill, director of the Southern 
Baptist Center for Church Growth, 
and Warren, pastor of Saddleback 
Valley Community Church in Mis­
sion Viejo, Calif., both addressed par­
ticipants at the Nationwide Church 
Growth Conference Sept. 1. 

They agreed there is no one key or 
"secret" to growing churches. 

"To reach our generation, we are 
going to have to have multiple meth­
ods for growth," Hemphill said. "We 
need to focus on church growth prin­
ciples, not the methods." 

Warren agreed: "We can have uni­
ty in our convention without having 
uniformity (in church growth method­
ology). We don't think our way is the 
only way; we're only one way." 

Hemphill supports a more tradi­
tional approach to church growth. Be­
fore beginning his current job, he 
served 11 years as pastor of First Bap­
tist Church of Norfolk, Va., leading 
the church to growth through an 
"evangelism-focused" Sunday school 
and "celebrative" worship services. 

Warren, on the other hand, led 
Saddleback Valley to become the fast­
est-growing Southern Baptist church 
in America by using home Bible study 
groups and "seeker services" to ap­
peal to the unchurched. 

"I firmly believe an age~graded 
Sunday school is the finest integrative 
church growth tool on the market," 
Hemphill said, adding the Bible study 
program is "alive and growing" in the 
Southern Baptist Convention despite 

claims to the contrary by some church 
growth experts. 

Hemphill said other denomina­
tions are recognizing the value of Sun- -
day school, citing a recent survey 
showing 14 of 17 of the fastest-grow­
ing churches in America rated Sunday 
school as a "key agent" in growing a 
church. 

Though more than 70 percent of 
Southern Baptist churches are pla- • 
teaued or declining, Hemphill insists 
Sunday school itself isn't to blame. 
What is needed in many cases is new 
vision and creativity in carrying out 
the Bible study program, he said. 

"Why go reinventing the wheel? 
We just need to refocus it toward 
evangelism and use our creativity and 
flexibility to build off that founda­
tion," he said. 

But Sunday school has not been a 
key focus of Warren's church-growth 
strategy in California. 

Warren, a fourth-generation 
Southern Baptist pastor, said he start­
ed Saddleback as a "church for the 
urichurched." 

"I discovered real quick that what 
I had grown up with would not reach 
that particular target," he said. 

The church's innovative ministry 
approaches include holding two types 
of worship services: a seeker service 
on Sunday with topical sermons and 
contemporary music designed to 
reach the unchurched and midweek 
worship services for believers that 
feature "verse-by-verse" preaching. 

Other innovations include home 
cell groups for Bible study and invest­
ing in staff members rather than build­
ings. Warren said Saddleback is the 
largest church in America without a 
building, adding the church has met in 
54 different locations in its 12-year 
history. The congregation currently . 
meets in a local high school building. 

"ti 

G_rowth key is being relevan~ 
FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)­

What-works in church growth? 
_ It depends on who you ask and 
what the particular needs of the com­
munity are, according to numerous 
speakers at the National Church 
Growth Conference. 

At Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
Houston, Pastor Tom Freeman em­
phasizes Sunday school. He said the 
key components are training workers 
to witness; organizing Sunday school 
for maximum member involvement; 
removing anything- from schedules 
to classes--that is not productive; and 
keeping things that do work. 

But at Elkton Road Baptist Church 
in Athens, Ala., door-to-door visita­
tion is the key, Pastor Jack Still said. 

During one intensive effort, 46 
teams of church members surveyed 
500 households and found 400 church 
prospects, he explained. In two years, 
the church had 152 new members, 90 
of them by baptism. 

Gerald Otahal, bivocational pastor 
of Princeton Southern Baptist Church 
in Princeton, Ind., said a door-to-door 
survey would be unproductive there 
because residents are weary of solici-
. tations from Jehovah's Witnesses. 

Instead, Otahal said his church 

uses telemarketing. Church volunteers 
call residents listed in the phone book 
in the town of 10,000, looking for 
people who are not involved in any 
church. 

"Since we started telemarketing, 
we've never lacked for visitors," 
Otahal said. Sunday school enroll­
ment has grown from 25 in 1989 to 
105 currently. 

Mark Turman, pastor of Cross­
roads Baptist Church near Marshall, 
Texas, emphasized the importance of 
worship services which are times of 
celebration, thanksgiving, repentance 
and commitment. 

• "Understand what is relevant in 
your culture, in your setting, and im­
plement that," concluded Michael 
Dean, pastor of Travis A venue Bap­
tist Church in Fort Worth, Texas. 

For example, although worship 
style is a hotly debated issue among 
churches today, Christians often miss 
the point, he said. 

"The issue is not contemporary 
versus traditional worship service 
styles. The issue is relevant versus ir­
relevant," Dean said, warning that 
what works in urban Southern Cali­
fornia might prove disastrous at a ru­
ral church in Texas. 

Pastor gives tips 
for good publicity 

Churches have life cycles, speaker explains 
FORT WORTH, Texas 

(BP)---Church publicity must go 
beyond an ad in the local news­
paper's religion section, accord­
ing to Tom Cheyney, pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church in Mor­
gantown, W.Va. 

Instead, he suggested other 
forms of church publicity: 

I Seeking media announce­
ments or coverage of things at 
church events such as ministry 
projects and choir programs. 

I Adapting the pastor's col­
ump from the church newsletter 
for the local newspaper. 

I Participating in community 
festivals and county fairs. 

I Presenting an award to an 
outstanding citizen, and seeking 
media coverage. • 

I Giving something away, 
such as cups at football games. 

I Hosting arts events such as 
piano concerts. 

I Offering seminars to the 
community on topics from child 
care to budgeting. 

_FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)­
Churches, like people, go through 
normal life cycles, according to 
church growth researcher George 
Bullard. 

Bullard, missions director for the 
South Carolina Baptist Convention, 
talked about church life cycles during 
a seminar on helping plateaued 
churches grow. He spoke during the 
National Church Growth Conference 
in Fort Worth, Texas. 

"You need to understand what's 
going on in a church that has led it to 
that particular point in its history," he 
explained. "This is extremely -impor­
tant because different things will work 
(to bring .growth) at different stages." 

He said every church, no matter 
what its size, goes through three pri­
mary life cycle phases: growth, prime, 

_ and decline. 
Within these phases, Bullard said, 

churches also pass through 10 stages, 
each with unique characteristics and 
struggles. They include: 

I Birth. A church begins with a vi­
sion or dream. The congregation is 
enthusiastic, excited about the future. 
_ I Infancy. Inclusion is emphasized 
through activities such as evangelism, 

outreach, assimilation and disciple­
ship. 

I Childhood. The church begins to 
_ define the "how and why" of its age­
group ministries. Programs become 
more important than outreach. 

I Adolescence. The church is 
"growing in all directions" in an awk­
ward manner. A lot of competing pro­
grams are talked about and debated. 
Many fights occur over what the 
church's priorities should be. Church­
es that fail to decide what kind of 
church they are going to be in tJ:iis 
stage experience stunted growth, he 
warned. -

I Adulthood. Programs and minis­
tries are running smoothly. But a po­
tential problem occurs in this stage if 
churches give the mantle of church 
growth to the pastor and staff, Bullard 
said. 

I Maturity. When the congregation 
is a generation old (about 22-28 
years), the congregation rests. Vision 
is no longer important. The original 
goals and dreams of the church have 
been accomplished and are not re­
placed by l). new vision. 

I Empty nest. During this very an­
gry stage of the church's life, mem-

bers begin challenging one another's 
commitment level. Many leave the 
church. 

I Retirement. The congregation is 
aging, and little effort is made to reach 
out to the community. Decline contin­
ues. 

I Old age. The church is on the 
verge of dying. 

I Death. The congregation dies, 
unless it develops a new vision and 
strategies for change. 

About 80 percent of Southern Bap­
tist churches fall in the maturity, emp­
ty nest, retirement or old age catego­
ries, Bullard said. 

And that's not good news, he add­
ed, since the amount of effort it takes 
to tum a church around increases as it 
progresses in the life cycle. 

A change in methodology and pro­
grams may help spur growth in 
churches through adulthood, but once 
they hit the stages of decline, "a vi­
sion solution instead of a program 
change is what you need," he said. 

''Th~ issue is not work harder, buO 
work smarter in terms of reconceptu­
alizing the vi~ion and direction of the 
church. No church that I'm aware of 
has to die," he said. 

"Understand what 
is relevant in your 
culture, in your 
setting, and 
implement that." 
Michael Dean, pastor of 
Travis Avenue Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth, 
Texas 

Changing methods 
or programs may 
help rescue 
churches through 
the adulthood 
stage, but once 
they hit the stages 
of decline a vision 
solution is 
necessary, 
according to 
George Bullard. 
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Cheri Hawkins (Shelbyville) summer 
missionary in Hilton Head, SC 

GEORGHOWN 

Jacob Vincent (Leitchfield) summer 
missionary in Schuyler, NE 

Beth Martin (Ashland) summer 
missionary in Lake County, IL 

Missie -Minded. 
Cheri, Beth, Jacob and fifty-four other Georgetown College students made a difference this summer 

while · representing Our Lord as summer servents throughout Kentucky and the world. From 

Cedarcrest to Chicago, from Brazil to Bulgaria, from Greenville to Guatemala, Georgetown students 

shared their witness and their wonderful smiles. At Georgetown College, many students are i:r1 volved 

in religious, volunteer and outreach programs. They do so because they sense a need and choose to 

help. That's the Christian spirit. That's the Georgetown spirit! • 

GEORGETOWN 
C O L L E G E 

Georgetown, Kentucky 

(800) 788-9985 
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